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COVID-19 death toll 
could reach 240,000

See page 9

We hope you and your fami-
ly are staying healthy and well. 
News about COVID-19 is chang-
ing every day. We do our best to 
ensure that what you read here 
in our print edition is the most 
current information available. 
Please understand that some 
news, particularly the number 
of people affected, has undoubt-
ably changed since we sent this 
paper to the printing presses. We 
encourage you, if possible, to 
visit our Facebook page at www.
facebook.com/greenvillepioneer 
where we are sharing breaking 
news, closings and cancelations. 

To our readers,

Thank you, 
The Greenville Pioneer

By Melanie Lekocevic
Courtesy Columbia-Greene Media

GREENE COUNTY―
Everyone is aware by now 
of mandates to practice so-
cial distancing, hand hygiene 
and other ways of preventing 
transmission of the coronavi-
rus, but here’s a possible dan-
ger you may not have thought 
of — spreading the virus 
through your trash.

Trash disposal was deemed 
an “essential” service by Gov. 
Andrew Cuomo when he put 
strict regulations in place in 
the battle against COVID-19. 
But waste-disposal experts say 
there are risks if garbage is not 
handled and packaged proper-
ly — and that is a concern for 
them.

In Greenville, the town 
recycling center is open, but 
with limited hours. Town res-
idents needing to dispose of 
trash or recyclables can stop 
by the center from 8 a.m. to 
noon on Wednesday and Sat-
urday only.

Mary Barbato, vice presi-
dent of marketing and commu-

nications for Carmen Barbato, 
Inc., a waste disposal company 
serving Greene, Columbia and 
Berkshire counties, said there 
are things everyone should be 
doing to prevent the spread of 
the coronavirus through the 
trash.

People who are infected, or 
may be, are asked to take ex-
tra precautions to protect both 
sanitation workers and the 
community at large, Barbato 
said.

“If you have the corona-
virus or suspect you do, we 
ask that you don’t put your 
garbage out until a week after 

you have been cleared by your 
doctor,” she said.

But everyone is asked to 
take steps to prevent possible 
transmission, infected or not.

“To keep our drivers and 
the community safe, we ask 
that households please make 

sure they are bagging all 
garbage so it makes it to its 
destination, and refrain from 
overfl owing your totes,” said 
company owner Carmen Bar-
bato Jr. “As we know, the virus 
remains on household garbage 
for days, depending on the 
carrier material. For that rea-
son, together we need to mini-

mize the amount of ‘touch’ our 
drivers have on garbage.”

When putting your trash to-
gether for disposal, you should 
double bag it and make sure it 
fi ts securely in your trash can. 
There should be no loose gar-
bage, no loose tissues or paper 
towels included with recycla-
bles, and trash cans should not 
be overfl owing. Drivers will 
only collect trash that is stored 
in the tote, Carmen Barbato 
said.

All recyclables should also 
be rinsed clean, and all liq-
uids should be emptied before 
being placed in the garbage. 
Customers are asked to wear 
gloves when handling their 
trash cans, and sanitize them 
regularly.

“People are not bagging 
their garbage — there are loose 
things like tissues and paper 
towels in with recyclables,” 
Mary Barbato said. “That is 
not sanitary, and it doesn’t be-
long with recyclables. People 
are overstuffi ng their totes — 
please refrain from doing that, 

PHOTO CONTRIBUTED
Trash is a possible danger when it comes to spreading COVID-19.

Trash can pose Trash can pose 
COVID-19 riskCOVID-19 risk

See TRASH, page 10

Schools 
remain 
closed

By Andrea Macko
Greenville Pioneer

GREENVILLE—Schoo l s 
will remain closed statewide 
through mid-April and the state’s 
fi rst temporary hospital was 
completed in New York City on 
Friday as New York remains the 
nation’s epicenter for the novel 
coronavirus, or COVID-19.

Schools will now remain 
closed statewide through April 
15. Schools across New York 
were ordered closed March 18 
through April 1 to be reassessed 
every two weeks. The state’s 
waiver was extended for school 
districts to receive state aid with-
out holding physical classes for 
180 days. 

During this time, schools are 
still required to provide continu-
ity of instruction, meals for stu-
dents and information on avail-
able childcare resources

“We understand the challeng-
es the school closure creates for 
families. Hopefully, this extend-
ed closure will help keep our stu-
dents and community healthier,” 
said Greenville Central School 
District Superintendent Tammy 
Sutherland. “When the District 
receives additional guidance 
concerning the Governor’s Ex-
ecutive Order, we will be able 
to share more details and answer 
additional questions, including 
those surrounding spring break, 
grading, and other regulatory 
requirements. We recognize the 
diffi culties faced by our students 
and families and ask for patience 
during these unprecedented 
times.”

“Our teachers, staff, stu-
dents and families have done an 
amazing job working together to 
keep our students engaged while 
schools are closed. Our caring 
community inspires me with 
their dedication to our students 
and families,” Sutherland added.

“We understand the challeng-
es the school closure creates for 
families. Hopefully, this extend-
ed

closure will help keep our stu-
dents and community healthier as 
we look forward to getting past 
this pandemic and getting back 
to our normal routines,” said 
Cairo-Durham Superintendent of 
Schools Michael Wetherbee. 

“I am incredibly proud of 
our teachers, staff, students and 
parents who have done such an 
amazing job working together to 
keep educating our community’s 
children while school is closed,” 
Wetherbee added. “The innova-
tive ways teachers and staff have 
used to teach, the commitment 
our students have demonstrated 

See SCHOOLS, page 10

By Nora Mishanec
Courtesy of Columbia-Greene Media

GREENE COUNTY―A 
proposed budget amend-
ment that would cut local 
voices out of the solar per-
mitting process is moving 
forward despite pushback 
from Greene and Columbia 
county officials.

Negotiations are con-
tinuing on the proposed 
changes to siting solar and 
wind energy, known as the 
Accelerated Renewable 
Energy Growth and Com-
munity Benefit Act, said 
Jordan Levine, deputy com-
munications director for the 
energy and environment in 
the office of Gov. Andrew 

Cuomo.
“It is impossible to say 

if anything outside the 
normal will get done, but 
renewable energy siting is 
still on the table,” he said.

Since the budget amend-
ment was announced on 
Feb. 21, local officials have 
warned that changing so-
lar siting laws to abolish 
the existing review process 
would violate home rule 
and diminish local author-
ity over land use.

“We would be powerless 
against the state if it pass-
es,” said Coxsackie Town 
Supervisor Rick Hanse.

“We are at the mercy 
of the state whether they 
take it out of the budget, 

and should it pass, the state 
will have complete authori-
ty to override town zoning 
laws,” he said. “If you take 
away a town’s right to have 
charge of zoning, you have 
taken away a good portion 
of the town’s reason to ex-
ist.”

Hanse said local offi-
cials have been lobbying 
lawmakers to debate the 
proposed amendment sep-
arate from budget negotia-
tions, a move supported by 
state Sen. Daphne Jordan, 
R-43.

Changes to the solar sit-
ing process do not belong 
in the state budget, Jordan 

Act would abolish local voice 
in solar review process

Greenville Recycling Center reduces hours

Find the perfect color for any room in your 
home with Ben Moore’s tools! Get started at:
www.GNHlumber.com/PickColor

Greenville • Windham 
www.GNHlumber.com

“To keep our drivers and the community safe, we ask 
that households please make sure they are bagging all 

garbage so it makes it to its destination, and refrain from 
overfl owing your totes. As we know, the virus remains on 

household garbage for days, depending on the carrier 
material. For that reason, together we need to minimize 

the amount of ‘touch’ our drivers have on garbage.”
— CARMEN BARBATO JR., OWNER OF CARMEN BARBATO, INC.

O�  cials are 
concerned that the 
proposed changes 

could accelerate the 
development of solar 
farms across Greene 

and Columbia 
counties, including 

Hecate Energy’s 
proposed 700-acre 

facility in Copake and 
the Flint Mine solar 

project in Coxsackie.
See SOLAR, page 10
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New private 
school opening in 

Cairo this fall
See page 15

GOP voters nominate full slate in town elections
By Melanie Lekocevic
Capital Region Independent Media

GREENVILLE — More than 
100 Republican voters attended last 
week’s GOP caucus to nominate a 
full slate of candidates to be on the 
ticket in the November town elec-
tions.

The caucus was held in the 
North Barn of George V. Vanderbilt 
Town Park, with several incum-
bents facing off against challengers 
for the nomination. 

Town Clerk/Tax Collector 
Jackie Park was not nominated to 
another term, with newcomer Jes-
sica Lewis winning the nod instead.

The race was a close one. Park 
was nominated by former tax col-
lector Mary Yeomans and Lewis 
was nominated by former Greene 
County Sheriff Greg Seeley. Lew-
is came out ahead with 65 votes to 
Park’s 54.

“I am elated over the support 
I received tonight and I appreci-
ate everyone coming out,” Lewis 

said after getting the nod. “I look 
forward to working with you all 
during this election and I would be 

honored to be your town clerk.”
All other incumbents were 

nominated to the Republican ticket.

Town supervisor, two council 
seats, town clerk and highway su-
perintendent will be on the ballot 

come November.
Town Councilman Joel Rauf 

nominated incumbent Town Super-
visor Paul Macko for the town’s top 
spot.

“After seven terms, two years 
as a member of the town council, 
[Paul Macko] steered the ship for 
this small town very successfully 
and through some pretty stormy 
waters,” Rauf said in his nomina-
tion.

Art Merini seconded the nom-
ination.

Walter Schelling then nominat-
ed Peter Liquari for the supervi-
sor’s position, which was seconded 
by Rebecca Liquari. Neither gave a 
speech nominating the candidate.

More than 100 Republican vot-
ers then headed to the front of the 
room to cast their ballots. Macko 
came out on top with 88 votes to 
Liquari’s 24.

“We work hard for Greenville,” 
Macko said following the caucus 
vote. “We got quite a bit accom-

Greenville  |  Windham  |  Latham

Simple. Beautiful. Lasting.
Inspired by how you live.

See GOP, page 15

MELANIE LEKOCEVIC/CAPITAL REGION INDEPENDENT MEDIA    
Greenville Republicans nominated a full slate of candidates for the town elections in November.

CONTRIBUTED PHOTO    
The Greenville High School Class of 2021 celebrated commencement in front of the school Friday evening.

98 receive diplomas in 98 receive diplomas in 
Class of 2021 commencementClass of 2021 commencement

By Melanie Lekocevic
Capital Region Independent Media

GREENVILLE — Greenville High 
School awarded diplomas to 98 grad-
uates in the Class of 2021 outside the 

school Friday night in an in-person com-
mencement.

Principal Matthew Ward opened the 
ceremony honoring the graduates for 
their tenacity in completing an untradi-
tional school year during the COVID-19 

pandemic.
“They have all endured and risen 

above in an unprecedented time in the 
history of Greenville and in our entire na-
tion,” Ward said. 

The start of the 2020-21 academic 

year was fraught with uncertainty, he 
said.

“Looking back to September, this 
school year started with fear, nervous-

See 2021, page 14

By Joanne E. McFadden 
For Capital Region Independent Media

FREEHOLD — This 
Fourth of July marks not only 
the birthday of the United 
States, but also the hundredth 
birthday of renowned artist 
Stanley Maltzman of Free-
hold.

Maltzman was born in 
New York City and grew up 
in the Bronx. He served in the 
United States Coast Guard in 
the Pacifi c aboard the USS 
Centaurus during World War 
II. He attended the Phoenix 
School of Design and began a 
career as a commercial artist in 

Manhattan, painting signs and the sides of 
delivery trucks. 

He and his wife Rachael 
moved to Yonkers to raise 
their two daughters, and he 
evolved into an accomplished 
landscape artist working most 
often in pastel or charcoal, 
but also pencil and water-
color. His works have been 
widely exhibited, accessioned 
into museum collections, and 
published in books and mag-
azines. For example, his work 
is part of the collection of the 
Metropolitan Museum of Art, 
Carnegie-Mellon University 

100-year-old artist enjoys 
a life bursting with color

See ARTIST, page 14

ALEXANDRA MOSS 
The Pastel Society of America selected Stanley Maltzman as the 2019 Hall of Fame Honoree. They 
showcased his work on a reserved wall in the Grand Gallery as part of the Annual Exhibition’s dis-
play of pastel paintings selected from all over the world.

CONTRIBUTED PHOTO
Maltzman as a young boy 
growing up in the Bronx.
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By Sarah Trafton
Courtesy of Columbia-Greene Media

PRATTSVILLE—Amid the 
public health crisis wrought by 
COVID-19, the county’s fifth fly-
car joined the system Monday.

Adding the paramedic vehicle, 
which preps patients for transport 
prior to the arrival of an ambu-
lance, was a hotly debated topic in 
the Greene County Legislature in 
2019.

Catskill lawmakers Michael 
Bulich and Matthew Luvera op-
posed the budget amendment be-
cause they did not agree with the 
county footing the bill instead of 
the towns. Catskill has its own Ad-
vanced Life Support ambulance 
system.

Mountaintop officials, includ-
ing Hunter Town Supervisor Daryl 
Legg and Legislator Larry Gardner, 
D-Hunter, argued that the moun-
taintop community was under-
served and that lives on the moun-
tain should be just as important as 
those in the valley towns.

The flycar was added to the 
budget prior to its approval in No-
vember.

“The most important asset 
is not the truck, but our highly 
trained and skilled paramedics led 
by Chief Steve Brucato,” Greene 
County EMS Paramedics President 
Mark Evans said in a statement. 
“Our medics are among the highest 
trained in the region; only the flight 
medics have more training.”

Evans also commended the 
paramedics for continuing to work 
and provide life-saving care to resi-
dents during the pandemic.

“Being a paramedic is stressful 
enough without the added poten-
tial exposure and precautions now 
mandated,” he said.

“Medic 8” is based at the Pratts-

ville Firehouse through an agree-
ment with the fire district.

“It’s a great add to the town, a 
service to the town, mountaintop 
and the county,” Prattsville Deputy 
Town Supervisor Greg Cross said. 
“It was a little bit of an uphill battle 
to get it. There were many people 
involved in making it happen.

“Daryl Legg was instrumental 
in not taking no for an answer. And 
of course we had to have help from 
the county administrator and coun-
ty legislature to make it happen.”

Cross said he believes the new 
flycar will make medical care more 
accessible for the community.

“It’s a win for the mountain-
top,” he said. “There’s not a lot of 
EMS assets up here. This bridges 
the gap from crisis to hospital care. 
We’re happy to have it.”

The flycar is a 2020 Chev-
rolet Tahoe, which cost $45,000 
equipped with lights, siren and 
striping and another $50,000 in 
life-saving equipment. The truck 
carries a cardiac monitor/defibril-
lator, airway/intubation kit, IV kit, 
CPR machine and drug bag with 
nearly all the emergency drugs of 
an emergency room, according to 
Evans.

Cost estimates requested by the 
Legislature showed that the price 
of a new flycar would be around 
$403,000.

The flycar will be paid for in 
2020 by a $60,000 contribution 
from Greene County Emergency 
Medical Services and a $50,000 
State and Municipal Facilities Pro-
gram Grant from the state Assem-
bly. The remaining $303,203 will 
come from the county, according to 
the resolution passed in November.

“We are very pleased that the 
mountaintop towns worked to-
gether to request this truck and the 
Greene County Legislature agreed 

to the additional funding to place 
another medic truck in service,” 
Evans said. “Having this truck 
based in Prattsville helps to provide 
a vital medical asset in an under-
served area.”

The truck will be staffed 24/7, 
365 days per year and has a prima-
ry response area of Prattsville, Lex-
ington and Ashland.

“Greene County EMS uses 
System Status Management, so as 
medic trucks are sent on calls, the 
other available trucks move posi-
tion to be best located for addition-
al calls,” Evans said. “This truck, 
as with any of the medic trucks, 
despite their home base position, 
could end up at any location in the 
county depending on the need.”

Legg and other mountaintop 
officials including Hunter Town 
Councilman Dolph Semenza, 
Lexington Town Supervisor John 
Berger and former Windham Town 
Supervisor Robert Pelham ap-
proached the Legislature in Febru-
ary 2019 about the issue, requesting 
that the current flycar on the moun-
tain be relocated from Windham to 
Hunter and that a second vehicle be 
added.

The officials cited response 
times as the reason for their request.

The response time for the three 
vehicles stationed in the valley 
is nine minutes, Evans said at a 
March 2019 meeting, while the 
mountaintop vehicle’s response 
time is 14 minutes.

In August, Evans confirmed 
that a new location for Medic 9, the 
existing vehicle, had been found in 
the village of Hunter.

The building, at the corner of 
Bridge Street and Route 23A, re-
quired some renovating and Evans 
expects the flycar will be relocated 
by June 1, he said.

Mountaintop gets a second fly car

PHOTO CONTRIBUTED
Pictured from left, Steve Brucato, chief of Greene County Paramedics; Mark Evans, president of Greene County Paramedics; Greg 
Cross, Prattsville town supervisor; and Greene County Paramedics Board members Prattsville Fire Chief Jim Dymond and Prattsville 
Hose Company President Dave Rikard.

Better TV  
Our Promise to You

Offer expires 7/15/20. Restrictions apply. Call for details.

Smart HD DVR included.

AMERICA’S TOP 120

Great entertainment 
with a local touch.

190 $5999/mo.
Channels

HI-TECH ADVISERS
(888) 729-4907

Document Ref: IQM9L-BLADW-UE84B-PAVJK Page 5 of 5

To have your organization’s events added to our calendar, please enter them online at www.greenvillepioneer.com

JULY 2021
3 - Town of Durham Fourth of July Parade, 11 a.m. There 
will be ice cream, hot dogs, soda and a bounce house 
at the festival grounds, 2267 Route 145, East Durham. 
Fireworks at approximately 9 p.m.
5 - Cairo Town Hall closed in observance of Fourth of 
July holiday.
5 - Durham Town Court, 3:30 p.m., 7309 State Route 81, 
East Durham.
6 - The Michael Benedict Quartet performs, Greenville 
Summer Concert Series at the gazebo in Veterans Park, 
Routes 32 and 81, Greenville. Free admission.
6 - Durham Town Board workshop, 7:30 p.m., 7309 
Route 81, East Durham.
7 - Greenville Planning Board meeting, 7 p.m., Town Hall, 
11159 Route 32, Greenville.
12 - Cairo Town Board meeting, 7 p.m., Town Hall, 512 
Main St., Cairo.
12 - Durham Town Court, 3:30 p.m., 7309 State Route 81, 
East Durham.
13 - The Lustre Kings performs, Greenville Summer Con-
cert Series at the gazebo in Veterans Park, Routes 32 and 
81, Greenville. Free admission.
13 - Greenville Zoning Board meeting, 7 p.m., if needed. 
Town Hall, 11159 Route 32, Greenville.

19 - Greenville Town Board meeting, 7 p.m., Town Hall, 
11159 Route 32, Greenville.
19 - Durham Town Court, 3:30 p.m., 7309 State Route 81, 
East Durham.
20 - Girl Blue performs, Greenville Summer Concert Se-
ries at the gazebo in Veterans Park, Routes 32 and 81, 
Greenville. Free admission.

20 - Durham Town Board meeting, 7:30 p.m., 7309 Route 
81, East Durham.
26 - Durham Town Court, 3:30 p.m., 7309 State Route 81, 
East Durham.
27 - The Matthew Finck Trio performs, Greenville Sum-
mer Concert Series at the gazebo in Veterans Park, 
Routes 32 and 81, Greenville. Free admission.

AUGUST 2021
3 - Medusa Moonshine performs, Greenville Summer 
Concert Series at the gazebo in Veterans Park, Routes 32 
and 81, Greenville. Free admission.
4 - Greenville Planning Board meeting, 7 p.m., Town Hall, 
11159 Route 32, Greenville.
10 - The Funkshins performs, Greenville Summer Con-
cert Series at the gazebo in Veterans Park, Routes 32 and 
81, Greenville. Free admission.
10 - Greenville Zoning Board meeting, 7 p.m., if needed. 
Town Hall, 11159 Route 32, Greenville.
16 - Greenville Town Board meeting, Town Hall, 11159 
Route 32, Greenville.
17 - The Brad Monkell Quintet performs, Greenville 
Summer Concert Series at the gazebo in Veterans Park, 
Routes 32 and 81, Greenville. Free admission.

For over 30 years, the Carver Company’s Core Competencies consist of General & Marine Construction, Sand and Gravel Mining, Property Management, Port, Stevedoring, Termi-
nal & Warehouse Management, Maritime and Logistics, and Tug and Barge Marine Towing. 

We strive to inspire our diverse, well-rounded work force and management team to always perform at the highest levels of safety and professionalism. We deliver service by main-
taining a reputation where our unquestionable Values of honesty and integrity drive our actions on and o�  the job.

494 Western Turnpike, Altamont, NY  •  Phone: 518.355.6034 • www.carvercompanies.com

Route 23  |  Hudson, NY  |  518-828-4181  |  SUNYcgcc.edu  |  
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Let’s Go Together, #CoGreene!

Randy Dunham ‘19
Social Science - Psychology Major 
Haines Falls, N.Y.
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MORE THAN

The Greenville Pioneer wants to hear from 
you. Send information about upcoming events 

and news to news@greenvillepioneer.com.

WE WANT TO HEAR FROM YOU!

By Melanie Lekocevic
Capital Region Independent Media

GREENVILLE — The 
Greenville Rescue Squad has 
purchased 2 acres of land on 
Route 81 and is next planning 
to build a new headquarters and 
multi-bay garage to store ambu-
lances and equipment.

Ted Nugent, chairman of 
Greenville Rescue Squad, Inc., 
presented the town board with 
the group’s plans for construc-
tion at the June 21 meeting at 
town hall.

The rescue squad has ser-
viced the town since 1972.

The squad’s crew and one 
of its ambulances are currently 
located at the Greenville fi re-
house. The second ambulance is 
housed at a second fi re station in 
Norton Hill. 

The agency — a nonprofi t, 
all-paid squad — is looking to 
consolidate its crew and ambu-
lances at a single location.

“The rescue squad purchased 
2.16 acres from the Greenville 
fi re district on Route 81, just 
east of [Route] 41,” Nugent said 
last Monday.

The organization is looking 

to construct two buildings on the 
property — a house where the 
crew’s quarters would be, and 
an 80-foot-by-80-foot multi-bay 
garage to house the vehicles.

“It would be able to hold the 
ambulances, the paramedics, as 
well as equipment storage and 
have room for expansion in the 
future if need be,” Nugent said.

Renderings and specifi c 
plans for both buildings are not 
ready at this time.

The property cost about 
$5,000 per acre for a total of just 
over $10,000, Nugent said. The 
cost of the two buildings is ex-
pected to be roughly $500,000 
to $600,000 and would be fi -
nanced through a 30-year mort-
gage, Nugent said. 

As a private nonprofi t orga-
nization, the Greenville Rescue 
Squad, Inc., would fi nance the 
project on its own. The town 
would not pay toward the build-
ing or property purchase, Nu-
gent said.

But before plans for the con-
struction are fi nalized, the squad 
is looking to secure an agree-
ment from the town that would 
grant immunity from zoning 
codes to speed up the process.

“Because we are an emer-
gency service, the town board 
can prevent all those planning 
board meetings and hearings,” 
Nugent told the board. 

Immunity can be granted 
through the Monroe County Im-
munity Analysis, which was es-
tablished through a court prec-
edent in 1988, according to the 
New York state Department of 
State.

Town attorney Tal Rappleyea 
said the immunity deal would 
mesh well with this project.

“They would still have to ad-
here to building codes and get 
a certifi cate of occupancy, but 
they wouldn’t have to comply 
with zoning or go to the plan-
ning board and zoning board of 
appeals, which would be very 
intensive reviews,” Rappleyea 
said. “I recommend it in this 
case. There are a number of 
cases throughout the years that 
have said that this type of situ-

ation is exactly what that [Mon-
roe County] case was about.”

In addition to being granted 
immunity from the usual re-
views as an emergency service 
organization, the rescue squad is 
also looking for assurance from 
the town that their services will 
continue to be needed in the fu-
ture before moving ahead with 
the pricey project.

“We contract with the town 
for ambulance service,” Nugent 
said. “We would like some kind 
of commitment from the town 
that they are going to continue 
contracting with these multi-
year contracts so we know we 
will not spend all of this money 
to put up a building and then the 
town will do something differ-
ent in a year.”

The squad is in the second 
year of a three-year contract 
with the town.

The town board did not take 
action at the board meeting last 

week, but Town Supervisor Paul 
Macko said the community is 
satisfi ed with the service it is re-
ceiving from the rescue squad.

“We are pleased with the 
services you have brought the 
town,” Macko told the rescue 
squad. “The vast majority of our 
residents are very pleased with 
the fact that they can dial 911 
and in a matter of a minute or 
two they are off the fl oor and on 
the way.”

The squad pays rent for 
its space at the fi rehouses and 
monthly payments on the pro-
posed new buildings would be 
in the same range, Nugent said.

“It’s not much more from 
what we are paying right now in 
rent,” he said.

The next step will be for the 
rescue squad to make a formal 
presentation to the board at its 
July 19 meeting to request im-
munity from zoning codes and 
the typical approval process.

Rescue Squad eyes new headquarters
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Police Blotter
Editor’s Note: A charge is not a con-
viction. All persons listed are innocent 
until proven guilty in a court of law. 
Charges can be amended or dismissed.

STATE POLICE
■ Anthony Baez, 48, of Cox-

sackie, was arrested at 8:39 a.m. 
June 4 in Coxsackie and charged 
with aggravated harassment of an 
employee by an inmate, a class E 
felony. He was held.

■ Megan S. Vandenburgh, 25, 
of Climax, was arrested at 2:49 a.m. 
June 5 in Coxsackie and charged 
with second-degree criminal con-
tempt, a class A misdemeanor. She 
was released on a cash bail of $500. 

■ Charles E. Hahn, 59, of 
Prattsville, was arrested at 10:06 
a.m. June 4 in Prattsville and 
charged with driving while intoxi-
cated and aggravated driving while 
intoxicated per se both unclassified 
misdemeanors. He was issued an 
appearance ticket.

■ Jason M. Diaz, 36 of Hannac-
roix, was arrested at 8:05 p.m. June 
4 in New Baltimore and charged 
with seventh-degree criminal pos-
session of a controlled substance a 
class A misdemean-or. He was is-
sued an appearance ticket. 

■ Lionel L. Rushford, 46, of 
South Cairo, was arrested at 4:03 
a.m. June 5 in Cairo and charged 
with seventh-degree criminal pos-
session of a controlled substance, 
a class A misdemeanor. He was is-
sued an appearance ticket. 

■ Moses Doctor, 59, of Cai-
ro, was arrested at 4:03 a.m. June 
5 in Cairo and charged with sev-
enth-degree criminal possession 
of a controlled substance, a class 
A misdemeanor. He was issued an 
appearance ticket. 

■ Jennifer K. Osoria, 28, of the 
Bronx, was arrested at 6:52 p.m. 
June 5 in Cairo and charged with 
driving while ability impaired by 
drugs, an unclassified misdemean-
or. She was released to a third party. 

■ Richard J. Crianza, 34, of 
Cairo, was arrested at 5:37 p.m. 
June 5 in Cairo and charged with 
sev-enth-degree criminal posses-
sion of a controlled substance, a 
class A misdemeanor; third-degree 
criminal possession of a controlled 
substance, a class B felony; and 
third-degree criminal sale of a con-
trolled substance, a class B felony. 
He was held. 

■ Anthony McGough, 19, of 
Prattsville, was arrested at 4:10 
p.m. June 5 in Prattsville, and 
charged with criminal mischief 
intent to damage property, a class 
A misdemeanor. He was issued an 
ap-pearance ticket.  

■ Erick A. Lopez, 30, of the 
Bronx, was arrested at 3 p.m. June 
6 in Hunter and charged with driv-
ing while intoxicated and driving 
while intoxicated per se, both un-
classified misdemeanors. He was 
issued an appearance ticket. 

■ Edwin J. Brockett, 51, of 
Catskill, was arrested at 6:33 p.m. 
June 6 in Athens and charged with 
driving while intoxicated and driv-
ing while intoxicated per se, both 
unclassified misdemeanors. He 
was issued an appearance ticket. 

■ Brandon M. Downes, 28, 
of Hannacroix, was arrested at 
9:14 June 6 in New Baltimore and 
charged with driving while intoxi-
cated and aggravated driving while 
intoxicated per se, both class E fel-
onies. He was issued an appearance 
ticket. 

■ Miguel Vidal Maceda, 56, of 
Long Beach, New Jersey, was ar-
rested at 9:43 p.m. June 6 in Green-
ville and charged with driving 
while intoxicated and driving while 
intoxicated per se He was issued an 
appearance ticket. 

■ Breanna N. Smith, 31, of 
Oak Hill, was arrested at 6:50 p.m. 
June 7 in Cairo and charged with 
fourth-degree grand larceny and 
fourth-degree grand larceny, both 
are class E felonies. She was re-
leased on her own recognizance. 

■ Paul C. Kozlowski, 31, of 
Catskill was arrested at 2:26 p.m. 
June 8 in Catskill and charged with 
second-degree criminal imperson-
ation, a class A misdemeanor. He 
was issued an appearance ticket. 

■ Matthew D. Ford, 44, of Sau-
gerties, was arrested at 5:59 p.m. 
June 9 in Coxsackie and charged 
with second-degree criminal con-
tempt, a class A misdemeanor. He 
was issued an appearance ticket. 

■ Michael Scalice, 34, of 
Catskill, was arrested at 1:21 a.m. 
June 10 in Catskill and charged 
with manufacturing drug-related 
paraphernalia, two counts of sev-
enth-degree criminal possession of 
a controlled substance and posses-
sion of a hypodermic instrument, 
all class A misdemeanors. 

■ Christine A. McGraw, 53, of 
Gilboa, was arrested at 1:11 a.m. 
June 12 in Hunter and charged 
with two counts of manufacturing 
drug-related paraphernalia, a class 
A misdemeanor; three counts of 
seventh-degree criminal posses-
sion of a controlled substance, a 
class A misdemeanor; fifth-degree 
criminal possession of a controlled 
substance, a class D felony; and 
second-degree criminal use of drug 
paraphernalia, a class A misde-
meanor. She was issued an appear-
ance ticket. 

■ Justin D. Burroughs, 35, of 
Grand George, was arrested at 1:11 
a.m. June 12 in Hunter and charged 
with two counts of manufacturing 
drug-related paraphernalia, a class 
A misdemeanor; two counts of 
seventh-degree criminal posses-
sion of a controlled substance, a 
class A misde-meanor; fifth-degree 
criminal possession of a controlled 
substance, a class D felony; and 
second-degree criminal use of drug 
paraphernalia, a class A misde-
meanor. He was issued an appear-
ance ticket. 

■ Vincent Coleman, 25, of Cox-
sackie, was arrested at 9:30 a.m. 
June 11 in Catskill and charged 
with first-degree promoting of pris-
on contraband, a class D felony. He 
was held. 

■ Luis Gonzalez, 28, of Ger-
mantown, was arrested at 9:31 p.m. 
June 11 in Coxsackie and charged 
with driving while ability impaired 
by drugs, an unclassified misde-
meanor. He was issued an ap-pear-
ance ticket. 

■ Terence M. Capucci, 31, 
of East Durham, was arrested at 
12:02 a.m. June 12 in Durham and 
charged with driving while intoxi-
cated, a class E felony. He was is-
sued an appearance ticket. 

■ Monica I. Casper, 29, of Earl-
ton, was arrested at 2:47 p.m. June 
13 in Catskill and charged with 
driving while intoxicated, driving 
while intoxicated per se and ag-
gravated driving while intoxi-cated 
per se, all unclassified misdemean-
ors. She was issued an appearance 
ticket.

■ Candace M. Larsen, 34, of 
Cairo, was arrested at 5:32 p.m. 
June 14 in Cairo and charged with 
third-degree menacing, a class B 
misdemeanor, and criminal mis-
chief, a class A misdemeanor. Her 
arrestee status is unknown. 

■ Gary Livoti, 62, of Long 
Beach, was arrested at 9:35 p.m. 
June 14 in Catskill and charged 
with driving while intoxicated, an 
unclassified misdemeanor. He was 
released on his own recogni-zance. 

■ Jacqueline M. Luciano, 31, 
was arrested at 5:37 p.m. June 15 in 
Cairo and charged with second-de-
gree criminal contempt and sev-
enth-degree criminal possession of 
a controlled substance, both class 
A misdemeanors. She was released 
on her own recognizance. 

■ Heather A. Haff, 35, of Leeds 
was arrested at 5:37 p.m. June 15 in 
Cairo and charged with two counts 
of manufacturing drug-related 
paraphernalia and seventh-degree 
criminal possession of a controlled 
substance, both class A misde-
meanors. She was issued an ap-
pearance ticket. 

■ A 14-year-old male from West 
Coxsackie was arrested at 8:41 p.m. 
June 15 in Cairo and charged with 
second-degree burglary, a class C 
felony, and third-degree criminal 
mischief, a class E felo-ny. He was 
issued an appearance ticket. 

