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Non-Technical Summary 
 
Stuart Farrell was commissioned by Tilhill Forestry Ltd in March 2005 to 
undertake an archaeological desktop and walkover survey for the Killiechonate 
Forest (centred at NN230/810). 
 

Work revealed a number of recorded and unrecorded sites to include farmsteads 
and sheepfolds, and a section of former railway line. 
 
No recommendations for further archaeological work have been made. 
  



1. Introduction  
This report is for an archaeological desktop and walkover survey conducted for 
Tilhill Forestry Ltd by the author for the Killiechonate Forest Project, Spean Bridge, 
Highland.  

 
The fieldwork was conducted on the 23rd and 31st of March 2005. 
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Figure 5: 1st edition Ordnance Survey of 1874 – Sheet 140. 
Copyright Ordnance Survey. Licence 100041016. 
  

 

 
 
 
Figure 6: 2nd edition Ordnance Survey of 1904 – Sheet 140. 
Copyright Ordnance Survey. Licence 100041016. 
  
 

 
 



Figure 7: 1st edition Ordnance Survey of 1872 – Sheet 141. 
Copyright Ordnance Survey. Licence 100041016. 
  

 

 



Figure 8: 2nd edition Ordnance Survey of 1903 – Sheet 141. 
Copyright Ordnance Survey. Licence 100041016. 
  
 

 



Figure 9: Royal Air Force Aerial Photograph of 1946. 
Copyright RCAHMS – enlarged from original. 
 

 

 
 



3. Objectives 
To conduct a desktop and walkover survey to record those features that would 
be affected by the new proposed Forest scheme. This survey to follow those 
guidelines as proposed by the Institute of Field Archaeologists (IFA, 1999) and to 
follow the enclosed specification as provided by Highland Council Archaeology 
Unit. 
 
 
4. Archaeological Survey 
 
Desktop & Walkover Results  
A desktop survey was conducted using the following sources:  
- Highland Council Sites and Monuments Record;  
- National Monuments Record of Scotland, Edinburgh;  
- Royal Commission on the Ancient and Historic Monuments of Scotland – aerial 
photograph collection; 
- National Library of Scotland, Edinburgh (Maps);  
- Highland Council Archives; 
- Inverness Library. 

 
Both the aerial photography and the map coverage were very limited to the area 
of interest. Aerial photographs, in particular were very limited due to there being 
only one flight of 1946. Map coverage was also limited as the 1st edition of 1870’s 
was almost the same as the 2nd of 1903/4 and little survey work has been carried 
out in detail in the 20th century, with the next edition being late 1960’s. Early 
historical maps of the area do not provide enough detail for the area of study. 
 
No archaeological survey work has previously been conducted to the area of the 
woodlands. No site revealed is noted in any of the main local sources. 
 
The following 12 archaeological sites were to be found in the existing forestry. Grid 
references on-site were obtained using a Garmin II GPS using OS data. Sites are 
as follows:  
 
HSMR – Highland Sites and Monuments Record  
NMRS - National Monuments Record of Scotland  
N/a – not available 
 
Recommendations are given after each site. 
 
1 – Coille Aonachain 
HSMR – NN28SW 22 
NMRS – NN28SW 9 
Grid Ref: NN 2275/8120 
Type – Farmstead 
Noted in HSMR and NMRS of ‘A farmstead comprising 4 roofed buildings, 1 unroofed 
building, 2 enclosures and a field is depicted on the 1st edition OS (Inverness-shire 1874 
sheet 140). An enclosure annotated as a nursery is shown on the current edition OS 
(1973)’. 
 
Site is named Coille Unachan on 1st edition (see figure 5). Only a single unroofed 
rectangular building with a section of wall and a field is depicted on the 2nd edition OS of 
1904 (see figure 6). 
 
The site is not named in the Ordnance Survey Name Book, only the woods. Site forms 
part of Unachan Township in Census and Valuation Rolls (see appendix 1 and 2) only in 
the 1871 census is the site named as Unachan Wood comprising of 6 households. 



