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Editor’s Note: 
 
I know I posted in the May issue of “The Tidings” that that was the last issue 
until the fall. However, we had our May C&R from Tuesday May 1st to Thursday 
May 3rd. We stopped at Boca Grande Marina for lunch and then continued onto 
The Aqualane Palm Island Marina, Ron Terciak went a little crazy with his 
camera and took loads of pictures, for those of you who missed the trip this 
edition of “The Tidings” will contain the pictures that Ron Took. 
 
Hope you enjoy them! All photos courtesy Ron Terciak & Marsha Mehmel 

 

 
 
From the editor: 
Use your QR scanner on your smart phone, 
ipad etc. and scan the above QR code to access 
the San Carlos Bay Sail & Power Squadron 
website www.scbps.com▲ 
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Marianne Ponzio enjoying the scenery, it doesn’t get any more relaxing that this. 
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Above: Bob & Jeanne Shaw (back to camera), Jane Aube, Jane’s cousin Jan, Mike Aube, 
Priscilla & Steve  Mortonson and the photographer Ron Terciak, At Boca Grande Marina for 

lunch. 
 
 

Below: Steve & Priscilla Mortonson’s boat “Blesst” 
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Above: Pam Schindler ½ face (Sorry Pam, blame Ron), Dave McClellan & Janet, John 
Ragone, Ted Schindler, Doug Flenniken, Ed & Marsha Mehmel 

 
 
 

Below: Mike & Jane Aube’s Boat “Blue Moon” 
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Above: Ed Mehmel, Jacquie Flenniken, Marie Ragone, Pam Schindler, Janet 
 
 

Below: Jeanne & Bob Shaw, Bill Behrens, Jan, Priscilla & Steve Mortonson at Boca Grande 
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Above: Jeanne Shaw, Jane Aube, Jane’s cousin Jan, Mike Aube, Priscilla & Steve 
Mortonson 

 
 

Below: Pool at Aqualane Marina 
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Above: Path to beach 

 
 

Below: Ed Mehmel relaxing aboard “Island Girl” 
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Above: Jeanne & Bob Shaw, Ted & Pam Schindler, Doug Flenniken, Steve Mortonson, Priscilla Mortonson, 

Jacquie Flenniken, Marie & John Ragone, Al & Marianne Ponzio. 
 
 
 

Below: Marianne & Al Ponzio, Pam Schindler, Marie Ragone, Doug Flenniken, John, Ragone, Bill Behrens 
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Above: John & Marie’s boat “Dream Aweigh” 
 
 

Below: Doug Flenniken & Ted Schindler relaxing on Ted’s boat “Yachta, Yachta, Yachta” 
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Above: Ron Terciak & Marsha Mehmel 

 
 
 

Below: Ted & Pam Schindler’s boat “Yachta, Yachta, Yachta”, John & Marie Ragone’s boat “Dream 
Aweigh” 
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Above: Pool at Marina 

 
 

Below: Bob & Jeanne Shaw, Jane Aube 
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SAN CARLOS BAY 
SAIL AND POWER SQUADRON 

P.O. Box 5026 
Ft. Myers Beach, FL. 33932-5026 

(239) 466-4040 
Web Site – www.scbps.com 
Chartered 9 December 1968 

A Unit of the United States Power Squadron 
District 22 – Sail & Power Boating 

 
Commander 

Cdr. Bill Behrens 
(239) 470-1773 

 
TIDINGS Staff 

 
Editor   P/C John J. Ragone, P 
   8140 Breton Circle 
   Ft. Myers, FL. 33912 

Johnr301@gmail.com  
239-768-6803 

 
Assistant  Marie Ragone, P.                                           
 
Published monthly except June, July and August 
 

ARTICLE SUBMISSION DEADLINE: 15TH of 
month before month of issue 

 
Refer to the 2018/19 membership directory for 

Squadron Organization chart, Addresses, Committee 
Chairs, Telephone Numbers, and Other Information 

 

 

 

 

 

Free Dinners to Squadron Members 
 
  A reminder that, any squadron member receives a free dinner at one of our squadron 
meetings for bringing in a new member. Let us have more free dinners and bring in new 
members. ■ 
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Booster membership runs with the calendar 
year. All checks received now are being 
applied to membership for the year 2018. See 
below. 
 
