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Directors Message for June
I guess by now everyone knows that Gary and Patti Hamilton have stepped down as
Tennessee District Directors. I would like to take this opportunity to thank them for all the
hard work they have put into this district. They have brought the district a long way from
where it was a few years ago. It takes a lot of dedication and long hours to make the changes they have made. I also want to thank Gary for the mentoring he has given us, without it
we would never have taken the chance to be your new District Directors. Now you might
think you have seen the last of Gary and Patti but not so fast they will be here and working
hard for a long time (I hope). Gary has agreed to stay on in the position of Senior Ride Educator. So Gary will be setting up the rider education classes and teaching some of the classes. Also he will be teaching MFA classes as he always has. Patti is also staying very active;
she will be continuing on with our news letter and also teaching the MFA classes. I am sure
we are going to see a lot more of this couple on their trike and at chapter gatherings.
I would also like to thank the District Team for staying with us. Most of the team will
continue working for the district members and helping us keep the district moving forward.
Check out the team list in the newsletter and on the new web site. Yes I said new web site.
Don Luth, our new web master, has the site up and running. You can use the same Domain Name (www.gwrratn.org). The site looks good but you may find a few things missing
or something you would like to see on the web site, well let us know and we will see what
we can do.
I guess you may want to know a little about your new district directors. Well to start
with you might notice that I use the word “us” a lot. The reason for that is as you all
should know Jan and I are a team of our own. So when we took this position it was as a
team. I would never expect to accomplish much without our full team (Jan & Dennis).
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Jan and I have been riding since 1964, we started like most people do with a small bike and quickly worked our
way up. In 1974 we started tour riding around the country. Our first trip was to the rally in Sturgis South Dakota, we lived in Minnesota, so it was not a long trip. We found a group to ride with and took at least one trip every
summer. We still ride with a couple out of that group. We worked our way up first to Yamaha 750 CC then to
the Yamaha Venture 1200 CC Then to the Yamaha Venture 1300 CC. After putting 100,000 miles on my 1992
Venture we were looking for a new touring bike and turned to the Gold Wing. We bought the Blue 2007 1800
that I am still riding. When the kids were small Jan got her license and we bought a bike for her. She drove for
quite a few years and then decided to help me. We have belonged to a few motorcycle clubs during this time and
enjoyed the safety in group riding. We joined GWRRA in 2009. We participate with Chapter Q in Clarksville.
We were looking for a group of people to ride with that believed in safe riding and enjoyed riding. We found just
that in GWRRA.
What do we plan to accomplish as District Directors? Well we are planning to keep the district moving in a
positive direction. We hope to assist the chapters with recruiting new members and build our numbers. We will
promote the Ride Education Program and the University Program. We will be asking for everyone to help.
When I say we need your help I mean everyone, not just the officers but everyone. We are going to need help not
only at the district level but also from one chapter to another. Our numbers are down and they keep falling so
let’s find a way to help each other promote the Association and keep it going.
Dennis & Jan Peterson
TN District Directors
gwrratn.dd@gmail.com
931-302-5283

