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Gifts the Blind Men Gave
Us
Mike King

As Jesus was moving from one village to the next while conducting His Galileean ministry, “two blind men followed Him, crying out and saying, ‘Son of David, have mercy on us!’” (Matt. 9:27). There were many others who
followed Jesus that were in worse condition than these two men. Satan had blinded the eyes of many so they could
not see (Jn. 12:40). If one lacks the virtues taught by Jesus, he is shortsighted to the point of blindness and has forgotten that he was cleansed from his old sins (2 Pet. 1:5-9). Someone wisely declared, “No one is ever so blind as
he who would not see.”
Found in these two was an agreement in faith for it spoke of “. . . two blind men” (Matt. 9:27). There is
strength in numbers and they were probably an inspiration to each other. Too, they shared a mutual deficiency with
their blindness. It seemed as if they may have been aware of what the Lord taught in close proximity to what was
experienced with these two blind men. The Lord taught that “When two agreed touching anything asked, it will be
done...where two or three are gathered together in my name, I am there in the midst of them” (Matt. 18:19-20).
Amos asked the question, “Can two walk together, except they be agreed?” (Amos 3:3). Apparently, Jesus was impressed by their condition, but also because there were two of them both asking in faith ever so confidently for Him
to heal them. Does it not make sense that we should be clearly heard by the God of heaven as a congregation of
voices begging God for greater spiritual insight to the meaning and significance of His word in our lives?
There was somewhat an incredible risk when they followed, “crying aloud, Son of David, have mercy on
us’” (Matt. 9:27). Their expressed confidence in Jesus was very similar to that expressed by Paul, “I know whom I
have believed and am persuaded that He is able to keep what I have committed to Him until that Day” (2 Tim.
1:12). We can have the assurance of the Lord’s positive response to our prayers when begging for spiritual insight
and understanding. The Hebrew writer promised that God is a “ Rewarder of those who diligently seek Him” (Heb.
11:6b). No doubt they left their comfort-zone, risked rejection, punishment and disappointment.
The blind men gave us an extraordinary example of persistence (Matt. 9:28). “When He entered the house the
blind men came to Him.” The psalmist said to “Commit your way to the Lord, trust also in Him, and He shall bring
it to pass” (Ps. 37:5). This they did and it proved profitable for them. James admonished his readers to “Submit to
God. Resist the devil and he will flee from you. Draw near to God and He will draw near to you” (Jas. 4:7). Their
extreme need and desperation allowed for humility, as was the case with the lepers nearing starvation when Samaria
was besieged by Syria and they appealed to the enemy for assistance (2 Kgs. 7).
Finally, they gave us an example of incredible faith (Matt. 9:28). Jesus asked them directly, “Do you believe
that I am able to do this?” They said to Him, “Yes, Lord.” Then he touched their eyes, saying “According to your
faith let it be to you.” Faith has been pivotal to others: the Ethiopian before permitted to be baptized (Acts 8:35-37);
the Romans who had to believe with their hearts to become righteous (Rom. 10:9) and those who desire to draw near
to God must have a full assurance of faith (Heb. 10:22). One blind man and his parents were asked how he was
made to see and that they knew Jesus was a sinner. His faith had become a reality and he said, “Whether He is a
sinner or not I do not know. One thing I know: that though I was blind, now I see.” (Jn. 9:25). If we can develop the
faith of the two blind men, reality can be ours as well!

