
Thinking bridge 

By Eddie Kantar  @ NABC Spring 2019 Memphis-8 

After you open 1♥ and partner responds 2NT, Jacoby, you show your singleton club, and partner 
bids 3♦. You bid 4NT, Roman Key Card Blackwood, and land in 6♥. The opening lead is the ♣Q. 
Hearts are 1-1. Plan the play. 

You have a certain diamond loser and a possible spade loser. When dealing with losers in two 
suits, it is almost always right to start with the longer combined suit, providing the suit is un-
evenly divided. Given that your diamonds are 4-3, you may be able to develop an extra diamond 
trick if their diamonds are divided 3-3. That extra diamond winner can be used to discard a 
spade from dummy thus avoiding the spade finesse. 

Win the ♣A, ruff a club high, cross to a trump, ruff dummy’s last club and play the ♦A and a low 
diamond. If East follows with the lowest outstanding diamond, play low, ducking the trick into 
West. Holding a doubleton diamond, West will have no safe exit and no spade finesse will be nec-
essary. If West has a diamond exit and diamonds are 4-2, you need the spade finesse. 

If East doesn’t play the lowest missing diamond, win the king and exit a diamond hoping for 3-3 
diamonds (36%). If you get lucky, you will be able to discard a spade from dummy on your 
fourth diamond. However, if diamonds are 4-2 (48%), close your eyes and take the spade finesse. 
Sometimes finesses work. In any case, you have 68% chance of landing this contract by giving 
yourself two chances. 

The normal way to play diamonds with this combination is to duck a diamond and then play the 
ace-king. This technique allows you to retain control of the suit when the suit breaks 4-2. How-
ever, you can’t afford to do that here. If you duck a diamond and East wins and returns a spade, 
you have more or less painted yourself into a corner. You don’t know whether diamonds are 
breaking 3-3, so you don’t know whether to take the spade finesse or gamble on the diamonds 
being 3-3.  
 
Why put yourself in such a predicament? This hand is more or less the exception to the general 
rule of ducking a trick early with this diamond combination because you must discover how the 
diamonds break immediately because of the threat of a premature spade return from East 
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Buy your NABC entry online
Don’t wait in line! Buy your entries 

in advance for all national-level events at 
BridgeWinners.com. 

Entries must be purchased by 10 a.m. the day 
of the event EXCEPT for events that require pre-
registration, in which case the ACBL deadline, or 
the earlier of the two, applies.

A nice feature: 
You can buy entries 
in advance and be 
charged for the total 
number of sessions 
played after the 
event is over. 

JUST  FOR  NEW  PLAYERS
Take All Your Chances 

By Eddie Kantar
   ♠ 4 3
   ♥ K J 8 6 5
  ♦ A 9 6
  ♣ A 5 4
 ♠ K 8 7 6  ♠ J 10 9 5 2
 ♥ 2  ♥ 7
 ♦ J 8  ♦ Q 10 7 3
 ♣ Q J 8 6 3 2  ♣ K 10 9
  ♠ A Q
  ♥ A Q 10 9 4 3
  ♦ K 5 4 2
  ♣ 7 

 After you open 1♥ and partner responds 
2NT, Jacoby, you show your singleton club, and 
partner bids 3♦. You bid 4NT, Roman Key Card 
Blackwood, and land in 6♥. The opening lead is 
the ♣Q. Hearts are 1-1. Plan the play. 

You have a certain diamond loser and a 
possible spade loser. When dealing with losers 
in two suits, it is almost always right to start 
with the longer combined suit, providing the suit 
is unevenly divided. Given that your diamonds 
are 4-3, you may be able to develop an extra 
diamond trick if their diamonds are divided 
3-3. That extra diamond winner can be used to 
discard a spade from dummy thus avoiding the 
spade finesse.      

Win the ♣A, ruff a club high, cross to a 
trump, ruff dummy’s last club and play the ♦A 

Check cashing and 
Bridge Bucks

The check cashing and Bridge Bucks desk 
is located on the second floor of the Convention 
Center across from Ballroom C.

The desk hours are 9:30 to 10 a.m, and noon 
to 1 p.m.

and a low diamond. 
If East follows with 
the lowest outstanding 
diamond, play low, 
ducking the trick 
into West. Holding a 
doubleton diamond, 
West will have no 
safe exit and no 
spade finesse will be 

necessary. If West has a diamond exit and 
diamonds are 4-2, you need the spade finesse.      

If East doesn’t play the lowest missing 
diamond, win the king and exit a diamond 
hoping for 3-3 diamonds (36%). If you get 
lucky, you will be able to discard a spade from 
dummy on your fourth diamond. However, if 
diamonds are 4-2 (48%), close your eyes and 
take the spade finesse.  Sometimes finesses 
work. In any case, you have 68% chance of 
landing this contract by giving yourself two 
chances.    

The normal way to play diamonds with 
this combination is to duck a diamond and 
then play the ace-king. This technique allows 
you to retain control of the suit when the suit 
breaks 4-2. However, you can’t afford to do 
that here. If you duck a diamond and East 
wins and returns a spade, you have more or 
less painted yourself into a corner. You don’t 
know whether diamonds are breaking 3-3, 
so you don’t know whether to take the spade 
finesse or gamble on the diamonds being 3-3. 

Bonny Peterson 
came all the way 
from Eureka MT, a 
small town 80 miles 
from the nearest 
sanctioned bridge 
club. “It’s my birthday 
present to myself,” 
she said. “My first 
national.” The first 
few days she played 
with a friend from 
Florida who had lived for a short time in 
Eureka. Since then, she’s been picking up 
partners at the I/N partnership desk. “It’s 
been fun,” she said. “They’ve hooked me up 
with some good partners.” Before arriving, 
she had about 30 masterpoints, almost all 
from playing online.

♠ ♥ ♦ ♣  

I/N players are our VIPs!
Intermediate/Newcomer players: Please join 

us for a special dinner in between the afternoon 
and evening games. Sliders and ice cream will be 
served at 6 p.m. in the I/N playing area.

Why put yourself in such a predicament?   
This hand is more or less the exception to 

the general rule of ducking a trick early with this 
diamond combination because you must discover 
how the diamonds break immediately because of 
the threat of a premature spade return from East. 

Masterpoint Milestone
Jennie Sauviac of 

Metairie LA became a 
Diamond Life Master 
playing in the Thursday 
side game playing 
with longtime bridge 
partner, Daryl Fisher of 
Diamondhead MS. She 
said that after the joy of 
becoming the National 
Goodwill Member in 
2007, becoming a Diamond Life Master was her 
quest.

Richie Schwartz 
memorial

A memorial service for Richie Schwartz, 
who died Feb. 7 at 75, will be held at 10:30 
p.m. tonight, at the Sheridan in Room 1803 in 
the South Tower. Anyone is welcome. For more 
information, text Drew Casen at 702-308-3794.


