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 Mike Ford                   Best in Show

  

Best of Master’s Division    Nature’s Wonder 

 
 



  

 

President’s Message by Shelia Guidry   

Chapter News       
Texas Gourd Society   

                                                       Kappa Chapter of the American Gourd Society   

 
 

I hope everyone is rested after the Lone Star Gourd Festival.  Thanks to all the show chairs and all the 
volunteers who helped, everything at the Festival just went together so smoothly.  An all-volunteer 
organization is only as good as its members and we have some awesome members.  Attendance at the 
Festival last year was 632 and this year was 592, but when national and local news was reporting the 
possibility of 5 to 6 inches of rain during that weekend, I am sure that kept some people at home.  Those 
who came seemed to really enjoy the show. 
 
I know most want to know how much TGS made at the show.  After all the bills were paid we made just a 
little over $1460. Raffles plus shirts and bags left from last year brought in $1552, so a big thank you to all 
those who sold and bought raffle ticket.  Bay Area Gourd Patch will chair Ways and Means next year so 
gourd donations will need to be given to them.  Education brought in for TGS $2348 and vendors brought 
in $4760.  Competition even had a profit of $252, 14 new members also joined.   Expenses for the Festival 
were $10,421.   
I think a successful show is not just making money but good classes, good vendors, good competition, 
good advertisement, good demos, good kid’s corner, good members, good volunteers, good food from 
hospitality are needed and we have all of that.  If we at least break even, good.  If we make money for 
TGS, all the better.  
A special thank you to all those who donated raffle items.  Thanks to Judy Richie, Roy Cavarretta, John 
Flewharty, Mike Ford, Shelia Guidry, Vickie Hartman, Mike Munter, Lynda Smith, and Cheryl Trotter for the 
donation of the raffle gourds. And thank you to those who donated to the Ways and Means raffle, 
especially Lynda Smith and the Capital of Texas Patch who made the wall hanging dolls. Also thank you to 
the Holtons for donating the woodburner.  
  
There has been a question for several years about how many raffles a nonprofit like TGS can have in a 
year.   We can have 2 raffles a year.  There are more restrictions such as the amount of money you can 
raise, but we will never get close to that limit.  Our raffles comply with all the guidelines the government 
sets forth. 

Welcome to new members.  TGS publishes a magazine quarterly and is posted on the TGS 
website,   www.texasgourdsociety.org.  Click on the home page and scroll down to the bottom of the page. 
to sign in.  The username is txgourd.  The password is lsgfnbt (It stands for Lone Star Gourd Festival New 
Braunfels Texas).  Then click save and do not log out each time and you will not need to log in again to get 
to the Gourdzettes.  Scroll down to bottom of page again and click on Gourdzette.  You will be able to see 
back issues. 

Shelia Guidry, Texas Gourd Society President  

A special thank you to Darla Hines for taking on the challenge of teacher gourd art to 11 
children that live near her. These children are the future of TGS and the talent they show 
is incredible. Make sure and look at their winning gourds.  

 

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001jSp_dBXnifQQS1Ut2S6BRSWk7OXMBtU9DyCJaS70--iqjM32404uMWYrwDW7WRrzJ3agsyIFJgh1LYmFOQFiBYqYBfwjPbLv1Bfh_nCjx1q_N7oCJWi4eukdl6mDJVu7Ncy4x5es6tpwMklLPg7__aUIdwIaVLHIS3j4pOuIoQW37MA_mFPpzA==&c=0TKk2uA7dhN7HdN56YjyKrCQ5k13PS5gcgAfdc1gb7DPkQ2QXCkKTQ==&ch=_Z1CdxGuFNPFuQ47S7nXBiMeqzpfJZQQyAi3cslVCeirlrlUgkErqA==


  

 

The Texas Gourd Society 

Kappa Chapter of the American Gourd Society 

Purpose: The purpose of the Texas Gourd Society is to promote interest in and 
appreciation of gourds, both to our membership and to the general public.  We will 
do this by sharing information through education, meetings, festivals, and shows 
related to the culture, history, uses, crafting, and artistry of gourds. 

