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The Forgetfulness of God
Mike King

It must be the nature of man to forget and that he must be reminded often. Forgetting does
not always come as a result of some form of dementia but apparently there are other causes
that interfere with our remembrance. We are often too busy and have so many things on our
mind that we do not recall everything we desire to remember. Sometimes distractions cause
us to not receive information with undivided attention. Is it possible that sometimes we try to
forget hoping that some event or information will go away? Whatever the reason for our forgetfulness, it remains a frustrating reality.
God, knowing this tendency of man has given numerous reminders in the Bible to not forget.
The Hebrew writer, through inspiration, has given some reminders to not forget to entertain
strangers (Heb. 13:2) and to do good and to share (Heb. 13:16). James cautioned us to look
into the perfect law of liberty...and not be a forgetful hearer (Jas. 1:24, 25). Peter admonished
his readers to “forget not this one thing” which was how God reckons time, making no distinction between the length of a thousand years and one day (2 Pet. 3:8). Jesus told His followers that if they would persecute Him, they would also persecute His follower (Jn. 25:20).
Paul thought it important to stir up Timothy’s mind to remember that Jesus Christ was raised
from the dead (2 Tim. 2:8). It seemed really important to God that His Son be remembered
and the Lord’s Supper was introduced by God to assist man with His remembering the most
important occurrence that has happened in the history of mankind. But man, with his preoccupations and frailty of human recall needed to be reminded each Lord’s Day that Jesus died
for us (Lk. 22:19; I Cor. 11:24; 25).
If all of this remembrance and caution about forgetting is being stressed by God, why would
God be plagued with a problem of forgetfulness? We should be glad that God sometimes exercises forgetfulness in regards to our sins. We get a feel for the mind of God when reading
some excerpts from the book of Hebrews. God said, “For I will be merciful to their unrighteousness, and their sins and their lawless deeds I will remember no more” (Heb. 8:12). Then
He adds, “Their sins and their lawless deeds I will remember no more” (Heb. 10:17). “He
will cast all our sins into the depths of the sea” (Micah 7:19). This is one time that it is in our
best interest for God to have a short memory.

Ten Rules To Promote Harmony
Among Church Members

Tenderheartedness
“The prudence of the best heads is often defeated by
the tenderness of the best hearts” (Henry Fielding).
Among the virtues valued in our age, tenderheartedness is one of the most undervalued.
In the minds of many, toughness is
the key to success in the real world,
and tenderness is seen more as a
weakness than a strength. The truth
is, however, tenderness can solve a
much wider range of problems than
its opposite. In the history of our
world, the people who have exerted the greatest real
power– power to build, rather than destroy — have always been people with tender hearts, hearts full of
grace and kindness.
The word “tenderheartedness” can mean two different
things, both of which are valuable. In modern usage,
tenderheartedness often means compassion. It denotes
that one is easily moved by another’s distress. In this
sense, the person with a tender heart is one who can be
touched by someone else’s suffering and is willing to
respond with mercy. Surely, this is a prime virtue to
include in our character.
But tenderheartedness can mean something else: it
can mean that a person has a tender conscience. Unlike
the individual who has allowed his conscience to become hard and insensitive, the tenderhearted person has
a conscience that still works. When it is pointed out that
he has erred, he is “touched” by the fact. His heart is
still tender enough to feel genuine, healthy remorse for
his failings. And like other kinds of tenderness, this tenderness of conscience is a potent force, a strength with
impressive capabilities. It allows the person who possesses it to do something that the tough are rarely able
to do: take steps to honest growth and personal improvement.
There are few gifts we can give to others that are
more beneficial than tenderheartedness. Whether it is
tenderness of compassion or tenderness of conscience,
this is a quality that can do powerful, life-changing
good. It can move mountains - mountains at which the
“strong” can only curse. And one of the most remarkable things about it is that, while life lasts, it is never
out of our reach. Even the hardest heart can become
more tender if it’s willing to make that choice.
“When death, the great reconciler, has come, it is
never our tenderness that we regret, but our severity” (George Eliot).
~ Gary Henry - WordPoints.com ~

