
Take All Your Chances By Eddie Kantar  

NABC summer 2019 Las Vagas 2  

After you open 1♥ in fourth seat, partner’s leap to 4♥ ends the bidding West leads the ♠2, 
fourth best, to East’s king and your ace. Now what? Plan the play. 

You are staring at three losers (two spades and the ♦A), not to mention the ♥K. Working 
with diamonds is out of the question as they will win and cash a spade trick reducing you to 
the heart finesse. 

If you take the heart finesse and it loses, down you go. But wait! What about the club 
finesse? If that works, you can discard a spade from dummy on the ♣A. But wait! What if 
the club finesse loses and the heart finesse was working all along? 

Both finesses are 50-50 propositions, but why guess when you can “combine”? And guess 
what? There is a “two-king”’ combining rule. 

When dealing with two suits each missing a king and a finesse for either will land you your 
contract, but if you take the wrong one, down you go, play the ace of the longer suit 
(hearts), and if the king doesn’t drop, take a finesse in the shorter suit, clubs.  

The chance of finding the singleton ♥K coupled with the club finesse if the ♥K doesn’t 
drop, is your best bet. Also, when you lead a heart to the ace, lead the queen. West may be 
someone who has covered every honor with an honor since birth. 
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JUST  FOR  NEW  PLAYERS
Take All Your Chances

By Eddie Kantar
  North (Dummy)
   ♠ 9 7 3
   ♥ A 9 5 3 2
  ♦ Q J 10 9
  ♣ 6

  South (You)
  ♠ A 5 4
  ♥ Q J 10 8 7
  ♦ K 4
  ♣ A Q 10

After you open 1♥ in fourth seat, partner’s 
leap to 4♥ ends the bidding. 

Buy your NABC 
entry online

Don’t wait in line! Buy your entries in advance 
for all national-level events at BridgeWinners.com. 

Entries must be purchased by 10 a.m. the day 
of the event EXCEPT for events that require pre-
registration, in which case the ACBL deadline, or 
the earlier of the two, applies.

A nice feature: You can buy entries in advance 
and be charged for the total number of sessions 
played after the event is over. 
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�rab your friends and play in the 
Junior Zip KO Saturday night.

What 
Free Junior “Midnight” Zip KO

When
Saturday, 
1(5ƫĂĀ

11:30ƫpċmċ 

Locals Brian Marsh and Gilbert 
Castaneda have been playing 
bridge only four months. They 
were playing their first session 
of their first tournament Friday 
afternoon in the 49ers game. 
They learned bridge in a class 
of mainly theatrical and musical 
performers. “We had no idea 
what kind of rabbit hole we were 
getting into,” Marsh said. “We’re 
here to make lots of mistakes 
and learn a lot.”

Details: www.AliceTravel.com 
888-816-2457

JOIN LARRY COHEN 
ACBL Sanction #2002112

WESTERN CARIBBEAN 
Roundtrip Miami 
Royal Caribbean’s  
Oasis of the Seas 

Jan. 26-Feb. 2, 2020 
From $1999 per person 

 

ACBL GOLD Masterpoints® 
Daily lectures 

Q&As • Awards Party 
Open pairs, Stratiflighted Swiss teams,  

Knockout teams, Side games 
Includes gratuities to steward and main 

dining staff; current taxes/fees 
Group Travel Protection Plan

Entries
A valid ACBL player number is required to 

play in all events at the NABC.

All North American championships with no 
upper masterpoint limit $30 per player per session

(For team events, this means $120 per team 
per session for four-person teams, $150 per team 
per session for five-person teams, and $180 per 
team per session for six-person teams. Only ACBL 
members current on their dues and service fees 
are eligible to play in NABC+ events. $1.50 per 
person per session benefits the International Fund.)

Other North American championships 
$22 per player per session

(For the team events, this means $88 per team 
per session for teams of four, $110 per team per 
session for teams of five, and $132 per team per 
session for teams of six. Only ACBL members 
current on their dues and service fees are eligible 
to play in these events.)

Judi, Judi, Judi
In yesterday’s report of the Hall of Fame 

ceremony, the name of 2019 inductee Judi 
Radin was misspelled. Our apologies to Ms. 
Radin for the error.

Stay in touch
Is your email address on file? Is it up to date? 

Let ACBL know. Call toll-free in the U.S., 800–
264–2743; outside the U.S. 1–662–3191 Monday–
Friday, 8 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. Central Time). You 
may also email service@acbl.org or  update your 
info at acbl.com by logging into MyACBL.

king and a finesse 
for either will land 
you your contract, 
but if you take the 
wrong one, down 
you go, play the 
ace of the longer 
suit (hearts), and 
if the king doesn’t 
drop, take a finesse 
in the shorter suit, 
clubs. 

The chance of finding the singleton ♥K 
coupled with the club finesse if the ♥K doesn’t 
drop, is your best bet. Also, when you lead a 
heart to the ace, lead the queen. West may be 
someone who has covered every honor with an 
honor since birth. 

The full deal: 
   ♠ 9 7 3
   ♥ A 9 5 3 2
  ♦ Q J 10 9
  ♣ 6
 ♠ Q 10 8 2  ♠ K J 6
 ♥ 6  ♥ K 4
 ♦ A 8 6 5  ♦ 7 3 2
 ♣ J 9 8 3  ♣ K 7 5 4 2
  ♠ A 5 4
  ♥ Q J 10 8 7
  ♦ K 4
  ♣ A Q 10

Email us
Got a hand you’d like to share or a nice story? 

We’d love to see it: NABCDailyBulletin@acbl.
org. You’ll also find our email address on the 
front page of the paper under the “Daily Bulletin” 
between the date and the editors’ names. 

This email address won’t be checked with any 
regularity when the NABC is not in session, so 
please continue to use our office email addresses 
for non-tournament–related correspondence.
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