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the next generation to fly.
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The Night of His Birth
KATHERINE PATERSON
Illustrated by

LISA AISATO
Sing out, my soul, the wonder . . .

Mary’s baby has arrived, and she can’t contain her joy! As Joseph
sleeps, she examines her newborn’s tiny mouth, his wild hair, his
little hands. Yet what’s most wondrous is that this child is not just
Mary’s own but a gift that God has shared with everyone.
Poetic text by Newbery Medalist Katherine Paterson and striking
images by Lisa Aisato reveal the intimacy of that unforgettable night
long ago, when the mother of Jesus was the first to welcome him into
a world he would change forever.

KATHERINE PATERSON is the internationally acclaimed
author of more than thirty-five books for children and young adults.
She has twice won the Newbery Medal and the National Book
Award, as well as the Hans Christian Andersen Award and the Astrid
Lindgren Memorial Award. The Library of Congress has named her
a National Ambassador for Young People’s Literature and a Living
Legend. For more information, visit www.katherinepaterson.com.
LISA AISATO is a Norwegian artist and children’s book author
whose distinctive work has been published in books and magazines
around the world. For more information, visit www.lisaaisato.com.

C H I L D R E N ’ S B O O K S F R O M F LYAWAY B O O K S

New from Newbery Medalist Katherine Paterson!

September • Jacketed hardback • $18.00
9781947888128 • 32 pages • 8.25" x 10.25" • Ages 6–10
Rights: US and Canada • Market: Children • Shelving: Holiday

Key Selling Points
• A poetic story recounting the night of Jesus’ birth
written by Newbery Medalist Katherine Paterson
• Offers a mother’s reflection on the joyous arrival of
a child
• Perfect for gift-giving

1.800.523.1631 | www.flyawaybooks.com | Flyaway Books
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The Worst
Christmas Ever
KATHLEEN LONG BOSTROM
Illustrated by

GUY PORFIRIO
Now that his family has moved to California,
Matthew has doubts as the holiday season
approaches. Palm trees? No snow? It’s all wrong.

Little sister Lucy thinks everything is wonderful, but Matthew knows
better. And to top it off, the sudden disappearance of his beloved dog,
Jasper, settles it. This will be the worst Christmas ever.
Or will it? Surprising events on Christmas Eve just might change
everything—and maybe this new place can feel like home to Matthew after all.

KATHLEEN LONG BOSTROM is the author of more
than forty books, many for young children. Collectively, her
books have sold more than two million copies, and many have
been translated into other languages. For more information, visit
www.kathleenlongbostrom.com.
GUY PORFIRIO has illustrated more than eighteen picture
books, including the New York Times bestseller Grandpa’s Little
One by Billy Crystal, Papa’s Gift by Kathleen Long Bostrom, and
Jump!, which he wrote and illustrated. For more information,
visit www.guyporfirio.com.
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September • Jacketed hardback • $17.00
9781947888098 • 48 pages • 10.5" x 9" • Ages 3–7
Rights: World • Market: Children • Shelving: Holiday

Key Selling Points
• Gives readers a new perspective on the meaning
of home this Christmas season
• Features a multiracial family
• Designed to be given as a gift

PAUL STEWART
Illustrated by

JANE PORTER
Every sheep is different. Some white, some black. Some
striped, some spotted, some with hats! They’re all still
sheep, and they can all play together. At least that’s
what Brian thinks—until the other sheep say they can
be friends only with sheep that are just like them.

But when danger strikes, can Brian help the sheep come together?
Can Brian the ordinary become Brian the Brave?
This lively story with bright, playful artwork will prompt conversations about friendship, teamwork, and bias based on race or language.

PAUL STEWART is the author of many books for children,
including the best-selling Edge Chronicles and Far-Flung Adventures
series, both cocreated with Chris Riddell.
JANE PORTER, a winner of the London Book Fair Illustration
Prize, has illustrated a number of lively picture books, some of which
she also wrote. For more information, visit www.janeporter.co.uk.

August • Jacketed hardback • $17.00
9781947888180 • 32 pages • 9.45" x 10.83" • Ages 3–7
Rights: US and Canada • Market: Children
Shelving: Character and Values

Key Selling Points

C H I L D R E N ’ S B O O K S F R O M F LYAWAY B O O K S

Brian the Brave

• Encourages children to challenge bias and
prejudgment
• Teaches children to accept and celebrate their
differences
• Features bright, playful illustrations with animal
characters

1.800.523.1631 | www.flyawaybooks.com | Flyaway Books
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Where Is Home,
Daddy Bear?
NICOL A O’BYRNE
Evie Bear and Dad are moving. But as they leave their old
home behind and set off on their long drive toward the new,
Evie Bear is full of questions. “What if I don’t like it there?”
she worries. “How will I make new friends?” But her dad
reassures her with wise and comforting words, and by the
end of their journey, Evie Bear comes to realize that she
can feel at home anywhere, as long as Dad is with her.
Featuring endearing bears and lustrous mixed media art, Where Is
Home, Daddy Bear? is a simple yet thoughtful tale that considers the
question of the true meaning of home.

NICOL A O’BYRNE wrote her first children’s book at age
five and has been writing and illustrating children’s stories ever
since. She now works full-time as an author and illustrator, basing her characters on people she knows. Her works have received
numerous awards and nominations. For more information, visit
www.nicolaobyrne.com.

Flyaway Books | www.flyawaybooks.com | 1.800.523.1631

August • Jacketed hardback • $17.00
9781947888142 • 32 pages • 10.25" x 9.75" • Ages 3–7
Rights: North America • Market: Children • Shelving: Family

Key Selling Points
• An intimate story about a single dad and a young cub
• Reveals that home isn’t a specific location, but
anywhere you’re with loved ones
• Features endearing bears and lustrous mixed media art

A Christmas Story
BARBARA BROWN TAYLOR
Illustrated by

MEL ANIE CATALDO

This enchanting Christmas story by beloved author and preacher
Barbara Brown Taylor follows the three wise men on their world-changing
journey to Bethlehem. In this beautiful retelling of their adventure,
Taylor captures the power of one very special star and gives readers a
new perspective on the three wise men and their encounters with King
Herod, Mary, Joseph, and baby Jesus. Home by Another Way: A Christmas
Story features breathtaking artwork from illustrator Melanie Cataldo
and is perfect for gift-giving.

9781947888005 • $18.00
Jacketed hardback • Ages 6–10

R E C E N T LY R E L E A S E D C H I L D R E N ’ S T I T L E S

Home by Another Way

The Story of AND
The Little Word That Changed the World
SANDY EISENBERG SASSO
Illustrated by

JOANI KELLER ROTHENBERG

With a song by

CARRIE NEWCOMER

When an array of opinionated shapes just can’t find common ground, AND comes
to the rescue. AND is the link that helps each pair of shapes overcome their differences, teaming up to create something entirely new. Bouncy rhyming text and
colorful paintings come together in a fable that will prompt children to look for
the unexpected connections all around them. Singer/songwriter Carrie Newcomer
has recorded an original song based on the story, available to readers as a bonus
download at www.flyawaybooks.com/resources.

9781947888050 • $18.00
Jacketed hardback • Ages 3–7

.
She joined their hands. “Have no doubt
The

two

of you can build a house.

ld
And then many houses cou
togethe

r be a neighborhood!”
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Who Is My Neighbor?
AMY-JILL LEVINE
and SANDY EISENBERG SASSO
Illustrated by

DENISE TURU
Blues and Yellows just don’t mix, and that’s how it’s always been. No one
remembers why. But then comes the day Midnight Blue takes a tumble
along the road. His friends Navy and Powder Blue don’t even stop to help!
It’s only when a Yellow comes along that everything changes—forever.

This creative story is sure to prompt rich conversations, encouraging new ways of
seeing our neighbors and ourselves. A note for parents and educators is included.

9781947888074 • $17.00
Jacketed hardback • Ages 3–7

Bruno’s Hat
CANIZALES
Sergio said that my best friend Bruno’s hat was weird.
When I told him to stop, he called me a weirdo! What should I do?
Told from the point of view of Bruno’s best friend, Peter, this insightful children’s
book explores bullying—especially the choices children face in defending others
who are bullied. Readers will see Peter’s struggle to overcome his own fear of being
bullied as he learns how to help a friend. Bruno’s Hat features a variety of animal
characters and colorful, lively illustrations. The book also includes a downloadable
guide to help children, parents, and educators navigate the challenges of childhood
bullying. The guide, available at www.flyawaybooks.com/resources, features various questions and activities for children.
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9781947888135 • $17.00
Jacketed hardback • Ages 3–7

A Book about Anger
IAN DE HAES
When Simon gets mad, he gets REALLY mad. So mad that big, bad, angry
beasts appear. At first Simon loves having the beasts around to help scare
off anyone who upsets him, but over time he realizes that no one wants
to be around him or the beasts. This makes Simon sad, so he decides to
try to still his mind and practice being calm. And the beasts disappear!
Featuring colorful and expressive illustrations, this insightful book helps children
learn how to handle their anger. A guide for parents and teachers in the back of
the book features strategies for talking to children about their emotions along with
various exercises they can use to cope with anger.

9780664263553 • $16.00
Hardback • Ages 3–7

R E C E N T LY R E L E A S E D C H I L D R E N ’ S T I T L E S

Simon and the Big,
Bad, Angry Beasts

What in the World
Is Wrong with Gisbert?
JOCHEN WEEBER
Illustrated by

FARIBA GHOLIZADEH
Meet Gisbert, a tall, young giraffe. Gisbert is tall enough to do
everything a giraffe might want to do, and his life is good. But
one day, something happens. Gisbert’s friends start making
fun of him, and with each negative comment they say, he
begins to shrink! What in the world is wrong with Gisbert?

This insightful book helps teach children about the consequences of bullying and
the power of friendship. What in the World Is Wrong with Gisbert? features various
animal characters and bright, playful illustrations.

9781947888029 • $16.00
Hardback • Ages 3–7

1.800.523.1631 | www.flyawaybooks.com | Flyaway Books
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God’s Big Plan
ELIZABETH F. CALDWELL
and THEODORE HIEBERT
Illustrated by
KATIE YAMASAKI

9781947888067 • $17.00
Jacketed hardback • Ages 3–7

This vibrant picture book illuminates a new understanding of
the story of Babel in Genesis, revealing God’s plan for wonderful diversity throughout the world. God’s Big Plan includes a
note for parents and educators.

Growing
in God’s Love
A Story Bible

ELIZABETH F. CALDWELL
and CAROL A. WEHRHEIM,
editors
9780664262914 • $25.00
Hardback • Ages 3–7

This engaging resource features 150 popular Bible stories that
are organized by 13 themes. Three reflection questions—Hear,
See, Act—are included at the end of each story to help children
further ponder the message of the story.

The Marvelous
Mustard Seed

No One Else
like You

AMY-JILL LEVINE and
SANDY EISENBERG
SASSO

SISKA GOEMINNE

Illustrated by
MARGAUX MEGANCK

Illustrated by
MEREL EYCKERMAN
9780664263539 • $16.00
Hardback • Ages 3–7

9780664262754 • $16.00
Hardback • Ages 3–7

Based on Jesus’ parable of the Mustard Seed, this inspiring
children’s book shows young readers that one tiny seed—just
like one small child—carries a world of potential.

