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President’s Message by Shelia Guidry 

 

Sitting here on this Sunday morning wondering what am I going to write for the 

Gourdzette while looking at all my Christmas decorations including a large gourd 

santa and a large gourd snowman sitting atop my china cabinet, I realized how 

much gourds mean to me and more than that how much the people I have met 

through gourds mean to me. I wish and pray for a Very Merry and Holy 

Christmas filled with family and friends for all my gourd friends.  

2016 was a good year for TGS. Even with the rain during the Lone Star Gourd 

Festival, TGS did make a profit of approximately $1400 and any profit is good. 

Thank you to all who helped with the Festival in any way. Membership keeps 

increasing – 14 new members signed up at the Festival. As of today we have 188 

members. In 2015, we made $620 at the Festival and had a total of 179 

members.  

But there were some sad moments in 2016. Sue Haberer, president of TGS in 
the early days, lost her husband. And Cal Stewart, Best in Show for 2012 and 
2014 also passed away. 

Shelia Guidry, Texas Gourd Society President  

 



  

 

The Texas Gourd Society 

Kappa Chapter of the American Gourd 
Society 

Purpose: The purpose of the Texas Gourd Society is to promote interest in 
and appreciation of gourds, both to our membership and to the general public.  

We will do this by sharing information through education, meetings, festivals, and shows related to the 
culture, history, uses, crafting, and artistry of gourds. 

Officers for 2017 

President                  Shelia Guidry      337-376-9690    sheliaathome@aol.com  
                                                Cell           864-569-9595 

Vice President         Don Sharp                214-213-8131     dsharp14@aol.com  

Secretary                JoAnne Tompkins 281-497-3491     jtompkins7691@yahoo.com  

Treasurer        Blanche Cavarretta        361-798-9538    brcavarretta@sbcglobal.net       
                                               Cell          361-772-6218 

Membership             Joel Hartman       951-386-0696    jshartman@ymail.com 

Past President        Suzanne Haffey   512-431-6030    bettiesuz@yahoo.com 

Board members  

Rona Thornton (2015-17)                  512-468-0700      rona.thornton8@gmail.com  

Cheryl Trotter (2017-2019)                    281-300-5013      4cheryltrotter@gmail.com  

John Flewharty (2017-2019)                    214-341-2641      dsf1511@verizon.com 

Carey Collier (2015- 2017)               512-264-0436      cacollie2002@yahoo.com 
 
Mari Tarver (2016-2018)                    972-524-9488      maritarver@mypbmail.com 
 
Linda Hughes (2016- 2018)                 817-368-3400     iamonelinda2@yahoo.com 
 
 
TGS Website    
C.C. Rice                            409-945-2892       cricetc@comcast.net  
        KinfolkGourds@gmail.com  
 
Gourdzette Editor  
Rickie Newell                        830-613-4246       rickie.newell@gmail.com 
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Join  

American Gourd 
Society 

For American Gourd Society 

membership,  

pay $15 directly to  

AGS  

P.O. Box 2186  

Kokomo, IN 46904-2186  

phone 765 -453-5047,  

or send email.  

Texas Gourd Society does NOT collect  

American Gourd Society dues.  

 

www.americangourdsociety.org  

 

agsmembership@comcast.net  

 

 

w

w

w
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http://www.americangourdsociety.org/
mailto:agsmembership@comcast.net


  

TGS      Patch     COntacts  
TGS Arlington Gourd Patch                       - Arlington, TX area 

Contact: Cindi Creswell   817-244-0135  Cidnboo@hotmail.com  
Website: www.freewebs.com/ArlingtonGourdPatch  

 

TGS Bay Area Gourd Patch   - Baytown TX area 

Contact: Susan Urban 281-782-6017  hummingbird707@gmail.com  

 

TGS Capitol of Texas Gourd Patch - Austin, TX area 

Contact: Lynda Smith 512-524-7897   lyndabethsmith@gmail.com   

 

TGS Coastal Bend Gourd Patch   - Corpus Christi, TX area 

Contact: Shelia Guidry 337-376-9690  Sheliaathome@aol.com  

 

