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Communicating in the Family,
Person to Person
Mike King

We normally think of a long distance telephone call when hearing the words “person to person.” It
merely means that you want to make direct contact with someone. Person-to-person calls are made in the
family every day whether between parent and child, husband and wife or brother and sister. Some of these
calls get through, but some fail.
Family members need to share themselves, their hopes and fears, their joys and pains, their goals, successes and failures. Family members share themselves. When communication is weak or missing, community is non-existent and isolation exists.
The risk must be taken to being open with each other so rifts can be healed and bridges can be built to
break impasses. It becomes easier for other family members when one takes the initiative in doing so. When
good communication flourishes in a family, trust is established and becomes an evolving process. It means
we make ourselves vulnerable and accept our humanness. It means a chance to reach each other. God has an
attitude about communication, “Do good and to communicate forget not: for with such sacrifices God is well
pleased” (Heb. 13:16).
There are different ways to make connection. Let me share with you in this brief article some helpful
ways:
Know Yourself – When we recognize, understand and accept our own feelings and the way we perceive
things, we are better suited for getting others to listen and understand.
Level With Others – When our actions are in harmony with what we feel, perceive and believe, we are
giving a straight forward message. It leaves no guesswork. Our non-verbal messages are in tune with our
words, such as “I love you” or “I feel hurt.”
Listen – We help others to be open with us by listening to the whole person, to their feelings as well as
words. Check to make sure we are understanding and accept what we hear. Others want to be heard and not
advised. Paul told Timothy that it is important for us “To do good” and be “willing to communicate” (I Tim.
6:18).
Accept Conflict as Part of Life – We grow up and together when we conflict with kindness and respect.
The air is usually cleared through conflict. Paul complimented the Philippians for having “communicated
with affliction” (Phil. 4:14). Rather than placing blame, accept fault for feeling a certain way.
Keep in Touch With the Person in Each Family Member – There is a communication problem when
we lose sight of the changes occurring in each member as they move from a child to an adult or becoming
more mature and independent. Changes occur as well in the lives of adults as they negotiate the various
“seasons of life.”
Respect One Another’s Privacy – Even in open family living, each of us needs time to be alone and a
place where we can be alone, if only for a while. Jesus had His garden of Gethsemane.
Spend Time Together – The chance for knowing each other better increases when we share more: work,
play, mealtime, family plans and prayer together.

Five Groups of Members Who
Need Your Attention
In the first preserved letter that Paul wrote (chronologically), the inspired apostle gave some very explicit instructions to Christians regarding their responsibilities to
one another. He emphasized that members of the Lord’s
church are “taught by God to love one another,” and even
to “increase more and more” in their unconditional, unselfish elevation of the needs of others above their own (1
Thess. 4:9-10). Near the end of that letter, Paul identified
five groups of members to whom agape love needed to be
extended, and he even stipulated how that love needed to
be expressed.
The elders need your respect. The elders are identified
as those who “labor among you” to the point of exhaustion,
have charge “over you in the Lord,” and “admonish you”
through instruction and correction (I Thess. 5:12). Church
members are responsible to “know them” and to “esteem
them exceeding highly in love for their work’s sake” (5:13,
ASV). How are you doing with this?
The unruly need your admonishment. The word used
for “unruly” is a military term that denotes members who
are walking disorderly or out of step. Sometimes our
brethren lose their way and walk in a direction contrary to
the narrow path. Church members are responsible to
“warn” them and try to get them back “into step” with God
(I Thess. 5:14). How are you doing with this?
The fainthearted need your comfort. The word used
for “fainthearted” literally means one who is “smallsouled.” This is a brother or sister who is discouraged and
maybe even ready to quit. Church members are responsible to “comfort” and “encourage” by coming alongside one
who is disheartened and trying to lift his/her spirits. How
are you doing with this?
The weak need your support. Some brethren are not as
strong in their faith as others. In fact, some are described
as spiritually “weak” (1 Thess. 5:14). Perhaps these are
new converts or even the young people in the
church. Church members are responsible to “uphold,”
“help” and “support” firmly those whose faith is vulnerable
and unable to stand on its own. How are you doing with
this?
All the brethren need your patience. The word for
“patience” emphasizes one who is longsuffering and longtempered. Church members are responsible for being “long
in coming to anger” with “ALL” brethren, including (but
not limited to) the elders, the unruly, the fainthearted and
the weak. How are you doing with this?
God calls upon us to love another and to increase more
and more in that heart of service toward our brethren! Which of these five needs your attention today?