 
Walkover reveals only a single rectangular building at NN 2276/8120, with stretch of turf 
bank to N. New roads and paths have heavily disturbed surrounding area. Building is of 2 
compartments 4.5m x 15m, with walls 0.7m wide and up to 0.5m high. Heavily covered in 
bracken. Bank is partly traceable from NN 22742/81205 to NN 22753/81205 1m wide and 
0.5m high. 
 
Top: sketch plan – not to scale. 
Below: View of building facing W scale 2m. 
 

 
 

 
 
No recommendations to be made as at time of site visit site marked out with canes and 
tape to provide exclusion area. 
 
 
2 – Killiechonate 
HSMR – NN28SW 2 
NMRS – NN28SW 2 
Grid Ref: NN 240/810 
Type – Silver coin 
Noted in HSMR and NMRS of ‘A groat of Robert III found with about 30 others of the 
same kind, in a cavity under a stone in the farm of Killichonate, parish of Kilmonivaig, 
Lochaber’. 
 
This dates finds between 1390 and 1406 (Bateson, 1997) though details of coins are 
lacking (ibid, 61). Site should be located at NN 2419/8109. 
 
No recommendations to be made. 
 
 
3 – Courdale 
HSMR – N/a 
NMRS – N/a 
Grid Ref: NN 2502/7973 
Type – Sheepfold 



Site marked on 1st and 2nd edition OS (sheet 141) not marked on latest OS map. Located 
outside boundary. 
 
Walkover reveals site to lie well away from woods, site not visited. 
 
No recommendations to be made. 
 
 
4 – The Cour 
HSMR – NN27NW 4 
NMRS – NN27NW 2 
Grid Ref: NN 2389/7860 
Type – Farmstead 
Noted in HSMR and NMRS of ‘A farmstead comprising 1 partially roofed building, 1 
unroofed building and an enclosure is depicted on the 1st edition OS (Inverness 1872 
sheet 141) but not shown on the current OS (1991)’. 
 
Both buildings marked as unroofed on the 2nd edition OS of 1903. Site is not listed in 
Census returns for 1841 to 1901 or in the County Valuation Rolls from 1869 to 1925. 
 
Site visible on aerial photograph of 1946 (4338) as unroofed. 
 
Walkover reveals 2 compartment building aligned NE-SW 4m x 11.5m with walls 0.7m 
wide and 0.3m high. No sign of entrance, trees planted at SW end. Site is on a small flat 
plateau overlooking river. No trace of any other structures in vicinity. 
 
Below left: sketch plan – not to scale. 
Below right: View of building facing SW – scale 2m. 
 

    
 
No recommendations to be made as at time of site visit site marked out with canes and 
tape to provide exclusion area. 
 
 
5 – The Cour 
HSMR – N/a 
NMRS – N/a 
Grid Ref: NN 2456/7849 
Type – Sheepfold 
Site marked on 1st and 2nd edition OS (sheet 141) and on latest OS map. Site visible on 
aerial photograph of 1946 (4338). 
 
Walkover reveals square sheepfold with walls up to 1.4m high, with walls tapering from 
1m at base to 0.5m. Overall size is 53m NS x 51m EW on a E-W slope. Trees planted 
within. Small pen to SE corner 1.3m x 1.2m. 



Below left: View of Sheepfold – scale 2m. 
Below right: Detail of pen – scales 1m. 
 

 
 
No recommendations to be made as at time of site visit site marked out with canes and 
tape to provide exclusion area. 
 
 
6 – Leanachan or Corrychoille 
HSMR – NN27NW 6 
NMRS – N/a 
Grid Ref: NN 2388/7740 
Type – House, wall 
Noted in HSMR of ‘A Lochaber Drover’s house – it is possible that this house belonged to 
John Cameron of Corriechoille. He was born in the parish in 1780. The stone footings of 
the house survive and there is also evidence of a stone dyke’. 
 
