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   “Professionally bonded with the stars through public astronomy, Von Del 
Chamberlain is also one of our foremost explorers of ancient astronomy in the 
American West. In 1982, he wrote the book—“When the Stars Came Down to 
Earth”—on the rich sky lore of the Skidi Pawnee, for whom the stars were the 
framework for belief and survival on the Great Plains of eastern Nebraska. Now, in 
Children of the Sky, he again pulls those Skidi Pawnee stars back down to earth in 
a story that turns ethnography into characters, action, and consequences and lets 
us see through engaging narrative the meaning one group of people found in the 
sky.”         

 Dr. E.C. Krupp, Director, Griffith Observatory 

     Children of the Sky, by Von Del Chamberlain, is a meticulously 
researched epic novel that recounts the lives of the  Skidi Band of 
Pawnee Indians, living on the Great American Plains over 400 years 
ago. 
     The colorful cast of characters live with passion, grace, wars, 
love  and  ceremonial  celebrations.  An  expansive  and  active  sky 
guides  their  principles  of  leadership  with  a  governing  council  of 
delegates who weigh alternatives and make the best decisions they 
can, then act in unity often with gripping results. 
     The reader will discover how the first female human came from 
the union of the planets Venus and Mars, while the first male resulted 
from the embrace of Sun and Moon. Sent down to earth, these first 
children began to live upon the land. They lived true to inherited 
cosmic traditions while exploring their new world, always studying 
the  migrations  of  their  perceived  celestial  ancestors  against  the 
patterns of gleaming stars; for them answers for survival lay hidden 
in plain sight among the stars.

Author and astronomer, Von Del Chamberlain,  is also 
an Ethnoastronomer with an illustrious career   beginning at 
Robert  T.  Longway  Planetarium  in  Flint,  Michigan,  the 
Abrams  Planetarium  at  Michigan  State  University,  the 
Smithsonian National Air and Space Museum, and the Hansen 
Planetarium in Salt Lake City.  He has instructed courses for 
the  University  of  Michigan,  Michigan  State  University, 
University  of  Utah,  and  Utah  Valley  University.  He  has 
published  extensively  in  astronomy   education  and  cultural 
astronomy. 
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"Children of the Sky” is a fascinating 
fictional account of how the Sun, Moon, 
planets and stars played an important part 
in Skidi Pawnee ceremonial ways 400 years 
ago." 

Pat Leading Fox,  
Head Chief of the Skidi Pawnee 
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