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     The apostle Paul explained to the Roman church that there were only two options in life.  One was to be-

come a servant of sin that lead to death; the other was to exercise obedience unto righteousness (Rom. 6:16-

18).  It does not seem to be such an issue until examining the consequences of each of the two.  It then be-

comes apparent which is the better choice. 

    Servants unto death by sin is discussed in verse 16.  Peter said that those who serve corruption are brought 

under bondage (2 Pet. 2:19-22).  The Lord explained that it was not possible for man to serve two masters 

(Matt. 6:24).  It was quite obvious that anyone who did not believe in Jesus would die in their sin.  Sin had 

the potential for alienating and separating man from God and would remain so “unto death” unless repented 

of prior to death (Isa. 59:1-2).  Adam Clarke wrote that “He who exacts the service is master.”  Sin is the ser-

vice of Satan and righteousness is the service to Christ.  We become “slave” or “property” of the one whom 

we serve as master. 

    Obedience unto righteousness is discussed in the latter part of verse 16.  The fruit of the Spirit is righteous-

ness and is contrasted in Eph. 5:9 with the fruits of the flesh enumerated in Gal. 5:19-21.  Man does not have 

to be enslaved in sin because Jesus, by His death, became the “author of eternal salvation to them that 

obey” (Heb. 5:9).  This means that we can and should obey God rather than men (Acts 5:29). 

    The Romans had been the servants of sin (v. 17).  They had now received and obeyed the gospel.  The gos-

pel is represented as a “mold” or “form” and they had taken the “impression” of its excellence.  The figure on 

the die is the image of God.  Righteousness and true holiness were stamped on their souls in believing the 

gospel.  The will of man has been melted by the power of the gospel (Rom. 1:16) and reformed (Rom. 12:1-

2).  Paul had given credit to the powerful word of God for changing the hearts of men and saving their souls.  

They were melted down under the preaching of the gospel and received the stamp of purity. 

    In this process, there has been a change of masters.  The Christian experiences freedom from sin by an 

“emancipation proclamation.”  Truth has the potential for setting one who is enslaved in sin free (Jn. 8:32).  A 

servant of the Lord is a free man, if free, then Christ’s servant; freed from sin and being a servant unto death.  

While now serving under this new Master, Christ, the freed man must continue in the liberty where Christ has 

made him free, and refuse to become entangled again with the yoke of bondage (Gal. 5:1).  Christ left us an 

example that we should follow which shows not only a change in behavior, but in relationships as well.  Be-

cause Jesus bore our sins in His body on the tree, man became dead to sin and was healed by His stripes.  He 

left us an example for us to follow in His steps.  What a pattern! (I Pet. 2:16-25). 

    Long before the Lord’s incarnation, Joshua charged the people to “Choose you this day whom you will 

serve” (Josh. 24:15).  Making this choice, will resolve man’s conflict of trying to serve two masters, God and 

mammon (Matt. 6:24), but will make him a servant of obedience unto righteousness (Rom. 6:16).  Thanks to 

Christ, we can be like the Romans in that we were once the servants of sin, but now have obeyed from the 

heart the teachings of Christ and been set free from sin. 

 

Obedience from the Heart 

 

Mike King 



Hidden Bible Book Names 

Can you find thirty (30) books of the Bible in this paragraph? Actually, there are 31 if you can find the vari-

ant of one Old Testament prophet's name, a variant that's used in the text of the King James Version (not as 

the title of a book, but in the text itself). 

     There are 30 books of the Bible in this paragraph. Can you find them? This is a most remarkable 

puzzle. It was found by a gentleman in an airplane seat pocket, on a flight from Los Angeles to 

Honolulu, keeping him occupied for hours. He enjoyed it so much, he passed it on to some friends. 

One friend from Illinois worked on this while fishing from his john boat. Another friend studied it 

while playing his banjo. Elaine Taylor, a columnist friend, was so intrigued by it she mentioned it in her 

weekly newspaper column. Another friend judges the job of solving this puzzle so involving, she brews a cup 

of tea to help her nerves. There will be some names that are really easy to spot. That's a fact. Some people, 

however, will soon find themselves in a jam, especially since the book names are not necessarily capitalized. 