Marked as partly roofed with a triangle-shaped enclosure and field on 1st edition OS (see 
figure 7) marked as unroofed on 2nd edition OS of 1903 (see figure 8) marked as two 
unroofed buildings on latest OS map. 
 
Site is recorded in the Ordnance Survey Name Book (Book 44, page 190) as ‘A 
shepherd’s dwelling house one storey thatched and in good repair with garden attached 
situated about 1 mile and a ¼ north east of the northern extremity of Coire Eoin it is the 
property of Lord Abinger’. 
 
A John Cameron and family are recorded at Corrychoille in the 1851 census, which 
confirms SMR information (see historical information in Appendix 3 and 4) also a second 
family is also recorded under name of Corrychoille (see Appendix 1) which indicates that 
there are possibly two houses on the site. The 1861 census notes both a Lower and 
Upper Corrychoilly that indicates again that there are possibly two houses on the site. Not 
listed in 1871 and 1881 census but the farm is listed in the County Valuation Rolls until 
1885 (see appendix 2). (The current farm of Corriechoille located at NN 2506/8063 being 
built circa 1881 – is not marked on 1st edition OS but is depicted on 2nd edition). Not listed 
in census for 1901.  
 
Site visible on aerial photograph of 1946 (4338) as unroofed. Marked on 1:10,000 map 
sheet as two unroofed buildings, with stretch of walling. 
 
Walkover reveals 2 houses aligned NE-SW. Main house is 11m x 4.5m with walls 1.5m 
high and 0.8m wide. Remains of door lintel by entrance. Older house/byre to NE end is 
9m x 4.5m with walls 0.4m wide and 0.3m high. Later pen 2m² built into main house. No 
trace of garden as depicted on OS maps or stretches of walling or 2nd building as 
depicted on 1:10,000 or latest OS maps due to trees.  
 



Below left: sketch plan – not to scale. 
Below right: view of SW gable – scale 2m. 
Middle: View of house facing N – scale 2m. 
Bottom: View of house facing E – scale 2m. 
Over: View of door lintel – scale 2m. 
 

   
 

 
 

 
 



 
 
No recommendations to be made as at time of site visit site marked out with canes and 
tape to provide exclusion area. 
 
 
7 – Coirecoille 
HSMR – N/a 
NMRS – N/a 
Grid Ref: NN 2368/7730 
Type – Sheepfold 
Marked on 1st and 2nd edition OS maps (sheet 141 – see figures 7 & 8), forms part of site 
6 with enclosing dyke (?). Small roofed building depicted within on 2nd edition OS of 1903. 
Site visible on aerial photograph of 1946 (3132) though nothing within. 
 
Walkover reveals only part of the walling of the sheepfold to survive, N and E walls under 
forestry track. Possible sub-division enclosure at NE corner centred at 2368/7736 4m x 
20m tapering to 2m at N, also stepped in 6m x 4m function unknown. Walls 0.8m wide 
and up to 0.5m high, though parts of sheepfold stand to 1.2m high. No trace of building as 
depicted on 2nd edition OS of 1903, area within enclosure planted with trees. 
 
Below left: sketch plan – not to scale. 
Below right: view of enclosure facing S – scales 1m. 
Over: View of enclosure facing N – scale 2m. 
 

   
 



 
 
No recommendations to be made as at time of site visit site marked out with canes and 
tape to provide exclusion area. 
 
 
8 – An Socach 
HSMR – NN27NW 5 
NMRS – NN27NW 3 
Grid Ref: NN 2345/7688 
Type – Enclosure 
Noted in HSMR and NMRS of ‘A 2 compartment enclosure is depicted on the 1st edition 
OS (Inverness 1872 sheet 141). A 3 compartment enclosure is depicted on the current 
OS (1991)’. 
 
Site is names as a sheepfold on the 2nd edition OS of 1903 below an irregular shaped 
field with a footpath and bridge connecting to site 7. 
 
