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From your President
I am excited about the Lone Star Gourd Festival this year. We will have a lot going on. The
American Gourd Society will have their annual meeting at our show on Saturday afternoon.
Anyone is welcome to attend. It will be the first time that they have had their meeting in
Texas.
Bobby Hitt will be singing on Friday at 10:30 am and 1:30 pm. He will perform on the stage
in the room where competition will be held. Rona Thornton will be doing the kids booth at
10 am and 2 pm on Saturday, August 1st. And Leila and Jimmy will be heading up demos all
weekend long. There are a lot of classes of all types. And there will be some awesome
gourds for the raffle. Vendors will have plenty for sale. Bayou Gourds will have tons of
gourds for sale. Some of the other vendors will have raw gourds, decorated gourds, alcohol
ink dyes, pine needles, all sorts of tools, beads, waxed linen thread, etc., etc., etc. I will
have Memories Inks and mists, Perfect Pearl Mists, plastic eyes and clay for Santas for sale.
And the list goes on and on. Make sure and check out every booth for goodies you will not
be able to resist.
The TGS semi-annual Board meeting will be held Saturday, August 1st at 5:30 at the
Convention Center. We will discuss having a Spring Gourd Retreat (which would be only
classes), electing officers for 2016, and getting Show Chairs for 2016 Festival. I would like
Patch Leaders to attend meeting and we need at least 25 total members to be able to vote
on items.
The TGS Board has voted to increase dues to $15 a year. Dues have never been increased
since TGS was founded. Membership will vote to accept or reject this proposal at the
Board. These are the bylaws dealing with changing the bylaws.
Section 3 - Twenty-five (25) members shall constitute a quorum at a general membership meeting.
Article 2 Dues
Section 1 - Membership dues per individual or family shall be assessed, the amount of dues to be established
by the Executive Board when deemed necessary, subject to the approval of the membership. The annual dues
will $12 annually.

If you have not looked at Facebook, some of the raffle gourds have been posted there and
some really nice ones have been donated. Thanks to all have who have donated.
And the new website is awesome. Everyone needs to thank CC for all the work on it.

Shelia Guidry, 2015 Texas Gourd Society President

Join
American Gourd
Society
For American Gourd Society membership,
pay $15 directly to
AGS
P.O. Box 2186
Kokomo, IN 46904-2186
phone 765 -453-5047,
or send email.
Texas Gourd Society does NOT collect
American Gourd Society dues.
www.americangourdsociety.org
agsmembership@comcast.net

TGS

Patch

COntacts

TGS Arlington Gourd Patch
- Arlington, TX area
Contact: Cindi Creswell
817-244-0135
Cidnboo@hotmail.com
Website: www.freewebs.com/ArlingtonGourdPatch
TGS Bay Area Gourd Patch
- Baytown TX area
Contact: C.C. Rice
409-945-2892
cricetc@comcast.net
TGS Capital of Texas Gourd Patch
- Austin, TX area
Contact: Lynda Smith
512-524-7897
lyndabethsmith@gmail.com
TS Coastal Bend Gourd Patch
Contact: Shelia Guidry

- Corpus Christi, TX area
Sheliaathome@aol.com

TGS Concho Valley Gourd Patch
- San Angelo, TX area
Contact: Beth Lively
325-456-4556
blively@wcc.net
TGS Cowtown Gourd Patch
- Ft. Worth area
Contact: Barb Petroski
817-249-2929
lunar-wind7@aol.com
Or Becky Wise
817-726-6653
dbwise@swbell.net
Website:
www.angelfire.com/tx5/cowtowngourdpatch
TGS Dallas Gourd Patch
- Dallas TX area
Contact:
Cal Stewart 469-667-8658
caldstewart@yahoo.com
Website: www.facebook.com/DallasGourdPatch
TGS Greater San Antonio Gourd Patch - San Antonio area
Contact: Darla Vosburg 210-846-5494
dvosburg@satx.rr.com
TGS Guadalupe Gourd Patch
- Hill Country area
Contact: Bob Richie
830-357-8939
brichie@ktc.com
Or
Judy Richie
judyrichie@yahoo.com
TGS Southeast Texas Gourd Patch - Houston TX area
Contact: Buddy Trotter
281-300-5013
Website: www.artisanart.biz/tgs_southeast
TGS West Texas Gourd Patch
- Lubbock TX area
Contact: Charla Johnson 806-795-4405
CharKlass@aol.com
Or
Paula Bownds
bownds@windstream.net