Officers for 2017 

President                  Shelia Guidry      337-376-9690    sheliaathome@aol.com  
                                                Cell           864-569-9595 

Vice President         Don Sharp                214-213-8131     2142138131vz@wpix.com  

Secretary                JoAnne Tompkins 281-497-3491     jtompkins7691@yahoo.com  

Treasurer        Blanche Cavarretta        361-798-9538    brcavarretta@sbcglobal.net       

                                               Cell          361-772-6218 

Membership             Joel Hartman       951-386-0696    jshartman@ymail.com 

Past President        Suzanne Haffey   512-431-6030    bettiesuz@yahoo.com 

Board members 

Rona Thornton (2015-17)                  512-468-0700      rona.thornton8@gmail.com  

Cheryl Trotter (2017-2019)                    281-300-5013      4cheryltrotter@gmail.com  

John Flewharty (2017-2019)                    214-341-2641      df1511@verizon.com 

Roy Cavarretta (2014-2016)               281-222-3225      brcavarretta@sbcglobal.net 

Carey Collier (2015- 2017)               512-264-0436      cacollie2002@yahoo.com 
 
Mari Tarver (2016-2018)                    972-524-9488      maritarver@mypbmail.com 
 
Linda Hughes (2016- 2018)                 817-368-3400     iamonelinda2@yahoo.com 
 
 
 
TGS Website    
C.C. Rice                            409-945-2892      KinfolkGourds@gmail.com  
 
Gourdzette Editor  
Rickie Newell                        830-613-4246      rickie.newell@gmail.com 
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tel:864-569-9595
mailto:jtompkins7691@yahoo.com
tel:361-798-9538
mailto:brcavarretta@sbcglobal.net
tel:361-772-6218
tel:951-386-0696
mailto:jshartman@ymail.com
tel:512-431-6030
mailto:bettiesuz@yahoo.com
tel:512-468-0700
mailto:rona.thornton8@gmail.comCal
mailto:4cheryltrotter@gmail.com
tel:281-222-3225
mailto:brcavarretta@sbcglobal.net
tel:512-264-0436
mailto:cacollie2002@yahoo.com
tel:972-524-9488
mailto:maritarver@mypbmail.com
tel:817-368-3400
mailto:iamonelinda2@yahoo.com
tel:409-945-2892
mailto:KinfolkGourds@gmail.com
tel:830-613-4246
mailto:rickie.newell@gmail.com


    

 

  

 

  

 

Join  

American Gourd 

Society 
For American Gourd Society 

membership,  

pay $15 directly to  

AGS  

P.O. Box 2186  

Kokomo, IN 46904-2186  

phone 765 -453-5047,  

or send email.  

Texas Gourd Society does NOT collect  

American Gourd Society dues.  

 

www.americangourdsociety.org  

 

agsmembership@comcast.net  

 

 

w

w
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http://www.americangourdsociety.org/
mailto:agsmembership@comcast.net


  

TGS      Patch     COntacts  
TGS Arlington Gourd Patch                       - Arlington, TX area 

Contact: Cindi Creswell   817-244-0135  Cidnboo@hotmail.com  
Website: www.freewebs.com/ArlingtonGourdPatch  

 

TGS Bay Area Gourd Patch   - Baytown TX area 

Contact: Susan Urban 281-782-6017  hummingbird707@gmail.com  

 

TGS Capitol of Texas Gourd Patch - Austin, TX area 

Contact: Lynda Smith 512-524-7897   lyndabethsmith@gmail.com   

 

TGS Coastal Bend Gourd Patch   - Corpus Christi, TX area 

Contact: Shelia Guidry 337-376-9690  Sheliaathome@aol.com  

 

TGS Concho Valley Gourd Patch  - San Angelo, TX area 

Contact: Beth Lively  325-456-4556  blively@wcc.net   

 

TGS Cowtown Gourd Patch  - Ft. Worth area 

Contact: Becky Wise          817-726-6653  dbwise@swbell.net  

 