An Socach is recorded in the Ordnance Survey Name Book (Book 44, page 189) as 
‘Applied to a piece of ground lying in pasture situated about ¼ of a mile south west of 
Coirecoille it is the property of Lord Abinger. Meaning in English The Point’. 
 
Walkover reveals square enclosure 32m x 30m with 3 long compartments 4m wide with 
pen 5m x 12m to S corner. Walls up to 1.5m high and 0.7m wide. Birch trees growing 
within. Site lies on a NW facing slope. 
 
Below: sketch plan – not to scale. 
Over top: View of site facing W – scale 2m. 
Over below: View of pen facing NW. 
 

 
 



 
 

 
 
No recommendations to be made as at time of site visit site marked out with canes and 
tape to provide exclusion area. 
 
 
9 – Lairig 
HSMR – NN27NE 3 
NMRS – NN27NE 3 
Grid Ref: NN 2500/7838 to NN 2920/7999 
Type – Railway 
Site of former railway for Aluminum works, now forestry access road. 
 
Walkover reveals line mostly to lie outside forestry area including bridge abutments (site 
9a on map) at NN 23883/77067 and iron-bridge (site 9b on map) at NN 23846/76999. 
 
Below: View of site 9a. 
 

 



Over top: View from site 9b to 9a. 
Over below: View of iron bridge facing W. 
 

 
 

 
 
 
No recommendations to be made. Currently proposals are being discussed to reopen line 
of railway as a footpath. 
 
The Following 3 sites were plotted from aerial photographs against 1:10,000 maps. 
 
10 – Coille Aonachain 
HSMR – N/a 
NMRS – N/a 
Grid Ref: NN 2277/8071 
Type – Enclosure 
Site visible on aerial photograph of 1946 (3345) as square enclosure. Not marked on 1st 
or 2nd edition or later OS maps. 
 
Walkover reveals no trace of site at this location or surrounding area, woodland here 
dense with ploughing 1m wide and 0.6m deep. 
 
No recommendations to be made as site effectively destroyed. 



11 – Coirecoille 
HSMR – N/a 
NMRS – N/a 
Grid Ref: NN 2382/7773 
Type – Buildings 
Site visible on aerial photograph of 1946 (4338) as two possibly 3 unroofed buildings with 
section of wall to SE. Not marked on 1st or 2nd edition or later OS maps. 
 
Walkover reveals no trace of site at this location or surrounding area, woodland here 
dense with ploughing 1m wide and 0.6m deep. 
 
No recommendations to be made as site effectively destroyed. 
 
 
12 – Coirecoille 
HSMR – N/a 
NMRS – N/a 
Grid Ref: NN 2366/7781 
Type – Enclosure 
Site visible on aerial photograph of 1946 (4338) as square enclosure, in area of possible 
rig & furrow (3132). Not marked on 1st or 2nd edition or later OS maps. 
 
Walkover reveals only part of the S corner to survive, woodland here dense with 
ploughing 1m wide and 0.6m deep. Another small section to NE, giving width of15m but 
length cannot be ascertained due to ploughing. Surviving section is 1.1m wide ad 0.35m 
high. 
 
Below: View of S corner – scales 1m. 
 

 
 
No recommendations to be made as site effectively destroyed. 
 
 
 
5. Conclusions 
Overall most of the sites revealed relate to a former crofting landscape but with 
no prehistoric sites. Most of the sites have been heavily damaged by forestry 
ploughing. Most o the sites are probably early 19th century in date and were all 
abandoned by the 20th century. 
The woodland itself is a mixture of both planted and natural woodland with the 
majority facing a N or NW direction.  
 



6. Archive 
A copy of this report is to be deposited in the National Monuments Record in 
Edinburgh and the Highland Council Sites and Monuments Record. 
 

 
7. Discovery & Excavation in Scotland 
A short summary of the results of this project will be submitted to the Council for 
Scottish Archaeology’s publication Discovery & Excavation in Scotland. 
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Appendix 1 – Census Returns 1841-1901. 
 