Page 3

TN District News

Richard and Connie Pendleton
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Vickie and Troy Hurt
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Hi Everyone,
As your new District Couple, we hope to make Tennessee proud of your selection. As long-time members
of our great association we hope to share many of the benefits that we have been fortunate to experience
over the years being around our extended family. The Goldwing brought Me and Merrilee together approx.
20 years ago when Kathy and I moved from Ohio to Tennessee. Merrilee and her husband Bill became our
best friends. My wife at the time was Kathy and riding Goldwing’s brought us together in our small town
of Lafollette. We introduced Bill & Merrilee to chapter life and many of our Goldwing friends throughout
Tennessee and beyond. We had many Goldwing trips and vacations together, attending many rallies over
the years. As best friends, never a week would go by that we were not out on our Goldwing’s or getting
together to play cards or one of the many games we enjoyed together.
Back in August 2016, Bill fell and injured his back and the situation eventually took his life in January 2017.
Three short months later, after returning from our annual trip to Florida on out new Trike, Kathy developed a persistent cough that was later diagnosed as a heart valve problem that was caused from a childhood
illness when she had rheumatic fever. Surgery to replace the valve resulted in the heart rupturing in the recovery room after successful mitral valve replacement. Kathy died in April.. Knowing Merrilee just lost her husband Bill, she was the first person I contacted for help dealing with all the funeral arrangements and the
many things you are faced with in the death of a spouse.
Over the next several months Merrilee and I realized there was much more to our friendship than we realized. Merrilee had her motorcycle endorsement and was determined to take over the reins of Bill’s Trike.
It was important to her to stay connected with the many chapter friends she made over the past 20 years
and she knew there were several ladies in our Chapter B who started to ride after the death of their spouses.
Several months after losing our spouses we decided to get married; we became a married couple in late 2017.
Our Chapter B family decided to select Merrilee & I as their Chapter couple and we wanted so much to
represent our chapter B for their love and support of our new relationship. Kathy and Bill are always in our
thoughts and memories and we continue to love and miss them tremendously.
The Goldwing and GWRRA have made such an impact on our past lives, the association brought us together
and continues to be a very special part of our continued life. Thank you all for supporting us as we try our
best to represent Tennessee and our Goldwing association.
Tom & Merrilee Peck
Tennessee District Couple of the Year 2019
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Event Coordinators
Spring Fling Has Flung
We had a great time at Spring Fling 2019. If you were there I would guess you had fun also. If you weren’t
there you missed out on not only a lot of fun but on making new friends, seeing some old friends, making
great memories and the opportunity to get some wonderful products for your bike, yourself or your significant other. There were plenty of changes that transpired at Spring Fling, Gary and Patti Hamilton stepped
down as District Directors. Although Gary and Patti stepped down as District Directors they are still on staff
in another position. They have done a great job in that position and we thoroughly enjoyed working with
them for the past five years. We have new District Directors, Dennis and Jan Peterson. They have put a lot of
their staff together and announced some of them at Spring Fling. Renee and I decided to step down as District University Coordinators. David and Karen Hill will be taking our position as District University Coordinators. We will still be on staff in a new position as Event Coordinators. We look forward to working with
Dennis and Jan in our new position. A few of our responsibilities will be coordinating Chapter Challenges at
different events, Spring Fling Talent Show and assisting with emceeing district events. So to answer your
question, yes, I will still be looking for “victims” to participate in different activities while attending District
events. No one is safe; just ask Janice McGlothlin, she found out that anyone could show up at her house at
any time. Other victims included Jere Goodman, Sherry Goodman, Bob McClung, Vickie Hurt, Rudy
Copeland, and Bill Smith just to name a few. Trust me though; being a victim can be a lot of fun. If you don’t
know what we’re talking about make sure you are at Spring Fling next year for the experience. In other news
we had enough frozen fruit to make lemonade for the hospitality room and even had banana splits that no
one would eat. If you’re still confused and wondering what we are talking about, ask someone who participated in the Chapter Challenge. We had ten Chapters participate in the Chapter Challenge and fifteen acts in the
Talent Show. Several of the Talent Show participants said the most fun was practicing with the Chapter before Spring Fling. Based on how much fun they had in the show, the practices must have been a hoot. We are
looking forward to the next district event and hope you are too.

Max and Renee Thomas
Event Coordinators
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District Membership Enhancement
Program Coordinators (MEPC)
Dennis and Anne Greer

Anne and I would like to thank everyone for the visits, cards, emails, and text messages wishing us a speedy
recovery. Also, a very big thanks to Randy Galloway and Murray Duncan for driving to Johnson City to pick
up my bike and returning it to Manchester. Turns out the bike was in better shape than Anne and me. However we are on the mend and will be out and about as soon as the Dr gives us the green light.
If you missed Spring Fling you missed another opportunity to laugh and enjoy the
company of almost 300 fellow Gold wingers. The biggest event in the Membership
Enhancement area was the selection of the 2019 District Couple Of the Year (COY).
Tom and Marilee Peck were selected as our 2019 District COY. Congratulate them
the next time you see them.
The 2019 International COYs were announced on Thursday evening. The 1st Southeast
International COY is Carl and Kathy Williams from FL-2G. They were part of the TN
District selection committee. Congratulate them the next time you see them.
We had a COY social for all past and present Couples of the Year

