
Visit us on Facebook at TN Chapter V Riders

GWRRA CHOO CHOO WINGS TN CHAPTER V

Chapter V meets every second Saturday of the month at Southern Honda Powersports.
Eat and Greet begins at 9am and the FUN begins at 10am, so come out and join us!

April FRIENDS for FUN, SAFETY, KNOWLEDGE 2020

GWRRA

Tn Chapter V

Choo choo wings

Chattanooga, TN

Chapter Director’s Thoughts

Hello Everyone,

Well we have been busy in my short time as Chapter Director. We have

visited several different Chapters within Tennessee and plan of visiting

many more. I would like for you all to come along for some of the visits

because it is quite enjoyable meeting fellow wingers. We have been on

the hunt for the travel plaque and so far, it has eluded us, but we will continue to try and

capture it for our Chapter. In February, we had the Winter Operations meeting that was

held by new District Director Dennis Peterson in Lebanon TN. I was sworn in as your Di-
rector along with two other new GWRRA Chapter Directors during the meeting. The meet-

ing was informative as to what the Leadership of each Chapter needs to do, and emphasis

was placed on making sure that the Chapters are having fun and riding. I know the weath-
er has not been our friend these past months but I’m hoping that the sunshine will come

out soon and we will be able to ride safely and enjoy each other.

I would like to encourage you all to join this train that is rolling down the tracks to new and

fun destinations! I encourage you all to bring your ideas to the meetings and let’s do this

as a team! We will be doing a lot of riding as the weather warms up, but let’s not let the

weather keep us from going and doing things. Let’s do it on 2, 3 or 4 wheels, as long as

we have fun doing it. I want to thank you all for not giving up on this Chapter and thank
you for wanting to be a member of this Chapter, because without you there would be no

Chapter. So, let’s get our wheels turning and putting Chapter V back on the track!

We hosted a Rider Seminar on March 13, 2020 which was free to attend and was taught by

Roger and Marie Crowe. We will be hosting other seminars in the future as well. This is a
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great opportunity for you to learn new things with riding. We are nev-

er too advanced in riding to not want to continue to learn new ideas
that will be beneficial to us.

Let’s remember Spring Fling is coming up April 30th thru May 2nd,

2020 and this would be another great opportunity to meet some other

GWRRA members and have fun. I hope to see you there.

Ride Safe!

Corliss Cooper
Corliss Cooper

Chapter Director

directorofchapterv@gmail.com

The frog says his name is Kermit Jagger, his dad is Mick Jagger,
and that it's okay, he knows the bank manager.

Patty explains that he will need to secure the loan with some collat-
eral.

The frog says, "Sure. I have this," and produces a tiny porcelain ele-
phant, about an inch tall, bright pink and perfectly formed.

Very confused, Patty explains that she'll have to consult with the bank manager and disap-
pears into a back office.

She finds the manager and says, "There's a frog called Kermit Jagger out there who claims
to know you and wants to borrow $30,000, and he wants to use this as collateral." She holds
up the tiny pink elephant. "I mean, what in the world is this?"

The bank manager looks back at her and says, "It's a knickknack, Patty Whack. Give the frog
a loan. His old man's a Rolling Stone."

(You sang it, didn't you? Yeah, I know you did.)

A frog goes into a bank and approaches the teller. He can see from
her nameplate that her name is Patty Whack.

"Miss Whack, I'd like to get a $30,000 loan to take a holiday."

Patty looks at the frog in disbelief and asks his name.
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From Your Ride Coordinators

Here’s the question, “Don’t we just love riding?”

I can see you nodding your head and saying with a LOUD

voice, “YES, WE DO!”

With that being said, we realize that if you haven’t been

out riding yet, its just a matter of time before you hit the

open road. At times we don’t think before we saddle up

and ride out on those open roads, but I want to just remind us about being safe. One thing

that we all want to accomplish is being able to go home and ride again another day. In the

state of Tennessee from 2008-2016 there were some 1,967 motorcycle fatalities and in

2008 alone, there were some 3,257 motorcycle crashes. We need to do our best in trying

to bring down those numbers.

Tell your friends, family, and co-workers that you ride a motorcycle and that to look twice

for you. Maybe if we can’t get people to understand that I have friends and family out on

their bikes that just maybe they will be more focused (just maybe).

On the other hand, let’s make sure we are doing our part as a rider:

1. Always wear a helmet

2. Watch your speed

3. Use your turn signals

4. Watch your distance

5. Use both brakes

6. Avoid blind spots.

Now let’s get together and do some riding, eating and fellowship-

ping!