Joseph Aten    
Lee Aten    
Eva Cecil 
Ludvik “Luke” Cecil 
Bill Behrens 
Brenda Battles 
Steve Mortonson 
Paiscilla Mortonson 
 
 

 
 
It is time to renew your booster 
membership for 2018 
 

 

 
Ron Terciak 
Carole Terciak 
Hermann Kuhnel 
Karin Kuhnel 
Mary Smelter 
Dick Battles 

BOOSTERS FOR 2018 
 

We have CONTINUED our “Booster” 
program again to support our 
squadron. 
To join, make checks, for $5.00 per 
person payable to the San Carlos Bay 
Sail & Power Squadron and mail to:     
       
                          John Ragone 

8140 Breton Circle 
Ft. Myers, Fl. 33912 

           www.marinetradingpost.com 

MARINE 
TRADING POST 

North Fort Myers 
     1156 N Tamiami Trail 
     N. Fort Myers, FL 33903 
     Phone 239-997-5777 
     Fax 239-997-5108 
Naples 
     989 Airport Rd South 
     Naples, FL 34104 
     Phone 239-793-5800 
     Fax 239-793-5801 
Fort Myers Beach 
     15600 San Carlos Blvd 
      Unit 170 
      Fort Myers, FL 33908 
      Phone 239-437-7475 
      Fax 239-437-7484 
Port Charlotte 
     4694 Tamiami Trail 
     Port Charlotte, FL 33980 
     Phone 941-766-1044 
     Fax 941-766-1043 
 
WWW.MARINETRADINGPOST..COM  
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It is VESSEL SAFETY CHECK time again.  The 
VSC is an annual event, and it allows those that avail 
themselves of the free safety check to be assured they 
have all the necessary safety equipment on board their 
vessel.  It also ensures items that have an expiration 
date are not expired and are valid, such as their fire 
extinguishers and flares.  This squadron service is, or 
course, available to all members of our squadron and 
is available to the public as well, such as your friends 
and neighbors.  If one’s boat does not pass, there is no 
punitive action taken, and it is not reported to any 
agency.  Once the item(s) that needed attention is 
corrected we will re-visit and re-do the VSC and, 
when one’s boat passes, issue the current year safety 
sticker.  Contact P/C Ron Terciak to schedule your 
VSC. ▲ 
 



UNITED STATES POWER SQUADRONS 
May 2018 The Tidings 

 

San Carlos Bay Sail & Power Squadron in its 50th year is a unit of the United States Power Squadrons, District 22           
 
1 

   
 
  
  
 
         
 
 
         
 

   
 
  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
   
                            
                                                                                                                
  
 
 
 
 
 
                                                                                                                                      
  
                      
 

 
 

 

  
 

 



UNITED STATES POWER SQUADRONS 
May 2018 The Tidings 

 

San Carlos Bay Sail & Power Squadron in its 50th year is a unit of the United States Power Squadrons, District 22           
 
1 

 
Above: Marianne & Al Ponzio’s Boat “Bella Blue” 
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    These items and more can be purchased from Ship's Store at squadron meetings or contact Bill/Ron. 
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Below: Jane Aube, Marsha Mehmel, Mike Aube, Ed Mehmel, Bill Behrens 
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Above: Doug Flenniken, Ted Schindler, Marie & John Ragone, aboard water taxi on the way to Rum Bay 

Restaurant 
 
 

Below: Marie (my cup is empty) Ragone Cousin Jan & Jane Aube enjoying pool 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



