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MINUTES
The Mayor and City Council met in regular session on Wednesday, May 24, 2023, at 6:00 p.m. in the meeting room of the Corbin Studio and Gallery.

PRESENT

Darlene Taylor, Mayor
Ivan Lankford, Council Vice President, via zoom
Eric Banks, Councilman
Casey Goldsborough, Councilman
LaVerne Johnson, Councilwoman
Joyce L. Morgan, Clerk-Treasurer
Andrew Illuminati, City Solicitor

Also in attendance; Valerie Swift, Secretary; Rick Taylor, Chief of Police;
Theola Rodriguez; Valerie Styles; Dawna Johnson; Richard Johnson; Kyler Tyler, Pastor Dorothy Holden; Hellen Murray and John Wunder.

INVOCATION - CALL TO ORDER, LORD’S PRAYER, PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE
Mayor Taylor called the meeting to order, opening with the Lord’s Prayer and the Pledge of Allegiance.
APPROVAL OF MINUTES – Budget Work Session & Regular Meeting 4/12/2023
Councilman Banks made a motion to approve the minutes from the Budget Work Session and the Regular Meeting of 4/12/23.  Motion seconded by Councilwoman Johnson and carried 4-0.
90th BIRTHDAY PROCLAMATION – REV. DOROTHY HOLDEN – Councilwoman Johnson
Councilwoman Johnson presented and read aloud a 90th Birthday Proclamation presented to Rev. Dorothy Holden on this momentous occasion.
RECOGNITION OF HEROIC ACT, ANDREW JONES, AND GREG LAWSON – Chief Taylor
Chief Taylor read aloud certificates of heroism for Andrew Jones and Greg Lawson along with presenting CPD challenge coins, for their heroic act of saving Mrs. Dawna Johnson’s dog from being attacked by pit bulls.  Neither of the gentlemen were present to accept their certificate.
 Mrs. Johnson noted that she was walking her dog on a leash when three pit bulls jumped her. She advised that she and her dog would have been seriously injured without the help of Mr. Jones and Mr. Lawson.
PLANNING COMMISSION RECOMMENDATION TO MAYOR AND COUNCIL– MURRAY PROPERTY – Kyle Tyler, Insp.
Mr. Tyler reviewed the Planning Commission’s recommendation concerning a plat for the property of Diana Murray, noting that it would be consolidated from 3 parcels, into 2.  
At this time, Councilwoman Johnson made a motion to accept the Planning Commission’s recommendation concerning the Murray Property.   Motion seconded by Councilman Goldsborough and carried unanimously. 4-0.
FIRST READER – WATER ORDINANCE – Mayor Taylor 
[bookmark: _Hlk139461351] Mayor Taylor advised that the Council needed to make a motion to adopt the Water Ordinance for First Reader. Mr. Illuminati read the Ordinance aloud,  noting that no changes were being made to the water rate. Councilman Goldsborough made a motion to adopt the water ordinance for first reader. Motion seconded by Councilman Banks and carried unanimously 4-0.