TGS Dallas Gourd Patch   - Dallas TX area 

Contact: Debbie Clausen                                       dclausen82@verizon.net   

Website:   www.facebook.com/DallasGourdPatch  

 

TGS Greater San Antonio Gourd Patch - San Antonio area 

Contact:    Michelle Montgomery,  210-846-5494  mr.mrs.monty@gmail.com 

TGS Guadalupe Gourd Patch  - Hill Country area 

Contact: Bob Richie  830-357-8939  brichie@ktc.com  

   Or     Judy Richie    judyrichie@yahoo.com  

 

TGS Hill Country Gourd Patch  - Burnet, Llano and more 

Contact:  Don Sharp  214-213-8131              

      Rickie Newell 830-613-4246  rickie.newell@gmail.com  

 

TGS Southeast Texas Gourd Patch - Houston TX area 

Contact: Margaret Bell   mabell713@gmail.com  

Website: www.artisanart.biz/tgs_southeast  

 

TGS West Texas Gourd Patch  - Lubbock TX area 

Contact:   Paula Bownds   bownds@windstream.net    

mailto:Cidnboo@hotmail.com
http://www.freewebs.com/ArlingtonGourdPatch
mailto:hummingbird707@gmail.com
mailto:lyndabethsmith@gmail.com
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mailto:judyrichie@yahoo.com
mailto:rickie.newell@gmail.com
mailto:mabell713@gmail.com
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TGS  Patch  Happenings 
Arlington Gourd Patch 

from Georgia Cunningham 

April 2016 arrived with everyone in our patch excited about showing 

off their practice pieces from the marbling class in March. We had 

some problems with the marbling kits because some of the dyes kept 

sinking to the bottom.  We will still have to work on that concept, and 

we are asking for help from the company to determine the cause.  At 

any rate, we did have a few successful pieces.  Nancy Walsh made a 

beautiful bracelet from her practice pieces.  
 
 

During our April meeting Robbie Pritchard demonstrated chip carving 

for everyone.  We all had an opportunity to use her expensive tools and 

try our hand at carving on her gourd.  Robbie does it well; the rest of us 

had a bit of trouble getting used to using the gouges.  
 

 

 

 

In May we enlisted Nancy Walsh to help us learn faux 

tooling.  Luckily the stormy weather here in Texas cooperated with 

us, and we were able to do our carving outside in the yard at the 

Fielder House.  We had a large crowd that day and everyone did the 

preliminary steps that had to be finished later at home.  In June we 

plan to add to our finished faux tooling by creating a buck-stitched 

rim on our pieces.  Hopefully those pieces will be completed for our 

June meeting.  Here you can see J. R. Reynolds burning a design on 

his gourd. 

In June, our patch brought their faux tooling pieces hoping to finish this two part 

workshop.  Georgia Cunningham taught buck-stitching and demonstrated the use of the 

stitching awl.  She also showed her Dremel drill press, and now everyone wants to buy 

one.  We look forward to showing our finished faux-tooled/buck-stitched gourds in the 

next issue. 
 

Here is a creative tip from Ethel McKithan.  She went to a “space-maker” event at the 

Benbrook Library and created this great dragon for her gourd by using their laser 

cutter.   
  Meets 3rd Sunday of the month                 http://arlingtongourdpatch.webs.com/ 

  

http://arlingtongourdpatch.webs.com/


  

 

Bay Area Gourd Patch 
 
 
The Bay Area Gourd Patch has been working with many different techniques this year.  C.C. Rice and Susan 
Urban taught basic carving earlier in the quarter.  Our patch members were new to carving and they produced 
some amazing work.  

 
Karen Knight is shown working on the gourd that won a first place ribbon at the Lone 
Star Gourd Festival. Karen is a colored pencil artist and is new to gourds.   
   

Later in the quarter the patch made thunder gourds.  
That was a fun project and everyone’s gourd had a 
different tone.  

