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Summer is coming, winter covers are coming off, and the Fleet Captain is being a
pain in the butt motivating people to get their boats ready! It appears that the inner
harbor dredge is completed for the Spring. A great big thanks to all the Club Members involved with the dredge. We save an enormous amount of money having the
infrastructure to dredge our harbor. This is just another example why we have the
best slip pricing on Lake Michigan. Not to mention a great view! The long stick is
in place for cleaning up the entrance. Hopefully, this portion of the dredge will be
completed with the next couple of weeks.

Keep watching your emails over the next month, there is a great deal of work involved launching the boat and cleaning up the Club. If you can be of assistance
come on down and lend a helping hand. There are also work hours associated with
getting involved (hint, hint especially for the new members!)
Fleet Captain, Bryan Gahan, will be updating the launch schedule as we move
closer. Please be as flexible as possible. What we have determined, is this a fluid
couple of weeks with many changes depending on weather and crew availability.
The key to keeping this moving in the right direction is to get your boats ready and
keep Bryan in the loop if you have an issue or opportunity.
As we approach the 2017 boating season, I would be remised if I didn’t remind you
of being safe. Safety starts with getting the boats ready while “on the hard”. If you
need help – ASK. If you see someone struggling – HELP. Once the boats are in the
water, we all must be vigilant of a multitude of things. One of the enduring qualities of belonging to SMYC is that we are all here to help each other out. Be aware
of your surroundings and lend a helping hand to our members and visitors of the
Club. Before venturing out to boat ensure your boat is ready, your crew is ready,
and the weather has been reviewed. While we are some of the luckiest people on
the planet boating on Lake Michigan, occasionally Lake Michigan will remind you
of how change can happen and happen quickly. I promise to get off my soapbox,
however, the last part of safe boating is to ensure someone knows your Float Plan.
We have a Cruise Log located in the Bar Area, if you are leaving the harbor for an
extended period please update the log. It serves several purposes:
1.

Let’s the Fleet Captain know that a slip is available and for how long.

2. But more importantly, if something should happen and the Club is called
we might be able to give some useful data.
Feel free to leave an itinerary in the Cruise Log on a separate piece of paper. An
example of a Float Plan can be found at this website:
http://floatplancentral.cgaux.org/download/USCGFloatPlan.pdf
Welcome to the new boating season! I look forward to seeing all of you at the
Club.

Jon Haag
SMYC Commodore
(c) 414-617-3438

(e) smyccommodore@gmail.com

LMYA Meeting
An all regions LMYA meeting was held at South Shore Yacht Club on March 25. Submissions for a new issue of the
Spreader had a deadline of April 1st, so the issue should be ready soon. The conversion from manual to digital
records is still on-going and it will take another year for a PayPal system to be set up for online dues renewal. Dues
notices should be out soon and the plan is to have cruising cards available by May 1. A brochure promoting the
LMYA is being developed to email to delegates for local printing and handing out to prospective members.
Boaters are encouraged to visit the National Boating Federation web site for news effecting boaters across the
nation, especially in this year where changes in federal laws and procedures may be forthcoming. A couple of such
issues are the President’s seeking to eliminate the Great Lakes Restoration Initiative and administration delays on
the Asian carp plan.
The Illinois Region reported that in the carp problem, juvenile fish may be able to penetrate barriers. There is a
need for activism to fight for defending the Lake Michigan Restoration Project. Starved Rock Yacht Club was hit by
a tornado with 150 mph winds this Spring. There was major dock damage but only a couple of boats were
damaged. The club house had to use a diesel generator for a week.
The Wisconsin Region reported that the Friends of Lake Shore State Park are planning a ground breaking for a
visitor and education center this coming Fall. There will be bathroom facilities for boaters in the center when it is
completed. Of the 17 locks on the Fox River system, 16 are completed. They are working on a lift out station for
cleaning boats.
There was no report from the Michiana Region (Michigan and Indiana).
There will be an LMYA all regions meeting on September 16 at 12:00 pm at the Hammond Indiana Yacht Club. The
last LMYA all regions meeting for the year will be held on November 19 and as usual, LMYA Delegates from yacht
clubs are encouraged to attend as well as any yacht club members who are interested.
Report submitted by Linda Daly and Jim Rothschadl