Truthfully, from answers we get, we are forced to admit it usually takes a minister or a scholar to see some of 

them at the worst. Research has shown that something in our genes is responsible for the difficulty we have in 

seeing the books in this paragraph. During a recent fund raising event, which featured this puzzle, the Alpha 

Delta Phi lemonade booth set a new record. The local paper, The Chronicle, surveyed over 200 patrons who 

reported that this puzzle was one of the most difficult they had ever seen. As Daniel Humana humbly puts it, 

"The books are all right here in plain view hidden from sight." Those able to find all of them will hear great 

lamentations from those who have to be shown. One revelation that may help is that books like Timothy and 

Samuel may occur without their numbers. Also, keep in mind, that punctuation and spaces in the middle are 

normal. A chipper attitude will help you compete really well against those who claim to know the answers. 

Remember, there is no need for a mad exodus; there really are 30 books of the Bible lurking somewhere in 

this paragraph waiting to be found.                                                                                                        ~ copied 

You Never YOU NEVER ASKED ME NEVE  

   When Henry Ford purchased a large insurance policy, the newspapers carried a story about it, since the 

amount was so large and the man so prominent. 

   An old friend of Ford’s who was in the insurance business was surprised by the report since he had not 

heard that Ford was in the market for insurance. 

   The next time he saw Mr. Ford he asked him if the report was true. Ford replied that it was. The friend then 

asked why he had not purchased the policy from him since they had been friends for many years. Mr. Ford’s 

reply was, “You never asked me.” 

   This lesson is needed in Christianity. Many of our friends are not attending our ser-

vices because we are not asking them. Sometimes our reasoning is that since we asked 

someone once and were refused, no one else need be asked. No reasoning could be 

more wrong. 

   Here is something that every member of the congregation can do. Ask your friends 

to attend services with you, especially on Sunday evening, If you ask your friends, you will come yourself 

and that will help. If you keep on asking your friends in the right way, they will come, and that will help even 

more.                                                                                                    Bulletin Digest (Nov. 2010) 

New Haven Center for Special Needs Adults Fundraiser 

   The New Haven Center for Special Needs Adults annual fundraiser, Night Out for New Haven, is Satur-

day, March 3, beginning at 6:45p.m. at the Magnolia Civic Center. All seats are reserved and tickets are $15 

and can be purchased at the UCDA Office or reserved by calling 534-4354. Collett Cross also has tickets. 

   High Hopes, New Haven’s musical group, will open the show followed by presentations of awards and 

musical selections by Moonstone and Friends. 

   All proceeds from the concert will go toward the construction of a 3,500 sq. ft. addition to the existing 

building. Please check the bulletin board for more details. 



PRAYER LIST 

Katie Grantham, friend of Jamie Crow is 

scheduled to have open-heart surgery Feb. 

20th. 

Donnita Hines, friend of Stephanie Simmons has 

been diagnosed with stage 4 cancer.  

Sandra Davis, daughter of Betty Boren is now at 

home recovering from her recent brain surgery.  

Larry Cobb had eye surgery Feb. 13. His surgery 

went well. 

Bobby White had his final chemo treatment this past 

week. He will be having tests over the next few 

weeks. 

Sympathy: We express our sympathy to Linda 

Turner in the death of her brother-in-law Jimmy 

Burleson who passed away Friday, Feb. 16th. 

Funeral services were held Monday, Feb. 19th, at 

United Funeral Home in New Albany. 

Continue to Remember:  

Bill Almon, William Bailey, Willie Ann Bryant, Jimmy 

Burleson, Kurt Clayton, David Crossings, Preeble Foster, 

Ray Franks, Violette Glass, Phillip Haynes, Shane Hutton, 

Johnny Lee, Bobby Marques, Nancy Petrowski, J.D. 

Stroud, Sam Warrington, Bobby White, Tommy Young.  