 
C.C. Rice made a trip to Arizona and got to go to the Wertz 
Farm to pick out gourds and supplies for the patch 
projects.  Fortunately we heard that her sister was there to 
curb her compulsive gourd hoarding habit and make sure 
she got to the hotel that night and then safely home with 

our gourds.  
 

In July, Shelia Guidry came to Baytown to teach weaving on a gourd.  We also 
welcomed a new patch member, Anya Ezhevskaya and she did a stellar job on 
her first gourd.  Everyone’s gourd was very different and colorful.  And everyone 
enjoyed the technique. 
  

 
 

The Baytown Patch had a booth at the Lone Star Festival for the first time this 
year. We sold supplies and gourds and made a little extra money for the patch. 
Special thanks to Susan, Kay Lynn and Karen for donating their time, materials 
and manning the booth while C.C. ran amock at the festival.   
 
 
  

Karen Knight & Kay Lynn  
Whitcomb carving 

Karen Knights 1st place 
carved gourd 

Kay Lynn with her thunder 
gourd 

Shelia Guidry teaching weaving on a gourd Work in Progress Anya's first gourd 



  

 

Coastal Bend Gourd Patch 
Coastal Bend Gourd Patch is happy to say we have gained 3 new members.  I went to a Quilters’ meeting with a 

friend and brought some of my gourds to show.  And when I pulled one out of the bag, a lady hollered that she 

has some gourds and wanted to know what to do with them.  Two other ladies were also interested and have 

come to the last 2 meetings and I think they are hooked on gourds.  So the lesson is, whenever you go to other 

creative meetings, bring gourds.  You never know what might happen.  

We played with Brusho Watercolor dyes in June.  It was so much fun sprinkling the crystals on a wet gourd, then 

spritzing with water and doing it over and over until the gourd was covered.  

        

In July we coiled on the gourds.  

In September, we will make gourd turkeys. 

What do you call a whole bunch of gourd 

turkeys – a GOURDous flock of turkeys!!! 

                                                  
If anyone is ever visiting or vacationing in Corpus Christi on the 4th Saturday of the month, we would love to 

have you come to Coastal Bend Gourd Patch.  Just email or call Shelia Guidry at sheliaathome@aol.com  phone 

337-376-9690 or cell 864-569-9595. 

mailto:sheliaathome@aol.com


  

2016 Competition Winners 

 

2016 Competition Photography by Michael Penn Smith 

www.michaelpennsmith.photoshelter.com 

  

         BEST OF SHOW 

          Best of Division 

   First Place 

   Mike Ford  

   MASTERS DIVISION 

   Category:  Nature's Wonder 

  

  

  

       VIP Award 

First Place 
Becky Klix 

INTERMEDIATE DIVISION 

 Category:  My Idea 

  

  

PEOPLE'S CHOICE 
AWARD 

First Place 

Marla Garber  

INTERMEDIATE DIVISION 

Category:  Sculpture  

http://www.texasgourdsociety.org/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=110:festival-11&catid=9:festival&Itemid=223
http://www.michaelpennsmith.photoshelter.com/


  

 

  
   

Judy Byrkett   Connie Fox 
Gourd Doll/Spirit Figure Fantasy/Whimsical 
          
          
                                Shelia Guidry 
                Fiber Works 

  

Darla Hines    Robin Bryson                        Cheryl Trotter 
Miniature                 Gourd Masks/ Wall Hanging  Mixed Media 

  

 

  

  

BLUE RIBBON  

Master’s Division 



  

 

  

  

  

  

   

  
 
 
 
 

Mike Munter    Cheryl Trotter      Darla Hines 
Sculpture     My Idea       Painted 
 

                              

Roy Cavarretta         John Flewharty    Robin Bryson 
Southwest /                   Vessels, Vases,                         Wearables  
Native American Inspired             Bowls, Containers  
     
 
 

 David Cleaveland  
  Texas, Our Texas 
  

 

 

 



  

  

  

                                

  

        Best of Division 

Joanne Tompkins C C Rice 
 Wearable               Mixed Media 

          

