
Thinking bridge NABC summer 2019 Las Vegas

By Eddie Kantar -3 

Wild horses can’t keep you out of 6♠ after partner opens 1♣ and then raises spades. West 
leads the ♥J. Plan the play. 

With 11 top tricks, you have two chances for a 12th trick: the diamond finesse, needing 
West to have the king, or leading up to the ♣Q, also needing West to have the king. 

Question: Which finesse to take first? 

Answer: The one that “keeps you alive” even if it loses. 

If you take the diamond finesse and it loses, you are down even if West has the ♣K. 

If you lead up to the ♣Q and it loses to East’s king, you can still make the hand if West has 
the ♦K.  

So draw trumps, strip hearts ending in your hand, and lead a low club to the queen. You 
have a 75% chance of making this contract needing one of two finesses. 
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JUST  FOR  NEW  PLAYERS
Take All Your Chances

Eddie Kantar
  
  North (Dummy)
   ♠ Q 10 3 2
   ♥ K 6 5
  ♦ A Q 7
  ♣ Q 6 5

  South (You)
  ♠ A K J 8 7 5
  ♥ A Q 3
  ♦ 5
  ♣ A 7 3

Joy Brown and Shawn Speight of San Diego 
have been playing bridge for two years. They 
had only been playing four months when 
they played in the Fall NABC that year in 
their hometown. “We learned it wasn’t as 
intimidating as we thought it would be,” Brown 
said. “It was just like playing at our club.” 
Speight said he came to bridge because he 
started knowing more and more people who 
played. Brown saw a sign for lessons in Balboa 
Park and decided to try it. They went to the 
same lessons and got matched there and have 
been playing together since.

Stay in touch
Is your email address on file? Is it up to date? 

Let ACBL know. Call toll-free in the U.S., 800–

264–2743; outside the U.S. 1–662–3191 Monday–

Friday, 8 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. Central Time). You 

may also email service@acbl.org or  update your 

info at acbl.com by logging into MyACBL.

♦K. 
So draw 

trumps, strip hearts 

ending in your 

hand, and lead a 

low club to the 

queen. You have 

a 75% chance 

of making this 

contract needing 

one of two finesses. 
The full deal:

  North (Dummy)
   ♠ Q 10 3 2
   ♥ K 6 5
  ♦ A Q 7
  ♣ Q 6 5
 ♠ 4  ♠ 9 6
 ♥ J 10 9 7  ♥ 8 4 2
 ♦ J 9 6 4 2  ♦ K 10 8 3
 ♣ K J 8  ♣ 10 9 4 2
  South (You)
  ♠ A K J 8 7 5
  ♥ A Q 3
  ♦ 5
  ♣ A 7 3

Email us
Got a hand you’d like to share or a nice story? 

We’d love to see it: NABCDailyBulletin@acbl.

org. You’ll also find our email address on the 
front page of the paper under the “Daily Bulletin” 

between the date and the editors’ names. 

This email address won’t be checked with any 

regularity when the NABC is not in session, so 

please continue to use our office email addresses 
for non-tournament–related correspondence.

Trusting the signals
By Barry Rigal

 Dlr: South ♠ J 4
 Vul: Both ♥ 8 7 5 2
 Bd: 23 ♦ A 3
  ♣ A K 4 3 2
 ♠ A 5 2  ♠ 8 7
 ♥ Q 6  ♥ A K J 10 9 4
 ♦ J 8 4 2  ♦ Q 7
 ♣ J 9 6 5  ♣ 10 8 7
  ♠ K Q 10 9 6 3
  ♥ 3
  ♦ K 10 9 6 5
  ♣ Q

 West North East South
    1♠
 Pass 2♣ 2♥ 3♦
 Pass 3♥ Pass 4♦
 Pass 4♠ All Pass

As West, you lead the ♥Q. East overtakes with 
the ♥K and plays the ♥A. Declarer ruffs low and 
plays a spade to the jack and partner’s 8. A second 

trump goes to the 7, king and your ace. What now?