■ Joseph A. Coghlan, 38, of 
Chesapeake, Virginia, was arrested 

at 6:57 p.m. June 12 in Coxsackie 
and charged with second-degree 
reckless endangerment, a class A 
misdemeanor, third-degree unlaw-
ful fleeing a police officer in a mo-
tor vehicle, a class A misdemeanor, 
and reckless driving, an unclassi-
fied misdemeanor. He was released 
on his own recognizance. 

■ Anthony Smith, 25, of Cox-
sackie, was arrested at 9 a.m. June 
16 in Coxsackie and charged with 
first-degree promoting prison con-
traband and third-degree criminal 
possession of a weapon, both class 
D felonies. He was issued an ap-
pearance ticket. 

■ Alicia M. McNulty, 30, of 
Freehold, was arrested at 2:54 a.m. 
June 17 in Cairo and charged with 
manufacturing drug-related para-
phernalia and two counts of sev-
enth-degree criminal possession of 
a controlled substance, both class A 
misdemeanors. She was issued an 
appearance ticket. 

■ Raymond J. Robles, 51, of 
Catskill, was arrested at 9:31 p.m. 
June 17 in Catskill and charged 
with fifth-degree criminal posses-
sion of a controlled substance, a 
class D felony. He was held. 

■ Carter M. Goss, 23, of Ath-
ens, was arrested at 1:14 a.m. June 
19 in Catskill and charged with 
third-degree unlicensed operation 
of a motor vehicle, driving while 
intoxicated and driving while in-
toxicated per se, all unclassified 
misdemeanors. He was issued an 
appearance ticket. 

■ Matthew D. Swartout, 43, of 
Coxsackie, was arrested at 11:13 
p.m. June 18 in Coxsackie and 
charged with driving while intoxi-

cated and driving while intoxicated 
per se, both unclassified misde-
meanors. He was issued an appear-
ance ticket. 

■ Scott C. Andrus, 32, of 
Catskill, was arrested at 12:45 p.m. 
June 19 in Catskill and charged 
with second-degree obstructing 
governmental administration and 
resisting arrest, and endangering 
the welfare of a child, all class A 
misdemeanors. He was released on 
his own recognizance. 

■ John J. Ray, 54, of East 
Durham, was arrested at 11:57 p.m. 
June 19 in Greenville and charged 
with manufacturing drug-related 
paraphernalia, a class A misde-
meanor, and fifth-degree criminal 
possession of a controlled sub-
stance, a class D felony. He was 
issued an appearance ticket.

■ Anthony Vannucci, 49, of 
Freehold, was arrested at 3:30 a.m. 
in Greenville and charged with 
driving while intoxicated and driv-
ing while intoxicated per se, both 
unclassified misdemeanors. He 
was issued an appearance ticket. 

■ Jesse A. Hildenbrand, 40, 
of Coxsackie, was arrested at 
11:28 p.m. June 21 in Coxsackie 
and charged with manufacturing 
drug-related paraphernalia and sev-
enth-degree criminal possession of 
a controlled substance, both class A 
misdemeanors. He was issued an 
appearance ticket. 

■ Jennifer R. Pascuzzi, 36, 
of Coxsackie, was arrested at 
11:55 p.m. June 21 in Coxsackie 
and charged with manufacturing 
drug-related paraphernalia, a class 
A misdemeanor; three counts of 
seventh-degree criminal posses-

sion of a controlled substance, a 
class A misdemeanor; fifth-degree 
criminal possession of a controlled 
substance, a class D felony; posses-
sion of a hypoder-mic instrument, 
a class A misdemeanor. She was 
issued an appearance ticket. 

■ Bilal Minnis, 22, of Coxsack-
ie, was arrested at 1:53 p.m. June 
22 in Coxsackie and charged with 
first-degree promoting prison con-
traband and third-degree criminal 
possession of a weapon, both class 
D felonies. He was held. 

■ Christopher P. Juzapavicus, 
28, of New Baltimore, was arrested 
at 2:35 a.m. June 23 in Climax and 
charged with fifth-degree criminal 
possession of stolen property, a 
class A misdemeanor; seventh-de-
gree criminal possession of a con-
trolled substance, a class A misde-
meanor; second-degree criminal 
use of drug paraphernalia, a class 
A misdemeanor; and driving while 
intoxicated, an unclassified misde-
meanor. He was issued an appear-
ance ticket. 

■ Dylan T. Rogers, 27, of 
Norton Hill, was arrested at 2:40 
a.m. June 23 in New Baltimore 
and charged with seventh-degree 
criminal possession of a controlled 
substance, an unclassified mis-de-
meanor. He was issued an appear-
ance ticket. 

GREENE COUNTY  
SHERIFF

■ Jonathan R. Johnson, 37, 
was arrested at 3:42 p.m. June 15 
in Catskill and charged with sec-
ond-degree aggravated unlicensed 
operation of a motor vehicle, an 
unclassified misdemeanor.
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Police Blotter
Editor’s Note: A charge is not a 
conviction. All persons listed are 
innocent until proven guilty in 
a court of law. Charges can be 
amended or dismissed.

n James Rancourt, 37, of 
Acra was arrested April 30 and 
charged with second-degree 
burglary, a felony, fifth degree 
criminal possession of stolen 
property, a misdemeanor, and 
fourth degree criminal posses-
sion of a weapon, a misdemean-
or. He is scheduled to appear in 
Cairo Town Court.
n Matthew D. Rinaldo, 25, 

of Freehold, was arrested April 
19 in Catskill and charged with 
operating a motor vehicle with 
a blood-alcohol content greater 
than 0.08% and driving while 
intoxicated, both unclassified 
misdemeanors. He was issued 
an appearance ticket.
n Robert E. Lambert, 31, of 

Cairo, was arrested April 21 in 
Cairo and charged with first-de-
gree criminal contempt and ag-
gravated family offense, both 
class E felonies. He was held.
n Connie M. Akersloot, 61, 

of Leeds, was arrested April 16 
in Cairo and charged with vio-
lating environmental conserva-
tion laws, an unclassified mis-
demeanor. She was issued an 
appearance ticket.
n Danielle S. McKenna, 38, 

of Cairo, was arrested April 22 
in Cairo and charged with sev-
enth-degree criminal posses-
sion of a controlled substance, 
a class A misdemeanor. She was 
issued an appearance ticket.
n Katie S. Stein, 28, of West 

Coxsackie, was arrested April 
22 in Athens and charged with 
driving while ability impaired 
by alcohol and driving while 
intoxicated, both unclassified 
misdemeanors. She was issued 
an appearance ticket.
n Melissa A. Moon, 42, of 

Cairo, was arrested April 17 in 
Cairo and charged with aggra-
vated unlicensed operation of a 
motor vehicle, an unclassified 
misdemeanor; failure to obey a 
traffic device, an equipment vio-
lation, and using her turn signal 
less than 100 feet from a turn, 
all infractions. She was issued 

an appearance ticket.
n Michael Manchur, Jr., 54, 

of Freehold, was arrested April 
22 in Freehold and charged with 
third-degree criminal mischief, 
a class E felony; resisting arrest 
and second-degree obstruction 
of governmental administration, 
both class A misdemeanors; and 
disorderly conduct, a violation. 
He was issued an appearance 
ticket.
n Rhett B. Butler, 36, of 

Albany, was arrested April 22 
in New Baltimore and charged 
with petty larceny, a class A 
misdemeanor and third-degree 
criminal trespass, a class B mis-
demeanor. He was issued an ap-
pearance ticket.
n Laurent Danthine, 47, 

of Sloansville, was arrested 
April 22 in New Baltimore 
and charged with petty larce-
ny, a class A misdemeanor, and 
third-degree criminal trespass, 
a class B misdemeanor. He was 
issued an appearance ticket.
n Robert E. Lambert, 31, of 

Cairo, was arrested April 25 in 
Cairo and charged with first-de-
gree criminal contempt and ag-
gravated family offense, both 
class E felonies. He was issued 
an appearance ticket.
n Anthony J. Beaudoin, 45, 

of Coxsackie, was arrested April 
25 in Coxsackie and charged 
with operating a motor vehicle 
with a blood-alcohol content 
greater than 0.08% with a prior 
conviction, a class E felony, and 
driving while intoxicated, an 
unclassified misdemeanor. He 
was issued an appearance ticket.
n Austin T. Hollister, 21, of 

Purling, was arrested at 3:30 
a.m. April 27 in Saugerties and 
charged with operation of a mo-
tor vehicle while impaired by 
drugs, an unclassified misde-
meanor. He was issued an ap-
pearance ticket.
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Police Blotter
Editor’s Note: A charge is not a 
conviction. All persons listed are 
innocent until proven guilty in 
a court of law. Charges can be 
amended or dismissed.

n James Rancourt, 37, of 
Acra was arrested April 30 and 
charged with second-degree 
burglary, a felony, fifth degree 
criminal possession of stolen 
property, a misdemeanor, and 
fourth degree criminal posses-
sion of a weapon, a misdemean-
or. He is scheduled to appear in 
Cairo Town Court.
n Matthew D. Rinaldo, 25, 

of Freehold, was arrested April 
19 in Catskill and charged with 
operating a motor vehicle with 
a blood-alcohol content greater 
than 0.08% and driving while 
intoxicated, both unclassified 
misdemeanors. He was issued 
an appearance ticket.
n Robert E. Lambert, 31, of 

Cairo, was arrested April 21 in 
Cairo and charged with first-de-
gree criminal contempt and ag-
gravated family offense, both 
class E felonies. He was held.
n Connie M. Akersloot, 61, 

of Leeds, was arrested April 16 
in Cairo and charged with vio-
lating environmental conserva-
tion laws, an unclassified mis-
demeanor. She was issued an 
appearance ticket.
n Danielle S. McKenna, 38, 

of Cairo, was arrested April 22 
in Cairo and charged with sev-
enth-degree criminal posses-
sion of a controlled substance, 
a class A misdemeanor. She was 
issued an appearance ticket.
n Katie S. Stein, 28, of West 

Coxsackie, was arrested April 
22 in Athens and charged with 
driving while ability impaired 
by alcohol and driving while 
intoxicated, both unclassified 
misdemeanors. She was issued 
an appearance ticket.
n Melissa A. Moon, 42, of 

Cairo, was arrested April 17 in 
Cairo and charged with aggra-
vated unlicensed operation of a 
motor vehicle, an unclassified 
misdemeanor; failure to obey a 
traffic device, an equipment vio-
lation, and using her turn signal 
less than 100 feet from a turn, 
all infractions. She was issued 

an appearance ticket.
n Michael Manchur, Jr., 54, 

of Freehold, was arrested April 
22 in Freehold and charged with 
third-degree criminal mischief, 
a class E felony; resisting arrest 
and second-degree obstruction 
of governmental administration, 
both class A misdemeanors; and 
disorderly conduct, a violation. 
He was issued an appearance 
ticket.
n Rhett B. Butler, 36, of 

Albany, was arrested April 22 
in New Baltimore and charged 
with petty larceny, a class A 
misdemeanor and third-degree 
criminal trespass, a class B mis-
demeanor. He was issued an ap-
pearance ticket.
n Laurent Danthine, 47, 

of Sloansville, was arrested 
April 22 in New Baltimore 
and charged with petty larce-
ny, a class A misdemeanor, and 
third-degree criminal trespass, 
a class B misdemeanor. He was 
issued an appearance ticket.
n Robert E. Lambert, 31, of 

Cairo, was arrested April 25 in 
Cairo and charged with first-de-
gree criminal contempt and ag-
gravated family offense, both 
class E felonies. He was issued 
an appearance ticket.
n Anthony J. Beaudoin, 45, 

of Coxsackie, was arrested April 
25 in Coxsackie and charged 
with operating a motor vehicle 
with a blood-alcohol content 
greater than 0.08% with a prior 
conviction, a class E felony, and 
driving while intoxicated, an 
unclassified misdemeanor. He 
was issued an appearance ticket.
n Austin T. Hollister, 21, of 

Purling, was arrested at 3:30 
a.m. April 27 in Saugerties and 
charged with operation of a mo-
tor vehicle while impaired by 
drugs, an unclassified misde-
meanor. He was issued an ap-
pearance ticket.
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Come and meet Janice, Lynn, Gail and Vickie
And welcome new stylist, Brittney Blake to our team.

4841 State Route 81, Greenville, NY  12083
518-966-8349

Jan’s Country Cuts

Grand Opening

Thursday, November 14TH

9:30am-5:00pm

Janice Mahoney, new owner of 
Jan’s Country Cuts, in Greenville

would like to invite you to their grand opening!

Normal hours Wednesday-Saturdays  Opens at 9:30am

REFRESHMENTS WILL BE SERVED — ALL ARE WELCOME!
Come and meet Janice, Lynn, Gail and Vickie!

4841 State Route 81, Greenville, NY  12083
518-966-8349

Jan’s Country Cuts

Grand Opening

Thursday, November 14TH

9:30am-5:00pm

Janice Mahoney, new owner of 
Jan’s Country Cuts, in Greenville

would like to invite you to their grand opening!

Normal hours Wednesday-Saturdays  9:30am-5:00pm

EFRESHMENTS WILL BE SERVED LL ARE WELCOME

HAIRCUTS • HIGHLIGHTING • WAXING • COLOR 
PERM/BODY WAVE • SPECIAL OCCASIONS

The future of our country depends 
on the ability of journalists to 
provide the public with 
investigative journalism.

Help show your support for quality,
investigative journalism:

Donate to the International
Consortium of Investigative
Journalists today

https://donate.icij.org/

Real, Reputable, 
Trusted. Your News 
Media.

www.newsmediaalliance.org 

THIS PUBLICATION 
SUPPORTS REAL 
NEWS.

THE PUBLIC NEEDS THE TRUTH;
NOT SOCIAL MEDIA HEADLINES & FAKE NEWS.

#SupportRealNews

www.franciscoequipment.com      518-756-2116
2154 Rt. 9W / P.O. Box 279 • Ravena, NY  12143-0279

We Carry Chippewa Boots &
 Georgia Steel Toe Work Boots

Construction and 
Industrial Equipment

Come and meet Janice, Lynn, Gail and Vickie
And welcome new stylist, Brittney Blake to our team.

Grand Opening

Thursday, November 14TH

9:30am-5:00pm

Janice Mahoney, new owner of 
Jan’s Country Cuts, in Greenville

would like to invite you to their grand opening!

REFRESHMENTS WILL BE SERVED — ALL ARE WELCOME!

4841 State Route 81, Greenville, NY  12083
518-966-8349

Jan’s Country Cuts

Grand Opening

Thursday, November 14TH

9:30am-5:00pm

Janice Mahoney, new owner of 
Jan’s Country Cuts, in Greenville

would like to invite you to their grand opening!

Normal hours Wednesday-Saturdays  9:30am-5:00pm

EFRESHMENTS WILL BE SERVED LL ARE WELCOME
Dr. Dorothy Urschel

HUDSON – Columbia Memo-
rial Health last week announced 
the selection of Dorothy M. Ur-
schel as its new chief operating 
officer. 

Dr. Urschel is an experienced 
health care executive who has 
held senior clinical and admin-
istrative leadership posts in nu-
merous health care organizations, 
most recently at St. Peter’s Health 
Partners as vice president of oper-
ations and chief nursing officer at 
Albany Memorial Hospital, and 
vice president of Cardiac and Vas-
cular Services.

An accomplished clinician, 
administrator and academic, Ur-
schel is an acute care and family 
nurse practitioner. She also holds 
a master’s degree in business ad-
ministration. She replaces Karen 
Tassey, who retired after serving 
as CMH’s chief operating officer 
for the past seven years. 

“Dorothy Urschel is a dynam-
ic leader and highly experienced 
caregiver who has consistently 
demonstrated an ability to lead 
and succeed with a ‘patient first’ 
perspective,” said CMH Presi-
dent and CEO Jay P. Cahalan. 
“The complexities of health care 
system operations are numerous, 
but the imperative remains that 
all of our efforts are centered on 
delivering high-quality and com-
passionate care to our patients. 
Dorothy will be a key player in 
our commitment to that mission.”

In addition to her clinical and 

administrative leadership posts 
at St. Peter’s, Dr. Urschel has 
held leadership positions at West-
chester Medical Center, Kaleida 
Health and Roswell Park Cancer 
Institute, among others. An aca-
demic leader and teacher, she has 
served as an associate professor, 
adjunct faculty member and clin-
ical speaker at leading schools of 
nursing.

“Columbia Memorial Health 
has evolved to become a compre-
hensive health care provider for 
Columbia and Greene Counties,” 
Urschel said. “And being a part 
of the Albany Med Health System 
provides unparalleled access to an 
expansive array of specialty care 
services. I’m very excited to be 
part of a caring and highly experi-
enced team of professionals.” 

Columbia Memorial 
Health announces  

new COO
Dorothy Urschel to join executive 

leadership team
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AUTO & 
TIRE SERVICE

Proudly Serving Our Community For Four Generations

518-756-3127
(Fax) 518-756-2900
info@CA-Albright.com 
www.ca-albright.com

GARAGE LOCATION: 

13640 Route 9W 
(Corner of 9W & 144) 

Hannacroix, NY 12087

Monday - Friday: 8am - 5pm • Saturday: 8am - Noon

• Full service Garage
• Alignment, Brakes, 
     Shocks, Transmision, 
     Diagnostics
• Firefi ghters “Thank You” 
     discount — 10% off 
     auto service

Buy 4 Continental
or General Tires

Get FREE Rotation
for ONE YEAR when 
you come in for an 

Oil Change

HEATING 
&  COOLING 

SYSTEMS
• Upgrading to energy-
     effi cient systems can save 
     you up to 30% on your 
     utility bills’
• Boiler, Hot Air, A/C 
     & Heat Pump Systems
• Service support 
     unparalleled in area
• The latest, greatest 
     Greenest technology 
     available
• Rebates available on 
     select systems
• Both York and Trio have 
     quiet, effi cient burners

FUEL OIL
• Consistently Low Prices
• 24-Hour Emergency 
     Service
• Flexible Budget Plans
• Automatic Delivery - Worry 
     and hassle free!
• Professional, Dependable 
     and courteous drivers
• Clean and Effi cient 
     High-Grade Heating Oil

Formula for success 
is very simple!  

Low Prices + Quality Fuel Oil
+ Great Service = 

HAPPY CUSTOMERS!

Facebook.com/CAAlbrights • Convenient Online Bill Pay

HEATING &  COOLING SYSTEMS
• Upgrading to energy-e�  cient systems can save you up to 30% on your utility bills’ 
• Boiler, Hot Air, A/C & Heat Pump Systems
• Service support unparalleled in area
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• Rebates available on select systems
• Both York and Trio have quiet, e�  cient burners
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     effi cient systems can save 
     you up to 30% on your 
     utility bills’
• Boiler, Hot Air, A/C 
     & Heat Pump Systems
• Service support 
     unparalleled in area
• The latest, greatest 
     Greenest technology 
     available
• Rebates available on 
     select systems
• Both York and Trio have 
     quiet, effi cient burners

FUEL OIL
• Consistently Low Prices
• 24-Hour Emergency 
     Service
• Flexible Budget Plans
• Automatic Delivery - Worry 
     and hassle free!
• Professional, Dependable 
     and courteous drivers
• Clean and Effi cient 
     High-Grade Heating Oil

Formula for success 
is very simple!  

Low Prices + Quality Fuel Oil
+ Great Service = 

HAPPY CUSTOMERS!

Facebook.com/CAAlbrights • Convenient Online Bill Pay

WE ACCEPT

BUY 2
GET 1
FREE

and

Infrared 
FIT Bodywrap® 

Benefits can include weight loss, 
cellulite reduction, pain relief, 
relaxation, skin rejuvenation, 

and detoxification!

Tanning
One Month Package

Tanning made 
easy and hassle-free. 

We have both a 
tanning bed and a booth.

BUY 2
GET 1
FREE

and

(518) 731-2559

Salon 255 LTD is a state of the art salon offering a full menu of services 
in a warm and luxurious atmosphere. Our professional, friendly staff 
are trained in the latest trends and are always advancing their 
education. In an industry that is forever changing, it is our priority to 
always provide a superior experience!

With a variety of offerings and services to choose from, we’re sure you 
will be happy working with us. We are looking forward to working with 
you and helping you look fabulous!

TUESDAY-FRIDAY 10am-6pm
SATURDAY 9am-2pm

SUNDAY Closed
MONDAY Closed

You look fabulous!
SALON 255 LTD

salon255ltd.com

255 Mansion Street
Coxsackie, NY

Specials

“Journalism keeps you planted in the earth.”

#SupportRealNews

- Ray Bradbury

Help us out with a future story. Are 
you thinking of  taking a vacation? 

Where are you going? Are you trav-
eling to a COVID-postponed destina-
tion or a new one? Share your plans 

by sending an email to 
news@greenvillepioneer.com. Be 

sure to include your phone number. 

For information and questions, 
please call 518-366-9918. 

(We need to have announcements 
at least two weeks in advance.)

WE WANT TO HEAR 
FROM YOU!

For more information and to book your ad please contact:
Warren Dews Jr. 413-212-0130 or wdewsjr@gmail.com

This is a way a business 
can speak to readers. 
Talk about their team and 
how important the local 
community is to them. Tell 
readers about some key 
points they might not know 
about them. Reconnect 
with their customers and/or 
connect with new ones.

Get To Know
This is a 5-10 minute 
segment on a specific topic 
that can help our readers. 

For example:
What is the best way to
save money? How to
grow vegetables indoors?
How to keep out the cold?

Ask the Expert

We will interview people 
throughout the year
to get to know each other.
We will also use this for key
leaders in the market so
people can know the real
person behind the desk.

Meet Your 
Neighbor

Community 
Conversations

presents

“Journalism keeps you planted in the earth.”

#SupportRealNews

- Ray Bradbury

By Melanie Lekocevic
Capital Region Independent Media

CATSKILL — COVID-19 pan-
demic relief funds are in the bank.

The county has received the 
fi rst of two grants from the federal 
government aimed at aiding mu-
nicipalities in recovering from the 
coronavirus outbreak that began in 
the middle of March 2020.

The Greene County Legisla-
ture voted at its monthly meeting 
to accept the fi rst installment of the 
American Rescue Plan Act grant of 
$4,582,858.

The American Rescue Plan Act 
of 2021 was signed into law by 
President Joe Biden on March 11 
authorizing direct aid to counties 
and other entities to assist in the re-
covery from the economic impacts 
of the COVID-19 pandemic.

The county will receive a total 
of $9,165,716 in two installments, 
the second by March 11, 2022.

The fi rst installment is in an ac-
count at the Bank of Greene Coun-
ty. 

The resolution accepting the 
fi rst half of the grant money was 
adopted by the Legislature with 
one dissenting vote by Legislator 
Michael Bulich, R-Catskill.

Bulich said he opposes the 
distribution of funds through the 
American Rescue Plan because the 
country cannot afford the total $9.1 
trillion COVID stimulus package 
passed by the federal government.

“By the time that gets paid back 
by your kids and great-grandkids, 
it will probably be $30 million,” 
Bulich said of the money Greene 
County received. “There is nothing 
liquid about that money — there is 
no way to pay it back. We are al-
ready taxed at the max.”

The stimulus aid awarded to 
the county does not have to be 
paid back by the county — Bu-
lich referred to the overall stimulus 
package, claiming it is not a wise 
fi nancial move by the federal gov-
ernment.

There are also limits to how 
Greene County can spend the mon-
ey because the county did not show 

a fi nancial loss following the pan-
demic.

“If you look at the bill, there are 
so many stipulations and regula-
tions for this county on how we can 
spend the money because we are in 
good fi nancial shape,” Bulich said. 
“We are eligible, but only for cer-
tain things. It was supposed to be 
for what transpired and what we 
lost in the pandemic, but Greene 
County didn’t really lose much.”

Other counties — such as Al-
bany County, where high-reve-
nue malls were closed for months 
during the shutdown — suffered 
more severe economic losses, Bu-
lich said.

He also fears what could hap-
pen in the coming months follow-
ing distribution of the American 
Rescue Plan grants.

“The government is printing 
money — that is all they are doing, 
and that devalues the dollar you 
have in your pocket right now,” he 
said. “That is why infl ation is al-
ready starting to take hold.”

Greene County Legislator 
Charles Martinez, R-Coxsackie, 
agreed the stimulus relief aid is a 
risky fi nancial move for the nation, 
but said the money will be spent, so 
Greene County might as well ben-
efi t from it.

“We are going to pay one way 
or the other, so we might as well 
take the money,” Martinez said. 
“We have half of it already.”

The county has yet to determine 
how the funds will be utilized. 

“We are talking about using it 
for broadband and infrastructure 
like water and sewer,” Martinez 
said. “We will use it wisely, but 
there are requirements by the fed-
eral government on how the money 
can be used so we will have to go 
over their guidelines.”

The funds are to be used for 
specifi c purposes aimed at improv-
ing the county’s ability to respond 
to future pandemics, Greene Coun-
ty Legislature Chairman Patrick 
Linger, R-New Baltimore, said.

The county has two years in 
which to use the funds.

Pandemic relief 
funding is in the bank
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By Aaron Clause
For Capital Region Independent Media

You may well have seen a crit-
ter in a pet store or elsewhere (like 
Craig’s List), specially caged, just 
waiting to be the hit of every cock-
tail party or football game you in-
vite friends over for. 

It may have two, four, six, 
eight or more legs — or none at 
all. It may eat other live animals, 
making it extra intriguing. It may 
come in splendid colors or be 
black as night. It may have fangs 
or venom, pinchers or stingers, 
claws or stink glands.

In the pet “industry,” as well 
as in the realm of sheltering, these 
animals are termed as “exotics.” 
Exotics can be found in specialty 
pet stores, by people advertising 
their sale (or their free giveaway 
after the tank has been outgrown), 
or in the wild. 

One of the trends of the last 
couple decades has been to collect 
the most unusual, unique, gross, 
smelly, dangerous, creepy, slimy, 
sharp, insatiable creature one can 
find, plop it in a fish tank with a 
heat lamp and some wood shav-
ings, put a screen over the top and 
show it off as though nature has 
been personally circumvented. 

Many victims of the exotic 
trade include reptiles (for exam-
ple, snakes, turtles, etc.), birds, 
amphibians (frogs and salaman-
ders), arachnids (such as tarantu-
las, scorpions), arthropods (e.g. 
centipedes), insects and even 
many wild mammals (hedgehogs, 
skunks, squirrels, monkeys, etc.)

Though the research, dis-
covery and nature of all of these 
creations are important scientifi-
cally and ecologically, it has been 
demonstrated time and time again 
that the household maintenance 
and display of these animals was 
never meant to be. 

I’ll say that again: These types 
of animals were NOT meant to be 
companions! 

Let’s look at some cold, hard 
facts. Warning — some of these 
facts are shocking and may be dis-
turbing:

■ In the United States more 
than 40% of snakebite victims 
intentionally put themselves in 
harm’s way by attempting to cap-
ture wild snakes or by carelessly 
handling their dangerous pets — 
40% of that number had a blood 
alcohol level of 0.1% or more. 
(Source: https://cdn.mdedge.com/
files/s3fs-public/jfp-archived-is-

sues/1987-volume _24-25/
JFP_1987-10_v25_i4_venomous-
snakebites-in-the-united-states.
pdf)

■ You may remember the 
Stamford, Connecticut, pet chim-
panzee attack in February of 2009, 
which caused a caretaker to have 
to undergo face transplant surgery 
as a result. She had a huge battle to 
be fought in court.

■ The U.S. incidents of large cat 
attacks have resulted in the deaths 
of 25 humans, 20 adults and five 
children; the additional mauling of 
273 more adults and children; 291 
escapes (meaning they had origi-
nally been contained!); the killing 
of 150 big cats; and 134 confisca-
tions – in other words, someone’s 
large “pet” cats removed from 
those “owners!” (Source: https://
bigcatrescue.org/big-cat-attacks/)

■ Some of you may remem-
ber the 8-foot Burmese python 
that strangled a 2-year-old toddler 
in Florida after escaping its un-
locked cage. To note, the owner 
of this snake had no permit for it 
– which is a misdemeanor. Florida 
has instituted permit requirements 
for reptile ownership after people 
kept dumping their exotic pets 
into the wild, causing turmoil to 
the natural ecology and danger to 
the general population. From the 
actual 911 call: “The baby’s dead! 
Our stupid snake got out in the 
middle of the night and strangled 
the baby.” (Source: https://www.
nbcnews.com/id/wbna31684161)

The list goes on. If you really 
want to get grossed out, the in-
ternet has a lot of class-A photo-
graphs of pet rattlesnake bites and 
constricted children to slam the 
point home.

To be continued...
Feel free to call us with any 

questions at 518-828-6044 or visit 
www.cghs.org. The Food Bank is 
open to any from the public in need 
of pet food or for those wishing 
to donate food from 11:30 a.m.-4 
p.m. daily. Spay/neuter clinics for 
cats are $86 male or female, in-
cluding a rabies vaccination and 
a 5-in-1 feline distemper combi-
nation vaccination. Nail clipping 
services are available 10-11 a.m. 
every Saturday at the shelter for a 
donation of $10 for cats and $15 
for dogs (currently prepaid only). 

Aaron Clause is an admin-
istrative assistant at the Colum-
bia-Greene Humane Society/
SPCA. He may be contacted at 
cghsaaron@gmail.com.

Exotic pets
Soft Paws

CONTRIBUTED PHOTO
Pictured with CGHS/SPCA Adoption Counselor Andrea Balli is the sweetest 7-year old 
Staffordshire terrier mix, Cami. She came to the shelter as a surrender about three 
months ago. She unfortunately doesn’t do well with other animals, which is her reason 
for being here. She’s the sweetest, she truly is! She has such a tender disposition and 
she’s the most gentle girl, taking treats ever so softly. If you have no other pets, she 
would make the best addition to any house.

By Melanie Lekocevic
Capital Region Independent Media

COXSACKIE — The new 
Greene County Jail was scheduled 
to open to accept inmates July 1, 
but construction changes mandat-
ed by the state have pushed back 
the start date.

The new start date may be 
Aug. 1, Greene County Legislator 
Greg Davis, R-Greenville, said at 
the Greenville Town Board meet-
ing last Monday.

The New York State Commis-
sion of Correction — the oversight 
agency tasked with evaluating all 
county jails and other correctional 
facilities — walked back some of 
its approvals on the jail project, lo-
cated on Route 9W.

“There were a couple of things 
they wanted changed and it will 
depend on whether we can get 
those things procured and installed 
by that date,” Greene County Leg-
islature Chairman Patrick Linger, 
R-New Baltimore, said.

It is unclear how much the de-
lay will cost the county because 
the Commission of Correction has 
not made its list of change orders 
final, Linger said.

“We’re not even sure how 
much they want us to do or what 
they want us to do,” Linger said.

County officials are not certain 
how long the opening will be on 
hold because there is a delay in the 
procurement of materials.

“We’re seeing a delay in get-
ting the materials like other big 
construction projects,” Linger 
said. “We’ll have to see what we 
need to do to satisfy the Commis-
sion of Correction.”

Among the issues was an area 
of fencing on the perimeter of the 
grounds.

“We initially had a block wall 
there and the state wanted a fence 
so there is open air,” Linger said. 
“Now they don’t want the inmates 
able to see the parking lot. At this 
date it is difficult to make those 

changes.”
A final decision has not been 

reached on how to address the 
fencing issue, but the county will 
likely put up some sort of barrier 
around the chain link fence, Lin-
ger said.

There are also staffing issues 
at the jail, Greene County Legisla-
tor Charles Martinez, R-Coxsack-
ie, said Thursday. 

“We are short on corrections 
officers — we have 27 and we 
need 30,” Martinez said. “We are 
looking to hire people, but they 
have to be on the civil service list. 
They took the test a few weeks 
ago, so it will be some time before 
they will be on the list.”

It is unclear at this time when 
the new jail will open its doors to 
accept inmates, Martinez said.

Most of the administrative op-
erations at the temporary sheriff’s 
office, 370 Mansion St. in West 
Coxsackie, have been moved to 
the new jail building, which will 
also house the sheriff’s office. 

The Commission of Correc-
tion does not oversee the sheriff’s 
office, so about 75% of the staff 

were able to move into the new 
building about one month ago, 
Linger said.

“Once we had the certificate 
of occupancy for the adminis-
trative side, we moved in about 
three-quarters of the department 
that was working there,” Linger 
said. “The only thing left at the 
Mansion Street site is jail intake. 
When we take someone in, we 
have to do paperwork and transfer 
them to another facility. We only 
have physical custody of them for 
up to four hours and that is still be-
ing done in that building.”

The temporary sheriff’s office 
on Mansion Street will be closed 
once the new jail opens up for in-
mates.

It is not known what will be 
done with the temporary site after 
the sheriff’s office vacates it com-
pletely.

“Initially the Office of Court 
Administration was looking to 
consolidate and that would have 
been a good place to do that, but 
it looks like maybe the Office of 
Court Administration is pulling 
back on that,” Linger said.

