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Identifying the Core
Members

The CORE is the
Life of the Apple

Mike King
Most congregations experience gain and loss in membership. Some move to other towns at a distance due
to work, some unhappy with the elders or preacher, or at odds with other members. Some are looking to
“have their needs met”, which needs are yet to be identified. Members are lost due to death or are prevented
from attendance, service and involvement due to decline in health and confined to home or some form of care
facility. These losses are offset by new members moving to town or looking for something that is not being
met by another congregation.
These changes and fluctuations sometimes create despondency and a sense of having unsettlement within
the congregation. The migrations of which we speak are typical and do not serve as the end of a congregation’s effectiveness or strength. It is my experience that there is a core membership that provide the stability
and consistency of a congregation. There are those within a congregation who are more like spectators that
provide very little stability. Others are more like critics and evaluators of what the congregation is doing as a
whole. They seem to have the answers and solutions to the congregation’s needs but seldom put forth any
effort or positive contribution to the betterment of the congregation. There is usually an element that has
membership at large and do not identify with the local church or place themselves under the leadership of the
congregation. These folks refuse to make themselves answerable to anyone or to have their behavior or spiritual growth and development monitored by the congregation or its leadership. These members are usually
nominally engaged with the congregation, come in late and leave early and seldom attend any fellowship activities that would involve them personally with the membership. Obviously the above mentioned folks are
not in a position to serve as the heart of the congregation or its work and worship.
This group of core members to which I have alluded is the steadfast ones. They are always quizzing how
they can do more and assume personal responsibility for making sure that the spirit and enthusiasm of the
congregation is healthy and motivated. When studying the church of the Lord, shortly after its establishment,
we find that they were “steadfast” (Acts 2:42-47). Some were very committed to Christ and the expansion of
the Lord’s church. They made sure they were present because they realized the spirited and encouraging
worship was determined by those who came together to praise, share and build up the Lord’s church. They
have a sense belonging and helping. The church needed their presence for greater and encouraging numbers,
needed their voice to make the singing more inspirational. They want to make sure their contribution gets to
the plate every Lord’s day to insure that the congregation is financially healthy and God is honored. The core
members are reliable and make good things happen for they want the church to be strong and they never wait
for someone else to get it done, they do it! Members need to “be in the middle of what is happening!”
Could you be thought of as a “core member” and working to insure the healthiness of the local congregation? Jesus had His apostles, Mary, Martha and Lazarus. Paul had his Timothy, Titus, Silas, Priscilla and
Aquila, the early church had its members who participated “daily.” The local church needs to have core participants who insure the ongoing healthiness of its endeavors. What do you need to change to be one of the
core members? The congregation needs more reliable, dependable, present, prayerful members to formulate
its heart. You need to be that to the body. Each is vital and loved by God, but the core is the life of the apple.

