
 
Northwest Indian Alcohol/Drug  

Specialization Board 
 
The Northwest Indian Alcohol/Drug    
Specialization Board developed certification    
procedures in the fall of 1978 and began        
awarding certificates 1979. The Northwest     
Indian Alcohol/Drug Specialization Board’s    
Certificate is accepted by IHS, DASA,      
NAADAC, ICRC, and most states.  
 
 

LEVELS OF CERTIFICATION 
OFFERED  

 
Chemical Dependency Counselor  

in Training, (CIT) 
 

Chemical Dependency Counselor I,  
(CDC I) 

 
Chemical Dependency Counselor II,  

(CDC II) 
 

Chemical Dependency Counselor III,  
(CDC III) 

 
BOARD MEMBERS 

 
Robert Schmid, CDC III 

 

Christopher Holliday, MS 
 

Christine Dean, MS, CDC III, NACA II 
 

Leon Eagle Tail, MSW 
 

Dr. Russell Willis, PHD 
 

NORTHWEST INDIAN COUNCIL ON  
CHEMICAL DEPENDENCY  

 
The Northwest Indian Council on Chemical      
Dependency (NWICCD) was established in     
1972, to represent all Native American      
Chemical Dependency Programs in the three      
state area of Washington, Oregon, and      
Idaho. The NWICCD believes that     
certification standards for Native American     
Chemical Dependency Counselors must be     
established by people working in Native      
American Chemical Dependency Programs.    
Based upon this premise the NWICCD      
elected delegates to form the Northwest      
Indian Alcohol/Drug Specialization Board.    
Certification by the NWICCD is approved      
by the states of Washington, Oregon, and       
Idaho.  
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“SPECIFIC KNOWLEDGE AND 
COMPETENCE REQUIREMENT” 

 
Knowledge of Ethics/Laws, Drug Pharmacology     
Addiction Theory and competence in each of the        
Twelve Core Functions. 
 

● Screening  
● Intake  
● Orientation  
● Assessment  
● Treatment Planning  
● Referral  
● Report/Recordkeeping  
● Counseling  
● Case Management  
● Crisis Intervention  
● Client Education  
● Consultation 

 
“EXPERIENCE”  

 
To be certified Chemical Dependency Counselor      
I, (CDC I), Individuals must complete 2,000       
hours of chemical dependency counseling     
experience in a state-approved or IHS approved       
chemical dependency program supervised by a      
certified chemical dependency counselor as     
described in the Certification Manual. For CDC       
II or CDC III certification the experience       
requirements are the same as the CDC I (above)         
except for CDC II 5,000 hours must be        
completed and 10,000 hours for CDC III must        
be completed.  

 
EDUCATION REQUIREMENTS  

 
Counselor in Training, (CIT) 

Have working knowledge of chemical     
dependency treatment and be enrolled in classes       
needed for for level I certification (CDC I). Must         
have documented proof of two years of sobriety.        
Be working under the supervision of a Clinical        
Supervisor or level III counselor. Carry a       
caseload of 1 or 2 and co-facilitate groups.  

Chemical Dependency Counselor I, CDC I 
Satisfactory completion of Sixty (60)     
college/university credit hours of chemical     
dependency coursework (or equivalent) as     
described in the Certification Manual. Take and       
pass the NAADAC test with a score of 170 or          
higher.  
Chemical Dependency Counselor II, CDC II 

Satisfactory completion of Forty (40) additional      
college/university credit hours of chemical     
dependency coursework (or equivalent) as     
described in the Certification Manual. Complete      
test in areas of Alcoholism and Native       
Americans, Cultural Diversity, and 12 Core      
functions.  
Chemical Dependency Counselor III, CDC III 
Satisfactory completion of Forty (40) additional      
college/university credit hours of chemical     
dependency coursework (or equivalent) as     
described in the Certification Manual. Submit a       
Case Study to the Board and pass verbal testing         
with the board.  

 
EDUCATION REQUIREMENTS  

COUNSELOR I  
 
Satisfactory completion of Sixty (60) credit      
hours course work in an accredited College or        
University (or equivalent), which includes     
distinct courses in the following topic areas:  

a) Intro to, or Survey of Chemical Dependency 
b) Physiology/Pharmacology of Drug/Alcohol   

use 
c) Chemical Dependency Counseling Skills  
d) Group Counseling Skills For Chemical     

Dependency Counselors  
e) Chemical Dependency And The Family  
f) Chemical Dependency Case Management;    

including but not limited to: record keeping,       
problem list, treatment plan, progress notes,      
discharge summary, referral and assessment.  

g) HIV/AIDS/ Bloodborne Pathogens/STDs 
h) Ethics in Chemical Dependency Treatment; 
i) Chemical Dependency and the Laws 

The Chemical Dependency Counselor will     
complete an additional twelve (12) quarter credit       
hours, or eight (8) semester credit hours of        
education/training from an accredited    
college/university (or equivalent), or State     
approved training in the following areas:  

a) Relapse Prevention; 
b) Youth Chemical Dependency, Assessment    

and Counseling; 
c) Cultural Awareness; 
d) Alcoholism and Native Americans  
e) 12 core functions  
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