
Thinking bridge NABC summer 2019 Las Vegas

By Eddie Kantar -5 

 
Partner opens 1♦, you respond 1♠, West overcalls 2♥, partner chimes in with 3♣, and your 
3NT bid ends the auction, partner passing reluctantly. West leads the ♥6, East plays the ♥9, 
and there you are in the wrong contract (partner’s fault, of course). Plan the play.   

Obviously, you can’t give up the lead, and you have two suits to work with, diamonds (a 
suit missing a queen) and clubs (a suit missing the king). What to do? Remember your 
“combining” rule and stay alive, stay alive! Start by cashing the ♦A K. If the queen drops, 
you have 10 tricks. If it doesn’t, cross to the ♠A. No finesse, please! Even if the ♠J holds, 
you still need the club finesse so why take a practice (unnecessary) finesse? After winning 
the ♠A, run the ♣Q. If it holds, cash a second spade, discarding a diamond from dummy, 
and repeat the finesse running the 10. 

When you can’t afford to give up the lead and you have two finesse suits going for you, one 
missing a queen, the other a king, either suit affording you enough tricks to make your 
contract if the finesse works, play the A-K of the suit missing the queen, and if the queen 
doesn’t drop, take a finesse in the suit missing the king.   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JUST  FOR  NEW  PLAYERS
Take All Your Chances

By Eddie Kantar

  North (Dummy)
   ♠ 2
   ♥ 8
  ♦ A K J 10 7 6
  ♣ A J 9 5 4 

  South (You)
  ♠ A K J 6 3
  ♥ Q J 4
  ♦ 3 2
  ♣ Q 10 7

Bridge Bucks and 
check cashing

Bridge Bucks and check-cashing services will 
be available outside the Gracia Ballroom on the 
third floor from 9:30 – 10 a.m. and noon to 1 p.m.

Check-cashing limit is 
$500.

Players may purchase 
Bridge Bucks using all major 
credit cards.

Connie Kinsey, left, and Gailyn 
Thornton came from Atlanta 
to play in the NABC. While 
Thornton has played twice 
before at NABCs when they’ve 
been in Atlanta, including last 
year, it’s Kinsey’s first time. 
“She talked me into coming,” 
Kinsey said. Thornton has been 
playing bridge for 15 years and 
started duplicate 10 years ago 
but only really got into it about 
three years ago. “I just love the 
tournaments,” Thornton said. 
“It’s a different mindset than 
social bridge. The competition 
has a nice edge.”
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The full deal: 
  ♠ 2
   ♥ 8
  ♦ A K J 10 7 6
  ♣ A J 9 5 4 
 ♠ Q 9 5  ♠ 10 8 7 4
 ♥ A K 7 6 5 2  ♥ 10 9 3
 ♦ 9 8 5  ♦ Q 4
 ♣ 2  ♣ K 8 6 3
  ♠ A K J 6 3
  ♥ Q J 4
  ♦ 3 2
  ♣ Q 10 7

                                                                       

Details at: www.AliceTravel.com or call: 8 8 8 -8 1 6 -2 4 5 7

Introducing...our first-ever “European Collection”
aboard the stupendous 6 -Star Crystal Serenity

...ta ke one, two, or a ll three!

ACBL Sectional: Rome to Athens - October 1 0 -2 3 , 2 0 1 9
ACBL Sectional: Athens to Barcelona - October 2 3 -November 5 , 2 0 1 9
ACBL Regional: Barcelona to Ft. Lauderdale - November 5 -2 4 , 2 0 1 9

Details: 
www.AliceTravel.com

8 8 8 -8 1 6 -2 4 5 7

Host: Larry Cohen

For the Record
Robb Gordon, 

ACBL National Recorder
At the ACBL Board meetings in Las Vegas, 

the Board passed a motion that restructures the 
unit and district disciplinary apparatus. The 
positions of Unit Recorder and Unit Disciplinary 
chair will be eliminated and responsibility for 
these functions will rest at district level. Why is 
this change being made? Several reasons:

1. Many units are small and don’t have enough 
volunteers (or they don’t have people willing to 
take on these tasks).

2. We have 25 districts and about 300 units. 
We want to have all disciplinary actions handled 
in a way consistent with our Code of Disciplinary 
Regulations. It is very difficult to keep 600 unit 
officials trained and current, especially with 
turnover that the Office of National Recorder 
might not even be aware of.

3. Units are sometimes so close-knit that it can 
be hard to find a panel that has no conflicts with 
either side.

4. There are so few cases that it is impossible 
for disciplinary personnel to keep their skills fresh. 
During 2018, for example, unit recorders dealt 
with 55 cases total ACBL-wide. 

Of course, there are larger units with an 

effective recorder. Those units will be able to keep 
their recorder by requesting to the district to make 
that person an Assistant District Recorder. Such 
requests may not be unreasonably refused.

This change will not take effect until Jan. 1, 
2020.

Turn, turn, turn
By Barry Rigal

To everything there is a season. Some things 
need to be done at once, others can wait.

This deal is from the first final session of the 
von Zedtwitz LM Pairs:
 Dlr: East  ♠ 10 5 2
 Vul: None ♥ K 2
 Bd: 14 ♦ K 7 2
  ♣ Q J 10 7 2
 ♠ 9 8 7  ♠ A Q J 6 3
 ♥ 9 3  ♥ J 7
 ♦ A 5 3  ♦ Q 10 9 8
 ♣ 9 6 5 4 3  ♣ A 8
  ♠ K 4
  ♥ A Q 10 8 6 5 4
  ♦ J 6 4
  ♣ K
 West North East South
   1♠ 2♥
 2♠ Dbl Pass 4♥
 All Pass

West should surely lead the ♠9 to make East’s 
job easier. But if West leads a low spade, East may 
be seduced into continuing the suit or into shifting 
to clubs. Both of these plays are highly unlikely 
to be necessary. A spade can almost certainly 
wait: Where is the loser going unless declarer has 
precisely ♦A J doubleton?

Much more likely is that a club will be fatal 
when the cards lie like this — declarer surely has 
the ♠K and seven hearts plus either the ♦A or the 
♣A — and West’s simple spade raise suggests the 
♦A if he only has three low spades.

So East shifts to a diamond: the ♦9 (zero or 
two higher) makes West’s task of winning and 
returning the suit easy. Down one swung a passel 
of matchpoints compared to minus 420.
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