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HIS, MINE, AND OURS

Mike King

The death of Jesus was the darkest day the world has known. There were three hours the sun failed to shine
that made it even a more eerie experience. Imagine the darkness in the hearts of His disciples. After having
witnessed firsthand the awful crucifixion of Jesus and the placement of His body in the tomb, news broke
early on the first day of the week that Jesus was alive. Thomas doubted! Everything the prophets had said
and that Jesus had said about His purposes for humanity were finally taking shape.
First of all Jesus was raised! (Matt. 28:1-18). There were mixed emotions with their response being conflicted with fear and great joy (Matt. 28:8). The soldiers received large sums of money to say His disciples
came and stole His body by night (v. 12). When the disciples saw Him, they worshipped Him, but some
doubted (v. 17). He instructed them to go everywhere telling the good news (Gospel) of His resurrection. He
commissioned them with all authority given by God (vs. 18-20). They were to baptize those who believed in
the name of the Father, Son and Holy Ghost (v. 19; cf. Mk. 16:15, 16).
What happened to Jesus then was reenacted in my life when I was baptized (Rom. 6:3-11). When I died to sin
that symbolized Jesus’ death. When there has been a death there must be also a burial. Jesus’ was physical,
mine is spiritual. I too was spiritually raised from the grave of baptism to walk in newness of life. My burial in water is a putting away of that which has died. My coming out of the water symbolizes Jesus’ resurrection. Jesus said, “If I be lifted up, I will draw all peoples to Myself” (Jn. 12:32). I am buried with Him in
baptism, raised with Him through the faith of the operation of God, who has raised Him from the dead. What
happened to Jesus was a spectacular event. What happened to me on the day I was baptized was an astonishing event in the history of my individual life.
Now, collectively we shall all experience yet another resurrection, the final one (Jn. 5:28, 29). The Lord
made the promise the He would raise us “up again at the last day” (Jn. 6:39-40, 44, 54). Our mortal bodies
shall be quickened which is the same as our spiritual adoption or redemption. Paul lived in hope of the resurrection (Phil. 3:20-21). There will be a series of spectacular things that will occur to fulfill the Lord’s promise in the final chapter of our lives. We will “Meet the lord in the air” (I Thess. 4:17) to then “Appear with
Him in glory” (Col. 3:3-5). In this process of change, we “Shall be like Him” (I Jn. 3:2-3) and to then
“Receive a crown of righteousness” (2 Tim. 4:1-8).
The transition will have occurred in “Him, Me and Us” when we have died to this life, been buried in baptism
and raised to walk in newness of life (Rom. 6:4). This is when victory is to be declared and “Mortal shall put
on immortality” (I Cor. 15:50-54).

The Importance of Reputation
A recent Wall Street Journal interview with Google CEO Eric Schmidt revealed some disturbing realities
about privacy and reputations in the digital age.
The Google CEO says you may have to change your name to escape your past.
The Internet-search-engine-giant's CEO stated, "I don't believe society understands what happens when everything is available, knowable, and recorded by everyone all the time." Because records are kept of all of your
internet activity including internet searches, websites visited, and social networking posts, the indiscretions
within the cyber world will scar your reputation and follow you throughout life. It is well known that many employers today will check social networking sites (such as twitter, Facebook, and MySpace) to evaluate the character of a prospect before serious consideration for hire. Google's CEO stated that the only way to "escape"
such a wounded reputation in the future will be to legally change your name!
Rather than trying to do “reputation damage control” after the fact, it would be far better to guard your
reputation from being ruined in the first place. Scripture teaches us the importance of having a good reputation.
The writer of Proverbs gives the true life-principle, "A good name is to be chosen rather than great riches, and
favor is better than silver or gold” (Proverbs 22:1).
The Preacher of the book of Ecclesiastes seconds this advice, "A good name is better than precious ointment" (Ecclesiastes 7:1). As Christians we must care about our reputations. We should put a high priority upon
the value of our reputations.
We all make mistakes in the days of our youthfulness that we regret. David prayed to God, "Remember not
the sins of my youth or my transgressions…" (Psalm 25:7). However, there is no excuse for "sowing wild oats"
because we are young. God does not excuse the indiscretions of youth.
Accountable young people must realize there are consequences to their choices--even choices made on-line.
The young man Joseph is elevated in Scripture as a young man who continued to seek God when in a foreign
land (Genesis 39:9).
Likewise the young men Daniel, Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego realized that they were accountable to
God even when not around their parents (Daniel 1:8).
Actions have consequences. We reap what we sow (Galatians 6:7). We are to "sow for yourselves righteousness" (Hosea 10:12). If you sow to the wind, you can expect to reap a whirlwind (Hosea 8:7). May we all, both
young and old, realize the importance of our reputations.
- Jonathan B. Jones II; via The Encourager