When God
Gave Us Words
SANDY EISENBERG
SASSO
Illustrated by
DARCY DAY ZOELLS
9781947888012 • $16.00
Hardback • Ages 3–7

Award-winning children’s book author Sandy Eisenberg Sasso
tells a creative tale about the origin of words, and the power of
language, in When God Gave Us Words. Inside this innovative
children’s book, God gives the power of words to humankind.
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There are so many people in the world. Over seven billion!
They come in all sorts of shapes, sizes, and colors. Some are
happy, and some are grumpy. And yet, even with so many people in this world, there is no one quite like you!

Baptism Promises
CAROL A. WEHRHEIM
Illustrated by
ROZ FULCHER

9781947888036 • $8.00
Board book • Ages 2–4

Baptism Promises helps explain to children the significance of
their baptism and the promises their family and church community made to them during the sacrament. The perfect baptism gift!

Travels with the Not-So-Grim Reaper
LORI ERICKSON
“Informative, insightful and thoroughly entertaining, Near the Exit is a
travelogue of human mortality.”
—IRA BYOCK, MD, author of Dying
Well and The Best Care Possible
“Lori Erickson fearlessly weaves ancient perspectives and cultural
expressions about death gleaned from her own travel experiences into
the intimate stories of her mother’s life in a nursing home in Iowa. Near
the Exit will appeal to anyone who struggles to understand the mystery
of death and dying.”
—Missy Buchanan, advocate and writer-speaker for older adults
After her brother died unexpectedly and her mother moved into a
dementia-care facility, spiritual travel writer and Episcopal deacon
Lori Erickson felt called to a new quest: to face death head on, with
the eye of a tourist and the heart of a pastor.

August • Paper • $17.00
9780664265670 • 180 pages • 5.5” x 8.5”
Rights: World • Market: General Reader
Spirituality

Key Selling Points
• Blends memoir and travel writing with Erickson’s
spiritual perspective
• Examines how cultures at home and abroad
approach death and mortality
• Encourages readers to consider how they, too, can
embark on a spiritual exploration of their own
mortality

Blending memoir, spirituality, and travel, Near the Exit examines how
cultures confront and have confronted death, from Egypt’s Valley of
the Kings and Mayan temples, to a Colorado cremation pyre and Day
of the Dead celebrations, to Maori settlements and tourist-destination graveyards. Erickson reflects on mortality—the ways we avoid
it, the ways we cope with it, and the ways life is made more precious
by accepting it—in places as far away as New Zealand and as close
as the nursing home up the street. Throughout her personal journey
and her travels, Erickson helps us to see that one of the most life-affirming things we can do is to invite death along for the ride.

CHRISTIAN LIVING AND SPIRITUALIT Y

Near the Exit

LORI ERICKSON is one of America’s top travel writers specializing in spiritual journeys and is an Episcopal deacon. She’s the
author of the memoir Holy Rover: Journeys in Search of Mystery, Miracles, and God, which was a finalist for the 2017 Travel Book of the
Year INDIES Award from Foreword Reviews. She lives in Iowa City,
Iowa, with her husband.

Related Title
The Good Funeral
$28.00
9780664238537

1.800.523.1631 | www.wjkbooks.com | Westminster John Knox Press
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The Courage to See

Daily Inspiration from Great Literature
GREG GARRETT and
SABRINA FOUNTAIN, editors
“It has seemed to me sometimes as though the Lord breathes on this poor
gray ember of Creation and it turns to radiance—for a moment or a year
or the span of a life. And then it sinks back into itself again, and to look
at it no one would know it had anything to do with fire, or light . . .
Wherever you turn your eyes the world can shine like transfiguration.
You don’t have to bring a thing to it except a little willingness to see.
Only, who could have the courage to see it?”
—Gilead by Marilynne Robinson
Book lovers know there is something sacred in the stories, poetry, and
insight of even the most secular books. This 365-day devotional celebrates the beauty of literature and its ability to illuminate elements
of the Divine, present all around us. Pairing excerpts from more than
two hundred literary works with thought-provoking Scriptures and
brief prayers, this spiritual guide invites readers to draw closer to
God through the words of both classic and modern authors.

September • Hardback • $20.00
9780664263089 • 376 pages • 5” x 7”
Rights: World • Market: General Reader
Devotional

Key Selling Points
• Provides spiritual enrichment through classic
literature by pairing readings with Scripture
• Features excerpts from over two hundred classic and
modern literary works
• Makes an excellent gift for any book lover

GREG GARRETT is the author of over two dozen books of fiction, nonfiction, and memoir. He is Professor of English at Baylor
University and Theologian in Residence at the American Cathedral
in Paris. He lives in Austin, Texas, with his wife, Jeanie, and their
family.
SABRINA FOUNTAIN writes on art and culture and is currently working on a collection of essays on the ways negative space,
silence, and absence carry significant meaning in our lives. She lives
with her husband and twin sons in central Texas.

Related Title
Gift and Task
$20.00
9780664263218
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Rogue Saints

Spirituality for Good-Hearted
Heathens

On Lives and Living

JERRY HERSHIPS

THOMAS LYNCH

9780664264918 • $18.00 • Paper

From one of our most gifted
writers and thinkers about death
and the meaning of living comes
a collection of writings about
“what comes next.” Thomas
Lynch, funeral director, poet, and
author has an uncanny knack for
writing about death in ways that are never morbid, always
thoughtful, often humorous, and quite moving.

9780664264420 • $14.00 • Paper

The world is full of good-hearted
heathens, those who love people
and those who want to do good
in the world. Herships absolves
other former churchgoers of their
guilt. No, you don’t have to go to
church to love and serve God. Yes,
God still loves you and wants to
help you love the world.

Sabbath
as Resistance

Mindfulness and
Christian Spirituality

New Edition with Study Guide
WALTER BRUEGGEMANN

9780664263164 • $15.00 • Paper

Saying No to
the Culture of Now

Making Space for God

9780664263294 • $15.00 • Paper

In this new edition that includes
a study guide, popular author Walter Brueggemann writes that the
Sabbath is not simply about keeping rules but rather about becoming a whole person and restoring a whole society. Brueggemann addresses our 24/7 society
of consumption, a society in which we live to achieve, accomplish, perform, and possess.

What’s the Least
I Can Believe and
Still Be a Christian?

A Guide to What Matters Most
New Edition with Study Guide
MARTIN THIELEN

BESTSELLERS IN CHRISTIAN LIVING

Whence
and Whither

TIM STEAD

“Biblically grounded, theologically
fresh, psychologically astute, and
deeply holistic.”
—Marjorie Thompson,
author of Soul Feast
In Mindfulness and Christian Spirituality, Tim Stead explores how
practicing mindfulness can help Christians better live out
their faith. He also reflects on how it can impact what and how
Christians believe and seeks to find how mindfulness enables
our Christian faith to work for us.

Soul Feast, Newly
Revised Edition

An Invitation to
the Christian Spiritual Life
MARJORIE J. THOMPSON

9780664239244 • $17.00 • Paper

9780664239381 • $17.00 • Paper

“Thielen’s book is clear, accessible,
down to earth, and reliable.”
—James C. Howell,
pastor and author

With over 150,000 copies sold, this
bestselling spiritual classic offers a
framework for understanding the
spiritual disciplines and instruction for developing and nurturing those practices. This new revision includes new chapters,
updated content, and a study guide.

Pastor and author Martin Thielen has compiled a list of ten
things Christians need to believe—and ten things they don’t—to
be Christians. This lively and engaging book will be a help to
seekers as well as a comfort to believers who may find themselves questioning some of the assumptions they grew up with.
1.800.523.1631 | www.wjkbooks.com | Westminster John Knox Press
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Truth over Fear

Combating the Lies about Islam
CHARLES KIMBALL
“Charles Kimball has written an important book—a text that is all
at once a primer on Islam, a practical guide for peacemakers, and an
inspirational vision for a world based on interfaith cooperation. Read
this book and join the movement to make faith a bridge of cooperation
rather than a barrier of division.”
—Dr. Eboo Patel, Founder and President of Interfaith Youth Core
Questions and fears about Islam have proliferated American life for
decades, from the Iranian Revolution in 1979 to the September 11,
2001, attacks. Yet more recent history has seen a new development
in the tangle of Christian-Muslim relations: the mainstreaming of
Islamophobia as a path to political and societal power at the highest
level. Politicians and religious leaders now routinely spread fear and
confusion about Muslim beliefs and practice in order to bolster their
own positions.

September • Paper • $16.00
9780664264628 • 158 pages • 5.5” x 8.5”
Rights: World • Market: General Reader
World Religions

Key Selling Points
• Written by renowned Christian scholar of Islam
Charles Kimball
• Refutes the pervasive use of Islamophobia from
politicians and religious leaders
• Encourages Christian-Muslim dialogue, shared
ministry, and community building

Many recognize what is wrong with this situation but are frustrated
with what seem to be limited options for response. Truth over Fear
provides resources to address the manipulation of religious misunderstanding and intolerance. From renowned Christian scholar of
Islam and longtime participant in Christian-Muslim engagement,
Charles Kimball demystifies Islam, the world’s second-largest religion, and provides practical guidance on how to share simple facts
about Muslim beliefs and practices with family and others, how to
take the first steps in dialogue with Muslim neighbors, and how to
move beyond dialogue to shared ministry and community building.

CHARLES KIMBALL is Presidential Professor and Chair of the
Department of Religious Studies at the University of Oklahoma in
Norman, Oklahoma. He is a frequent speaker at colleges, churches,
and ecumenical and interreligious programs. He is the author of six
books, including When Religion Becomes Evil: Five Warning Signs, and
the popular course “Comparative Religion” presented by The Great
Courses.

Related Title
The Search for Truth
about Islam
$20.00
9780664237059
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How What Separates Us Can Save Us
L AY TON E. WILLIAMS
Foreword by

DIANA BUTLER BASS

“Disunity itself may not be so much a problem to be solved as a holy
opportunity for growth and transformation. Disunity is so often seen as an
evil: the breakdown of relationship, of community, of cohesion. But disunity
doesn’t have to mean destruction. In the arguments and protests born from
our disunified state, we hear hard but important truths that push back on
our assumptions and our hubris. In our willingness to confront our own
doubts, and others’, about things we’ve always assumed to be true, we are
invited to discover new and deeper understandings of truth.”
—excerpt from Holy Disunity

C U LT U R E A N D S O C I A L I S S U E S

Holy Disunity

These days, there’s no dirtier word than “divisive,” especially in religious and political circles. Claiming a controversial opinion, talking
about our differences, even sharing our doubts can be seen as threatening to the goal of unity. But what if unity shouldn’t be our goal?