Children's Easter Party

In an on-going effort to improve the Club’s visibility and volunteerism within the South Milwaukee
Community, South Milwaukee Yacht Club (SMYC) was honored to host South Milwaukee Community & Business Association’s (SMCBA) Spotlight Awards Banquet on April 6, 2017. The benefit roasted recent retiree, Donn Powers (of Donn Powers Jewelers), as well as thanking him for his
many years of service to the South Milwaukee community. Michael Hintz, from Scrappy’s BBQ,
won New Business of the Year award and Pete Sorce, from Sorce Martial Arts, won Business of the
Year. Mayor, Erik Brooks, was on hand for these proclamations as well as other community business representatives and volunteers. Committee members, KiKi Kilman and Michele Barclay, wish
to thank Mary Jo Haag, Paige Hans, and John John Nowcki for their help with the event which had
approximately 70 attendees. The Club was nicely decorated and many compliments and “thank
yous” were heard throughout the evening. KiKi has been attending SMCBA meetings for the past
two years as SMYCs representative and was recently elected to the Vice President position. If you
are interested in attending a meeting or networking your own business to this very active group,
please ask KiKi about meeting times.

SMYC Events Upcoming
(Cut and save for reference…don’t forget to update from High Tide as events and times may change)

April
3
7
9
17

Board Meeting
Hors d’oeuvre Night- W/Live Music
Easter Lunch & Egg Hunt
General Membership Meeting

6:30pm
6:00pm
Noon-4pm
7:00pm

Club
Club
Daly
Club

1
5
14
15
20

Board Meeting
Last Hors d’oeuvre Night Until Oct.
Happy Mother’s Day!!!
General Membership Meeting
Mid-May Par-Tay- W/Live Music
(Sign-up by Tues., May 16th)
Fishing Contest

6:30pm
6:00pm

Club
Club

7:00pm
3pm-7pm

Club
Kiki & Mary Jo

5-11am

Moshinski

May

20

Just A Few Reminders:
We are in need of appetizer and dessert donations for the Mid- May Par-tay event on
May 20th. If you can contribute, give Mary Jo or Kiki a call. We are always looking for
new and fun suggestions for club events. If you have any ideas, or would like to help,
please give us a call. *Calling all our Sheepshead players, join us on Wednesday
Nights at 6:30pm for a fun game of skill.
Entertainment Chairperson Cheryl Rybka.
If you’d like to sponsor an event or have an idea,
Please contact Cheryl at
(C) 414-530-8770 or email: rybkaC@yahoo.com

Celebrators
Happy Birthday!
Mike Cieczka 5/1
Bill Wheatley 5/1
Darrin Eubanks 5/2
Bob Jepsen 5/2
Robert Dalla Santa 5/2
Sandy Webb 5/2
Kirsten Sivak 5/5
Kurt Bruck 5/8
Bob Sandretto 5/9
John Groth 5/10
Bryan Gahan 5/11
Donna Martin 5/12
Brian Fleming 5/14
Raymond Wolf 5/16
Betsy Reifschneider 5/17
Gigi Schmidt 5/17
Ken Rosploch 5/17

Debbie Gale 5/18
Karen Puetz 5/18
Sue Burss 5/20
Wayne Gestwicki 5/21
Dawn Schiel 5/24
Tony Davis 5/24
Ellen Wysocki 5/24
Lisa Haase 5/25
Mary Dess 5/26
Brent Mason 5/27
Tom Roncke 5/27
Jon Wegner 5/30
Debbie Larson 5/30
Tara Billingsley 5/30
Joe Ussel 5/31

Happy Anniversary!
Dave & Desiree Blake 5/4
Mike & Judy Trock 5/5
Chuck & Pam Cottrill 5/7
Scott & Jayne Wisniewski 5/12
John & Annette Groth 5/20
Kurt & Kim Bruck 5/21
Ron & Linda Zoltak 5/23
Kyle & Debbie Brunk 5/27
Jim & Jeannie Spiess 5/31
If you don’t see your birthday here,
please email
smycmembership @gmail.com

