
3/19/18

1

PATIENT ASSESSMENT
Emergency Medical Responder
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Patient Assessment

Patient 
Assessment 

Plan
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Primary Survey

• Primary 
Assessment
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• Primary 
Assessment

– Level of Consciousness

1) Alert
2) Verbal
3) Painful
4) Unconscious
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• Primary 
Assessment

– Airway
• Conscious patient – can 

respond to your questions and 
speak clearly

• Unconscious patient – ensure 
the airway is open
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• Primary 
Assessment

– Circulation
• Conscious patient –

use the radial pulse to 
assess circulation

• Unconscious patient –
check pulse at carotid 
artery
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• Primary 
Assessment

– EMS Update 
Report the following:
1) Age and gender of patient
2) Chief complaint
3) Level of consciousness (LOC)
4) Airway and breathing status
5) Circulation
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• Secondary 
Assessment – Methods of Examination

1) Inspection
2) Auscultation
3) Palpation

– Look for DOTS
1) Deformities (D)
2) Open injuries (O)
3) Tenderness (T)
4) Swelling (S)
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• Secondary 
Assessment – Vital signs
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• Patient History 
(Sample)
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• Patient History
(Sample)
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• Ongoing 
Assessment
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• Patient   
Hand-Off 

Report