October • Paper • $17.00
9780664265663 • 216 pages • 5.5” x 8.5”
Rights: World • Market: General Reader
Christian Living

Key Selling Points
• Addresses current polarization in this country and
in our churches
• Equips readers to endure conflict, facing difficult
relationships and circumstances head on
• Offers a diverse perspective focusing on the
intersection of faith, justice, politics, and culture

In Holy Disunity: How What Separates Us Can Save Us, Layton E. Williams proposes that our primary calling as humans is not to create
unity but rather to seek authentic relationship with God, ourselves,
one another, and the world around us. And that means actively
engaging those with whom we disagree. Our religious, political,
social, and cultural differences can create doubt and tension, but
disunity also provides surprising gifts of perspective and grace. By
analyzing conflict and rifts in both modern culture and Scripture,
Williams explores how our disagreements and differences—our disunity—can ultimately redeem us.

L AY TON E. WILLIAMS is an ordained minister in the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) and a writer. She previously served as Pastoral
Resident at Fourth Presbyterian Church in Chicago before entering
the world of advocacy journalism as Audience Engagement Editor
at Sojourners. She earned a MDiv from Austin Presbyterian Theological Seminary in Austin, Texas, and currently lives in Charleston,
South Carolina, where she seeks to minister in ways that offer understanding, justice, and relationship in the midst of division.

Related Title
In Defense of Civility
$20.00
9780664235444

1.800.523.1631 | www.wjkbooks.com | Westminster John Knox Press
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What Do Our
Neighbors Believe?
Second Edition
Questions and Answers
on Judaism, Christianity, and Islam

MICAH GREENSTEIN, KENDRA G.
HOTZ, and JOHN KALTNER
The current social and political climate makes it easy to benefit from
religious misunderstanding. Political and religious leaders create
fear of the religious other in order to drum up support for themselves. But the best way to combat deliberate misrepresentation is to
provide accurate, timely information about the three great monotheistic religions: Judaism, Christianity, and Islam.

October • Paper • $16.00
9780664265106 • 190 pages • 5.5” x 8.5”
Rights: World • Market: General Reader • World Religions

Key Selling Points
• Compares all three religions on common questions,
beliefs, and practices
• Updates 2007 edition with current ethical questions
and addresses issues such as Islamophobia and antiSemitism
• Draws on the knowledge of three scholars and
leaders in each religious community

What Do Our Neighbors Believe? Second Edition organizes the three
belief systems, asking the same questions of each: When and where
did each originate? What are the sacred writings? What kind of
leaders does each have? What are their most essential beliefs? New
sections explore current ethical questions and issues, including the
deliberate use of misinformation about Islam to bolster power and
generate fear and the recent rise in anti-Semitic hate crimes. By
introducing the common aspects of Judaism, Christianity, and Islam,
Greenstein, Hotz, and Kaltner make understanding their genuine
differences and their many similarities much more possible.

MICAH GREENSTEIN is Senior Rabbi at Temple Israel in
Memphis, Tennessee. Rabbi Greenstein is a two-time President of
the Memphis Ministers Association and serves on the board of the
National Civil Rights Museum.
KENDRA G. HOTZ is Associate Professor of Religious Studies
and Robert R. Waller Chair of Population Health at Rhodes College
in Memphis, Tennessee.
JOHN KALTNER is Associate Professor of Religious Studies,
Virginia Ballou McGehee Professor of Muslim-Christian Relations,
and Chair of the Department of Religious Studies at Rhodes College
in Memphis, Tennessee.

Related Title
What Christians
Can Learn from
Other Religions
$16.00
9780664238377

14

Westminster John Knox Press | www.wjkbooks.com | 1.800.523.1631

An Advent Study

CYNTHIA M. CAMPBELL

SEASONAL

Christmas in the
Four Gospel Homes
Art by

KEVIN BURNS

“The first year, the Gospel readings take us to Matthew’s house; then we
move on to Mark; finally, we visit Luke. Every year, on special occasions
. . . we go to visit John. Just like our own homes, each gospel house is
quite different—décor and ambience reflect the family that lives there
and their individual traditions. Some are cluttered; others are spare.
Some are decorated within an inch of their lives; others are haphazard.
We each like some more than others but moving around allows us to
savor the same things from different perspectives.”
—excerpt from Christmas in the Four Gospel Homes

September • Paper • $13.00
9780664264994 • 96 pages • 5” x 7”
Rights: World • Market: General Reader • Advent

Key Selling Points
• Provides a unique biblical study angle of Christmas
themes in each of the four Gospels
• Uses drawings from architect Kevin Burns to
interpret accounts as Gospel “homes”
• Written by respected author Cynthia M. Campbell

How might a house look for Christmas based on what each Gospel
says about it? In Christmas in the Four Gospel Homes, beautiful illustrations from architect Kevin Burns reimagine each of the four Gospels
as a “house,” which the church visits at Christmas. In each section,
Cynthia M. Campbell reflects on the distinctive perspective of the
birth of Jesus or the incarnation offered by each Gospel. Suitable for
individual or group study, Christmas in the Four Gospel Homes creatively reimagines the season and inspires new and exciting reflection for Advent.

CYNTHIA M. CAMPBELL, president emerita of McCormick Theological Seminary, is pastor of the Highland Presbyterian
Church, Louisville, Kentucky. She is a contributor to the Feasting
on the Word and Connections series and the author of A Multitude of
Blessings: A Christian Approach to Religious Diversity.

Related Title
God Is In the Manger
$16.00
9780664238872
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SEASONAL

Advent for Everyone:
Matthew
A Daily Devotional
N. T. WRIGHT
“Tom Wright is simply crucial; his writing can transform one’s life.”
—Anne Rice, author
“Tom Wright is, as always, brilliant at distilling immense scholarship
into vivid, clear, and accessible form.”
—Rowan Williams, former Archbishop of Canterbury
Advent for Everyone: Matthew provides readers with an inspirational
guide through the Advent season, from the First Sunday of Advent
through the Saturday after the Fourth Sunday of Advent. Popular
biblical scholar and author N. T. Wright provides his own Scripture
translation and brief reflection to guide readers through the season
toward the wonder and joy of Christmas. This book is suitable for
both individual and group study and reflection.

August • Paper • $16.00
9780664263416 • 136 pages • 5.06” x 7.81”
Rights: U.S. • Market: General Reader • Advent

N. T. WRIGHT is the Chair in New Testament and Early Christianity at the University of St. Andrews in Scotland. He is the former
Bishop of Durham in the Church of England and is a prolific author
and noted New Testament scholar. His books include the New Testament for Everyone series, Scripture and the Authority of God, Surprised
by Hope, Simply Christian, and Evil and the Justice of God.

Key Selling Points
• Written as a companion to Wright’s best-selling Lent
for Everyone volumes
• Includes Wright’s Scripture translation and
reflections
• Presents a new devotional from a popular author

Related Title
Advent for Everyone:
Luke
$16.00
9780664263430
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Advent Reflections
on the Spirituals

Celebrating
Abundance

Devotions for Advent

LUKE A. POWERY

9780664260323 • $13.00 • Paper

WALTER BRUEGGEMANN

9780664262273 • $13.00 • Paper

In these devotions for the season
of Advent, Luke Powery leads
the reader through the spirituals
as they confront the mystery of
incarnation and redemption. In
Rise Up, Shepherd! each devotion
features the lyrics of the spiritual, a reflection on the spiritual’s
meaning, a Scripture verse, and a
brief prayer.

This powerful devotional by
best-selling author Walter Brueggemann includes daily reflections
on the Scriptures and stories of
Advent in order to invite us to see
beyond the world’s faux extravagance and realize the true feast laid
out before us. Twelve prayers are
also included.

Advent in Narnia

Names
for the Messiah

Reflections for the Season
HEIDI HAVERKAMP

9780664261795 • $14.00 • Paper

“Walking into Advent can be like
walking through the wardrobe.”
With its enchanting themes of snow
and cold, light and darkness, forgiveness and hope—and even an
appearance by Father Christmas—C.
S. Lewis’s The Lion, the Witch, and
the Wardrobe fits naturally into the
Advent season. These twenty-eight devotions alternate between
Scripture and passages from the novel to prompt meditation on
Advent themes.

Every Valley

Advent with the Scriptures
of Handel’s Messiah
9780664259983 • $15.00 • Hardback

This gift-worthy book will delight
and inspire classical music fans
and those for whom Messiah is a
beloved Christmas tradition with
essays exploring the theological,
historical, and pastoral implications of the Scriptures that make
up Handel’s Messiah.

An Advent Study

WALTER BRUEGGEMANN

R E C E N T LY R E L E A S E D A D V E N T T I T L E S

Rise Up, Shepherd!

9780664262570 • $13.00 • Paper

In Isaiah 9:6, a divine utterance is
given to us using four royal titles—
Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God,
Everlasting Father, and Prince of
Peace. Names for the Messiah ponders each royal designation and
how the people understood it then,
how Jesus did or did not fulfill the title, and how Christians
interpret Jesus as representative of that title.

Wonder
of Wonders

Christmas with
Dietrich Bonhoeffer
DIETRICH
BONHOEFFER

9780664260453 • $15.00
Hardback

These beautiful meditations from the works of
Dietrich Bonhoeffer are combined with full-color photographs
and are perfect as brief devotions for those who already love
Bonhoeffer’s work and as wonderful introductions to his writing for young readers and others not yet familiar with him.

1.800.523.1631 | www.wjkbooks.com | Westminster John Knox Press
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BIBLE

From Judgment
to Hope
A Study on the Prophets

WALTER BRUEGGEMANN
“These ancient utterances constitute a means whereby our denial and
our despair may be countered. They are at the same time a resource for
our truth-telling and our hope-telling that is grounded in the reality of
God who is in, with, and under these ancient utterances.”
—excerpt from From Judgment to Hope
While conservative interpreters might believe that prophets were
predictors and progressives believe the prophets to be simply social
advocates, Walter Brueggemann argues that the prophets were
“emancipated imaginers of alternative.” Emancipated from the dominant thinking of their societies, the prophets imagined an alternative
reality and invited listeners to join them in their commitment to that
new reality.

November • Paper • $14.00
9780664265519 • 136 pages • 5.5” x 8.5”
Rights: World • Market: General Reader • Bible

Key Selling Points
• Combines several popular Prophet studies into one
volume
• Covers Major and Minor Prophets, Isaiah, and the
prophets of the Persian age
• Written by popular biblical scholar Walter
Brueggemann

In this collection of studies, popular biblical scholar Walter Brueggemann explores the Major Prophets, the Minor Prophets, and the
prophets of the Persian Age. By highlighting the common themes of
judgment and hope found in the prophets’ messages, Brueggemann
invites readers to consider what those messages mean for us today.
Questions for reflection conclude each chapter. From Judgment to
Hope is suitable for individual or group study.

WALTER BRUEGGEMANN is William Marcellus McPheeters
Professor Emeritus of Old Testament at Columbia Theological Seminary. An ordained minister in the United Church of Christ, he is the
author of dozens of books, including Sabbath as Resistance: Saying
No to the Culture of Now, Journey to the Common Good, and Chosen?
Reading the Bible amid the Israeli-Palestinian Conflict.

