
Thinking bridge 

By Eddie Kantar  @ NABC Spring 2019 Memphis-6 

After you open 1♣ and bid 1♠ over partner’s 1♦ response, partner invites slam in clubs, starting with a fourth-suit 
2♥ bid, and then supporting clubs after you leap to 3NT. You check for key cards, and after finding two aces, you 
trot out 6♣, the final contract. 

The opening lead is the ♥9. East wins the ace and returns a heart. Clubs are 2-2. Plan the play. 

Your contract depends upon one of two finesses. If either finesse works, you don’t need the other, but the sad news 
is that if the finesse you take loses, down you go. Life can be so cruel. 

There is a way to increase your chances when dealing with two suits, each missing a queen, a contract-making 
finesse available in either suit. This is the technique to follow after drawing trumps: Play the A-K of the longer suit, 
spades, and if the queen doesn’t drop, take a finesse in the shorter suit, diamonds. If the diamond finesse works, re-
enter your hand and repeat it, of course. 

Note: It does not help you to play the ♦A K and then lead the jack. Even if it is covered, you only get one spade 
discard on the ♦10. That play only wins when the ♦Q is either singleton or doubleton (less than 10%). You are 
much more likely to find the ♠Q singleton or doubleton (close to 20%), the reason for testing spades before taking 
the diamond finesse. 

Warning: This theme (two missing queens) or variations of it will come up again. Forewarned is forearmed.  

Tip: When you decide to play the ace-king of a suit that contains both the 10 and the jack, a suit you have no 
intention of finessing, try leading the jack as part of this plan. You’ll be pleasantly surprised how often the jack is 
covered 
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Buy your NABC entry online
Don’t wait in line! Buy your entries 

in advance for all national-level events at 
BridgeWinners.com. 

Entries must be purchased by 10 a.m. the day 
of the event EXCEPT for events that require pre-
registration, in which case the ACBL deadline, 
or the earlier of the 
two, applies.

A nice feature: 
You can buy entries 
in advance and be 
charged for the total 
number of sessions 
played after the 
event is over. 

JUST  FOR  NEW  PLAYERS
Take All Your Chances

By Eddie Kantar

  ♠ A J 4
  ♥ J 10
  ♦ A K J 10
  ♣ Q 10 9 8

  ♠ K 10 3 2
  ♥ K Q
  ♦ 6 5
  ♣ A K J 7 6
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  ♠ A J 4
  ♥ J 10
  ♦ A K J 10
  ♣ Q 10 9 8
 ♠ 9 7 6  ♠ Q 8 5
 ♥ 9 8 7 6  ♥ A 5 4 3 2
 ♦ Q 7 3 2  ♦ 9 8 4
 ♣ 5 4  ♣ 3 2
  ♠ K 10 3 2
  ♥ K Q
  ♦ 6 5
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Richard and Donna McBryde of Memphis 
have been playing duplicate bridge about 
three years, though they played party bridge 
for 35 years. When their friends who were 
their regular opponents started spending half 
their time in Florida, Donna decided it was 
time to check out duplicate at the local M.A. 
Lightman Club. “It was like leading a lamb to 
slaughter,” Donna said wryly. “Just one more 
step down that road. I said we’re going to like 
this.” The NABC is their second tournament 
ever; they’ve been to one local sectional. 
“It’s wonderful,” Richard said. “It’s as much 
bridge as you can stand.”

Appealing a ruling 
Players in NABC+ events who want to appeal 

a director’s ruling initiate the process by speaking 
with the director who delivered the original 
ruling. The table director will fill out paperwork 
regarding the appeal, and the appellants will 
explain what they believe to be wrong with the 
initial ruling. From there, the case may be handled 
by a variety of means. When the appeals reviewer 
receives the case, the circumstances of that 
particular case will determine whether the case 
can be resolved by the original staff (in the case of 
misapplication of Law or regulation, for instance), 
a panel of directors, or even a committee-type 
hearing which could include bridge experts.

New Life Master
Karen Grossman of 

Boca Raton FL became a 
Life Master on Tuesday 
playing in the Daylight 
Gold Rush Pairs with Marci 
Yunes. Grossman needed 
half a gold point and got 
1.93 in the event.

Age requirement 
 for Senior events

You must at least 60 years old to play in 
ACBL Senior events.
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