FIRST READER – SEWER ORDINANCE – Mayor Taylor 
[bookmark: _Hlk139462697]Mayor Taylor advised that the Council needed to make a motion to adopt the Sewer Ordinance for First Reader. Mr. Illuminati read the Ordinance noting that no changes were being made to the sewer rate. Councilman Goldsborough made a motion to adopt the sewer ordinance for first reader. Motion seconded by Councilman Banks and carried unanimously 4-0.
FIRST READER – GARBAGE ORDINANCE – Mayor Taylor 
Mayor Taylor advised that the Council needed to make a motion to adopt the Garbage Ordinance for First Reader. Mr. Illuminati read the Ordinance aloud, noting that two changes were being made to this Ordinance – the fee increased from $13.95 per month to $14.40 per month and the can size is now a 95 gallon can. Councilman Goldsborough made a motion to adopt the garbage ordinance for first reader. Motion seconded by Councilman Banks and carried unanimously 4-0.
FIRST READER – BUDGET ORDINANCE – Mayor Taylor 
Mayor Taylor presented for First Reader the Budget Ordinance for 2023-2024. Mrs. Morgan reviewed sections 1-4.  She noted that the total budget is $6,215,041 in revenue and expenditures.
After further brief discussion, Councilman Banks made a motion to approve the 2023-2024 Budget for First Reader.  Motion seconded by Councilwoman Johnson and carried unanimously 4-0.
CODE RED – SIGN UP FOR EMERGENCY ALERTS AND NOTIFICATION – Mrs. Morgan
Mrs. Morgan read aloud the Code Red announcement that will be on the City’s website and Facebook page.  She noted that we will be doing a test run this week.  She asked Mr. Crumbacker if he could do a story on Code Red for the County Times.  Mrs. Morgan noted that we can target specific areas for notification by drawing a circle around the affected area that needs notification for whatever reason.
Mayor Taylor noted that some people may already be registered if they have already signed up with Somerset County Emergency Services but suggested still going in and signing up to make sure. 
Mrs. Morgan noted that the first test is scheduled this Saturday concerning the softshell festival on Sunday.
DHCD – FAÇADE & ARMORY GRANT – Mrs. Merritt
Mrs. Merritt reviewed slides concerning the Façade and Armory Grant.  She went on to review the slides and requested approval from the Mayor and  City Council for the application to DHCD SRP for a $75K grant.  
She noted that 17 people attended the meeting and there were 4 valid applications.  
Approval so moved by Councilman Goldsborough, seconded by Councilwoman Johnson and carried 4-0.
In reference to the Armory, Mrs. Merritt noted that a letter of intent had been submitted to Rural Maryland Council for $45,000 Sustainability plan and also for $75K for engineering project maintenance plus $100K for engineering for the Jersey Wastewater Pumping Station.  She advised that the City had received 1M in funding so far for work at the armory, but she needs to apply for $250,000 more from DHCD. 
Approval  to proceed with the application to DHCD for $250,000 so moved by Councilwoman Johnson, seconded by Councilman Goldsborough and carried unanimously, 4-0.
LAPTOP UPDATE – Mrs. Merritt
Mrs. Merritt noted that the laptops have been awarded, but we are waiting for the software interface portal that will be used to track distribution, in June.
DISCUSSION – NUISANCE ORDINANCE – Councilman Goldsborough
Councilman Goldsborough reviewed three sample codes concerning demolition and nuisance maintenance.  He advised that he is working with Mr. Tyler and Mr. Illuminati to make code enforcement easier through having one nuisance code.  During further discussion, Mr. Illuminati advised that the goal is to have one general area that addresses this in the City Code.  Councilman Goldsborough noted that it will make labeling a property as derelict a lot easier.  Mr. Illuminati noted that it will also make it easier for a Judge to make a decision if the violation goes to court.   
At this time, Councilman Banks made a motion to move forward with the Code review/revision for the Nuisance Ordinance.   Motion seconded by Councilwoman Johnson and carried unanimously, 4-0.
ACKNOWLEDGEMENT OF PROPERTY TRANSFERS – Mayor Taylor
Mayor Taylor thanked the County Commissioners for the property transfers of 8 properties for our affordable housing program.
SOFTSHELL FESTIVAL & WATERMAN’S HALL OF FAME, SUNDAY, MAY 28TH NOON TO 4:30 P.M. – Mayor Taylor
Mayor Taylor noted the upcoming events.
PUBLIC INPUT
No public input offered.
COUNCIL COMMENTS
Council Vice President Lankford gave a shout-out to the Crisfield Fire Department for giving out smoke detectors and installing them. He noted persons could contact CFD if you need a smoke detector.  He also noted that he would be attending the next meeting in person.
Councilwoman Johnson noted that Pastor Holden was surprised that she received the Birthday Proclamation.
Councilwoman Johnson made reference to loud music and the noise ordinance.
Chief Taylor noted that the Ordinance applies if you can hear music in a vehicle from more than 50’ away.  He also noted that the noise ordinance goes into effect at 11:00 p.m.
He advised that he had Sgt. Luedtke monitor areas. He advised that people can contact CPD if they have complaints.
Councilman Banks made reference to Economic Development,  as the downtown waterfront Chair.  He noted that he has a person working on addressing amenities and development. He also noted that he would like to see the Mayor and Council get back to holding work sessions.
Councilman Goldsborough noted that everyone needs to pay attention to code changes and more to come.  He advised that the City will enforce regulations harder, so fix violations now.
Councilwoman Johnson noted that she had met with the community gardeners and they want to do several things with the City, as well as do work at the entrance of the City.
MAYOR COMMENTS
Mayor Taylor congratulated the 2023 CHS graduates and offered them best wishes.  She also congratulated Ronnie Sterling for winning the Eastern Shore Idol.
ADJOURNMENT
With no further business for discussion, Councilwoman Johnson made a motion to adjourn, seconded by Councilman Banks and carried unanimously, 4-0.
						Respectfully submitted,
						Joyce L. Morgan, Clerk-Treasurer
Prepared by Valerie Swift, Secretary
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