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1. Introduction  

 

In global the term federalism is originated from the Latin word foedus, which referring league to the fact that such a covenant 

is usually the starting point for the merger of two more political entities. While modern federation, originated in 1787 in the 

United States, is often accepted as the first federal system, federalism has a much more ancient history the first documented 

federal system was that of the ancient Israelite tribes that came into being in the thirteenth century before the Common Era or over 

3200 years ago. (Daniel, 20016) K. C. Where, one of the prominent federalism theory scholars, defined federal government as 

"the method of dividing powers so that general and regional governments are each, within a sphere, co-ordinate and independent. 

The Traces of federalism can be found way back in time, according to the political scientists Daniel Elazar, this kind of union of 

federation goes back to stories in the Old Testament where different groups of people came together and created a community 

with common laws and institutions. Even though the idea of federalism has existed for a long period of time, political scientists 

trough out time have had difficulties when it comes to defining a federal state and it is possible to come to the conclusion that 70% 

of the countries today have some kind of federal features. For example the United Kingdom, the UK has autonomous regions but 

is still not (Peterson, 2001) seen as a federal country.  

 

The most populous countries of federalism in Africa are Nigeria (2016), Ethiopia (1994) South Africa in the (1990- 94) and 

Somalia (2004-2018). Federal system is often used as a way of unity divided societies particularly, where divisions are ethnic, 

linguistic religious, and develop the African governance system in order to move ahead from violence, conflict leadership. In 

Somalia, after decades of civil war , the first attempt of federal government were 2004 in Kenya for the Transitional federal 

government (TFG) and later, in 2012, a legitimate government was elected with new president, provisional federal constitution 

was adopted and federal parliament were selected. As federal government in Somali, the expectations are stable and secure, united 

Somalia. According to Dr. Yusuf O Al-Azhari, a veteran civil Somali servant who once held an ambassador position in the last 

Somali civilian government suggests that although military dictatorship followed by civil upheaval could be one of the reasons for 

adopting federalism, there are more reasons. It is the intention of this paper to discuss the establishment of this new federal 

political structure, the challenges that we still face to introduce this new system and the opportunities it provides to correct past 

mistakes, in order to build a strong and viable Somali federal ;state that can safeguard the rights, aspirations and interests of all 

Somalis.  
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Abstract 

Federalism is a highly decentralized form of governance in which two or more states or provinces agree to form and share a 

central federal government and institutions while retaining some of their powers. As a result of new federal system in Somalia, 

there are important questions to ask, these include: how can a penniless country like Somalia, which has been undergoing a 

seemingly endless civil war in the past two decades, and whose governmental institutions have all been destroyed, afford to 

run such a bloated and huge administrative structure? How can the state make up the planned federal government of Somalia 

be successful? How will resources be shared equally among the federal states since this has been a problem in the unitary 

system of governance? The following pages will focus on main questions asked about existing challenges in the 

implementation of the federal system in Somalia, in particular, the south central zones. Federal system of government is 

difficult to manage properly, because to become a real federal nation, requires the central federal administration and state 

governments each having its own three branches of government, namely; the executive, the parliamentary and the judiciary 

often additional units in the form of regions, provinces and districts. 23 In the case of Somalia's new federal system, the 

country is planned to be composed of: (a) The federal government; (b) State governments which are two or more regions may 

federate as mentioned in the new constitution, 2012. (c) Regional administrations; and (d) District administrations. In this 

regard, each state will have its own governor or president, its own parliament and its own courts (first level, appeal, and 

supreme courts). Besides, the constituent states will face and manage separately their own internal affairs i.e., internal security, 

education, health, agriculture/animal husbandry, water resources, etc.; and they will basically share, among themselves, 

foreign relations and defense arrangements only. 
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The yearning for imposing centralized and unitary governments in Somalia has been challenged by the people who are feeling 

the need for further political participation, more freedom in political decision-making and devolution authority. The Central 

Government had to appoint all government capacities at all levels in the governing structures at the centralized governing system 

in the capital. Usually, provincial or regional districts and municipal officials were appointed to areas where their clans/sub-clans 

was not inhabitants (Soscensa, 2011) despite the centralized system promoting nationalism, patriotism and national identity failed 

to give people the power to manage their local affairs or have a say for their potential lives. During centralized governments, if 

anyone wanted a passport, insurance, higher education, and every central thing, they ought to go to Mogadishu (Ali, 2014).  