Your ride coordinators’

Kenneth/Karen Dupree

Kenneth & Karen Dupree
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History of GWRRA

TN Chapter V

Chapter Colors & Chapter Logo

NOTE: There are many gaps in the history of GWRRA TN Chapter V as some of the histori-
cal records are not available from the GWRRA Home Office or from previous Chapter
Directors. Most of the available information was documented by George Eddie Mad-
dux, the Chapter Historian in 2007.

It is unclear when TN Chapter V was originally chartered. It is possible that the first charter
could have occurred between 1982 and 1983 based upon the GWRRA join dates of a cou-
ple of our chapter participants. A charter for the creation/recreation of TN Chapter V was
dated April 15, 1995 and reflects that Richard K. Carrigan was the Chapter Director at the
time. That charter was displayed in the March edition of this newsletter.

With so much of Chattanooga’s history involving trains, and the Chattanooga Choo Choo
song written by Mack Gordon in 1941 and made famous as a big band tune played by the
Glenn Miller Orchestra. It only seemed natural that GWRRA TN Chapter V would adopt the

nickname of Choo Choo Wings.

Although the original chapter colors have not been documented, I

have been told by one of the Original Charter Members, Willie
and Evelyn Lewis, that the chapter wore railroad bib overalls with

a pin stripped hat as pictured here.

When Beverly and I joined GWRRA on 2006,
the chapter shirt for TN Chapter V was a cambree blue denim without a

chapter logo. The back of the chapter shirt is pictured
here.

The chapter adopted a whimsical version of a locomo-
tive as the chapter logo in late 2005 to early 2006.
That logo appeared on chapter newsletters and was

made into a fabric patch which could be sewn onto
chapter vests and shirts.

While attending the Tennessee District Cupid’s Capers in Paris Landing
State Park during February 2008, Beverly and I saw a display upon which
was an original TN Chapter V patch. The chapter participants who had
accompanied us to the event stated that they were unaware the TN-V had
a chapter Patch. The chapter decided to change the color of the chapter
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shirts and return to a similar logo as had been displayed at Cupid’s Capers.

After much discussion and consideration, the chapter chose Carolina

Blue as the chapter color the “original logo” which was displayed on
the chapter newsletter and chapter shirts.

Sometime between 2011 and 2012, the chapter felt
that the chapter color and logo needed to be up-
graded and more reflective of the twenty-first century. High visibility (Hi-
Viz) yellow was selected which might make a rider and co-rider more vis-
ible while on a group ride. The logo also reflected a more modern look,

like the logo that had been recently adopted by the Tennessee District.

Next month, we will look at the Chapter Directors and Chapter Couples
of the Year throughout TN Chapter V’s history.

Jim & Beverly Rambo

Chapter MEC

Jim & Beverly Rambo

There was an elderly couple who in their old age noticed that they were getting a lot more
forgetful, so they decided to go to the doctor. The doctor told them that they should start

writing things down, so they don't forget.

They went home and the old lady told her husband to get her a bowl of ice cream. "You

might want to write it down," she said. The husband said, "No, I can remember that you
want a bowl of ice cream."

She then told her husband she wanted a bowl of ice cream with whipped cream. "Write it

down," she told him, and again he said, "No, no, I can remember you want a bowl of ice
cream with whipped cream."

Then the old lady said she wants a bowl of ice cream with whipped cream and a cherry on
top. "Write it down," she told her husband and again he said, "No, I got it. You want a bowl

of ice cream with whipped cream and a cherry on top."

So, he goes to get the ice cream and spends an unusually long time in the kitchen, over 30
minutes.

He comes out to his wife and hands her a plate of eggs and bacon.

The old wife stares at the plate for a moment, then looks at her husband and asks,
"Where's the toast?"
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Our history with Motorcycles
By Peter Hanson

This is a picture of me taken in January 1971
sitting on my first motorcycle, a 1965 BSA Ban-

tam. I bought this bike from a friend who told me
that it had originally been used by the GPO
(British Postal Service). The attached leg
guards were an accessory that the GPO used to
put on most or all of their bikes. The bike had a

175cc, single cylinder, 2-stroke engine. It had a
listed top speed of 57 mph, but I reckon that
was only going downhill with a tailwind! In any
event it had a habit of not wanting to start and,
since I was never much of a mechanic, it spent

a lot of time parked in the shed. One time when
I was riding the 50 miles back home, I was able to slipstream in behind a coal delivery

truck that was trundling along doing about 60. Not only did this get my speed up a little but
it gave some shelter from the cold English rain. When I got home my mother barely recog-

nized me, covered from head to toe in black coal dust.