CONTRIBUTED PHOTO
The opening of the Greene County Jail is being delayed and the new start date may be 
Aug. 1, according to Greene County Legislator Greg Davis, R-Greenville.

Jail opening delayed over  
construction changes

GREENVILLE — Got plans for Tues-
day nights this summer? Beginning July 6, 
from 6-8 p.m., a free concert series will be 
held in Greenville at the gazebo in Veter-
ans Park.  

The kickoff event features The Michael 
Benedict Quartet and ice cream courtesy of 
Stewart’s Shops of Greenville.  

Presented by Community Partners of 
Greenville and the Town of Greenville, 
different bands offering a variety of styles 
will play consecutive Tuesday nights 
through Aug. 17.   

The outdoor concert series will be held 
at the gazebo next to the Greenville Public 

Library at the intersections of Route 32 and 
81. The concerts will move to Prevost Hall, 
Greenville’s community center next to the 
library, in the event of rain. Bring your own 
chairs for the outdoor concerts.

Following the opening concert by The 
Michael Benedict Quartet, The Lustre 
Kings will play on Tuesday, July 13. Oth-
er groups include Girl Blue, The Matthew 
Finck Trio; Medusa Moonshine, The Funk-
shins and the Brad Monkell Quintet. A 
complete list of the groups and musicians 
is available at www.cpog.org and on flyers 
around town.

“Bring a chair and reconnect with 

neighbors while enjoying the music of tal-
ented musicians and seeing what Green-
ville has to offer,” said Town Supervisor 
Paul Macko. 

This year’s event was organized with 
the help of jazz musician Brad Monkell, a 
graduate of the Greenville School District 
and The College of Saint Rose in Albany.  

“We especially thank the sponsors who 
helped make this a free series for the com-
munity,” said Barbara Walter, treasurer of 
Community Partners and an organizer of 
the event along with Community Partners 
member Debbie Van Atzingen.  

Sponsors of the concert series include 

Community Partners of Greenville, the 
Town of Greenville, Greenville Memorial 
Public Library, the Friends of the Green-
ville Library, Greene County Government 
Speenburgh Grant through Greene Coun-
ty Legislator Greg Davis, R-Greenville, 
and the Greenville Rotary, along with lo-
cal business sponsors of Greenville Day: 
Greenville Saw Service, Walenta & Co. 
Insurance Agency, EP Nevins Insurance 
Agency, FPI Mechanical and Stewart’s 
Shops.

For more information about the con-
certs, visit www.cpog.org or email info@
cpog.org.

Weekly concert series in Veterans’ Park

By Melanie Lekocevic
Capital Region Independent Media

CATSKILL — As the state 
and nation emerge from the 
COVID-19 pandemic, many are 
itching to get out and about and 
local officials want to remind 
them of everything available 
right here in Greene County.

The “Journey to Greater” 
campaign was launched by 
Greene County Tourism to pro-
mote the county and all it has to 
offer — and to look beyond the 
obvious.

“We are trying to create an 
experience for visitors, not only 
to the destination they are going 
to, but also to experience the en-
tire journey — from the time they 
leave their home to the time they 
end up at their final destination,” 
Greene County Tourism Director 
Heather Bagshaw said last Thurs-
day.

Stopping at local spots along 
the way — from a village diner to 
public art exhibits like Coxsack-
ie’s owls and Greenville’s ducks 
— can make for a more complete 
travel experience, according to 
the initiative.

“For instance, if they were 
going to visit Hunter Mountain 
and ride the Skyride, we also 
want them to explore the village 
of Catskill and all the nooks and 
crannies along the way,” Bag-
shaw said. “So they might come 
and have lunch in the village and 
go up and get some fruits and 
vegetables from Story’s [Nurs-
ery], and then go up to their des-

tination. We want them to under-
stand it is not about enjoyment of 
the final destination, but rather 
the entire journey of the vaca-
tion.”

Sites that might not turn up on 
internet search engines can add 
depth and dimension to a trip to 
Greene County, she said.

“Greene County has all these 
fabulous assets and activities to 
offer and sometimes these little 
hidden gems are found just by 
being alert as you are driving 
through,” she said.

The “Journey to Greater” 
campaign focuses on draw-
ing visitors to local restaurants, 
shops, lodging properties, at-
tractions and other businesses, 
according to a statement from 
Greene County Tourism.

The marketing campaign uses 
both digital and social media 
platforms to promote the county 
and partnered with several social 
media influencers to promote the 
county to their audiences.

“They go to different places 
and talk about all the great things 
that Greene County has to offer 
and they promote it to their fol-
lowers on social media,” Bag-
shaw said. “We choose these in-
fluencers based on the number of 
followers they have and the type 
of content that they are pushing 
to their audience.”

One social media influencer 
the campaign partnered with was 
Karina Benninger, an avid hiker 
in the area who promoted the less 
crowded hiking trails in the coun-

ty, gear you need and how to hike 
safely.

A second promotional initia-
tive the county is participating in 
is the statewide “Roam the Em-
pire” campaign, coordinated by 
the New York State Tourism In-
dustry Association.

“Roam the Empire” — a play 
on New York’s moniker, the Em-
pire State — encourages New 
Yorkers to think of their home 
state when looking for vacation 
and travel opportunities.

“We really want to remind 
New Yorkers that it’s great to 
explore their own backyard and 
that it is safe to do so, particular-
ly coming out of the pandemic 
when people aren’t necessarily 
comfortable getting on a plane,” 
Bagshaw said. “This will remind 
them that they don’t necessarily 
have to travel far to be able to va-
cation and that New York state is 
a great vacation place.”

Spurring the tourism industry 
will also help the state’s econo-
my, according to the New York 
State Tourism Industry Associa-
tion.

“This year when you choose 
to vacation in New York, you 
will help re-employ over 300,000 
fellow New Yorkers who lost 
tourism-related jobs in the pan-
demic,” according to the orga-
nization’s website. “You will 
help revitalize local businesses 
and communities. And you will 
restore sorely needed local tax 
revenue to help fund our state’s 
economic recovery.”

Hitting the road and  
enjoying every moment
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Courtesy of Columbia-Greene Media

CAIRO — There was only one 
primary race for elected office in 
Greene County last Tuesday.

Cairo Republicans headed to 
the polls to nominate two candi-
dates in the race for the Greene 
County Legislature seat repre-
senting Cairo that will be open 
when Legislator William Law-
rence steps down for retirement.

Michael J. Camadine was the 
top vote-getter with 183 votes, 
or 42.5% of the total votes cast. 
Sherry B. True received the sec-
ond-highest number of votes 
Tuesday with 155, or 36%, ac-
cording to the Greene County 
Board of Elections.

All election results are unoffi-
cial until they are certified by the 
Greene County Board of Elec-
tions. 

Camadine and True will repre-
sent the Republican Party on the 
ballot on Election Day in Novem-

ber when every seat in the Greene 
County Legislature will be up for 
grabs.

The third candidate on the 
ballot Tuesday was Cairo Town 
Supervisor John M. Coyne, who 
received 85 votes, or 19.7% of 

the ballots cast. There were eight 
write-in votes.

A total of 295 ballots were 
cast.

The totals do not include the 
65 absentee ballots that have been 
received by the Greene Coun-
ty Board of Elections. Absentee 
ballots had to be postmarked 
last Tuesday and received by the 
county within one week in order 
to be valid.

But there will not be enough 
absentee ballots to change the 
outcome of the election, Republi-
can Election Commissioner Brent 
Bogardus said Wednesday. 

Absentee vote counts were not 
available at press time.

“It’s not going to change any-
thing because there are two leg-

islative nominations and the two 
with the highest votes were ahead 
by more than the absentee bal-
lots,” Bogardus said.

The majority of absentee votes 
have been returned to the county, 
but Bogardus said he did not im-
mediately have a precise number 
of outstanding ballots.

“Most of them are back. A 
few more could trickle in — they 
have a week to arrive so we won’t 
open and count them for a week 
yet,” Bogardus said. “But they 
shouldn’t change the outcome of 
the election.”

The board of elections will 
also do a cross-check to make 
sure people didn’t vote twice — 
by absentee ballot and again in 
person, he added.

Michael J. Camadine

Camadine, True take top spots in county primary

Sherry B. True

CAIRO — The Cairo-Durham Central 
School District is providing free lunches 
for all children 18 and younger this sum-
mer from July 6 through Aug. 12.

Free lunches for children will be 
available for pick-up between 11:45 a.m. 
and 12:15 p.m., Mon-day through Thurs-

day, beginning July 6. Pick-up will be at 
the Cairo-Durham Middle School main 
office (1301 Route 145, Cairo). 

Please note the main entrances will be 
closed this summer due to construction 
and the CDMS main office will be tem-
porarily relocated to the middle school 

cafeteria on the left side of the school 
building. Signs will be posted.

No registration or income require-
ments are needed. Anyone 18 years old 
and younger can receive a free meal re-
gardless if they are a district resident. 
If you have questions, contact the Cai-

ro-Durham District Office at 518-622-
8534.

Cairo-Durham CSD provides free 
summer meals for kids in partnership 
with the USDA Summer Food Service 
Program.

Just over a year ago, Gaby New-
mark passed away at the age of 88. 
The company honored his life last 
August with a dedication ceremony 
at the opening of their new expan-
sion facility in Coeymans.  

“Gaby lived an extraordinary 
life,” said Mr. Barr. “Along with 
his brother-in-law Sol Lefkovits the 
two holocaust survivors built up a 
company from a small business 
with five employees that disman-
tled electric motors into the G&S 
family of companies with 600 em-
ployees now an essential business 
supporting the power companies 
and utilities across America.  It is a 
true American success story.”

Gaby and Sol’s story is one of 
perseverance, hard work and dedi-
cation to family.  One that benefits 
many lives and protects the envi-
ronment. The company takes trans-
formers from the power companies, 
some that can weigh as much as a 
million pounds, to recycle, repur-

pose and refurbish them. 99% of 
the material is salvaged versus go-
ing into landfills.

“Our father’s success in busi-
ness was a direct result of their 
staunch values.  They treated peo-
ple the way they wanted to be treat-
ed. With respect and dignity,” said 
George Newmark who is Gaby’s 
son.  George now runs the day-to-
day operations along with Sol’s son 
Jeffrey Lefkovits.

Brian Hemlock, TCI’s Presi-
dent, talks about the principals that 
guide the company.  

“I’m living proof of how Gaby 
and Sol ran the company,” Hem-
lock said. “I started out on a road 
crew that went out to dismantle 
transformers at power plants. They 
believed in promoting from within 
and giving incentives to those who 
run the other facilities. They re-
warded hard work. This shows em-
ployees they have an opportunity to 
move up.”

Mr. Barr adds, “Three years 
ago, we hired a young man by the 
name of Brett Margiasso to work on 
the production line. Today he runs 
an important section at the plant 
off-loading the trucks that deliver 
transformers. This is a huge respon-
sibility separating out what can be 
salvaged and what is scrapped. He 
is 20 years old. That is right out of 
the Gaby and Sol play book.  Do a 
good job you will be rewarded.”

Brett says, “If you genuinely 
pay attention and want to grow and 
build with this company, there is no 
reason you can’t.”

“The other day we had RCS stu-
dents here who are the recipients 
of our annual college scholarships. 
Gaby and Sol loved giving back to 
the communities that gave so much 
to them,” said Mr. Barr. “So many 
people will continue to benefit from 
what they built. It is their lasting the 
legacy.”

By Kate Lisa
Courtesy of Columbia-Greene Media

NEW YORK — New York’s 
state of emergency related to the 
COVID-19 pandemic ended last 
week after remaining in effect for 
more than 15 months.

New Yorkers endured stricter ca-
pacity, social distancing, disinfection 
and additional health screening re-
quirements in businesses and social 
settings since the COVID-19 pan-
demic officially began when Gov. 
Andrew Cuomo signed an executive 
order March 7, 2020.

The state of emergency expired 
Thursday.

“It will not be renewed, it will 
punctuate the expiration of the emer-
gency we have been in,” Cuomo said 
last Wednesday during a briefing in 
Manhattan.

Most of the state’s pandemic-re-
lated restrictions were lifted June 15 
after 70% of state adults received at 
least one dose of a COVID-19 vac-
cine, but the state of emergency re-
mained intact. 

Masks or facial coverings con-
tinue to be required for unvaccinated 
New Yorkers, or people on public 
transportation, in health care, cor-
rectional facilities, nursing homes 
or congregate settings and homeless 
shelters.

The state will continue to fol-
low the U.S. Center Disease Control 
and Prevention’s COVID guide-
lines, which recommend children in 
schools and at summer camps wear 
face masks indoors. 

The end of the state of emergency 
terminates all pandemic-era execu-
tive orders, including alcohol-to-go, 
or the temporary privilege that al-
lowed New Yorkers to order alcohol-
ic beverages from establishments to 
go or be delivered.

Alcohol-to-go were scheduled to 
end after Friday, according to a tweet 
from the state Liquor Authority.

Melissa Fleischut, president and 
CEO of the state’s Restaurant Asso-

ciation, criticized the sudden ending 
of to-go alcoholic beverages in a 
statement last Wednesday. Lawmak-
ers floated legislation this session to 
permanently legalize the temporary 
executive mandate, but did not vote 
to pass the measure.

“A permanent extension of alco-
hol-to-go is supported by 78% of New 
Yorkers, but the Legislature failed to 
extend it and now the executive or-
der has ended,” Fleischut said. “Only 
in New York would elected officials 
ignore an overwhelming majority 
of the public. Restaurants are strug-
gling to find staff, keep up with rising 
costs and manage a limited supply of 
goods and nearly two-thirds of the 
applicants will not receive [federal] 
Restaurant Relief funds. New York 
state must do more to help, not hurt, 
our restaurant industry.”

Republican lawmakers on June 7 
called on their colleagues and legisla-
tive leaders to vote to terminate New 
York’s state of emergency and return 
the state to prepandemic government 
operations before session ended June 
10. Lawmakers did not take the issue 
up for debate or a vote.

“Today’s news that the New 
York governor’s emergency exec-
utive powers will finally be lifted is 
long overdue news,” Senate Minority 
Leader Rob Ortt, R-North Tonawa-
nda, said in a statement last week. 
“The progress we’ve made wouldn’t 
have been possible without thousands 
of frontline workers, business owners 
and everyday New Yorkers who sac-
rificed so much over the past year. 

“Now it is time for us to turn our 
undivided attention to the economic 
recovery and the rising crime wave 
devastating major metro areas all 
across the state. As elected officials, 
we must lead by example. Govern-
ment officials should finally resume 
normal operations including making 
themselves available to the public 
and press.

“We must do better to restore trust 
in our government, and that begins 

by making ourselves more accessible 
and accountable as state leaders.”

The Legislature unanimously 
voted in early March 2020 to grant 
Cuomo expanded spending and deci-
sion-making authority under the pan-
demic-related state of emergency. At 
the time, lawmakers and officials did 
not know how long the state of emer-
gency would remain in effect, or how 
long it would be necessary to conduct 
legislative session remotely. 

“Unfortunately, when Democrats 
in Albany had an opportunity and 
responsibility to return checks and 
balances back to state government 
and return control and authority back 
to local municipalities and school 
districts, they didn’t act,” Assembly 
Minority Leader Will Barclay, R-Pu-
laski, said in a statement. “For more 
than 15 months, 19.5 million people 
have been operating under execu-
tive orders, arbitrary restrictions and 
emergency declarations. Tomorrow, 
it finally ends. New Yorkers can now, 
at long last, return to their daily rou-
tines and a sense of normalcy. It is 
time to move forward.”

Senators in the minority confer-
ence have pushed a hostile amend-
ment to rescind Cuomo’s expanded 
pandemic authority 47 times since 
last summer.

Both houses of state Legislature, 
controlled by a supermajority of 
Democrats, amended the governor’s 
powers March 5, but did not rescind 
the additional executive authority.

Cuomo started last Wednesday’s 
COVID-19 briefing without the 
state’s updated coronavirus infection 
rate, hospitalizations and deaths for 
the first time since early March 2020.

“No numbers today — we have 
reached a new plateau that should 
give us all confidence and success,” 
the governor said. “It’s a long time 
coming, [and] a product of our ef-
forts.”

The first New York resident tested 
positive for COVID-19 on March 1, 
2020.

Cairo providing free lunches for kids 18 and younger

By Melanie Lekocevic
Courtesy of Columbia-Greene Media

The federal government released a first-of-its-
kind interactive digital map identifying areas around 
the country in need of broadband expansion, and 
Greene County has the lowest rate of internet access 
among surrounding counties.

The U.S. Department of Commerce’s National 
Telecommunications and Information Administration 
released the map showing key indicators of broad-
band. This is the first map that has compiled data 
from both public and private sources and includes 
data at the county, census tract and census block lev-
el, based on information from the U.S. Census Bu-
reau, according to the department.

“As we release this important data to the public, 
it paints a sobering view of the challenges facing far 
too many Americans as they try to connect to high-
speed broadband and participate in our modern econ-
omy,” U.S. Secretary of Commerce Gina Raimondo 
said in a statement. 

According to the digital map, 22.2% of house-
holds in Greene County do not have access to the in-
ternet and 16% do not have a computer, smartphone 
or tablet.

By contrast, in neighboring Albany County, with 
six times the population of Greene, 12.7% of house-
holds are without internet access. In Columbia Coun-
ty, 16.6% of households do not have access to the 
internet and in Dutchess County only 9.4% do not.

Karl Heck, director of Greene County Economic 
Development and Planning, said there are areas of 
the county where internet remains inaccessible, but 
the county is working on it.

“There are still gaps in the system,” Heck said. 
“This is something the county has been very aggres-
sive about as far as working to get funding that is 
available. A lot of progress has been made.”

The county has put out a survey to identify where 
internet is available and where it isn’t to a very 
specific degree — home by home — as part of the 
Greene County New York Broadband Availability 
and Adoption Initiative. The goal is to identify where 
there are gaps so the county can come up with a plan 
to address them.

The county is asking residents and business own-
ers to complete the survey by the Aug. 31 deadline.

“There are approximately 17,000 households in 
Greene County. An industry standard for a statistical-
ly valid survey is usually about 5% so at a minimum 
we are looking for 850 survey responses,” said Dep-
uty County Administrator Warren Hart. “We have al-
ready received about 500 surveys so in a short amount 
of time we have received a very good response rate.”

To increase the number of residents and business 
owners responding to the survey, the county will send 
out a mailing next month.

“In probably the first week of July we are getting 
ready to send a mailer card to each household in the 
county so we expect the response rate will increase 
significantly,” Hart said. 

The county is also looking to get a statistically 
significant sampling of responses from all corners 
of the county to get a broad view of internet access 
countywide.

“Our sub-objective is to get at least 5% in each 
town in the county,” Hart said. “We want to know 
both who doesn’t have any internet — the availability 
— and we also want to know what challenges there 
are for people for adoption — does it cost too much? 
Do they need it for household and business use?”

Broadband has become critical in various aspects 
of life, including for education, telehealth and tele-
commuting, Hart said. 

Widely available internet access is also important 
for the county’s economy, Heck said.

“Broadband is an issue that touches on the econo-
my. It’s how a lot of businesses do business, so it is an 
important function,” Heck said. “The pandemic has 
certainly shown there is a need for it everywhere.”

Study: Greene 
lowest in area 
for broadband 

coverage

COVID state of emergency ends in NYS

John Barr of TCI NY talks about 
the lasting legacy of Gaby  

Newmark, a co-founder of the  
Coeymans based company
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(518) 756-2877130 Main Street Suite 102, �Ravena, NY  12143 Johna@AnatrielloAgency.com AnatrielloAgency.com

Anatriello Agency
Insurance of course!

Anatriello Agency is a multi-generational, family-owned, 
insurance agency that has been trusted for over 60 years.

Whether you need�auto, homeowners or business insurance, 
weʼll take the time to listen to your needs and concerns, 

and find the perfect policy for you and your family.

Serving the insurance needs of individuals and businesses

A U T O   •   H O M E   •   B U S I N E S S

That’s the Anatriello Agency difference!

We can shop your auto, home or business insurance to find you the 
best coverage at the lowest possible price saving you time and money…

F O U N D E D  I N  1 9 5 8

We are locally based in 
 Ravena, and we are 
  always eager to support 
   our community.  
    Let us get you covered today.

I have had the privilege of working with Johna and the Anatriello Agency both professionally and personally. I am a retired insurance agent and underwriter and 
worked very closely with this agency for many years. I know how concerned they were to make sure they were providing the right coverage for their clients. 

When I retired I chose the Anatriello Agency as my personal agent because I knew that my insurance needs would be met.

Because they are a small Agency every client gets the personal care that is so lacking in larger agencies. You can talk with them and they will listen. 
I, for one, like to know that they are looking out for me and reviewing my coverage often. I donʼt feel like just another client. I feel like family.

          — Helen Michel

“
INSURANCE

LIKE US
756-2877

FACEBOOK
ON

OF COURSE!
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GLASS        PLASTIC       CANS

2381 Rt. 9W, Ravena
Next to Family Dollar

WE ACCEPT ALL N.Y.STATE DEPOSITS
— Approaching 1 year in business July 9th, 2019 —

Drop Off Service
NO Waiting at Machines
We Count for You!
Want to Help with Raising Money — 
FUNDRAISERS
Will Assist with Picking Up 
for Fundraisers

We PAY the Extra Penny 
on All NY State Deposit 

Cans/Bottles
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GLASS        PLASTIC       CANS

2381 Rt. 9W, Ravena
Next to Family Dollar

WE ACCEPT ALL N.Y.STATE DEPOSITS
— Approaching 1 year in business July 9th, 2019 —

Drop Off Service
NO Waiting at Machines
We Count for You!
Want to Help with Raising Money — 
FUNDRAISERS
Will Assist with Picking Up 
for Fundraisers

We PAY the Extra Penny 
on All NY State Deposit 

Cans/Bottles

*Must place window order 
by October 30th, 2019! 

Invest in your 
home's energy 
efficiency this fall 
and save at GNH! 
For a limited time 
only, 2200 Series 
Smarter Windows
Double Hung 
Replacements are
ONLY $169.OO! 

Visit GNH to 
learn more.

Greenville · Windham · Latham
www.GNHlumber.com
0% financing to credit qualified

Invest in Energy Efficient Double 
Hung Windows This Fall and SAVE!

Open 7 days a week from 10am-5pm
(518) 731-6196  •  Cty Rt 26, Climax, NY  12042

Follow us
on Facebook(1/2 Mile on left off Rte. 81  —  Red Barns on Hill)

, LLC
Sweet Cider and Our Own Cider Donuts!
16 Varieties of Apples Still on the Stand!

Pies on the Weekends!
       Squash, Vegetables, 

Local Maple Syrup & Honey, 
Jams & Jellies.

ORDER YOUR
THANKSGIVING 

PIES
BY NOV. 24th

We Now Carry Local Grass Fed Beef!

On the 
stand:

Qualifi ed households may now 
apply for Home Energy Assistance 
Pro¬gram (HEAP) grants, a feder-
ally funded program that provides 
both reg¬ular and emergency fi -
nancial assistance to help pay heat-
ing and utility bills. 

The grants are available 
through local Department of So-
cial Services (DSS) offi ces and 
Offi ces for the Aging. Customers 
of Central Hudson Gas & Electric 
Corp. who receive a HEAP bene-
fi t toward their ac¬count will also 
be issued a monthly credit on their 
bill for a max¬imum of 12 months 
based on service type and amount 
of HEAP benefi t.

“We’re pleased to offer addi-
tional assistance to families who 
may be struggling and depend on 
HEAP benefi ts, and encourage all 
eligible households to apply,” said 
Anthony Campagiorni, Vice Pres-
ident of Customer Services and 
Regulatory Affairs.

Campagiorni explained that 
qualifi ed families using electric-
ity or natural gas as their primary 
heating source may receive a reg-
ular HEAP benefi t $350 or more, 
depending on family income and 
size guidelines, applied toward 
their Central Hudson account. 

“In addition to these grants, eli-
gible customers will also receive a 
credit on their utility bills that pro-
vide further assistance in lowering 
their energy costs,” said Campa-
giorni. 

The bill credit is based on the 
type of heating source and income 
level. 

He added that qualifi ed house-
holds receiving a HEAP benefi t for 
non-utility heating fuels such as 
oil, propane, wood/wood pellets, 
kero¬sene, coal or corn are also el-
igible for a monthly credit on their 
electric or non-heating gas bill. 

“We’re happy to provide bill 
discounts to customers who heat 
with these fuels, as well,” said 
Campagiorni. 

Customers should email their 
HEAP Notice of Decision Letter to 
Central Hudson at CareUnit@cen-
hud.com to be enrolled and receive 
the bill credit.

Regular HEAP grants for the 
fall and upcoming winter are avail-
able between now and Mar. 16, 
2020, or until funding is exhaust-
ed. Emergency HEAP grants will 
be available between Jan. 2 and 
Mar. 16, 2020. These benefi ts are 
designed to meet an eligible house-
hold’s immediate energy needs.

An additional benefi t, the 
Heating Equipment Repair or Re-
placement (HERR) program, is 
available to assist income quali-
fi ed homeowners in repairing or 
replacing their primary heating 
equipment when the systems are 
inoper¬able or unsafe. Appli-
cations for HERR are accepted 
through Sept. 30, 2020, or until the 
funding is ex¬hausted.

To apply for HEAP and HERR 
benefi ts, customers may contact 
their local DSS offi ce, call (800) 
342-3009, or visit www.mybene-
fi ts.ny.gov. In¬dividuals who are 
60 and older and do not receive 
Supplemental Nutrition Assistance 
Program (SNAP) benefi ts may 
contact their local Offi ce for the 
Aging to learn of the eligibil¬ity 
requirements by calling 800-342-
9871 or by visiting www.aging.
ny.gov.

For more information on 
HEAP eligibility requirements 
and benefi ts, visit www.Central-
Hudson.com/HEAP or http://otda.
ny.gov/programs/heap/program.
asp; and for more on all of Central 
Hudson’s assistance and billing 
programs, visit www.CentralHud-
son.com, and click on “My Ac-
count.” 

Home heating assistance 
grants now available

HUDSON — Medical and community leaders joined in Hudson 
recently to unveil state-of-the-art 3D breast biopsy technology that 
offi cials at Columbia Memorial Health say will signifi cantly improve 
the diagnosis, treatment and outcomes for breast cancer patients 
Greene and Columbia counties. 

The stereotactic 3D biopsy system, known as Affi rm, will pro-
vide more precise targeting of tissue abnormalities identifi ed through 
CMH’s 3D mammography capabilities, yielding earlier and more 
accurate detection of breast cancer. The technology was acquired 
through the generosity of community members who contributed to 
the Columbia Memorial Health Foundation.

“This life-saving 3D biopsy technology, paired with our 3D mam-
mography service, provides our patients with the most advanced diag-
nostic care available in locations that are comfortable, convenient and 
close to home,” said CMH President and CEO Jay P. Cahalan.

In addition to offering 3D mammography and 3D biopsy services, 
CMH has signifi cantly augmented its radiology and pathology exper-
tise through its affi liation with Albany Medical Center. The Albany 
Med and CMH radiology and pathology services are now fully inte-
grated, which means that mammograms, and all imaging and diagnos-
tic studies, are interpreted by the region’s leading experts.

 “Each year in the U.S. more than 268,000 women are diagnosed 
with breast cancer,” said Tariq Gill, M.D., chief of Radiology at CHM. 
“This technology, now available right here in our community, is a tre-
mendous step forward in our ability to detect and diagnose early stage 
breast cancer, signifi cantly improving the likelihood of successful 
treatment.” 

Columbia Memorial Health Foundation Vice Chair Anne Scho-
maker said: “This technology is truly a gift of life made possible 
through the tremendous generosity of our donors. We are grateful be-
yond words to our supporters who continue to rally around CMH to 
ensure its essential mission can continue and expand.”

CMH unveils 
3D biopsy technology

HANNACROIX — The Hannacroix Rural Cemetery, which is lo-
cated on Route 411 in Dormansville/Westerlo, is seeking donations for 
the 2020 mowing expense for the cemetery.  

Whether you have a loved one buried there or would just like to 
give a donation, it would be greatly appreciated, organizers said. They 
also thank all who have helped in the past. 

Organizers need your help to keep the cemetery maintained. Contri-
butions can be sent to: Hannacroix Rural Cemetery, C/O Linda Smith, 
Treasurer, 115 State Route 143, Westerlo, New York 12193.

Hannacroix Rural 
Cemetery seeks 2020 

mowing donations

We’ll Style - You’ll Smile

$10 off coloring service

$17 for men’s 
grooming package

(Haircut, wash, ear & nose hair removal)

WALK-INS WELCOME
MEN • WOMEN • CHILDREN

OPEN: MON & TUES 9AM-6PM
THU & FRI 9AM-6PM & SAT 9AM-2PM

FOLLOW US

518-444-3191 / bluebirdfarmweddings.com

a new wedding & event venue
Elegance with a Gorgeous View

Historic barn situated on 100 acres with views  
of the Catskill Mountains in Medusa, NY. 
Family owned by the Sikule’s since 1945.  

Come create and share your memories with us!
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Let Us Look Into Your Hearing

LIMITED TIME OFFER
Receive up to 

  50% 
OFF

Expires 12/31/19.

*This information is intended for the sole purpose of fitting or selecting a 
hearing aid and is not a medical examination or audiological evaluation.

11573 NY-32, Suite 4A • Greenville, NY 12083

518-662-0707

™

www.hearinghealthusa.com

• Free Hearing Screenings 
• Free Demonstrations

 • Free Clean & Checks  
• Latest Hearing Technology

• Tinnitus Relief  
• 0% Financing Available

on a new pair of
digital hearing aids! 

THE
ORIGINAL

5828 ST RT 32 • WESTERLO, NY 12193

CATERING 
FOR ALL 

OCASIONS!
Check us out on FB

Follow us on Instagram

www.silvercreekdeli.com

HAND-TOSSED BRICK OVEN PIZZA

FEATURING...
• Homemade 
    Fresh Sausage
• Handmade 
    ‘in house’ Mozzarella
• Boar’s Head Cold Cuts
• Cold Heros  
• Hot Heros  • Fish Fry
• Daily Specials  • Imported Cheeses
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ALBANY — Online registration for the 
43rd Freihofer’s Run for Women, which is 
set for Saturday, Sept. 25 at 9 a.m., is now 
open at freihofersrun.com.

All registrants receive a high-perfor-
mance women’s commemorative T-shirt, 
Freihofer’s products, chip timing, live re-
sults, printable fi nisher certifi cates, and post-
race refreshments courtesy of Price Chopper 
Supermarkets. The registration fee is $30 
through Aug. 30. 

Runners of all abilities looking to get in 
shape for the region’s premier all-women 
5K can also sign up now for the Freihofer’s 
Training Challenge, which begins Monday, 
July 12, at 17 sites in Albany, Rensselaer, 
Saratoga and Dutchess counties.  

The 11-week program, which costs $55, 
follows a beginner’s 5K training plan and fea-
tures weekly, small group training sessions 
led by mentors. Participants also receive 
emails with each day’s workout schedule, a 
tech shirt and clinics on strength training, nu-
trition, run form and injury prevention. 

A virtual program is also offered for those 
concerned about being around others or who 
plan to be away during the summer. For a 
$40 registration fee, participants receive 
weekly workout emails, a tech shirt and the 
program’s educational resources sent elec-
tronically. 

 “The Training Challenge typically be-
gins in March when there’s snow on the 
ground,” said FRW Event Director Kristen 
Hislop. “This year, due to the COVID-19 
pandemic, our Training Challenge is starting 
later in the year and the weather will be much 
nicer. We’re hoping more women will give 
their motivation a boost, improve their health 
and make some new friends by signing up.”

The Training Challenge’s beginner’s pro-
gram is for women who are new to running 
or are coming back after a break. The pro-
gram starts with walking and jogging and 
progresses as the race date approaches. 

“The intermediate program is for those 
who have completed a 5K or want more chal-
lenging workouts, while our advanced pro-
gram is for those athletes ready for focused 
speed and distance workouts,” Hislop added. 

“These women should already be able to run 
fi ve or more miles at a time. 

“Both the in-person or virtual Training 
Challenge are designed to prepare you for 
the 43rd Freihofer’s Run for Women,” His-
lop continued. “When registering for the 5K, 
choose the in-person or virtual option (same 
cost) and the virtual Training Challenge on 
the main screen. To register for the in-person 
Training Challenge, you’ll need to continue 
through the registration process to add on the 
Training Challenge and then select a site of 
your choice for your in-person workout ses-
sions.”