1841 
Unachan listed with 15 households. 
Coirecoille not listed. 
 
 
1851 
Unachan listed with 15 households. 
Coirecoille 2 households - 
1 – John Cameron, his wife and 6 children. Recorded as farmer & cattle dealer, also 
nurse and house servant, 2 house servants, 3 farm servants and a shepherd. 
2 – Kate MacDonald, 2 children, her mother and visitor. 
 
 
1861 
Unachan listed with 19 households. 
Coirychoilly (Lower) – Anna Cameron, 21, Farmers Daughter, 3 brothers and sisters, 2 
domestic servants, ploughman and an agricultural labourer. 
Coirychoilly (Upper) – John & Catherine Bell, Shepherd.  
 
 
1871 
Coirecoille not listed. 
Unachan listed with 9 households. 
Unachan Wood listed with 6 households –  
1 – Alex Kennedy, 59, Dancing Master 
2 – Christian McPhee, 39, Crofters wife 
3 – Alexr Stewart, 75, Pauper 
4 – Janet McKilroy, 70, Pauper 
5 – Catherine Kennedy, 56, General Domestic Servant 
6 – Flora McDonald, 62, Crofter of 16 acres 
 
 
1881 
Unachan listed with 4 households. 
Coirecoille not listed. 
 
 
1891 
Unachan listed with 7 households. 
Coirecoille 2 households – 
1 – Arthur Aitken 60, Fisherman, with wife, 5 children and 1 grandchild. 
2 – Wm McIntosh 39, Game Warden and Mary Gillis 47, Housekeeper. 
 
 
1901 
Unachan listed with 15 households. 
Coirecoille 2 households - 
1 – Arthur Aitken 70, Salmon Fisher with 2 children and 2 grandchildren, a kennel-man 
and a boarder. 
2 – Unihabitated 
3 – Unihabitated 
 
 



Appendix 2 – County Valuation Rolls 1869-1925. 
Valuation rolls for 1855-1868 for Kilmonivaig are not available in HC Archives. 
 
Corriechoille – Listed as House and Garden 
1869-70 
Owner: Lord Abinger Tenant: Richard Ansdell   Rent: £25 
 
1870-72 
Owner: Lord Abinger Tenant: Arthur Pryor   Rent: £25 
 
1872-73 
Owner: Lord Abinger Tenant: J E Barker   Rent: £25 
 
1873-80 
Owner: Lord Abinger Tenant: Arthur Aitken   Rent: £25 
 
1880-81 
Volume missing in HC Archives. 
 
1881-82  
Now two properties named Corriechoille – both listed as House and Garden 
1 - Owner: Lord Abinger Tenant: William Mackintosh  Rent: £14 
2 – Owner: Lord Abinger Tenant: Arthur Aitken   Rent: £25 
 
1882-84  
Now two properties named Corriechoille – both listed as House and Garden 
1 - Owner: Lord Abinger Tenant: William Mackintosh  Rent: £14 
2 – Owner: Lord Abinger Tenant: Arthur Aitken   Rent: £25 
 
1884-86  
Now two properties named Corriechoille – both listed as House and Garden 
1 - Owner: Lord Abinger Tenant: William Mackintosh  Rent: £14 
2 – Owner: Lord Abinger Tenant: Thomas A Jeffock  Rent: £25 
 
1886-93  
Now only one property named Corriechoille – Listed as House and Garden 
Owner: Lord Abinger Tenant: N B Macjenzie   Rent: £25 
 
1894-1920 
Owner: Lord Abinger Tenant: D P MacDonald & Sons  Rent: £25 
(rent rising to £35 in 1909 and £40 in 1919) 
 
1925-26 
Owner: Lord Abinger Tenant: Hugh MacLachlan  Rent: £40 
 



Appendix 3 – Inverness Courier 21st Feb 1856. 
 

 
 



Appendix 4 – The Lochaber Drover 
 

 



 
 



 
 



 

 



 
 



 
 



 
 



 

 