 

2. Statement of the Problem 
 

Federalism is a highly decentralized form of governance in which two or more states or provinces agree to form and share a 

central federal government and institutions while retaining some of their powers. The federal constitution defines and distributes 

these powers and functions between the central government and the constituent states or provinces with the necessary guarantees. 

In a federal system, it„s involved a lot of merits than other of forms of governance, those are: Conflict management, Economic 

development and, enhance political participation (watts, 2015). 

 

Somalia is facing chronic challenge in regard with implementation of the federalism because of the certain underlining issues 

including constitutional, resisting of the people towards implementation of the federal system as well as the disputes over the 

resource sharing. The critical question, on the other hand, is whether there are enough economic resources, relevant policies and 

functioning institutions to run a federal system of government (AbdirizakHaji, 2014). Many researchers had been carried out 

similar study in different context nevertheless, there is a need to launch this research in Somalia the researcher, therefore, sought 

to examine the challenges likely to undermine the implementation of federal system of government in South Central Somalia. 

 

3. Study Objectives 

 

The study was guided by the following specific objectives: 

i. To assess the effect constitution challenges on implementing of federal system of governance in Somalia. 

ii. To analyze the effect administration challenges on implementing federal system of governance in Somalia. 

iii. To investigate the effect of social challenge on the implementing federal governance system in Somalia.  

iv. To assess the effect of legislature challenges of on implementing federal system of governance in Somalia. 

 

4. Review of Literature 

 

4.1 Theoretical Framework 

 

4.1.1 Scuffle Theory 
 

The Soufflé Theory was proposed by (Parker, 1995) who postulates that there are three major elements of decentralization 

namely administrative, fiscal, and political decentralization. Parker (1995) emphasized that decentralization is a multi-dimensional 

process that proceeds with successes and setbacks. The theory argues that like a Scuffle that needs just the right combination of 

milk, eggs, and heat to rise, a successful program of decentralization must include the right combination of political, fiscal, and 

institutional elements to improve rural development outcomes (Farooq, Shamail, & Awais, 2008; Laryea-Adjei, 2006). 

 

Godda (2014) cited (Hossain, 2000) and opined that administrative decentralization seeks to redistribute authority, 

responsibility and financial resources for providing services among different levels of government. The central government 

transfers some of its responsibilities for planning, financing and management to the local level authorities. By doing so the central 

government gives the local authorities administrative autonomy to respond effectively to the local needs (World Bank, 2008). The 

local authorities can therefore make changes and enforce regulatory decisions to govern various systems at local offices such as 

the procurement system and human resources management-including recruitment and performance management (Godda, 2014). 

In addition, Ghazia (2009) contends that fiscal decentralization gives local government authority and power to generate revenues 

and decide on expenditures. It also transfers some funds from central government to local governments so that the local 

governments can deliver decentralized function. Fiscal decentralization takes many forms like cost recovery through user charges 

and expansion of local revenues through property or sales taxes, or indirect charges. 

 

Despite the propositions of the Soufflé theorist that are in favor of decentralization, governance decentralization has been 

criticized due to several limitations. Saito (2001) posits that decentralization may foster more local royalty to regional identities 

than the national identity, and this may encourage more autonomy from the central government and even a territorial secession in 

multi-ethnic and multi-religious societies, particularly in Africa. This puts the national integrity itself at risk. Secondly, 

decentralization may increase corruption at local level and thus this would not improve accountability. Lastly the increased 

efficiency and effectiveness of public resources may not be realized, since resources (capital, human and even social) available at 

local level in low-income countries are very limited. These scarce resources are more effectively utilized when they are 

concentrated at the national level. Therefore, the theory provides in-depth understanding of various decentralization construct 
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namely financial decentralization, political decentralization, and administrative decentralization variables being examined in this 

study.  