TGS Concho Valley Gourd Patch  - San Angelo, TX area 

Contact: Beth Lively  325-456-4556  blively@wcc.net   

 

TGS Cowtown Gourd Patch  - Ft. Worth area 

Contact: Cindy Lear     cindylear@hotmail.com   

 

TGS Dallas Gourd Patch   - Dallas TX area 

Contact: Debbie Clausen                                       dclausen82@verizon.net   

Website:   www.facebook.com/DallasGourdPatch  

 

TGS Greater San Antonio Gourd Patch - San Antonio area 

Contact:    Michelle Montgomery,  210-846-5494  mr.mrs.monty@gmail.com 

TGS Guadalupe Gourd Patch  - Hill Country area 

Contact: Bob Richie  830-357-8939  brichie@ktc.com  

   Or     Judy Richie    judyrichie@yahoo.com  

 

TGS Hill Country Gourd Patch  - Burnet, Llano and more 

Contact:  Don Sharp  214-213-8131              

      Rickie Newell 830-613-4246  rickie.newell@gmail.com  

 

TGS Southeast Texas Gourd Patch - Houston TX area 

Contact: Margaret Bell   mabell713@gmail.com  

Website: www.artisanart.biz/tgs_southeast  

 

TGS West Texas Gourd Patch  - Lubbock TX area 

Contact:   Paula Bownds   bownds@windstream.net    
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TGS  Patch  Happenings 
Arlington Gourd Patch 

from Georgia Cunningham Meets 3rd Sunday of the month           

http://arlingtongourdpatch.webs.com/ 

Arlington Gourd Patch was well represented at the Lone Star Gourd Festival in New Braunfels this year.  We are 

proud of our patch members who won recognition for the 2016 event.  Those winners were Ethel McKithan, 

Nancy Walsh, and Skyler Wilson. 

     

In September, Dee Reichert taught the first of a two-part workshop on weaving pine needles around a gourd 

shard.  Part two will resume in January 2017 where we will learn some different stitches.  Dee is an excellent 

teacher, and we all learned new things to incorporate into our gourd art. 

       

 In October, Georgia, Nancy and Cindy took a class on encaustic art hoping to find a 

way to incorporate it into gourd art.  The class was held at Sparks Studio in 

Arlington. 

 

 

 

 

http://arlingtongourdpatch.webs.com/


  

 

In November, Becky Truex brought large gourds from the Dallas Arboretum to share with members.  Georgia 

Cunningham had small gourds to share that were grown in Young County, Texas.  Now our patch will be able to 

create some really great designs. 

    

 

Cindy Lear shows the beautiful gourd she made in a class at the festival. 

 



  

 
 

Bay Area Gourd Patch 
 
 

The Bay Area Patch continues to have new members trickle in.  In September we had a large 
group when the Bay Area and Southeast Houston Patches held a joint meeting. We met at the 
Baytown Art League classroom where we learned how to apply an eggshell finish to a gourd. 
The process was easy and results in a textured finish that can be left natural or colored with 
dye or acrylics. 
 

    
 
 

In October C.C. Rice taught us how to make a face on a gourd with polymer clay. It looked 
hard but we surprised ourselves and all of the faces came out great. The lips are the hardest!  
These were finished at home, turning many into Santa’s, but they could be anything. 
 

     
 
 

There was no meeting in November as everyone was busy getting ready for the holidays and 
attending shows to sell our gourds.  December is our planning meeting. We bring snacks and a 
gift to exchange and decide on classes for the coming year.   
 

 

 



  

Capitol of Texas Gourd Patch 
After a slow start our patch picked 
up the pace and added several 
new members and finished the 
year in grand style! 

 

 

 

  



  

Coastal Bend Gourd Patch 
Coastal Bend Gourd Patch is happy to say we have gained 3 new 

members.  I went to a Quilters’ meeting with a friend and brought 

some of my gourds to show.  And when I pulled one out of the bag, a 

lady hollered that she has some gourds and wanted to know what to 

do with them.  Two other ladies were also interested and have come 

to the last 2 meetings and I think they are hooked on gourds.  So the 

lesson is, whenever you go to other creative meetings, bring gourds.  

