
Thinking bridge 

By Eddie Kantar  @ NABC Spring 2019 Memphis-9 

Partner opens 1♦, you respond 2♣, partner raises to 3♣, you try 3♠ hoping partner can 
bid 3NT with a heart stopper. No luck, partner takes you back to 4♣, and you bid 5♣. 

The opening lead is the ♥K (surprise), and then a heart to East’s ace. At trick three, East 
shifts to a low spade. Plan the play. 

Stick in the queen. A 50% chance is better than trying to set up the diamonds for two 
spade discards. In order for that to happen, you need diamonds to be 3-3, a 36% chance. 

Ideally, you would like to have had time to test the diamonds first, but you didn’t have 
that luxury. You were forced to make an early decision, so knowing the odds helps. 

Say you had one less spade and one more club. Now you can make the hand needing 
only one spade discard. In other words, you can make the hand if diamonds divide 3-3 
(36%) or 4-2 (48%). In that case, it would be better to rise with the ♠Aand try to set up 
the diamonds, an 84% chance. 
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JUST  FOR  NEW  PLAYERS
Take All Your Chances 

By Eddie Kantar
  North (Partner)
   ♠ 7 6
   ♥ 6 5
  ♦ A 7 6 5 3
  ♣ A K J 9

  South (You)
  ♠ A Q J
  ♥ J 7
  ♦ K 10
  ♣ Q 10 8 7 6 5

Partner opens 1♦, you respond 2♣, partner 
raises to 3♣, you try 3♠ hoping partner can bid 
3NT with a heart stopper. No luck, partner takes 
you back to 4♣, and you bid 5♣.   

The opening lead is the ♥K (surprise), and 
then a heart to East’s ace.  At trick three, East 
shifts to a low spade. Plan the play.    

Stick in the queen. A 50% chance is better 
than trying to set up the diamonds for two spade 
discards. In order for that to happen, you need 
diamonds to be 3-3, a 36% chance.     

Ideally, you would like to have had time to 

test the diamonds first, 
but you didn’t have that 
luxury. You were forced to 
make an early decision, so 
knowing the odds helps.     

Say you had one less 
spade and one more club. 
Now you can make the 
hand needing only one 
spade discard. In other 

words, you can make the hand if diamonds divide 
3-3 (36%) or 4-2 (48%). In that case, it would 
be better to rise with the ♠A and try to set up the 
diamonds, an 84% chance. 

The full deal:
   ♠ 7 6
   ♥ 6 5
  ♦ A 7 6 5 3
  ♣ A K J 9
 ♠ 10 8 5 2  ♠ K 9 4 3
 ♥ K Q 9 4 2  ♥ A 10 8 4 
 ♦ Q 9  ♦ J 8 4 2
 ♣ 4 3  ♣ 2 
  ♠ A Q J
  ♥ J 7
  ♦ K 10
  ♣ Q 10 8 7 6 5

Mignon Williams came alone from McLean 
VA as she regularly does for regionals and 
occasional NABCs the past few years. 
“The partnership desks – I love them,” she 
said. “They always find nice people for 
me.” Williams began playing bridge about 
10 years ago when she retired from the 
United Nations after working 34 years as 
an accountant there in New York. “I like 
the game very much,” she said. “I also like 
to gamble a lot.”

NABC Electronic 
Device Policy

Except by 
permission of the 
director in charge, any 
electronic equipment 
or device capable 
of receiving or 
sending an electronic 
signal, or capable of 
communicating in 
any way, may not be 
operated or functioning in any manner in the 
playing area during a session of play. Any such 
equipment must not be visible during the session 
and must remain off at all times.

The above restrictions apply to all players, 
captains, coaches, kibitzers and play recorders 
except those persons granted permission by the 
ACBL, and are in force throughout any playing 
session or segment of play. Further restrictions 
and requirements apply in events involving live 
internet and/or yugraph coverage.

A violation of any of the above restrictions 
will result in an automatic penalty, pursuant to 
Law 91 of the Laws of Duplicate Bridge.

NABC+ events
n First offense of any kind (ringing, answering 

or initiating a call, texting or browsing) in a 
session: One full board, 12 IMPs or 20% of 
the maximum available VPs per match, at the 
respective form of scoring.

n Second offense in the same session or third 
offense within the event, disqualification of 
the pair or team from the event.

Other events
n First offense, in the same session – ringing 

only: one-quarter board, 3 IMPs or 1 VP, at 
the respective form of scoring; first offense 
in the same session – answering or initiating 
a call, texting or browsing: one-half board, 
6 IMPs or 2 VPs, at the respective form of 
scoring. 

n Second offense in the same session: two full 
boards, 20 IMPs or 50% of the maximum 
available VPs per match, at the respective 
form of scoring.

n Third offense in the event: disqualification of 
the pair or team from the event.
Kibitzers violating this policy will be 

removed from the playing area for the remainder 
of the session.

This policy applies to all events at NABCs.

FRIDAY EVENING ZIP KO
  13 Tables
  4.29   1   Sylvia Shi - Joshua Donn - Daniel Korbel, 
Las Vegas NV; Aaron Jones, Menlo Park CA; Jennifer Lin, 
North Bethesda MD
  3.00   2   Jacob Freeman - Michael Freeman, Toronto 
ON; Finn Kolesnik, Ventura CA; Iftikhar Baqai, Irvine CA
  1.72  3/4  Lorraine Cable, Elmhurst NY; Kerry Kappell, 
Sunnyside NY; Matthew Dyer, Chicago IL; Lew Gamerman, 
Randolph MA
  1.72  3/4  Raluca Dobrescu, Woodside NY; Owen Lien, 
Oak Park MI; Matt Cory - Penelope Millar, Indianapolis IN

SATURDAY DAYLIGHT COMPACT KO
  14 Tables
 10.05   1   Robert Sagor, Greenfield MA; Judith Hyde, 
Northampton MA; Robert Guerard, Brossard QC; Andre Houde, 
Laval QC
  7.04   2   Donald Hixson - Virginia Hixson, Rapid City 
SD; Byron Southern - Ellen Coffield, Little Rock AR
  4.52   3   Linda Sherrell, Collierville TN; Thomas 
Bartlett - Sharon Ohsfeldt, Germantown TN; Todd Vanderpool, 
Cordova TN
  3.52   4   Robert Webster, Ripon WI; Nancy Ogreenc, 
Wautoma WI; Wayne Peters, Appleton WI; Gregg Underheim, 
Oshkosh WI
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