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Veteran saxophone p layer ,  Pau l  Sawte l le ,  has 
been pay ing h is dues as a mus ic ian for over 30 
years and en joys every minute of i t .  As a top-she l f 
ar ranger ,  sou l ,  rock, b ig band, and b lues s ideman, 
in-demand sess ion p layer and featured so lo is t  on 
scores of s tud io pro jects and l i ve shows, Pau l ’s 
dr iv ing pass ion and v i r tuos i ty have a lways been 
f ront and center .  

He current ly p lays in the Pac i f ic Nor thwest as a 
s ing le act w i th t racks, in S2 a duo wi th percus-
s ion is t  Tommy Sandova l legos .  He a lso has a f i ve-
p iece jazz band wi th voca l is t  and p lays a l to saxo-
phone in the K ings of Swing, a 17 p iece b ig band.

In 2015 Pau l  re leased h is f i rs t  CD as a lead ar t -
is t .  The CD recorded dur ing the fa l l  o f  2014, at 
the legendary London Br idge Stud io in Seat t le 
w i th producer/eng ineer Geof f  Ot t .   Sawte l le ex-
p la ined he had a s imp le goa l  for what he wanted 
to ach ieve wi th the CD. “ I  wanted to make t ime less 
mus ic wi th a contemporary sound us ing a l l  rea l 
ins t ruments . ”  He a lso wanted the sound rooted in 
the sou l / rock/ jazz roots he loves p lay ing so much. 
Pau l  spent a fu l l  year work ing on song cho ices and 
p ick ing wor ld-c lass mus ic ians to p lay wi th h im. “ I 
l i s tened to hundreds of songs to get to the top 25 
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Contact Paul to Book any of his bands:
	 Paul Sawtel le Single Act, S2 Duo, 
	 Paul Sawtel le Jazz Quartet
	 The Kings of Swing Big Band

I found most compe l l i ng .  I  went to see every band I 
cou ld to f ind mus ic ians I  loved, ”  add ing, “As cr i t ica l 
as the song cho ices were, the groove was equa l ly 
impor tant . “

Pau l ’s p layed for Pres ident C l in ton, opened for ar t -
is ts f rom Savoy Brown to Jonny Lang, appeared 
on nat iona l  te lev is ion shows and, in 2008, won 
a prest ig ious Spe l leman Award, the Norweg ian 
equ iva lent of  The Grammy, for h is horn arrange-
ments and p lay ing on Sony Mus ic ’s ext raord inary 
b lues band, Orbo and the Longshots a lbum. He 
star ted h is profess iona l  mus ic career tour ing the 
West Coast and Canada wi th the n ine-p iece horn 
band Lowdown. 

When asked about the f i rs t  mus ic that insp i red h im 
as a p layer ,  he d idn ’ t  hes i ta te .  “The f i rs t  Ch icago 
Trans i t  Author i ty a lbum had a t remendous impact 
on me. The mix ture of rock and horns was insp i r ing 
and f resh .  See ing that band for the f i rs t  t ime l i ve 
was mag ica l . ”  He a lso cou ldn ’ t  get enough of oth-
er groove and horn-based bands and p layers l ike 
Tom Scot t ,  Tower of Power ,  Jan is Jop l in ,  Moby 
Grape, B lood, Sweat & Tears,  Dav id Sanborn, 
Lenny P icket t ,  Grover Wash ington, Jr .  & Stan ley 
Turrent ine . 

Discography:
Man With The Bag - Kings of Swing
What You’ve Got - Sweet Kiss Momma
Virtual Insanity - Paul Sawtel le
Broken - Raymond Hayden
Broken Wisdom - Tin Man
Path To Freedom - Perry Acker
Blue Skies - Kings of Swing
Ful l Circle - Kings of Swing
Awards:
Spelleman Award
	 Norwegian equivalent of The Grammy
Academia Music Award
	 Why Can’t We Live Together Video
Rock, R & B & Blues
Opened for:
Jonny Lang
Savoy Brown
Bands:
ORBO and the Longshots
The Nolan Garrett Band
Tin Man
Strangely Alr ight
Raymond Hayden
	 & The Monsters in the Dark
The Jupiter Order
Perry Acker
Sweet Kiss Momma
LowDown
Blues Redemption
The Fat Tones
The Ho, Ho,Ho’s (aka The Jul iettes)
DreamWreck
Jazz:
The Kings of Swing Big Band
Elizabeth Hott
	 & The Sugar Daddies
The West Seatt le Big Band
The Swing Reunion Orchestra
The Wayne Simon Big Band
The Paul Sawtel le Jazz Quartet

pau l@paulsawte l le .com . 253.222.9806
Website: 	 h t t p : / / www . p a u l s aw t e l l e . c om
Facebook: 	f a c e b o o k . c o m / p a u l . s a w t e l l e
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