Related Title
Truth Speaks to Power
$25.00
9780664239145
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BIBLE

An On-Going
Imagination

A Conversation about Scripture,
Faith, and the Thickness of Relationship
WALTER BRUEGGEMANN
and CLOVER REUTER BEAL
Edited by

TIMOTHY BEAL
Why should we still bother with the Bible today? What is
the purpose of prayer, and what can it do for our lives? How
is keeping the Sabbath countercultural? What does it mean
to say that the God in the Bible is “a God in recovery”?

Biblical scholar Walter Brueggemann has always excelled at making
the Bible approachable and engaging. Drawn from a series of public
conversations with Brueggemann and his former student and longtime friend Clover Reuter Beal, An On-Going Imagination explores
Brueggemann’s most influential biblical-theological concepts and
methods.
October • Paper • $18.00
9780664264130 • 128 pages • 5.5” x 8.5”
Rights: World • Market: General Reader • Bible

Key Selling Points
• Serves as an entry for beginners into Brueggemann’s
work
• Presents a path back into the Bible for those who
have been put off by the culture wars
• Explores Brueggemann’s most influential biblicaltheological concepts

Related Title
Living
Countertestimony
$20.00
9780664234256

Intimate, provocative, and challenging, An On-Going Imagination
offers an enlightening introduction to Brueggemann’s work for readers who want to learn more and a way back into the Bible for people
who feel alienated from it by those on the right and the left who
claim to have it all figured out. Brueggemann and Beal reawaken us
to the fascinating strangeness of biblical tradition and its incredible
power to help us imagine new ways of seeing and being in the world.

WALTER BRUEGGEMANN is William Marcellus McPheeters
Professor Emeritus of Old Testament at Columbia Theological Seminary. An ordained minister in the United Church of Christ, he is the
author of dozens of books, including Sabbath as Resistance: Saying
No to the Culture of Now, Journey to the Common Good, and Chosen?
Reading the Bible amid the Israeli-Palestinian Conflict.
CLOVER REUTER BEAL is Colead Pastor of Montview Boulevard Presbyterian Church in Denver, Colorado. Previously, she was
Associate Pastor at Forest Hill Church, Presbyterian, in Cleveland
Heights, Ohio, and Dean of the Cleveland Ecumenical Institute for
Religious Studies. Her passions circle around congregational leadership development, gift identification, vocational discernment, and
spiritual formation.

1.800.523.1631 | www.wjkbooks.com | Westminster John Knox Press
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BIBLE

Six Themes
Everyone Should Know
The Six Themes Everyone Should Know series introduces biblical books and their main
themes. Each volume consists of six chapters that present major biblical themes; each
chapter contains an introduction and three major sections:
1. What does the biblical theme mean?
2. What is the meaning of this biblical theme for the faith of life?
3. What does the biblical theme mean for the church at this point in history?
Each volume includes material for participants as well as outlines and guides for leading all six sessions. This series is ideal for small group or individual study.

What People Are Saying about Six Themes Everyone Should Know
“Six Themes Everyone Should Know whets the appetite of student and teacher alike to engage the Scriptures more fully, delve into
key themes, and reflect and pray in communal or personal study. This series offers a valuable gift: an entrance key into the adventures
of the Scriptural narrative and the Spirit who guides us along the journey.”
—Neal D. Presa, Village Community Presbyterian Church and Former
Moderator of the 220th General Assembly (2012), PC(USA)

Six Themes in the Bible
Everyone Should Know
BARRY ENSIGN-GEORGE

9781571532374 • $12.00 • Paper

Barry Ensign-George looks at six themes that begin in the early chapters of Genesis, span the pages
of Scripture, and end with the glorious vision of the book of Revelation. This study is important for
discussing basic biblical frameworks. Within Scripture, echoes of early themes are picked up and
heard, leading to deeper appreciation of the biblical message.

Also in the series
NEW! Six Themes in Exodus Everyone Should Know • V. Steve Parrish • 9781571532435
NEW! Six Themes in Jeremiah Everyone Should Know • W. Eugene March • 9781571532428
NEW! Six Themes in the Psalms Everyone Should Know • Jerome F. D. Creach • 9781571532404
Six Themes in Genesis Everyone Should Know • W. Eugene March • 9781571532367
Six Themes in Matthew Everyone Should Know • James E. Davison • 9781571532350
Six Themes in Luke Everyone Should Know • John T. Carroll • 9781571532381
Six Themes in 1 & 2 Timothy Everyone Should Know • Thomas G. Long • 9781571532398
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A Guide to Reading Scripture,
Newly Revised

BIBLE

The Year of the Bible
JAMES E. DAVISON
This popular, comprehensive Bible-reading program for individuals
and group study offers a sweeping introduction to biblical themes
and concepts. Complete with a detailed reading schedule for every
day of one year, The Year of the Bible leads participants to a better
understanding of Scripture and a greater sense of community within
the church. Newcomers to Scripture and longtime Bible readers
alike will find their Christian faith enhanced and feel a sense of
accomplishment from reading the Bible in its entirety. The Year of the
Bible is suitable for participants in a congregational program or anyone who wants a well-designed program to read through Scripture in
the course of one year.

JAMES E. DAVISON is the former Director of Continuing
Education at Pittsburgh Theological Seminary and a former church
educator. He is an active member of Association of Presbyterian
Church Educators.

September • Paper • $13.00
9780664265427 • 80 pages • 5.5” x 8.5”
Rights: World • Market: General Reader • Bible

Key Selling Points
• Guides readers through reading the Bible in one year
• Features newly revised edition of popular and
comprehensive Bible-reading program
• Can be used by individuals or in a group study
• Has a separate Program Guide for leaders

The Year of the Bible, Program Guide
A Guide to Reading Scripture Together, Newly Revised
JAMES E. DAVISON
James E. Davison helps leaders and congregations put The Year of the Bible program together and
keep it going when enthusiasm flags.
September • Paper • $20.00 • 9780664265434 • 112 pages • 7” x 10”
Rights: World • Market: General Reader • Bible
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CLERGY AND MINISTRY RESOURCES

“Here is a resource that puts hundreds and hundreds of focused scholars in the preacher’s
study, ready to help shovel the diamonds of Scripture for the Sunday sermon. Every
congregation in the country should buy their pastor a complete set, both for their own good
and the good of the world.”
—BARBARA BROWN TAYLOR

Series Overview
Connections: A Lectionary Commentary for Preaching and Worship provides new resources to help preachers achieve the goal
of connecting congregations to Scripture. This nine-volume series offers creative commentary on each reading in the three-year
cycle of the Revised Common Lectionary. It does so first by viewing that reading through the lens of its connections to the rest of
Scripture; and then seeing the reading through the lenses of culture, film, fiction, ethics, science, and other aspects of contemporary life. Included as well are commentaries on the Psalm readings that connect them both to the other readings for the day
and to the congregation’s experience of worship.
Connections is published in partnership with Austin Presbyterian Theological Seminary.

Connections was awarded the 2018 Reference Book
of the Year from the Academy of Parish Clergy!
Publication Schedule

22

Year C, Volume 1
Year C, Volume 2
Year C, Volume 3

Advent through Epiphany
Lent through Pentecost
Season after Pentecost

Now Available
Now Available
Now Available

Year A, Volume 1
Year A, Volume 2
Year A, Volume 3

Advent through Epiphany
Lent through Pentecost
Season after Pentecost

September 2019
December 2019
April 2020

Year B, Volume 1
Year B, Volume 2
Year B, Volume 3

Advent through Epiphany
Lent through Pentecost
Season after Pentecost

September 2020
December 2020
April 2021

Westminster John Knox Press | www.wjkbooks.com | 1.800.523.1631

Jacketed cloth • $45.00
9780664262433 • 352 pages • 7” x 10”
Rights: World • Market: Clergy
Preaching

Year C, Volume 2
Lent through Pentecost

Jacketed cloth • $45.00
9780664262440 • 376 pages • 7” x 10”
Rights: World • Market: Clergy
Preaching

Year C, Volume 3
Season after Pentecost

Jacketed cloth • $45.00
9780664262457 • 400 pages • 7” x 10”
Rights: World • Market: Clergy
Preaching

This nine-volume series is a
practical, constructive, and
valuable resource for preachers
who seek to help congregations
connect more closely with
Scripture.

Year A, Volume 1
Advent through Epiphany

September • Jacketed cloth • $45.00
9780664262372 • 352 pages • 7” x 10”
Rights: World • Market: Clergy
Preaching

CLERGY AND MINISTRY RESOURCES

Year C, Volume 1
Advent through Epiphany

Year A, Volume 2
Lent through Pentecost

December • Jacketed cloth • $45.00
9780664262389 • 400 pages • 7” x 10”
Rights: World • Market: Clergy
Preaching

General Editors
JOEL B. GREEN is Provost, Dean of the School of Theology, and Professor of New Testament Interpretation at Fuller

Theological Seminary.

THOMAS G. LONG is the Bandy Professor Emeritus of Preaching at Candler Theological School, Emory University.
LUKE A. POWERY is Dean of Duke University Chapel and Associate Professor of Homiletics at Duke Divinity School.
CYNTHIA L. RIGBY is the W. C. Brown Professor of Theology at Austin Presbyterian Theological Seminary in

Austin, Texas.

CAROLYN J. SHARP is Professor of Homiletics at Yale Divinity School.

Key Selling Points
• Provides detailed biblical commentary on each of the readings in the RCL (commentary 1)
• Explores each reading’s message through an array of sources and cultural perspectives (commentary 2)
• Empowers preachers to help the congregation connect their lives to Scripture

1.800.523.1631 | www.wjkbooks.com | Westminster John Knox Press
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CLERGY AND MINISTRY RESOURCES

The Preacher’s
Bible Handbook
O. WESLEY ALLEN, JR., editor
“We have gathered a collection of scholars interested in bridging the gulf
between academy’s approach biblical studies and the church’s task of
proclaiming the gospel in order to provide readers with introductions to
each book of the Bible that will help preachers contextualize any passage
on which they plan to focus in relation to the historical circumstances,
literary structure, and theological themes of the book from which the
passage is drawn.”
—excerpt from The Preacher’s Bible Handbook
When it comes to understanding a passage in the Bible, context is
everything. What historical events surround a book’s composition?
What larger literary unit is a given passage part of? What central
themes explored by the book touch on the verses in question? If we
don’t know the answer to questions like these, we are ill-prepared to
speak to–and especially preach about–a passage’s meaning.
The Preacher’s Bible Handbook aims to meet this need for extra help in
preparing the sermon. Essays on each of the biblical books introduce
the most relevant historical, literary, and theological facts about the
book. Each is designed to aid the preacher in setting the stage for a
sermon on any passage in the Bible.
September • Paper • $40.00
9780664263072 • 382 pages • 6” x 9”
Rights: World • Market: Clergy • Preaching

O. WESLEY ALLEN, JR. is Lois Craddock Perkins Professor
of Homiletics at Perkins School of Theology, Southern Methodist
University.