The following is a list of Training Chal-
lenge sites and times: 

MONDAY SESSIONS:
• 5:15 p.m. – Zim Smith Trail (3 Curry 

Road, Round Lake) — Beginner
• 5:30 p.m. – Albany Rail Trail (1520 

New Scotland Road, Slingerlands; Park be-
hind Slingerlands Fire Department) — Inter-
mediate

• 5:30 p.m. – Bethlehem HS (700 Dela-
ware Avenue, Delmar) — Beginner

• 5:30 p.m. – The Albany Corning Pre-

serve (1 Quay Street, Albany) — Beginner
• 6 p.m. – Peebles Island (1 Delaware Av-

enue North, Cohoes) — Beginner
• 6 p.m. – Southern Saratoga YMCA (1 

Wall Street, Clifton Park) — Beginner
• 6 p.m. – The Crossings of Colonie (580 

Albany Shaker Road, Albany) — Beginner/
Intermediate

TUESDAY SESSIONS:
• 6 a.m. – Halfmoon Town Park (162 NY-

236, Clifton Park) — Beginner
• 5:30 p.m. – Guilderland YMCA (250 

Winding Brook Drive, Guilderland) — Be-
ginner/Intermediate

• 5:30 p.m. – The Crossings of Colonie 
(580 Albany Shaker Road, Albany; Back pa-
vilion) — Beginner/Intermediate

• 5:30 p.m. – Saratoga State Park (19 
Roosevelt Drive, Saratoga Springs) — Be-
ginner

WEDNESDAY SESSIONS:
• 6:30 a.m. – Colonie Mohawk River 

Park (71 Schermerhorn Road, Cohoes) — 
Beginner/Intermediate

• 4:30 p.m. - Red Hook Town Park (Route 
79, Red Hook) — Intermediate

• 5:30 p.m. – iRunLocal (425 Broadway, 
Saratoga Springs) — Beginner

• 5:30 p.m. – Southern Saratoga YMCA 
(1 Wall Street, Clifton Park) — Beginner/In-
termediate/Advanced

• 5:30 p.m. – Bethlehem High School 
(700 Delaware Avenue, Delmar) — Begin-
ner

• 6 p.m. – East Greenbush Library (10 
Community Way, East Greenbush) — Inter-
mediate

THURSDAY SESSIONS:
• 8 a.m. – Corinth Post Offi ce (97 Main 

Street, Corinth) — Beginner
• 5 p.m. - Albany Rail Trail (722 South 

Pearl Street, Albany) — Advanced
• 6 p.m. - Albany Rail Trail (8 Grove 

Street, Voorheesville) — Advanced
• 6 p.m. - Saratoga State Park (19 Roos-

evelt Drive, Saratoga Springs) — Beginner/
Intermediate

SATURDAY SESSIOS: 
• 7:30 a.m. – Zim Smith Trail (3 Curry 

Road, Round Lake) — Beginner/Intermedi-
ate

• 8 a.m. – East Greenbush Bike Path 
(Greenwood Drive, East Greenbush) — In-
termediate

• 8 a.m. - Saratoga State Park (19 Roos-
evelt Drive, Saratoga Springs) — Beginner

 SUNDAY SESSIONS:
• 8 a.m. – Southern Saratoga YMCA (1 

Wall Street, Clifton Park) — Intermediate
• 9 a.m. – The Crossings of Colonie (580 

Albany Shaker Road, Albany) — Beginner/
Intermediate 

To learn more and sign up for the Train-
ing Challenge, visit https://freihofersrun.
com/events/training-challenge.  Online reg-
istration through the 5K is the only method 
of registering. Registration closes on Sun-
day, July 25. A dedicated Training Challenge 
Facebook page can be found at facebook.
com/freihoferstrainingchallenge. For more 
information, email khislop@freihofersrun.
com.

For additional information about the 43rd 
annual Freihofer’s Run for Women, 33rd an-
nual Kids’ Run and 11th annual Freihofer’s 
Junior 3K Run, visit freihofersrun.com.

SARATOGA SPRINGS — The 
New York Racing Association, Inc. 
has announced three new hospital-
ity areas at Saratoga Race Course 
set to debut during the upcoming 
2021 summer meet.

The Spa Verandas at the Top 
of The Stretch, Tailgate at the 
Turn picnic area and the newly ex-
panded section of The Stretch will 
welcome fans for the fi rst time on 
Opening Day, Thursday, July 15. 

Reservations for all three areas 
will be available beginning Thurs-
day, June 24, at 10 a.m. at NYRA.
com/Saratoga. 

“As we prepare to welcome 
fans back to the Spa for the fi rst 
time in two years, we are excited 
to introduce three additional areas 
where our guests can enjoy a day 
at Saratoga,” said NYRA Senior 
Director of Communications Pat 
McKenna. “The Spa Verandas and 
Tailgate at the Turn will undoubt-

edly be popular additions to our 
group hospitality offerings. And as 
one of our most in-demand destina-
tions, the expansion of The Stretch 
will be met with equal enthusiasm. 
We look forward to the debut of 
these areas this summer.”

A reimagining of one of Sara-
toga’s most popular spots, the Spa 
Verandas will replace the former 
Top of the Stretch reserved picnic 
areas with six new, partially cov-
ered sections offering a modern and 
casual outdoor experience. 

Designed to accommodate up 
to 45 guests each, the Spa Veran-
das will feature comfortable lounge 
furniture, mounted televisions, bet-
ting machines and private access to 
the track apron for uninterrupted 
rail side viewing as the thorough-
breds round the fi nal turn and head 
for home. Each package comes 
with admission and programs. 
Food and beverage packages may 

be purchased separately. 
The all-new Tailgate at the Turn 

drive-up picnic section will wel-
come fans to experience a day at 
the Spa from a casual atmosphere 
offering a unique vantage point of 
thoroughbreds rounding the fi rst 
turn. 

The hospitality area will feature 
a total of 16 designated picnic areas 
where parties of up to six fans can 
drive up to their trackside reserved 
section overlooking the rail adja-
cent to the 1863 Club. Fans may 
bring in their own food and bever-
age. 

In addition to a private picnic 
table, fans in the Tailgate at the 
Turn area will enjoy a hospitality 
tent with large-screen televisions, 
betting machines and bar service. 
Each six-person section must be 
reserved in full.

As a result of its continued 
popularity since being introduced 

during the 
2018 season, 
The Stretch 
will expand 
to feature an 
additional 15 
lounge box-
es located in 
Section T of 
the Grand-

stand. 
The private hospitality area – 

which is located at the Top of the 
Stretch – features modern and up-
scale amenities in a casual envi-
ronment with outstanding views of 
thoroughbreds rounding the fi nal 
turn.

Each lounge box seats four to 
six guests with comfortable bench 
seating and access to personal tab-
lets. Ticket holders to The Stretch 
enjoy exclusive access to a full-ser-
vice bar, kitchen and concessions, 
high-defi nition televisions and vid-
eo screens, and private restrooms. 
Fans also enjoy a relaxed dress 
code at The Stretch. Fans can ex-
plore the new section using Sara-
toga Virtual Venue at NYRA.com/
Saratoga. 

With 70% of adult New Yorkers 
now vaccinated against COVID-19, 
Gov. Andrew M. Cuomo last Tues-
day announced the immediate re-
moval of COVID-19 protocols and 
restrictions for nearly all activities 
and industries, including outdoor 
sports and entertainment venues. 
Accordingly, NYRA will open all 
sections at Saratoga Race Course at 
100% capacity. 

The lifting of all COVID-19 
protocols, including the require-
ment for fans to provide vaccina-

tion status, applies to all hospitality 
areas and venues within the facility, 
including these three new sections 
as well as the popular Saratoga 
backyard.

Non-vaccinated individuals 
will be required to wear a facial 
covering during their day at Sara-
toga Race Course, in accordance 
with Centers for Disease Control 
and Prevention guidance. 

NYRA reserves the right to 
amend admission protocols based 
on updates and adjustments by 
New York state. 

The 40-day summer meet at 
historic Saratoga Race Course will 
feature 76 stakes worth $21.5 mil-
lion in total purses highlighted by 
the 152nd renewal of the Grade 1, 
$1.25 million Runhappy Travers on 
Aug. 28 and the Grade 1, $1 mil-
lion Whitney on Aug. 7, as the an-
chors of two of the most prestigious 
racing days in North America. 

Following the four-day open-
ing weekend from Thursday, July 
15 through Sunday, July 18, rac-
ing will be conducted fi ve days a 
week, Wednesdays through Sun-
days, with the exception of the fi nal 
week, when the meet will conclude 
on Labor Day.

For additional information, visit 
NYRA.com/Saratoga. 
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494 Western Turnpike  |  Altamont, NY
Phone: 518.355.6034  |  www.carvercompanies.com

    » Aerial Pictures
    » Towing
    » Port-To-Port
    » Trucking
    » Warehousing
    » Crane Rentals
    » Stevedoring

For over 30 years, the Carver Company’s Core 
Competencies consist of General & Marine 
Construction, Sand and Gravel Mining, Property 
Management, Port, Stevedoring, Terminal & Warehouse 
Management, Maritime and Logistics, and Tug and 
Barge Marine Towing. 

We strive to inspire our diverse, well-rounded work 
force and management team to always perform at 
the highest levels of safety and professionalism. We 
deliver service by maintaining a reputation where our 
unquestionable Values of honesty and integrity drive 
our actions on and off the job.

FOR SALE — WOOD CHIP — PER 4” max, 3 pt hitch, 
18 HP min. Never used!! $1000. Call 518-573-9665

CLASSIFIEDS
jobs/homes/merchandise/vehicles/services

HELP WANTED — Employment Opportunity, Town of 
Greenville.  Part-time maintenance worker/meter read-
er.  Duties include:  cleaning, snow removal, mowing and 
trimming, light carpentry and plumbing and quarterly 
meter reading for the water district.  Driver’s License re-
quired.  For questions, please call 518-966-5055 x 2 (Su-
pervisor Paul Macko).  � e Town of Greenville is an equal 
opportunity employer.  

Rainbow Golf Club is now hiring full or part time:  One 
person for inside the clubhouse for all around job in the 
kitchen, bar and pro shop.  Must be a good multitasker 
and have good people skills.  Also people to work outside 
on the golf course, mowing etc.  Also looking for a me-
chanic to work on golf course equipment.  
Call Cookie at 518-966-5343 or email your resume to 
cookie@rainbogolfclub.com. www.rainbowgolfclub.com

ALBANY―St. Peter’s Health Part-
ners and Albany Med are suspending 
COVID-19 community testing, the hospi-
tals announced on March 20. Effective im-
mediately, St. Peter’s Health Partners will 
only be testing symptomatic health care 
providers at its Albany Memorial Campus, 
600 Northern Blvd. in Albany. 

Drive-up testing continued until 9 p.m. 
Friday, March 20 at the Albany Med test-
ing site adjacent to the Emergency Depart-
ment at 43 New Scotland Avenue, Albany. 
The Albany Med site will remain open 
only to examine and evaluate patients and 
will continue to be operated by emergency 
medical staff.

“Albany Med and St. Peter’s Health 
Partners understand this is a time of great 

anxiety for the community,” the hospitals 
stated. “We want to reassure everyone that 
we are continuing to work with all regional 
hospitals to face ongoing and developing 
challenges related to this pandemic.”

The diffi cult decision was made in or-
der to conserve testing resources for those 
at highest risk, including inpatients, symp-
tomatic direct care workers and those with 
high-risk exposure to the virus. This also 
will serve as a conservation measure for 
supplies to test the inpatient population at 
Albany Med and in SPHP hospitals under 
investigation for COVID-19.

People who are exhibiting symptoms of 
COVID-19, but have not been determined 
by a doctor to require hospital care, are ad-
vised to follow the recommended 14-day 

home quarantine and any treatment regi-
men recommended by their doctor.

“We are committed to doing all we can 
to provide the highest quality care possi-
ble to any hospitalized COVID-19 patient, 
should the situation arise,” the hospitals 
said in a statement.

If you suspect you are sick with 
COVID-19, follow the steps below to care 
for yourself and help prevent the disease 
from spreading to other people:
 Stay home except to get medical care 

and separate yourself from other people 
and animals in your home.
 Call your health care provider if your 

illness is worsening.
 Cover your coughs and sneezes.
 Clean your hands often.

Albany Med and St. Peter’s Health 
Partners continue to work with the CDC 
and other public health authorities to pro-
tect our colleagues and the people we serve 
during the COVID-19 pandemic. This in-
cludes the steps they are taking to ensure 
we protect patients and colleagues in all 
our care sites, including:
 Encouraging those who are ill with 

fever, cough or shortness of breath to call 
ahead to care sites;
 Following CDC guidelines for use of 

personal protective equipment;
 Restricting visitors;
 Signage at entry points; and
 Developing alternative locations for 

ill patients, among others.

St. Peter’s and Albany Med suspend 
COVID-19 community testing

By Liz Schaeffer 
Greenville Pioneer

CATSKILL―With fi rst responders 
among those on the forefront of the Coro-
navirus pandemic, police agencies are ad-
vising of a few changes.

“If you are experiencing an emergency, 
as always, call 911. When placing an emer-
gency call, please advise dispatchers if you 
or any members of your household are 
experiencing fl u-like symptoms,” advised 

State Police. “This information will ensure 
fi rst responders can prepare to prevent the 
spread of any illnesses.”

In addition, until further notice, the 
State Police are suspending employment 
fi ngerprinting, along with child safety seat 
checks.

“Public safety is a mission priority for 
our Troopers. While we understand that 
suspending these services is an inconve-
nience to the public, this is an extraordi-
nary circumstance,” Troopers states. “The 

State Police are committed to doing what 
we can to assist the State’s emergency re-
sponse to COVID-19.”

State Police will notify the public when 
these services, both employment fi nger-
printing and child safety seat checks, will 
once again be provided to the public.  

In Greene County, the Sheriff’s Offi ce 
has temporarily suspended all pistol permit 
offi ce hours due to “reassignment of per-
sonnel for Coronavirus related duties.”

The GCSO is also advising the public 

that deputies are being encouraged to prac-
tice social distancing and handle as many 
calls as possible over the telephone while 
still remaining effective.

“Please do not be alarmed if you see a 
member of the Sheriff’s Offi ce in protec-
tive gear as this only means they are taking 
suggested precautions,” the GCSO stated. 
“All members of the GCSO remain avail-
able and ready to help our community in 
any way possible.”

Police advise of changes due to Coronavirus

The future of our country depends 
on the ability of journalists to 
provide the public with 
investigative journalism.

Help show your support for quality,
investigative journalism:

Donate to the International
Consortium of Investigative
Journalists today

https://donate.icij.org/

Real, Reputable, 
Trusted. Your News 
Media.

www.newsmediaalliance.org 

THIS PUBLICATION 
SUPPORTS REAL 
NEWS.

REPORTERS, EDITORS AND PHOTOGRAPHERS
CREATE REAL NEWS. JOURNALISM YOU CAN TRUST.

#SupportRealNews

NYVT Media is in search of Part-time Sales Assistant 
for data/order entry & weekly social media posts. 

Assist sales team with reports, sales materials & monthly goals. 
Assist in managing digital projects and giveaways. 

Work with the Ad Director and Production Manager on special 
content, monthly calendars and deadlines. $14 / hour. 

In person work in Granville, NY & remote work. 
Internet and personal computer required.

PART-TIME SALES ASSISTANT

APPLY AT: www.NYVTmedia.com/job-opportunities

New hospitality areas to open at Saratoga Race Course

Registration open for 43rd Freihofer’s Run for Women

By Tim Martin
Courtesy of Columbia-Greene Media

GREENVILLE — The Kappel family 
and the Kingston City Royals 18U travel 
softball team are proud to announce Mel-
ody Kappel, from the Greenville High 
School Class of 2021, has signed her Na-
tional Letter of Intent to pitch at Ithaca 
College, where she will enter into the Ex-
ploratory Science program.

Kappel was one of the top players in 
the Patroon Conference and helped the 
Spartans earn the No. 2 seed in the Sec-
tion II Class B playoffs, where they ad-
vanced to the semifi nal round.

Kappel compiled a 12-3 record with 
a 0.93 earned run average on the mound 
her senior season, striking out 193 batters 
and walking 16 in 97 innings.

She batted an even .500 with one 
home run, 25 RBI, 27 runs scored, 10 

stolen bases, a .536 OBP, .717 slugging 
percentage and 1.253 OPS.

“Hard work and dedication create op-
portunity, Melody is a great example of 
this,” Kappel’s coach with the Kingston 
City Royals 18U Brian Haller said. “The 
opportunity to pitch in college is some-
thing she has always wanted, and she 
went out and made it happen. 

“She is a relentless worker, constant-
ly improving her game. The Kingston 

City Royals are thrilled that Melody has 
found the perfect home at Ithaca College 
to continue playing the game she loves.”

Her Greenville coach also congratu-
lated her on the accomplishment.

“Melody is every coach’s dream — 
hard-working, dedicated, a team player 
and role model for her younger team-
mates,” Greenville coach Chris Hagan 
said. “I wish her the best of luck and great 
success at Ithaca.”

Greenville’s Melody Kappel chooses Ithaca College

CONTRIBUTED PHOTO
The event draws crowds of runners each year.
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Let Us Look Into Your Hearing

LIMITED TIME OFFER
Receive up to 

  50% 
OFF

Expires 12/31/19.

*This information is intended for the sole purpose of fitting or selecting a 
hearing aid and is not a medical examination or audiological evaluation.

11573 NY-32, Suite 4A • Greenville, NY 12083

518-662-0707

™

www.hearinghealthusa.com

• Free Hearing Screenings 
• Free Demonstrations

 • Free Clean & Checks  
• Latest Hearing Technology

• Tinnitus Relief  
• 0% Financing Available

on a new pair of
digital hearing aids! 

THE
ORIGINAL

5828 ST RT 32 • WESTERLO, NY 12193

CATERING 
FOR ALL 

OCASIONS!
Check us out on FB

Follow us on Instagram

www.silvercreekdeli.com

HAND-TOSSED BRICK OVEN PIZZA

FEATURING...
• Homemade 
    Fresh Sausage
• Handmade 
    ‘in house’ Mozzarella
• Boar’s Head Cold Cuts
• Cold Heros  
• Hot Heros  • Fish Fry
• Daily Specials  • Imported Cheeses

By Melanie Lekocevic
Courtesy of Columbia-Greene Media

NEW BALTIMORE — A 
proposal for a 4.99-megawatt 
solar facility is back before the 
planning board for the fi rst time 
in about a year.

The Hannacroix Solar Facil-
ity would construct a solar-ener-
gy project on about 40 acres in 
the town of New Baltimore.

The project went before the 
town planning board rough-
ly a year ago because of the 
COVID-19 pandemic. 

“It has been quite a while 
since this project has been here 
before the board,” planning 
board chairman Rob Van Etten 
said.

Over the past year, consulting 
engineers have been working out 
some of the details, said attorney 
Benjamin Botelho of The Mur-
ray Law Firm, based in Clifton 
Park. Botelho represents the de-
veloper, Teichos Energy.

“We have been kind of on 
hold working on technical de-
tails,” Botelho said. “There have 
been mostly internal discussions 
between our engineering consul-
tant and the town’s engineering 
consultant.”

The Hannacroix Solar Facili-
ty is one of 20 large-scale renew-
able energy projects announced 
in the governor’s 2019 State of 
the State Address.

Energy generated by the proj-
ect will remain in the local pow-
er grid and will not be transport-
ed downstate to New York City 
like similar solar projects in the 
county.

“It will go into the Central 
Hudson system,” said Vincent 
Hansen, vice president of Orig-
ination for Teichos Energy. “It’s 
an interconnection with the local 
grid.”

The project came before the 
town planning board at its June 
10 meeting.

Planning board member Ken 
Finke asked about the grid’s ca-
pacity to handle the additional 
power.

“We were talking with anoth-
er solar project in town and we 
were told that the grid system is 
maxxed out and the grid system 
will not support any more than 
maybe another megawatt in the 
area here within a 10-mile radi-
us,” Finke said. “I don’t know if 
you have an approval letter from 
Central Hudson or the utility 
company that the grid system is 
able to handle another 5 mega-
watts because otherwise we are 
just going through the motions 
here.”

The Hannacroix project is al-
ready included in that capacity, 
Hansen said.

“The project already has an 

existing agreement,” Hansen 
said. “It was approved as part of 
the existing system.”

Members of the town’s zon-
ing board of appeals attended 
the planning board meeting to 
provide guidance on some of the 
issues facing the project. The 
planning board pushed the proj-
ect back to the zoning board of 
appeals for review for a variance.

If approved, the project 
would be on fi ve parcels of land 
owned by three different owners. 
Teichos would lease three of the 
parcels and two would be pur-
chase options, Botelho said.

But with multiple parcels, the 
project would need a variance to 
be permitted.

“They have setback rules and 

this project spans multiple par-
cels, so we can’t meet those set-
back rules,” Botelho said. “It’s 
all one project, but they wanted 
us to get variances for those in-
ternal property lines.”

It is not known when the 
project might receive approval 
or break ground.

“We are hoping for approv-
als in the next few months from 
the town and then I am assum-
ing more construction plans will 
need to be fi nalized and we will 
work with the utilities to get that 
hooked up,” Botelho said.

The Hannacroix Solar Facili-
ty is one of 20 renewable energy 
projects to share in $1.5 billion 
in funding awarded by the state 
in 2019.

Developer revives Hannacroix solar proposal

Ear Robert J. LaCosta
Glenmont Plaza

Coxsackie Hope Plaza

Hearing Aid Users Warning:
BE AWARE OF THE SELF-
REFERRING PRACTITIONERS!
If you are a user or in need of a hearing aid...
You Do Not have to go where your physician directs you to...
Whether they send you “down the hall” or down the block to 
their own hearing aid dispenser, it is called “self-referral” and 
usually not in your best interest. 
We don’t have 30 chains, we have 30 years experience. We 
are local. You can pull right up to our front door. You won’t be 
scheduled weeks ahead. See why we have positive reviews by 
your neighbors.

Skilled Practitioner • Speech Clarity • Background Noise Reduction
CDPHP, MVP, Blue Cross/Blue Shield, etc. through our Assurance Plan

A Hearing Aid Education:

518-435-1250

Pinching Pennies 
& Good Hearing Health…
Stay local. Stay safe. Stay small. Stay safer yet. I live in Coeymans 
and my offices are within minutes of my house.

Our practice doesn’t have 30 waiting room chairs, but I do have 
over 30 years of experience. That’s thousands upon 

thousands of successful hearing aid fittings.

One neuroscientist recently wrote that the 
role of the hearing dispenser is the critical 
component of successful hearing aid fittings. 
For those who have been frustrated by hearing 
loss or even hearing aids, it may be that you’re 
missing…US! 

So many of the hearing impaired and 
their families relationships have been 

seriously disrupted  and disturbed 
when they try to pinch pennies 
on their hearing. Our fees are fair, 
usually save you significantly as 
we are determined to stay small 
and keep overhead down and 
honor the insured (that’s you) 
with our Assurance Plan™ to 
include the role of your insurance 
company.

Robert J. LaCosta, BC-HIS
Proud Owner of a Local Practice

EMPIRE PLAN 
ENROLLEES:

NO Out-Of-Pocket
Hearing Aids

COURTESY OF GOV. ANDREW CUOMO’S OFFICE    
The developer is reviving the Hannacroix Solar Facility project, which has been on 
hold for about a year due to the COVID-19 pandemic. Pictured is a fi le photo of 
solar panels.
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By Gary W. Moore
For Capital Region Independent Media

I love spontaneity more than 
the average person – whether it 
be a spontaneous vacation or par-
ty. This last weekend has been 
a weekend of spontaneous fun, 
celebration, laughter, eating and 
story sharing. 

More than a hundred people 
have poured in and around my 
home, patio and family room 
over the last three days for what 
has felt like a non-stop celebra-
tion. My two sons, Toby and Tra-
vis, and my son-in-law, Jeff, all 
worked hard to take the mantle 
of master griller and made my 
special barbecue ribs better than 
I could have ever done. I’ve sa-
vored every conversation, hug, 
moment and memory. 

By now, you might be won-
dering why it’s been a non-stop 
party in my own home. Well, I 
will tell you why, but it is perhaps 
the scariest yet most courageous 
sentence I’ll ever write to my 
readers.

I am dying.

I believe transparency is an 
important component in relation-
ships. Whether it’s between hus-
band and wives, parents and chil-
dren, teachers and parents, and 
parents and students. Anywhere 
a relationship exists, transparency 
is important. Transparency must 
always lead to vulnerability, and 
that is always a terrifying experi-
ence. 

In the beginning of the Bible, 
we read about Adam and Eve 
discovering their vulnerability in 
their nakedness, and they were 
ashamed and hid. I don’t feel 
shame and I don’t feel afraid to 
die, but being transparent and 
vulnerable about this reality is 
hard.

“Vulnerability is not winning 
or losing. It’s having the courage 
to show up when you can’t con-
trol the outcome.”- Brene’ Brown

As most of you know, I’ve 
been fi ghting Stage 4 stomach 
cancer for years. There is no cure. 
I’ve been working with a brilliant 
young oncologist who is a world 
leader, Dr. Pashtoon Kasi at the 
Holden Comprehensive Cancer 

Center at the University of Iowa 
Hospitals. My treatment has been 
cutting-edge and has extended 
my life by at least nine months.

Unfortunately, every treat-
ment works until it doesn’t, and 
my chemo that was eating my 
cancer began eating healthy tis-
sue and organs and we had to 
stop. We tried another, but it also 
failed. At the same time, I was 
being fed through a feeding tube 
and my body began rejecting the 

food. I have been removed from 
all treatment and placed on hos-
pice care.

What does it mean? It means 
to some that I am off treatment 
and being kept comfortable until 
I die. But I am not a “go quietly 
in the night guy.” I refuse to give 
up or give in; if I am breathing, 
I am fi ghting. If a new option or 
treatment becomes available, I’ll 
be the fi rst in line. Fighting also 
means doing everything that I 
love – spontaneous parties into 
the night, being with the people I 
love, endless trays of food, laugh-
ing and being present in every 
single waking moment. 

You are now wondering how 
much time? I’ve been given esti-
mates of six days up to a month. 
But a month is generous. My 
daughter bought me a bracelet 
that says in Morse code, “Never 
Give Up!” I’ll fi ght to be present; 
I will fi ght to be with the people I 
love until my last breath.

My daughter who is a pastor 
continues to remind me that this 
is a sacred and holy journey as I 
cling to the hope of the future. I 

do believe in God’s promises. I 
believe in the God of resurrection, 
and though I will someday die, I 
also believe that I will be raised 
to new life. I believe that some-
day I will join the great cloud of 
witnesses and experience an inex-
tricable joy that I’ve never before 
known. I am at peace.

In the meantime, I will contin-
ue writing this column until I’m 
gone. You will know I’m gone 
when my daughter publishes my 
fi nal column, which has already 
been written.

My relationship with you is 
precious to me. I’m grateful for 
your love and loyalty, and I cher-
ish every note of encouragement. 
I’m not planning on checking out 
of here soon, but when I do, I will 
miss you. Cling to hope, dear 
friends.

Gary W. Moore is a free-
lance columnist, speaker, and 
author of three books including 
the award-winning, critically ac-
claimed, “Playing with the Ene-
my.” Follow Gary on Twitter @
GaryWMoore721 and at www.
garywmoore.com.

Not my favorite column

 
Gary W. Moore

Positively Speaking
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One of the things I liked most about my 
former job as a Cooperative Extension agent 
in Greene County was the process of figuring 
out what was causing problems with garden 
plants, lawns, trees or shrubs. It is sort of like 
detective work without a cloak or dagger.

I used what I learned about this topic 
in public health as well, when we contract-
ed with the New York State Department of 
Health to conduct educational programs to 
combat Lyme disease. This week I will share 
some principles of disease and infection I 
learned, which are pretty relevant in these 
days of the COVID-19 pandemic.

In order to contract a disease, whether 
it is a plant or animal disease, three factors 
must occur simultaneously. If any of these 
three factors are not present, there can be no 
disease. First, before I discuss these specific 
factors, I need to talk about the things that 
cause disease.

In general, disease-causing organisms 
are fungi, bacteria or viruses. All may cause 
diseases with similar symptoms, but all are 
different in their mode of action or how they 
infect.

It seems to me that most plant diseases 
are caused by fungi. Fungi are organisms that 
generally require water to become infectious. 

Lacking chlorophyll, they need to get their 
“food” from other sources than sunlight by 
breaking down and absorbing organic matter. 
Sometimes in the process of feeding on plant 
material, they kill or damage their host. This 
distinguished pathogens from saprophytes.

Once a plant is infected with a fungal 
disease, it is generally difficult to “cure” the 
infection. The general strategy is to try to 
prevent the infection in the first place or keep 
it from spreading. Fungi are living organisms 
that can survive for a long time, either active-
ly causing infection, or in a dormant state that 
may last for 100 years or more. This longev-
ity allows them to re-occur when conditions 
are right. Some fungal diseases are ubiqui-
tous and must be dealt with every season.

Twenty years ago, almost all the garden 
seeds that were sold were treated with a 
pink-colored fungicide called “Captan.” This 
fungicide protected tender seedlings from 
getting “damping off,” which is a general 
term for similar diseases caused by several 
genera of fungi. The infected seedlings grow 
spindly and eventually keel over and die with 
a conspicuous shriveling or narrowing of the 
stem at soil level. It is highly contagious and 
usually fatal once contracted.

It is virtually impossible to cure a flat 

of seedlings once the disease occurs, so the 
emphasis is on prevention. In addition to pre-
ventive chemical fungicides there are cultur-
al practices than can also be utilized, much to 
the satisfaction of gardeners who don’t want 
to use chemical fungicides.

Another major cause of disease in plants 
and animals are bacteria. Bacteria are also 
living organisms that can exhibit long-term 
dormancy. Like fungi, they can damage their 
hosts by “feeding” on the tissue of the host 
and using the host’s cells to grow and multi-
ply. Of course, not all bacteria are pathogenic 
and neither are all fungi.

Our bodies contain millions of foreign 
bacteria and fungi that do us no harm what-
soever. In fact, many of these organisms are 
responsible for keeping us healthy. Bacteria, 
like fungi, usually require water to become 
infectious.

One of the most common bacterial dis-
ease of pears and apples is called “fireblight.” 
This disease most often occurs when rain or 
hail hits flower blossoms. Splashing water 
spreads the disease. Most, but not all, fun-
gicides are ineffective in treating bacterial 
disease. Commercial fruit growers often use 
antibiotics, such as streptomycin, to try to kill 
bacteria.

A third major infectious agent is viruses. 
Viruses, like the COVID-19 virus, are very 
different than bacteria or fungi in the sense 
that they are not living organisms, per se. 
They can only survive and reproduce inside 
living cells. They have a very short life ex-
pectancy, unlike bacteria or fungi, and they 
don’t necessarily need water to infect. Think 
of them as renegade hunks of DNA or RNA 
that get into the genes of plants or animals, 
and direct the cells to make more viruses. 
They are also very tiny compared to fungi 
and bacteria.

Viral infections in plants are far less com-
mon than bacterial or fungal infections be-
cause they generally cannot get inside a plant 
without help from another living organism. 
Leafhopper insects and aphids are usually 
involved in viral infections in plants. These 
insects inject the virus into the plant physi-
cally with their mouthparts and once inside 
the plant they can replicate.

Since all three of these types of patho-
gens cause disease in somewhat different 
manners, dealing with them requires differ-
ent strategies, but the principles of infection 
remain essentially the same. This is where I 
will pick up the story next week.

Reach Bob Beyfuss at rlb14@cornell.edu

Plant diseases
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Drop Off Service
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*Must place window order 
by October 30th, 2019! 

Invest in your 
home's energy 
efficiency this fall 
and save at GNH! 
For a limited time 
only, 2200 Series 
Smarter Windows
Double Hung 
Replacements are
ONLY $169.OO! 

Visit GNH to 
learn more.

Greenville · Windham · Latham
www.GNHlumber.com
0% financing to credit qualified

Invest in Energy Efficient Double 
Hung Windows This Fall and SAVE!

Open 7 days a week from 10am-5pm
(518) 731-6196  •  Cty Rt 26, Climax, NY  12042

Follow us
on Facebook(1/2 Mile on left off Rte. 81  —  Red Barns on Hill)

, LLC
Sweet Cider and Our Own Cider Donuts!
16 Varieties of Apples Still on the Stand!

Pies on the Weekends!
       Squash, Vegetables, 

Local Maple Syrup & Honey, 
Jams & Jellies.

ORDER YOUR
THANKSGIVING 

PIES
BY NOV. 24th

We Now Carry Local Grass Fed Beef!

On the 
stand:

Qualifi ed households may now 
apply for Home Energy Assistance 
Pro¬gram (HEAP) grants, a feder-
ally funded program that provides 
both reg¬ular and emergency fi -
nancial assistance to help pay heat-
ing and utility bills. 

The grants are available 
through local Department of So-
cial Services (DSS) offi ces and 
Offi ces for the Aging. Customers 
of Central Hudson Gas & Electric 
Corp. who receive a HEAP bene-
fi t toward their ac¬count will also 
be issued a monthly credit on their 
bill for a max¬imum of 12 months 
based on service type and amount 
of HEAP benefi t.