I Heard A Baby Cry
As I sat among the faithful
on a Sunday in July,
My attention was diverted
as I heard a baby’s cry.
Not a wail that would disturb you,
just a whimper, like a sigh.
But it caused my mind to ponder
of the child’s life, by and by.
I thought about how blessed it was
that it’s young mother cared;
How she nurtured and caressed it
and all her love had shared.
I know that its direction
is a part of mother’s plan,
To teach and correct it by the rules
that God has made for man.
And so, she’s starting early
in its life of so few days,
To assemble with the saints of God
that “it” might learn His ways.
It almost went unnoticed
amid the preacher’s words,
Just a tiny whimper,
but I’m sure the Savior heard.
To hear a baby cry in church
is music to my ears,
For it can learn to please its God,
because somebody cares.
~ by Tom McLemore ~

TAINT
Author Unknown

'Tain't what we have, But what we give,
'Tain't what we are, But how we live;
'Tain't what we do, But how we do it–
That makes this life worth going through
it!
“whereas ye know not what shall be on the
morrow. For what is your life? It is even a
vapor that appeareth for a little time, and then
vanisheth away.” James 4:14

For daily devotional & updates call NEWSLINE @ 534-0016
PRAYER LIST
Mary Frances Reid, is very weak and not
doing well at this time.
Terry Young, is not doing well.
Gloria Jones fell Sunday and fractured her knee.
Arelus Dye, father of Tim Dye has been diagnosed
with a mass on his bladder. He is to have more tests.
Continue to Remember:
William Bailey, David Crossings, Sandra Davis,
Jenice Dunlap, Preeble Foster, Ray Franks, Violette
Glass, Katie Grantham, Phillip Haynes, Donnita
Hines, Shane Hutton, Gloria Jones, Johnny Lee,
Nancy Petrowski, J.D. Stroud, Sam Warrington,
Bobby White, Tommy Young.
Shut-Ins: Teresa Clark, Maurine Drummond, Linda
Griggs, Billy Joe Garner
Nursing Home/Assisted Living:
Grace Anderson, Jean Drummond, Mattie Golden,
Laura Mae Harris, Cornelia Kennedy, Ernestine
McKinney, Mary Frances Reid, Price & Claudia
Senter, Ione Wall, Terry Young
Military List: Derek Bradley, Tevin Bradley &
Chase Seals
Expectant Mothers: Sallye Bowlin (boy) April

AREA EVENTS







ABOUND (for teens) at the Forest Hill congregation
in Memphis to be held Sat. March 24th, from
10:00am-6:00pm.
Lads to Leaders Convention in Memphis March 30th–
April 1st.
7th week Squad Retreat for 7th grade-college age at
Maywood Christian camp April 6-8. Cost: $40.00
Ladies Day at Hwy 15 Pontotoc church of Christ is
planned for April 7th. More details to come.
The Hillcrest church of Christ in Baldwyn, MS will
host a Ladies Day Sat. March 24th, from 9:00amnoon. The guest speaker will be Betty Steward. Their
topic is “Seasons of Service.” Lunch will be served.

I’ve Learned...
The only thing that can keep growing
without nourishment is an ego.