TGS Patch Happenings
Arlington Gourd Patch
from Georgia Cunningham
Arlington Gourd Patch is a small group, but with a lot of heart and love for gourding. We meet at the
Fielder House Museum on the 3rd Sunday of each month.
At our April meeting one of our members, Rebecca Truex,
demonstrated a painting technique for us. She is an accomplished
acrylic artist, and we were fortunate to learn from her. Some of us
were able to successfully use acrylic for the technique, while others
(such as I) had to resort to tried and true alcohol inks. Everyone
succeeded in finishing a project so it can be shown at the next
meeting.
Unfortunately our "next meeting" in May had to be cancelled. We
have folks coming from distant towns, and flooding became a safety
factor for our group.

In June, Georgia Cunningham will teach "Braided Leather
Rim" on a gourd. Georgia has been working with leather
for a long time, and it seems to go well as a gourd
embellishment.
If anyone would like to join us, you can find the supply
information on our Arlington Gourd Patch web site. We
welcome new members. Hopefully we will have some
great pieces to share with our group at the June meeting.
Members are still working on our local "gourd challenge".
We are calling it "Into the Woods", and we will be
challenged to use natural products on our gourds.
Members should have their piece finished for the September meeting.

Bay Area Gourd Patch
It’s been wet, to say the least, in the Houston Bay Area so far this year with
recent flooding in Houston, leaving people stranded on the road and unable to
get home. We are finally drying out and the Bay Area Patch organized in
January with 10 members. We meet every 3rd Saturday at the Baytown Art
League, 110 W Texas Ave, Baytown, TX. They have a large meeting room at
the back of the gallery. There is a $5 cost for each class to cover the cost of the
room. Most of our members are new to gourd art so we are teaching basic
techniques and building on those skills. But many of them are trained in art so it
is exciting to watch their ideas. In January we began with tools, moved to dyes,
pine needle coiling, wood burning and transparent acrylics. Everyone is now
looking forward to the Lone Star Gourd Festival and a weekend full of gourds
coming up.
Susan Urban and C.C. Rice will present a gourd art demo to the Art League
members on September 20. There will also be a Clay and Gourds show during
September that everyone is invited to show at. We hope to get a lot of
participation to show people the amazing gourd art our members create.

Condolences
Thoughts and prayers go out to the Endicott family. Elaine Endicott passed away at her
home on June 1. She and her late husband Eugene were well-known in the gourd
world. She was a past Secretary of American Gourd Society. Elaine and Eugene were
gourd suppliers and sold their business to Turtle Feathers. They were both active in
Texas Gourd Society. TGS old-timers will remember them.
Also, we remember Everett James "E.J." Schumacher, 82, of Brenham, who died June
15, 2015, at his residence. On Aug. 14, 1953, he married Merlene Bounds at Berean
Baptist Church in Houston. He and Merlene have been members of TGS since 2011.
Survivors include his wife, Merlene Schumacher of Brenham; sons, Stephen Wayne
Schumacher of Tyler and Scott Dwaine Schumacher of Brenham; and daughter, Sheila
Suders of Brenham