 

4.1.2 Sequential Theory of Decentralization 
 

The Sequential theory of decentralization was proposed by Falleti (2004). The theory contends that decentralization is a set of 

state reforms. As such, decentralization does not include transfers of authority to non-state actors. Akorsu (2015) cited Falleti 

(2004) and noted decentralization reforms may take place in authoritarian as well as democratic contexts, which means that the 

concepts of decentralization and democratization should not be conflated. Notably, (Falleti, 2004; Falleti, 2005) opined that 

sequential theory of decentralization classifies territorial decentralization into political, administrative, and fiscal dimensions. 

 

Awortwi (2011) avers that Falleti‟s sequential theory of decentralization is based on three propositions: First, Institutional 

design of decentralization policies is highly dependent on when those policies take place within the sequence of reforms. 

According to Falleti (2004), political and fiscal decentralization policies that take place early in the sequence tend to increase the 

power of local government actors, whereas early administrative decentralization reforms tend to negatively affect their power. 

Secondly, a set of preferences of national and sub-national actors with regard to types of decentralization. National politicians and 

executives prefer administrative decentralization (A) to fiscal decentralization (F), which in turn is preferred to political 

decentralization (P). Lastly the origin or the state context in which the decentralization process takes place and the timing of each 

reform are crucial (Awortwi, 2011). 

 

Importantly, the sequential theory of decentralization specifies three actors in the policymaking process: the president, 

governors, and mayors. These actors have their territorial preferences (Falleti, 2004); the president prefers the administrative 

dimension because it helps reduce national expenditures through the “downward transfer of responsibilities”. On the other hand, 

local officials (governors and mayors) prefer the political dimension that accompanies gubernatorial and mayoral elections; these 

electoral mechanisms bestow legitimacy on local officials and allow them to further pursue their territorial interests “without fear 

of retaliation” from the president (Falleti, 2004). Based on these core assumptions, (Falleti, 2004; Falleti, 2005) attributes the 

degree of sub-national autonomy to the years surrounding the formulation of decentralization policies. If the president's interest 

prevails in the policy-making process, the degree of sub-national autonomy will be low because administrative decentralization 

only strengthens the presidential authority. However, if the local officials win, political decentralization will lead to a high degree 

of sub national autonomy. The Sequential theory of decentralization is relevant to the current study as it portends that territorial 

decentralization takes either political, administrative, and fiscal dimensions. Consequently, this study will examine the governance 

decentralization variables namely; financial decentralization, administrative decentralization and political decentralization based 

on sequential theory of decentralization. 

 

4.2 Discussion of Key Variables 

 

4.2.1 Constitution Challenges 
 

The establishment of local governance system in some Somali regions is aimed at supporting participatory and inclusive 

government of all population groups, facilitating the delivery of good quality, reliable, affordable and sustainable services to all 

citizens, contributing to reconciliation process; comprised locally elected bodies that are accountable to the citizens, and avoiding 

domination by any party that did not necessarily represent the voice of the community As reported by independent federal 

constitution commission on consultation draft constitution in 2010, Somaliland and Puntland were more advanced in putting in 

place decentralization systems, compared to South-Central Somalia. Somaliland and Puntland have successfully used traditional 

methods of dispute settlement using local leaders ((See Article 48-51 of the New Somali Federal Constitution, 2015). 

 

Mostly, it is these local initiatives that have enabled people to lead their lives with some degree of normality; in several areas 

economic investment and activities have increased without state authority. In Somaliland and Puntland, traditional local 

governance structures have played an active role in peace- and consensus-building efforts and form the basis for a decentralization 

process, mostly to be found at village and district levels and at neighborhood levels for urban centers. This phenomenon can 

become a building block for formal governance structures, where adequate provisions are made for developing representation, 

participation of all citizens, transparency, and accountability Somaliland ((See Article 48-51 of the New Somali Federal 

Constitution, 2015). 