1. Remember that we are all subject to failings
of one kind or another.
2. Bear with (not magnify) each other’s infirmities. (Gal. 6:1-2)
3. Pray for one another in our meetings, and
particularly in private. (James 5:26)
4. Avoid going from house to house for the
purpose of bearing news and interfering with
other people’s business.
5. Always turn-a-deaf-ear to any slanderous
report and lay no charge against any person
until well founded.
6. If a member is at fault, tell them of it in private, before it is mentioned to others.
7. Be careful of avoiding someone because of
some action that has the appearance of opposition or resentment.
8. If a member has offended, consider how
Godlike it is to forgive, and how unlike a
Christian it is to seek revenge.
9. Remember that it is a giant artifice of the
devil to promote animosities among members of the church. So we should therefore
try hard not to let him succeed.
10. Consider how much more good we can do in
the world and in the church in particular,
when we are all united in love.
~ author unknown ~

In Your Home Congregation
Who is nurturing the ones who “don’t fit”,
those with no one in their age group, their
marital situation, their race or their social
background?
 Who is nurturing the weak person who
keeps falling back into old habits of sin?
 Who is nurturing the “unlovable” whose
genes, upbringing, and/or bad decisions
have scarred their lives?
All souls are precious to God, not only the ones
we deem “beautiful.” The compassion of Christ
requires us to reach out to those who need Him
most.


For daily devotional & updates call NEWSLINE @ 534-0016
PRAYER LIST
Sandra Davis, daughter of Betty Boren is
scheduled to have surgery to remove a brain
tumor Jan. 24th, at the Tupelo Hospital.
Brian Carpenter will have carpel tunnel surgery on
both his hands Feb. 7th.
Bobby Marques has been diagnosed with a very
severe thyroid problem which has been causing him
weakness as well as other problems. He is being
placed on medication that hopefully, in time, will
help him.
Jeff Atkins, co-worker of Steve Todd suffered a heart
attack this past week while in Ohio. He is now back
home.
Terry Young was taken to Sanctuary Hospice House
in Tupelo for respite care for the week.
Ione Wall, has been placed on medication for the flu.
Bob Musgrove, brother-in-law of Kathy Butler
(neighbor of Steve & Lana Todd), is not doing well
and has been taken off the ventilator.
Sympathy: Our sympathy goes to the family &
friends of Dawn Hearn, of the West Union
community, who passed away Sat. Jan. 20th.
Continue to Remember:
William Bailey, Joel Baxley, Jimmy Burleson, Larry Cobb,
David Crossings, Julie Katherine Davis, Preeble Foster, Ray
Franks, Billy Joe & Benita Garner, Violette Glass, Phillip
Haynes, Shane Hutton, Johnny Lee, J.D. Stroud, Sam
Warrington, Bobby White, Betty Young, Tommy Young.
Shut-Ins:
Teresa Clark, Maurine Drummond, Linda Griggs, Billy Joe
Garner, Terry Young
Nursing Home/Assisted Living:
Grace Anderson, Jean Drummond, Mattie Golden, Laura
Mae Harris, Cornelia Kennedy, Wadie Lepard, Ernestine
McKinney, Mary Frances Reid, Price & Claudia Senter, Ione
Wall
Military List:
Derek Bradley, Tevin Bradley & Chase Seals
Expectant Mothers:
Sallye Bowlin (boy) April

I’ve Learned...
If everyone swept in front of his house, the
whole town would be clean.

HAPPY BIRTHDAY
January 23. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Shane Crotts
January 29. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Alice Ashmore
February 02. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Stephanie Simmons

RESPONSE
Dillon Clayton responded to the invitation Sunday,
Jan. 21st, asking for forgiveness and prayers on his
behalf. Please continue to encourage and pray for
Dillon as he requested.