The Church Ain't Doing Nothing
How often have we heard that statement from a brother in Christ? And it is to be admitted that we often fail in fulfilling the many obligations that God has given us. But there are some pertinent observations that need to be made relative to this broad statement.
First of all, we could say that the brother who makes such an accusation has taken to himself some of
the attributes that are considered belonging only to God. In Psalms 139 we learn that God is omnipresent
and omniscient. Thus, for a brother to be absolutely correct in saying that "The church ain't doing nothing" (a double negative which means that the church is doing something) he would have to have all the
knowledge of what all the brethren may or may not be doing. Otherwise, where he could not be and what
he could not know, some brethren could be doing some work for the Lord.
It is completely impossible for a mortal man to have a complete knowledge of every good deed done
by Christians. One may not know of a marriage saved because an elder or a preacher counseled with a
husband and wife in private. A letter of encouragement written to a friend. A family providing transportation to worship for an elderly person. A sister caring for a loved one who is an invalid. Members visiting those who are shut ins and/or sick. A young person carrying a gift to an aged Christian. Another
young person reading the Bible for one whose eye sight is dimmed. A concerned Christian providing
food for someone's parents who are destitute, needy, and poor. A member of the church contributing
money for the care of orphans. A mother teaching her daughter to become a good homemaker. A Christian encouraging a brother who has become weak in the faith. A father instructing his son in the way of
the Lord. Parents providing opportunities for a Christian education for their children in the home and in
Bible class. Teenagers standing firm on their convictions not to engage in acts of worldliness. Prayers to
God both private and public for the spiritual welfare of loved ones, friends, and brethren. Meditation on
the grace of God and His Word. Faithful attendance by brethren to the various periods of Bible study
and worship. The teaching of the Bible to seekers of truth in the privacy of their homes, and countless
other acts of love and loyalty performed by faithful brothers and sisters in Christ.
Second, the brother who says that the church is not doing anything may, in fact, be projecting his own
lack of involvement in the local congregation. William Thackery, an English novelist, wrote, "The world
is a looking glass and gives back to every man the reflection of his own." But more importantly than
what this uninspired man wrote, an inspired man named James wrote in James 1:23 about the "man beholding his natural face in a glass [mirror]." This is so often true with the critic who beholds the church
as being complacent and inactive. The truth of the matter is that the brother who is complaining seldom
responds to the various work programs and periods of fellowship. On the other hand, inquire of the
brother and or sister who participates in the suggested areas of service and you will discover a more
positive attitude. Jesus condemns the rash judgment of the church by such a hypocritical brother
(Matthew 7:1-5).
Third, what the brother usually means when he says, "The church ain't doing nothing" is that the
church collectively, in a highly organized manner is not doing anything. Most of our larger congregations are geared to organized machinery. Organized work programs can be productive and expedient in
the local congregation. However, organization for organizations' sake is worthless. That is not to say
that some amount of organization should not be had in reference to general visitation and personal evangelism. What we must understand is that each Christian is a living stone and a priest in the house or
family of God (I Peter 2:5). This means that a member does not have to be told when and what to do for
the Lord. Furthermore, when individual Christians are faithful and active, so is the church collectively.
The Christian life is practical in every respect and consists of living and doing for others ( Matthew
25:31-46). Since the Christian is not to shine his light, but rather radiate a glow by one's life of service
many deeds will go unheeded by the majority of people ( Matthew 5:13-16). Jesus also taught that when a
disciple does a charitable deed in secret that God will bless him or her ( Matthew 6:4). The writer of the
book of Hebrews informs us that "God is not unrighteous to forget your work and labour of love, which
ye have shewed toward his name, in that ye have ministered to the saints, and do minister " (Hebrews
6:10).
Fourth, we need to cease from comparing one congregation with another congregation. It is common
to assume that one local church is very active when visited one time. A visitor to the congregation where
you attend may be highly impressed with the activities taking place that particular time. It is often the
case that a congregation located near a college campus or in a metropolis have more people to draw from
and more opportunities for service. On the other hand, there are small rural congregations that do more,
percentage wise, than larger congregations in mission work. One congregation should not be condemned
because of another congregation's achievement. Each congregation has a distinct personality of its own
and varied opportunities to serve ( Galatians 6:10). Zeal is contagious. When we work it inspires others
to do the same. When we are busy we will have the feeling that the church is active. ~ by Raymond Elliott

For daily devotional & updates call NEWSLINE @ 534-0016
PRAYER LIST
Julie Katherine Davis, (toddler who has been on
our prayer list for some time) received a good report
from recent scans of her kidneys. She is to have her
port removed and will return to St. Jude in 3 months.
Kurt Clayton, has been diagnosed with degenerative disc
disease and dealing with a lot of pain.
Sandra Davis, daughter of Betty Boren was placed back in
ICU due to a blood clot in her lung.
Betty Boren has been placed on a heart monitor for a few
weeks and is scheduled to have a MRI Tues. Feb. 6th .
Nancy Petrowski, has been diagnosed with staff in her
foot. She is doing some better.
Larry Cobb will have eye surgery Feb. 13th, in Memphis.
Mason Simmons received a good report concerning the
blood clots in his leg. He can discontinue his daily shots!
Bobby White is not feeling well and dealing with an
urinary tract infection.
Brian Carpenter will have carpel tunnel surgery on both
his hands Wed. Feb. 7th at the local hospital.
Bill Almon, brother-in-law to Mike and Sheila King’s
daughter, Tina Simpson had heart value replacement
surgery Friday, in Tupelo. His surgery went well.
Sympathy: We express our sympathy to Janice Cobb
and Harold Russell in the death of their brother-in-law
Roland Stinson, who passed away Feb.1st. Funeral
service were held Tues. Feb. 6th, in Mountain Home, AR.
Continue to Remember: William Bailey, Willie Ann
Bryant, Jimmy Burleson, David Crossings, Preeble Foster,
Ray Franks, Violette Glass, Phillip Haynes, Shane Hutton,
Johnny Lee, Bobby Marques, J.D. Stroud, Sam Warrington,
Bobby White, Tommy Young.
Shut-Ins: Teresa Clark, Maurine Drummond, Linda
Griggs, Billy Joe Garner, Terry & Betty Young
Nursing Home/Assisted Living:
Grace Anderson, Jean Drummond, Mattie Golden, Laura
Mae Harris, Cornelia Kennedy, Wadie Lepard, Ernestine
McKinney, Mary Frances Reid, Price & Claudia Senter,
Ione Wall
Military List: Derek Bradley, Tevin Bradley & Chase
Seals
Expectant Mothers: Sallye Bowlin (boy) April