You never know what might happen.  

We played with Brusho Watercolor dyes in June.  It was so much fun sprinkling the crystals on a wet 

gourd, then spritzing with water and doing it over and over until the gourd was covered.  

        

In July we coiled on the gourds.  

In September, we made gourd 

turkeys. What do you call a whole 

bunch of gourd turkeys – a 

GOURDous flock of turkeys!!! 

  If anyone is ever visiting or 

vacationing in Corpus Christi on the 

4th Saturday of the month, we 

would love to have you come to 

Coastal Bend Gourd Patch.  Just 

email or call Shelia Guidry at 

sheliaathome@aol.com  phone 

337-376-9690 or cell 864-569-9595. 

2016 Competition Winners 

mailto:sheliaathome@aol.com
http://www.texasgourdsociety.org/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=110:festival-11&catid=9:festival&Itemid=223


  

Dallas Gourd Patch 
The Dallas Gourd Patch had an eventful fall beginning with the new State Fair gourd 
competition.  Fair officials stated they received over 25 entries and were very pleased 
with the number of entries for a first time category and plan on expanding our 

classes.  Many of our members took ribbons! 
 

We were also asked to give our second demo during the last Saturday of the 
fair.  Mari Tarver, Dee Reichert, Pat Duncan and Linda Hughes demo'd carving, ink 
dyes, dot art, and wood burning.  We were swamped with interested fairgoers as our 

demo tables were just inside the front door of the Creative Arts building.  
 

Then just this past week we did two demos at the Dallas Arboretum Gardens.  Mari 
Tarver, Dee Reichert, Becky Truex, Pat Duncan, John Flewharty, Sherry Creighton 
and Jean Wharton shared their knowledge and love for gourd art with the people 

strolling thru the beautiful flowers and displays.  What a beautiful setting and perfect 
weather for our demo! 
 

The Dallas Arboretum is very generous with their discarded gourds as they change 
their display from Fall to Christmas and allow us to come and collect all the gourds 

we can haul!  In return for that generosity we will later supply them with Halloween 
and Fall gourds for their gift shop.  Boy is it fun gathering all those gourds!  They will 
be shared among members of the Dallas patch, the Arlington Patch and the new Hill 

Country patch in Llano. 
 

We are now preparing to elect new officers at our Christmas party in January and are 
looking forward to another successful and productive and learning year. 

 

Membership Matters    
http://www.texasgourdsociety.org/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=95&Itemid=202 
Texas Gourd Society’s membership chair, Joel Hartman, is updating our membership roll. If Joel has 

not received dues or confirmation that you paid by February 28, 2017, you will be taken off the 

membership list and you will not receive update emails from TGS.  

Joel’s mailing address for membership is:            Texas Gourd Society 
His email is: jshartman@ymail.com     P.O. Box 317 

Azel, Texas 76098 

  

mailto:jshartman@ymail.com


  

Hill Country Gourd Patch 
 

October 8, 2016 - What an exciting day! Our first gourd 
patch meeting began under a cloudy gray sky and ended 
under perfect blue. Don Sharp conducted a quick 
business meeting before we introduced ourselves. Then 
we looked at gourds, talked about gourds, made name 
tags for ourselves, ate lunch, and took a tour of John and 
Rickie's gourd patch. So much to learn and teach each 
other. New friends and great camaraderie!  
 
And yes, that is a Zucca gourd, grown by Jannie and 
Summer Vaught! It’s dried now - if I could just come up 
with an idea. 

 

 

 

We had our 2nd meeting on November 12 and it was a total 

success. We had 10 fantastic attendees which is 3 more than last 

month. Some got the opportunity to clean their gourds inside and 

out and some got to use a gourd saw for the very first time. Some 

painted gourd ornaments and some watched and enjoyed the 

social experience (Mary Sharp). What a great group of 

Gourdheads. Hill Country Gourd Patch is alive and growing. 

 

 
 

  

Hey, Don! Aren’t you finished with those gourds? 



  

GOURDS - The Universal Canvas 

by Anya Ezhevskaya 

A few days ago I joined the Texas Gourd Society.  I’ve been in love with these creatures 

for a while, so it’s only right to make it official. 