Concho Valley Gourd Patch
Beth Lively blively@wcc.net 325-456-4556
Jim Lively jolively@wcc.net 325-869-0042
April and May meetings
The Concho Valley Gourd Patch met Saturday April 18 with 7 members and 1 guest present. Beth taught the
group how to use canned compressed air (keyboard cleaner) and Toffee GourdMaster Transparent Acrylic paint to
make a faux burl wood candle holder out of a gourd tray / dish. Each design was unique and beautifully done. They
added a glass votive and black aquarium gravel to finish the candle holder.
On Sunday May 17th, the patch, with 11 members present, started a three-part project that will consist of
making a bowl with a metallic finish and a beaded rim and a vase or hanging container out of a single birdhouse
gourd.
Part 1 of the project was cutting and cleaning and included a demonstration on the use of a gourd compass
to mark the gourd. After being marked the gourds were cut using a mini-jigsaw and the two pieces will be the parts
for the next three months. They also talked about cleaning the outside of the gourd and tools that are available to
help clean the inside of the gourd, including a demonstration with a drill equipped with a cleaner ball. The interior of
the tops and bottoms were cleaned and the tops were sanded on a belt sander to even them up. Each of the
members then hand sanded the edges and the rim. The bowls were then painted black on the inside and each of the
artists set them aside. These individual “canvases” are ready for the exterior treatment class next month.
The group then took the tops and each member decided what they wanted to do with them. They each took
the gourd tops home with them and will complete them as a “homework assignment”. Next month they will bring
them back and we will have a “show and tell” time for each of the members. We have named this project, ”Let your
imagination run wild”.

THE TEXAS GOURDZETTE IS
A BENEFIT OF TGS MEMBERSHIP
If you would like to view this and back issues in color
you can access them on the website.
http://www.texasgourdsociety.org

Guadalupe Gourd Patch
The Guadalupe Gourd Patch has been busy learning new techniques. In March, Sharon Harrison showed
us all how to make a Thunder Drum. This was probably our longest meeting, since everyone was having a
blast making theirs.

At the April meeting we changed
course and learned closed coiling
using Waxed Linen. We had to use at
least two colors.

We also discussed the upcoming Southwest Fine Art Gourd Show, held at the Kerr Arts and Cultural
Center here in Kerrville. The show begins on May 21 with the awards reception on May 23. The last day
is July 5. Our patch volunteers to receive the entries and set up the show. Also, we help provide the food
for the reception. A lot of fine gourd artists from around the country will show their beautiful art. Both the
March and April meetings were held in the home of Judy Richie in Kerrville.
Our May meeting will be held on the 11th
at Ann Little's home in
Fredericksburg. Sharon Harrison will
show us all how to do Inverted Coiling
with leather.
The Guadalupe Gourd Patch, meets on
the second of every month from 10 to
2pm. We have a wonderful potluck
lunch. Come and join us. We have a
Yahoo group forum for our members.

Southwest Gourd

Fine Art Show

2015 Winners

3rd Place Carving
Shelia Guidry
Antlers, Deer and More
Antlers

1st Place Southwest
Cal Stewart
Out West

2nd Place Fiber
Joanne Tompkins
Rock Basket

2nd Place Southwest
Roy V. Cavarretta
Land, Sky, and Sea
Honorable Mention
Roy V. Cavarretta
Tiger Fish

3rd Place Contemporary
Judy Richie
Running in Circles

3rd Place Southwest
Judy Richie
Desert Dragonflies
Honorable Mention
Crystal Zieman
Forest Scene
2nd Place Contemporary
Judy Richie
Eternal Flame