HAPPY BIRTHDAY
February 10. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Carson Bowlin
February 15. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Greg Clayton
HAPPY ANNIVERSARY
February 12. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Mike & Sheila King

FRIENDS & FAMILY DAY!
The date for this year’s Friends and Family Day has
been set for March 4th. Please mark this
date on your calendar and make plans to
be present and bring someone with you.
Together we will enjoy a great day of
worship and fellowship. There will be a noon meal
and the afternoon service will begin at 1:15.

FEBRUARY HAPPENINGS







Lads to Leaders participants to meet each Sunday evening at 5:00 for practice.
Care group 1 will meet Sunday, Feb. 11th, at
the home of Will & Sallye Bowlin following
morning services.
Area Wide Youth Devo will be held at the Hwy
15 Pontotoc Church of Christ Feb. 11th ,at 6:30.
Junior Bible Bowl will be held Sun. Feb. 18th,
at the Mayfield Church of Christ, at 2:00pm.
February’s Youth Devo will be held Sun. night
Feb. 25th, with Will and Sallye Bowlin hosting.

One Phone Call Can.....









Show your concern
Learn of a need
Encourage the down hearted
Lift the depressed
Strengthen the weak
Cheer the sad
Comfort the lonely
Promote a good work

I’ve Learned...
The most wonderful places to be in the
world are: In someone’s thoughts,
someone's prayers, and someone’s heart.

CONGREGATIONAL THEME:
Working as God’s team in 2018!

Visit our website @ http://www.nacoc.us
Email: nacoc15s@gmail.com

SCHEDULE OF SERVICES
Sunday School...................9:30
Morning Worship............10:30
Evening Worship...............6:00
Wednesday Bible Study....7:00

MINISTER
Mike King ................ 507-0625
Home ....................... 534-6872
Office ....................... 534-4649
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ELDERS
Richard Jennings ......316-1305
Troy Robertson ........316-3163
Phil Young.................316-2059

DEACONS
Greg Clayton ............ 252-9762
Roger Clayton .......... 538-8195
Shane Crotts..............316-6364
Jason Jennings...........801-3260
Randy Wall ............. 316-9255

TO SERVE
Scripture.............Michael Crotts
A.M. Prayer.............Steve Todd
Closing Prayer........Randy Wall
P.M. Prayer..............Phil Young
Closing ..................Shane Crotts
Wed. 2/14...........Jason Jennings
Wed.2/14..............Greg Clayton
Lock 2/11...........Mark Jennings
Usher 2/11.............Shane Crotts

OUR RECORD
Sunday School.......................88
Sunday A.M.........................106
Sunday P.M............................81
Wednesday.............................53
Contribution...............$3,603.00
Budget........................$4,385.16

Bible Characters
1. I am the prophetess who told Barak to defeat Sisera and Jabin's
army? Who am I? ________________
2. I was the son of Gera, a Benjamite, who was lefthanded?
Who am I?______________________
3. I was a Levite doorkeeper in the time of David. Who am I?______
4. I was a son of Abinadab who sheltered the ark. Who am I?
__________________
5. I was the leader of 24,000 mighty warriors of David. Who am I?
________
6. I rebuilt Jericho in the reign of Ahab. Who am I?___________
7. I was a Korhite Levite porter of the house of God. Who am I?
___________
8. I was the son of Elimelech by Naomi and first husband of Ruth.
Who am I ? ________________
9. I am Joshua's original name. What is my name?____________
10. I was Solomon's original name. What is my name? ____________
11. I was Zedekiah's original name. What is my name?____________
12. I was the king of Moab who was a very fat man. Who am I?
_______________

PANTRY ITEMS
Seasonings

SCRIPTURES: Judges 4:10-16; Judges 3:15; Nehemiah 12:8,9; I Chron.
13:7-9; I Chron. 27:1,2; I Kings 16:34; I Chron. 9:21; Ruth 1:2-10;
Numbers 13:16; 2 Sam. 12:24,25; 2 Kings 24:17; Judges 3:17