The picture was taken by a cute young lady on either our first or second date. She had al-
ways wanted a motorcycle but it was the one thing that her dad had told her she could not
have. Being the rebellious type, and being 3,000 miles away from home, she did not have
to be asked twice to jump on the back and hope that dad would forgive her. We spent the
next few months together and the rest, as they say, is history.

We were married the following year by which time the BSA was long gone. In between
working, starting a family, and emigrating, motorcycles were far from our minds. Then,
when we were in our mid 50’s, one of our daughters bought a Kawasaki Ninja and that re-
kindled the interest. Johnnie Lanham, a friend that I worked with, encouraged me to take

the MSF course, which I did at Southeast High School in Dalton. The next day I picked up
a Honda Shadow 750 Aero, the first bike I had owned in over 30 years. We kept it for
about 6 months but it just wasn’t big enough to ride 2 up for any distance in comfort. Next
came a VTX 1300 which carried us from Tampa Bay to the Canadian border, including the
full length of the BRP and the Skyline Drive, among many other rides. The next step was

to get a big touring bike so that Wendy could sit in an armchair on the back instead of rest-
ing up against a sissy bar. So we traded for an Ultra Classic.

Funnily enough, this was around the time that she got interested in having her own bike.
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She also took and passed the MSF course and, since then, has steadily moved up the lad-
der, from a Honda Rebel to a 150 cc scooter to a 250cc Sym, to a Honda DN01, to a Can-

Am Spyder RTS. Wendy’s first rides on 3 wheels were a learning experience, but she now
has no trouble keeping up with me going over the mountains, not that I am any kind of speed

demon.

Meanwhile after owning 2 Harleys I went to Demo Day at Southern in the summer of 2018
and fell in love with the new Wing, which I purchased the very next day. We have ridden

these 2 bikes together to Key West and to the Hill Country of Texas and are planning later
this year to take the scenic route back up to Rochester, NY.

Here we are on a recent jaunt over Fort Mountain.

What’s Happening at SPRING FLING?

By Roger & Marie Crowe, Senior TN ADE

Spring Fling (April 30 to May 2) will be here before we know it. Here are some items for
those that are interested in the Bike Show, Light Show, Masters Breakfast and Rider Educa-
tion Seminars.

BIKE SHOW

The bike show will again be under Tennessee Bike Show rules (copies provided when
registering), NOT national (GWRRA) rules.

There will be nine classes. We are going to have 1800 bike, 1800 trike, 1500 bike and
1500 trike classes. In the 1200, 1100, 1000, Valkyrie and Others class will include
both bikes and trikes together in each category. Bikes with add-on kits (Voyager, etc)
will be in the Valkyrie or Others class. There will not be any separate classes with
trailers and or sidecars.
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All participants must be fully registered for Spring Fling. No bike show registra-
tions will be accepted after 5:00 PM deadline on Friday May 1, 2020.

Awards will be given out for 1st and 2nd places in each of the nine classes as well as a
Best of Show Award.

LIGHT SHOW

Class I

Class II

Class III

Anything goes with lighting as long as the lights are mounted and wired and
do not in any way, jeopardize the safe operation of the motorcycle.

All participants must be fully registered for Spring Fling.

No light show registrations will be accepted after 5:00 PM deadline on Thursday

April 30, 2020.

The number of lights on the bike will not determine the winner. Judging will be based
upon the continuity, the overall pattern and the general appearance of the display.

The lights, mounting and wiring cannot, in any way, jeopardize the safe operation of
the motorcycle.

Plaques will be given out for 1st place only in each of the three classes.

MASTERS BREAKFAST

Cost is $15.00 for each person. You must be pre-registered for the Masters Break-
fast. No tickets will be sold on site.

All motorcycles and trikes with non-flashing lights. Exception: 4-way
stock flashers, modulating headlight and/or alternating flashing brake

lights. Any color is acceptable.

All lights, mountings and wires must be permanently attached to the cy-
cle and accessories and must not interfere with the safe operation of
the motorcycle. (No taped on or tied-on temporary lights.)

Motorcycles and trikes with a sidecar and/or trailer with non-flashing
lights. Rules are same as above.

All bikes, trikes, trailers and sidecars with computerized lighting and
flashing lights will be in this class.