Name

Oak Creek’s Premier Gift Shop
9549 S Chicago Rd
Oak Creek, WI 53154

Kris Herington
Randi Fritsch

414-301-4578
sales@krickettes.com
Krickettes.com
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Important Boat Captain Information
You may have heard about a GBYC members recent incident while swimming at anchor in Egg Harbor. He has some important thoughts for all of us to consider as
we head out to enjoy the water.
What I learned last week.
I had the fortune to be in a life and death situation last week which came out fine but were moments and inches away from being a different story with possibly someone else
writing it.
I won’t go into details on my example but the short story is I jumped onto an air mattress with the expectation of gracefully gliding across the water. My head hit first and I
ruptured the cervical disc between my C5 and C6 vertebrae. This compressed my spinal cord and I went limp and numb in 6 feet of water. That’s the area of the spine that
controls your upper extremities. As stated all is good now due to some dumb luck, a clear thinking wife and 15 year old son. Not to mention a good neurosurgeon.
You are the captain and responsible for everything. PERIOD! No But I’s, or Yeah But’s or I was gonna and any other excuse that sounds convenient. Everyone who boards
your vessel is your responsibility including yourself. I considered myself a good, safe captain until last week but I never considered the possibility that I would be the one who
needed the help. I’ve redefined my role now to include preparing the crew if I’m out of commission. Redundancy is everything.
Do your drills. Anything can happen, at any time, in any environment. Be as prepared as possible. We all have the USCG approved PFD’d. We will all pass the inspection and
I know where everything is when it is needed. My crew, on the other hand, didn’t know there was a life ring in the aft anchor locker on a hook ready to use, feet from where
my wife was standing when I went in the water. All of the best equipment is useless in the hands of someone who either doesn’t know how to use it or in my case and worse yet
didn’t even know it was there.
I’ve spent more time showing how to cast a dock line and tie to a cleat than being prepared for an actual emergency. Take the time to show everyone where your safety items
are and how to use them. (Man that sounds so basic I am just embarrassed that I’m writing it down.) I think back to all of the time we spend on the boat that I never even spoke
to them about it. What was I thinking?
Train one or more of your crew to run the boat. I’m not talking about technical docking maneuvers but a basic understanding of the maneuvers and how the boat reacts to
input. Start with the ability to point it in the right direction and to wedge it in the hole when the need arises. That’s where I will start and we can progress from there. Every
third time we run, we will wait for a bridge to open. I’ll get there early and have a crewman with me to run the controls. I was lucky to have remained conscious and able to run
the boat.
Marine nomenclature If you use port and starboard to define the side of the boat you are referring to make sure the people you say it to understand what it means.
Keep a clear head. This is easier said than done but emotion and frantic activity serve as confusion. I’m lucky to have married a woman who is very stable emotionally. She
spoke clearly with instructions to my son. Our 15 year old son is similar. He’s been in a few situations where clear thinking is needed and he focuses on the task at hand. Everyone reacts differently but I kept calm and focused on my immediate needs. Very proud to know that when the chips are down how people will react.
File a float plan. Our marina will give me a discount on fuel if I leave the slip overnight so they can resell it for that night. They make it easy for me to let them know where I
was going and when I would be back. My marina manager is very accessible and answered the call when we were on the way back. He and other dock mates were waiting for
me. Jason boarded the boat and brought it home. Have a relationship with your dock mates that include sharing contact info. You never know when you or they will need anything.
Know your position. Although I look at the position via GPS regularly and somewhat understand the meanings of the Long and Lat numbers. Most people would see this as
just a clump of letters and numbers. The priority is to know where to find them. The person on the receiving end will know what they mean and what to do with them. I will
show my crew where to find our exact position and how to read back the numbers.
VHF Radio. Why is there a single button that when pushed goes directly to channel 16? This is the emergency hailing channel and should be used when contacting the USCG.
The community of boating What an incredible hobby we have and share with like minded people. The support I’ve received since this has happened is a true testament to the
quality of people involved in boating and the personal friendships I have made over the years of doing it. One of the gentlemen standing at the dock waiting to catch a line, I
met that morning. Reciprocate and pay forward, kindness to our fellow boaters, Yachtsmen, and Mariners. Life is good! Enjoy the boating season.