Key Selling Points
• Cross between a Bible handbook aimed at lay
audiences and a commentary series intended for
pastors and preachers
• Focuses on historical, literary, and other questions
that provide essential background for anyone
wishing to preach on a given passage in each of the
biblical books

Related Title
Preaching the Women
of the Old Testament
$22.00
9780664259693
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Thematic Plans for Years A, B, and C
Both lectionary preachers and topical preachers will enjoy the best of both worlds
with this second volume of sermon series ideas designed to frame consecutive
weeks of lectionary texts into seasonal and short-term series. With contributors
from seven denominations, this comprehensive resource offers new perspectives
and fresh ideas for diving deep into biblical themes in ways that make congregants
eager to come back for the next sermon and to invite others as well.
Twenty-eight series plans include thematic overviews, sermon starters, and ideas for
worship and outreach, honoring holy days and seasons and addressing typical patterns of church attendance to maximize visitor retention and member engagement.

Key Selling Points
• Presents a unique resource that combines
lectionary and topical series preaching
• Written by contributors with diverse
backgrounds from seven different
denominations
• Features plans that include thematic
overviews, sermon starters, and ideas for
worship and outreach

September • Paper • $40.00 • 9780664264635 • 320 pages • 7” x 10”
Rights: World • Market: Clergy • Preaching

CLERGY AND MINISTRY RESOURCES

A Preacher’s Guide to Lectionary
Sermon Series, Volume 2

The Psalter for Christian Worship,
Revised Edition
MICHAEL MORGAN
The Psalter for Christian Worship reclaims the Psalms for congregational worship
with new texts set to familiar hymnal tunes. This collection, for worship leaders, musicians, and congregations, will inspire both corporate and private devotions. Features include: The Old Testament flavor of the Psalter is retained with
new sensitivity to imagery and inclusive language; all 150 Psalms have been converted into hymns of reasonable length to be sung in church; an index of suggested
hymn tunes is included; and an index for liturgical use is also provided.

Key Selling Points
• Offers more inclusive language and imagery
• Converts all 150 Psalms into hymns of
reasonable length to be sung in church
• Includes indexes for suggested hymn
tunes and liturgical use

MICHAEL MORGAN is seminary musician for Columbia Theological Seminary and organist at Central Presbyterian Church in Atlanta. He is also a Psalm
scholar and owns one of the largest collections of English Bibles in the country.
August • Paper • $20.00 • 9780664265410 • 186 pages • 6” x 9”
Rights: World • Market: Clergy • Worship
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ACADEMIC RESOURCES

Not Scattered or Confused
Rethinking the Urban World of the Hebrew Bible
MARK MCENTIRE
The Hebrew Bible displays a complicated attitude toward cities. Much of the story
tells of a rural, agrarian society, yet those stories were written by people living in
urban environments. Moreover, cities frequently appear in a negative light; the
Hebrew slaves in the book of Exodus were forced to build cities, and the book of
Samuel’s critique of monarchy assumes an urban setting that supports that monarchy. At the same time Ezra-Nehemiah makes restoration of Jerusalem and its wall
a holy priority, and Genesis 1–11 (and subsequent references to the primeval narrative) show a much more layered view of the dangers and opportunities of the urban
context.

Key Selling Points
• Provides a provocative and relevant reading
of the role of cities in shaping the Hebrew
Bible’s understanding of the divine-human
encounter
• Draws out the contemporary implications
of the biblical text
• Written by the author of a best-selling
introduction to the Old Testament for the
undergraduate market

As the world’s population continues to move into cities and we debate the impact
on human life and the natural environment, it becomes increasingly important to
know how the biblical writers understood the ways in which urban life enhances
and disrupts human thriving. In this book, McEntire offers a comprehensive and
hopeful understanding of the Bible and the city.

MARK MCENTIRE is Professor of Biblical Studies at Belmont University in
Nashville. He is the author of several important books on the Hebrew Bible, including Portraits of a Mature God: Choices in Old Testament Theology and A Chorus of Prophetic Voices: Introducing the Prophetic Literature of Ancient Israel.
October • Paper • $40.00 • 9780664262938 • 312 pages • 6” x 9”
Rights: World • Market: Academic • Biblical Studies

The Word Made Flesh
A Theology of the Incarnation
IAN A. MCFARL AND

Most theologians believe that in the human life of Jesus of Nazareth we encounter
God. Yet how the divine and human come together in the life of Jesus still remains a
question needing exploring. The Council of Chalcedon sought to answer the question
by speaking of “one and the same Son, our Lord Jesus Christ, the same perfect in
divinity and also perfect in humanity, the same truly God and truly a human being.”
But ever since Chalcedon, the theological conversation on Christology has implicitly
put Christ’s divinity and humanity in competition.

Key Selling Points
• Seeks to arrive at new understandings of the
meaning of the incarnation
• Provides an illuminating and insightful
contemporary answer to the ancient
question of what it means to say that Jesus of
Nazareth was fully human and fully divine
• Creatively reimagines the theology of the
ancient Council of Chalcedon, where the
doctrine of the incarnation was first defined

26

What is needed, says Ian A. McFarland, is a “Chalcedonianism without reserve,”
which not only affirms the humanity and divinity of Christ but also treats them as
equal in theological significance. To do so, he draws on the ancient christological
language that points to Christ’s nature, on the one hand, and his hypostasis, or personhood, on the other. And with this, McFarland begins one of the most creative
and groundbreaking theological explorations into the mystery of the incarnation
undertaken in recent memory.

IAN A. MCFARL AND is Regius Professor of Divinity and a Fellow of Selwyn
College at the University of Cambridge.
September • Paper • $35.00 • 9780664262976 • 250 pages • 6” x 9”
Rights: World • Market: Academic • Theology
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JUSTO L. GONZÁLEZ
In this groundbreaking work, esteemed historian of Christianity Justo González
chooses to focus on the literature of early Christianity. Beginning with the epistolary writings of the earliest Christian writers of the second century CE, he moves
through apologies, martyrologies, antiheretical polemics, biblical commentaries,
sermons, all the way up through Augustine’s invention of spiritual autobiography
and beyond. Throughout he demonstrates how literary genre played a decisive role
in the construction of theological meaning. Covering the earliest noncanonical
Christian writings through the fifth century and later, this book will serve as an
indispensable guide to students studying the theology of the early church.

Key Selling Points
• Written by world-renowned church historian
Justo González
• Provides a comprehensive introduction
to the history of the early church as seen
through its most important writings

ACADEMIC RESOURCES

A History of Early
Christian Literature

JUSTO L. GONZÁLEZ is the author of dozens of books on church history
and Christian theology. His The Story of Christianity is a standard textbook in the
Americas and around the world.
August • Paper • $40.00 • 9780664264444 • 425 pages • 6” x 9”
Rights: World • Market: Academic • History

Abortion and the Christian Tradition
A Pro-Choice Theological Ethic
MARGARET D. KAMITSUKA
Abortion remains the most contested political issue in American life. Poll results
have remained surprisingly constant over the years, with roughly equal numbers
supporting and opposing it. A common perception is that abortion is contrary to
Christian teaching and values. While some have challenged that perception, few
have attempted a comprehensive critique and constructive counterargument on
Christian ethical and theological grounds.

Key Selling Points
• Examines a controversial topic by using
Christian ethical and theological findings
• Provides arguments and rationale for seeing
abortion as something other than sin
• Ethically supports the rights and
authorities of women’s reproductive
decisions

Margaret Kamitsuka begins with a careful examination of the church’s biblical and
historical record, refuting the assumption that Christianity has always condemned
abortion or that it considered personhood as beginning at the moment of conception. She then offers carefully crafted ethical arguments about the pregnant woman’s authority to make reproductive decisions and builds a theological rationale for
seeing abortion as something other than a sin.

MARGARET D. KAMITSUKA is Professor of Religion at Oberlin College
and an affiliate faculty member in the Gender, Sexuality, and Feminist Studies
program, of which she was the Director from 2012 to 2014.
November • Paper • $35.00 • 9780664265687 • 250 pages • 6” x 9”
Rights: World • Market: Academic • Theology
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RECENT RELEASES

The Possibility
of America

Common Ground

Talking about Gun Violence
in America

How the Gospel Can Mend
Our God-Blessed,
God-Forsaken Land

DONALD V. GAFFNEY

9780664264550 • $15.00 • Paper

Newtown, Connecticut, native
and Disciples of Christ minister
Donald V. Gaffney brings a calm
and compassionate voice to complex questions about gun violence
and gun rights, offering a guide for
individuals and groups to reflect
on and discuss guns and gun
violence.

DAVID DARK

9780664264659 • $17.00 • Paper

Dark explores his vision of a fractured yet redeemable American
Christianity, bringing his signature mix of theological, cultural,
and political analysis to examine white supremacy, evangelical
surrender, and other problems of the Trump era.

Modern Kinship

She’s My Dad

DAVID and
CONSTANTINO KHAL AF

JONATHAN S. WILLIAMS
with PAUL A STONE
WILLIAMS

A Queer Guide
to Christian Marriage

A Father’s Transition
and a Son’s Redemption

9780664264611 • $16.00 • Paper

Part personal reflection, part
commentary, and full of practical
advice, Modern Kinship explores the
biblical concept of kinship from a
twenty-first-century perspective
and encourages queer Christian
couples to build God-centered partnerships of trust and
mutuality.

9780664264352 • $17.00 • Paper

She’s My Dad explores Jonathan’s
long and winding journey toward
reconciliation, forgiveness, and
acceptance of his transgender
father as well as his church’s journey to become one of the few fully LGBTQ-inclusive, evangelical churches in America. Jonathan and Paula offer insight and
encouragement for those with trans family members.

Unashamed

A Coming-Out Guide
for LGBTQ Christians
AMBER CANTORNA

9780664265052 • $16.00 • Paper

Unashamed serves as a guide for
Christians considering coming
out, tackling tough subject matters
such as demolishing internalized
homophobia, finding an affirming
faith community, reestablishing
your worth as a child of God,
navigating difficult family conversations (especially in cases
where family is involved in church leadership/ministry), and
healing from the pain of rejection.
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Not Your
White Jesus

Following a Radical,
Refugee Messiah
SHERI FAYE ROSENDAHL

9780664264161 • $16.00 • Paper

Not Your White Jesus addresses the
need to reexamine the true ways
of Jesus that we find clearly in the
red letters, enabling readers to discover what it truly means to follow
the ways of Jesus in contrast to following the ways of the American
Christian elite.

Why and What We Sing

WALTER BRUEGGEMANN

9780664264642 • $18.00 • Paper

The Christian practice of hymn
singing, says renowned biblical
scholar Walter Brueggemann, is a
countercultural act. It marks the
Christian community as different
from an unforgiving and often
ungrateful culture. In this helpful
and engaging volume, Brueggemann discusses both why we sing
and what we sing.

A Bigger Table

Building Messy, Authentic, and
Hopeful Spiritual Community
JOHN PAVLOVITZ

Together at the Table
Diversity without Division in
The United Methodist Church
KAREN P. OLIVETO

9780664263607 • $16.00 • Paper

“In an engaging, even gripping, style,
she brings the reader to the table
where issues are no longer abstract
but fully human. This book has the
power to change hearts and minds.”
—Jim Winkler, National
Council of Churches
Together at the Table is the personal story and public message
of Bishop Karen Oliveto, the first openly LGBTQ person to be
elected a bishop in The United Methodist Church.