UNITED STATES POWER SQUADRONS 
May 2018 The Tidings 

 

San Carlos Bay Sail & Power Squadron in its 50th year is a unit of the United States Power Squadrons, District 22           
 
1 

 
Above: Ron & Carole Terciak’s boat “Irish Rover” 

 
  
 

Below: Priscilla Mortonson & Marianne Ponzio enjoying the Beach 
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Above: Ted & Pam Schindler, Doug & Jacquie Flenniken Marie & John Ragone 

  

Below: Jacquie Flenniken Marianne & Al Ponzio 
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National Safe Boating Week 
May 19-25, 2018 

 
 
National Safe Boating Week is May 19-25. Although boat safety is something on which we should focus 
all year, this week reminds us to pay particular attention to our squadron mission of safe boating.  
According to the National Safe Boating Council  

· 80% of boat deaths are due to drowning  
· 83% of victims were not wearing a life jacket  
· 2/3 of drowning victims are good swimmers  
· 77% deaths occurred on boats where the operator had no boating safety instruction  
· Florida ranks first in the US in reported boating deaths (70) and reported boating accidents (684).  

What can you do to make sure you aren’t a statistic?  
First of all, make sure your boat has a current vessel safety inspection (VSC). These free inspections will 
insure that your boat has key safety features like life vests, navigation lights, visual distress signals, 
sound producing devices, navigation rules, and fire extinguishers.  
Second, consider improving your boating skills by taking one or more of our boating education classes or 
seminars.  
Finally, check out the new Safe Boating website at www.BoatLive365.org.  
 
Here’s to safe boating! ■  
 

Below: Ron Terciak, Bill Behrens, Al Ponzio, Bob & Jeanne Shaw 

 

../../AppData/Roaming/AppData/Local/Microsoft/Windows/INetCache/IE/2USXJJE3/www.BoatLive365.org
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The below members have gone “above & beyond” 
and made donations that are worthy of special 
recognition for the years 2017 & 2018 
 
2017 Wayne & Judy Berger – Donation to the 
squadron to fund the 2017 printing of the 
Squadron Directories (after tirelessly compiling 
and updating the information). 
 
2017 Bob & Carol Amerine – Donation to the 
squadron fund membership in the Fort Myers 
Beach Chamber of Commerce for 2017. 
 
2018 Anonymous Member – Donation to the 
squadron by a member wishing to remain 
anonymous to fund membership in the Fort Myers 
Beach Chamber of Commerce for 2018. 
 
2018 Wayne & Judy Berger – Donation to the 
squadron to fund the 2018 printing of the 
Squadron Directories (after tirelessly compiling 
and updating the information). 
 
2018 Dan Finn – Donated a used laptop 
computer, with Windows 7 for squadron use 
(proposed for Treasure’s use for Quick Books 
from Tech Soup. 

2018  Donation - Larry and Lynn Tobias made a 
donation to the squadron to help fund the 
purchase of QuickBooks (accounting software) 
or other general purposes, where ever the need 
is greatest! 
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Above: John & Marie Ragone, Bill Behrens aboard water taxi to Rum Bay Restaurant 

 
 
 

Below: DUH!!! Does anybody know where the water is? Bill Behrens, Steve Mortonson , Al Ponzio 
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Above: Bob & Jeanne Shaw’s boat “Okey Dokey” 

 
 

Below: Ted & Pam Schindler’s boat “Yachta, Yachta, Yachta” 
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Above: John & Marie Ragone, Ted Schindler, Jane Aube & cousin Jan, Jacquie Flenniken 

(in back with hat) don’t know the person on float 
 
 

Below: Marianne & Al Ponzio, Jacquie Flenniken, Pam Schindler, Bill Behrens, and my 
back 
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Above: Water Taxi, for travel between Palm Island and Rum Bay Restaurant 

 
 
 

Below: Jane Aube & Ron Terciak 
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Above: Al Ponzio, Bill Behrens, Steve Mortonson, Ron Terciak 