Max had his hands full with the Chapter Challenge with 9 different Chapters from 3
Districts. This was a close contest that resulted in a tie for 1st place and a runoff. The
Florida District beat out TN-N for 1st place.
Max also MC’d the talent show again. There were some really good acts in both the serious and comedy.
Out of state 1st place was Kathy Williams (FL-2G) and 2nd place was the NC District Team. 1st place humor
went to TN-C with a movie theater theme. Turns out, TN-Y had the same skit but chose to perform an
impromptu serious act. 2nd place humor went to TN-Z. TN-Z also won 1st place serious with a patriotic
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theme. 2nd place serious was a song by Mike Burkitt the District Motorist Awareness Program Coordinator.
The 2018 newsletter of the year was presented to Brian Richards from TN-M. Brian also won the 2019 1st
quarter newsletter award.
We had our 1st ever “pet” costume contest. 1st place was “Sweet Pea” owned by Judy Schramm of TN-A. 2nd
place was “Kaida” owned by Renee Thomas of TN-Y. In our more traditional costume contest, 1st place Individual was Carl Williams from FL-2G and 2nd place was his wife Kathy. 1st place couple was Lorrie Thomas
and Dan Clark from VA-L. Lorrie made their costumes. 2nd place was Carl and Kathy Williams. 1st place
Chapter was the Cedar Creek Wings from AL-S. 2nd place was TN-Y. They called themselves the Luau’N
Wings to keep in theme.
TN-Y won the Chapter Pride contest and showcased it at the closing ceremonies. 1st place Chapter Shirts
was TN-Z and 2nd place was TN-Y. 1st place Mascot was TN-O and 2nd place was TN-Z. 1st place Scrapbook
was TN-O and 2nd place was TN-Y. Finally, FL-1D took 1st place in the Banner contest and TN-Z took 2nd.

The Chapters did a fabulous job with their baskets again. There were a couple baskets with over $100 cash
and others with lottery tickets.
Until next time,
Dennis and Anne Greer
TN District MEPCs
Please correspond with me at: TN.MEPC@gmail.com

Page 9

TN District News

This is a slack time for MFA/CPR classes as riding season is in full swing along with rally season.
We just returned from Roane Mountain after attending the 36th annual Roane Mountain
Steakout. Chapter TN C does an amazing job feeding hoards of people 3 great meals over the course
of a weekend. They also had games and a guided ride. Eight of us from Chapter Z attended and had a
great weekend. Whoever placed the order for the weekend weather did a super job!!!
As you go out for a ride whether for an afternoon ride, dinner ride, weekend getaway or an extended trip, please be sure to stay hydrated and take frequent breaks along the way. We also encourage
you as you ride with friends or as a chapter, PLEASE, if you have any health issues, share them with
your riding companions so that you can all look out for each other.
On this last weekend of May, I would like to take a moment to say a heart felt THANK YOU
to all who have given so much for the freedom of so many. All of our military men and women deserve our utmost appreciation.

Charlie and Pam Huffman

Page 10

TN District News

Clayton Massey
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Message from your District Educators Gary & Patti Hamilton

WE ARE BACK!
Patti and I want to thank Dennis and Jan for asking us to step back in to Rider Education. We know things
have changed a lot but look forward to working with the chapters to provide training and help keep their levels
up to date. At the Operations meeting we put together a list for all the chapters showing what training or updates each member needed to keep current in the levels program. We plan to work with each chapter and help
recruit new people into the levels program. We see that we no longer have a chapter educator this had sort of
gone to the wayside. We will try and work with you to bring more into the levels program as well help those
already in the levels program to stay current or get back current. Just remember that if you do not want the
patch the program is free. No cost to sign up for level I. With the exception of the Master Tour Rider Level IV
if you do not want a patch then it is free.
We have started off with ARC/TRC classes in Maryville, and just last week we had an ARC/TRC class in Gallatin. Good turn out for both classes even though it rained in Maryville, and was in the middle 90’s in Gallatin.
We are working with Chapter O in Cleveland to put together an ARC/TRC class in July. Remember that if you
need a class then you can sign up for one at Wing Ding. They are having several classes offered. We are looking
to possibly do a class in West Tennessee, and another in Middle Tennessee. Talking with Chapter F in Morristown to see if we could have one there. Some of these classes will be in the fall when it is cooler.
We plan to work closely with Medic First Aid Coordinators Charlie and Pam Huffman to make sure our members are up to date on CPR training.
Congratulations to Jerry Keys from Chapter F in Morristown on becoming a rider Coach in ARC. He has now
taught two classes and has done a great job. Congratulation’s to Dennis Peterson and Alvin Nelson on becoming MIT’s (Master Instructor Trainers).