Are You Overdoing It”
Have you ever been accused of “over dong it” or “going overboard” when it
comes to working for the Lord? Most of us might reply, “Not often!” Others of us
might think we “overdo” sometimes, but we probably don’t. Still, being an “overachiever” and “go-getter” when it comes to church work, it something for which we
as Christians should be known .
The apostle Paul reminded the church at Corinth that they were to become “over-doers” or “second-milers”
when it came to working for the Lords. He wrote it this way, “Therefore, my beloved brethren, be ye steadfast, unmovable, always abounding in the work of the Lord, forasmuch as ye know that your labor is not in
vain in the Lord.” (I Cor. 15:58).
Did you notice the word “abounding” in that passage? It means “overflowing in abundance, exceeding expectations, doing more than what is required.” Did you also notice what Paul specifically exhorts brethren to
“overflow in abundance” doing? That’s right.... “The work of the Lord.”
When it comes to the Lord’s work, do others find us being timid or even reluctant to be more involved?
Shouldn’t each of us be known as “over achievers,” with a volunteer spirit and willingness to do far more
than what is expected or what might be considered our “duty?”
Of course Paul was writing to twenty year old Christians who have endless amounts of energy to “abound”
with. Right? Wrong! Did you also notice the word “always?” It means “consistently throughout our lives.”
There is no age specification in this passage. Each of us should do more than our share of the work. We are
taught and expected by God to “abound in the work of the Lord over our entire lifetimes.”
How about you? Is your schedule full and overflowing when it comes to the Lord’s work?
~ Ed Thomason, via The Chapman Challenger

EXPERIENCE

A WONDERFUL DAY!

I learned as the years roll onward
and leave the past behind.
that much I have counted sorrow
but proves that the world is kind;
That many a flower I longed for
had a hidden thorn of pain,
and many a rugged by-path
led to fields of ripened grain.
The clouds that cover the sunshine,
they cannot banish the sun,
and the earth shines out the brighter
when the weary rain is done.
We stand in the deepest sorrow
to see the clearest light,
and often from wrong’s own darkness
comes the very strength of right.
So, the heart-from the hardest trial
gains the purest joy of all,
and from the lips that have tasted sadness
the sweetest songs will fall.
For as peace comes after suffering,
and love is reward of pain,
so after the earth comes heaven,
and out of our lost the gain.

A BIG Thank You to all who had a part
in making our Friends and Family Day so
special. We were blessed with so many
visitors, some for the first time and some who were
former members. We enjoyed two great lessons and
the singing was beautiful. To our members, thank
you for inviting and bringing your family and
friends, for helping by bringing such a bounty of
good food, and for helping to set-up and clean-up.
Please make sure to let your guests know how much
we appreciated their coming, worshiping, and fellowshipping with us. We all were blessed by such a
wonderful day!

Maurie G. Clay Huntingdon Church of Christ 2001

Gold Mines Quotes and Sayings





A man may go to heaven without health, without fame, without great learning, without a
great name, without big earnings, without culture, without friends, or without a thousand
other things, but he can never go to heaven
without Christ!
When you bury the hatchet, don't mark the
grave.
The man who tries to do something and fails is
infinitely better than he one who tries to do
nothing and succeeds.
~ Bulletin Gold

For daily devotional & updates call NEWSLINE @ 534-0016
PRAYER LIST
Bobby White is having tests run this week.
Dixie White was to have her pacemaker
replaced Tuesday, in Tupelo.
Sue Marques is suffering with asthma and an upper
respiratory infection.
Katie Grantham friend of Jamie Crow is now at
home recovering from heart value replacement.
Continue to Remember:
William Bailey, David Crossings, Sandra Davis,
Jenice Dunlap, Preeble Foster, Ray Franks, Violette
Glass, Katie Grantham, Phillip Haynes, Donnita
Hines, Shane Hutton, Gloria Jones, Johnny Lee,
Nancy Petrowski, J.D. Stroud, Sam Warrington,
Bobby White, Tommy Young.
Shut-Ins: Teresa Clark, Maurine Drummond, Linda
Griggs, Billy Joe Garner
Nursing Home/Assisted Living:
Grace Anderson, Jean Drummond, Mattie Golden,
Laura Mae Harris, Cornelia Kennedy, Ernestine
McKinney, Mary Frances Reid, Price & Claudia
Senter, Ione Wall, Terry Young
Military List: Derek Bradley, Tevin Bradley &
Chase Seals
Expectant Mothers: Sallye Bowlin (boy) April

MARCH EVENTS









Area Wide at Fulton Church of Christ March 11th.
Elder’s, Deacon’s, Preacher meet Sun. Mar. 11th @ 5.
School - Spring Break week, March 11th-17th.
Sr. Bible Bowl at Antioch March 18th, at 2:00pm.
3rd Sun. night fellowship/ Bowlin Diaper Shower,
March 18th.
Church Fish Fry March 24th, 4:00-6:00pm.
Youth Devo Sun. night March 24th, hosted by Roger
& Kathy Clayton.
Lads to Leaders Convention in Memphis March 30th–
April 1st.