 
 
 

Below: Marie Ragone, Pam Schindler, Ted Schindler, Mike & Jane Aube. Ed & Marsha 
Mehmel, Cousin Jan, Doug & Jacquie Flenniken, John Ragone 
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Above: ½ Marie Ragone, John Ragone, Bill Behrens, Pam Schindler 

 
 
 
 

Below: Al Ponzio, Pam Schindler, Marie Ragone, John Ragone, Bill Behrens 
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Above: Marianne Ponzio, Priscilla Mortonson, Jeanne Shaw 

 
 
 

Below: Steve & Priscilla Mortonson, Marianne Ponzio aboard water taxi 
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Above: Priscilla & Steve Mortonson, Marianne Ponzio 

 
 
 

Below: Johnny Leverocks at Marina. Picture courtesy Marsha Mehmel 
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Above: Boca Grande Marina. Dream Aweigh in foreground. Picture courtesy Marsha 

Mehmel 
 

 
Below: Manatee. Picture courtesy Marsha Mehmel 
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End of a fantastic trip. Picture courtesy Marsha Mehmel 
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Our Public Classes  
 

We offer several classes to increase boater knowledge and skills. These classes are open to the public 
(membership is not required). The classes are presented as a public service by the Squadron and are 

taught by experienced Squadron members 
 
America’s Boating Course 3rd Edition ® 
Is our basic boating class. The class will cover the basics of boat handling, PWCs, required equipment, 
navigation aids and rules, and dealing with emergencies. It will provide instruction and examination for 
laws and regulations of the State of Florida. The course is a total of 8 hours spread over two days. Read 
a detailed description of the course by clicking on "America's Boating Course 3rd Edition". 

 
Local Waters – Local Charts 
Is our course for boaters in the Ft. Myers area. The Local Waters class is directed toward new boaters 
and boaters new to the area, as well as those who wish to learn chart reading. Using Chart 11427, 
boaters will learn some of the basics of navigation in the Fort Myers Area. Students would bring their 
own copies of the chart. Read a detailed description of the course by clicking on "Local Waters - Local 
Chart". 
 
Using GPS 
GPS has become a common tool for navigation. However, using GPS on the water is distinctly different 
from a moving map display in your car. This 2-3-hour seminar explains the principles of waypoint 
navigation which you will use. It then shows you how to use the buttons on your GPS and how to relate 
the GPS to your charts. 
 
Using VHF & VHF DSC Marine Radios 
This class is essential for those with a 'new' radio or those planning to buy a new radio. DSC is 
operational in Fort Myers. You need to register your radio and learn how it's different. We also cover 
standard VHF operations. Read a detailed description of the course. 
 
Paddle Smart 
This seminar is intended for those interested in Paddle sports or are considering the purchase of a 
Kayak, Canoe or other Paddle sport equipment. Read a detailed description of this course by clicking on 
"Paddle Smart". 
 
Hurricanes & Boats 
This is a mini-seminar. It covers how to select a location and prepare your boat for a 
hurricane.  

Public Classes 
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Member Courses: 
 

We offer our members "Advanced Grade" and "Elective" courses. 
 

Advanced Grade Courses 
 
Five Advanced Grade courses are offered by USPS. They are designed to be taken in sequence because 
each build on skills taught in the previous course.  
 