Resist and Persist
Faith and the Fight
for Equality
ERIN WATHEN

9780664262679 • $16.00 • Paper

9780664263904 • $16.00 • Paper

“Pavlovitz delivers a heartfelt,
theology-rich call for followers of Jesus
to begin thinking about God’s table as
a place where all are welcomed.”
—Matthew Paul Turner, author
Churched and When God Made You

“A much-needed manifesto for
21st-century Christian feminism.”
—Publisher’s Weekly

Pastor John Pavlovitz speaks clearly into the heart of the issues
the Christian community has been earnestly wrestling with:
LGBT inclusion, gender equality, racial tensions, and global
concerns.

Neighborhood
Church

RECENT RELEASES

A Glad Obedience

Resist and Persist reframes the challenges to women’s equality in light
of our current culture and political climate, providing a new language of resistance that can
free women and men from the pernicious power of patriarchy.

Glimpsing
Resurrection

Transforming Your
Congregation into a
Powerhouse for Mission

Cancer, Trauma, and Ministry
DEANNA A. THOMPSON

9780664262761 • $22.00 • Paper

KRIN VAN TATENHOVE
and ROB MUELLER

9780664264789 • $20.00 • Paper

Neighborhood Church acts as a
resource to inspire churches to
become a vibrant and engaging
community partner with the families and neighborhoods living
around them. Van Tatenhove and Mueller do more than just
call us to incarnational ministry. They give practical, essential
tools that lead to communal conversion, developing the DNA
of listening, spurring fruitful partnerships, promoting integrated space, and sustaining long-term visions.

In Glimpsing Resurrection, Deanna
A. Thompson combines recent
trauma research with compelling
first-person narrative to provide
insight into the traumatic dimensions of living with a serious illness. Her aim is to help those who
are ill and those who care for and minister to them deepen
their understanding of how best to offer support.
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RECENT RELEASES

A Guide
to Bible Basics

Surrendering
My Ordination

Standing Up for Gay and
Lesbian Inclusivity in The
United Methodist Church

T YLER D. MAYFIELD

9780664263454 • $22.00 • Paper

A Guide to Bible Basics discusses
important people, places, and
terms for each biblical book so
that the reader can quickly see
its primary focus. This accessible
and concise book introduces
the content of the Bible without
theological, historical, or literary
commentary.

J. PHILIP WOGAMAN

9780664264178 • $15.00 • Paper

By surrendering his ordination, Rev.
J. Philip Wogaman chose to join the
group of devoted Christians outside
the clergy who welcomed gay and
lesbian individuals. In this book Wogaman examines this action,
and also explores how The United Methodist Church can move
forward, beyond the polarized present situation found in many
contemporary Christian churches.

Interrupting Silence

Making a Scene
in the Pulpit

God’s Command to Speak Out
WALTER BRUEGGEMANN

Vivid Preaching
for Visual Listeners

9780664263591 • $14.00 • Paper

Interrupting Silence illustrates
that the Bible is filled with stories where marginalized people break repressive silence and
speak against it. Brueggemann
motivates readers to consider situations in their lives where they
need to interrupt silence, convincing us that God is active and wanting us to act for justice.

ALYCE M. MCKENZIE

9780664261566 • $25.00 • Paper

Alyce McKenzie harnesses the
element of drama and the human
fascination with scenes to offer
ministers a modern means of sermon development and delivery.
The process culminates in a specific understanding of the purpose of the sermon: to send listeners out into the scenes they’ll
play in their lives for the next week, equipped to act out their
parts in ways that are kinder, more just, and more courageous
than last week.

A Gospel of Hope

A Lens of Love

Reading the Bible
in Its World for Our World

WALTER BRUEGGEMANN

9780664262280 • $20.00 • Hardback

Instead of maintaining what
is safe and routine, A Gospel
of Hope encourages readers to
embrace the audacity required to
live out one’s faith. This must-have
volume gathers Brueggemann’s
wisdom on topics ranging
from anxiety and abundance to
partisanship and the role of faith in
public life.
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JONATHAN L. WALTON

9780664263546 • $16.00 • Paper

Perfect for individual or group
study, A Lens of Love helps Christians to read and interpret the
Bible morally and confidently
as they engage society’s pressing
issues. Walton provides interpretive tools to help understand the
context of the Scriptures along with the Scriptures themselves
in order to engage the richness of the Bible.
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Loving and Leaving
a Church

Following Jesus out of
American Evangelicalism

A Pastor’s Journey

DAVID P. GUSHEE

9780664263379 • $16.00 • Paper

BARBARA MELOSH

9780664264345 • $18.00 • Paper

“Gushee’s memoir is a must read
for Christians and non-Christians
so both kinds of readers will better
understand the challenges of being
Christian in this fearful time.”
—Stanley Hauerwas, Emeritus,
Duke University Divinity School

“A pastor and a people come to life
in these pages, as heartbreak and
hope contend within the worship,
the building, and the community
they share.”
—Dorothy Bass,
Valparaiso University

In this provocative tell-all, David Gushee gives an insider’s look
at the frictions and schisms of evangelical Christianity.

At times heartbreaking and hilarious, Loving and Leaving a
Church offers a glimpse into the challenges and opportunities
of ministry in a mainline church.

Transforming

The Bible and the Lives
of Transgender Christians
AUSTEN HARTKE

9780664263102 • $16.00 • Paper

“This book should be on the shelf
of every pastor, every parent, and
every Christian.”
—Rachel Held Evans,
bestselling author
Transforming: The Bible and
the Lives of Transgender Christians provides access into an
underrepresented and misunderstood community and will
change the way readers think about transgender people, faith,
and the future of Christianity.

Making Faithful
Decisions at
the End of Life

RECENT RELEASES

Still Christian

The Gospel according
to Star Wars, Second
Edition
Faith, Hope, and the Force

Completely Updated, with a New
Chapter on The Force Awakens
JOHN C. MCDOWELL
9780664262839 • $18.00 • Paper

John McDowell explores the
many spiritual themes that weave
throughout the Star Wars films.
From the Force to the dark side, the issues discussed in the
films have a moral and spiritual complexity that, if paid attention to, can help us better understand our place in the world
and our relation to others and to God.

How Luther Became
the Reformer
CHRISTINE HELMER

9780664262877 • $30.00 • Paper

NANCY J. DUFF

9780664263195 • $15.00 • Paper

Nancy Duff encourages Christians to talk about death in the
context of Christian faith. Making Faithful Decisions at the End of
Life helps readers use biblical and
theological perspectives regarding
death to inform end-of-life decisions, consider where they
stand on withdrawing life support and supporting death with
dignity laws, and take steps in planning for their own future.

No story has been more foundational to triumphalist accounts
of Western modernity than that
of Martin Luther. Offering a new
interpretation of Luther, and by
extension of modernity itself, from
an ecumenical perspective, How
Luther Became the Reformer provides resources for understanding and contesting contemporary assaults on democracy.
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BESTSELLERS

The Pilgrim’s Compass

Chosen?

Finding and Following
the God We Seek

Reading the Bible Amid the
Israeli-Palestinian Conflict

PAUL H. L ANG

WALTER BRUEGGEMANN

9780664264697 • $14.00 • Paper

The Pilgrim’s Compass shepherds
readers through a metaphorical
pilgrimage to consider one’s life
as a journey for faith formation.
Using this book as a guide to help
Christians consider their journey
as they walk through the four
stages of intentional faithfulness, disciples will encounter God,
wrestle with God, be wounded (as will God), and be reborn as
a new person with a new name.

9780664261542 • $15.00 • Paper

“I commend this book to all those
struggling with these questions and
all who are concerned for peace and
Justice in the Land called Holy.”
—Dr. Mitri Raheb, pastor
in Bethleham, Palestine
In Chosen?, Walter Brueggemann explores the situation in
modern-day Israel that raises questions for many Christians
who are easily confused when reading biblical accounts of
God’s saving actions with the Israelites.

Change of Heart

Race in a PostObama America

Justice, Mercy, and Making
Peace with My Sister’s Killer

The Church Responds

JEANNE BISHOP

DAVID MAXWELL, editor

9780664259976 • $16.00 • Hardback

“I kept asking myself—‘As a Christian,
could I be as strong and merciful as
Jeanne Bishop? ‘ I have my doubts.”
—John Grisham,
bestselling author
Change of Heart follows the transformative journey undertaken by Jeanne Bishop after the murders of her sister and brother-in-law, a journey that challenged
Jeanne’s belief and moved her beyond simple forgiveness to the
deeper waters of redemption and grace.

9780664262174 • $15.00 • Paper

Recent events in the United States
have provoked not just a willingness to discuss issues of racism
in this country but a desire to do
something meaningful to confront
it. Race in a Post-Obama America
offers concerned Christians the
chance to clarify terms and issues around racism and discern
how to respond.

The Bible’s Yes to
Same-Sex Marriage

Peaceful Neighbor

New Edition with Study Guide
MARK ACHTEMEIER

9780664260477• $17.00 • Paper

Discovering the
Countercultural Mister Rogers

An Evangelical’s
Change of Heart

MICHAEL G. LONG

“In this insightful book, Long makes
clear that peace is a challenge
to the imagination, and helps us
imagine peace through his eloquent
portrayal of Fred Rogers.”
—Stanley Hauerwas,
author and professor

9780664262181 • $18.00 • Paper

“This is the book we have been
waiting for, biblically based, carefully
researched, unapologetically Christ
centered, and compellingly argued.”
—John Buchanan, former
Publisher, The Christian Century
Mark Achtemeier shows how a careful reading of the whole
Scripture reveals God’s good news about love, marriage, and
sexuality for gay and straight people alike.
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This profound book shows how Fred Rogers, with progressive
spirituality as his inspiration, used his children’s program as a
platform for sharing countercultural beliefs about caring nonviolently for one another, animals, and the earth.
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Ten Strategies for Becoming
a Multiracial Congregation
JACQUELINE J. LEWIS
JOHN JANKA

The Witness of
Religion in an Age
of Fear
MICHAEL KINNAMON

9780664262020 • $16.00 • Paper

9780664263386 • $13.00 • Paper

“For progressive leaders serious about
dismantling racism in church and
society, this book is required reading.”
—Michael E. Livington, Executive
Minister at The Riverside Church
The Pentecost Paradigm is a collection of wisdom and best
practices for building a multiracial, multicultural church.

Sailboat Church

Helping Your Church Rethink
Its Mission and Practice
JOAN S. GRAY

9780664259587 • $16.00 • Paper

Arguing that churches should be
“sailboats,” Joan S. Gray encourages readers to shift concern from
the many daily, practical concerns
of their local church to fresh ideas
that can be found using the guidance of the Holy Spirit. The book
includes forty days of sailing prayers, quotes from Scripture,
brief reflection questions, and an extensive bibliography.