I’ve Learned...
Some people have nothing to say, but you
have to listen a long time to find that out.

HAPPY BIRTHDAY
March 10. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Richard Jennings
March 15. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Masey Kate Adams
March 17. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Patricia Crow
March 17. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Laura Mae Harris

HAPPY ANNIVERSARY
March 17. . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Mark & Alyce Jennings

TIME CHANGE!
This week-end Day-Light Saving Time begins. Remember to set your clocks ahead
one hour before going to bed Saturday night.
See you for Sunday School at 9:30am!

AREA WIDE
This month’s Area Wide Youth Meeting will be held at the Fulton Church of
Christ Sunday, March 11th. The van
will need to leave by 5:30pm.

DIAPER SHOWER
A ‘Diaper Shower’ for Will & Sallye
Bowlin will be held Sun. night March
18th, at our 3rd Sunday night fellowship. Will, Sallye and little Carson are
expecting baby boy Hayden in April. Please help us
shower them with diapers, wipes, and baby essentials.

FISH FRY!
A Fish Fry has been scheduled for Sat. March 24th,
from 4:00-6:00pm. The fish is being
provided by Harold Russell, Bobby
White and Joe Tate. If you would
like to help offset the cost of slaw,
French fries, and oil you may give your donation to
one of the deacons. If you would like to bring desserts it would be appreciated.

CONGREGATIONAL THEME:
Working as God’s team in 2018!

Visit our website @ http://www.nacoc.us
Email: nacoc15s@gmail.com
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SCHEDULE OF SERVICES
Sunday School...................9:30
Morning Worship............10:30
Evening Worship...............6:00
Wednesday Bible Study....7:00

MINISTER
Mike King ................ 507-0625
Home ....................... 534-6872
Office ....................... 534-4649
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ELDERS
Richard Jennings ......316-1305
Troy Robertson ........316-3163
Phil Young.................316-2059

DEACONS
Greg Clayton ............ 252-9762
Roger Clayton .......... 538-8195
Shane Crotts..............316-6364
Jason Jennings...........801-3260
Randy Wall ............. 316-9255

TO SERVE
Scripture...................Olen Clark
A.M. Prayer............Randy Wall
Closing Prayer...T. Stubblefield
P.M. Prayer..................Tim Dye
Closing .................Kurt Clayton
Wed. 3/14.........Kevin Simmons
Wed. 3/14...........Ronnie Griggs
Lock 3/11............Roger Clayton
Usher 3/11..........Roger Clayton

OUR RECORD
Sunday School.....................144
Sunday A.M.........................240
Sunday P.M..........................113
Wednesday.............................72
Contribution...............$4,092.42
Budget........................$4,385.16
PANTRY ITEMS
Crackers

Why Are You Here?
Henry Ward Beecher was a renowned 19th century preacher. He
actually achieved “celebrity status” in his day. People would flock to
hear him preach when he came to their community. On one occasion
in Brooklyn, NY, many curiosity seekers arrived at Plymouth Church
to hear the famous Henry Ward Beecher speak. However, to their dismay, Thomas Beecher, Henry’s brother , rose to deliver the message
that day instead. When people came to the realization that the renowned Beecher would not be speaking, they arose from their seats
and headed for the doors.
Unmoved by what was happening, Thomas Beecher quickly
brought things into perspective when he said, “Those of you who
came here today to worship Henry Ward Beecher are excused at this
time, However, those of you who came to worship God, please remain seated.” Nothing more needed to be said.
Sometimes I think we may need to be reminded that when we assemble on the Lord’s day, it’s not to be entertained, impressed, or
“wowed” by the speaker, but to worship God. When our mindset
views the preacher as the participant, and ourselves as his audience,
we’ve lost focus. Actually, we are all the participants, and God is the
audience. Instead of judging the preacher’s eloquence, critiquing the
song leader’s selection and tempo, and timing the length of the closing prayer, it might be more helpful to consider how God is judging
our performance. Give it some thought.
~ Steve Higginbotham, MercEmail, 10/13

