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 If you are like me, you regularly have to examine the various aspects of your spiritual journey to make 

sure that you are on task.  Prayer-life is one of those areas.  It is so easy to become sloppy and indifferent in your 

praying.  There are so many things vying for our attention that it is easy for prayer to be virtually eliminated.  Let 

me share with you some elements of praying that may need to be re-examined. 

 Failure in prayer may sometimes be as simple as a failure to ask.  James declared that “You do not have 

because you do not ask” (Jas. 4:2).  The Lord promised that we would receive only if we asked (Matt. 7:7-8).  Un-

claimed promises are like uncashed check.  The wisdom that we need for daily living is to be received by asking 

God for His direction (Jas. 1:5).  The Lord used an illustration to show how sensitive God is to our needs by ask-

ing, “If a son asked for bread, will his father give him a stone” (Matt. 7:9).  God hears us and responds sensitively 

to us. 

 Sometimes we are troubled by having the wrong motivation.  James warned that we are asking amiss when 

asking for something that we are going to use upon our lust.  Selfishness causes us to ask for things for lustful con-

sumption.  It was not uncommon among the tax collectors and Pharisees of Jesus’ time to display self-righteous 

attitudes that became more of a turn-off to God rather than a sincere legitimate appeal from one of His struggling 

servants. 

 It is important that we learn persistence when praying.  Two men who were working together one day 

were discussing prayer.  One asked the other, “Why pray every day,” the other said, “I’ll quit praying when God 

quits blessing!”  There was a lady who needed justice from her adversary.  She persistently begged the judge for 

assistance that he took care of the matter to get her to leave him alone.  God will avenge His own who cry out to 

Him day and night (Lk. 18:1-8). 

 When there is an improper relationship with others, it interferes with our prayers.  The Lord warned that 

when one brings a gift to the altar and remembers that his neighbor has something against him, leave the gift and 

be reconciled to his neighbor first.  We may be seeking God’s favor when not trying to seek favor and good will of 

others (Matt. 5:23).  Would you believe that having a bad relationship with your mate can cause your prayers not 

to be heard?  (I Pet. 3:7).  The manner with which we forgive our debtors and trespassers will determine how God 

answers our requests as well (Matt. 6:12, 14-15). 

 One needs to examine their prayers to make sure they are sincere and not filled with “vain repeti-

tions” (Matt. 6:7).  Their primary objective is to be heard for their much speaking.  Their prayers lack heart and 

sincerity.  Ironically, those prayers are answered; they wanted to be seen of men and that occurred, but God was 

not impressed. 

 Finally, sinful and rebellious living renders prayers fruitless.  Prayers become detestable when the one 

praying turns a deaf ear to the law (Prov. 28:9).  Keep in mind that “The Lord is far from the wicked: but he hears 

the prayer of the righteous” (Prov. 15:29).  “The eyes of the Lord are on the righteous, and His ears are open to 

their prayers; but the face of the Lord is against those who do evil” (I Pet. 3:10-12 which is a quote from Ps. 

34:12-14).  God desires people to appeal to Him with holy hands, having no anger or disputing (I Tim. 2:8). 

Things That Hinder Prayer-life 
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Make The Effort 

     It was the first day of basketball practice at Wingate High School in Brooklyn, N.Y. The Coach handed a 

ball to each player. “Boys,” he said, “I want you to practice shooting from the spots you might expect to be in 

during the game.” One of the boys (who was pretty much there as a substitute for the star players) in fact he 

was substitute #12) immediately sat down on the bench and began shooting the ball toward the basket from 

there. 

     You might say that boy didn’t expect to get to play much. And I suppose he was just trying to get a laugh 

out of his teammates. But, there are some people who sit the bench, because that’s where they’ve gotten used 

to being. They never strive to do much more than that, because they don’t believe in themselves enough to put 

in the extra effort and practice to change their status. And because of that: they’re always going to sit the 

bench. 

     It’s as if we’ve made Christianity into a spectator sport. We just sit back in church and listen to the singing 

and the sermons and never really get involved in the game. We need some Christians today to get off the 

sidelines and get on the front lines. There is a special position that God has for all those who are in Christ, but 

we will never discover it as long as we watch safely from the sideline. We need to put action to our faith and 

get involved in the spiritual battle that is taking place all around us. 