HAPPY BIRTHDAY
March 23. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Isabella McMillen
March 27. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Mary Martin Crotts
March 28. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Ella Boyd
March 28. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Roger Clayton
March 29. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Caleb Jennings

HAPPY ANNIVERSARY
March 24. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . J.D. & Sue Stroud

FISH FRY!
A Fish Fry will be held Sat. March 24th,
from 4:00-6:00pm at the fellowship
building. The fish is being provided by
Harold Russell, Bobby White and Joe Tate. If you
would like to help offset the cost of slaw, French
fries, and oil you may give your donation to one of
the deacons. Desserts would be appreciated. Everyone is invited!

VBS
The dates for our Vacation Bible
School have been set for June 24th27th. Please mark this on your calendar
and make plans to help us make this
year’s VBS a great one! The theme this year is
Noah’s Ark Adventure.

YOUTH NEWS






Congratulations to our Senior Bible Bowl
group for placing first this past Sunday and for
placing second overall for the year. We are so
proud of you!
This month’s Youth Devo will be held Sunday
night march 25th, following evening services.
Roger and Kathy Clayton will be hosting.
Check with them to see what you need to
bring.
Lads to Leaders Convention is March 30thApril 1st, in Memphis, TN.

CONGREGATIONAL THEME:
Working as God’s team in 2018!

Visit our website @ http://www.nacoc.us
Email: nacoc15s@gmail.com
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Sunday School...................9:30
Morning Worship............10:30
Evening Worship...............6:00
Wednesday Bible Study....7:00

MINISTER
Mike King ................ 507-0625
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Office ....................... 534-4649
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ELDERS
Richard Jennings ......316-1305
Troy Robertson ........316-3163
Phil Young.................316-2059

DEACONS
Greg Clayton ............ 252-9762
Roger Clayton .......... 538-8195
Shane Crotts..............316-6364
Jason Jennings...........801-3260
Randy Wall ............. 316-9255

TO SERVE
Scripture...............Dean Dillard
A.M. Prayer......Richard Adams
Closing Prayer.......M. Simmons
P.M. Prayer........David Clayton
Closing ............Hunter Jennings
Wed. 3/28...........Mark Jennings
Wed. 3/28...............Paul Ormon
Lock 3/25...........Jason Jennings
Usher 3/25..........Jason Jennings

OUR RECORD
Sunday School.......................91
Sunday A.M.........................117
Sunday P.M............................80
Wednesday.............................72
Contribution...............$3,718.75
Budget........................$4,385.16
PANTRY ITEMS
Tomato sauce

HANDS AND HEART
Have you ever noticed how some people use their hands? Of course, the
deaf would be lost if they did not use their hands for sign language. The
hands are their key to communication with the rest of the world.
Then there are the people who speak and gesture constantly. It
has been said that if you hold their hands they would be unable to
speak. In truth, their hand language is rather poetic. The hands are
more eloquent than our words because the action of the hands
comes from the heart.
The Bible often speaks of “dirty hands”. Cain’s hands shed the
blood of his brother Abel (Gen. 4:11). When a wicked man kills a righteous
man, “Shall I not now require his blood from your hand and destroy you
from the earth.” (II Sam. 4:11). Ezekiel 23:37 criticizes Israel and Judah,
“For they have committed adultery and blood is on their hands.”
Clean hands are mentioned in connection with innocence “Who may ascend into the hill of the Lord? And who may stand in His holy place? He
who has clean hands and a pure hart.” (Psa. 24:4). Pilate thought that he
could wash his hands and be completely free of guilt in regard to the death
of Jesus (Matt. 27:24).
In the mind of Jesus, hands can become an agent of sin. “And if your
right hand causes you to sin, cut it off and throw it away.” (Matt. 5:30)
This was a hyperbole. I Hope!
One thing for sure is that we should come to God with clean hands.
“Wash your hands, you sinners, and purify your hearts, you doubleminded.” (James 4:8)
Have you checked your hands lately?
~ Bill Goodpasture