Honorable Mention
Lynda Smith
Ghost Pueblo

Ca l l for Gou rds
Co llec tor’s Sh ow – “Clay and Gourds”
The Art League of Baytown and the TGS Bay Area Gourd
Patch would like to invite the TGS members to display their
gourds during the Art League’s Collectors Show – “Clay and
Gourds” which is sponsored by Cameo (Clay Arts Museum
and Educational Organization). The purpose of this show is
to educate the public on the value of art as an investment.
Gourds can be your own work or from your private collection.
The Art League has locking lighted glass cases for collector
pieces. Gourds can be sold during the show with 15% of
sales going to the Art League for members and 30% for nonmembers. Art League membership is $30/person or
$40/family. You may join the day entries are accepted.
The show will run September 2-26. Entries will be accepted
Sunday, August 30 from 2:00 pm - 5:00 pm and Monday,
August 31 from 10:00 am until 2:00 pm. Pick up dates will
be immediately after close of the last day of the show or
during open hours - Wednesday - Friday 10:00 am - 4:00 pm
and Saturday 10:00 am - 1:00 pm.
There will be a special private opening on Thursday evening, September 3rd, by invitation only. This will
include the TGS members, Art League members and Cameo members.
Help us show the Houston and Bay Area what gourd art is about, along with the value of art as an
investment, and make this a great show with your work and private collections!
Contact Susan Urban, hummingbird707@gmail.com or C.C. Rice cricetc@comcast.net for more information
or for support in getting gourds to the show. If you plan to enter the show, please let us know as soon as
possible so we can plan displays, etc. accordingly.

Membership Matters
Texas Gourd Society has a new membership chair, Joel Hartman, and he is trying to update our
membership roll. Joel has not gotten all the info from Joe Pritchard to know for sure who has or has
not renewed their membership. Everyone has until after the Lone Star Festival (August 2, 2015) to
let us know if you have paid your 2015 dues. If Joel has not received dues or confirmation that you
paid by the end of the show, you will be taken off the membership list and you will not receive
update emails from TGS.
Joel’s mailing address for membership is:

Texas Gourd Society

His email is: jshartman@ymail.com

P.O. Box 317
Azel, Texas 76098

Pigments vs. Dye – What’s The Difference?
By Ginger Davis Allman

http://thebluebottletree.com

Ginger Davis Allman is a polymer clay artist with a scientific curiosity. Her website
is beautiful and filled with color and inspiration for the uses of polymer clay. Check
out the link and prepare to be inspired with ideas for gourd and polymer projects.
The arts and crafts world can sometimes be rather confusing because terms get tossed
around with the assumption that the reader knows the meaning, but the terms are
seldom defined. In a nutshell, the difference between pigments and dyes boils down to mud vs sugar-water.
When you scoop a cup full of muddy water from a puddle, the water is brown. There is silt and dirt and mud
particles suspended in the water. Given enough time, without being disturbed, the particles will settle out of
the water and collect on the bottom of the cup. The larger particles will settle first and it might take many
weeks or months for the finer particles to settle out. Chemically, this is called a suspension.
However, if you mix a spoonful of sugar into a cup of water, the sugar will completely dissolve into the water.
If you let the cup of sugar-water sit, capped to avoid evaporation, on the shelf for a long time you will never
get a layer of sugar particles settling on the bottom of the container. Chemically, this is called a solution. The
sugar (solute) is dissolved in the water (solvent) to form a solution. (Remember it now? And you said you’d
never have to use high school chemistry again! Ha!)
You intuitively know this about muddy water and sugar-water, and it helps to think of pigments and dyes the
same way. Pigments, like mud, are finely ground particles of color which are suspended in a medium (such as
water) to create a paint or coloring agent. Dyes are chemicals, like sugar, that are dissolved in a medium (such
as water) to create a paint or coloring agent. Notice the difference in words there…suspended vs dissolved.
Mud vs sugar. Makes sense, doesn’t it?
A pigment paint, when applied to a base such as paper, will lay on top of the paper. It will form a coating over
the paper. Of course the fine particles of the pigment can get stuck in between the paper fibers and will stain
the paper in much the same way that dirt will get ground into the knees of a 6 year old’s jeans. But the
particles are physically, not chemically bound. It’s painted on. (And it’s the medium, such as the paint carrier,
that makes it stick to the paper.)
A dye, on the other hand, will chemically bind to the paper. Some dyes might need another chemical, called a
mordant, to make that happen. If you’ve ever dyed fabric you know that some types of dyes only chemically
bind to some types of fibers. But in general a dye will bind to the material you’re using it on. It’s not painted
on the surface. It becomes part of the material.

