
THE COVE 
FISHING CLUB 

Hook choice  can be as simple or as 
complicated as you want to make it. Factors 
such as size, shape and weight of the bait, 
size of the target fish’s mouth, strength of 
your line and reel drag and rod dynamics will 
al influence what is the best hook choice for 
each style of fishing. To make the decision 
simpler, start with  the most important 
attribute of a hook: its sharpness. A hook 
point  must be able to penetrate the fish’s 
mouth and must also have the strength to 
hold its shape under pressure. 
Finer gauge  hooks achieve sharper points 
and are the most effective at securing a 
hook-up, but they’re more susceptible to 
straightening under pressure and the hook 
point more easily damaged. 
Thick gauge hooks are more suitable for 
bigger species with hook-bending jaw 
strength, but when using these an angler 
must keep in mind that several firm rod 
strikes may be necessary to ensure the hook-
up is secure. 



For fish that weigh less than five kilograms, choose 
the smallest hook which is still practical for the size 
of bait you’re using-remember that you can catch a 
big fish on a small hook, but it’s hard to catch a 
small fish on a big hook. 
Smaller hooks allow for a more natural presentation 
and weighting of baits. More specific choices are 
required for fish larger than five kilograms o 
accommodate the additional pressure on you rigs. 
These same principles apply when you’re choosing 
hooks such as trebles for lures. Moving the hook 
point across your thumbnail to see if it grabs is a 
simple sharpness teat you can use before your next 
cast. If your hooks aren’t sharp, you won’t catch a 
fish. 



LONG SHANK 
This estuary stalwart is first choice for any whiting 
and garfish anglers, and is just as useful for 
catching small baitfish with the smaller size 12 to 6. 
Flathead anglers  also like the pattern in the larger 
1/0 and 20 sizes. It has a longer shank than the 
standard hook patterns, which is ideal for baiting 
worms, thin fish strips and peeled prawns. The long 
shank length also makes it easier to grip when 
removing it from hooked fish which is great for kids 
and beginners. 

GANGED 
Ganged hooks comprise two or more hooks joined 
by one hook running through the eye of the 
previous hook. This set-up offers anglers a long, 
multi-point hook option that is ideal for rigging 
long/whole pilchard, yakka, slimy mackerel and 
squid baits for flathead, mackerel, snapper and a 
variety of reef fish. 

O’SHAUGHNESSEY 
This strong general-purpose hook pater is popular 
with reef anglers who use the larger sizes with 
squid or big fish-strip baits. Estuary anglers prefer 
the smaller sizes for everyday bait fishing 
techniques and surf anglers targeting tailor like th 
extra shank length and in-line point. 



YOUTUBE VIDEOS 
For those who have access to the internet 
some good sites: 



HOOKS 

Treble 

Octopus Siwash 

Worm Jig 



See over for explanation of 
Hook Type 



1. Bait Hook 10.Keel Fly 
Hook

19. Weighted 
Offset Joint 

Hook

2. Narrow Bait 
Hook

11. Circle Hook 20. Treble Hook

3. Jig Hook 12. Weighted 
Worm Hook. 

21. Weighted 
Treble Hook

4. Wide Gap 
Hook

13. Worm Hook 22. Double 
Hook

5.Weedless 
Wide Gap Hook

14. Octopus 
Hook

23.Double Hook

6. Weedless 
Hook

15. Sickle Hook 24. Bullet 
Jighead

7. J Hook 16. Rounded 
Jighead

25. Umbrella 
Jighead

8. Aberdeen 
Hook

17. Weedless 
Round Jighead

26.Shakey 
Worm Jighead

9. Siwash Hook 18.Twist Shakey 
Jighead

27. Jighead 
Hook



KNOTS 
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