Pat Duncan     C C Rice 
Animal Design     Fantasy / Whimsical  

 

BLUE  
RIBBON  
Advanced 
Division 
 



  

                                     

 Jill Robins                          Jill Robins 

Fiber Works                         Mixed Media 

                

Joanne Tompkins     Blanche Cavarretta 
My Idea       Painted 

  

C C Rice 
Southwest / Native American Inspired 

  

 Blanche Cavarretta 
        Vessels, Vases, Bowls, Containers 

  



  

 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

Jeanine Williams 
Mixed Media 
Best in Division       
  

 

 

 

   

  

Ethel McKithan 
Animal Design  
    

                 Karen Knight 
                    Fantasy / Whimsical 

 

      Gloria Drab 

     Carved 

 

BLUE  

RIBBON  

Intermediate 

Division 
 



  

 

Linda Hughes 

Fantasy/Whimsical 
  

 

Gloria Drab 

Fiber Works 
 
 
 
          Cathy West 
  Gourd Mask/Wall Hangings 

 

  

Zeldajean Byrd 
Wearable 

 

 Jeanine Williams 
Holiday / Festivals 
  

 



  

 

 

  

 

 Jeanine Williams 

Miniature  

  

 

 

 

Sammie Roye 

Pyrography 

  

 

 Cathy Cox 

Southwest/Native American Inspired 

  

Becky Klix 

Painted    

  



  

  BLUE RIBBON 
   Novice   
   Division 

 
   Best in Division   
  Sandy Frintz  
  Southwestern / Native American Inspired 
 

 

Karen Knight 
Vessels, Vases, Bowls, Containers 

  

 

            Zeldajean Byrd
             Wearable 

  



  

April Boyd 

Animal Design 

  

  

  

 

  

 

Deborah Winegar 
Carved 
  

 

  

 

 

       Kim Moore  

      Carved 

                                                           



  

Sandy Frintz        Sandy Frintz 

Gourd Doll/Spirit Figure      Fiber Works 

     
    Kim Moore      Sandy Frintz 

     Gourd Mask/Wall Hangings   Mixed Media 

   

Deborah Winegar 
My Idea 

   

April Boyd 
Pyrography 

   

  

 

 

    

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 
 
 

  
  



  

BLUE RIBBON   
  
Youth Division 

 
      Best in Division 
                Noah Spenrath 
                        9 – 13 Years 

 
 Elena Spenrath  
   8 and Under  

 

 

 

  
  

    

 

 

Skylar Wilson 

14 - 17 Years 

  

      

  



  

 

BLUE RIBBON     
Growers Division  

  

 

Best of Division 
Roger Clausen 

Unusual Dried 

    

 
    

 

   

Maria Isabel Aguilar 

Smallest 
     

 

    

    
  

Maria Isabel Aguilar 

Stemmed Beauty 

  

   

 

 

Maria Isabel Aguilar 

3 of a Kind 

 

 

 

                

 

 



  

 
 

 

THE TEXAS GOURDZETTE IS 

A BENEFIT OF TGS MEMBERSHIP 
If you would like to view this and back issues in color 

you can access them on the website. 

http://www.texasgourdsociety.org  
 

http://www.texasgourdsociety.org/


  

a gift for us … 

from Georgia 

Cunningham 

 

Braided 

Leather 

Rim 

Tutorial

 



  

 

 



  

  



  

 

 Thanks, Georgia! 

 



  

Membership Matters    
http://www.texasgourdsociety.org/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=95&Itemid=202 
Texas Gourd Society’s membership chair, Joel Hartman, is updating our membership roll. If Joel has not 

received dues or confirmation that you paid by February 28, 2017, you will be taken off the membership list 

and you will not receive update emails from TGS.  

Joel’s mailing address for membership is:            Texas Gourd Society 
His email is: jshartman@ymail.com     P.O. Box 317 

Azel, Texas 76098 

 

 
Kerrville Art and Cultural Center 

Fine Art Gourd Show 
 

Congratulations to all the TGS members who won awards at the 
Kerrville Art and Cultural Center Fine Art Gourd Show.  
 