http://thebluebottletree.com

What's the Difference Between Polyurethane, Varnish, Shellac and Lacquer?
Polyurethane
Essentially a plastic in the form of a liquid until it dries, polyurethane is available in both water- and oil-based
options, and comes in varieties from satin to glossy.
Water-based polyurethane is popular because of its low odor and low toxicity. It goes on clear without adding
a slight color that oil-based versions can, and it dries much faster. As with shellac, water-based polyurethane
won't hold up well to heat and chemicals. It's good for bookcases, desks, side tables and picture frames —
anything that won't be exposed to extremes.
Minwax Polycrylic is an example of a fortified water-based polyurethane than can stand up a bit better to
rough conditions. It also can go over oil-based finishes and can be applied using synthetic-bristle brushes, a
foam roller or a rag, as can other water-based polyurethanes. Water-based oil-modified polyurethane is a
relatively new product that combines the durability of an oil base with the cleanup of a water base. This
product can actually be used on wooden floors.
Oil-based polyurethane is slightly more durable than water-based, especially when it comes to handling heat, so a
kitchen table is a good candidate. It adds a slight color tone and will bring out the richness of wood.
When working with oil-based polyurethane, use a respirator in a well-ventilated area. Apply using a natural-bristle brush
or rag. Oil-based takes much longer to dry and cure than water-based, so plan accordingly and follow the manufacturer's
directions.
Both oil- and water-based polyurethane can be applied to latex/acrylic paint; however, oil-based polyurethane will create
a yellow or amber hue, especially to light colors. To add durability without affected color, use a water-based finish.
You can also purchase polyurethane in a spray can which makes it a bit easier to apply, especially on large projects.
Wipe-on polyurethane is used primarily by woodworkers who want to create a “hand-rubbed” finish on special projects.
These two run the extremes of ease of use, but produce excellent results.

Varnish
Varnish is a clear film finish that is made from oils and resins. It is a durable material that has a fairly high
percentage of solids so only a few coats are needed for the finish. It can also give your wood a nice shine and a
glossy finish. Satin sheen finishes can also be obtained by adding flatting agents to your varnish. Varnish also
gives your furniture a protective film making it weatherproof and easier to clean. Although both varnish
and lacquer are flammable, varnish is a bit safer to use than lacquer since it is the less flammable between the
two. However, it may take a while for it to dry and it may also become yellow over time. Furthermore, it is not
very easy to repair.
Varnish is usually applied by brushing. This is because of its thickness and the nature of the chemicals that it
contains. Although this type of finish is usually applied on indoor furniture, there are certain types of varnishes
that are specially made for outdoor ones as well.

Lacquer
Lacquer is a solvent-based finish that can be applied on both wooden and metal furniture. It is usually clear but
it may also come in different tints and colors. It contains plasticizers that make it harder and more durable than
varnish. It dries more quickly. The very hard finishes that some lacquers can produce actually help your
furniture look more beautiful and become more resistant to damage. Lacquer is also easier to repair, but is
more flammable than varnish. Like varnish, lacquer can produce surfaces that are shiny and glossy because it
contains shellac mixed with alcohol. However, unlike varnish, no flatting agents are required. There are many
different levels of sheen available for lacquer, so make sure you pick the right one. Due to its natural gloss,
only one coat is needed instead of the many coats needed for varnish. However, it can easily be scratched and
it may also become yellow over time.
Although lacquer may be applied by both spraying and brushing, it is more often applied by spraying since it
is thinner. Lacquer is also usually used on outdoor furniture and generally applied as a top coat.
Protect yourself and the work area
Spraying is fast and gives a smooth finish, but it also creates a fine mist of solvent and finish that drifts and
settles on everything in sight and is dangerous to breathe. To avoid problems, work outdoors if possible. If you
spray indoors, cover everything with plastic sheeting or drop cloths and wear a respirator fitted with organic
vapor filters, especially if you’re spraying lacquer. Also put an exhaust fan in the window. Read the label on
the spray can for additional safety precautions.
Spatter-free coverage
It’s hard to get even coverage if you start or stop spraying on the surface you’re coating. The spatters that
happen when you first push the button can blemish your work, and spray builds up in one spot if you don’t
move fast enough. An easy and foolproof way to avoid these problems is to start spraying before you reach the
edge of the project, move across the project at an even pace, and stop spraying after you’ve gone past the far
edge. This technique guarantees an even, spatter- free coat of finish across the entire surface.
Read more: http://www.familyhandyman.com/woodworking/staining-wood/spray-finishing-on-