Shut-Ins: Teresa Clark, Maurine Drummond, Linda 

Griggs, Billy Joe Garner 

Nursing Home/Assisted Living:  

Grace Anderson, Jean Drummond, Mattie Golden, Laura 

Mae Harris, Cornelia Kennedy, Ernestine McKinney, 

Mary Frances Reid, Price & Claudia Senter, Ione Wall, 

Terry Young  

Military List: Derek Bradley, Tevin Bradley & Chase 

Seals  

Expectant Mothers:  Sallye Bowlin (boy) April 

I’ve Learned... 

“Life is so much brighter when we focus 

on what truly matters.”  

HAPPY BIRTHDAY 

February 22. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Jennie Bell 

February 28. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Brian Carpenter 

For daily devotional & updates call NEWSLINE @ 534-0016 

Visit our website @ http://www.nacoc.us  

Email: nacoc15s@gmail.com     

CONGREGATIONAL THEME:  

Working as God’s team in 2018! 

THANK YOU CARD 

New Albany Church of Christ, 

   Thank you for the cards, texts and especially your 

prayers during the death of our brother-in-law 

Rowland Stinson. Your love and support meant so 

much to us.           

                    Harold Russell & Larry & Janice Cobb 

 

Dear Christian Friends, 

   Thank you for your texts and prayers during my 

recent eye surgery. The surgery went well. Your 

support and care means so much to us. 

                                       Love, Larry & Janice Cobb 

50TH WEDDING ANNIVERSARY 

You are invited to the 50th Wedding 

Celebration of Larry and Janice Cobb, 

Saturday, March 3rd, 2018 at the New 

Albany Church of Christ Fellowship 

Building, from 2:00-4:00 PM. No gifts please. This 

celebration is being hosted by their children. 

FEBRUARY HAPPENINGS 
 Care group 3 will meet at the home of Paul & 

Maria Ormon Sat. Feb. 24th at 5:30pm. Please 

check with them to see what to bring. 
 February’s Youth Devo will be held Sun. night 

Feb. 25th, with Will and Sallye Bowlin hosting. 

The girls are asked to bring desserts and the 

boys drinks. Please let Will and Sallye know if 

you will be attending. Pizza is on the menu. 

 The deacons will meet Sun. Feb. 25th, at 5:00. 

GUEST SPEAKER SUNDAY 
We will have a guest speaker Sun., Feb. 25th. 

Joshua Hertzka, student from Freed-Hardeman Uni-

versity will be here to teach the teenage class and 

preach for the am service. He will be trying out for 

our summer youth intern position. 



        PANTRY ITEMS  

                  Jelly 
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SCHEDULE OF SERVICES 

Sunday School...................9:30 

Morning Worship............10:30 

Evening Worship...............6:00 

Wednesday Bible Study....7:00 

MINISTER 

Mike King ................ 507-0625 
Home .......................  534-6872 
Office ....................... 534-4649 

ELDERS 

Richard Jennings ......316-1305 
Troy Robertson  ........316-3163 
Phil Young.................316-2059 

DEACONS 

Greg Clayton ............ 252-9762 
Roger Clayton .......... 538-8195 
Shane Crotts..............316-6364 
Jason Jennings...........801-3260 
Randy Wall  ............. 316-9255 
 

Periodical 
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New Albany, MS 

                TO SERVE   

Scripture................Dean Dillard 

A.M. Prayer.................Tim Dye 

Closing Prayer....Mark Jennings 

P.M. Prayer..Daniel Drummond 

Closing ...................Perry Jones 

Wed. 2/28.......Richard Jennings 

Wed.2/28...........Jason Jennings 

Lock 2/25...............Randy Wall 

Usher 2/25................Dan Cobb 

      OUR RECORD 

Sunday School.......................94 
Sunday A.M.........................123 
Sunday P.M............................90 
Wednesday.............................69 
Contribution...............$3,476.26 
Budget........................$4,385.16  

 Please join us  

Sunday March 4th, 2018 

 

Friends  

&  

Family Day 

 

New Albany Church of Christ 

511 Hwy 15 South~ New Albany, Ms 38652 

Sunday School: 9:30am 

Worship: 10:30am 

Noon Meal 

Worship 1:15pm 