Gourds seem an artisan’s universal canvas.  They provide great surfaces for oil and 

acrylic paint, are ideal for pyrography and wood carving of all caliber, and are all-around 

pleasant entities.  The gentle undulations in their form, the soft, smooth finish, the fibrous innards and sweet, earthy aroma 

make working with them a soothing, rhythmic exercise as much as a meditative practice.  They’re also great for embellishing 

with weaving, and encrusting them with beads, glass, sea shells, and much more. But what really attracts me to them as an art 

medium is the fact that they are round. 

When you paint on a flat surface, the story you tell has a definite beginning and end.  In Western art, I would postulate, it reads 

from left to right.  For instance, the traditional reclining nudes typically have their heads on the left half of the canvas and their 

feet point towards the right side. That way, as you’re scanning the painting, “reading” it by force of habit from left to right, you 

first see the head, the key element and then the rest of the body.  The edges of the canvas serve as the frame of the composition, 

a focal lens through which the artist shows us a specific, limited reality. 

With gourds, the story depicted has no beginning or end.  It goes on and on, or it doesn’t go at all.  It is as rhythmic as a 

musical round or chant, it ebbs and flows and you can grow mesmerized, turning it about its axis, following the patterns with 

your eyes.  Besides offering this unique medium on which to create, the gourd adds flavor and dimensionality to your piece 

with its shapeliness.  A narrow, curvy top doubles as a neck inclined in perplexity.  A fat, full-bellied bottom makes a lovely 

foundation to weave on. 

Incidentally, the idea of a perpetual decorative field is not limited to the well-shaped pumpkin.  The concept of ornament, 

prolific in many ancient cultures and reaching into modernity, is the most wide-spread attempt to create a sense of an 

unending, rhythmic motion on a two-dimensional surface.  The patterns and designs repeat with no visible end in sight, often 

finishing where they started, turning in on themselves, fractaling or transmuting across the borders of wooden carvings, 

friezes, church walls, dress hems.   A more contemporary example of squeezing the perpetual into a flat rectangle of space can 

be seen in M.C. Escher’s work.   Hands continue drawing hands ad infinitum, stairs descend with no visible plan to reach the 

bottom, birds morph into fish that morph into birds that morph… 

But still, the gourd is better suited for this type of work.   Plus, you can even use its internal space to embellish the pictorial 

message on the outside surface.  The only problem posed by the unusual shape is how to display it: you can’t hang it on a wall, 

you can’t put it in a frame.  You can’t really even set it down because the artist might have painted or decorated it all the way 

around on the bottom.  But I am certain that those creatives who tackle gourds in the first place will come up with appropriate 

ways to display their craft. 

  “I am a Russian American, born in St.Petersburg and raised in various cities in the States. I am a mother of two 
rambunctious, nutty children. I am a translator and interpreter working at NASA's Johnson Space Center to 
support human space flight. I also meddle in the arts, paint and draw, write poetry and prose, and do improv live 
painting and spoken word shows.” 



  

Finishing Your Gourd Safely    by Roy Cavaretta 

Coating the finished gourd art is the last step before declaring the piece finished. Using spray finishes seems to 

be the most popular procedure. Spray finishes have an advantage because there are no brush strokes but also 

have a downside which is the fumes. 

To reduce these fumes, I built what I call my “spray table” and I wanted to share this idea with you. I build a 

table and used casters on it so if could be moved it around.  This maneuverability works well and allows you to 

move the table directing the majority of the spray fumes away from you.  I can maneuver the table to different 

locations in my work shop and direct the fumes to the outside. I secured an old box fan to the back of the table 

and attached a filter (purchased from Walmart) to the back of the fan. The fan will have the back side facing you 

so that so when you spray, the fan will be creating a suction and pulling the air away from you.   When the filter 

get saturated, it can be easily replaced. I added a piece of cardboard on the sides to help direct the flow of air 

created by fan.  

The bottom line is that the table and fan make it a more effective way of doing the coating and reducing fumes 

from just spraying on a table.  