 

In Somaliland, local government structures gradually moved from clan-based local authorities to more legitimate and 

representative structures after 1991 and resulted in a local government of 2001 and elections of councilors and mayors in 16 

districts in 2002. Of these elected district councils, 12 have reportedly changed their executive committee, the Mayor, Deputy 

Mayor and Executive Secretary more than once over the last 5 years. Progress in decentralizing administrative functions has been 

slow and little achievement has been made with regard to fiscal decentralization. Sources of local revenue include land 

registration and annual property fees, store licensing fees, livestock taxes and customs taxes at ports. However, over half of the 

district budgets tend to be spent on staff salaries and allowances (Document, 2018). 
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With the establishment of local institutions of self-government, based on cooperation between clan-based militias, clan elders, 

religious authorities, sometimes shari'a courts, and the businesspeople, relative security has been restored in local areas. 

Everywhere in Somalia, local, district and municipal administrations have been set up - generally under the control of the locally 

dominant violent faction, but usually in cooperation with the local clan groups as well- with the primary task of restoring and 

maintaining security (Services, 2016).  

 

4.2.2 Administration Challenge 
 

With the endorsement of a provisional constitution on 1 August 2012 by Somalia‟s National Constituent Assembly, the 

country formally embarked on the implementation of a federal formula. Ever since, federalism has been a bone of connection, not 

least due to ambiguities over which Political entity is to lead the process of establishing federal member states. Whereas article 

49(1) tasks the federal parliament with establishing an independent Boundaries and Federation Commission and determining the 

number and boundaries of Federal Member States‟, article 49(6) states that „two or more regions may merge to form a Federal 

Member State‟. Even beyond such legal ambiguity- ties, the FGS still grapples with the task of ensuring Somali unity and that the 

state is more than the mere sum of its constituent parts (Document, 2018). 

 

4.2.4 Social Challenge 
 

A proper analysis of the Somali federalism must in fact take into account the formal and informal (extra institutional or 

traditional power sharing in Somalia) power distribution. Since power devolution is a central argument, attaining a fair resources 

distribution and representation in the political arena of Somali politics (Roble, 2015). The provisional constitution of federal 

republic of Somalia clearly states that “The Federal Republic of Somalia is founded upon the fundamental principles of power 

sharing in a federal system.”60 The distribution of resources among Somalia's future states can't be understood as definitive, from 

what one reads in the constitution. The text underlines how resources allocation and use shall be decided fairly and with equity. In 

the absence of other federal laws, the constitution as it is controls but does not check, wish for but does not provide a system of for 

the guaranteeing of a fair distribution of power and resources. The issue of power and resources has been of a paramount 

importance in determining previous decades of Somali history, seems now to be underestimated (Zoppi, 2013). The constitution 

leaves issues on allocation of power open for discussion between the federal government and the federal member states, whereas 

matters concerning foreign affairs, national defense, citizenship and immigration and monetary policy are reserved for the federal 

government (Roble, 2015). 

 

March (2012) believes that the coming years are likely to witness a novel dynamic: the emergence of a regional oil and 

minerals economy. Somalia will have to adapt to this new regional configuration even though it cannot carry out much exploration 

because of security concerns and legal dilemmas over the exploitation of oilfields. This new resource does not help the 

stabilization process: as in other countries it encourages corruption, deepens polarization and weakens social safety nets. It also 

exacerbates the flaws in the federal system. Expectations of greater oil revenues could merely provide a further disturbance to the 

fragile and incomplete normalization of the country. 

 

The new federal constitution defines and distributes the powers and functions between the central state and the constituent 

provinces with the necessary guarantees. In the case 20 of Somalia's new federal system, the country will be composed of: The 

federal government; State governments which are two or more regions out of eighteen regions may federate as mentioned in the 

new constitution, 2012; Regional administrations; and District administrations. In this regard, each state will have its own 

governor or president, its own parliament and its own courts. Besides, the constituent states will finance and manage separately 

their own internal affairs, i.e. internal security, education, health, agriculture/animal husbandry, water resources, etc.; and they 

will basically share, among themselves, foreign relations and defense arrangements only (Constitution S. , 2016). Since the 

collapse of the state in early of 1990s, a new phenomenon emerged. Regionalization tendency took root in all regions of Somali 

communities who had traditionally invested in Mogadishu as a capital city of the country decided to return to their respective 

regions in an attempt to establish regional administrations. This is mainly due to continued failure of central government and inter-

clan conflict that followed the state after the collapse (IGS, 2014). 

