
 

                                       From the desk of  

 Brothers and Sisters in Christ; Grace and peace! 

 

There is no doubt that we are in extra ordinary times. I can never 

emphasize this enough. Today the Universal Church observes 

Palm and Passion Sunday as we reach the final phase of our for-

ty-day Lenten journey. But strange enough, this celebrations 

are quietly observed in many Churches all over the world to-

day. However, no matter where you may be, I want us to know 

that Holy Week is upon us as we enter into the Passion, Death, 

and Resurrection of our Lord Jesus Christ. Today’s Divine Lit-

urgy helps us relive the events that brought about our redemp-

tion and salvation, and while we are part of the crowd that 

comes to meet Jesus as he enters Jerusalem, may we also remem-

ber to be with him at the cross. 

 

Ac- cording to Scripture scholars, the third of Isaiah’s Songs of the Suffering 

Servant (that mysterious character) foreshadows Jesus’ own life and mission. The Book of the 

Prophet Isaiah has a profound impact on the New Testament! In the same way, St. Paul’s Letter to 

the Philippians resonates with an ancient Christian hymn. This refers to a very early Christian un-

derstanding of who Jesus is – pure manifestation of God’s love: “Rather he emptied himself taking 

the form of a slave, coming in human likeness.” This beautiful liturgy precludes our Gospel read-

ing with poignancy and regal simplicity. 

 

Our solemn entrance that took place at the opening of today’s Mass echoes the royal reception that 

Jesus received from His admirers: the crowd that accompanied Him for the two miles from the 

Mount of Olives to Jerusalem. In the second part of today’s Gospel, as we listen to the Passion of 

Christ according to Matthew, we are deeply challenged to examine our own lives in light of the 

characters in the Passion story. In as much as we detest the ‘types’ in the Passion narrative, we can 

be considering how even we may be like Peter, who denies Jesus; Judas, who betrays Jesus; Pilate, 

who acts against his conscience as he condemns Jesus to death on the cross; Herod, who ridicules 

Jesus; and the leaders of the people, who pigheadedly insist on getting rid of Jesus. 

 

Thus, may I suggest some internal probing, especially as many of us battle with boredoms these 

days as a result of Covid–19: Do the tears of Jesus affect my sinful soul as He weeps over Jerusa-

lem at the beginning of His Palm Sunday procession? Am I a barren fig tree? What type of fruit is 

God expecting of me at the beginning of Holy Week? Can I produce a bounty of holiness, purity, 

justice, humility, obedience, charity, and forgiveness? If not, do I continue to generate bitter fruits 

of injustice, pride, discrimination, hatred, jealousy, impurity, and selfishness? Finally, as Jesus 

whips people out of the temple, could I have been among those? This Holy week, the Church in-

vites us to behold and experience the extravagance of God’s personal love for us in a very mysteri-

ous way and asks us to persevere in our we daily struggles. Amen! 

 

A Prayerful Holy Week!  

Fr. Julius 