A Cold Hard Look In The Mirror
One of the most difficult things in life is to see ourselves for who we really are. Someone has said, "If we could see
ourselves as others see us we would probably deny it." This has been a challenge for religious people throughout time.
Jesus was regularly in conflict with the Scribes and the Pharisees, and He called them "hypocrites." In Luke 18, Jesus
told about a Pharisee and a Publican who prayed. One big difference between the two is the Publican was able to see
himself for who he really was, while the Pharisee was in the same spiritual drought if not worse, yet he thought highly
of himself and looked on the Publican with disgust. It's very difficult to see ourselves, know our own strengths and
weaknesses, when we are constantly eyeing others. Thus Jesus talked about a hypocrite with a beam in his eye while
trying to judge a brother who had only a speck in his eye. I'm reminded of the following poem.
"The Insult"
A lady with one of her ears applied
To an open key hole heard inside
Two female gossips in converse free
The subject enraging them was she.
"I think," said one, "and my husband thinks,
That she's a prying, spying, eavesdropping minx!"
As soon as no more of it she could bear,
The lady, indignant, removed her ear.
"I will not stay," she said with a pout,
"To hear my character lied about!"
I want to be able to look in the mirror and see self for who I really am. I need to know my weaknesses so that I can do
better. I need to be aware of my own faults lest I too become a hypocrite. The apostle Paul, who by the way was constantly aware of his own shortcomings, said to the brethren at Corinth, "Examine yourselves, whether ye be in the faith;
prove your own selves. Know ye not our own selves, how that Jesus Christ is in you, except ye be reprobates?" (II Cor.
13:5).
~ Tim Woodard ~

For daily devotional & updates call NEWSLINE @ 534-0016
PRAYER LIST
Sandra Davis, daughter of Betty Boren is
scheduled to have surgery to remove a brain
tumor Jan. 24th, at the Tupelo Hospital.
Scottie Davis, father of Emily Gann is at home doing
well following gallbladder surgery this past week.
J.D. Stroud is at home after staying several days in a
Columbus MS hospital for pneumonia and possible
blood clot in his lung.
Billy Joe and Benita Garner are both sick with
Bronchitis.
* Several members and their families were out this
past Sunday due to sickness.
Continue to Remember:
William Bailey, Joel Baxley, Jimmy Burleson, Larry
Cobb, David Crossings, Julie Katherine Davis, Preeble
Foster, Ray Franks, Violette Glass, Phillip Haynes, Shane
Hutton, Johnny Lee, Sam Warrington, Bobby White, Betty
Young, Tommy Young.
Shut-Ins:
Teresa Clark, Maurine Drummond, Linda Griggs, Billy
Joe Garner, Terry Young
Nursing Home/Assisted Living:
Grace Anderson, Wanda DeLoach, Jean Drummond,
Mattie Golden, Laura Mae Harris, Cornelia Kennedy,
Wadie Lepard, Ernestine McKinney, Mary Frances Reid,
Price & Claudia Senter, Ione Wall
Military List:
Derek Bradley, Tevin Bradley & Chase Seals
Expectant Mothers:
Sallye Bowlin (boy) April

HAPPY BIRTHDAY
January 17. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Amy Jennings
January 18. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Jean Drummond
January 21. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Bobby White
January 21. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Audrey Anna Young
January 23. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Shane Crotts
January 29. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Alice Ashmore

THANK YOU
Dear Church Family,
Thank You for all the cards, calls, texts and kind
words following the death of my step-dad, Jimmie
Dye. Please continue to pray for my mother as she
goes forward during the difficult days ahead.
In Christina Love, Amy Jennings

IT’S A BOY!
Congratulations to Martin and Erica
Crotts on the birth of their son, Jake
Robert Crotts, born Monday, January
15th. He weighed 7lbs 13oz and was 20.5 inches
long. He is being welcomed by big sister Mary
Martin, big brother Dex, as well as grandparents
Paul and Maria Ormon, Shane and Barbara Crotts
and great-grandmother Mable Erwin.