How Jesus Saves
the World From Us
12 Antidotes
to Toxic Christianity

MORGAN GUY TON

9780664262235 • $16.00 • Paper

“Powerful. Provocative. And true.”
—Diana Butler Bass,
author of Grounded
This is a book for Christians who
are troubled by what we’ve become.
There are many reasons to lose hope about the state of our world
and our church, but Guyton offers one piece of good news: Jesus
is saving the world from us, one Christian at a time.

“Kinnamon draws upon biblical
tradition and rich spiritual resources
to offer a powerful call to action.”
—Sharon E. Watkins, General
Minister and President, Christian
Church (Disciples of Christ)

BESTSELLERS

The Pentecost
Paradigm

In this helpful and illuminating book that’s perfect for individual or group study, Michael Kinnamon challenges readers to
consider why we find ourselves in an age of fear and what we
can do about it.

UnClobber

Rethinking Our Misuse of
the Bible on Homosexuality
COLBY MARTIN

9780664262211 • $15.00 • Paper

“Colby doesn’t play it safe. He dives
right into . . . the scary, wonderful,
messy truth of a grace free for all.”
—Glennon Doyle Melton
UnClobber reexamines what the
Bible says (and does not say) about
homosexuality in such a way that breathes fresh life into outdated and inaccurate assumptions and interpretations.

Jesus, Pope Francis,
and a Protestant
Walk into a Bar
Lessons for
the Christian Church

PAUL ROCK
and BILL TAMMEUS

9780664260675 • $14.00 • Paper

Thoughtful examination of Jesus’
example and legacy, as well as an
honest look at the similarities and
differences between Catholic and Protestant faith, invites
reflection on the heart of Christianity and how we relate to our
fellow Christians. Readers will discover the power of heartfelt
joy, radical love, and passion for justice to shake people out of
religious complacency and into dynamic, contagious faith.
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BESTSELLERS

Eleanor: A
Spiritual Biography

Jackie Robinson: A
Spiritual Biography

HAROLD IVAN SMITH

MICHAEL G. LONG
and CHRIS L AMB

The Faith of
a Boundary-Breaking Hero

The Faith of the 20th Century’s
Most Influential Woman
9780664261641 • $20.00 • Paper

9780664262037 • $17.00 • Paper

”In a time of so many political
pretenders, a story of an authentic
Christian like Eleanor is just what
we all need.”
—Brian D. McLaren,
author/speaker/activist
Eleanor provides insight into one of America’s most famous
women, particularly the spiritual influences that made her so
active in social justice issues.

“This book could become a textbook
for how our nation can break down
the remaining barriers which still
divide us.”
—Dr. James A. Forbes, Jr.,
Healing of the Nations Foundation
Jackie Robinson explores the faith that, Robinson said, carried
him through the torment and abuse he suffered for integrating
the major leagues.

The Way
of Discernment

Reading John
for Dear Life

Spiritual Practices
for Decision Making

A Spiritual Walk
with the Fourth Gospel

ELIZABETH LIEBERT

JAIME CL ARK-SOLES

9780664228705 • $18.00 • Paper

In this helpful and encouraging
book, Elizabeth Liebert introduces
the practice of discernment and
guides readers through the process of faithful decision making,
which leads one to notice where God is at work in the world
and in one’s own life.

9780664238476 • $20.00 • Paper

Jaime Clark-Soles takes readers on
a dynamic journey deep into the
heart of John in this lively reading
of the Fourth Gospel. Clark-Soles
provides important historical
and literary insights while illuminating the dramatic characters in John and emphasizing the Gospel’s unique themes and
symbols.

More than Words

Tokens of Trust

10 Values for
the Modern Family

An Introduction
to Christian Belief

ERIN WATHEN

ROWAN WILLIAMS

9780664262945 • $16.00 • Paper

More than Words articulates ten
values that forward-thinking,
openhearted people want to
embody in their lives and pass
on to their children. With practical ideas and thought-provoking
questions, this book inspires families to live more intentionally, engage their communities, and
make a difference in the world.
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9780664236991 • $18.00 • Paper

Rowan Williams demonstrates
that each of the basic tenets of
Christian faith flows from one
fundamental belief: that God is
completely worthy of our trust.
With vast knowledge of Christian history and theology and characteristically elegant prose,
Rowan Williams is a superb and compassionate guide through
the richness and depth of Christian faith.
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No Innocent
Bystanders

ADAM J. COPELAND, editor

SHANNON CRAIGOSNELL and CHRISTOPHER
DOUCOT

A Holistic Approach
to Stewardship

Becoming an Ally
in the Struggle for Justice

9780664262358 • $20.00 • Paper

This unique resource offers a
diverse and holistic approach to
stewardship. In ten accessible
chapters, readers will learn how
they can faithfully and practically discuss and engage with stewardship on a regular basis.
Ideal for church leaders, seminary students, and pastors, this
book includes questions for reflection and applications for life
together at the end of each chapter.

Fearless Dialogues

A New Movement for Justice
GREGORY C. ELLISON II

9780664260651 • $17.00 • Paper

Based on experience from his
groundbreaking program Fearless
Dialogues, which draws on all the
community’s collective voices—
from “doctors to drug dealers”—to
seek real solutions to problems
of chronic unemployment, violence, and hopelessness, Fearless
Dialogues: A New Movement for Justice walks readers through
the steps that must be taken to implement genuine and lasting
change in our divided communities.

Making Space
for the Spirit

BESTSELLERS

Beyond the
Offering Plate

9780664262624 • $16.00 • Paper

“Craigo-Snell and Doucot have
written an advocacy tract that invites
us to think practically about the
cluster of issues of injustice (race, class, and gender) we face in our
society and to sign on for active engagement in the struggle for justice.”
—Walter Brueggemann, Columbia Theological Seminary
No Innocent Bystanders looks at the role of allies in social justice
movements and asks what works, what doesn’t, and why.

The Evolution
of the West,
Expanded Edition
How Christianity
Has Shaped Our Values
NICK SPENCER

9780664263836 • $20.00 • Paper

Always alert to the tensions and
mess of history, and careful not to
overstate or misstate the Christian
role in shaping our present values, Spencer shows us how a
better awareness of what we owe to Christianity can help us as
we face new cultural challenges.

God of Earth

Discovering a Radically
Ecological Christianity

100 Simple Ways
to Nurture Your Soul

KRISTIN SWENSON

9780664261573 • $17.00 • Paper

KATHLEEN LONG
BOSTROM

9780664234621 • $15.00 • Paper

With this warm and thoughtful
volume, Kathleen Long Bostrom
offers one hundred simple exercises that will boost and strengthen
your spirit—that essential part of
you that connects you to God. These exercises will help readers
nurture their souls, a practice too often ignored as we deal with
the day to day minutia of our lives.

“Informed by rich appeal to
religious mystery, voiced in poetic
imagery and cadence . . . offers thick
attentiveness to the world”
—Walter Brueggemann,
bestselling author
God of Earth invites readers to reconsider our relationship to
the nonhuman natural world and so experience new dimensions of the sacred and new possibilities for hope and healing.
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NEW TITLES

Soul Friendship
A practical theology
of spiritual direction
Adrian Chatfield
& Nigel Rooms

A Skilfully Woven
Knot

Anglican Identity and
Spirituality
Michael Mayne
Edited by Joel Huffstetler
The noted preacher Michael
Mayne wrote extensively about
Anglicanism’s distinctive theology
and ethos, and how it could help
the church speak to society.
This collection of his unpublished
writings and lectures offers a
vintage distillation of his wisdom
and pastoral understanding that
remains extraordinarily relevant.
Michael Mayne calls the church
back to its deepest identity and
purpose, exploring:
• The nature of tolerance;
• The influence of daily prayer;
• What happens when Anglicans
disagree;
• Unity in Christ despite diversity
in practice;
• Learning from controversies.
Michael Mayne remains one of
the Church of England’s most
gifted and influential voices a
decade after his death. Joel
Huffstetler is a priest in the
Episcopal Church and is based in
Tennessee.

The Mystery of
Faith

Exploring Christian
belief
John-Francis Friendship
The Mystery of Faith draws on the
depths and riches of the Christian
tradition to explore key beliefs
and spiritual practices from a
catholic perspective, as they have
been understood and handed
down through the Christian
centuries.
This heritage has nourished
generations of Christians and this
book opens it out to those who
may be new to the faith or
enquiring, or who wish to know
their faith better.
John-Francis Friendship is an
Anglican priest, spiritual director,
pastoral supervisor and retreat
conductor. His first book,
Enfolded in Christ has been widely
acclaimed. He has a large online
following and offers resources for
spiritual formation at www.
spiritualdirectioninlondon.org.uk
978 1 78622 180 3
Paperback 144pp
$20.99 September 2019

978 1 78622 132 2
Paperback 192pp
$27.99 August 2019

Distributed in the USA by
Westminster John Knox Press
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Soul Friendship

A practical theology of
spiritual direction
Adrian Chatfield and Nigel
Rooms
This guide explores spiritual
direction from biblical and
theological perspectives and aims
both to inform teaching and equip
practitioners with greater reflective
skills. Written by two experienced
teachers and practitioners, it
includes:
• God and Spiritual Direction
– divine presence and absence,
discerning God, relationship and
the Trinity, images of the Holy
Spirit;
• Humanity and God – being
made in the image of God, sin,
addiction, desire, freedom,
psychology in direction;
• The Bible and Spiritual Direction
– scripture as a source and
authority for direction; uses and
abuses of the Bible in direction;
• Spiritual Direction and the
Church – boundaries,
accountability and safeguarding.
Adrian Chatfield is an experienced
spiritual director and has taught
Spirituality in the Cambridge
Theological Federation. Nigel
Rooms is a spiritual director and a
supervisor of spiritual direction.
He is a missiologist and practical
theologian and editor of the
journal Practical Theology.