 

This constitutional guarantee forms the very essence of a federal system. Furthermore, there are effective government 

structures in many regions within Somalia, which were created when no central government structures existed. These regional 

governments provide governmental services for local people. It is much more efficient to incorporate these regional government 

structures into the administrative and political system of the country, than to relocate all state authority in one central government 

and thereby alienate them. Consequently, the federal system will accommodate existing regional governments, such of Puntland 

and pioneering semiautonomous governments in new liberated areas with ultimate number and demarked boundaries of the 

federal member states to be determined by the new federal republic of Somalia (Mohamed, Challenges and Opportunities of 

Federalism in Mogadishu, Somalia, 2016).  

 

4.2.5 Legislature Challenge 
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Moreover, the international community needs to ensure that its support towards Somalia‟s national process of federalization 

does not fuel internal conflict. One possibility to achieve this objective lies in adopting a flexible process that provides the FGS 

with sufficient room for political man oeuvre, and hands ownership over the state-making process to the Somali people. 

Consequently, all donors should strongly adhere to the Somali Compact, as it continues to be the most suitable framework to assist 

the FGS in rebuilding basic and durable state functions. Even though the Somali Compact is not the silver bullet that will turn the 

long-time „failed state‟ of Somalia into a stellar democracy, its principle tents constitute an important step in reconstructing 

Somalia – not least by coordinating its international supporters. 

 

 More challenging, but of even greater importance, is the unification of the Somali people. For its part, the EU, in addition to 

its already significant contribution to the country‟s security sector, might also consider the possibility of providing support for the 

establishment and promoting national political parties. Genuine political parties with convincing party programmes and an active 

followership that extends beyond a handful of Mogadishu-based politicians could prove to be valuable vehicles in attempts to 

transcend the sub-national purview of political entities, overcome age-old clan-based disputes, and provide viable platforms for 

national dialogue. Ultimately, a democratic trajectory for Somalia will be hard to achieve in the absence of both a unified national 

constituency and effective political parties. 

 

Not entirely unexpectedly, the advancement of Somalia‟s federal agenda has proved to be a contentious process. The resulting 

fragmentation the country has experienced, particularly in recent months, risks perpetuating and even exacerbating its fragility. In 

order to move forward constructively and overcome political instability, the country needs to start building institutions and 

identities that span regional and clan divides. Only then will Somalia stand a chance to achieve the „Vision 2016‟ that the FGS 

devised last September (Roble, 2015). 

 

4.2.6 Implementing Federal System of Governance in Somalia 
 

As a result of new federal system in Somalia, there are important questions to ask, these include: how can a penniless country 

like Somalia, which has been undergoing a seemingly endless civil war in the past two decades, and whose governmental 

institutions have all been destroyed, afford to run such a bloated and huge administrative structure? How can the state make up the 

planned federal government of Somalia be successful? How will resources be shared equally among the federal states since this 

has been a problem in the unitary system of governance? The following pages will focus on main questions asked about existing 

challenges in the implementation of the federal system in Somalia, in particular, the south central zones (Fiidow, 2013). 

 

During the years of conflict, some stability was maintained in specific regions by their local communities, and they believed 

they had demonstrated their ability to manage their affairs at a regional level while remaining loyal and responsible citizens of 

Somalia. To guarantee such regional self-rule, the Constitution should provide and safeguard it. This constitutional guarantee 

forms the very essence of a federal system. Furthermore, there are effective government structures in many regions within 

Somalia, which were created when no central government structures existed. These regional governments provide governmental 

services for local people. It is much more efficient to incorporate these regional government structures into the administrative and 

political system of the country, than to relocate all state authority in one central government and thereby alienate them. 

Consequently, the federal system will accommodate existing regional governments, such of Puntland and pioneering 

semiautonomous governments in new liberated areas with ultimate number and demarked boundaries of the federal member states 

to be determined by the new federal republic of Somalia (Fiidow, 2013). 