     It’s time we get off the bench and we get to work for the Lord’s kingdom. This church has a lot of great 

and wonderful things that are happening: we have several Care Groups that meet monthly, an upcoming Gos-

pel Meeting in April, October Lectureship, our youth are involved in Bible Bowls, Area Wide Meetings, Lads 

to Leaders, and monthly devotionals, and so many other wonderful activities. What are you doing to make 

sure you are involved with what this church is doing? 

     Paul tells us that we are all members individually, but together we make up one body of Jesus Christ. If a 

few people are doing most of the work, then we will get nowhere fast. However, if everyone volunteers to do 

their part, we can start moving forward with momentum and confidence. It’s time we start making an effort. 

It’s time we start volunteering to help. It’s time we start asking what needs to be done. It’s time we start at-

tending services more. It’s time we start living up to our name of “Christian.”              

                                                         ~ Kevin Harrington, copied & edited ~ 

Why Are Prayers Unanswered? 

   George MacDonald was born in 1824, in the Scottish Highlands. He was a teacher, minister, father, lec-

turer, and writer. MacDonald’s writing was so powerful that a better-known C.S. Lewis said, “I have never 

concealed the fact that [MacDonald] was my master.” 

   MacDonald loved prayer. He once said, “Never wait for fitter time or place to talk to Him. To wait till you 

go to church or to your room is to make Him wait. He will listen as you walk.” 

   Often when prayer is unanswered, it’s due to infrequency and lack of intensity. The employee who asks for 

a raise often receives based on his intensity. The child is granted requests because of his tireless pestering. 

   Jesus, in a discourse on prayer to His disciples said they “always ought to pray and not lose heart” (Luke 

18:1). Are you making God wait to answer your request because of your lack of enthusiasm? Don’t let this 

happen to you. Remember: God is a “Gift Giver.” 

   God’s Gifts to Man 

 God gave us pain to make us aware of healing. 

 God gave us joy to make us aware of feeling. 

 God gave us death to make us aware of judgment. 

 God gave us trials to make us aware of victory. 

 God gave us fear to make us aware of dependence. 

 God gave us choice to make us aware of consequences. 

 God gave us hope to make us aware of heaven. 

   “Every good gift and every perfect gift is from above”  (James1:17)                               ~ Glenn Hitchcock 



DIAPER SHOWER 
A ‘Diaper Shower’ for Will & Sallye Bow-

lin will be held Sun. night March 18th, at 

our 3rd Sunday night fellowship. Will, 

Sallye and little Carson are expecting baby boy 

Hayden in April. Please help us shower them with 

diapers, wipes, and baby essentials.  

PRAYER LIST 

Bobby White has tests scheduled for April 

2nd. He was able to be at services Sunday.  

Dixie White is feeling much better after having 

her new pacemaker installed. 

Continue to Remember:  

William Bailey, David Crossings, Sandra Davis, 

Jenice Dunlap, Preeble Foster, Ray Franks, Violette 

Glass, Katie Grantham, Phillip Haynes, Donnita 

Hines, Shane Hutton, Gloria Jones,  Johnny Lee, 

Nancy Petrowski, J.D. Stroud, Sam Warrington, 

Bobby White, Tommy Young.  

Shut-Ins: Teresa Clark, Maurine Drummond, Linda 

Griggs, Billy Joe Garner 

Nursing Home/Assisted Living:  

Grace Anderson, Jean Drummond, Mattie Golden, 

Laura Mae Harris, Cornelia Kennedy, Ernestine 

McKinney, Mary Frances Reid, Price & Claudia 

Senter, Ione Wall, Terry Young  

Military List: Derek Bradley, Tevin Bradley & 

Chase Seals  

Expectant Mothers:  Sallye Bowlin (boy) April 

I’ve Learned... 

Life is like a grindstone: whether it grinds you 

down or sharpens you depends on what you 

are made of.  

HAPPY BIRTHDAY 

March 15. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Masey Kate Adams 

March 17. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Patricia Crow 

March 17. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Laura Mae Harris 

March 19. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Dan Cobb 

March 19. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Clay Jennings 

March 23. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Isabella McMillen 

HAPPY ANNIVERSARY 

March 17. . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Mark & Alyce Jennings 

March 24. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . J.D. & Sue Stroud 

For daily devotional & updates call NEWSLINE @ 534-0016 

Visit our website @ http://www.nacoc.us  

Email: nacoc15s@gmail.com     

CONGREGATIONAL THEME:  

Working as God’s team in 2018! 

