
Thinking bridge 

By Eddie Kantar  @ NABC Spring 2019 Memphis-7 

With both sides vulnerable, West opens 1♦, North and East pass, you double, partner 
responds 3♣, too strong to make a forced 2♣ response. You bid 3♠, forcing, and partner raises 
to 4♠. Incidentally, when making or responding to a takeout double, devalue jacks and 
queens in any suit or suits the opponents have bid unless responding in notrump or having a 
death wish. 

West leads the ♦A K and a third diamond. East ruffs the third diamond and exits with a low 
heart. Spades are 2-2. What is your plan? (Notice that the ♦J and ♦Q are worthless). 

Well, 12 HCP are missing and West, the opening bidder, is a heavy favorite to have all 12. 
Win the ♥A, cross to a spade, play the ace of clubs, discarding a heart, and ruff a club. 
Return to dummy with a spade and ruff another club. If the king appears, use the ♣Q to 
discard a second heart. If the king doesn’t appear, try to drop the ♥Q in the West hand. Why 
finesse into a player who is known to have the queen? 

Tip No. 1: When the bidding tells you that a particular defender must have a particular card, 
play that defender for that card even if it means going against the odds in the play of that 
suit. 

Tip No. 2: Assume an opening bidder has at least 12 HCP unless the opener is known to have 
a distributional hand in which case 10 or 11 HCP is possible. 
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Buy your NABC entry online
Don’t wait in line! Buy your entries 

in advance for all national-level events at 
BridgeWinners.com. 

Entries must be purchased by 10 a.m. the day 
of the event EXCEPT for events that require pre-
registration, in which case the ACBL deadline, or 
the earlier of the two, applies.

A nice feature: 
You can buy entries in 
advance and be charged 
for the total number of 
sessions played after the 
event is over. 

JUST  FOR  NEW  PLAYERS
Take All Your Chances

By Eddie Kantar
  North
  ♠ K J 10
  ♥ 10 4 2
  ♦ J 5 3
  ♣ A Q J 5
 ♠ 5 2  ♠ 7 6
 ♥ Q 8 7  ♥ 9 6 3
 ♦ A K 10 6 4  ♦ 9 7
 ♣ K 10 9  ♣ 8 7 6 4 3 2
  South (You)
  ♠ A Q 9 8 4 3
  ♥ A K J 5
  ♦ Q 8 2
  ♣ — 

With both sides vulnerable, West opens 
1♦, North and East pass, you double, partner 
responds 3♣, too strong to make a forced 2♣ 
response. You bid 3♠, forcing, and partner raises 
to 4♠. Incidentally, when making or responding 
to a takeout double, devalue jacks and queens in 
any suit or suits the opponents have bid unless 
responding in notrump or having a death wish.       

West leads the ♦A K 
and a third diamond. East 
ruffs the third diamond 
and exits with a low heart. 
Spades are 2-2. What 
is your plan?  (Notice 
that the ♦J and ♦Q are 
worthless).   

Well, 12 HCP are 
missing and West, the 

opening bidder, is a heavy favorite to have all 
12.  Win the ♥A, cross to a spade, play the ace of 
clubs, discarding a heart, and ruff a club. Return 
to dummy with a spade and ruff another club. If 
the king appears, use the ♣Q to discard a second 
heart. If the king doesn’t appear, try to drop the 
♥Q in the West hand. Why finesse into a player 
who is known to have the queen?  

Tip No. 1: When the bidding tells you that a 
particular defender must have a particular card, 
play that defender for that card even if it means 
going against the odds in the play of that suit.   

Tip No. 2: Assume an opening bidder has at 
least 12 HCP unless the opener is known to have 
a distributional hand in which case 10 or 11 HCP 
is possible.  

Mary Gilmore and Donna Terry drove from 
Meridian MS on Wednesday to play in 
their first NABC. They were college friends 
at Ole Miss who reconnected when they 
started playing bridge about two years ago. 
“We just kinda rekindled our friendship and 
now it’s our favorite thing to do,” Gilmore 
said. “We’re excited about being here. It’s 
the only place I go where I feel like I’m 
young.” Gilmore wishes they’d started 
sooner. “I’m better at playing bridge than I 
was at working.”

Memphis BBQ with 
Smoking Good Foods

Just outside the Convention Center. 
We offer a  

$1-OFF  
coupon on your next order,  
JUST BRING THIS AD!

HOT & FRESH FOOD
Menu items: Smoked ribs, grilled chicken on a stick, BBQ smoked thick-cut bologna, 
polish sausages, corn dogs, all-beef hot dogs, BBQ nachos, catfish and fry baskets

Homemade sides: BBQ baked beans, macaroni and cheese, cole slaw, fries
Desserts: soft-serve vanilla and chocolate ice cream, cheesecake

Drinks: sweet tea, lemonades (regular, strawberry, blue raspberry,) Coke products

YANCEY’S

Richie Schwartz 
memorial

A memorial service for Richie Schwartz, 
who died Feb. 7 at 75, will be held at 10:30 p.m. 
Friday, March 29, at the Sheridan in Room 1803 
in the South Tower. Anyone is welcome. For more 
information, text Drew Casen at 702-308-3794.

Charity begins 
at AmazonSmile

For every eligible purchase you make on 
Amazon.com, the AmazonSmile Foundation 
donates .5% of the purchase price (less shipping, 
gift wrap charges, etc.) to your chosen charity. 
Why not make the ACBL Educational Foundation 
or the ACBL Charity Foundation your chosen 
charity? 

When you shop at smile.amazon.com, you’ll 
find the exact same low prices and convenient 
shopping experience as Amazon.com with the 
added bonus that AmazonSmile will donate a 
portion of the purchase price to your favorite 
charitable organization. Picture this: If every 
ACBL member were to designate one of the 
two ACBL charity funds as their AmazonSmile 
recipient and spend $200, $168,000 would flow 
to the Educational Foundation and the Charity 
Foundation!

Can I use my existing Amazon.com account 
on AmazonSmile?

Yes, you use the same account on Amazon.
com and AmazonSmile. Your shopping cart, wish 
list, wedding or baby registry and other account 
settings are also the same.

How do I select a charitable organization?
Go to smile.amazon.com using your 

computer or mobile device. On your first visit 
to AmazonSmile, you’ll select a charitable 
organization before you begin shopping. Choose 
either ACBL Charity Foundation or ACBL 
Educational Foundation.

Free play 
winner

Tuesday’s winner 
of the random free-play 
giveaway is Laura 
Burke from Michigan.


