
Thinking bridge 

By Eddie Kantar  @ NABC Spring 2019 Memphis-9 

 
 
You open 2♣ and rebid 2NT showing 22 to 24 HCP after partner’s 2♦ “waiting” response. With a 
perfectly balanced hand, partner disdains Stayman and boosts you to 6NT knowing of at least 33 
HCP between the two hands. 

The opening lead is the ♠10. Plan the play. 

You have 11 top tricks with two chances for a 12th: hearts 3-3 (36%) or the ♣Q with East (50%). 
Once again, trying to set up an extra trick in the longer suit (hearts) is best because if the suit 
does not break 3-3, you are still alive and can take the club finesse. The plan, therefore, is to 
duck a heart and then test hearts. If hearts are 3-3, you won’t need the club finesse. Your chance 
for success is 68%. 

The technique of ducking a heart and then playing the ace-king is far superior to playing the 
ace-king and a heart to see if they divide 3-3 for two reasons: (1) You retain control of the suit if 
they break 4-2 so you can still take the club finesse. (2) If hearts are 4-2, the opponents can take 
two heart tricks in which case you never do get a chance to take a club finesse (after cashing the 
ace). 
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Buy your NABC entry online
Don’t wait in line! Buy your entries 

in advance for all national-level events at 
BridgeWinners.com. 

Entries must be purchased by 10 a.m. the day 
of the event EXCEPT for events that require pre-
registration, in which case the ACBL deadline, or 
the earlier of the two, applies.

A nice 
feature: You can 
buy entries in 
advance and be 
charged for the 
total number of 
sessions played 
after the event 
is over. 

JUST  FOR  NEW  PLAYERS
Take All Your Chances

By Eddie Kantar
   ♠ K J 3
   ♥ K 7 6 4
  ♦ A J 2
  ♣ 7 4 3

  ♠ A Q 2
  ♥ A 5 2
  ♦ K Q 8 7
  ♣ A K J
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playing the ace-king is far superior to playing 
the ace-king and a heart to see if they divide 3-3 

for two reasons: (1) You 
retain control of the suit if 
they break 4-2 so you can 
still take the club finesse. 
(2) If hearts are 4-2, the 
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The full deal:
     ♠ K J 3
   ♥ K 7 6 4
  ♦ A J 2
  ♣ 7 4 3
 ♠ 10 9 8 6  ♠ 7 5 4
 ♥ 10 8 3  ♥ Q J 9
 ♦ 10 5 3  ♦ 9 6 4
 ♣ Q 9 5  ♣ 10 8 6 2
  ♠ A Q 2
  ♥ A 5 2
  ♦ K Q 8 7
  ♣ A K J

I have used this hand in my classes for years. 
One lady who came to all of my classes wound up 
playing this hand seven or eight times and went 
down each time, taking the club finesse before 
testing the hearts, no matter how much pleading 
and explaining I did. 

The following year I couldn’t stand it any 
longer and put the ♣Q with East and made hearts 

Kathy Duggan of Knoxville TN played in the 
299er Pairs with Greg Nomland of Cordova, 
a suburb of Memphis. “Wherever I go, I find 
a bridge game,” Duggan said. “I’ve played 
in Paris, France; Barcelona, Spain; Florence, 
Italy; Mobile, Alabama. I’m just so hooked 
on bridge.” Duggan went to the 2016 Fall 
NABC in Orlando when she had less than 
5 masterpoints and won a trophy. Nomland 
was also enjoying the tournament and 
wished he could get a souvenir T-shirt.

♠ ♥ ♦ ♣  

4-2 so she would finally make the hand. This 
time she won the opening lead and played the 
♥A K and a heart, allowing them to take two 
heart tricks. I gave up.   

Bridge on the Santa Fe Plaza 
August 19-24, 2019

 

Join World Champion & Master Teacher Donna Compton, 
Grand Master & 5-Time Top 500 Champion Chris Compton &  

Novice Program 
 

specifically for those just beginning to 

game with a chance to earn ACBL mas-

terpoints in a supervised environment. 

 

Intermediate Program 
Lessons designed to take your game to 

the next level and access to personal 

coaching and advice.

 
Donna Compton 

Gary King

 
Chris Compton 

Power Bridge Retreat 

8 Hours a Day of Full Immersion with Donna Compton  

 

Exclusive opportunity to power your game during an all inclusive
experience where you will enjoy one-on-one game analysis

and Instructor Extraordinaire Gary King

Trolley fare is $1 (cash)
The fare for the Main St. trolleys is $1, 

cash only. Contrary to earlier reports, the trolley 
rides are NOT free to NABC attendees. ACBL 
members are asked to kindly refrain from arguing 
with trolley operators on this matter.

Notice of binding 
arbitration

By becoming an ACBL member or 
renewing your membership in the ACBL, you 
expressly agree to waive your right to have 
disputes between you and the ACBL resolved 
in a court of law and agree to accept the use 
of binding arbitration before the American 
Arbitration Association. The binding arbitration 
provisions are available for review at acbl.org/
bindingarbitration. 

Sliders and ice cream were served at a 
special dinner for I/N players on Friday in the 
I/N room.
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