YOUTH NEWS


AREA EVENTS




The West Main Church of Christ will host a
Men’s Leadership Seminar January 27-28, with
Aubrey Johnson as the guest speaker. Check the
bulletin board for more details.
Hwy 178 Church of Christ will host a Men’s Day
Program Sat. Jan. 20th . Please check the bulletin
board for details.

I’ve Learned...
Ability without ambition is like a car without a
motor.



The Senior Bible Bowl will meet
Sun., Jan. 21st, at the Hillcrest congregation in Baldwyn.
This month’s Youth Devo will be held January
28th, following evening services. Richard and
Kathy Jennings will be hosting.

REMINDER: Due to safety reasons the building
will be locked at the beginning of services. Please
make every effort to be on time! You can be let in
at the front entrance only, after services begin.

CONGREGATIONAL THEME:
Working as God’s team in 2018!

Visit our website @ http://www.nacoc.us
Email: nacoc15s@gmail.com

SCHEDULE OF SERVICES
Sunday School...................9:30
Morning Worship............10:30
Evening Worship...............6:00
Wednesday Bible Study....7:00

MINISTER
Mike King ................ 507-0625
Home ....................... 534-6872
Office ....................... 534-4649
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ELDERS
Richard Jennings ......316-1305
Troy Robertson ........316-3163
Phil Young.................316-2059

DEACONS
Greg Clayton ............ 252-9762
Roger Clayton .......... 538-8195
Shane Crotts..............316-6364
Jason Jennings...........801-3260
Randy Wall ............. 316-9255

TO SERVE
Scripture................Dean Dillard
A.M. Prayer........Roger Clayton
Closing Prayer..........Olen Clark
P.M. Prayer.......Troy Robertson
Closing ..............Caleb Jennings
Wed. 1/24............Greg Harrison
Wed.1/24.................Paul Ormon
Lock 1/21..........Troy Robertson
Usher 1/21...............Randy Wall

OUR RECORD
Sunday School.......................83
Sunday A.M.........................104
Sunday P.M............................62
Wednesday.............................84
Contribution...............$3,331.00
Budget........................$4,385.16
PANTRY ITEMS
Beef Stew

A “Can Do” Attitude
“I can do all things through Christ who strengthens me” (Phil.
4:13). Allow me to create what I call a “step study.” A “step study” may
seem a bit tedious but it can greatly help in the application of a passage.
“I” - Because of the first person pronoun “I,” the reader automatically
becomes a part of the verse.
“I Can” - Saying “I can” leaves out any “I think,” “I might,” “I could,”
or “I should.”
“I Can Do” - When we say, “I can do,” what we mean to suggest is that
we can put our lives into action with confidence. I’s not just a passing
thought.
“I Can Do All Things” - Everything within righteous reason is possible
with the right attitude.
“I Can Do All Things Through” - There is a powerful source through
which we can accomplish much. It is not beside of, over, or under - it is
through.
“I Can Do All Things Through Christ” - Christ is the central force
through whom all righteous things can be accomplished.
“I Can Do All Things Through Christ Who Strengthens” - It is
Christ, who, as our Savior, Redeemer, Mediator, High Priest, and King,
provides insurmountable strength to those who love Him.
“I Can Do All Things Through Christ Who Strengthens Me” - Last
but not least, the reader is not only encouraged by the strength that Christ
provides, but by the strength He provides on an individual basis.
- Jason Hart (adapted); via the weekly bulletin of the Harrisburg church of
Christ in Harrisburg, IL.