Preaching with All
Ages
Twelve ways to grow
your skills and your
confidence
Ally Barrett
The all-age talk is a task
guaranteed to give preachers
sleepless nights! Very few people
feel they have a gift for it, and
most lack confidence. This
practical guide aims to build a
sure theological understanding,
develop skills and grow
confidence.
Twelve chapters explore different
kinds of engagement - with the
senses, with one another, with
oneself, with scripture, with
liturgy, with the church, with God,
with challenging situations, and
more – to enable preachers make
real connections with their
listeners, whatever the age.
Ally Barrett is a priest and a tutor
in all-age worship and all-age
preaching at Westcott House
Cambridge.
978 1 78622 171 1
Paperback 144pp
$23.99 August 2019

978 1 78622 156 8
Paperback 256pp
$30.99 September 2019

Bookstores & Trade Accounts: 1-800-523-1631 Email:
orders@wjkbooks.com
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NEW TITLES

Sabbath Rest

The Beauty of God’s
Rhythm for a Digital
Age
Mark Scarlata
Why is sabbath so critical for the
life of faith? And where does
sabbath rest fit into a restless,
‘always-on’ society?
Sabbath Rest considers the
theological foundations of
Christian sabbath-keeping, in first
and second temple Judaism, New
Testament Christianity and in the
early church.
Exploring the biblical
commandments and stories
around the sabbath, Mark Scarlata
connects the principles of sabbath
rest to the demands and
challenges of our modern
technological and consumer
society.
Revd Dr Mark Scarlata is Tutor
and Lecturer in Old Testament
Studies at St Mellitus College,
London.
978 0 334 05806 9
Paperback 128pp
$17.99 April 2019

Truth and the
The Eucharistic
Church in a Secular Faith
Age
Ralph McMichael, Jr
David Jasper and Jenny
Wright
Together, the essays in this volume
seek to explore the place of
Christianity, the Church and their
claims to uphold the truth in an
age of ‘post-truth’.
Beginning with a consideration of
truth within the biblical tradition,
the chapters come from historical,
theological and philosophical
starting points in their concerns,
setting out the groundwork for
discussions of Christian truth and
science, prayer, ethics and the
liturgy.
David Jasper is Professor of
Literature and Theology at
Glasgow University and
Distinguished Overseas Professor
at Renmin University of China,
Beijing. He has published and
lectured widely in the field of
literature and theology and is the
author of The Language of Liturgy
(SCM Press 2018). Jenny Wright
has a doctorate in theology from
the University of Stellenbosch,
South Africa. She is a parish priest
in the Diocese of Edinburgh.
978 0 334 05816 8
Paperback 288pp
$46.00 July 2019

Distributed in the USA by
Westminster John Knox Press

Theology began with the
appearances of the risen Jesus.
That is, theology began when
persons were confronted with a
presence that could only be
realized by the act of God.
In this book, the first of a
significant new systematic
theology of the Eucharist, Ralph
McMichael weaves liturgy and
theology together to understand
the ways in which theology and
Christian faith are, at heart, about
the receiving of the gift of Jesus’
life in Communion.
Ralph N. McMichael, Jr. is Canon
Theologian and Dean of the
Episcopal School for Ministry in
the (Episcopal) Diocese of
Missouri. He received his Ph.D. in
systematic theology from The
Catholic University of America in
Washington, DC. He is the author
of The Vocation of Anglican
Theology (SCM Press, 2014).
978 0 334 05659 1
Paperback 256pp
$46.00 September 2019

The Kingdom of
our God

A Theological
Commentary on Isaiah
Jenni Williams
What does the Kingdom of God
really mean? What does God’s
sovereignty really look like? Do
we need to worry about unjust
leaders or should we just say ‘Jesus
is the true Lord so it’ll all be fine’?
How does the Book of Isaiah help
to walk the tightrope between
God’s sovereignty and human
suffering?
Offering a timely, relevant and
fresh introduction to the whole
Book of Isaiah, with those in the
early stages of biblical and
theological study, ministry
students, preachers and interested
lay people in mind, The Kingdom
of our God compliments a similar
approach taken by Mark Scarlata
in The Abiding Presence: A
Theological Commentary on
Exodus (SCM Press, July 2018).
Jenni Williams is Tutor in Old
Testament at Wycliffe Hall,
Oxford
978 0 334 05698 0
Paperback 216pp
$27.99 September 2019

Bookstores & Trade Accounts: 1-800-523-1631 Email:
orders@wjkbooks.com
1.800.523.1631 | www.wjkbooks.com | Westminster John Knox Press

37

Books of Discovery and Inspiration

Activist Alphabet
Donna Sinclair
Activist Alphabet is an effort to figure
out why and how environmental
activists fall passionately in love with
a lake, a river, or a planet and its
people. It’s a primer, or an alphabet,
on how to stay strong enough to
keep putting that love into action,
over and over. As author Donna
Sinclair explains “It is particularly
aimed at people of faith, because
love, we say, is what we are about,
even though it makes us terribly
vulnerable to grief and loss. Good
and evil, we say, is what we are
about, even though that calls us to
study and learn and intervene, trying
to protect. Trying to find hope. Trying
to see where God fits in this chaos.”
“How does it happen that a rather
shy and not-terribly-brave individual
finds herself getting arrested on
Parliament Hill? Why does a woman
who prefers to commune with pole
beans all summer end up laboriously
writing speeches to present at City
Hall? These are the questions that
sometimes plague Donna Sinclair, a
widely-travelled, award-winning
journalist for more than 27 years.
ISBN 978-1-77343-154-3
5.5" x 8.5" | 224 PP | $19.95

Available August 2019

Responsive Prayers
For Every Week of the
Church Year, Year A
David Sparks

Prayer for People
Who Don’t Believe in
God
Vance Morgan

This collection of responsive prayers
is based on the Revised Common
Lectionary, Year A, and is perfect for
clergy and lay leaders alike.
Responsive Prayers, Year A offers an
entire year’s worth of responsive
prayers that can be adapted to a
variety of settings and circumstances.
This collection includes full prayers
for the Call to Worship, Opening
Prayer, Words of Assurance, Offering
Prayer, and Commissioning, as well
as an outline for the Pastoral Prayer,
for each Sunday of the lectionary
year, plus Holy Thursday and Good
Friday. Some Sundays include
additional prayer options.
Responsive Prayers Year A also
includes a scripture index.
Authorization to reproduce and
freely adapt all the prayers in the
collection for use in worship in the
local congregation is included with
the purchase of the book.

Many progressive Christians struggle
with prayer – or, at least, with the
kinds of prayer they are often
exposed to: shouted, whispered,
forceful, timid, begging, and
demanding; everything from essay
length unscripted petitions, to poetry
read from a book, to rote recitations
that no one pays much attention to,
to pronouncements, to communications in a “prayer language.”
This is not an academic book, nor
a “how-to” document. Rather, it
poses questions that are important to
progressive Christians and to the
“spiritual but not religious.” Working
only with the assumption that prayer
might have value even for those who
are not sure what, or who, or even if
God is, this book is about opening
oneself to the “possibility of God.”
Vance G. Morgan is Professor of
Philosophy at Providence College,
Providence, Rhode Island and is the
author of the popular blog Freelance
Christianity: Philosophy, Faith, and the
Real World.

ISBN 978-1-77343-053-6
6" x 9" | 288 PP | $29.95

Available September 2019

ISBN 978-1-77343-164-2
5.5" x 8.5"| $24.95

Available October 2019

WOODLAKE

Manifest is a series of small
books that address the important topics and issues of our
time. Written by activists,
philosophers, seers, and poets,
they are intended as insight
guides for those on journeys of
discovery, hope, faith, resilience, and regeneration.
The Pusuit of Virtue
Evolving Our Future
Consciousness
Thomas Lombardo
ISBN 978-1-77343-152-9
4.25" x 6.25" | 96 PP | $12.95

For Everything a
Season
The Wisdom of Traditional
Values in Turbulent Times
Warren Johnson
ISBN 978-1-77343-166-6
4.25" x 6.25" | 96 PP | $12.95

The Voice of the
Galilean
The Story of a Life, a Journey, a
Discovery, a Gift, and a Fate
Rex Weyler
ISBN 978-1-77343-155-0
4.25" x 6.25" | 96 PP | $12.95

In the Face of Fear
Laughing Our Way to Wisdom
Walter G. Moss
ISBN 978-1-77343-160-4
4.25" x 6.25" | 96 PP | $12.95

38

Westminster John Knox Press | www.wjkbooks.com | 1.800.523.1631

Books of Discovery and Inspiration

WOODLAKE
RECENTLY PUBLISHED

Birth of Jesus
for Progressive
Christians:
A Five Session Study Guide
Donald Schmidt
To some extent, each of us fashions
our own version of the “Christmas
story.” Over time, as our associations
and identification with that story
grow, it can feel very uncomfortable
and even disrespectful to disrupt or
question that story. And yet these
reactions can be instructive, for they
beg larger questions about what’s
really important: the biblical
narratives; or the traditions that have
gathered around them, layered them,
and at times obscured them; or the
meaning all of this may have for your
lives today?
ISBN 978-1-77343-287-8
100 PP | 5.5" x 8" | $14.95

Death of Jesus
for Progressive
Christians
A Six Session Study Guide
Donald Schmidt
The death of Jesus is a story
shrouded in mystery and confusion.
The four gospels provide wildly
varying accounts – not because they
don’t know the facts, but because
they each want to make a point with
their writing. What do they all mean?
This 6-session study explores the
death of Jesus as told in all four
gospels and invites us to come to a
richer understanding of this key event
in our life of faith.
ISBN 978-1-77343-279-3
100 PP | 5.5" x 8" | $14.95

Easter
for Progressive
Christians
A Four Session Study Guide
Donald Schmidt
Each gospel tells a different account
of what happened that first Easter.
Who went to the tomb? Why? What
did they encounter? And perhaps
most importantly, what did it mean
to them? This four-session study
explores each gospel in its own
context and invites participants to
ponder what might have happened
and how it affects their life.

Universal Spirit
The Seasons of the Christian
Year in the Company of
Northrop Frye
Don Collett
To a church that increasingly
addresses itself to biblically illiterate
people, to people who may have
little or no church experience, and to
those who simply call themselves
spiritual-but-not-religious, Don
Collett’s look at the Christian year
inspired by the work of the great
Canadian scholar Northrop Frye
offers a priceless gift.
ISBN 978-1-77343-034-8
5.5" x 8.5" | 240 PP | $24.95

ISBN 978-1-77343-281-6
100 PP | 5.5" x 8" | $14.95

Available February 2020

Available January 2020

Available September 2019
Donald Schmidt
has had a love affair with the Bible
for many years. Rather than
something to be worshipped, he sees
it as an amazing tool and way to
learn more about God and ourselves.
He holds MDiv and DMin degrees,
as well as undergraduate degrees in
theology and Jewish studies. He has
been in active ministry in a variety of
churches in both Canada and the
USA for almost 40 years and, in his
spare time, likes to work with wool –
knitting, spinning, and weaving. He
currently lives in Penticton, BC.

RECENTLY PUBLISHED
Revelation
for Progressive
Christians
A Seven Session Study Guide
Revelation for Progressive Christians is a
seven-session study guide that invites
readers to explore Revelation as a
fun, hope-filled book that contains a
lot of fanciful imagery and symbolic
references, to be sure, but that, at its
core, offers words of assurance and
hope to the church and its people
today.
ISBN 978-1-77343-150-5
100 PP | 5.5" x 8" | $14.95

Power for Life
Inspirational Guidance for
Daily Living
David Sharp
The questions and reflections in this
book are meant to encourage
spiritual growth in daily increments.
In other words, this book reflects a
slow and steady approach to spiritual
growth and learning, with each daily
encouragement connected to the day
before. It offers an entire year’s worth
of spiritual challenge, teaching,
guidance, and learning.
ISBN 978-1-77343-159-9
6" x 9" | 384 pages | $24.95
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800.523.1631 (Toll-free U.S.)

Outside of the US, WJK Press and Flyaway Books
titles can also be ordered through these major
distributors. A complete listing can be found on
www.wjkbooks.com.
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For special or large quantity orders:
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Norwich Books and Music
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For rights and licensing outside the US or UK,
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(not permission usage), contact:
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Prices, publication dates, sizes, and number of pages shown
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