“We’re pleased to offer addi-
tional assistance to families who 
may be struggling and depend on 
HEAP benefi ts, and encourage all 
eligible households to apply,” said 
Anthony Campagiorni, Vice Pres-
ident of Customer Services and 
Regulatory Affairs.

Campagiorni explained that 
qualifi ed families using electric-
ity or natural gas as their primary 
heating source may receive a reg-
ular HEAP benefi t $350 or more, 
depending on family income and 
size guidelines, applied toward 
their Central Hudson account. 

“In addition to these grants, eli-
gible customers will also receive a 
credit on their utility bills that pro-
vide further assistance in lowering 
their energy costs,” said Campa-
giorni. 

The bill credit is based on the 
type of heating source and income 
level. 

He added that qualifi ed house-
holds receiving a HEAP benefi t for 
non-utility heating fuels such as 
oil, propane, wood/wood pellets, 
kero¬sene, coal or corn are also el-
igible for a monthly credit on their 
electric or non-heating gas bill. 

“We’re happy to provide bill 
discounts to customers who heat 
with these fuels, as well,” said 
Campagiorni. 

Customers should email their 
HEAP Notice of Decision Letter to 
Central Hudson at CareUnit@cen-
hud.com to be enrolled and receive 
the bill credit.

Regular HEAP grants for the 
fall and upcoming winter are avail-
able between now and Mar. 16, 
2020, or until funding is exhaust-
ed. Emergency HEAP grants will 
be available between Jan. 2 and 
Mar. 16, 2020. These benefi ts are 
designed to meet an eligible house-
hold’s immediate energy needs.

An additional benefi t, the 
Heating Equipment Repair or Re-
placement (HERR) program, is 
available to assist income quali-
fi ed homeowners in repairing or 
replacing their primary heating 
equipment when the systems are 
inoper¬able or unsafe. Appli-
cations for HERR are accepted 
through Sept. 30, 2020, or until the 
funding is ex¬hausted.

To apply for HEAP and HERR 
benefi ts, customers may contact 
their local DSS offi ce, call (800) 
342-3009, or visit www.mybene-
fi ts.ny.gov. In¬dividuals who are 
60 and older and do not receive 
Supplemental Nutrition Assistance 
Program (SNAP) benefi ts may 
contact their local Offi ce for the 
Aging to learn of the eligibil¬ity 
requirements by calling 800-342-
9871 or by visiting www.aging.
ny.gov.

For more information on 
HEAP eligibility requirements 
and benefi ts, visit www.Central-
Hudson.com/HEAP or http://otda.
ny.gov/programs/heap/program.
asp; and for more on all of Central 
Hudson’s assistance and billing 
programs, visit www.CentralHud-
son.com, and click on “My Ac-
count.” 

Home heating assistance 
grants now available

HUDSON — Medical and community leaders joined in Hudson 
recently to unveil state-of-the-art 3D breast biopsy technology that 
offi cials at Columbia Memorial Health say will signifi cantly improve 
the diagnosis, treatment and outcomes for breast cancer patients 
Greene and Columbia counties. 

The stereotactic 3D biopsy system, known as Affi rm, will pro-
vide more precise targeting of tissue abnormalities identifi ed through 
CMH’s 3D mammography capabilities, yielding earlier and more 
accurate detection of breast cancer. The technology was acquired 
through the generosity of community members who contributed to 
the Columbia Memorial Health Foundation.

“This life-saving 3D biopsy technology, paired with our 3D mam-
mography service, provides our patients with the most advanced diag-
nostic care available in locations that are comfortable, convenient and 
close to home,” said CMH President and CEO Jay P. Cahalan.

In addition to offering 3D mammography and 3D biopsy services, 
CMH has signifi cantly augmented its radiology and pathology exper-
tise through its affi liation with Albany Medical Center. The Albany 
Med and CMH radiology and pathology services are now fully inte-
grated, which means that mammograms, and all imaging and diagnos-
tic studies, are interpreted by the region’s leading experts.

 “Each year in the U.S. more than 268,000 women are diagnosed 
with breast cancer,” said Tariq Gill, M.D., chief of Radiology at CHM. 
“This technology, now available right here in our community, is a tre-
mendous step forward in our ability to detect and diagnose early stage 
breast cancer, signifi cantly improving the likelihood of successful 
treatment.” 

Columbia Memorial Health Foundation Vice Chair Anne Scho-
maker said: “This technology is truly a gift of life made possible 
through the tremendous generosity of our donors. We are grateful be-
yond words to our supporters who continue to rally around CMH to 
ensure its essential mission can continue and expand.”

CMH unveils 
3D biopsy technology

HANNACROIX — The Hannacroix Rural Cemetery, which is lo-
cated on Route 411 in Dormansville/Westerlo, is seeking donations for 
the 2020 mowing expense for the cemetery.  

Whether you have a loved one buried there or would just like to 
give a donation, it would be greatly appreciated, organizers said. They 
also thank all who have helped in the past. 

Organizers need your help to keep the cemetery maintained. Contri-
butions can be sent to: Hannacroix Rural Cemetery, C/O Linda Smith, 
Treasurer, 115 State Route 143, Westerlo, New York 12193.

Hannacroix Rural 
Cemetery seeks 2020 

mowing donations
By Bob Beyfuss
For Capital Region Independent Media

The “if you don’t like this, just 
wait a few days” weather of spring 
2021 continues into summer. 

Since I returned from Florida at 
the end of April, I have had snow, 
frost, a week of rain, two weeks 
with no rain at all and some of the 
most beautiful days I can recall. 

Even Mother Nature seems a 
bit confused as some phenologi-
cal events are not in sync, as they 
should be. Gypsy moth larvae gen-
erally hatch when oak leaves appear 
and by now these hairy caterpillars 
should be almost 2 inches long, but 
I see some of them at less than a 
half inch, despite fully grown oak 
leaves.

Several readers report their as-
paragus beds have petered out after 
only a few years of good yields. 
This is likely due to a disease that 
affects the below-ground crowns 

and nothing that is visible on the 
top growth. Crown rot is caused by 
poor drainage usually, but it seems 
to be exacerbated by weeds. 

Asparagus is amazingly tolerant 
of table salt, which is also a pretty 
effective annual weed preventer. 
Established beds can tolerate sev-
eral pounds of salt per 100 square 
feet and the salt may actually help 
to combat the crown rot. 

I did have to apply an insec-
ticide spray to my plants for tiny 
asparagus beetles, which caused 
a pause in the harvest for about a 
week. These spotted beetles are 
less than a half inch long. They lay 
many black eggs on the spears that 
hatch into soft bodied larvae in a 
few days. The larvae eat the foliage 
and cause the spears to bend over 
and curl as they emerge from the 
ground. Sometimes the tips of the 
spears will also begin to separate 
before they get tall enough to har-
vest, as a result of their feeding. It is 

a good idea to cut off all the spears 
on well-established beds on a daily 
basis to eliminate breeding grounds 
for these pests. Currently I am har-
vesting asparagus twice a day, since 
the spears can grow 6 inches or 
more in 24 hours.

Last week I forgot to tell you to 
make sure you cut the garlic scapes 
off the plant as soon as you see 
them. Garlic bulbs will be much 
larger as a result of this action. The 
scapes, which are the fl ower stalks 
and bud of garlic, are entirely edi-
ble, but not necessarily as tasty as a 
garlic lover might like. They can be 
made into pesto, cooked in stir fry 
or, as a friend suggested, best used 
to make cooking stock. I scattered 
them amongst the rest of my garden 
vegetables to hopefully deter other 
critters.

The same friend also reported 
great success using Mylar, bird re-
pellant tape, all around and in their 
blueberry bushes. Last year they did 

not lose any fruit at all utilizing the 
shiny tape that blows in the wind. 
This is certainly worth a try as the 
tape is very inexpensive and several 
of you have reported zero harvest 
due to birds. As usual, please let me 
know if this works for you or not.

Lawns are growing at maximum 
rate now and as long as it remains 
cool and moist, you can apply fertil-
izer and weed killer. By far the most 
important key to a beautiful lawn is 
just to keep it mowed at 3.5 inches 
every time it gets to 4 inches. This 
frequent shearing will eliminate 
most broad-leaved weeds as well 
as, or even better, than herbicides. 
Of course, this tip does not apply to 
golf courses. 

The next time you need to re-
place your lawn mower, consider 
an electric one. Lithium battery 
technology has advanced dramati-
cally in recent years to allow much 
more powerful and long-lasting 
batteries. Even riding mowers de-

signed to mow acres of grass can be 
run on batteries now and with gas 
prices skyrocketing, the added cost 
of purchase may be recovered in a 
few years.

I recently bought a battery-pow-
ered chainsaw that is surprisingly 
powerful. The saw, plus battery and 
charger, cost less than $200 in to-
tal, which is less than I paid for my 
last gas-powered one. It runs longer 
than my back allows me to saw at 
any one time, so there is little loss of 
effi ciency. It is lighter, cleaner and 
much quieter than the gas model, so 
I don’t need to wear earplugs. Best 
of all, it starts instantly at the fl ip 
of a switch, instead of a few dozen 
“pulls” on my fi nicky old, gas-pow-
ered one. It still requires bar oil, but 
no mixing of gas and oil is needed 
for fuel. I plan to buy a battery-pow-
ered skill saw next.

Reach Bob at rlb14@cornell.
edu.

Timely tips for summer gardening

By Dick Brooks
For Capital Region Independent Media 
Media

The Queen of the house re-
cently told me she was going to 
a friend’s house and I would be 
on my own as far as the evening 
meal was concerned. 

This really didn’t present 
as much of a problem for me 
as it might have for some other 
members of my sex that I know. 
Some of my guy friends would 
be hard put to come up with a 
peanut but-ter sandwich to stave 
off starvation. I, on the other 
hand, am well versed in the cu-
linary arts and, in fact, do most 
of the cooking in our house.

I fed the dog and then was 
ready for a culinary adventure 
that I hadn’t been faced with for 
some time: I could have any-
thing to eat I wanted. I didn’t 
have to take into account anyone 
else’s likes or dislikes. There 
were no dietary restrictions to 
be accountable to anyone for. 
This could be good! I checked 
out the fridge, there were some 
good leftovers, but they were 
all of the “twigs and bark” va-
riety — high in fi ber, low in fat 
and sugar. They would serve 
as great fodder for mid-night 
snacking, but didn’t qualify as 
a treat. I could go get takeout 
— Chinese or pizza would be 
good. I ruled them out, not spe-
cial enough.

I fl ipped through my mental 
menu, ran through some of my 
mother’s recipes, pleasant but 

they didn’t make my taste buds 
tingle. I got to the fi le, “Favorite 
Forbidden Foods,” and decided 
to take a quick cruise through it. 
In it, I found what I was search-
ing for. An item from the distant 
past that made my mouth water.

I headed for the supermarket 
and started my search. I found 
the fi rst item quickly, I wasn’t 
even sure it was still being made 
— Wonder bread. It said “clas-
sic” on the wrapper, I squeezed 
it. It was still wonderfully soft 
and squishy, just like the old 
days. Into the cart it went and I 
headed for the meat counter. 

I found the bologna section 
and located a package of the 
kind with the red rind on it — 
you know, the piece of plastic 
that you had to either cut off or 
if you were a bologna afi cio-
nado, you ripped off with your 
teeth. It joined the bread in the 
cart. 

Off to the dairy section, the 
white American cheese I wanted 
was harder to fi nd. I didn’t want 
the individually wrapped kind, 
I wanted the kind you had to 
peel off its companions. I found 
a package near the back and it 
joined the bread and bologna in 
the cart. Off to the condiment 
aisle where a jar of bright yellow 
mustard found its way into the 
cart, not that brown stuff with 
the dots in it, proper screaming 
yellow mustard.

I headed for the checkout, 
proud of the fact that at no time 
had I looked at the nutritional 

infor-mation panel on any of 
the products I was about to pur-
chase. As I passed the bakery 
section, a package of Twinkies 
called to us. My newfound ad-
venturous self said, “What the 
heck,” and for old times’ sake, 
the Twinkies hopped into the 
cart, too.

Arriving home, I checked to 
see if any of the neighbors were 
looking and hurried with my bag 
of goodies into the house. I then 
spread my purchases out on the 
kitchen table and proceeded to 
make two of the most beautiful 
bologna and cheese sandwiches 
you’ve ever seen. I added the 
Twinkies to the edges of the 
plate and stood back to admire 
my masterpiece. 

Nothing I’ve seen on the 
Food Channel can compare with 
the sight of those beauties. 

I fi lled up a glass with whole 
milk from the bottle usually re-
served for making yogurt and 
went into the family room, set 
the plate down on the end table, 
fl opped into my recliner, kicked 
the feet up, clicked the TV on. 
There was a NASCAR race on. I 
picked up the fi rst sandwich, ad-
mired it, and took a bite.

There are times when life is 
just so good that it almost hurts.

Thought for the week — If a 
cow laughed, would milk come 
out of her nose?

Until next week, may you 
and yours be happy and well.

Reach Dick Brooks at Whit-
tle12124@yahoo.com.

No baloney, life is good
WHITTLING AWAY by Dick Brooks

TCB Energy, LLC
FUEL OIL, DIESEL & KEROSENE

Joseph DeGennaro, Owner 
WESTERLO, NY

Call us for pricing 
and delivery schedule

Family Owned & Operated

QUALITY FUELS AT 
AFFORDABLE PRICES

518-708-4820518-708-4820
OR OR 518-470-8334518-470-8334

24 HOUR BURNER SERVICE
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EVERYONE SAYS EXPERIENCES MATTER.
WHAT ARE YOU WAITING FOR?

$4,399

ADVENTURES
STARTING AT

MSRP 
(Plus freight & setup)

EXPERIENCE MORE TOGETHER

We all know people love experiences. And you’ll have an experience like no other 
when you’re cruising down the trail on your very own machine from CFMOTO. 

Up and down our lineup there’s something for everyone. Whether you’re just 
getting into the sport, you like to hunt, or you want the baddest machine on 

the trail, we have what you’re looking for. And unlike our competitors, we 
load up our machines with great stuff without charging you for every little 

extra. With CFMOTO, you just plain 
get more so you can get out and 

experience more together.

WARNING: CFMOTO recreational vehicles are intended for off-road use only, and can be hazardous to operate. Read Owner’s Manual and all product labels before operating. 
Never operate on paved roads. Operators and passengers must wear a helmet, eye protection and protective clothing. Operators must be at least 16 years old with a valid driver’s 
license. Passengers, if permitted, must be at least 12 years old. Always use seat belts, cab netting and doors (if equipped). Never operate under the influence of alcohol or drugs. 
Avoid excessive speed and sharp turns, and never engage in stunt driving. Check state and local laws before operating on trails. Take a safety training course before operating. 
Contact your CFMOTO dealer for more information, call the ATV Safety Institute at 1-800-887-2887, or go to www.atvsafety.org. ©2020 Zhejiang CFMOTO Power Co., Ltd.
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By Andrea Macko
Greenville Pioneer

NEW YORK―Unacast, an
award-winning location data and
analytics firm, has launched a So-
cial Distancing Scoreboard.

The Scorecard assigns a letter
grade of A through F to all states
and counties in relation to social
distancing behavior during the
COVID-19 pandemic. The tool
does not rank response to the virus
by public health officials but in-
stead focuses on public behavior.

Using the change in distance
traveled prior to COVID-19 in
comparison to present day, areas
that observe at least a 40% de-
crease in average distance traveled
are assigned a grade of A, while
those that exhibit less than 10% de-
crease or increase are assigned an
F. Letter grades are then compared
to the number of new COVID-19
cases reported in those areas to
help users draw conclusions be-
tween social distancing behavior
and virus spread over time.

So how do local counties rank?
Overall Greene County has

received a grade of C-, as has
Schohaire County. Albany Coun-
ty received a grade of C. The best
scores in New York State were
four counties in the North Coun-
try. The overwhelming majority of

New York State counties received
a C or D grade, giving the county
an average C grade. As of press
time, no county had received an F.

Overall, the United States av-
erage grade was a C. Nevada, Col-
orado, Hawaii, Michigan and Wis-
consin earned B grades. Louisiana

was the only state to earn an F.
Unacast is developing the

technology with public datasets,
as well as aggregate mobility and
anonymous device data from tens
of millions of devices. Unacast’s
proprietary technology then ex-
trapolates the results to show
trends by county and by state.

Unacast created this pro bono
offering, powered by its Real
World Graph data engine, to
help public health experts, policy
makers, academics, community
leaders and businesses in retail
and real estate gain accurate in-
sights into current public behav-
ior and unearth trends for future
scenarios related to the spread of
COVID-19.

In the wake of the global pan-
demic, the World Health Organi-
zation and the Centers for Disease
Control have advised social dis-
tancing as a containment method
to slow the spread of the disease.

“COVID-19 spreads mainly

among people who are in close
contact (within about 6 feet) for a
prolonged period. Spread happens
when an infected person coughs,
sneezes, or talks, and droplets from
their mouth or nose are launched
into the air and land in the mouths
or noses of people nearby. The
droplets can also be inhaled into
the lungs. Recent studies indi-
cate that people who are infected
but do not have symptoms likely
also play a role in the spread of
COVID-19,” the CDC reports.
“It may be possible that a person
can get COVID-19 by touching a
surface or object that has the virus
on it and then touching their own
mouth, nose, or eyes. However,
this is not thought to be the main
way the virus spreads. COVID-19
can live for hours or days on a sur-
face, depending on factors such
as sun light and humidity. Social
distancing helps limit contact with
infected people and contaminated
surfaces.”

Unacast applied geospatial
human mobility insights with its
proprietary tools to create an in-
teractive map showing mobility
trends by county or by state as a
way to raise awareness of and re-
inforce the importance of social
distancing in relation to slowing
the spread of COVID-19.

“Our goal in developing this
and our COVID-19 Toolkit is to
empower organizations to un-
earth reliable and valuable infor-
mation to guide critical decision
making and planning in relation
to COVID-19 containment,”
said Thomas Walle, CEO and
Co-founder at Unacast. “We are
updating the Scorecard and en-
hancing this COVID-19 Toolkit to
provide the most timely and accu-
rate information possible, with the
hope of ultimately saving lives.”

Editor’s note: The grades in
the above article are based on
data from April 16. For more in-
formation or to see if a county’s
grade has changed, visit Unacast.
com.

PHOTO CONTRIBUTED
Unacast has given counties in each state a grade based on how the public maintains social distancing.

Data firm ranks counties on social
distancing behavior

Come and meet Janice, Lynn, Gail and Vickie
And welcome new stylist, Brittney Blake to our team.

Grand Opening

Thursday, November 14TH

9:30am-5:00pm

Janice Mahoney, new owner of 
Jan’s Country Cuts, in Greenville

would like to invite you to their grand opening!

REFRESHMENTS WILL BE SERVED — ALL ARE WELCOME!

4841 State Route 81, Greenville, NY  12083
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Obituaries
Maria K. Kammerer

CORNWALLVILLE―Maria K.
Kammerer, age 80, of Cornwall-
ville, NY passed away on March
25, 2020 in Catskill, NY.

Maria was born on July 31,
1939 in Romania and was the
daughter of the late Nikolaus and
Agatha (Wagner) Zimmermann.

In addition to her parents she
is predeceased by her husband
Richard Kammerer.

Survivors include her sister
Anneliese Hartman of Missouri,
her brother Walter Zimmermann
of North Carolina, and her
nephew Walter Zimmermann of
Texas. Also survived by her loving
English Shepherd Dog compan-
ion, Wizzard.

Maria was a former owner and
chef at the Mountain Brauhaus
where she enjoyed one of her
many passions of cooking. She
also worked many years as a
secretary with the Cairo-Durham
School District. She enjoyed
sewing, was an avid gardener,
painter and artist and will be
missed and forever cherished by
all who knew and loved her.

Due to the current Coronavirus
pandemic, a private burial will
take place at this time. A Cele-
bration of Maria’s Life will take
place at a later date. Maria’s
family thanks you for your under-
standing.

In lieu of flowers memorial
donations may be made to the
Columbia Greene Humane So-
ciety, 111 Humane Society Rd.,
Hudson, NY 12534.

Condolences may be made at
www.richardsfuneralhomeinc.
net.

Maria K. Kammerer

The future of our country depends 
on the ability of journalists to 
provide the public with 
investigative journalism.

Help show your support for quality,
investigative journalism:

Donate to the International
Consortium of Investigative
Journalists today

https://donate.icij.org/
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Come and meet Janice, Lynn, Gail and Vickie
And welcome new stylist, Brittney Blake to our team.
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Janice Mahoney, new owner of 
Jan’s Country Cuts, in Greenville
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Dr. Dorothy Urschel

HUDSON – Columbia Memo-
rial Health last week announced
the selection of Dorothy M. Ur-
schel as its new chief operating
officer.

Dr. Urschel is an experienced
health care executive who has
held senior clinical and admin-
istrative leadership posts in nu-
merous health care organizations,
most recently at St. Peter’s Health
Partners as vice president of oper-
ations and chief nursing officer at
Albany Memorial Hospital, and
vice president of Cardiac and Vas-
cular Services.

An accomplished clinician,
administrator and academic, Ur-
schel is an acute care and family
nurse practitioner. She also holds
a master’s degree in business ad-
ministration. She replaces Karen
Tassey, who retired after serving
as CMH’s chief operating officer
for the past seven years.

“Dorothy Urschel is a dynam-
ic leader and highly experienced
caregiver who has consistently
demonstrated an ability to lead
and succeed with a ‘patient first’
perspective,” said CMH Presi-
dent and CEO Jay P. Cahalan.
“The complexities of health care
system operations are numerous,
but the imperative remains that
all of our efforts are centered on
delivering high-quality and com-
passionate care to our patients.
Dorothy will be a key player in
our commitment to that mission.”

In addition to her clinical and

administrative leadership posts
at St. Peter’s, Dr. Urschel has
held leadership positions at West-
chester Medical Center, Kaleida
Health and Roswell Park Cancer
Institute, among others. An aca-
demic leader and teacher, she has
served as an associate professor,
adjunct faculty member and clin-
ical speaker at leading schools of
nursing.

“Columbia Memorial Health
has evolved to become a compre-
hensive health care provider for
Columbia and Greene Counties,”
Urschel said. “And being a part
of the Albany Med Health System
provides unparalleled access to an
expansive array of specialty care
services. I’m very excited to be
part of a caring and highly experi-
enced team of professionals.”
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Shelva Jean Maynard
GREENVILLE―Shelva Jean

Maynard, 82, formerly of Green-
ville was led by angels to peace
on March 30, 2020.

Born Shelva J. Lane on March
7, 1938, in Endicott, to the late
Delbert and Josephine Lane.

Shelva was also predeceased
by siblings, Arthur, William and
Elizabeth Lane and daughter,
Tammy Zacchio, of Cairo.

She is survived by her children,
daughter, Deborah Ann Morris,
Chenango Forks, son, Barry Lane
White and wife, Robin, Lynnville
TN, daughter, Barbara Lynn
Hogan and husband, Joseph,
Greene;  sister, Beverly and hus-
band Clifford Wilcox, Zavalla TX;
grandchildren,  Amanda Pratt,
Jesse, Sarah, Adam and Clay
Morris, Gaetano Zacchio Jr and
wife Heather, Austin Zacchio and
wife Lisa, Natasha and Nicole
Zacchio, Chrissy (White) Arellano,
Matthew White, Jessica (White)

Fralick, Josie White, Elizabeth
White, Kelsey, Brandi and Jenna
Keathly; 16 great-grandchildren
as well as several nieces and
nephews.

Shelva graduated from Greene
Central School, attended nursing
school and was employed by the
Cadre Corporation and I.B.M.
in Owego.  Later employed by
the Conoco Corporation while in
Texas, manager for Cumberland
Farms while living in Greenville
and Eckerds Pharmacy in Greene
until her retirement.

To honor her request, there will
be no public services. A private
graveside service for family will
be held at a later date at the
Riverhurst Cemetery, Endwell.

Arrangements are under direc-
tion of Root Funeral Home, 23
N. Chenango Street, Greene, NY
13778 and condolences may be
sent to the family at www.rootfh.
com.
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Obituaries
Egeziaca ‘Jessica’ Rufa

WESTERLO―Egeziaca “Jes-
sica” Rufa, 106, passed away 
peacefully on Monday, March 
9, 2020 at the Community Hos-
pice Inn at St. Peter’s Hospital. 

She was born in Frosinone, 
Italy on November 20, 1913 
to the late Peter and Dominica 
Perciballi. 

She was raised in Italy and 
in 1929, she married Vincent 
Rufa. 

She raised her family in 
Italy before the family moved 
to America in 1954. They all 
settled in the Bronx, where she 
worked as a seamstress. 

In 1988, she moved to West-
erlo, where she joined St. John 
the Baptist Church and became 
a member of the Rosary Soci-
ety. Jessica enjoyed cooking, 
crocheting, and gardening. In 
addition to her parents, she is 
predeceased by her children, 
Maria Rufa, Josephine Cestra, 
and Benny Rufa; and her sib-
lings, Peter Cerquiddi and Nena 
Perciballi.

Egeziaca is survived by her 

children, Ida Pironi and Peter 
Rufa, fifteen grandchildren, and 
several great and great-great 
grandchildren. 

Calling hours were Thursday 
March 12 at the A.J. Cunning-
ham Funeral Home, 4898 State 
Route 81, Greenville. A Funeral 
Mass was March 13 at St. John 
the Baptist Church, 4987 State 
Route 81, Greenville, followed 
by burial in Greenville Ceme-
tery. Condolences can be post-
ed at ajcunninghamfh.com.

Egeziaca ‘Jessica’ Rufa
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Dr. Dorothy Urschel

HUDSON – Columbia Memo-
rial Health last week announced
the selection of Dorothy M. Ur-
schel as its new chief operating
officer.

Dr. Urschel is an experienced
health care executive who has
held senior clinical and admin-
istrative leadership posts in nu-
merous health care organizations,
most recently at St. Peter’s Health
Partners as vice president of oper-
ations and chief nursing officer at
Albany Memorial Hospital, and
vice president of Cardiac and Vas-
cular Services.

An accomplished clinician,
administrator and academic, Ur-
schel is an acute care and family
nurse practitioner. She also holds
a master’s degree in business ad-
ministration. She replaces Karen
Tassey, who retired after serving
as CMH’s chief operating officer
for the past seven years.

“Dorothy Urschel is a dynam-
ic leader and highly experienced
caregiver who has consistently
demonstrated an ability to lead
and succeed with a ‘patient first’
perspective,” said CMH Presi-
dent and CEO Jay P. Cahalan.
“The complexities of health care
system operations are numerous,
but the imperative remains that
all of our efforts are centered on
delivering high-quality and com-
passionate care to our patients.
Dorothy will be a key player in
our commitment to that mission.”

In addition to her clinical and

administrative leadership posts
at St. Peter’s, Dr. Urschel has
held leadership positions at West-
chester Medical Center, Kaleida
Health and Roswell Park Cancer
Institute, among others. An aca-
demic leader and teacher, she has
served as an associate professor,
adjunct faculty member and clin-
ical speaker at leading schools of
nursing.

“Columbia Memorial Health
has evolved to become a compre-
hensive health care provider for
Columbia and Greene Counties,”
Urschel said. “And being a part
of the Albany Med Health System
provides unparalleled access to an
expansive array of specialty care
services. I’m very excited to be
part of a caring and highly experi-
enced team of professionals.”

Columbia Memorial 
Health announces  

new COO
Dorothy Urschel to join executive 

leadership team
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By Andrea Macko
Greenville Pioneer

NEW YORK―Unacast, an 
award-winning location data and 
analytics firm, has launched a So-
cial Distancing Scoreboard.

The Scorecard assigns a letter 
grade of A through F to all states 
and counties in relation to social 
distancing behavior during the 
COVID-19 pandemic. The tool 
does not rank response to the virus 
by public health officials but in-
stead focuses on public behavior.

Using the change in distance 
traveled prior to COVID-19 in 
comparison to present day, areas 
that observe at least a 40% de-
crease in average distance traveled 
are assigned a grade of A, while 
those that exhibit less than 10% de-
crease or increase are assigned an 
F. Letter grades are then compared 
to the number of new COVID-19 
cases reported in those areas to 
help users draw conclusions be-
tween social distancing behavior 
and virus spread over time.

So how do local counties rank?
Overall Greene County has 

received a grade of C-, as has 
Schohaire County. Albany Coun-
ty received a grade of C. The best 
scores in New York State were 
four counties in the North Coun-
try. The overwhelming majority of 

New York State counties received 
a C or D grade, giving the county 
an average C grade. As of press 
time, no county had received an F.

Overall, the United States av-
erage grade was a C. Nevada, Col-
orado, Hawaii, Michigan and Wis-
consin earned B grades. Louisiana 

was the only state to earn an F.
Unacast is developing the 

technology with public datasets, 
as well as aggregate mobility and 
anonymous device data from tens 
of millions of devices. Unacast’s 
proprietary technology then ex-
trapolates the results to show 
trends by county and by state.

Unacast created this pro bono 
offering, powered by its Real 
World Graph data engine, to 
help public health experts, policy 
makers, academics, community 
leaders and businesses in retail 
and real estate gain accurate in-
sights into current public behav-
ior and unearth trends for future 
scenarios related to the spread of 
COVID-19. 

In the wake of the global pan-
demic, the World Health Organi-
zation and the Centers for Disease 
Control have advised social dis-
tancing as a containment method 
to slow the spread of the disease. 

“COVID-19 spreads mainly 

among people who are in close 
contact (within about 6 feet) for a 
prolonged period. Spread happens 
when an infected person coughs, 
sneezes, or talks, and droplets from 
their mouth or nose are launched 
into the air and land in the mouths 
or noses of people nearby. The 
droplets can also be inhaled into 
the lungs. Recent studies indi-
cate that people who are infected 
but do not have symptoms likely 
also play a role in the spread of 
COVID-19,” the CDC reports. 
“It may be possible that a person 
can get COVID-19 by touching a 
surface or object that has the virus 
on it and then touching their own 
mouth, nose, or eyes. However, 
this is not thought to be the main 
way the virus spreads. COVID-19 
can live for hours or days on a sur-
face, depending on factors such 
as sun light and humidity. Social 
distancing helps limit contact with 
infected people and contaminated 
surfaces.”

Unacast applied geospatial 
human mobility insights with its 
proprietary tools to create an in-
teractive map showing mobility 
trends by county or by state as a 
way to raise awareness of and re-
inforce the importance of social 
distancing in relation to slowing 
the spread of COVID-19. 

“Our goal in developing this 
and our COVID-19 Toolkit is to 
empower organizations to un-
earth reliable and valuable infor-
mation to guide critical decision 
making and planning in relation 
to COVID-19 containment,” 
said Thomas Walle, CEO and 
Co-founder at Unacast. “We are 
updating the Scorecard and en-
hancing this COVID-19 Toolkit to 
provide the most timely and accu-
rate information possible, with the 
hope of ultimately saving lives.”

Editor’s note: The grades in 
the above article are based on 
data from April 16. For more in-
formation or to see if a county’s 
grade has changed, visit Unacast.
com.

PHOTO CONTRIBUTED
Unacast has given counties in each state a grade based on how the public maintains social distancing. 

Data firm ranks counties on social 
distancing behavior
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Obituaries
Maria K. Kammerer

CORNWALLVILLE―Maria K. 
Kammerer, age 80, of Cornwall-
ville, NY passed away on March 
25, 2020 in Catskill, NY. 

Maria was born on July 31, 
1939 in Romania and was the 
daughter of the late Nikolaus and 
Agatha (Wagner) Zimmermann. 

In addition to her parents she 
is predeceased by her husband 
Richard Kammerer. 

Survivors include her sister 
Anneliese Hartman of Missouri, 
her brother Walter Zimmermann 
of North Carolina, and her 
nephew Walter Zimmermann of 
Texas. Also survived by her loving 
English Shepherd Dog compan-
ion, Wizzard. 

Maria was a former owner and 
chef at the Mountain Brauhaus 
where she enjoyed one of her 
many passions of cooking. She 
also worked many years as a 
secretary with the Cairo-Durham 
School District. She enjoyed 
sewing, was an avid gardener, 
painter and artist and will be 
missed and forever cherished by 
all who knew and loved her. 

Due to the current Coronavirus 
pandemic, a private burial will 
take place at this time. A Cele-
bration of Maria’s Life will take 
place at a later date. Maria’s 
family thanks you for your under-
standing. 

In lieu of flowers memorial 
donations may be made to the 
Columbia Greene Humane So-
ciety, 111 Humane Society Rd., 
Hudson, NY 12534. 

Condolences may be made at 
www.richardsfuneralhomeinc.
net.

Maria K. Kammerer
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Jan’s Country Cuts

Grand Opening

Thursday, November 14TH

9:30am-5:00pm

Janice Mahoney, new owner of 
Jan’s Country Cuts, in Greenville

would like to invite you to their grand opening!

Normal hours Wednesday-Saturdays  9:30am-5:00pm

EFRESHMENTS WILL BE SERVED LL ARE WELCOME
Dr. Dorothy Urschel

HUDSON – Columbia Memo-
rial Health last week announced 
the selection of Dorothy M. Ur-
schel as its new chief operating 
officer. 

