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CAIRO―An historic local church is closing its doors 

after nearly two centuries. The Calvary Episcopal 

Church of Cairo will hold its final service on Christmas 

Eve. 

“The story is simple and all too common,” explained 

Rev. John E. Miller. “Membership has declined over 

the years, people move away and people pass away, 

and new interest is not generated.” 

He added that “attendance has dwindled to five 

people at our best-attended services.” That number 

includes himself and his wife Kathie who plays the 

organ. 

Rev. Miller has served as priest of the Calvary 

Episcopal Church since 1998. 

“At the close of the last liturgical year on November 

22, the three others present advised me that they had 

decided to discontinue services at Calvary effective 

immediately, with a final gathering for Christmas Eve,” 

he said. 

Located on Jerome Avenue, Calvary Episcopal 

Church was organized on August 13, 1832. Today it is 

part of the Episcopal Diocese of Albany, which 

consists of more than 100 churches throughout 

northeastern New York.   
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Historic Cairo church closing 
Christmas Eve will be the final service at Calvary Episcopal Church 

Organized in 1832, the Calvary Episcopal Church of Cairo is closing due to declining 

membership. 
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One of the stunning stained glass windows at the Calvary Episcopal 

Church in Cairo. 

According to the Cairo Historical Society, in 1834 a donation of 

$500 was received from Trinity Church in New York City, and along 

with $1,450, which was donated from local people and businesses, put 

the congregation in a position to build their place of worship. This is 

the same building we see today. 

There were only eight communicants from 1825 to 1837, the 

historical society reports. On June 10, 1841, the church bell was 

purchased at a cost of $175. 

The name Calvary comes from the place, outside of Jerusalem, 

where Jesus was crucified. 

Across the country, church attendance is down. According to a 

Gallup poll taken last year, the percentage of Americans who report 

belonging to a church, synagogue or mosque at an all-time low, 

averaging just 50%. 

U.S. church membership was 70% or higher from 1937 through 

1976, falling modestly to an average of 68% in the 1970s through the 

1990s. The past 20 years have seen an acceleration in the drop-off, 

with a 20-percentage-point decline since 1999 and more than half of 

that change occurring since the start of the current decade, Gallup 

reported. 

Just 42% of millennials are members of churches, Gallup found. By 

comparison, 20 years ago, 62% of members of Generation X belonged 

to a church, when they were about the same age as millennials are 

today. 

The Calvary Episcopal Church of Cairo’s final service will be 

Christmas Eve at 9:30 p.m. Masks and social distancing is required by 

leaving every other pew empty.  

“Calvary’s work will continue in its long-time partner in ministry, 

Gloria Dei Church in Palenville where services are held every Sunday 

at 9 a.m.,” said Rev. Miller. 
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