
LAUREL’S GIFT EXCERPT:  

Charlie let out a soft bark and stood back, her ears pricked while Laurel moved to the door. 
 
He stood with his back to her, and a strange sensation crept up her spine and over her nape, 
until the hair on the back of her head stood up. "Hello." Laurel cleared her throat, and he 
turned. 
 
"Good evening." He offered his right hand. "You must be Maggie's great niece." He wore a 
conservative pair of grey trousers and a black jacket over a white shirt, but no tie. Most people 
would describe him as attractive without being film-star handsome—with rugged good looks. 
That was the term that sprang to mind. 
 
Laurel suddenly felt like a flustered teenager meeting her date for the prom as she shook his 
hand. His fingers were long, his grip firm. "Yes. I'm Laurel. And you must be Doctor Phillips." 
 
"Eli." 
 
"Come in, Eli." Laurel held the door wide. Charlie gave him a small woof of welcome then 
walked off, back towards the kitchen. Laurel had the strangest feeling that the dog knew him. 
"Have you been here before?" she asked. 
 
He shook his head. His attention seemed to be taken—his eyes searching out something in 
the distance. As Laurel closed the door he stood before the ornate mirror. But he wasn't 
looking in it, more above it. That sensation heightened and she grew slightly nervous and 
couldn't work out why. 
 
"Won't you come through to the living room?" She gestured to their left. He seemed to 
hesitate, and then his attention focused on the balcony above and immediately in front of 
them. 
 
Laurel was becoming frightened now. What had she let herself in for? He'd barely spoken to 
her—yet he sounded so friendly on the phone. 
 
With an infinitesimal shake of the head he turned to smile at her. And all her fears vanished. 
He looked a bit older than her, perhaps around thirty, his dark hair streaked with a slight touch 
of silver that gave him a very distinguished air. Brown eyes twinkled from beneath dark brows. 
 
"This is a lovely home," he said, as they went through to the living room. 
 
"Yes, isn't it? And it's so sad that Maggie probably won't be coming back here." Laurel sat on 
one of the easy chairs and he settled on the sofa facing her. 
 
"Are you going to stay here?" He looped one foot over his other knee, completely relaxed. 
 
"I doubt it. I have a problem though. I'm here to look after Aunt Maggie's pets and the worry 
is what will become of them." As if on cue Marmalade and Plum sauntered in, eyed the guest 
with interest, then sat in front of his chair and stared intently at him. 



 
He laughed and it was a lovely sound. "Why, aren't you contemplating staying on? This house 
was meant to have children in it." He ran a hand over his chin, looking apologetic. "I'm sorry—
you must think me weird." 
 
Actually that was exactly what she’d been thinking. What a funny thing to say. Laurel shook 
her head, not agreeing or disagreeing with him. 
 
His foot dropped to the carpet and he leant forward, his eyes intent as he regarded her. "Shall 
we go?" 
 
Laurel had completely forgotten the intent was to go out to dine. "Of course. I'll just get my 
jacket." 
 
He followed her from the room and while she went to get her jacket from the kitchen where 
she'd left it, he wandered around the foyer, the cats trailing him. 
 
"You seem to have a fascination for this house," she murmured as she came back out, 
shrugging into her jacket. He helped her finish putting it on, saying nothing. 
 
As she closed the front door after them, he said, "It's an interesting house."  
 
He'd parked his car in front of the garage. "Interesting, you say. In what way?" He held the 
door open for her and after he'd closed it and come around to climb into the driver's seat he 
turned to face her. "Some houses give off certain vibes—this one is startlingly energetic." 
 
Laurel gaped at him. Energetic? That was a strange word to use—one she herself would use 
to describe a place that was bursting with the presence of spirits. 
 
As he rubbed his nape, Laurel noted he seemed to be chewing on his inner lip in 
contemplation. "I thought we'd go to a nice little restaurant I frequent—is that all right with 
you?" 
 
Why did she have the feeling he'd been about to say something entirely different? "Yes. That 
suits me fine. I haven't had the chance to dine out since staying here and have to admit I don't 
know the district well." 
 
He nodded, and as he drove she discreetly studied his profile. He drove with confidence, his 
well-manicured hands sure on the wheel. There wasn't a lot of traffic about and it didn't take 
long to reach the restaurant. Laurel was glad to enter a place where there were other people. 
If this proved to be a disaster she could always call a cab and escape. Problem was, if he turned 
out to be a weirdo he knew where she lived. 
 