(If flashing lights are only 4-way stock flashers, modulating head-
lights or alternating brake lights, these may be in Classes I or II.
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SEMINARS:

One (1) Co-Rider Seminar

One (1) Medic 1ST Aid and CPR Class

One (1) Motorcycle Crash Scene Response Seminar

Roger & Marie Crowe

Senior TN ADE’s

* This article first appeared in the TN District Newsletter, March Edition.

Chapter Events

March Chapter Gathering
Team Riding Class
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Let’s Celebrate!

Belated Happy Birthday to Roger Crowe

… 3/16

Kenneth & Karen Dupree … 4/5

Steve Atherton … 7 years

Corliss Cooper …. 4 years

Larry Hensley … 13 years

Glenn Smith …. 4 years

Robin Smith …. 4 years

GWRRA Anniversaries
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Spring Fling is Coming!

CANCELLED
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CANCELLED
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May 30,2020

ADVANCED RIDER CLASS (ARC) & TR1KE RIDER CLASS (TRC)

Blount County Sheriff's Office Training Center

Start Time 8:30 AM Eastern

1431 William Blount Drive, Maryville, Tn.37801

 ARC TRC

Name: ____________________________ GWRRA # _________________________________

Co Rider:__________________________GWRRA # _________________________________

Address: __________________________. City _____________ State __

Zip_______

Contact Number: __________________________________

Email Address _____________________________________

The cost is $25.00 per bike.(one up or two up)

Rider must have motorcycle endorsement on License. Rider and Co-Rider must wear proper
safety gear while on the course. Long sleeve shirt, or riding jacket, over the ankle boots,
long pants, full finger gloves, approved eye wear or face shield. Must bring proof of insur-
ance, and have current registration on the bike.

Make check payable to Tennessee GWRRA.

Send registration to: Gary Hamilton, 2249 Sentell Circle, Maryville, Tn. 37803

Questions contact Gary Hamilton Cell- 865-661-9121 or

tn.gw.de2019@gmail.com
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Let’s Go Visiting

Chapter A
Last Tuesday
Eat @ 6:00 pm CTZ
Meet @ 7:00 pm CTZ

Golden Corral
315 Old Lebanon Dirt Rd
Hermitage, TN

CD Troy & Vickie Hurt
615-351-6629

Chapter A2
Third Monday
Eat @ 6:00 pm ETZ
Meet @ 7:00 pm ETZ

Shoney's
1021 W Lamar Alexandar
Pkwy
Maryville, TN

CD Bob Mack
865-258-9872

Chapter B
1st Tuesday
Eat @ 6:00 pm ETZ
Meet @ 7:00 pm ETZ

Shoney's
205 Andersonville Hwy
Clinton, TN

CD Tom & Merrilee Peck
423-494-9818

Chapter C
3rd Tuesday
Eat @ 6:00 pm ETZ
Meet @ 7:00 pm ETZ

Mama's House
2608 N John B Dennis Hwy
Kingsport, TN

CD Tom Jarrell
423-383-0339

Chapter C2
3rd Thursday
Eat @ 6:30 pm CTZ
Meet @ 7:00 pm CTZ

Lacosta Restaurant
138 The Crossings
Crossville, TN

CD Randy Ryan
985-201-3791

Chapter E
2nd Saturday
Eat @ 9 am CTZ
Meet @ 10 am CTZ

Smyrna Bowling Center
95 Weakley Lane
Smyrna, TN

CD Walter Donnell
615-273-4058

Chapter F
3rd Thursday
Eat @ 6:00 pm ETZ
Meet @ 7:00 pm ETZ

Golden Corral
2908 W Andrew Johnson
Hwy
Morristown, TN

CD Gene Dunn
631-848-9435

Chapter G
3rd Thursday
Eat @ 6:30 pm CTZ
Meet @ 7:00 pm CTZ

Gondola Restaurant
412 E. Carrol St.
Tullahoma, TN

CD Dennis & Anne Greer
931-728-1463

Chapter H
4th Saturday
Eat @ 9am CTZ
Meet @ 10am CTZ

Shoney's
Highway 96
Franklin, TN

CD Will & Thu Horsley
615-483-2335

Chapter L
1st Saturday
Eat @ 9 am CTZ
Meet @ 10 pm CTZ

Belle’s Little Country Kitch-
en
201 W. High St
Lebanon, TN

CD Andrew & Debbie Smith
615-784-9772

Chapter M
2nd Tuesday
Eat @ 6:00 pm ETZ
Meet @ 7:00 pm ETZ

550 Fort Loudon Medical
Center Drive
Lenoir City, TN

CD Brian & Loretta Richards
865-249-6173
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Chapter O
1st Tuesday
Eat @ 6:00 pm ETZ
Meet @ 7:00 pm ETZ