AREA EVENTS 

 Sr. Bible Bowl at Antioch March 18th, at 2:00pm. 

 A Gospel Meeting is scheduled for March 18-21 at the 

Chapman Church of Christ. The guest speaker will be 

Billy Smith. Check the bulletin board for details. 

 ABOUND (for teens) at the Forest Hill congregation 

in Memphis to be held Sat. March 24th, from 10:00am

-6:00pm.  

 Lads to Leaders Convention in Memphis March 30th– 

April 1st. 

 7th week Squad Retreat for 7th grade-college age at 

Maywood Christian camp April 6-8. Cost: $40.00 

THANK YOU NOTES 

Thank you for all of the prayers, cards, and 

thoughts sent my way while I was battling some 

health issues. I love and missed each one of you. 

                                    Love, Nancy Petrowski 

 

Thank you for the texts, the beautiful cards and 

gifts. Thank you for being with us as we celebrated 

our 50th Wedding Anniversary. We love you all! 

                                          Larry & Janice Cobb  

3RD SUN.  NIGHT FELLOWSHIP 

Our 3rd Sun. night fellowship will be held Mar. 18th, 

following evening service. Please bring finger foods 

& desserts. The adult 3 class will be in charge. 

FISH FRY! 
A Fish Fry has been scheduled for Sat. 

March 24th, from 4:00-6:00pm. The fish 

is being provided by Harold Russell, 

Bobby White and Joe Tate. If you would like to 

help offset the cost of slaw, French fries, and oil 

you may give your donation to one of the deacons.  

Desserts would be appreciated. 
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SCHEDULE OF SERVICES 

Sunday School...................9:30 

Morning Worship............10:30 

Evening Worship...............6:00 

Wednesday Bible Study....7:00 

MINISTER 

Mike King ................ 507-0625 
Home .......................  534-6872 
Office ....................... 534-4649 

ELDERS 

Richard Jennings ......316-1305 
Troy Robertson  ........316-3163 
Phil Young.................316-2059 

DEACONS 

Greg Clayton ............ 252-9762 
Roger Clayton .......... 538-8195 
Shane Crotts..............316-6364 
Jason Jennings...........801-3260 
Randy Wall  ............. 316-9255 
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                TO SERVE   

Scripture............Michael Crotts 

A.M. Prayer.........Thomas Wall 

Closing Prayer........Steve Todd 

P.M. Prayer................Jim Gann 

Closing .............Caleb Jennings 

Wed. 3/21....Daniel Drummond 

Wed. 3/21...........Greg Harrison 

Lock 3/18.................Mike King 

Usher 3/18.............Shane Crotts 

      OUR RECORD 

Sunday School.......................84 
Sunday A.M.........................108 
Sunday P.M..........................NA 
Wednesday.............................81 
Contribution...............$4,616.00 
Budget........................$4,385.16  

10 Inches Deep 

   A boy was sitting on a park bench with one hand resting on 

an open Bible. He was loudly exclaiming his praise to God. 

“Hallelujah! Hallelujah! God is great!” he yelled without wor-

rying whether anyone heard him or not. 

   Shortly after, along came a man who had recently completed some studies 

at a local university. Feeling himself very enlightened in the ways of truth 

and very eager to show this enlightenment, he asked the boy about the 

source of his joy. 

   “Hey” asked the boy in return with a bright laugh, “Don’t you have any 

idea what God is able to do? I just read that God opened up the waves of the 

Red Sea and led the whole nation of Israel right through the middle.” 

   The enlightened man laughed lightly, sat down next to the boy and began 

to try to open his yes to the “realities” of the miracles of the Bible. “That 

can all be very easily explained. Modern scholarship has shown that the Red 

Sea in that area was only 10-inches deep at that time. It was no problem for 

the Israelites to wade across.” 

   The boy was stumped. His eyes wandered from the man back to the Bible 

laying open is his lap. The man, content that he had enlightened a poor, na-

ïve young person to the finer points of scientific insight, turned to go. 

Scarcely had he taken two steps when the boy began to rejoice and praise 

louder than before. The man turned to ask the reason for this resumed jubila-

tion. 

   “Wow!”  explained the boy happily, “God is greater than I thought! Not 

only did He lead the whole nation of Israel through the Red Sea, He topped 

it off by drowning the whole Egyptian army in 10 inches of water!” 

                                             ~ Author Unknown ~ 