 

Federal system of government is difficult to manage properly, because to become a real federal nation, requires the central 

federal administration and state governments each having its own three branches of government, namely; the executive, the 

parliamentary and the judiciary often additional units in the form of regions, provinces and districts. 23 In the case of Somalia's 

new federal system, the country is planned to be composed of: (a) The federal government; (b) State governments which are two 

or more regions may federate as mentioned in the new constitution, 202. (c) Regional administrations; and (d) District 

administrations. In this regard, each state will have its own governor or president, its own parliament and its own courts (first 

level, appeal, and supreme courts). Besides, the constituent states will finance and manage separately their own internal affairs 

i.e., Internal security, education, health, agriculture/animal Husbandry, water resources, etc.; and they will basically share, among 

themselves, foreign relations and defense arrangements only (Constitution, 2016). 

 

While the federal government of Somalia is trying its best to be fully engaged in its federalization duty, the hazy concept of 

federalism, not very clear to many Somalis, has both supporters and opponents within our population. As a Constitutional Review 

Committee, we had the possibility to listen both the opponents and advocates of the federalism and highlight the most important 

issues of contention in order to reach a middle ground for the interest of Somalia and its people (Qassim, 2014). 

 

Despite the good will of the leaders of Somalia to preserve the unity of the country within a federal system of government, 

opponents of federalism label it as harmful and extremely scary political strategy. Many people argue that the federal system is 

not suitable to Somalia because of its people‟s homogeneity: same religion, same language and same culture. The advocates of 

this theory believe that federalism is introduced not to keep Somalis together but to divide them. They also believe that the 

ongoing clan based regional states are very much damaging and divisive. They campaign that clannism is the opposite of 
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nationalism and the antithesis of the Somali-ness itself. The more clan based entities are established, the more the Somali people 

will be physically divided emotionally distanced and their eventual voluntary reach-out demonized. Somalis are usually bonded 

by very beautiful and very much respected affine relationship. The more they are separated by clan based federal entities, the less 

mixed marriage will occur and consequently the general Somali-ness will fade gradually ((See Article 48-51 of the New Somali 

Federal Constitution, 2015). 

 

Another set-back was spotted by the critics of the newly introduced system of government. The pastoralist occupation of the 

majority of the Somali people will not profit from the controlled borders of the federal entities. While farmers are permanently 

settled and emotionally attached to their land, the pastoralists‟ movement from one place to another is an unavoidable reality in 

Somalia. In search of better grazing for their livestock, pastoralists move from one region to another and sometimes try to cross 

the borders of Somalia with Kenya and Ethiopia. Regional state borders may reduce the limitless freedom of movement of the 

pastoral society of Somalia and consequently create disagreement and clashes between neighbour clans, there is no doubt that 

their optimal grazing interest is better safeguarded by a common borderless national territory, the opponents underlined. The right 

of the minority clans within the regional states is another issue that has been raised. The critics of federalism underlined that 

minorities are better protected in a regional autonomy decentralized option. They argue that the clan division of the Somali society 

is the most dangerous element for a federal system to prosper; if neighbor clans are suspiciously vigilant to each other, sub-clans 

from the same root are skeptical about the majority justice to the minority (Qassim, 2014). 
 

5. Research Methodology 

 

This study was conducted by using the explanatory research design to investigate the relationship between international actor 

and conflict also describe research design was international actor and conflict describe the characteristics of respondent. The study 

used cross-sectional case study as research strategy because it was based on variables measured with numbers and analysis with 

statistical procedures and it‟s useful for resource and time available to researcher.  

 

The populations of this study were the Somali Members of parliament consisting of 100 members that was selected from the 

ministry office in Mogadishu Somalia. The sample size consisted of 80 staff of the ministry, to determine the best sample size for 

the population, and the sample size of this study is 100 respondents. A justification of sample size, because the researchers used 

Slovene‟s formula,  
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6. Data Analysis and Results 

 

6.1 Descriptive Statistics 

 

6.1 Descriptive Analysis 
 

The first objective of the study was to establish the effect of constitution challenge on implementation of federal government 

in Somalia. The state that Constitution did not concisely indicate State powers and national government had a mean score of 3.86 

and a standard deviation of 1.26. The statement that lack of community understanding in terms of constitution triggered the 

contradiction in regard with compliance of national charter had a mean score of 3.66 and a standard deviation of 1.85. The 

statement in agreement that weaknesses of constitution limited the implementation of federalism in Somalia had a mean score of 

4.02 and a standard deviation of 0.409. The statement that lack of people involvement throughout formulation of current 

constitution encountered the implementation of federalism in Somalia effectively had a mean score of 4.01 and a standard 

deviation of 0.702.  