Shoney's
350 Stuart Rd NE
Cleveland, TN

CD Shane McAmis & Amanda
Cronan
423-310-5903

Chapter Q
Last Monday
Eat @ 6:00 pm CTZ
Meet @ 7:00 pm CTZ

Golden Corral
2811 Wilma Rudolph Blvd
Clarksville, TN

CD Cindy Bidwell
731-642-0415

Chapter S
3rd Saturday
Eat @ 1 pm CTZ
Meet @ 2 pm CTZ

Milo Coffee House
125 Main Street
Portland, TN

CD Grant & Carol Bottomley
615-337-8386

Chapter T
4th Saturday
Eat @ 9 am ETZ
Meet @ 10 am ETZ

Golden Corral
6612 Clinton Hwy
Knoxville, TN

CD Lee Ann & Wilburn Hayes
865-497-2945

Chapter Y
3rd Saturday
Eat @ 9 am CTZ
Meet @ 10 am CTZ

Trinity United Methodist
Church
2303 Jones Blvd
Murfreesboro, TN

CD Wesley & Cindy Neal
615-668-4448

Chapter Z
2nd Saturday
Eat @ 5:30 pm CTZ
Meet @ 6:30 pm CTZ

Shoney's
2225 Carmack Blvd
Columbia, TN

CD Charlie & Pam Huffman
931-215-1650

Georgia
Chapter J

3rd Saturday
Eat @ 11 am ETZ
Meet @ 12 pm ETZ

Daniel’s Steakhouse
273 Big Sky Drive
Hiawassee, GA

CD William & Barbara Schlei-
cher
706-379-3018

Georgia
Chapter L

4th Tuesday
Eat @ 6 pm ETZ
Meet @ 7 pm ETZ

Sam’s Burger Deli
3268 Martha Berry Hwy
Armuchee, GA

CD Leslie Kliest
706-936-3700

Let’s Go Visiting (Continued)

Time Key = CTZ - Central Time Zone; ETZ - Eastern Time Zone
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Date Event Time Location

April 11th
Cookie Jar Café

ride leader -
Peter Hanson

Following the Chapter
Gathering

Dunlap, TN

April 16-18
South Carolina District

Rally

Link to flyer:

https://
sites.google.com/view/
gwrrascweb/home

Best Western Plus
1310 Tiger Blvd
Clemson, SC 29631

April 25th
Cornbread Festival

ride leader - KD

TBD South Pittsburg, TN

April 30-May 2 TN District Spring Fling

Link to flyer:

http://www.gwrratn.org/

Evergreen Smoky Mtn
Lodge & Convention
Center, 4010 Parkway,
Pigeon Forge, TN

May 9th
Strawberry Festival
Jim Rambo will lead

Following the Chapter
Gathering

Dayton, TN

May 17 & 18 Roan Mtn Steakout Flyer on page 15

Roan Mountain State
Park
527 TN-143
Roan Mountain
TN 37687

May 30th TN District ARC/TRC 8:30 am - Start Time

Blount County Sheriff’s
Office Training Center

1431 William Blount Dr
Maryville, TN

June 13th TN Chapter V Picnic 11:00 am
Shelter #2 Booker T.

Washington State Park

Upcoming Events

CANCELLED

CANCELLED

CANCELLED
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April 2020
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat

1 2 3 4

TN-O Day
Ride - Amica-
lola Falls SP -
KSU 9:00am,
Fuel Mart

5 6 7

Chapter O
Gathering

8 9 10 11

Chapter
Gathering
——————
Cookie Jar
Restaurant
Dunlap, TN

12 13 14 15 16 17 18

19 20 21 22 23 24 25

Cornbread
Festival—
South Pitts-
burg

26 27 28 29 30

Spring Fling
Pigeon Forge, TN
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat

1 2

3 4 5

TN Chapter O
Gathering

6 7 8 9

Chapter Gath-
ering
—————

Strawberry
Festival Pa-
rade

10 11 12 13 14 15 16

17 18 19 20 21 22 23

24 25 26 27 28 29 30

TN District
ARC/TRC
Blount County
Sheriff’s Train-
ing Center

31

May 2020

Roa