wood/view-all#ixzz3UeZugWcQ

Deadline for submissions
for the next issue is October 7!

ANNUAL
MEMBERSHIP
TEXAS GOURD SOCIETY
THE TEXAS GOURDZETTE
NEWSLETTER ADVERTISING
RATES
AD RATES FOR 1 YEAR (4 issues) Includes
a LINK on the TGS website to your website, or
your email and/or phone number. Single issue
ads do not receive a free website link.
Full Page AD(8.5 x 11 inches) $60 per issue
1/2 Page AD
$30 per issue
1/3 Page AD
$20 per issue
1/4 Page AD
$15 per issue
1/6 Page AD(3 x 3.5 inches) $10 per issue
Deadlines for ad changes are the first day of March, June,
Sept. or Dec.

AD RATES PER ISSUE
Single issue ads will run slightly higher if you do not
go with a full year – and, do not include a free link
listed as “Gourdzette Advertisers”.

The Kappa Chapter, TEXAS GOURD SOCIETY
(TGS) is part of the American Gourd Society
(AGS). Membership benefits of TGS include
quarterly newsletters called THE TEXAS
GOURDZETTE, source information for seeds,
gourds,
educational
materials,
show
information, tools, seminars, workshops,
meetings, horticulture, demonstrations, ideas
for embellishing and more. Texas is divided
into regions called “TGS Gourd Patches”. Dues
for TGS members are $12 per year, expiring
Dec. 31. Two state meetings are held: one in
Spring and one in Fall.
TGS ANNUAL MEMBERSHIP FORM
Name ___________________________________
Address
__________________________________
City ________________ State______ Zip_ _ _ _
Phone ______________ Email _______________

Full Page AD(8.5 x 11 inches) $70 per issue
1/2 Page AD
$35 per issue
1/3 Page AD
$25 per issue
1/4 Page AD
$18 per issue
1/6 Page AD(3 x 3.5 inches) $12 per issue
Deadlines for ad changes are the first day of March, June,
Sept. or Dec.

Check should be made payable to:

The Texas Gourd Society
and mailed to:
1518 Airline Drive, Katy, TX 77493

GOURDZETTE EDITOR
Rickie Newell
(830)613-4246 rickie.newell@gmail.com

Membership (Circle One)
New Member

Amount Enclosed Renewal

$12 renewal
$12 TGS MEMBERSHIP RENEWAL STARTS JANUARY
FIRST EACH YEAR.
DUES FOR NEW MEMBERS JOINING IN LATER
MONTHS ARE PRORATED: JAN $12, FEB $11, MAR
$10, APRIL $9, MAY $8, JUNE $7.
TO COVER CURRENT + FOLLOWING YEAR: JULY $18
(12+6), AUG $17, SEPT $16.
Please mail payment and completed form to:
TEXAS GOURD SOCIETY
P.O.Box 317
Azel, TX 76098
Make checks payable to: Texas Gourd Society, Inc.

Texas Gourd Society, Inc. Vol. 20-2
1518 Airline Drive
Katy, TX 77493
Address Correction Requested