 

The statement that clan mistrust increased among Somali community caused citizen‟s and state members not consider the 

national constitution so that constitution became useless had a mean score of 3.99 and a standard deviation of 1.33. The statement 

that the current national constitution was not voted by the Somalia people therefore, people, authorities in states and national 

government do not respect the constitution to implement federalism as per stipulated by the constitution had a mean score of 3.85 

and a standard deviation of 1.59. The statement that constitution not interprets well the resource among regional member states 

and federal government had a mean score of 3.65 and a standard deviation of 1.02. The statement that the current constitution 

needs amendments in terms of clarity of the power and division of responsibility among regional member states and national 

government had a mean score of 3.80 and a standard deviation of 1.40. 

 

The second objective of the study was to determine the effect of administration on implementing federal governance in 

Somalia. The statement in agreement that regional tendency took root in most regions of Somalia had a mean score of 4.23 and a 
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standard deviation of 0.460. The statement in agreement that most people think that federalism might undermine the ability of the 

nation had a mean score of 4.66 and a standard deviation of 0.850. The statement in agreement that Centralization is most 

powerful government system than decentralization had a mean score of 4.02 and a standard deviation of 0.479. The statement that 

inadequate education of the people in regard with federalism had a mean score of 4.01 and a standard deviation of 0.592. The 

statement that federalism is division of the nation among states that are independent each other and even from national 

government had a mean score of 4.33 and a standard deviation of 1.33. The statement if the country opt federal system people 

perhaps fight each other over the resource sharing had a mean score of 3.85 and a standard deviation of 1.09. The statement that 

the decentralization destabilizes the ability of Somali national army since every state has its own troops had a mean score of 3.65 

and a standard deviation of 1.02. The statement that the country might have different presidents whose controls his jurisdiction 

without considering the federal officers of the national government had a mean score of 3.80 and a standard deviation of 1.40. 

 

The third objective of the study was to establish the effect of social challenge on implementation of federal government in 

Somalia. The state that Constitution did not concisely indicate State powers and national government had a mean score of 3.86 

and a standard deviation of 1.26. The statement that lack of community understanding in terms of constitution triggered the 

contradiction in regard with compliance of national charter had a mean score of 3.66 and a standard deviation of 1.85. The 

statement in agreement that weaknesses of constitution limited the implementation of federalism in Somalia had a mean score of 

4.02 and a standard deviation of 0.409. The statement that lack of people involvement throughout formulation of current 

constitution encountered the implementation of federalism in Somalia effectively had a mean score of 4.01 and a standard 

deviation of 0.702. 

 

The fourth objective was to examine the effect of legislature challenge on implementation of federal governance system in 

Somalia. The statement one of the challenges hindering the implementation of federalism in Somalia is Land ownership had a 

mean score of 3.93 and a standard deviation of 0.660. The statement in agreement that resources sharing is also existing challenge 

the reflect the implementation of the federalism in Somalia had a mean score of 4.01 and a standard deviation of 0.750. The 

statement that Somali people fight each other due to the dispute in line with resource sharing had a mean score of 4.72 and a 

standard deviation of 0.779. The statement that most clan-based conflict in Somalia is due to resource sharing an among them had 

a mean score of 4.01 and a standard deviation of 0.692. The statement that resource is constant threat towards implementation of 

federalism had a mean score of 3.33 and a standard deviation of 1.33. The statement in agreement that people are not informed 

well about resource sharing so that they are still fighting the issue of who will take control the resource of the country had a mean 

score of 4.85 and a standard deviation of 0.909. The statement that people seem that they belong the resource of the Country due 

to the power of their clan had a mean score of 3.65 and a standard deviation of 1.02. The statement that Due to lack policy and 

constitution with regard to how to use wisely their source of the country, people constantly battle each other over the resource had 

a mean score of 4.00 and a standard deviation of 0.380. 