Dr. Urschel is an experienced 
health care executive who has 
held senior clinical and admin-
istrative leadership posts in nu-
merous health care organizations, 
most recently at St. Peter’s Health 
Partners as vice president of oper-
ations and chief nursing officer at 
Albany Memorial Hospital, and 
vice president of Cardiac and Vas-
cular Services.

An accomplished clinician, 
administrator and academic, Ur-
schel is an acute care and family 
nurse practitioner. She also holds 
a master’s degree in business ad-
ministration. She replaces Karen 
Tassey, who retired after serving 
as CMH’s chief operating officer 
for the past seven years. 

“Dorothy Urschel is a dynam-
ic leader and highly experienced 
caregiver who has consistently 
demonstrated an ability to lead 
and succeed with a ‘patient first’ 
perspective,” said CMH Presi-
dent and CEO Jay P. Cahalan. 
“The complexities of health care 
system operations are numerous, 
but the imperative remains that 
all of our efforts are centered on 
delivering high-quality and com-
passionate care to our patients. 
Dorothy will be a key player in 
our commitment to that mission.”

In addition to her clinical and 

administrative leadership posts 
at St. Peter’s, Dr. Urschel has 
held leadership positions at West-
chester Medical Center, Kaleida 
Health and Roswell Park Cancer 
Institute, among others. An aca-
demic leader and teacher, she has 
served as an associate professor, 
adjunct faculty member and clin-
ical speaker at leading schools of 
nursing.

“Columbia Memorial Health 
has evolved to become a compre-
hensive health care provider for 
Columbia and Greene Counties,” 
Urschel said. “And being a part 
of the Albany Med Health System 
provides unparalleled access to an 
expansive array of specialty care 
services. I’m very excited to be 
part of a caring and highly experi-
enced team of professionals.” 

Columbia Memorial 
Health announces  

new COO
Dorothy Urschel to join executive 

leadership team
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would like to invite you to their grand opening!
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Grand Opening

Thursday, November 14TH

9:30am-5:00pm

Janice Mahoney, new owner of 
Jan’s Country Cuts, in Greenville
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Shelva Jean Maynard
GREENVILLE―Shelva Jean 

Maynard, 82, formerly of Green-
ville was led by angels to peace 
on March 30, 2020. 

Born Shelva J. Lane on March 
7, 1938, in Endicott, to the late 
Delbert and Josephine Lane. 

Shelva was also predeceased 
by siblings, Arthur, William and 
Elizabeth Lane and daughter, 
Tammy Zacchio, of Cairo.  

She is survived by her children, 
daughter, Deborah Ann Morris, 
Chenango Forks, son, Barry Lane 
White and wife, Robin, Lynnville 
TN, daughter, Barbara Lynn 
Hogan and husband, Joseph, 
Greene;  sister, Beverly and hus-
band Clifford Wilcox, Zavalla TX;  
grandchildren,  Amanda Pratt, 
Jesse, Sarah, Adam and Clay 
Morris, Gaetano Zacchio Jr and 
wife Heather, Austin Zacchio and 
wife Lisa, Natasha and Nicole 
Zacchio, Chrissy (White) Arellano, 
Matthew White, Jessica (White) 

Fralick, Josie White, Elizabeth 
White, Kelsey, Brandi and Jenna 
Keathly; 16 great-grandchildren 
as well as several nieces and 
nephews. 

Shelva graduated from Greene 
Central School, attended nursing 
school and was employed by the 
Cadre Corporation and I.B.M. 
in Owego.  Later employed by 
the Conoco Corporation while in 
Texas, manager for Cumberland 
Farms while living in Greenville 
and Eckerds Pharmacy in Greene 
until her retirement. 

To honor her request, there will 
be no public services. A private 
graveside service for family will 
be held at a later date at the 
Riverhurst Cemetery, Endwell. 

Arrangements are under direc-
tion of Root Funeral Home, 23 
N. Chenango Street, Greene, NY 
13778 and condolences may be 
sent to the family at www.rootfh.
com.
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Egeziaca ‘Jessica’ Rufa

WESTERLO―Egeziaca “Jes-
sica” Rufa, 106, passed away 
peacefully on Monday, March 
9, 2020 at the Community Hos-
pice Inn at St. Peter’s Hospital. 

She was born in Frosinone, 
Italy on November 20, 1913 
to the late Peter and Dominica 
Perciballi. 

She was raised in Italy and 
in 1929, she married Vincent 
Rufa. 

She raised her family in 
Italy before the family moved 
to America in 1954. They all 
settled in the Bronx, where she 
worked as a seamstress. 

In 1988, she moved to West-
erlo, where she joined St. John 
the Baptist Church and became 
a member of the Rosary Soci-
ety. Jessica enjoyed cooking, 
crocheting, and gardening. In 
addition to her parents, she is 
predeceased by her children, 
Maria Rufa, Josephine Cestra, 
and Benny Rufa; and her sib-
lings, Peter Cerquiddi and Nena 
Perciballi.

Egeziaca is survived by her 

children, Ida Pironi and Peter 
Rufa, fifteen grandchildren, and 
several great and great-great 
grandchildren. 

Calling hours were Thursday 
March 12 at the A.J. Cunning-
ham Funeral Home, 4898 State 
Route 81, Greenville. A Funeral 
Mass was March 13 at St. John 
the Baptist Church, 4987 State 
Route 81, Greenville, followed 
by burial in Greenville Ceme-
tery. Condolences can be post-
ed at ajcunninghamfh.com.

Egeziaca ‘Jessica’ Rufa

The future of our country depends 
on the ability of journalists to 
provide the public with 
investigative journalism.

Help show your support for quality,
investigative journalism:

Donate to the International
Consortium of Investigative
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https://donate.icij.org/
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Trusted. Your News 
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THIS PUBLICATION 
SUPPORTS REAL 
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#SupportRealNews
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Thursday, November 14TH
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Dr. Dorothy Urschel

HUDSON – Columbia Memo-
rial Health last week announced 
the selection of Dorothy M. Ur-
schel as its new chief operating 
officer. 

Dr. Urschel is an experienced 
health care executive who has 
held senior clinical and admin-
istrative leadership posts in nu-
merous health care organizations, 
most recently at St. Peter’s Health 
Partners as vice president of oper-
ations and chief nursing officer at 
Albany Memorial Hospital, and 
vice president of Cardiac and Vas-
cular Services.

An accomplished clinician, 
administrator and academic, Ur-
schel is an acute care and family 
nurse practitioner. She also holds 
a master’s degree in business ad-
ministration. She replaces Karen 
Tassey, who retired after serving 
as CMH’s chief operating officer 
for the past seven years. 

“Dorothy Urschel is a dynam-
ic leader and highly experienced 
caregiver who has consistently 
demonstrated an ability to lead 
and succeed with a ‘patient first’ 
perspective,” said CMH Presi-
dent and CEO Jay P. Cahalan. 
“The complexities of health care 
system operations are numerous, 
but the imperative remains that 
all of our efforts are centered on 
delivering high-quality and com-
passionate care to our patients. 
Dorothy will be a key player in 
our commitment to that mission.”

In addition to her clinical and 

administrative leadership posts 
at St. Peter’s, Dr. Urschel has 
held leadership positions at West-
chester Medical Center, Kaleida 
Health and Roswell Park Cancer 
Institute, among others. An aca-
demic leader and teacher, she has 
served as an associate professor, 
adjunct faculty member and clin-
ical speaker at leading schools of 
nursing.

“Columbia Memorial Health 
has evolved to become a compre-
hensive health care provider for 
Columbia and Greene Counties,” 
Urschel said. “And being a part 
of the Albany Med Health System 
provides unparalleled access to an 
expansive array of specialty care 
services. I’m very excited to be 
part of a caring and highly experi-
enced team of professionals.” 

Columbia Memorial 
Health announces  

new COO
Dorothy Urschel to join executive 

leadership team
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2166 US RT 9W, Ravena  |  felicianobodyworks@gmail.com

We deal with all 
insurance companies, 

and offer free
on the spot estimates.

Collision Repairs 
& Custom Designs

“Beep Beep, It’s A Hit”

(518) 530-6209

From Delmar to Coxsackie   518-466-1397   Dan Houghtaling

• Spring & Fall Cleanups
• Lawn Care
• Mulch Install / Bed Edging
• Tree & Hedge Pruning

• Yard Work
• Compact Tractor Work
• Stump Grinding
• Gutter Cleaning

• Handyman Work
• Pressure & Soft Washing
• Painting Indoor & Outdoor

Insured and Professional

D.H. Landscaping 
& Home Services, LLC.
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GLASS        PLASTIC       CANS

2381 Rt. 9W, Ravena
Next to Family Dollar

WE ACCEPT ALL N.Y.STATE DEPOSITS
— Approaching 1 year in business July 9th, 2019 —

Drop Off Service
NO Waiting at Machines
We Count for You!
Want to Help with Raising Money — 
FUNDRAISERS
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We PAY the Extra Penny 
on All NY State Deposit 
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*Must place window order 
by October 30th, 2019! 

Invest in your 
home's energy 
efficiency this fall 
and save at GNH! 
For a limited time 
only, 2200 Series 
Smarter Windows
Double Hung 
Replacements are
ONLY $169.OO! 

Visit GNH to 
learn more.

Greenville · Windham · Latham
www.GNHlumber.com
0% financing to credit qualified

Invest in Energy Efficient Double 
Hung Windows This Fall and SAVE!

Open 7 days a week from 10am-5pm
(518) 731-6196  •  Cty Rt 26, Climax, NY  12042

Follow us
on Facebook(1/2 Mile on left off Rte. 81  —  Red Barns on Hill)

, LLC
Sweet Cider and Our Own Cider Donuts!
16 Varieties of Apples Still on the Stand!

Pies on the Weekends!
       Squash, Vegetables, 

Local Maple Syrup & Honey, 
Jams & Jellies.

ORDER YOUR
THANKSGIVING 

PIES
BY NOV. 24th

We Now Carry Local Grass Fed Beef!

On the 
stand:

Qualifi ed households may now 
apply for Home Energy Assistance 
Pro¬gram (HEAP) grants, a feder-
ally funded program that provides 
both reg¬ular and emergency fi -
nancial assistance to help pay heat-
ing and utility bills. 

The grants are available 
through local Department of So-
cial Services (DSS) offi ces and 
Offi ces for the Aging. Customers 
of Central Hudson Gas & Electric 
Corp. who receive a HEAP bene-
fi t toward their ac¬count will also 
be issued a monthly credit on their 
bill for a max¬imum of 12 months 
based on service type and amount 
of HEAP benefi t.

“We’re pleased to offer addi-
tional assistance to families who 
may be struggling and depend on 
HEAP benefi ts, and encourage all 
eligible households to apply,” said 
Anthony Campagiorni, Vice Pres-
ident of Customer Services and 
Regulatory Affairs.

Campagiorni explained that 
qualifi ed families using electric-
ity or natural gas as their primary 
heating source may receive a reg-
ular HEAP benefi t $350 or more, 
depending on family income and 
size guidelines, applied toward 
their Central Hudson account. 

“In addition to these grants, eli-
gible customers will also receive a 
credit on their utility bills that pro-
vide further assistance in lowering 
their energy costs,” said Campa-
giorni. 

The bill credit is based on the 
type of heating source and income 
level. 

He added that qualifi ed house-
holds receiving a HEAP benefi t for 
non-utility heating fuels such as 
oil, propane, wood/wood pellets, 
kero¬sene, coal or corn are also el-
igible for a monthly credit on their 
electric or non-heating gas bill. 

“We’re happy to provide bill 
discounts to customers who heat 
with these fuels, as well,” said 
Campagiorni. 

Customers should email their 
HEAP Notice of Decision Letter to 
Central Hudson at CareUnit@cen-
hud.com to be enrolled and receive 
the bill credit.

Regular HEAP grants for the 
fall and upcoming winter are avail-
able between now and Mar. 16, 
2020, or until funding is exhaust-
ed. Emergency HEAP grants will 
be available between Jan. 2 and 
Mar. 16, 2020. These benefi ts are 
designed to meet an eligible house-
hold’s immediate energy needs.

An additional benefi t, the 
Heating Equipment Repair or Re-
placement (HERR) program, is 
available to assist income quali-
fi ed homeowners in repairing or 
replacing their primary heating 
equipment when the systems are 
inoper¬able or unsafe. Appli-
cations for HERR are accepted 
through Sept. 30, 2020, or until the 
funding is ex¬hausted.

To apply for HEAP and HERR 
benefi ts, customers may contact 
their local DSS offi ce, call (800) 
342-3009, or visit www.mybene-
fi ts.ny.gov. In¬dividuals who are 
60 and older and do not receive 
Supplemental Nutrition Assistance 
Program (SNAP) benefi ts may 
contact their local Offi ce for the 
Aging to learn of the eligibil¬ity 
requirements by calling 800-342-
9871 or by visiting www.aging.
ny.gov.

For more information on 
HEAP eligibility requirements 
and benefi ts, visit www.Central-
Hudson.com/HEAP or http://otda.
ny.gov/programs/heap/program.
asp; and for more on all of Central 
Hudson’s assistance and billing 
programs, visit www.CentralHud-
son.com, and click on “My Ac-
count.” 

Home heating assistance 
grants now available

HUDSON — Medical and community leaders joined in Hudson 
recently to unveil state-of-the-art 3D breast biopsy technology that 
offi cials at Columbia Memorial Health say will signifi cantly improve 
the diagnosis, treatment and outcomes for breast cancer patients 
Greene and Columbia counties. 

The stereotactic 3D biopsy system, known as Affi rm, will pro-
vide more precise targeting of tissue abnormalities identifi ed through 
CMH’s 3D mammography capabilities, yielding earlier and more 
accurate detection of breast cancer. The technology was acquired 
through the generosity of community members who contributed to 
the Columbia Memorial Health Foundation.

“This life-saving 3D biopsy technology, paired with our 3D mam-
mography service, provides our patients with the most advanced diag-
nostic care available in locations that are comfortable, convenient and 
close to home,” said CMH President and CEO Jay P. Cahalan.

In addition to offering 3D mammography and 3D biopsy services, 
CMH has signifi cantly augmented its radiology and pathology exper-
tise through its affi liation with Albany Medical Center. The Albany 
Med and CMH radiology and pathology services are now fully inte-
grated, which means that mammograms, and all imaging and diagnos-
tic studies, are interpreted by the region’s leading experts.

 “Each year in the U.S. more than 268,000 women are diagnosed 
with breast cancer,” said Tariq Gill, M.D., chief of Radiology at CHM. 
“This technology, now available right here in our community, is a tre-
mendous step forward in our ability to detect and diagnose early stage 
breast cancer, signifi cantly improving the likelihood of successful 
treatment.” 

Columbia Memorial Health Foundation Vice Chair Anne Scho-
maker said: “This technology is truly a gift of life made possible 
through the tremendous generosity of our donors. We are grateful be-
yond words to our supporters who continue to rally around CMH to 
ensure its essential mission can continue and expand.”

CMH unveils 
3D biopsy technology

HANNACROIX — The Hannacroix Rural Cemetery, which is lo-
cated on Route 411 in Dormansville/Westerlo, is seeking donations for 
the 2020 mowing expense for the cemetery.  

Whether you have a loved one buried there or would just like to 
give a donation, it would be greatly appreciated, organizers said. They 
also thank all who have helped in the past. 

Organizers need your help to keep the cemetery maintained. Contri-
butions can be sent to: Hannacroix Rural Cemetery, C/O Linda Smith, 
Treasurer, 115 State Route 143, Westerlo, New York 12193.

Hannacroix Rural 
Cemetery seeks 2020 

mowing donations
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WE ACCEPT ALL N.Y.STATE DEPOSITS
— Approaching 1 year in business July 9th, 2019 —

Drop Off Service
NO Waiting at Machines
We Count for You!
Want to Help with Raising Money — 
FUNDRAISERS
Will Assist with Picking Up 
for Fundraisers

We PAY the Extra Penny 
on All NY State Deposit 

Cans/Bottles

The Greenville Pioneer • Friday, December 20, 2019                                                                                                           13  

GLASS        PLASTIC       CANS

2381 Rt. 9W, Ravena
Next to Family Dollar

WE ACCEPT ALL N.Y.STATE DEPOSITS
— Approaching 1 year in business July 9th, 2019 —

Drop Off Service
NO Waiting at Machines
We Count for You!
Want to Help with Raising Money — 
FUNDRAISERS
Will Assist with Picking Up 
for Fundraisers

We PAY the Extra Penny 
on All NY State Deposit 

Cans/Bottles

*Must place window order 
by October 30th, 2019! 
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We Now Carry Local Grass Fed Beef!

On the 
stand:

Qualifi ed households may now 
apply for Home Energy Assistance 
Pro¬gram (HEAP) grants, a feder-
ally funded program that provides 
both reg¬ular and emergency fi -
nancial assistance to help pay heat-
ing and utility bills. 

The grants are available 
through local Department of So-
cial Services (DSS) offi ces and 
Offi ces for the Aging. Customers 
of Central Hudson Gas & Electric 
Corp. who receive a HEAP bene-
fi t toward their ac¬count will also 
be issued a monthly credit on their 
bill for a max¬imum of 12 months 
based on service type and amount 
of HEAP benefi t.

“We’re pleased to offer addi-
tional assistance to families who 
may be struggling and depend on 
HEAP benefi ts, and encourage all 
eligible households to apply,” said 
Anthony Campagiorni, Vice Pres-
ident of Customer Services and 
Regulatory Affairs.

Campagiorni explained that 
qualifi ed families using electric-
ity or natural gas as their primary 
heating source may receive a reg-
ular HEAP benefi t $350 or more, 
depending on family income and 
size guidelines, applied toward 
their Central Hudson account. 

“In addition to these grants, eli-
gible customers will also receive a 
credit on their utility bills that pro-
vide further assistance in lowering 
their energy costs,” said Campa-
giorni. 

The bill credit is based on the 
type of heating source and income 
level. 

He added that qualifi ed house-
holds receiving a HEAP benefi t for 
non-utility heating fuels such as 
oil, propane, wood/wood pellets, 
kero¬sene, coal or corn are also el-
igible for a monthly credit on their 
electric or non-heating gas bill. 

“We’re happy to provide bill 
discounts to customers who heat 
with these fuels, as well,” said 
Campagiorni. 

Customers should email their 
HEAP Notice of Decision Letter to 
Central Hudson at CareUnit@cen-
hud.com to be enrolled and receive 
the bill credit.

Regular HEAP grants for the 
fall and upcoming winter are avail-
able between now and Mar. 16, 
2020, or until funding is exhaust-
ed. Emergency HEAP grants will 
be available between Jan. 2 and 
Mar. 16, 2020. These benefi ts are 
designed to meet an eligible house-
hold’s immediate energy needs.

An additional benefi t, the 
Heating Equipment Repair or Re-
placement (HERR) program, is 
available to assist income quali-
fi ed homeowners in repairing or 
replacing their primary heating 
equipment when the systems are 
inoper¬able or unsafe. Appli-
cations for HERR are accepted 
through Sept. 30, 2020, or until the 
funding is ex¬hausted.

To apply for HEAP and HERR 
benefi ts, customers may contact 
their local DSS offi ce, call (800) 
342-3009, or visit www.mybene-
fi ts.ny.gov. In¬dividuals who are 
60 and older and do not receive 
Supplemental Nutrition Assistance 
Program (SNAP) benefi ts may 
contact their local Offi ce for the 
Aging to learn of the eligibil¬ity 
requirements by calling 800-342-
9871 or by visiting www.aging.
ny.gov.

For more information on 
HEAP eligibility requirements 
and benefi ts, visit www.Central-
Hudson.com/HEAP or http://otda.
ny.gov/programs/heap/program.
asp; and for more on all of Central 
Hudson’s assistance and billing 
programs, visit www.CentralHud-
son.com, and click on “My Ac-
count.” 

Home heating assistance 
grants now available

HUDSON — Medical and community leaders joined in Hudson 
recently to unveil state-of-the-art 3D breast biopsy technology that 
offi cials at Columbia Memorial Health say will signifi cantly improve 
the diagnosis, treatment and outcomes for breast cancer patients 
Greene and Columbia counties. 

The stereotactic 3D biopsy system, known as Affi rm, will pro-
vide more precise targeting of tissue abnormalities identifi ed through 
CMH’s 3D mammography capabilities, yielding earlier and more 
accurate detection of breast cancer. The technology was acquired 
through the generosity of community members who contributed to 
the Columbia Memorial Health Foundation.

“This life-saving 3D biopsy technology, paired with our 3D mam-
mography service, provides our patients with the most advanced diag-
nostic care available in locations that are comfortable, convenient and 
close to home,” said CMH President and CEO Jay P. Cahalan.

In addition to offering 3D mammography and 3D biopsy services, 
CMH has signifi cantly augmented its radiology and pathology exper-
tise through its affi liation with Albany Medical Center. The Albany 
Med and CMH radiology and pathology services are now fully inte-
grated, which means that mammograms, and all imaging and diagnos-
tic studies, are interpreted by the region’s leading experts.

 “Each year in the U.S. more than 268,000 women are diagnosed 
with breast cancer,” said Tariq Gill, M.D., chief of Radiology at CHM. 
“This technology, now available right here in our community, is a tre-
mendous step forward in our ability to detect and diagnose early stage 
breast cancer, signifi cantly improving the likelihood of successful 
treatment.” 

Columbia Memorial Health Foundation Vice Chair Anne Scho-
maker said: “This technology is truly a gift of life made possible 
through the tremendous generosity of our donors. We are grateful be-
yond words to our supporters who continue to rally around CMH to 
ensure its essential mission can continue and expand.”

CMH unveils 
3D biopsy technology

HANNACROIX — The Hannacroix Rural Cemetery, which is lo-
cated on Route 411 in Dormansville/Westerlo, is seeking donations for 
the 2020 mowing expense for the cemetery.  

Whether you have a loved one buried there or would just like to 
give a donation, it would be greatly appreciated, organizers said. They 
also thank all who have helped in the past. 

Organizers need your help to keep the cemetery maintained. Contri-
butions can be sent to: Hannacroix Rural Cemetery, C/O Linda Smith, 
Treasurer, 115 State Route 143, Westerlo, New York 12193.

Hannacroix Rural 
Cemetery seeks 2020 

mowing donations
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Many people, both men and 
women, kept diaries in the past. 
I have a small collection of local 
diaries and would love to have 
more because they illustrate the 
daily lives people were leading 
and what and who was import-
ant to them. Most people started 
diary keeping on January 1 of 
a given year. While they may 
not have continued recording 
until the end of the year, the di-
aries usually tell what their au-
thors were doing on New Year’s 
Day. Since this edition of “The 
Greenville Pioneer” is coming 
out on January 1, I thought I 
would share with you how some 
people spent that day in the past. 
I don’t even know the names of 
all those who kept the diaries. 
Often, they didn’t put their 
names in the books. Perhaps you 
can guess who the authors might 
have been. If you do fi nd a clue, 
please let me know.

 Helen Tripp was one of the 
daughters of Alfred and Maria 
Utter Tripp. She was born Jan-
uary 26,1853, and she lived un-
til January 27, 1917. She lived 
in the brick house on the main 
street of Oak Hill with her fam-
ily. On January 1, 1874, she 
started a diary: 

Thursday, Weather very 
pleasant. I worked around the 
house until noon. In the after-
noon sewed on my dress. Did 
not go anywhere nor was there 
any one in here till evening. Mrs. 
Eliza Flower called. Received a 
letter from Libbie Russell.

Friday, January 2: Weather 
very pleasant, thawed all day. 
I sewed on my dress nearly all 
day. Aunt Mary Utter and Jim-
mie came down this evening to 
go to the donation. [I can imag-
ine what the donation was, but 
can anyone share more informa-
tion?] Aunt Mary invited us to 
go with her. The coal fi re went 
out last night. I had to make it 
up this morning. Aunt Mary had 
a very nice time; they cleared 
$104.

Saturday, January.3: Weath-
er very pleasant; thawed all day 
again today. I had to make the 
coal fi re again today. Father, 
Mother, Hattie and Carrie [her 
two youngest sisters] went over 
to Uncle Briggs today. [Uncle 
Briggs was a Tripp and lived in 
Medusa or Westerlo]. I fi nished 
my dress, all but the buttons and 
pockets.

Sunday, January 4:  Weather 
very nice and pleasant. Went to 
Durham to church this morn-
ing. Did not get back in time 
for Sunday School. Did not go 
to church this afternoon. [The 
Tripps lived next to the Oak Hill 
Methodist Church and were al-
ways very involved there.]  Or-
ville preached. I wrote a letter 
to Libbie Russell this evening. 
Did not go to church. [It sounds 
like there were opportunities to 
spend the whole day and eve-
ning at church.]

Chauncey B Day from Al-
cove recorded on January 
1,1887: Thurs. Went to Al-
cove—got 3 gal. kerosene.

The diary of another anon-
ymous person recorded: Jan 1, 
1888 Rained all day. Hugh here 
in evening. 

A. M. Cowles recorded in 
his diary: January 1, 1898: The 
snow that fell yesterday has 
been piled in heaps last night 
and the wind is still blowing. 
I could not get home last night 
for the snow was drifted.  Mr. 
Whitehead and myself played 5 
games of dominoes this morn-
ing.  In the evening played with 
Mr. Mackey. Mr. Cook and 
brother drove them to the house 
to break out the roads.

Jan. 1, 1918:  A diary from 
the Wade family recorded: Mary 
is with us. We stay in all day. 
Big Fire in Catskill 2:20 a.m.

Mrs. Mary D. Mattice from 
Catskill wrote: Wednesday, Jan 
1,1919: We stayed home. Made 
head cheese and hockeye [a pig 
product].

For years many Oak Hill and 
Vicinity families have gone to 
Florida in the winter; the Tripps, 
the Fords, and the Wades all had 
houses in the Bradenton area. 
For these folks, the New Year 
was a time to go south. A series 
of diaries written by the Wade 
family give an idea of what the 
New York folks did in Florida:

Gainesville Fla Jan 1, 1925. 

Mr. and Mrs. Bates, Nelson and 
I ate our New Year’s dinner to-
gether outside our tents plac-
ing our tables together. (Menu:  
fricasseed chicken, sweet and 
white potatoes, cucumber pick-
les, chili sauce, creamed onions, 
green peas, sweet corn, celery, 
cranberries sauce.  Coffee Lem-
on pies.) The men washed the 
dishes for us. Mrs. Bates and 
I called on Mrs. Harder from 
Hudson on this camp.

Jan 1, 1928: Spend the day a 
home. Bates are away the week 
end. Mr. and Mrs. Lasher called 
this afternoon. We spend our 
spare time writing letters. Nel-
son goes to church.

Deland Fla:  Jan 1, 1930 A 
very lovely day. Need no fi re. 
Wash this am; take a nap this af-
ternoon. And go with the Lash-
ers to see the Glorifi ed Ameri-
can Girl.

1934:  Deland, Fla. We go out 
for dinner and go to the movies 
in afternoon. Mr. and Mrs. Kipp 
from Orange City call in the 
evening. Tooldie seems some 
better today. 80 in the shade.

Jan 1, 1935: A lovely day. 
We call on Mr. and Mrs. Vincent 
and the Hacks. Have our din-
ner at home. Spend our evening 
with Mr. and Mrs. Luke

Jan 2.  Three callers. Nice 
day. Our anniversary. Hacks for 
the evening.

Jan. 1, 1938: A lovely day. 

Had dinner at home. Junior with 
us. There was a dinner at the CC 
[country club?] Building for the 
Tourists but we did not go. The 
holidays passed off very pleas-
antly. Thunder showers later 
evening.

Jan 1, 1939:  callers this af-
ternoon.

Jan 2 this is our 56th wedding 
anniversary. Quite a change be-
tween then and now

Jan 1, 1940:  Mr. and Mrs. 
Palmer, Mrs. Lasher, Nelson 
and I had our dinner at the Tour-
ist Club Rooms. A very nice 
turkey dinner gotten on purpose 
for the club about 230 were 
there.  Price 80 cents. The busi-
ness meeting at 7:00, then an 
entertainment and refreshments 
and card playing. Mr. and Mrs. 
Howards came this afternoon. 

You can see the New York 
folks had a wide circle of 
friends, lots of activities, and 
warm weather. Some of them 
stayed a few months and then 
returned north. Others made 
Florida their permanent home. 

Another diary which has 
no name identifying its owner, 
written in an O-K Seal Theme 
Tablet is one of my favorites. It 
is titled “My Diary for 1936.”

Wed. Jan 1 --1936:  Geils, 
John and I were to Flossies & 
Harris. A beautiful day. Came 
back and stopped at Golda’s, 
they were sawing ice.

Thurs. Jan 2. John went on 
the road I did chores, washed, 
another lovely day starting to 
rain at night. Reggie Fowler 
broke his leg at Newells.

Friday, Jan 3. Johns home, it 
rained all day. John went with 
Floyd Nickerson after hay.  I 
went to Helens.

Saturday Jan 4:  Lovely 
day just like spring. Helen and 
I went to Middleburg got our 
money from Clarence, came 
back by way of Potter Hollow. 
Stopped at Ethel Bates got home 
about 4 oclock had a hay ride 
through the woods.

Sunday Jan 5: Just a perfect 
day Very icy rained last night.  
John walked to Elmers. Geil, 
K.O. and Cecile was down after 
milk.

Mary Wade, wife of Leslie 
Wade, lived in the Green Re-
vival house in Oak Hill. She 
became the Durham Town Clerk 
January 1, 1946 and record-
ed in her diary: We have Town 
Clerk’s offi ce and had the safe 
etc. moved to our house.  Wrote 
a few licenses.  Stayed home for 
New Year’s Day.

Jan. 2:  got desk ready for 
Town Papers, etc.  Had to get 
new battery for car. Pop [Leslie] 
got all the Town Clerk material 
in order for me. Not much busi-
ness yet. 

Brooks Atkinson, the dra-

ma critic for the “New York 
Times,” and Pulitzer Prize-win-
ning author who had a house in 
Durham on the Susquehanna 
Turnpike for many years, pub-
lished a book in 1951 called 
“Once Around the Sun.” It is 
presented in diary form in that 
there is an essay for every day 
of the year. 

Some essays describe local 
residents, but today I want to 
share his philosophical com-
ments on January 1, 1951. He 
was in New York City that day. 
His musings seem relevant for 
today: “New Year’s Day. The 
new year comes in with a sting. 
New York is alarmed. Rain fall-
ing at a freezing temperature 
has covered the sidewalks with 
a hard glaze. Speaking over the 
city radio the mayor personally 
warns motorists to keep off the 
icy streets. The Weather Bu-
reau forecasts a heavy snow-
storm tonight. At the moment, 
the year looks bright…. we are 
warm and we begin the new 
year triumphantly. The worst 
can happen; occasionally it 
does. Not many of us in Ameri-
ca are prepared for it, for we do 
not believe it in our bones. We 
cheerfully assume that in some 
mystic way love conquers all, 
the good outweighs evil in the 
just balances of the universe and 
that at the eleventh hour some-
thing gloriously triumphant 
will prevent the worst before 
it happens. In the austere light 
of the world’s experience our 
optimism is naïve. When wars 
and depressions strike us down, 
we are shocked, incredulous, 
and unprepared. But cautious 
calculations bore us; they have 
such a dismal appearance and 
sound. To Americans optimism 
is a more congenial attitude. It 
may be even more than that: it 
may be creative. For all that I 
know at the moment, ‘Happy 
New Year’ may be nothing less 
than prophecy as the world be-
gins one more journey around 
the sun.”

Columnist Mary Lou Nahas 
is the Town of Durham Histori-
an. She lives in Oak Hill, thus 
the name of her column. 

Greenville Auto & Truck Parts 
4979 Route 81, Greenville · 518-966-5344 

Mon-Fri 7:30-6 · Sat 8-5 · Sun 9-2 

OVERBAUGH
DUMPSTERS 

15-Yard Dumpsters Available 
Mark Overbaugh - Greenville 

518-947-9981

Spring Cleaning?? 
Want to Get Rid of Old Metal? 
All Metals Picked up FREE!! 

All appliances - Air Conditioners 
Outdoor Grills - Metal Swimming Pools 

Call Today! 
John at 518-756-3056 

Many people kept diaries in the past

The front of the “Once Around the Sun” dust jacket is typical of illustration in 1951 
when it was published. The book sold for $4.

The dress Helen Tripp wrote about in her diary would likely have been similar to those worn by the Tripp ladies in this picture. 
They prided themselves on their fashionable attire, made mostly at home. At that period of time, the local stores sold yard 
good and notions. Some ladies in town had a dressmaker come to stay for a week or so to make their new gowns.

The Tripps had a house in Bradenton, where the whole family visited.  I U was in 
fact living there when he died, but his body was returned to Oak Hill for burial in 
the Oak Hill Cemetery. They were members of the Bradenton Country Club.

