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His own people, eager to do what is good – Titus 2:14

What would it take for you to feel closest to 
God? What if you could hear the audible 
voice of God? What if you were able to see 
Christ in person? What if he gave you the 
power today to cure disease and miracu-
lously prove his glory?

The truth for most Christians is this: feeling 
close to God is hard.

I know for a fact that God is everywhere. 
Scriptures like Psalm 139:7-10 give me 
reason to believe. However, there is a big 
difference between saying “God is every-
where,” and “God is here.” As we read the 
Bible, we see that scripture is less con-
cerned with God’s omnipresence and more 
concerned with God’s presence manifest in 
His relationship with his people.

I know God is present in the world. Do I 
know that I am in his presence?

Recall the story of Elijah in 1 Kings chap-
ters 18 and 19. In chapter 18, Elijah is 
commanding fireballs from heaven by the 
power of God atop of Mt Carmel. God 
empowered Elijah to humiliate the prophets 
of Baal to win back the people of Israel. No 
doubt, Elijah felt close to God. In chapter 
19, we find him in a very different state. He 
was in a cave of Mt Sinai, a suicidal fugitive 
experiencing terminal loneliness. Elijah ex-
pected spiritual revolution following the 
events of Mt Carmel. The result he re-
ceived, however, was neither what he want-
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ed nor expected. Jezebel had threatened to 
end his life.

When things were going great for Elijah, he 
felt close to God. When things didn’t seem 
to play out in his favor, he lost sight of 
God’s faithfulness.

In the middle of chapter 19, God reveals 
himself to Elijah in a way much less grandi-
ose than he had prior: through “the sound of 
a low whisper,” (v12). God sought to prove 
that Elijah could find His presence in both 
Mt Sinai and Mt Carmel.

You and I as Christians must remain faithful 
to God in any circumstance. Regardless of 
how we feel, whether we are in our highs or 
lows, God calls us to draw near to him. God 
hides his presence today so that those who 
truly love him may choose to seek and draw 
near to him.

David charged to his son in 1 Chronicles 
28:9, “And you, Solomon my son, know the 
God of your father and serve him with a 
whole heart and with a willing mind, for the 
LORD searches all hearts and understands 
every plan and thought. If you seek him, he 
will be found by you, but if you forsake him, 
he will cast you off forever.

Whether you find yourself on Mt Carmel or 
Mt Sinai, seek God’s presence.

                 Caleb Boggs

Whether on Mt Carmel or Mt Sinai…



Vacation Bible School starts Sunday! Plan to be there and 
bring a friend.  There will be a class for every age.

Adult VBS class:
Sunday - Nathan Adams      Monday - David Deffenbaugh
Tuesday - Cory Orr            Wednesday - Ted Spencer

The teens will have a Progressive Dinner on July 29.  We 
will leave the Hillcrest parking lot at 5:00.

The Silver Dollar City Youth Trip for grades 7-12 will be 
August 9.  The cost is $40.00.  Parents are welcome to attend.  
Sign up on the bulletin board by August 4.  

See Lowell McInturff or one of the staff if you can provide 
financial help for a student to attend Neosho Christian 

School. 

If you borrowed the cordless vacuum cleaner, would you 
please return it to the charger in the supply room by the 
fellowhip room.

There are two large cards on the table in the foyer for Pam 

Babb.  She is unable to attend services due to health issues. 
Please write a note of encouragement or sign you name this 
week or next to one of those cards.  If you have questions, 
you may contact Carl Cobb.  

Please stop by the welcome desk and sign the birthday card 
for one of the children at Fair Haven.

The 25th Annual Green Valley Bible Camp golf tourna-

ment is coming up!  All proceeds from this event are used to 
fund camper scholarships and camp improvement projects.  
This year's 4-person scramble tournament will take place on 
Saturday, August 10, at the Creeks Golf Course in Cave 
Springs (shotgun start at 8 AM). The cost is $65 per person 
($260 per team).  Lunch and festivities to follow at Flagstone 
Church of Christ in Bentonville. Sign up today at: 
flagstone.church/gvbcgolf.   Also, to stay up-to-date on event 
announcements, follow the tournament's Facebook page at 
GVBC Golf Tournament Presented By Forward Engineers. 

Pam Babb, Fred & Carolyn Bukowich, Joyce Clarkson, Ed 
& Vera Cornell, Lee Crabtree,  Glen Crumbliss, Mary 
Deffenbaugh, Eli Dodson, Joe Freund, Wilma Hill, Nadine 
Keith, Sherry Merrill, Cheryl Neilans, Rachel Potter, An-
gel Rivera, Alondra Rivera, Edith Toney, Ruth Ann Wil-
son, Debi Wince. 

● Carolyn Bukowich remains in Freeman West, room 
673.  She continues to need our prayers. 

The Summer Youth Series Devo is tonight 
at 6:00 at the Deffenbaughs’ home.  Boys 
bring chips and drinks, girls bring desserts.  
(July 23 - VBS, July 30 - Reiboldts’)

Would you like to help knock doors with VBS invitations?  
We'll do it as a group this Thursday night from 6:30-8:30, 
Friday from 6:30-8:30, and Saturday morning from 9:30-
11:30.  If you'd like some invitations to use yourself, 
contact the office.

Every "One" Counts:  Remember when 
you give an extra dollar each Sunday, it 
goes to help someone in need.  If you know 

someone who needs immediate help, please contact Jenni-
fer Daniels or Natalie McInturff.

Only 7 yard signs left.  Pick yours up Wednesday night!.  

There are still VBS shirts available.   If you would like one 
before VBS starts, get it Wednesday night.  

We need a few people to bring 3 dozen cookies for VBS.  
Sign up on the bulletin board. 

PRAYER LEADERS

Sunday, July 21   Wednesday, July 24

•AM Opening:  Benny Haught •Opening: VBS

•AM Closing:  Eldon Morgan •Closing:  VBS

•PM Opening: VBS

•PM Closing:  VBS

RECORDS  07-14-19  07-15-18

Bible Study 125   136

AM Worship 169   201

PM Worship 105   143

Wednesday 120    130

Contribution $6,912.63   $8,569.50

Budget  $7,717.37   $7,630.58

A.M.:  From the Same Mouth! 

(James 3:10, Danny Boggs)

P.M.:  Vacation Bible School

     