Thanks to Steve Thomas for setting up the rider classes in Gallatin. Great job Steve.
Ride safe and have fun
Gary & Patti Hamilton
Senior District Educators
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Roger and Marie Crow

SPRING FLING 2019 REVIEW
Spring Fling 2019 was exciting and the weather was hot with rain coming in on Saturday afternoon and into
Sunday. This meant that all had to work between the rain storms to load up their items before heading home.
The Rider Ed table was busy with Bike & Light Show registration, sign-ups for guided rides, selling of pins &
patches and games being played for prizes. In addition, information was provided on the Levels Program.
There were 24 contestants registered in the bike show with bike show judges determining the winners. Plaques
for 1st and 2nd Place were awarded in each of the show categories as indicated below.
BIKE SHOW WINNERS

1800 Bikes

1st Place Rick Smith TN-E
2nd Place Frank Washington TN-Q

1800 Trikes

1st Place Dallas Petty AL-N
2nd Place David & Karen Hill TN-H

1500 Bikes

1st Place Troy Hurt TN-A
2nd Place No Other Contestants

1500 Trikes 1st Place Art Seely TN-E
2nd Place Frank Vanderschaaf TN-H
1200 Bikes & Trikes
1100 Bikes & Trikes
1000 Bikes & Trikes

No Contestants
No Contestants
No Contestants

Valkyrie

1st Place Barry Glenn TN-E
2nd Place David Gregory TN-A2

All Others

1st Place (Can-Am) Judy Schramm TN-A
2nd Place No Other Contestants

Best of Show Mike Reed OH-A
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There were 7 contestants registered in light show with the winners listed below. Each were judged on Continuity, Pattern, Appearance and Creativity.
LIGHT SHOW WINNERS

Class I (all bikes & trikes with non-flashing lights)
Jack Wheeler TN-A
Class II (all bikes & trikes w/sidecar and/or trailer w/non-flashing lights)
No Contestants
Class III (all bikes, trikes, trailers, sidecars w/computerized lighting & flashing lights) Phillip Williams MS-F

There were two Rider Education Co-Rider Seminars:
·

1st Co-Rider Seminar had 11 participants – Instructors: John McGlothlin & Murray Dunkin

·

2nd Co-Rider Seminar 7 participants – Instructor: Roger Crowe

Medic 1st - FA/CPR/ADE

5 participants – Instructors: Charlie & Pam Huffman
MASTERS BREAKFAST
The Masters Breakfast had 72 members attend to enjoy the camaraderie and the wonderful buffet, which was
catered by our host Ramada Inn. Thank you very much to the servers for their time and effort in making the
breakfast very enjoyable.

Susan Huttman, Team GWRRA Director-Rider Education, was the guest speaker. Thank you for relating the
importance of the Rider Education Program and the responsibility of us as Masters.
OVERALL COMMENT

As has been stated by many that attended, this was a great rally presented by the Tennessee District Staff and
they are looking forward to next year.
Thanks again to all that attended. Ride safe and have fun!
Roger and Marie
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TENNESSEE DISTRICT STAFF
District Director
Dennis & Jan Peterson
931-302-5283
gwrratn.dd@gmail.com

Assistant District Director
Vickie & Troy Hurt
615-351-6629
gwrrachaptera@gmail.com

Assistant District Directors
Connie & Richard Pendleton
423-914-5275
r-cpend@charter.net

District Rider Educator
Gary & Patti Hamilton
865-982-7905
tn.gw.de2019@gmail.com

Assistant Rider Educator
Roger & Marie Crowe
423-892-2976
racrowe1@comcast.net

Medic First Aid Coordinator
Charlie and Pam Huffman
931-215-1650
huffmanpam26@gmail.com

Membership Enhancement Coordinator
Dennis & Anne Greer
931-728-1463
TN.MEPC@gmail.com

Motorist Awareness Coordinator
Clayton Massey
423-946-1818
clayton1910@gmail.com

Ride Coordinator
Bobby Cash
865-705-7657
tn.ridecoordinator@gmail.com

Special Events Coordinator
Max & Renee’ Thomas
615-202-0499
mlt1958@comcast.net

Treasurer
Bob Mack
865-258-9872
thunderchief452@yahoo.com

University Coordinator
David & Karen Hill
615-300-2977
tnwingrider@me.com

Webmaster
Donald & Sheila Luth
615-830-9131
dluth3@gmail.com

District Couple of the Year
Tom & Merrilee Peck
423-907-9712
tomkatpeck@msn.com
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