Mary Wade of Oak Hill was one of the many area people who went to Florida each 
winter. Some visited; others retired there. Most people drove from the Catskills to 
Florida, and there are numerous accounts of their trips which took several days 
and possibly car repairs along the way. 

CONTRIBUTED PHOTOS
The back of the dustjacket of Brooks Atkinson’s book pictures him and tells about 
his many achievements.

Oak Hill Day on the way

By Mary Lou Nahas
For Capital Region Independent Media

Plans are coming together for 
the annual Oak Hill Day, this year 
on Saturday, July 31. The day is 
intended to celebrate the spirit 
of the community, both past and 
present. 

Karen Patterson, president of 
the Oak Hill Preservation Associ-
ation (OHPA), which originated 
and sponsors the day to support 
the community and help preserve 
the rich history of the hamlet, is 
chairing the event this year. 

The number of people who 
come each year speaks to the 
spirit of the day and to the ham-
let. The event typically starts at 9 
a.m. with lawn sales around town, 
and ends with ice cream and mu-
sic on the lawn of the Oak Hill 
Methodist church at 4:30 p.m. 

Much of the activity is the 
yard sales along Route 81 and on 
side roads. There has never been 
a real map because people often 
wait until the last minute to de-
cide to have a sale and because no 
one has wanted to be in charge of 
making a map, a job which takes 
a lot of work. Sales are noted with 
signs provided by OHPA.

This year OHPA has pur-
chased new signs, but if anyone 
still has an old one (people fre-
quently keep their sign from year 
to year — it is easier than re-
turning, storing and handing out 
again), they can defi nitely use it. 
The new signs can be picked up at 
the post offi ce, town building and 
I U Tripp store closer to July 31. 

There is an Oak Hill Day 
Facebook page that will adver-
tise locations of sales off Route 
81. The Oak Hill and Vicinity 
Facebook page will also advertise 
the location of sales if we know 
them.  You can ask questions or 
report plans on both sites. Any-
one planning something please 
do contact OHPA; it is very awk-
ward when two events are offered 
at the same time. That has caused 
issues in the past.

If you are coming from the di-
rection of Greenville, the fi rst sale 
you will notice is Mert and Kathy 
Hulbert’s group sale — not to be 
missed. They have parking, do-
nuts, great people to talk to, great 
stuff to buy.

There will also be several 
booths with local artisans offer-
ing soap, wreaths, art, skin care 
products, all locally made. There 

will be a booth for Animal Kind, 
which has been generous in help-
ing fi nd homes for homeless cats 
in town. You can stop by and get 
information and also leave dona-
tions such as sheets, towels and 
food, which the shelter can use.  

Food will be available at St. 
Paul’s Lutheran Church (des-
serts), the Oak Hill Methodist 
Church, and the Yellow Deli will 
be open; they report it is one of 
their busiest days of the year. 
Mert and Kathy’s sale usually has 
delicious donuts. Earthworm has 
wonderful organic picnic food. 
Diane Dratz always organizes 
the ice cream social with free ice 
cream provided by Stewart’s.

An exciting addition this year 
is pizza at the Oak Hill Method-
ist Church, provided by Michael, 
Max and Melanie Wesslock.  

As Melanie explains: “After 
hosting successful pizza fund-
raisers for our church, out of our 
home pizza oven, we’re excited 
to take the pizza on the road! For 
Oak Hill Day, we’re bringing our 
wood-fi red, farm to table, pizza, 
to the Durham Oak Hill UMC! 
Look for the “Pizza Box”: it’s a 
converted, vintage horse trailer, 
with made-from-scratch pizzas. 
We’ve built a wood-fi red oven 
on our property, and Michael’s 
pizzas have gotten quite a follow-
ing here! Our last fundraiser, we 
‘sold’ 60+ pizzas to the amazing 
community who came out in sup-
port of our historic little church! 
We’re hoping to double that on 
Oak Hill Day with our new mo-
bile biz, with 100% of the profi ts 
going to the church. It’s a project 
made of great food and communi-
ty fellowship. We look forward to 
seeing everyone on July 31!”

At 10:30 a.m., after the early 
morning yard sale rush has ta-
pered off, the marker designating 
the Oak Hill Historic District will 
be dedicated. The marker was in-
stalled by the town just before the 

quarantine and while we planned 
a dedication ceremony, it never 
happened, so July 31 will be the 
day. 

There will be historic pro-
grams at both churches. While 
the topics are still in the planning 
stage, we are thinking about hav-
ing a return of the very popular 
“Growing Up in Oak Hill,” when 
longtime residents share their ex-
periences. There also will be a 
program on the “Early Post Cards 
of Oak Hill.” If anyone would 
like to give another program or 
even just suggest one, please con-
tact me or Karen Patterson.  

There will be a booth at the 
Oak Hill Church where mem-
bers of the Greene County House 
Committee can explain how to 
list your house on their register. 
And OHPA will have a booth ex-
plaining what work they do and 
how you can get involved in his-
toric preservation and restoration.

Historic buildings that will 
be open that day include Ford’s 
store, a carriage house, 1830s law 
offi ce, I U Tripp general store, 
Oak Hill Methodist Church, St. 
Paul’s Episcopal Church, Yellow 
Deli in Lyman Tremain Opera 
House and Lodge Hall.

Four new shops are open in 
town this year — Mattice, Earth-
worm, USED and Pidgin. 

Mattice is a boutique depart-
ment store featuring the worlds’ 
top and oldest brands for wom-
en, men and children; bed, bath, 
tabletop, apothecary, desk and 
specialty food as well as an engi-
neered knitwear-driven collection 
of original and renovated apparel. 
It is housed in the Mattice Law 
Offi ce next to the DeWitt Farm-
house.

Earthworm offers picnic, pro-
duce, prepared food.  Located in 
the carriage house that housed 
Hort and Pott, they opened May 
28 and are open Friday, Saturday 
and Sunday from 10 a.m. to 5 

p.m. Sierra Lash and Scott Ver-
non welcome visitors to picnic in 
their garden.

USED is a popup shop operat-
ed near Earthworm.

Pidgin, housed in the Ford’s 
Store building, is operated by po-
et-collector Kostas Anagnopou-
los.  Pidgin is best described as an 
antique shop with select contem-
porary merchandise from brands 
and designers that Kostas loves. It 
is a uniquely individualistic shop, 
hard to describe and yet funda-
mentally authentic. A place where 
one can spend hours perusing dis-
tinctive one-of-a-kind objects or 
stock up on core essentials of the 
perfect country weekend.

You can see there is lots to of-
fer at Oak Hill Day.  

Karen says, if you would like 
to participate, don’t wait to be 
asked; please say so but please 
say so as soon as possible. OHPA 
wants to include everyone who 
wants to participate and to have it 
run smoothly.

Oak Hill Day originated as 
Garage Sale Day to support St. 
Paul’s annual rummage sale.  
Karla Tyson was a strong force 
in organizing that sale and in sup-
porting the town and OHPA. Sad-
ly, Karla passed away this year. 
We all miss her love and care. 

On Aug. 1 at 2 p.m. there will 
be a Service of Remembrance and 
Celebration of Life for Karla Ty-
son and also Vivian von Schenck 
Muth, Robert Lord and Fred 
Pfrommer at St. Paul’s Episcopal 
Church.  Everyone is invited.

Columnist Mary Lou Nahas 
is the Town of Durham Histori-
an. She lives in Oak Hill, thus the 
name of her column. 

CONTRIBUTED PHOTOS
The historic marker will be dedicated at 10:30 a.m.

Yard sales, which start the day about 9 a.m., are something of a frenzy of shoppers 
looking for bargains.

The event started as a way to support St Paul’s Church, one of the town’s two historic 
churches listed on the National Register of Historic Places. A memorial service for 
Karla Tyson and others will be held Monday.

Greene County has been select-
ed as the winner of the 2021 New 
York Association of Counties Pio-
neer Award.

The Greene County Legislature 
continuously strives to keep county 
employees safe, while keeping costs 
down, according to county offi cials. 

As a member of the New York State 
Association of Counties (NYSAC), 
Greene County utilizes a specifi c 
solution that maximizes safety and 
wellness practices through ongoing 
monitoring and training, therefore 
minimizing incidents that may re-
sult in costly workers’ compensa-

tion claims.
The Public Employee Risk 

Management Association (PER-
MA) provides municipal employ-
ers across New York state with the 
best possible workers’ compensa-
tion coverage and risk management 
services for the most reasonable 

cost. It is a non-profi t organization 
specializing in services for local 
governments and the largest self-in-
sured provider of worker’s com-
pensation for public entities in New 
York state.

In support of county safety and 
wellness initiatives, PERMA and 
NYSAC developed their annual Pi-
oneer Award that honors members 
who address challenges and pro-
duce a positive impact on the safety 
and health of their employees.

PERMA and NYSAC, after 
evaluating their entire membership 
in the areas of program participa-
tion, fi nancial analysis and ongoing 
adherence to safety and wellness 
protocols, has selected Greene 
County as the recipient of their 
2021 Pioneer Award for exceeding 
these metrics over the past year.

As part of the county’s safety 
and risk management program, 
Greene County designated a PER-
MA Certifi ed Safety Coordinator 
(CSC) to work closely with every 
department in the county, conduct-
ing regular inspections of all prop-
erties and facilities, and to make 
sure everything is up to code and 
maintained properly.

The CSC has created a system 

to ensure the county is constantly 
keeping its facilities safe, as well as 
being mindful of possible dangers 
to its employees.

Greene County also partners 
with PERMA to minimize acci-
dents, participating in quarterly 
meetings, thoroughly reviewing 
cases, determining causes and im-
plementing preventative measures 
going forward.

Using PERMA’s extensive 
training library and online resourc-
es for ongoing employee training, 
Greene County uses every tool at 
its disposal to increase safety and 
reduce injuries.

“At the end of the day, it’s real-
ly about making sure our employ-
ees are healthy, strong and well,” 
County Administrator Shaun Gro-
den said.

This mindset motivated the 
county to create its “Well-Incen-
tive” program, which rewards em-
ployees with gift cards for getting 
regular medical check-ups.

“For Greene County, safety 
and wellness are about more than 
preventing injuries,” Groden said.. 
“It’s about letting people know they 
are valued and cared for.”

Greene County wins 2021 NYSAC Pioneer Award

MAKE A CHANGE, EARN WHAT YOU’RE WORTH TODAY!
NYVT Media, the largest media outlet in Washington  

County is in search of a Sales Professional!  
Experience preferred in Print & Digital Sales.  

Be in charge of renewing and prospecting new customers in our 
VT territory. Must be a team player & self-motivated.  Position 

requires remote work and in-field sales calls. 
Access to the internet & a personal computer are necessary.
Future potential for Full Time position and expanded territory.

APPLY AT: www.NYVTmedia.com/job-opportunities
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GLASS        PLASTIC       CANS

2381 Rt. 9W, Ravena
Next to Family Dollar

WE ACCEPT ALL N.Y.STATE DEPOSITS
— Approaching 1 year in business July 9th, 2019 —

Drop Off Service
NO Waiting at Machines
We Count for You!
Want to Help with Raising Money — 
FUNDRAISERS
Will Assist with Picking Up 
for Fundraisers

We PAY the Extra Penny 
on All NY State Deposit 

Cans/Bottles

The Greenville Pioneer • Friday, December 20, 2019                                                                                                           13  

GLASS        PLASTIC       CANS

2381 Rt. 9W, Ravena
Next to Family Dollar

WE ACCEPT ALL N.Y.STATE DEPOSITS
— Approaching 1 year in business July 9th, 2019 —

Drop Off Service
NO Waiting at Machines
We Count for You!
Want to Help with Raising Money — 
FUNDRAISERS
Will Assist with Picking Up 
for Fundraisers

We PAY the Extra Penny 
on All NY State Deposit 

Cans/Bottles

*Must place window order 
by October 30th, 2019! 

Invest in your 
home's energy 
efficiency this fall 
and save at GNH! 
For a limited time 
only, 2200 Series 
Smarter Windows
Double Hung 
Replacements are
ONLY $169.OO! 

Visit GNH to 
learn more.

Greenville · Windham · Latham
www.GNHlumber.com
0% financing to credit qualified

Invest in Energy Efficient Double 
Hung Windows This Fall and SAVE!

Open 7 days a week from 10am-5pm
(518) 731-6196  •  Cty Rt 26, Climax, NY  12042

Follow us
on Facebook(1/2 Mile on left off Rte. 81  —  Red Barns on Hill)

, LLC
Sweet Cider and Our Own Cider Donuts!
16 Varieties of Apples Still on the Stand!

Pies on the Weekends!
       Squash, Vegetables, 

Local Maple Syrup & Honey, 
Jams & Jellies.

ORDER YOUR
THANKSGIVING 

PIES
BY NOV. 24th

We Now Carry Local Grass Fed Beef!

On the 
stand:

Qualifi ed households may now 
apply for Home Energy Assistance 
Pro¬gram (HEAP) grants, a feder-
ally funded program that provides 
both reg¬ular and emergency fi -
nancial assistance to help pay heat-
ing and utility bills. 

The grants are available 
through local Department of So-
cial Services (DSS) offi ces and 
Offi ces for the Aging. Customers 
of Central Hudson Gas & Electric 
Corp. who receive a HEAP bene-
fi t toward their ac¬count will also 
be issued a monthly credit on their 
bill for a max¬imum of 12 months 
based on service type and amount 
of HEAP benefi t.

“We’re pleased to offer addi-
tional assistance to families who 
may be struggling and depend on 
HEAP benefi ts, and encourage all 
eligible households to apply,” said 
Anthony Campagiorni, Vice Pres-
ident of Customer Services and 
Regulatory Affairs.

Campagiorni explained that 
qualifi ed families using electric-
ity or natural gas as their primary 
heating source may receive a reg-
ular HEAP benefi t $350 or more, 
depending on family income and 
size guidelines, applied toward 
their Central Hudson account. 

“In addition to these grants, eli-
gible customers will also receive a 
credit on their utility bills that pro-
vide further assistance in lowering 
their energy costs,” said Campa-
giorni. 

The bill credit is based on the 
type of heating source and income 
level. 

He added that qualifi ed house-
holds receiving a HEAP benefi t for 
non-utility heating fuels such as 
oil, propane, wood/wood pellets, 
kero¬sene, coal or corn are also el-
igible for a monthly credit on their 
electric or non-heating gas bill. 

“We’re happy to provide bill 
discounts to customers who heat 
with these fuels, as well,” said 
Campagiorni. 

Customers should email their 
HEAP Notice of Decision Letter to 
Central Hudson at CareUnit@cen-
hud.com to be enrolled and receive 
the bill credit.

Regular HEAP grants for the 
fall and upcoming winter are avail-
able between now and Mar. 16, 
2020, or until funding is exhaust-
ed. Emergency HEAP grants will 
be available between Jan. 2 and 
Mar. 16, 2020. These benefi ts are 
designed to meet an eligible house-
hold’s immediate energy needs.

An additional benefi t, the 
Heating Equipment Repair or Re-
placement (HERR) program, is 
available to assist income quali-
fi ed homeowners in repairing or 
replacing their primary heating 
equipment when the systems are 
inoper¬able or unsafe. Appli-
cations for HERR are accepted 
through Sept. 30, 2020, or until the 
funding is ex¬hausted.

To apply for HEAP and HERR 
benefi ts, customers may contact 
their local DSS offi ce, call (800) 
342-3009, or visit www.mybene-
fi ts.ny.gov. In¬dividuals who are 
60 and older and do not receive 
Supplemental Nutrition Assistance 
Program (SNAP) benefi ts may 
contact their local Offi ce for the 
Aging to learn of the eligibil¬ity 
requirements by calling 800-342-
9871 or by visiting www.aging.
ny.gov.

For more information on 
HEAP eligibility requirements 
and benefi ts, visit www.Central-
Hudson.com/HEAP or http://otda.
ny.gov/programs/heap/program.
asp; and for more on all of Central 
Hudson’s assistance and billing 
programs, visit www.CentralHud-
son.com, and click on “My Ac-
count.” 

Home heating assistance 
grants now available

HUDSON — Medical and community leaders joined in Hudson 
recently to unveil state-of-the-art 3D breast biopsy technology that 
offi cials at Columbia Memorial Health say will signifi cantly improve 
the diagnosis, treatment and outcomes for breast cancer patients 
Greene and Columbia counties. 

The stereotactic 3D biopsy system, known as Affi rm, will pro-
vide more precise targeting of tissue abnormalities identifi ed through 
CMH’s 3D mammography capabilities, yielding earlier and more 
accurate detection of breast cancer. The technology was acquired 
through the generosity of community members who contributed to 
the Columbia Memorial Health Foundation.

“This life-saving 3D biopsy technology, paired with our 3D mam-
mography service, provides our patients with the most advanced diag-
nostic care available in locations that are comfortable, convenient and 
close to home,” said CMH President and CEO Jay P. Cahalan.

In addition to offering 3D mammography and 3D biopsy services, 
CMH has signifi cantly augmented its radiology and pathology exper-
tise through its affi liation with Albany Medical Center. The Albany 
Med and CMH radiology and pathology services are now fully inte-
grated, which means that mammograms, and all imaging and diagnos-
tic studies, are interpreted by the region’s leading experts.

 “Each year in the U.S. more than 268,000 women are diagnosed 
with breast cancer,” said Tariq Gill, M.D., chief of Radiology at CHM. 
“This technology, now available right here in our community, is a tre-
mendous step forward in our ability to detect and diagnose early stage 
breast cancer, signifi cantly improving the likelihood of successful 
treatment.” 

Columbia Memorial Health Foundation Vice Chair Anne Scho-
maker said: “This technology is truly a gift of life made possible 
through the tremendous generosity of our donors. We are grateful be-
yond words to our supporters who continue to rally around CMH to 
ensure its essential mission can continue and expand.”

CMH unveils 
3D biopsy technology

HANNACROIX — The Hannacroix Rural Cemetery, which is lo-
cated on Route 411 in Dormansville/Westerlo, is seeking donations for 
the 2020 mowing expense for the cemetery.  

Whether you have a loved one buried there or would just like to 
give a donation, it would be greatly appreciated, organizers said. They 
also thank all who have helped in the past. 

Organizers need your help to keep the cemetery maintained. Contri-
butions can be sent to: Hannacroix Rural Cemetery, C/O Linda Smith, 
Treasurer, 115 State Route 143, Westerlo, New York 12193.

Hannacroix Rural 
Cemetery seeks 2020 

mowing donations

 I wanted to thank everyone within the Ravena / Coeymans / 
Selkirk communities for their continued support over the last 
year. It has been difficult at times but we have managed to get 
through it and provide a helpful community service. We are back 
to regular business hours Mon - Fri 10am - 5pm / Sat 10am - 3pm 
/ Closed on Sundays
 Currently, with the volume of bottles and cans we are only 
taking drop offs - bring in your empties, place them in a designated 
area, we take your name and then give you the earliest time 
frame to come back or any time thereafter to collect your money.
Since opening in July 2018, we have helped raise approximately 
$52,500, which is almost 924,000 bottles/cans for 50 different 
organizations which anyone can donate to.
 We look forward to servicing the community in the future. 
If you have any questions regarding operation, donations or 
fundraisers please reach out....

Shane DeCrescenzo

Just Makes Cents
Bottle & Can Redemption Center

518-577-3084
Justmakescents6@gmail.com

Janine’s Janine’s 
Floral CreationsFloral Creations

2447 Rte 9 W • 518.756.3767 • Ravena, NY  12143

We are your one stop shop for amazing 

Floral Arrangments & GiftsFloral Arrangments & Gifts  
for that special someone in your life!

• Large Inventory of Fresh Flowers
• Plants
• European/Dish Gardens
• Silk Arrangements
• Dried Floral Arrangements
• Extensive Gift Line
• Gourmet and Fruit Baskets
• Gift Baskets

• Greeting Cards
• Candles
• Primitive Gifts
• Large Selection of Gifts,  
 Cards, and Stuffed Animals

We also Deliver Locally
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ness, skepticism. A whole new 
playbook was written in August, 
setting the stage for a traditional 
year to be turned on its head,” Ward 
said.

Students and faculty adapted 
to a hybrid in-person and remote 
learning schedule, virtual lessons, 
shortened sports seasons, canceled 
concerts and the school play, and 
social distancing, among other 
changes.

“These are the graduates who 
will be remembered as having spent 
their senior year having Google 
Meets and electronic assignments,” 
Ward said. “They are students who 
rose to the occasion when met with 
a situation that was disappointing, 
to say the least. They are the Class 
of 2021, and they truly are Spartan 
Strong.”

The Greenville mascot and 
team name is the Spartans.

Salutatorian Benjamin Gorneau 
gave an emotional address and 
thanked teachers, staff, family and 
his fellow students for taking the 
journey through school with him.

“Refl ecting on the past 13 years 
is very diffi cult,” Gorneau said. “I 
know we have all made our own 
memories, yet we have been on this 
ride together.”

Valedictorian Emily Duncan 
noted that students have become 
comfortable with familiar faces and 
places.

“But this is exactly why it is 
time for us to leave,” Duncan said 
of graduation from high school. 
“We have all grown tremendously 
in the last four years, but we have 
reached a point where there is no 
more growth for us here and so we 
will move on.”

Even as they face the unfamil-
iar, students can be in control of 
their own lives, she added.

“I encourage you to fi nd so-
lace not in familiarity, but rather in 
knowing that in any situation you 
face, you can use curiosity and op-
timism to choose what you get out 
of your experiences. In this way, 
you are in control of your own nar-
rative,” Duncan said.

The commencement’s guest 
speaker was Stephen Siebrecht, 
who teaches Advanced Placement 
European History and coaches 
track and fi eld. He spoke of the les-
sons learned during the coronavirus 
pandemic.

“One of the things I learned in 
the past year and a half is the abili-
ty of humans to adapt, survive and 
even thrive under the most diffi cult 
of circumstances,” Siebrecht said.

Students, teachers and parents 
adapted to the changing environ-
ment as the school made its way 
through an academic year punctuat-
ed by the pandemic, he said. Sports 
returned to the campus but with 
new protocols and health practices, 
and with cooperation from every-
one involved, teams were able to 
compete.

“In academic settings, despite 
the challenges presented by remote 
learning, many of our staff and 
students adapted to new daily rou-
tines and found new creative ways 
to demonstrate their learning,” he 
added.

But there were lessons that 
came with the pandemic, such as 
getting better at using technology, 
taking the time for self-refl ection 
and learning to appreciate time 
spent with loved ones, even in the 
face of isolation, Siebrecht said.

“Perhaps the most important 
lesson of this pandemic for all of us 
is to avoid taking things for grant-
ed,” he said.

2021, from page 1

in Pennsylvania, and the U.S. Coast 
Guard Museum in New London, 
Connecticut, to name just a few. He 
has exhibited at the Smithsonian 
Institute in Washington, D.C. and 
the famous Salmagundi Club in 
New York City. In addition, his art 
has won numerous awards.

About 50 years ago, Maltzman 
left his career in New York City 
behind to move to Freehold, where 
he and Rachael built a home on a 
piece of property that was part of 
the resort the Canti family owned. 

“It was his choice to leave a 
successful career in the commer-
cial arts to live a humble life in the 
Catskills doing what he loved to do 
every day,” said daughter Susan M. 
Story of Rensselaerville. 

LOVE OF NATURE
Greene County is the perfect 

place for this nature-lover artist. 
Maltzman is known for his love 
of nature, which developed early 
in his life when he took trips to the 
country with his family and spent 
numerous summers at Boy Scout 
camp. 

One of his former students, 
Jennifer Alberti Atwood of Dra-
cut, Massachusetts, remembered a 
story of when someone had seen 
Maltzman out painting or drawing 
on a Sunday afternoon and they 
had questioned his absence from 
church earlier that day. 

“He said, ‘I’ve been in church 
all day,’ because nature is his sanc-
tuary,” Atwood said. 

He would often work en plein 
air, drawing and painting out in the 
open as he immersed himself in the 
nature he loved so much. 

“My father is a generous person 
with a great respect for nature,” 
Story said. “He has devoted his life 
to preserving and describing nature 
through his work.”

ARTIST AS AUTHOR 
AND TEACHER

Maltzman not only devoted his 
life to nature, he has also dedicated 

it to teaching others. 
He authored two books, “Draw-

ing Nature” and “Drawing Trees 
Step by Step.” It was the latter that 
South Westerlo artist Tammy Liu-
Haller stumbled upon when she re-
turned to drawing after a time away 
from it. 

“I thumbed through the front 
and back, and I realized when I 
read the forward that he lived in my 
own town,” Liu-Haller said. 

While Maltzman has an im-
pressive list of exhibitions, awards, 
publications and commissions, an 
equally important and enduring 
part of his legacy is as a teacher. 
After discovering his book, Liu-
Haller found that Maltzman offered 
classes at the library, so she studied 
with him. 

“He’s such an accomplished 
artist, but you wouldn’t know it 
talking to him because he’s so ap-
proachable,” she said. “To be able 
to sit there and witness him start a 
piece from scratch — it was amaz-
ing. 

Atwood was just 8 or 9 years 
old when she met Maltzman. He 
was her teacher for watercolor and 
drawing classes at the Cairo Public 
Library. 

“He loved sharing his talent 
with young kids,” Atwood said. 

She continued to study with 
Maltzman until she left for col-

lege, describing the artist as “very 
positive” and “very encouraging.” 
When she was a junior in high 
school, Maltzman invited her to his 
Tuesday evening sketching classes. 

“They were for adults, but he 
saw in me the creativity to be able 
to handle adult portrait classes,” At-
wood said. “Those were fun times 
I had with the older people. They 
opened up their arms to me and 
were accepting of me — that I was 
an art student and up and coming.” 

The sketching class also helped 
her cope with high school life. 

“I was bullied a lot, and it was 
nice to fi nd a sanctuary to be able to 
use my creativity and to learn from 
Stanley and the other adult sketch-
ers that were there,” Atwood said. 

Maltzman’s instruction had a 
profound and lasting infl uence on 
Atwood. After struggling to fi nd a 
fi eld she wanted to study at Regis 
College in the mid-1990s, consid-
ering journalism, teaching, psy-
chology and sociology, she fi nally 
found graphic design, a booming 
fi eld with the advent of the internet. 
Eventually, she found her way to 
teaching, becoming an art teacher. 

“I always found myself using 
Stanley’s artwork and the informa-
tion he shared with me with other 
art students,” Atwood said. 

For example, Maltzman in-
structed his students how to make 

the sky look like it was bursting 
with color. 

“I recall once that Stanley said, 
‘The sky can be every color of the 
rainbow,’” Atwood said.

When Atwood challenged that 
it could not be green, Maltzman re-
sponded that indeed, the sky could 
be green, right before a tornado. 

Atwood has stayed in touch 
with Maltzman, and she has art-
work that he gifted her over the 
years, including for her wedding, 
hanging on the walls of her home. 
When she visited Maltzman to 
show him her then 2-year-old son, 
Maltzman signed a piece of art-
work and gifted it to the toddler. 

ARTIST AS FATHER…
AND TEACHER

“Growing up with a prominent 
artist as a father was a gift and a 
challenge,” Story said. 

During her childhood and 
youth, she had a hands-on art ed-
ucation in creativity and the art 
world. 

“As far back as I can remem-
ber, I was watching him draw and 
paint,” Story said. 

To interest her in art, Maltzman 
brought his daughter different art 
materials with which she could ex-
periment and took her on numerous 
trips to New York City. 

“We would take the train down 
to New York City and visit galler-
ies, museums and even the annual 
outdoor Greenwich Village show, 
which was fascinating for so many 
reasons,” she said. 

Story even tagged along with 
her father when he began teaching 
workshops to observe and assist.

Maltzman impressed upon his 
daughter and other students the im-
portance of drawing. 

“Every artist loves color, but 
it will be diffi cult to paint without 
fi rst training your eye to see, prac-
tice and the understanding of val-
ues,” Story said. 

Atwood remembers Maltzman 
instructing her to keenly observe 

that which she desired to capture on 
canvas. 

“He’d always say, ‘Look, 
look,’” Atwood recalled. 

Story benefi tted from this in-
struction, too. 

“He has particularly taught me 
to see the beauty and uniqueness of 
every tree,” she said. 

This led her to take on the chal-
lenge of painting a life-sized apple 
tree dedicated to her father-teacher, 
“The Tree Man,” and to an artist 
friend who died of COVID-19, Bill 
Creevy. 
CONTINUING TO INSPIRE

Maltzman continues to be an 
inspiration for both family and stu-
dents, professionally and person-
ally. He still teaches workshops at 
area libraries. 

The honors keep coming, too. 
In fall 2019, the Pastel Society of 
America selected Maltzman as its 
Hall of Fame honoree for the year, 
and The Butler Institute of Amer-
ican Art in Youngtown, Ohio, se-
lected one of his works for its Leg-
acy Collection. 

“Stanley is a wonderful and rare 
talent who dazzled the staff of The 
Butler Institute of American Art 
when his pastel ‘Evening Glow’ 
was fi rst exhibited,” said the mu-
seum’s executive director, Louis A. 
Zona. “His ability to create a sense 
of drama through his utilization of 
light and dark values in remark-
able.” 

He is a personal inspiration, too. 
“Life could be so disastrous, but 

he always looks at the bright side 
of things,” Atwood said, noting that 
Maltzman never seemed to age. 

Maltzman continues to inspire 
Story. 

“He looks forward to every day 
and doesn’t complain about aches 
or pains,” she said. “He just wants 
to keep creating and loves to share 
his knowledge with others. He is 
looking forward to teaching this 
fall.”

ARTIST, from page 1

JOY IAFALLO
Associate Real Estate Broker

Joy has over 18 years of industry and 
remodeling experience in the Capital Region. 

She brought her vast local knowledge and 
vibrant, kind personality to Gabler Realty in 
April 2018. Whether you’re buying or selling, 

Joy’s experience and guidance can 
help you succeed in your real estate move!

Let Joy be your personal real estate guide. 
You won’t be disappointed!

Joy@GablerRealty.com
321 Delaware Avenue, Delmar, NY 12054

Let Joy Iafallo Be Your 
Personal Real Estate Guide!

518-928-1825

CHRIS KARLE/GREENVILLE PIONEER 
Adler Karle of Westerlo does a “board slide” on a rail at the new skate park.

CONTRIBUTED PHOTOS
Maltzman’s work, “Burning Embers.”
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plished during a diffi cult time. I 
became town supervisor on Jan. 1, 
2020 — we had the mortgage cri-
sis, and I wasn’t town supervisor 
for two days when we had a horri-
ble ice storm that left people with-
out power for like two weeks. I got 
hoisted right into things.”

Macko said some of his top 
concerns are national issues that 
could impact local residents.

“My concern is the infl ation 
and the energy costs and the cost 
of food and how that will affect 
our residents moving forward into 
next year,” Macko said. “Gasoline 
prices are up more than a dollar a 
gallon fi ve months into the new 
president and I don’t know where 
it is going to stop, and I am very 
concerned about heating oil costs 
this fall.”

Town Councilman Richard 
Bear, the longest-serving member 
of the board, was nominated by Tor 
Tryland, with Macko seconding.

“[Richard Bear] has been 
here as a councilman for 17 or 18 
years,” Macko said. “He is very 
much involved with Greenville 
Day, recycling and he works very 
closely with our highway superin-
tendent on specifi cations for trucks 
and equipment for the highway de-
partment. It is a privilege to nomi-
nate him for town council.”

Clifton “Kip” Drollette was 
nominated by Clifton Powell, Jr., 
and praised for his work with the 
Greenville Volunteer Fire Compa-
ny.

“I have known Kip for 15 years, 
mostly through the fi re department 
and rescue squad,” Powell said. 
“Kip has served this town as a 

volunteer fi refi ghter, past fi re com-
missioner and now chief. Kip has 
worked with the rescue squad as 
a driver and as a certifi ed fi rst re-
sponder with the fi re department. 
Kip has shown his dedication by 
his service to the people of the town 
and if given the chance, would con-
tinue serving the people of this 
town as a member of the town 
board.”

Voters again headed to the bal-
lot box and gave the nod to Bear 
with 64 votes to Drollette’s 47.

“The board we have is very 
much working together,” Bear said 
at the caucus’ conclusion. “We 
have many accomplishments in the 
last two years — our sidewalk proj-
ect is coming along and we should 
be fi nishing that in another couple 
of weeks. We ordered a new truck 
for the highway department this 
year and that should be here in a 
few days. We will keep going and 
keep things rolling.”

The nomination for the second 
open seat went to incumbent Town 
Councilman Travis Richards, who 
was nominated by Town Council-
man John Bensen and seconded by 
Gary Nicholson. Richards was un-
opposed for the nomination.

“I am looking forward to work-
ing for the town for another four 
years, hopefully outside of COVID 
so we can move forward,” Rich-
ards said.

Incumbent High Superinten-
dent Michael Dudley was nominat-
ed by Gary Nicholson and did not 
face a challenger, coasting to the 
nomination.

“It’s been a pleasure working 
with the town board,” Dudley said.

Election Day will be Nov. 2.