Southwest category- 1st -Joshie Green, 2nd- Roy Cavarretta, 3rd- Judy Richie.  
 
Contemporary category- 1st, 2nd and 3rd - Judy Richie.  
 
Fiber category- 1st and 3rd- Joanne Tompkins, 2nd- Shelia Guidry. 
 
Carving category- 1st and 3rd- Bill Decker, 2nd- Gloria Christian.  
 
Mixed media - 1st and 3rd- CC Rice, 2nd- Crystal Zeiman.  
 
Sculptural/Figurative- 1st - J Birky, 2nd- Mike Peyton, 3rd - Lynda,Smith.  
 
Best Newcomer was Mike Munter and best of show was Bill Decker.  
 
Judges Special awards- 2 to Crystal Zeiman and 1 to Roy Cavarretta.  
 
5 Honorable Mentions - 2 to Mike Munter, 1 to Yoshie Green, 1 to Shelia Guidry and 1 
to Mike Peyton. 

 

 

 

mailto:jshartman@ymail.com


  

We Mourn the Passing of Cal Stewart 

 

  

Gone but Never Forgotten 

By all accounts a gentle man  

And a giving artist 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

THE TEXAS GOURDZETTE  

NEWSLETTER ADVERTISING RATES  
AD RATES FOR 1 YEAR (4 issues)    Includes a LINK on the TGS website to your website, or your email 

and/or phone number. Single issue ads do not receive a free website link.  
Full Page AD(8.5 x 11 inches) $60 per issue  

 1/2 Page AD  $30 per issue  
 1/3 Page AD  $20 per issue  
 1/4 Page AD  $15 per issue  

1/6 Page AD(3 x 3.5 inches) $10 per issue  
AD RATES PER ISSUE    Single issue ads will run higher if you do not go with a full year  

– and, do not include a free link listed as “Gourdzette Advertisers”.  
Full Page AD(8.5 x 11 inches) $70 per issue  

 1/2 Page AD  $35 per issue  
 1/3 Page AD  $25 per issue  
 1/4 Page AD  $18 per issue  

1/6 Page AD(3 x 3.5 inches) $12 per issue  
Deadlines for ad changes are the first day of March, June, Sept. or Dec.  
Check should be made payable to:  

Texas Gourd  Society 
Blanche Cavarretta, Treasurer 

220 CR 90 E 
Hallettsville, Texas 77964 



  

 

 

 
 

All Hands on Deck! 

These brave people are the committee heads who will produce next year’s 

Gourdfest. They can use some help, folks. Take the time to let them know you 

will help with Lone Star Gourd Festival 2017. Publicity is really needed but 

remember, you will have guidance. 

Show Chair  Debbie Clausen  
John Flewharty    

dclausen82@verizon.net 
dsf1511@verizon.net 

Publicity needed  
Publicity Social Media needed  
Set Up / Breakdown needed  
Vendors Linda Hughes Iamonelinda2@yahoo.com  
 Ways and Means  CC Rice  cricetc@comcast.net 
Competition   Darla Hines and SE Patch dhines@exede.net 
Education   Vickie Hartman  951-491-9051 vickiesvessels@ymail.com  
Hospitality   Penny Lyons    832-593-4533 

Abby Sandlin     281-463-8858 

Txlyonsden@sbcglobal.net  
Abbygail711@hotmail.com  

Set up and breakdown   Jim Lively  blively@wcc.net 
Admissions   Debbie Clausen dclausen82@verizon.net 
Demo   Lelia and Jimmy Sublett jsublett4@austin.rr.com 
Children's Corner  Rona Thornton    512-468-0700 rona.thornton8@gmail.com      

 

 

mailto:dclausen82@verizon.net
mailto:Iamonelinda2@yahoo.com
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Texas Gourd Society, Inc.  

106 Rio Llano Drive 

Llano, Texas  78643 
Address Correction Requested  