Partner’s heart and spade cards clearly deny 

♣Q x x. Declarer must be 6–5 and very light. If 
you exit in trumps, declarer will unblock clubs and 

run the trumps. You can fold up your tent and go 

home.

Instead, shift to a diamond. When declarer 

wins in hand, he will run the trumps to reach this 

ending: 

  ♠ — 
  ♥ — 
  ♦ A
  ♣ A K 4 3 2
 ♠ —   ♠ — 
 ♥ —   ♥ 10 9
 ♦ J 8  ♦ 7
 ♣ J 9 6 5  ♣ 10 8 7
  ♠ 3
  ♥ — 
  ♦ 10 9 6 5
  ♣ Q

On the last trump, you pitch another diamond, 

and now declarer has a safe route for 10 tricks, a 

somewhat dangerous route for 11. If he unblocks 

diamonds then comes to the ♣Q, the ♦J had better 
drop!

Entry fees
A valid ACBL player number is required to 

play in all events at the NABC. 

Players must be ACBL members whose 

service fees or dues are current in 

order to compete in any of the following 

nationally ranked events: Grand National Teams 

(Championship Flight), von Zedtwitz Life Master 

Pairs, Spingold Knockout Teams, Wagar Women’s 

Pairs, Truscott/USPC Senior Swiss Teams, 

Wernher Open Pairs, Freeman Mixed Board-A-

Match Teams and the Roth Open Swiss Teams. 

The entry fees for these contests are $30 per player 

per session. For team events, this means $120 per 

team per session for four-person teams, $150 per 

team per session for five-person teams, and $180 
per team per session for six-person teams. When 

screens are in use, there is an additional fee of $10 

per pair or $20 per team per session.

Note: Only ACBL members are eligible to 

play in NABC+ events. $1.50 per person per 

session benefits the International Fund.
Players must also be current ACBL members 

to play in the Grand National Teams (Flights 

A, B & C), the 0–6000 and 0–2500 Mini-

Spingold Knockouts, the 0–10,000 NABC Pairs, 

the 0–10,000 Mixed Swiss Teams, the Bruce 

LM–6000 Pairs, the Young 0–2500 Pairs and the 

Bean Red Ribbon Pairs. The entry fee is $22 per 

player per session. For the team events, this means 

$88 per team per session for teams of four, $110 

per team per session for teams of five, and $132 
per team per session for teams of six. (The GNT 

Flights A, B & C have no fee the first two days of 
the contest.) When screens are in use, there is an 

additional fee of $10 per pair or $20 per team per 

session.

Regional events are $20 per player per session 

for ACBL members, and $24 for lapsed members. 

For multi-session team events of three sessions or 

more, the entry fee is $80, $100 or $120 for teams 

of four, five or six, respectively. For team events 
of one or two sessions, the entry fee is $80 per 

session.

Events with a masterpoint limit of 300 or 

lower are $15 per player per session for ACBL 

members, $19 for lapsed members.

Convention card reminder
Each player is required to have a convention 

card filled out legibly and on the table throughout 
a session. The convention card must include 

the first and last name of each member of the 
partnership, and the cards must be identical.

If a director determines that neither player has 

a substantially completed card, the partnership 

may play only the Standard American Yellow Card 

and may use only standard carding. This restriction 

may be lifted only at the beginning of a subsequent 

round after convention cards have been properly 

prepared and approved by the director. Further, the 

partnership will receive a 1/6-board matchpoint 

penalty for each board played, commencing with 

the next round and continuing until the restriction 

is lifted. In IMP team games, penalties shall be at 

the discretion of the director.

If the director determines the partnership has 

at least one substantially completed convention 

card but has not fully complied with ACBL 

regulations, the director may give warnings or 

assign such penalties as he deems to be appropriate 

under the circumstances.

The objective of these warnings and penalties 

is the encouragement of full compliance with 

ACBL regulations.
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