The owner of the restaurant greeted him by name, and it soon became obvious he was a 
regular diner here, to her relief. The waitress and wine waiter knew him well, treating him 
with friendly respect. 
 



Once the wine and meal order were taken care of he sat back and smiled across at her. They'd 
been put in a secluded corner. Laurel returned his smile, sipping her wine. 
 
"How does your boyfriend feel about you staying in Maggie's house?" he asked. 
 
So dumbfounded by that question, Laurel stared at him mutely. 
 
REVIEWS: 
 
5 stars by Minnie 
“An unusual paranormal with enough romance to satisfy me. The ghost haunting the house was 
believable, and an extra bonus was knowing the area the story is set in.” 
 
5 stars by Jennifer Macaire  
"In this paranormal romance, the story was interesting because both characters have psychic gifts. 
Often, in these stories, it's just the woman or the man. But this book was different. It was two love 
stories in one, and Tricia McGill does a wonderful job tying them together.  Lauren and Eli are a 
fascinating couple. Laurel is outgoing, and Eli is secretive.  The mystery is secondary to the love 
story, but for me, this wasn't a problem. What I liked were the characters and their love story. It 
starts off with Laurel staying in her Great Aunt Maggy's house, after Maggy hurts herself in a fall and 
has to go to a nursing home. In Maggy's home, Laurel hears a little girl singing, and knows she's a 
ghost. Then roses arrive for her Aunt Maggy, and Laurel meets Eli. It's a captivating story, and I 
highly recommend it!"  
 

5 stars "Mystery and Secrets" by Nakita Hanson  
“The mystery and "secrets" in this book were very mysterious. I really enjoyed it and will read 
it again.” 
  
http://sharinglinksandwisdom.blogspot.com  
"I liked the twists and turns of new secrets being revealed throughout the book. They kept me on my 
toes and guessing, which made this a quick read for me. I also liked seeing Laurel and Eli interact 
with each other, as I felt they had good chemistry. I also liked the characters, especially the pets. 
Laurel was an interesting woman who I connected with. Overall, this was a good book with some 
weak points. If you are okay with a more contemporary focus vs. paranormal and if you like 
mysterious men, then this book is for you."  
 

4 stars Amy at archaeolibrarianologist 
“This was a different type of story. It promises to be a bit paranormal and a bit contemporary. I can’t 
disagree with that, however, I do think it is on quite the light side of paranormal. It’s an interesting 
story full of discovery. 
The characters were, well, quite different. The female lead character was outgoing, very friendly, 
and incredibly loving. The male lead character, well, I still haven’t been quite able to discover him. 
He is quiet, loving, and very private.  
It was a good book, the story line was intriguing… I do think this author has promise for becoming a 
great author. I think just a little more attention and a little more “oomph” and this author will earn 

the title of incredible!”  
 
4 stars  T’s Stuff (Teresa Noel) 
“I chose this book because I am a avid reader of paranormal. I love books about ghosts. 
When I saw this book had the spirit of a little girl I jumped at the chance to read it. I was a 



little disappointed that the book did not center a little more on the ghost aspect it was still a 
very good read. The book mostly centers on Laurel and Eli's budding romance, I still set up 
late turning pages. This is a rather short book. I was able to read it in one sitting. The book 
takes place in a suburb of  Melbourne Australia. The stars of the book are Laurel and Eli 
along with 2 cats and Charlie the dog.  
Laurel is staying at her Great Aunt Maggie's place to take care of her pets after Maggie is put 
into a nursing home due to a nasty fall. On Valentine's day a bouquet of roses are delivered 
to the house for Maggie and Laurel decides to find out who sent them so she can let them 
know about Maggie's fall. This is where things get interesting.  
Eli is the nephew of David. David is love of Maggie's life, even though they never got to 
really be together. David passed away several years ago, but before his death asked him to 
carry on with sending roses to Maggie every year on Valentine's day.  
Eli and Laurel meet face to face and sparks immediately fly. They have a lot in common. 
Seeing spirits is the big one. Laurel has been sensing the spirit of a little girl since she first 
arrived at Maggie's house. She has heard the little girl singing and has also been led to a few 
clues in the mystery of the little girl. Eli also senses something there. Laurel and Eli try to 
unravel the mystery of the little girl. 
Along the way a few new mysteries come up and the 2 find them smack dab in the middle. 
Maggie passes away and they find her journal. Eli's father passes away as well a whole 
bunch of mysteries arise. Together Laurel and Eli try to work out all they clues they are 
running across and the deep dark secrets the passing of his father and her Aunt open up.” 