I also made a turn table so I could turn the gourd without touching it. Even with the fan it does not eliminate the 

need to wear a respirator or mask with a carbon filter.  

 

 
 

 
  



  

 

 

 

How TGS Stole my Retirement! 
 
Say it isn’t so!  I was retired and sitting on my laurels playing with gourds in 2011 when I found 
and joined the Southeast Texas gourd patch. It wasn’t long before someone in the 'patch’ (umm 
– that would be you, Cheryl Trotter…) asked me to volunteer for the TGS board. There was an 
opening for Secretary and I thought it would be something I could do, so I volunteered, plus Cheryl 
was on the board and my new bud!  I filled that role happily for the next 6 years. During that time, 
I added two more roles – TGS webmaster, and then publicity director. 
 
It took a bit of work at times, but not all the time - so it was all good and, truth be known, it was 
an opportunity for me to learn and apply those learnings to my own business.  For free! Okay, so I had an alternative 
motive. 

 
Regardless of that, I found volunteering for TGS highly rewarding. I have met so many people with the same passion 
for the art as I have. They have graciously shared their experience with me and guided me through or into new 
techniques.They have been awesome and I do my best to pay it forward. 
 
Through the role of publicity director, I learned how to market my own work and share those learnings with shows 
that I participate in.  This was an easy role, placing print and online ads and managing a budget. TGS hires a firm 
who contacts the media for coverage.  No problema! 
 
Webmaster was my most challenging role. I knew nothing about websites. Nada. There was no instruction manual 
but Cathy West (bless you Cathy!), the outgoing webmaster, was so nice and so patient - I just tried and slogged 
my way through.  I ultimately built a new TGS website and three more after that.  
 
I have found that I thrive on new learnings – whether it applies to my art or technology. I also found that challenging 
yourself mentally wards off dementia and improves memory.  That’s a fact.  The more difficult the task is, the more 
benefit it provides to memory.  I intend to take full advantage of that knowledge and never stop learning.  
 
So while my laggard retirement was whisked away, it has been replaced with one that is purposeful and rewarding. 
I encourage every TGS member to volunteer for a board position. Go for broke!  Learn, serve, and share.  It is 
rewarding in more ways than you can imagine.  My gourd friends are the best and I thank them and the organization 
for allowing me to get involved (and not firing me during the process). Life is truly good. 
 

- C.C. Rice
  

THE TEXAS GOURDZETTE IS 

A BENEFIT OF TGS MEMBERSHIP 
If you would like to view this and back issues in color 

you can access them on the website. 

http://www.texasgourdsociety.org  
 

http://www.texasgourdsociety.org/


  

20Eggshell Finish 

by C. C. Rice 
 
Eggshell can be used to create a textured finish with many different results. It 
can act as a textural background, border, or used for the entire piece.  
   
Supplies: 
 
Eggshell  
White craft glue 
Xacto knife 
Paintbrush 
Tweezers 
Emory board 

Stiff brush 
Acrylic paint 
Ink dye and applicator 
Clear protective spray 
Wipes 
Safety Glasses

 
 
Clean eggshells. Remove membrane by rinsing out residual egg and dropping the shells in water for several 
hours. The membrane can then be pulled out in large pieces. Be careful as the eggshell is fragile without the 
membrane. It’s easier to work with large pieces of shell. You need to get all of the membrane out. I like to take out 
what I think is all of it and let my shells dry for a week. Then I can see if there is more to remove and re-soak 
them. 
 
Woodburn your pattern deeply.  
 
You can paint the background area under the eggshell at this point if you want or you can wait and fill it it after the 
eggshell is glued down.  
 
Use craft glue to glue down the eggshell. I like Aileen’s Tacky glue.  Apply a medium thick layer of glue and work 
in small areas to prevent the glue from drying too soon. You want plenty under the shell but you don’t want it 
squeezing out all over your design edges. You can tape off your design or you can just apply the glue with a 
paintbrush inside the woodburned lines.  
 
Once the glue is down, take a large piece of eggshell and press it down into the glue with your fingers. 
 