CHURCH HAPPENINGS









Care group 3 will meet Sat. Jan. 27th at 5:30pm
at the home of Roger & Kathy Clayton. Please
check with them to see what you need to bring.
Care Group 2 will meet at the fellowship building Sun. Jan. 28th, following morning services.
If you have any questions see Shane Crotts.
This month’s Youth Devo will be held January
28th, following evening services. The boys are
asked to bring chips and the girls desserts. Richard and Kathy Jennings will be hosting.
There will be a deacon’s meeting at 5:00 Sun.
Jan. 28th, in the annex building.
Tues. night Jan. 30th, all elders, deacons and
minister are asked to meet at the building for
their monthly visitation meeting at 6:30.

AREA EVENTS


The West Main Church of Christ will host a
Men’s Leadership Seminar January 27-28, with
Aubrey Johnson as the guest speaker. Check the
bulletin board for more details.

CONGRATULATIONS
Congratulations to Anderson Parks for being chosen Cadet of the semester, at Mississippi State University, this past semester.

CONGREGATIONAL THEME:
Working as God’s team in 2018!

Visit our website @ http://www.nacoc.us
Email: nacoc15s@gmail.com

SCHEDULE OF SERVICES
Sunday School...................9:30
Morning Worship............10:30
Evening Worship...............6:00
Wednesday Bible Study....7:00

MINISTER
Mike King ................ 507-0625
Home ....................... 534-6872
Office ....................... 534-4649
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ELDERS
Richard Jennings ......316-1305
Troy Robertson ........316-3163
Phil Young.................316-2059

DEACONS
Greg Clayton ............ 252-9762
Roger Clayton .......... 538-8195
Shane Crotts..............316-6364
Jason Jennings...........801-3260
Randy Wall ............. 316-9255

TO SERVE
Scripture..................Perry Jones
A.M. Prayer..Terry Stubblefield
Closing Prayer......Martin Crotts
P.M. Prayer.............Randy Wall
Closing ............Hunter Jennings
Wed. 1/31...........Jason Jennings
Wed.1/31...............Thomas Wall
Lock 1/28..............Greg Clayton
Usher 1/28.............Greg Clayton

OUR RECORD
Sunday School.......................99
Sunday A.M.........................121
Sunday P.M...........................79
Wednesday...........................NA
Contribution...............$3,825.00
Budget........................$4,385.16
PANTRY ITEMS
Biscuit Mix

Are We Spectators?
A spectator is “one who looks on or watches” (Webster’s 1132). We are
all spectators in some ways as we enjoy watching sporting events or fashion shows. But one place where we are not to be mere onlookers is in our
Christianity. Elijah, facing Jews who were nothing more than religious
spectators, said, “How long halt ye between two opinions? If the Lord be
God, follow him, but if Baal, then follow him. And the people answered him
not a word” (I Kings 18:21).
Are We Spectators in Worship? Worship, as a part of speech, is usually
a verb and each requires mental energy. Jesus commanded His followers to
worship “in spirit and truth” (Jn. 4:24). When songs are led, do we listen
or sing? When the lesson is preached, do we study or daydream? When the
plate is passed, do we participate or “observe the passover?” For worship to
be worthy of God’s good pleasure, it demands our best (Mal. 1:13).
Are We Spectators in Service? Each Christian is to be active in serving
others (Gal. 5:13). When the sick and bereaved are announced, do we pray
for them, send cards, offer encouraging words and/or make visits? These
things show our love to the world.
Are We Spectators in Soul Winning? Is teaching the lost something
“they” do rather than something in which “I” am engaged? The command
to “teach all nations” was not given to preachers and elders but all men
(Mt. 28:18).
“There is much to do, there is work on every hand. Hark the cry for help
comes ringing through the land. Jesus calls for workers, I must active be.
What wilt thou O Master, here and I send me.”
~ Allen Webster, The Beacon, Lafollette, TN ~

