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HISTORY
BORDENTOWN COUNCIL NO. 570, KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS

. ..
Bordentown Council, Knights of Columbus, was organized on April 14, 1901. The
1nit1atory _degre~s were conferred on the first group of local members on that date, with
cere~orne~ taking place in the Masonic Hall on Farnsworth Avenue. Two members of St.
Mary s Pansh who were active Knights in other Councils were instrumental in bringing the order
to Bordentown. They were the Rev. Dennis J. Duggan, pastor of St. Mary's from 1898 until
1914, and John Magee, Sr., both deceased.
Father Duggan was a member of San Domingo Council, Philadelphia, while John Magee
was a charter member of the Trenton Council No. 355, chartered only a few years earlier. The
late Thomas A. Gash was the principal organizer of the local Council.
William H. Foley, Bordentown postmaster and prominent Catholic layman, a member of
St. Mary's Parish, was the first Grand Knight. Thomas A. Gash was Deputy Grand Knight, while
the other officers were: Chancellor, John J. Maloy; Warden, Edward A. Downs; Treasurer,
Daniel A. Clark; Financial Secretary, Joseph A. Fitzpatrick; Recorder, Louis Russi; Advocate,
T. M. Rafferty; Organist, James Mannix; Guards, William J. Clark and Peter Maloy.
Bordentown Council held its first meetings in St. Mary's Hall. Later they met in the
- - -~Eaning.-Buildir:1g.;-tne-Zelley. 6uildin9--on-Crosswtcks-Str-eet;-the-Garwood-Building-on---FamswoFth-Avenue, next to the then movie theatre.
After 28 years of meeting in rented halls, the Council bought its own home in 1929,
purchasing the Longstreet property at the comer of Walnut and Prince Streets. The spacious
rooms were used for card parties and entertainments, while other rooms were available for a
pool table, card games and social activities. A large kitchen made possible the preparation of
refreshments for social gatherings.
The side yard adjoining the home was large enough to be used for band concerts,
carnivals and other outdoor affairs. The old stables were converted into the finest quoit court in
the city and the Knights participated in the local quoit league for several seasons.
In 1938, when the Federal Government picked the site of the K. of C. home for its new
Post Office Building, the Council sold it and purchased a home on Park Street.
The Park Street home was originally-converted into a clubhouse by the Loyal Order of
Moose, who occupied it for many years. When the local Moose Lodge went out of existence,
the building was no longer used and thus was idle when Bordentown Council purchased it.
Extensive repairs and alterations were made and the building made ready for use. It was
opened as the K. of C. home in 1938 and immediately was recognized as one of the finest in the
state.
A very serious fire in February 1947 gutted much of the interior of the home and made it
necessary to discontinue using the building until it had been entirely renovated. While the
repairs were being made, several major changes in the interi~r were included in the_work. The
entire first floor was opened into a single room, with a small kitchen and lavatory being
partitioned off the back end. The stairway was opened and the front hall removed pro~ding a
beautiful parlor. The regular semi-monthly meetings of the Council were held on the third floor.
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Park Street, and finally in 196~c~expenenced problems with the maintenance of the building on
Bordentown. After that ti
e horn~ was ~old to Woodlin Lodge No. 30, A. & F. M. of
more recently are being
!hethC0Sunc1I meetings were held in St. Mary's School and Gym, and
e 1n e chool Annex, formerly the St. John Youth Club.
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Among
the followin
. Bthe many activif,es wh.ich th e Council. has sponsored during the years have been
their familie~: bo:~etballdand ~oftball teams; Boys' Band; picnics and outings for Knights and
Breakfast f 'th mg an quoit te~ms; annual Communion Breakfasts; annual Mother's Day
arties· Tu or e ~omen of th_e pansh, ~erved by members of the K. of C.; New Year's Eve
P
, rkey Bingo Games, card parties; turkey dinner open to the public at St Mary's Gym
~:~:r~d ~n~ served ?Y the members to over 500 people; retreats at San Alfons~ Retreat
'
e, building a cabin at Camp Columbus; sponsoring annual Invitational Parochial School
Basketball Tourney.
Two outstanding achievements of the Council have been: organization of the Reverend
James F. McGrath Columbian Squires Circle No. 2249; the Religious Appreciation Day
celebrated on ~eptember-30, 1974, honoring the 100th Anniversary of the Sisters of Mercy in
New Jersey, with St. Mary's Bordentown being their founding Parish School. Guests were
seventy-five Priests and Religious Sisters and Brothers who over the years were associated
with St Mary's Parish and School.
Other notable activities the Bordentown Council has participated in have been to send
volunteer help to Wilkes-Barre after the disastrous flood in 1972, participate in the state-wide K.
of C. tootsie roll fund-raising event for the mentally retarded.
It has also been very active in the pro-life movement. Many of its members have gone
to the Marches in Washington, D. C., rallies, and joined in letter-writing campaigns and
organizing support for life.
The annual Free Throw contest and the annual Spelling Bee have provided fun and
competition for many of Bordentown's youngsters. The winners have been provided with an
opportunity to go to regional and state championships and win valuable scholarships, as well as
winning a worthwhile prize on the local level.
One of the Council's most recent projects was to help Father Frederick Timp, S.V.D., a
former Chaplain of Council 570 for a number of years, to build a Church in Yendi, Ghana. The
Bordentown Knights raised over $5,000 and are continuing to support him in his mission work.
Bordentown Council has enjoyed an outstanding record in its long history.. Though dark
days have been experienced, the challenging image of the pas~ ~lwa_ys ~as sustained the efforts
of officers and members. Charitable activities, youth work, partic1pat1on 1n lay retreats,_and
support of an ever-expanding and increasingly effective prog~m of Catholic, Co'!lmumty and
Patriotic interests, under the guidance of the Supreme Council of the Order, continue as the
hallmark of the Council.