GOP, from page 1

By Melanie Lekocevic
Courtesy of Columbia-Greene Media

CAIRO — A new private el-
ementary school is planning to 
open its doors this fall.

The Catskill Wheelhouse 
Community School, 665 Main 
St., Cairo, will begin teaching 
students as young as 2 years old 
up to fi fth graders starting in Sep-
tember, Elementary School Di-
rector Alanna Navitski said.

“We have been operating a 
preschool and child care program 
in Catskill since 2015,” Navitski 
said. “We are moving to Cairo 
and opening our new community 
school that will serve grades K-5. 
We are also going to continue of-
fering early childhood programs.”

The initial plan was to open 
the school in the fall of 2022, but 
there was suffi cient interest to 
move the opening date up a year, 
Navitski said.

“The reason we are open-
ing the school right now is that 
we have a lot of demand from 
families, I think in response to 
COVID — everyone’s plans were 
thrown up in the air and I think 
that made people think about how 
they were spending their days and 
that has led many people to look 
for educational options that take a 
holistic child-centered approach,” 
Navitski said.

The school’s progressive ed-
ucational model will be child-di-

rected and seek to teach a love 
of learning and develop prob-
lem-solving skills, she said.

“An important piece of our 
program is that we are looking to 
develop curriculum based in re-
al-life issues in our community,” 
Navitski said. “We are seeking 
to build a curriculum that is built 
around community engagement 
and cultivating children as re-
al-life problem-solvers, inventors 
and creators.”

Early Childhood Director 
Christina Dietmann will oversee 
the youngest students ages 2-5.

“It is so important to learn to 
love learning,” Dietmann said. 
“Rather than it being ‘I am the 
teacher, I am the one who tells 
you what you need to know,’ it’s 
‘Let’s discover the world together 
and learning is a joy, rather than 
something you have to do.’”

The school is chartered by 
New York state and meets all 
state-mandated curriculum re-
quirements, she said. Outdoor 
learning experiences will be a big 
part of the curriculum.

In its inaugural year, the school 
will accept eight 2-year-olds; 
12 preschoolers; eight students 
in kindergarten through second 
grade in a mixed-age group; and 
eight third through fi fth graders, 
also in a mixed-age group.

Students in all grades will at-
tend school six hours a day from 
9 a.m. to 3 p.m. Public school bus 

transportation is provided by the 
Cairo-Durham school district to 
families within 15 miles of the 
school.

Tuition will vary depending 
on the family’s fi nances.

“We are running the program 
on a sliding scale,” Navitski said. 
“It starts at zero, free, and goes 
up to $18,000 a year. The slid-
ing-scale tuition will be based on 
a fi nancial assessment that par-
ents will complete based on their 
individual fi nancial situation.”

The school will also offer 
a satellite location, the Forest 
School, a fully outdoor half-day 
program at a farm in Germantown 
in Columbia County, 305 Wire 
Road, primarily for early child-
hood students ages 2-5.

Forest School prioritizes open 
exploration, Dietmann said.

“That is the research-based 
best way that kids learn,” she 
said. “Rote learning in the early 
childhood years is not effective. 
What is effective is building a 

broad vocabulary, having rich 
multi-sensory experiences that 
develop a strong neural network, 
fostering curiosity. That’s why we 
take that approach.”

Tuition for Forest School will 
also be on a sliding scale.

“It starts at free if your family 
really doesn’t have any fi nancial 
resources to contribute and the 
max tuition is $11,880 — that is 
for the highest income bracket,” 
Navitski said.

Route 23  |  Hudson, NY  |  518-828-4181  |  SUNYcgcc.edu  |  

Black Rocket Virtual Camps 
for Kids

Blast off into the future of Creative Tech with 
Columbia-Greene Community College and 

Black Rocket! Kids ages 6 to 14 can enroll now in 
live, online STEAM classes taught by top teachers, 

with sessions in June and July.

To view a full list of camps and to register, visit 
blackrocket.com/online/gre/.

Summer 2021 will include:
New! Young Authors

Virtual Reality: The Future is Now

New! ROBLOX® Coders and Entrepreneurs

New! Minecraft® Animators

YouTube Content Creators

Esports Apprentice – Streamers and Gamers

New! App. IO: Make Your First Multiplayer App!

New! Inventor’s League – Prototyping for the Future!

Rocket Kart Racers: Design a Mario Kart Style Game

YouTube FX Masters

…and many more!

Registration for each class closes at 7 pm ET three days 
before class starts.

UP,

UP,
AND 
AWAY!

Let’s Go Together, #CoGreene!

SUMMER@COGREENE

New private school opening in Cairo this fall

CONTRIBUTED PHOTO
The Catskill Wheelhouse Community School will register students from 2 years old 
to fi fth graders, offering a new private elementary school option for area families 
this fall.

 

Senior Project Manager 
 

Holcim (US) Inc. seeks Senior Project Manager 
in Ravena, NY to define, plan, & execute capital 
projects for large cement plant with crushing 
plant, vertical roller mill, preheater / precalciner 
burning system, 3 finish mills & truck/barge 
loading systems. Apply engineering & 
construction principles/practices to project 
engineering; make decisions regarding plant 
operations. Requires up to 10% travel. Apply 
online @ https://uscareers-lafargeholcim-
na.icims.com/jobs (Search for Keyword: 2021-
10827) 

The Catskill Wheelhouse Community School will open its doors in Cairo beginning in September.
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By Bill Williams
Courtesy of Columbia-Greene Media

NEW BALTIMORE — Fol-
lowing a three-week investigation 
into a two-car accident, a Greene 
County man was arrested on felo-
ny charges last Wednesday, Steven 
Nevel, public information officer 
for state police Troop F, said.

Von Flierl, 31, of New Balti-
more, was charged with second-de-
gree vehicular assault, a class E fel-
ony, and driving while intoxicated, 
Nevel said.

On May 29, at about 7:26 p.m., 
a 2018 Volkswagen Golf was being 
driven north by Flierl on Route 9W 
in New Baltimore when he collid-
ed with a 2013 Hyundai Accent, 
which was being driven by an un-
identified woman south on Route 
9W, Nevel said. 

The investigation into the crash 
revealed Flierl made a left-hand 
turn and failed to yield the right-of-
way, slamming into the other vehi-
cle, Nevel said.

New Baltimore Fire Company 
and Ravena Rescue Squad were 

sent to the scene by Greene County 
911.

Flierl and the woman were tak-
en to Albany Medical Center by 
ambulance. Flierl complained of 
neck injuries.

While he was being interviewed 
by troopers, it was determined that 
he was impaired by alcohol and 
was subsequently arrested, Nevel 
said.

The woman sustained serious 
injuries, including a head injury, 
several rib fractures, and lacera-
tions to her abdomen, Nevel said.

Part of Route 9W was closed 
while crews worked.

Due to the extent of the wom-
an’s injuries, Flierl was charged 
with vehicular assault, in addition 
to driving while intoxicated, Nevel 
said.

He was given appearance tick-
ets for New Baltimore Town Court.

Under state Penal Law, drivers 
will face a charge of second-de-
gree vehicular assault if they cause 
serious physical injury to another 
person and operate a vehicle while 
they are legally intoxicated. Le-

gally intoxicated means that their 
blood alcohol level is at least .08, 
or they were driving while their 
ability is impaired by drugs.

The maximum sentence for sec-
ond-degree vehicular assault is four 
years in prison. The judge in the 
case has the option of sentencing 
to probation. The sentence will de-
pend on the driver’s prior criminal 
record. The sentence will include 
the suspension or revocation of the 
defendant’s driver’s license.

By Dr. Billy Holland
For Capital Region Independent Media

Every year in June, we observe the anni-
versary of the Normandy invasion of World 
War II, commonly called D-Day. 

By the way, the “D” simply stands for 
whatever day a military assault is planned. 
For example, D-3 meant three days before a 
D-Day, while D+7 meant seven days after a 
D-Day. 

On June 6, 1944, America and its allies 
engaged in one of the most significant mil-
itary operations of the 20th century. I have 
personally suffered loss from war and have 
a deep appreciation for the service and sac-
rifice men and women make to protect our 
country. My mother’s youngest brother, Ken-
ny Maye, was killed in Korea and I have his 
dog tag, casket flag and a rare picture of him. 
He was only 20 years old in 1950. Sadly, 
his existence is nearly unknown and I often 
wonder about the life he could have had. For 
everyone who has sacrificed for this great na-
tion, thank you for your service.

I live a couple of miles from a national 
military cemetery and from the highway, you 

can see many of the over 12,000 perfectly 
lined white marble tombstones. I admit I’ve 
often driven past hardly thinking about how 
each of these individuals at one time or an-
other accepted the call of duty. 

And what is that call? To defend and pro-
tect our freedom, whatever the cost! These 
brave soldiers were willing to give their life 
for their country and I cannot help but won-
der how many of us have convictions that 
strong? 

The First Amendment was not only signed 
into existence with ink but with the blood of 
over 1.1 million Americans who have died in 
U.S. wars, along with even more that have 
suffered from physical and mental difficul-
ties. The privilege and freedom we have to 
share what is on our mind are liberties that 
have come at a great price and we should al-
ways remember the cost of this blessing.

As a volunteer chaplain for a veteran’s 
health care facility, I have the opportunity 
and honor to sit and talk with many fine men 
and women who have served in our nation’s 
military. The Second World War veterans 
who are still alive are now in their 80s and 
90s and I believe it’s important to not only re-

cord and preserve their amazing war stories, 
but to sincerely listen to and respect who they 
are as individuals. 

One of these residents is a man named 
Edward Hicks, who willingly stepped for-
ward when his country needed him the most. 
He was 22 years old and had just married his 
lovely bride Mary Lou four months earlier. 
He received the call to join the front-line and 
bravely responded to what would be known 
around the world as “Operation Overlord.” 
The American soldiers knew the difference 
between right and wrong and they refused to 
allow a world in which wrong prevailed.

Edward and his company were assigned 
to 6 miles of beach that was code-named 
“Omaha,” which has been recorded as one of 
the bloodiest first wave battles of Norman-
dy. Only 600 men survived out of 2,600 that 
came ashore. He recalls when he jumped 
out of the amphibious vehicle, how the wa-
ter was up to his neck and icy cold. Being 
loaded down with full gear that was now 
water-logged, he said it was very difficult to 
keep from drowning. As bullets were splash-
ing the water and whizzing past his head, all 
he knew to do was to stay as low as possi-

ble. Using floating bodies as shields, he was 
numb with fear. 

As he slowly crawled upon the sand, he 
immediately began to dig a hole where he 
could partially avoid the onslaught of con-
stant machine gun fire. Somehow through-
out the day and thankfully with the Germans 
running out of ammunition, the small group 
managed to slowly make their way inland 
and went on to accomplish the mission. 

Edward received several medals for 
bravery including a Silver Star and 4 Bronze 
Stars, but there is much more to being a hero 
than human fortitude and earning awards. It 
is recognizing the depth of spiritual love. The 
love that Jesus demonstrated on the cross is 
the type of compassion that inspires individu-
als to love and protect others as much as they 
love themselves. John 15:13 reminds us that, 
“Greater love hath no man than this, that a 
man lay down his life for his friends.”

Dr. Billy Holland lives in Central Ken-
tucky with his wife Cheryl, where he is a 
minister, Christian author and community 
chaplain. To learn more, visit: billyholland-
ministries.com.

The turning point of World War II
Living on Purpose 

Man charged with vehicular assault

By Kate Lisa
Courtesy of Columbia-Greene Media

ALBANY — Alex Jimenez lived to help oth-
ers who cannot help themselves.

It was a mission he took to heart: Jimenez 
served as a staff sergeant in the U.S. Army in the 
2000s, inspired to enlist after 9/11. Before he en-
listed, Alex expressed his desire to help others in 
a letter to his U.S. Army recruiter.

An al Qaeda-led group took Jimenez, 25, 
prisoner in 2007 during Operation Iraqi Freedom 
when he served in the 10th Mountain Division. 
His body was discovered more than a year later.

Andy D. Jimenez said Thursday his older 
brother would be honored to know his legacy of 
selflessness lives on.

State assemblymembers this session unani-
mously passed bill No. A.4660/S.04710 to create 
the Alex R. Jimenez New York State Military Im-
migrant Family Legacy Program. The bill would 
create a fund for a program to help connect fami-
lies of state veterans and active military personnel 
to resources to secure legal immigration status.

“Alex would be happy, he would be honored 
— he would feel pleased to have known that his 
sacrifice was not in vain,” said Andy, age 33. He 
was 20 when his brother died. 

While Alex was missing, federal deportation 
proceedings began for his wife, Yarlin, who was 
in the United States from the Dominican Repub-
lic without documentation. Staff Sgt. Jimenez 
worked to obtain legal status for his wife before 
he was deployed, but was denied.

The state program named for Staff Sgt. 
Jimenez would help foreign-born mothers, fa-
thers, siblings, spouses and children of currently 
serving or state veterans secure legal immigra-
tion status. Family members of deceased or dis-
charged LGBT veterans would be eligible for the 
program.

“When they approached my family with [the 
bill], I was surprised, because I thought it was al-
ready a law,” Andy said. “...Some people give the 
ultimate sacrifice. You would think they’d have 
the opportunity to at least become a U.S. citizen.”

The story of staff Sgt. Jimenez’s bravery and 
the plight of his wife struck a chord with the 
country, President George W. Bush and the U.S. 
Department of Homeland Security at the time. 
The agency granted Jimenez’s wife discretionary 
parole, and she later secured permanent residen-
cy.

The measure to create the state program passed 
in the Assembly on June 10, the last scheduled 
day of legislative session. It stalled in the Senate, 
but bill co-sponsor Assemblyman Jake Ashby, 
R-Castleton, said it will be reintroduced in the 
next legislative session.

Ashby, a captain in the U.S. Army, completed 
a tour in Iraq and Afghanistan as a medical officer 
during his service from 2006 to 2014, and was 
affected by the resources available to help his fel-
low foreign-born soldiers and their families.

Ashby was in Diyala Province, Iraq, just out-
side of where Jimenez was found when he was 
discovered in 2008.

“We were prepping for a very large operation 
... it was pretty powerful,” Ashby said Thursday. 
“When I heard about the ordeal his family was 
going through, I thought [of the program], ‘We 
have to do this.’”

Bill sponsor Assemblywoman Catalina Cruz, 

D-Queens, and Ashby worked to develop the 
state program named for Jimenez for two years. 

“If they are in the military, they are supposed 
to be able to have an easier time going through 
the process, but they generally don’t,” Cruz said. 
“How do we as the state of New York supplement 
what’s being done?”

An immigration case is much more likely to 
be successful with proper legal representation, 
Cruz said for immigrant families.

If passed, the state Military Immigrant Family 
Legacy Program would supplement the federal 
Parole in Place, also inspired by Jimenez’s story. 
The federal program provides a pathway for im-
migrant families while the state’s would focus on 
connecting immigrant families of veterans with 
the proper state agencies and resources to stream-
line the naturalization process.

After unanimous support in the Assembly, 
Cruz and Ashby are confident the bipartisan-sup-
ported measure could pass next session.

“We’re going to push very hard for it to pass 
through the Senate,” said Ashby, adding he’s 
having conversations with senators about the bill. 
“We haven’t gotten direct pushback, but there’s 
a lot of issues the state and majority is trying to 
tackle.

“Because it’s bipartisan, it’s a great opportuni-
ty we can capitalize on for unity.”

Assemblywoman Didi Barrett, D-Hudson, 
chairwoman of the Veterans’ Affairs Committee; 
and Assemblymember Chris Tague, R-Schoharie, 
also co-sponsor the legislation.

Lawmakers have suggested including the pro-
gram in the 2022-23 state budget. It was floated 
for this year’s budget, but did not make the final 
spending plan as lawmakers continue to negotiate 
details to fund the program.

New York’s would be the first state program 
of its kind in the nation.

“It’s getting a lawyer, filing the application, 
getting the fingerprints and help with anything 
that comes with all of that,” Cruz said. “It’s a lot 
of red tape, a lot of bureaucratic work that’s hard 
for an everyday person to go through. I’ve gone 
through it, so I understand.

“Imagine adding to that being deployed some-
where overseas and not being able to support 
your loved one in doing it.”

The program would not make secure a per-
son’s permanent residency.

The state has about 1 million veterans.
Family members of foreign-born would use 

the program to access resources to navigate im-
migration law, the process and to overcome lan-
guage barriers.

Alex and Andy were born in New York City to 
parents from the Dominican Republic. The fami-
ly returned to the Dominican Republic for several 
years while they were growing up, but came back 
to the state as young adults.

Andy said the state program would help shed 
light on the issue of deportation of American sol-
diers and their families who lacked documenta-
tion.

“We’re on the right path,” he said. “We are 
happy and honored that my brother’s name is be-
ing used for this purpose because it’s directing us 
on the right path.”

The lawmakers remained in contact with Alex 
Jimenez’s family while drafting the legislation 
named in his memory, Ashby said.

With the arrival of summer and the July 4th holiday weekend just 
around the corner, the National Fire Protection Association (NFPA) is 
reminding people about potential electrical hazards that exist in swim-
ming pools and hot tubs, onboard boats, on docks and piers, and in 
waters surrounding boats, marinas and launch ramps.

While most people are unaware of electrical dangers posed in water 
environments such as electric shock drowning (ESD), each year people 
are injured or killed from these hazards.

ESD can occur when an improperly installed or maintained electri-
cal system results in electrical current in the water, which can then pass 
through a person’s body, causing a level of paralysis that can ultimately 
result in serious injury or drowning. 

“With continued education about the presence of electrical hazards 
in water we can help reduce the risk of electric shock drowning from 
happening,” said Lorraine Carli, NFPA’s vice president of Outreach & 
Advocacy. “Before engaging in water activities, have a qualified elec-
trician inspect your boat, swimming pool equipment, hot tub, and spa, 
and have them regularly maintained to ensure life-saving measures and 
protection systems are functioning properly.” Here are tips for swim-
mers, and pool and boat owners:

SWIMMERS:
• Never swim near a marina, dock or boatyard.
• While in a pool or hot tub, look out for underwater lights that are 

not working properly, flicker or work intermittently.
• If you feel a tingling sensation while in a pool, immediately stop 

swimming in the direction you are heading. Try and swim in a direction 
where you had not felt the tingling. Exit the water as quickly as possi-
ble; avoid using metal ladders or rails. Touching metal may increase the 
risk of shock.

POOL OWNERS
• If you are putting in a new pool or hot tub, be sure the wiring is per-

formed by an electrician experienced in the special safety requirements 
for these types of installations.

• Have a qualified electrician periodically inspect and — where nec-
essary — replace or upgrade the electrical devices or equipment that 
keep your pool or hot tub electrically safe. Have the electrician show 
you how to turn off all power in case of an emergency.

• Make sure any overhead lines are positioned at the proper distance 
over a pool and other structures, such as a diving board. If you have any 
doubts, contact a qualified electrician or your local utility company to 
make sure power lines are a safe distance away.

BOAT OWNERS
• Avoid entering the water when launching or loading a boat. These 

areas can contain stray electrical currents in the water, possibly leading 
to electric shock drowning or injury from shock, including death.

• Each year, and after any major storm that affects the boat, have 
the boat’s electrical system inspected by a qualified marine electrician 
to be sure it meets the required codes of your area, including those set 
by the American Boat & Yacht Council. Make the necessary repairs, if 
recommended.

• Check with the marina owner who can tell you if the marina’s 
electrical system has recently been inspected to meet the required codes 
of your area. 

• Have ground fault circuit protection (GFCI and GFPE) installed 
on circuits supplying the boat; use only portable GFCIs or shore power 
cords (including “Y” adapters) that bear the proper listing mark for ma-
rine applications when using electricity near water. Test GFCIs monthly.

• NEVER modify the electrical system on a boat or shore power to 
make something work. The code-required safety mechanisms in place 
are intended to alert people if something is wrong with the boat and 
with shore power. Find a licensed, qualified professional to help deter-
mine the cause of the problem.

“As NFPA continues to raise awareness about this troubling trend, 
we encourage everyone to share these safety resources with people they 
know so everyone can safely enjoy the water this summer,” Carli said.

NFPA has resources for swimmers, boat and pool owners, including 
videos, tip sheets and checklists, that can be downloaded and shared. 
Please visit www.nfpa.org/watersafety.

NFPA: Electric shock 
drowning a danger in 

pools and marinas

Program to help foreign-born 
veteran families
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By Thomas Christopher
For Capital Region Independent Media

Older adults, suggests Jackie Algon of 
the Wilton Connecticut Pollinator Path-
way, can likely remember coming back 
from summertime drives with insects 
“splatted” all over the car’s windshield. 
Younger drivers, however, have almost 
certainly never experienced that, and for 
a simple reason: as repeated scientific 
censuses have revealed, insect popula-
tions are crashing all over the world.

That may seem like a welcome devel-
opment to the insect averse, but consider 
what we are losing. Approximately 80% 
of flowering plants are pollinated by ani-
mals. Pollination is the process by which 
a grain of pollen is transferred from the 
male sexual organ in a flower to a female 
one, making possible the successful pro-
duction of seeds and fruits. Birds and 
bats perform this service for a few plants, 
but it is insects that do the heavy lifting. 
In all, about a third of human food is 
produced with the help of such pollina-
tors. Lose the insect pollinators, Jackie 
Algon points out, and you not only lose 
your wildflowers and the plants that pro-
duce your garden blossoms, you’ll also 
go hungry, losing many of the fruits and 
vegetables you take for granted.

The causes of the insects’ decline are 
several, but a principal one, adds Jack-
ie, is the fragmentation of habitat. Once 
upon a time, farms and natural areas con-
nected into a contiguous whole, allowing 

the free passage of pollinators and other 
wildlife from one area to another. Sub-
urbanization and development, however, 
has turned the natural spaces into isolat-
ed islands; this habitat fragmentation has 
led to a decline in wildlife diversity and 
population sizes in general and of insect 
pollinators in particular.

Conservation organizations in Fair-
field County, Conn. tried appealing to 
residents about more habitat-conscious 
land management, but had not met with 
a vigorous response. However, everyone 
likes butterflies, as Jackie points out, and 
members of four conservationist groups 
— led by Wilton resident Donna Merrill 
who was inspired by a similar initiative 
in Oslo, Norway — found that promot-
ing the preservation of such pollinators 
brought 80 people to a first meeting in 
2017 about linking up natural areas with 
green pathways.

In practice this meant enrolling land-
owners at intervals of no more than 750 
meters (2,460 feet, slightly less than half 
a mile) to plant their landscapes with na-
tive plants that would host pollinators 
— providing habitat in which to raise 
their young and nectar- and pollen-bear-
ing flowers for the adults. Success was 
such that Wilton now has three pathways 
reaching out from the town center all the 
way to the township’s outskirts, in addi-
tion to many other residences throughout 
Wilton whose owners just want to ‘bee 
on it!’ And beyond: neighboring towns 
took up the cause and began installing 

their own pathways, so that pollinators 
and other wildlife can once again wander 
more or less freely through much of the 
region.

More than 200 towns, in fact, have 
followed Wilton’s example, through-
out the Northeast and even down into 
the mid-Atlantic states. Aside from the 
intrinsic appeal of the idea, Algon sug-
gests that a couple of other factors played 
a role in this explosive growth. First, 
that the leadership structure that Wilton 
modeled was deliberately non-hierarchi-
cal, so that the organization remained a 
grassroots one. Second was Pollinator 
Pathway Wilton’s recognition that every 
town has a different style. Some wanted 
their initiative managed by their Conser-
vation Commission; others included lo-
cal groups committed to preservation. To 
suit all these different styles, the website 
(pollinator-pathway.org) keeps its in-
structions for pathway makers very sim-
ple. Indeed, it advocates just three basic 
steps for those wishing to participate: 
include native plants on your property 
and manage invasive species; • “do not 
use pesticides and herbicides”; • “rethink 
your lawn — mow higher and less often; 
consider reducing lawn size by adding 
native shrubs, trees, or a mini meadow; 
leave some bare ground and dead wood 
for nesting native bees; leave autumn 
leaves for overwintering eggs and pupae 
of pollinating insects”

Those who do wish to join the move-
ment will find that the website, pollina-

tor-pathway.org, has lots of helpful ad-
vice and links under the heading “Get 
Involved.” To highlight their commit-
ment, they can order a 6” sign showing 
their yard is on the Pollinator Pathway. 
In addition, those seeking information 
can listen to a conversation with Jackie 
Algon on Berkshire Botanical Garden’s 
Growing Greener podcast at thom-
aschristophergardens.com/podcast. Join-
ing the movement is easy, and collec-
tively, you can have a big impact while 
making your landscape more colorful, 
and more lively.

Be-a-Better-Gardener is a community 
service of Berkshire Botanical Garden, 
located in Stockbridge, MA. Its mission, 
to provide knowledge of gardening and 
the environment through a diverse range 
of classes and programs, informs and 
inspires thousands of students and visi-
tors each year. Thomas Christopher is a 
volunteer at Berkshire Botanical Garden 
and is the author or co-author of more 
than a dozen books, including Nature 
into Art and The Gardens of Wave Hill 
(Timber Press, 2019). He is the 2021 
Garden Club of America’s National 
Medalist for Literature, a distinction re-
served to recognize those who have left 
a profound and lasting impact on issues 
that are most important to the GCA. 
Tom’s companion broadcast to this col-
umn, Growing Greener, streams on WE-
SUFM.org, Pacifica Radio and NPR and 
is available at his website, https://www.
thomaschristophergardens.com/podcast.

Helping pollinators thrive with native  
plants on your property
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The future of our country depends 
on the ability of journalists to 
provide the public with 
investigative journalism.

Help show your support for quality,
investigative journalism:

Donate to the International
Consortium of Investigative
Journalists today

https://donate.icij.org/

Real, Reputable, 
Trusted. Your News 
Media.

www.newsmediaalliance.org 

THIS PUBLICATION 
SUPPORTS REAL 
NEWS.

THE PUBLIC NEEDS THE TRUTH;
NOT SOCIAL MEDIA HEADLINES & FAKE NEWS.

#SupportRealNews

Crossroads Ford
We are locally-owned & operated & our staff is customer-friendly with no 

pressure, so you can make the best decision for your next vehicle purchase.

518-756-4000 • 2351 Rt. 9W Ravena, NY • (Just 10 miles South of Albany)

BRAND USED SPECIALS 

2020 DODGE CHALLENGER GT
AWD 2dr Coupe, 

LOADED! 21J Plus Pack-
age, Nappa/Alcantra 
Seats, WiFi Hot Spot,

Navigation, 8,047 Miles.
$39,995 STK# U11008C

AWD 4dr Sedan, Black 
Heated Leather Seats, SE 
Luxury Package, 18 Alloys, 
2.0L Ecoboost, 6 Speed 
Auto, 30,961 Miles.
$22,900

2018 FORD FUSION SE 

STK# U10944PC

READY TO STEP INTO THE FUTURE?

Cold Weather Package, 
Heated Steering Wheel, 
Heated Front Seats, 
Heated Mirrors, Power 
Moonroof, 24,173 Miles.

STK# U10994C $17,995

2018 FORD FOCUS SEL 2014 RAM 1500 4X4
QUD CAB, 20 MOTO 
METAL Alloys w/Like 
New 35 Tires, HEMI 

V8 Auto, Spray In Bed 
Liner, 99,484 Miles.

$25,990 STK# U11020T

11
52

90
_4

By Russell Gloor
For Capital Region Independent Media

Dear Rusty: 
When my father passed away and we 

went to update my mother’s Social Secu-
rity benefi ts, a question arose that I was 
confused by. We were asked, “Do you 
want to claim just your father’s benefi t 
(which was larger) or claim my mother’s 
benefi t and the difference between the 
two?” Either way it would come to the 
same amount. 

Is there a reason to claim one way 
over the other? Perhaps a caveat that 
we are unaware of? Is there a loophole 
that we are missing that may potentially 
benefi t the survivor? We are soon to face 
this question again as my father-in-law 
is very ill. 

Signed: Curious
Dear Curious: 
Well, they are basically the same 

amount but there is a nuance in the rules 
that many survivors aren’t aware of. 

Here’s why Social Security asked 
that question: It is possible for a surviv-
ing spouse to claim only the survivor 
benefi t and defer claiming their own SS 
benefi t until a later age if their personal 
benefi t would be more than the survi-
vor benefi t would be. A survivor benefi t 
reaches maximum at the survivor’s full 
retirement age, but their personal SS 
benefi t can grow until they are 70 years 
old. Thus, claiming the survivor benefi t 
(only) fi rst, and allowing their personal 
benefi t to grow up to age 70 is often a 
wise move. 

Doing so allows someone to collect 
survivor benefi ts upon becoming a wid-
ow(er), while still maximizing their per-
sonal benefi t. When later claimed, the 
higher personal benefi t will replace the 
smaller survivor benefi t. Of course, this 
option only makes sense if one’s person-
al benefi t would later be more than their 
survivor benefi t.

Social Security is required to ask this 

question because the person may be el-
igible for a higher benefi t on their own 
if they wait until a later age to claim it, 
but the “survivor benefi t only” option is 
useful only if the survivor has not yet 
reached 70 years of age. After age 70 
they would always take whichever ben-
efi t is higher. 

In most cases SS pays the person’s 
own benefi t fi rst and then a “boost” 
to bring the payment up to the higher 
amount due as a survivor. But the choice 
to claim the survivor benefi t only is an 
option if the survivor has not yet reached 
70 and if their own benefi t could later be 
more than their survivor benefi t.

So, the question is — which option 
did your mother choose? And is your 
mother-in-law under age 70? If your 
mother’s own benefi t at age 70 would 
not have been higher than her survivor 
benefi t from your father, then it doesn’t 
matter which way it was recorded. And 
if your mother-in-law is over age 70, it 

doesn’t matter either. But if not and ei-
ther personal benefi t at age 70 would 
be more than their earlier survivor ben-
efi t, then opting for the survivor benefi t 
only and waiting to claim their own later 
would be (or have been) a better choice.

This article is intended for informa-
tion purposes only and does not repre-
sent legal or fi nancial guidance. It pres-
ents the opinions and interpretations of 
the AMAC Foundation’s staff, trained 
and accredited by the National Social 
Security Association (NSSA). NSSA and 
the AMAC Foundation and its staff are 
not affi liated with or endorsed by the So-
cial Security Administration or any other 
governmental entity. To submit a ques-
tion, visit our website (amacfoundation.
org/programs/social-security-advisory) 
or email us at ssadvisor@amacfounda-
tion.org.

A confusing question on benefi ts
Social Security Matters
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DON’T HESITATE. 
VACCINATE.

CapitalRegionVAX.org

Together we can end the pandemic.

The Capital Region is pulling together to encourage 
everyone to receive the vaccine. Thank you especially to the 
following for underwriting a vaccine awareness campaign. 
They exemplify the region at its very best.

VACCINE NETWORK

Capital Region Visit CapitalRegionVax.org
to find out when and 
where you can get your 
free vaccination.

Albany County
Columbia County
Greene County
Rensselaer County
Saratoga County
Schenectady County
Warren County
Washington County

SIGNATURE PARTNERS SUSTAINING PARTNERS STEADFAST PARTNER

Together end the pandemic.

“The COVID-19 vaccine is 
safe. It’s authorized by the 
FDA. It can’t cause the 
virus, and it doesn’t alter 
your DNA.”
Dennis P. McKenna, MD
President and CEO
Albany Med

“Don’t be afraid. 
The vaccine 
is safe. I had it.”

Micky Jimenez            
Regional Director
Capital District Latinos

“The vaccine protects you 
and others from COVID-19. 
The more people who 
get the vaccine, the 
safer we all are.” 
Elizabeth F. Whalen, 

MD, MPH
Commissioner

Albany County 
Department 
of Health

“When it is 
your turn, 
don’t hesitate, 
vaccinate.”
Odo Butler, DLP   
Past President 
Schenectady NAACP

“We can recover from 
the pandemic if 
everyone is vaccinated.”
Bill Hart
Vice President 
of U.S. 
Business
Operations           
Irving Tissue

“No one will be left 
behind. Please, let’s 

join together 
and do it right.”
Ruth Mahoney
Market President 
and Regional 
Retail Leader
KeyBank

“Until enough people 
are vaccinated, please 
continue social distancing, 
wearing your mask and 
washing your hands.”

John D. Bennett, MD
President and CEO

CDPHP

“I encourage everyone to get 
the vaccine so we can feel safe 
again and start living our lives 
to the fullest.” 
Christopher Del Vecchio, RPh
President and CEO
MVP Health Care

“The vaccine is free; it 
doesn’t cost anything. 
Please, don’t hesitate, 
vaccinate.” 
Brenda Robinson, 
DNP, MSN, RN          
CEO and Founder
Black Nurses Coalition

“The vaccine will be 
available to everyone. 
Everyone who wants 

a vaccine will 
receive one.”
J. David Brown

President and CEO
Capital District YMCA

“Let’s end the pandemic so we 
can once again open our arms 
to family and friends.”
Ronald Pope, DO
Vice President of Medical Services
Columbia Memorial Health

              


