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Mr. Deffenbaugh earned his Bachelor of Science 
in Business Administration from Washington 
University in St. Louis in 2010, and his J.D. 
degree from the University of Denver Sturm 

College of Law in 2014. He was an Associate Attorney with 
Bryan Cave LLP from November 2014 - November 2017, 
where he worked in Transactional Law.  Mr. Deffenbaugh 
joined the firm in November of 2017, and his practice is 
focused on Estate Planning and Estate Administration. He 
is a member of the Colorado Bar Association Trust and 
Estate Section and Elder Law Section and a member of the 
Denver Bar Association.

Emily L. Bowman, Partner
Mrs. Bowman became a partner with Kirch 
Rounds & Bowman PC in January of 2018. She 
graduated from Colorado State University with a 
Bachelor of Science in Psychology in May 2009. 

In 2013, she graduated in the Top 3% of her class at the 
University of Oregon School of Law, where she was a 
member of The Order of the Coif and received the 
Laurence Janssen School of Law Academic Scholarship. 
Mrs. Bowman joined Kirch and Rounds, P.C. as an 
Associate in December of 2014 and her practice is focused 
in Estate Planning, Estate Administration, Elder Law, Real 
Estate, Tax Planning, and Trust and Estate Litigation. Mrs. 
Bowman is a member of the Colorado Bar Association 
Trust & Estate Section and the Denver Bar Association.

David W. Kirch, Partner
Mr. Kirch is a partner with Kirch Rounds & 
Bowman PC and has concentrated his 
practice in the areas of estate planning, 
probate, trust administration, and probate 

litigation for over 40 years. Mr. Kirch has been a lecturer 
on trusts and estates at the University of Denver Law 
School. He earned his B.A. degree, summa cum laude, 
from California Lutheran College and his J.D. degree 
from the University of Colorado where he was a 
member of The Order of the Coif. Mr. Kirch has been 
the column editor of the Estate and Trust Forum of the 
Colorado Lawyer since 1998. He is the Chair of the 
Colorado Lawyer Editorial Board for 2017-2018. He 
also is a fellow of the American College of Trust and 
Estate Counsel. Mr. Kirch is listed in the 2018 edition   
of Super Lawyers and the 2018 edition of The Best 
Lawyers in America in the areas of Elder Law and Trusts 
and Estates.

Charles “Chad” E. Rounds, Partner
Mr. Rounds has over a decade of experience 
in the areas of Estate Administration and 
Estate Planning including wills, power of 
attorneys, guardianships, conservatorships, 

living wills, and probate litigation. He earned his B.A. 
degree from Georgetown University, College of Arts 
and Sciences in 1999, and his J.D. degree from the 
University of Denver Sturm College of Law in 2006. Mr. 
Rounds was an Associate at the Law Office of David 
Kirch from 2006 to 2011. In 2011, he became a partner 
at Kirch and Rounds, PC. Mr. Rounds is a member of 
the Colorado Bar Association Trust & Estate Section 
and the Denver Bar Association. He has spoken at 
several seminars on the topic of Estate Administration 
and the probate process. he is also co-editor of Loring 
and Rounds: A Trustee’s Handbook (2008-2018 
Editions). Mr. Rounds was listed as a Rising Star in 
Super Lawyers Magazine in 2016. Mr. Rounds is listed 
in the Best Lawyers in America in the field of Trusts and 
Estates and the field of Elder Law for 2018.
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The attorneys at Kirch Rounds & Bowman 
PC have over half a century of combined 
legal experience providing high quality 
legal services to clients. Specializing in 
estate planning, tax planning, trust and 
estate administration, elder law, and trust 
and estate litigation, our experienced 
attorneys and staff guide our clients 
through these complex areas and help to 
protect their assets for future generations.

Colorado Metro Ranking
Tier 1 in Elder Law and Tier 2 in Trusts & Estates Law



estate planning
A well-executed estate plan can save your family 
from costly expenses and emotional hardship 
upon your death or serious illness. Our attorneys 
help you accomplish your estate planning goals   
by identifying and utilizing the most appropriate 
estate planning tools to get your affairs in order. 
These tools may include:
 • Wills and Testamentary Trusts
 • Beneficiary Designations
 • Living Wills
 • Financial / Medical Powers of Attorney
 • Revocable and Irrevocable Trusts

TRUSTS
A trust can be a useful way to pass your wealth on to 
your loved ones while minimizing taxes. However, 
the process of setting up a trust, and then adminis-
tering it, can be complex. Our attorneys are experi-
enced in both areas. We can help draft a trust docu-
ment and transfer property into the trust. Once the 
trust is set up, our attorneys will assist you, or your 
chosen trustee, with tracking the trust’s income and 
ensuring that the income and principal are properly 
distributed to the beneficiaries. Our firm has the 
expertise to assist you with any administration or tax 
issues as they arise.

TRUST & ESTATE
LITIGATION

Estate and trust administration can be a complex 
process. Although estate planning minimizes the 
chance of later litigation, there may be times when 
litigation cannot be avoided. Conflicts we assist with 
include:
 • Determining the validity of a will or trust
 • Disputes over the meaning of a will
 • Allegations of unfairness or undue influence
 • Allegations of abuse of fiduciary duty by a
   personal representative or trustee

ESTATE
ADMINISTRATION

After a loved one’s death, the task of administering 
the estate can seem overwhelming. The task 
normally falls to the personal representative, who 
is either named in a will, or if there is no will, 
appointed by the court. Our attorneys are experts 
on probate and non-probate transfers, and can 
help you avoid costly mistakes. If you have been 
named personal representative, our attorneys can 
guide you through the administrative process, 
including:
 • Filing the necessary paperwork
 • Collecting and safekeeping of the
   decedent’s assets
 • Paying the estate’s debts and taxes
 • Providing notice to potential heirs
   and creditors
 • Transferring assets to the beneficiaries

BUSINESS ENTITIES
Our attorneys can assist you in selecting the proper 
business structure for your organization. Forming    
a business entity, such as a limited liability or 
partnership, can protect your personal assets.         
Entities can also be useful estate planning tools, 
allowing you to pass assets to your heirs. Properly 
selecting a business entity will also aid in minimizing 
tax consequences, and will allow for proper 
succession following your death.

REAL ESTATE
Our firm represents businesses and individuals, 
buyers and sellers, investors, homeowners, and 
fiduciaries through all aspects of real estate 
transactions. Our attorneys can assist you with 
negotiations, document drafting, title reviews, and 
closing. Whether your real estate issue is connected 
to an estate or business, or you need help with the 
sale of your home or investment properties, we have 
the knowledge and experience to appropriately 
guide you through your transaction.

TAX
Our attorneys are experienced in estate and gift 
taxation, trust and estate income taxation, and 
individual income taxation. Our office can help you 
with every step of the process, including tax 
planning, preparing and filing tax returns, and 
communicating with the IRS. Returns that we may 
assist in preparing for you include:
 • Final 1040 Income Tax Returns
 • Trust 1041 Income Tax Returns
 • Estate 1041 Income Tax Returns
 • 706 Estate Tax Returns
 • 709 Gift Tax Returns

ELDER LAW
Elder law is the area of law that addresses the 
complex and interrelated needs of seniors. We aid in 
ensuring that you and your loved ones have proper 
benefit coverage, proper arrangements in the event 
of a disability, and that assets are passed on as 
intended through an estate plan.