 

Seamanship  
 
Covers basic deck seamanship, marlinspike (knots and ropes), anchoring and rafting, basic boat care and 
maintenance, and nautical and USPS customs and etiquette.  
Course cost: $50.00 Classes held on Wednesday evenings 7:00pm Squadron Classroom, Class starting 

Date TBA 
 

Piloting 
 
 Is the first and most basic navigation course, covering chart reading, course plotting, and basic coastal or 
inland navigation, including basic GPS usage. This course goes into more detail than the charting 
information covered in the public courses. 
Course cost: $75.00 includes "The Weekend Navigator". Course Plotter, Parallel Rules & Dividers are 
required. Students bring their own.  
Classes held Tuesday afternoons, duration 6-8 weeks. 
Class starting date January 17, 2017, 2:00pm Squadron Classroom 
 
 

Advanced Piloting 
 
 Covers more advanced coastal navigation techniques, navigation in tides and currents, and more 
advanced GPS and Rader usage. 
Course cost: $55.00 (Includes "The Weekend Navigator") 
Course only: $40.00 Classes held Wednesday mornings 9:30am Squadron Classroom, Class starting 
date TBA 
 
Junior Navigation  
 

Teaches the basics of offshore navigation, including basic celestial navigation using the 
sun and offshore course planning. 

 
Navigation  
 
Is the most advanced navigation course taught by USPS, covering more advanced celestial navigation 
techniques, emergency navigation, and additional sight reduction techniques. 
 
 
 
 

Membership Classes 
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Elective Courses 
 

Six Elective Courses are offered by USPS. They cover separate and independent topics and therefore 
may be taken in any order according to a member’s interests and time. 

 
Engine Maintenance 
 
 Covers the operating principles and basic care and maintenance of outboard and inboard engines, 
including diesels. 
This course is offered by Cape Coral Power Squadron 
Course Cost: $52.00 - $25.00 deposit upon registration. Date to be announced. 
 

Marine Electronics  
 
Covers installation and maintenance of both boat electrical systems (AC and DC) and marine 
electronics (VHF radio, radar, GPS, etc). 
 

Cruise Planning  
 
Covers topics of interest for someone planning a cruise – whether for just a weekend or for a year – 
including preparation and planning, anchoring, security, chartering, and cruising outside the US. 
 

Weather  
 
Covers weather forecasting and reading weather patterns on-board. 
 

Sail  
 
Covers everything from the basic elements of how a sailboat works to sail trim, rig tuning, and sailboat 
racing. 
 

Instructor Development 
 
 Teaches effective communication skills for not only USPS instructors but everyone, covering various 
methods of presenting information to others, effective use of audiovisual aids (including PowerPoint), 
etc. This class is scheduled for: January 12, 2015 9:30 - 11:30 there will be 6 sessions. 
 
If one or more of these member courses interest you, Register Online at 
www.scbps.com 
 
Member Courses generally start in January. They meet weekly at our classroom. Class 
schedules will be developed to best accommodate the students 

Elective Courses 
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Members Classifieds and Ad’s 
Editor’s Note: Please let me know of any changes in the below 

ads. 

 
CONDO FOR SALE:  

 
Condo south end of FMB with Back Bay Water views.2/2 plus den-1637sq ft. Underground 
parking, storage, pool etc. Great rental potential. $575,900. Call Dick Battles 239-220-2166 
 
 
 
 

Torqueedo Travel 1003 electric outboard motor for sale. 
 
Less than 10 hours use. Mint Condition Asking $500 (original price $1999.) Dan Finn  
239-301-0300. docdlfvet@gmail.com.  
 
 

Manufactured Home for sale 
 2B/2B, FMB San Carlos Island, large dock for motor & sail boat, easy gulf access. Back bay 
view, owned lot, turnkey. Asking 230K. AM (239)463-0741 will call back. 
 
 
 
 
 
Hello All 
 
At our Executive Committee meeting the bridge has decided to add a classified section for 
our members to our newsletter. This ad will be limited to a few lines and cost $2. An example 
would be For Sale- 2005 Garmin GPS, good condition $200, call xxx- xxxx.  All copy should 
be sent in Word Form to our Editor, John Ragone at johnr301@yahoo.com. along with $2. 
 
   The deadline for inclusion in the Tidings is the 15th of the month for publication in the next 
month’s issue.  
   
Ron Terciak 
Executive Officer 
San Carlos Bay Power Squadron 

 