 

The statement one of the challenges hindering the implementation of federalism in Somalia is Land ownership had a mean 

score of 3.93 and a standard deviation of 0.660. The statement in agreement that resources sharing is also existing challenge the 

reflect the implementation of the federalism in Somalia had a mean score of 4.01 and a standard deviation of 0.750. The statement 

that Somali people fight each other due to the dispute in line with resource sharing had a mean score of 4.72 and a standard 

deviation of 0.779. The statement that most clan-based conflict in Somalia is due to resource sharing an among them had a mean 

score of 4.01 and a standard deviation of 0.692.  

 

6.2 Correlation Analysis 
 

Pearson Bivariate correlation coefficient was used to compute the correlation between the dependent variable (Implementing 

Federal System of Governance) and the independent variables (Constitution Challenge, Administration Challenge, Social 

Challenge and Legislature Challenge). According to Sekaran, (2015), this relationship is assumed to be linear and the correlation 

coefficient ranges from -1.0 (perfect negative correlation) to +1.0 (perfect positive relationship). The correlation coefficient was 

calculated to determine the strength of the relationship between dependent and independent variables (Kothari & Gang, 2014). 

 

In trying to show the relationship between the study variables and their findings, the study used the Karl Pearson‟s coefficient 

of correlation. According to the findings, it was clear that there was a positive correlation between the independent variables, 

constitution challenge, administration challenge, social challenge and legislature challenge and the dependent variable 

implementing federal governance in Somalia. The analysis indicates the coefficient of correlation, r equal to 0.428, 0.361, 0.346 

and 0.747 constitution challenge, administration challenge, social challenge and legislature challenge for respectively. This 

indicates positive relationship between the independent variable namely constitution challenge, administration challenge, social 

challenge and legislature challenge and the dependent variable implementing federal governance in Somalia. 
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Table 1 Pearson Correlation 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

7. Conclusions and Recommendations 

 

The purpose of this study was to examine the perception the federal system in Somalia, implementation and challenges. The 

first objective of this study was to identify the implementation of federalism. The conducted study found that the perception of the 

majority of respondents was that they agreed that federalism provides perfect implementation including conflict management, 

economic development, protection against tyranny and many others, with the mean index of 1.86. Therefore federalism has key 

implementation and is needed in Somalia. The second objective was to examine the challenges of the federalism. The majority of 

responses disagree that federalism has challenges including regionalism and non-intergovernmental relations, with mean index of 

4.05. 

 

The study sought to find out the problem of what federalism is, what it should do and how and why it was being created. It 

responds the internal demand to understand federal system and its challenges among ordinaries Somali people. Somalia has been 

in the grip of military dictatorship, national disintegration, civil war, terrorism and piracy, for the past 50 years. This country has 

been faced by conflict and corruption, thereby being ineffective to stabilization. Numerous peace conferences have been held for 

Somalia, at least 15, to find lasting solutions, but all these efforts have been fruitless. 

 

The federal system was imposed as top-down better governance by external factors including the international community and 

IGAD during the National Peace and Reconciliation Conference in October-November 2004 in Nairobi, Kenya. In August 2012, 

Somalia adopted new federal constitution following the end of the interim mandate of the Transitional Federal Government 

(TFG). It officially comprises the executive branch of government, with the parliament serving as the legislative branch. It is 

headed by the President of Somalia, to whom the Cabinet reports through the Prime Minister together with the existing regional 

governments, and pioneering semi-autonomous governments in new liberated area. Although it succeeded to establish a federal 

parliament, elected a president and selected a prime minister and a cabinet to establish a national government, it is difficult to 

predict the impact of the federal government in different regions, clans and communities because, lack of local legitimacy and 

support from the people. 

 

In conclusion, to attempt a highly decentralized power in a state that formerly was centralized may have a range of challenges. 

However, there are many problems in new federal system of government, but no more so than the unitary system which Somalia 

experienced. 
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