Wait for the glue to partially dry.  Then, using an xacto knife, press it into the woodburned lines to snap the 
eggshell and brush off the pieces that are outside your design line. Best to use eye protection for this step! You 
can add more glue and eggshell pieces later in areas that are bare, applying small pieces of eggshell to fill in. 
Press them down with tweezers rather than your fingers to help avoid lifting them. 
 
Finish placing eggshell over the design, trim the rest of the edges, and let dry completely.  Use an emery board to 
sand the sharp edges of the eggshell. 
 
If you did not already paint under the eggshell, use a stiff brush to apply black acrylic or other dark paint, working 
it into the crevices between the shells. Wipe it off the top of the eggshell to give a grouting effect.  You can stop 
here if you like the finish as is, or continue with a dye below. 
 
Apply ink dye to the eggshell in a color to complement the acrylic paint. Blot on and heat set. At this point you can 
stop and seal your work or you can add a translucent metallic paint over the work. The Wellburn transparent 
acrylics work or you can dilute regular acrylic paint with glazing medium. 
 
Protect with clear spray. 



  

 

 

THE TEXAS GOURDZETTE  

NEWSLETTER ADVERTISING RATES  
AD RATES FOR 1 YEAR (4 issues)    Includes a LINK on the TGS website to your website, or your 

email and/or phone number. Single issue ads do not receive a free website link.  
Full Page AD(8.5 x 11 inches) $60 per issue  

 1/2 Page AD  $30 per issue  
 1/3 Page AD  $20 per issue  
 1/4 Page AD  $15 per issue  

1/6 Page AD(3 x 3.5 inches) $10 per issue  
AD RATES PER ISSUE    Single issue ads will run higher if you do not go with a full year  

– and, do not include a free link listed as “Gourdzette Advertisers”.  
Full Page AD(8.5 x 11 inches)          $70 per issue  

 1/2 Page AD  $35 per issue  
 1/3 Page AD  $25 per issue  
 1/4 Page AD  $18 per issue  

1/6 Page AD(3 x 3.5 inches) $12 per issue  
Deadlines for ad changes are the first day of March, June, Sept. or Dec.  
Check should be made payable to:  

Texas Gourd  Society 
Blanche Cavarretta, Treasurer 

220 CR 90 E 
Hallettsville, Texas 77964 

 

 

 
 

All Hands on Deck! 

These brave people are the committee heads who will produce next 

year’s Gourdfest. They can use some help, folks. Take the time to let 

them know you will help with Lone Star Gourd Festival 2017. Publicity is 

really needed but remember, you will have guidance. 

Show Chair  Debbie Clausen   210-468-9924 
John Flewharty     214-341-2614 

   

dclausen82@verizon.net 
dsf1511@verizon.net 

Publicity  VOLUNTEER NEEDED   
Vendors Linda Hughes      817-368-3400 Iamonelinda2@yahoo.com  
 Ways and Means  CC Rice              409-530-2892 cricetc@comcast.net 
Competition   Nita Beard        979-280-0411 ngbeard@sbcglobal,.net  
Education   Vickie Hartman  951-491-9051 vickiesvessels@ymail.com  
Hospitality   Penny Lyons    832-593-4533 

Abby Sandlin     281-463-8858 

Txlyonsden@sbcglobal.net  
Abbygail711@hotmail.com  

Set up and 
breakdown  

 VOLUNTEER NEEDED   

Admissions   Debbie Clausen   210-468-9924 dclausen82@verizon.net 
Demo   Lelia & Jimmy Sublett  512-847-8102 jsublett4@austin.rr.com 
Children's Corner  Rona Thornton    512-468-0700 rona.thornton8@gmail.com      

 

mailto:dclausen82@verizon.net
mailto:Iamonelinda2@yahoo.com
mailto:ngbeard@sbcglobal,.net
mailto:vickiesvessels@ymail.com
mailto:Txlyonsden@sbcglobal.net
mailto:Abbygail711@hotmail.com
mailto:jsublett4@austin.rr.com
mailto:rona.thornton8@gmail.com


  

 
 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Texas Gourd Society, Inc.  

106 Rio Llano Drive 

Llano, Texas  78643 
Address Correction Requested  


