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COVID-19 death toll 
could reach 240,000

See page 9

We hope you and your fami-
ly are staying healthy and well. 
News about COVID-19 is chang-
ing every day. We do our best to 
ensure that what you read here 
in our print edition is the most 
current information available. 
Please understand that some 
news, particularly the number 
of people affected, has undoubt-
ably changed since we sent this 
paper to the printing presses. We 
encourage you, if possible, to 
visit our Facebook page at www.
facebook.com/greenvillepioneer 
where we are sharing breaking 
news, closings and cancelations. 

To our readers,

Thank you, 
The Greenville Pioneer

By Melanie Lekocevic
Courtesy Columbia-Greene Media

GREENE COUNTY―
Everyone is aware by now 
of mandates to practice so-
cial distancing, hand hygiene 
and other ways of preventing 
transmission of the coronavi-
rus, but here’s a possible dan-
ger you may not have thought 
of — spreading the virus 
through your trash.

Trash disposal was deemed 
an “essential” service by Gov. 
Andrew Cuomo when he put 
strict regulations in place in 
the battle against COVID-19. 
But waste-disposal experts say 
there are risks if garbage is not 
handled and packaged proper-
ly — and that is a concern for 
them.

In Greenville, the town 
recycling center is open, but 
with limited hours. Town res-
idents needing to dispose of 
trash or recyclables can stop 
by the center from 8 a.m. to 
noon on Wednesday and Sat-
urday only.

Mary Barbato, vice presi-
dent of marketing and commu-

nications for Carmen Barbato, 
Inc., a waste disposal company 
serving Greene, Columbia and 
Berkshire counties, said there 
are things everyone should be 
doing to prevent the spread of 
the coronavirus through the 
trash.

People who are infected, or 
may be, are asked to take ex-
tra precautions to protect both 
sanitation workers and the 
community at large, Barbato 
said.

“If you have the corona-
virus or suspect you do, we 
ask that you don’t put your 
garbage out until a week after 

you have been cleared by your 
doctor,” she said.

But everyone is asked to 
take steps to prevent possible 
transmission, infected or not.

“To keep our drivers and 
the community safe, we ask 
that households please make 

sure they are bagging all 
garbage so it makes it to its 
destination, and refrain from 
overfl owing your totes,” said 
company owner Carmen Bar-
bato Jr. “As we know, the virus 
remains on household garbage 
for days, depending on the 
carrier material. For that rea-
son, together we need to mini-

mize the amount of ‘touch’ our 
drivers have on garbage.”

When putting your trash to-
gether for disposal, you should 
double bag it and make sure it 
fi ts securely in your trash can. 
There should be no loose gar-
bage, no loose tissues or paper 
towels included with recycla-
bles, and trash cans should not 
be overfl owing. Drivers will 
only collect trash that is stored 
in the tote, Carmen Barbato 
said.

All recyclables should also 
be rinsed clean, and all liq-
uids should be emptied before 
being placed in the garbage. 
Customers are asked to wear 
gloves when handling their 
trash cans, and sanitize them 
regularly.

“People are not bagging 
their garbage — there are loose 
things like tissues and paper 
towels in with recyclables,” 
Mary Barbato said. “That is 
not sanitary, and it doesn’t be-
long with recyclables. People 
are overstuffi ng their totes — 
please refrain from doing that, 

PHOTO CONTRIBUTED
Trash is a possible danger when it comes to spreading COVID-19.

Trash can pose Trash can pose 
COVID-19 riskCOVID-19 risk

See TRASH, page 10

Schools 
remain 
closed

By Andrea Macko
Greenville Pioneer

GREENVILLE—Schoo l s 
will remain closed statewide 
through mid-April and the state’s 
fi rst temporary hospital was 
completed in New York City on 
Friday as New York remains the 
nation’s epicenter for the novel 
coronavirus, or COVID-19.

Schools will now remain 
closed statewide through April 
15. Schools across New York 
were ordered closed March 18 
through April 1 to be reassessed 
every two weeks. The state’s 
waiver was extended for school 
districts to receive state aid with-
out holding physical classes for 
180 days. 

During this time, schools are 
still required to provide continu-
ity of instruction, meals for stu-
dents and information on avail-
able childcare resources

“We understand the challeng-
es the school closure creates for 
families. Hopefully, this extend-
ed closure will help keep our stu-
dents and community healthier,” 
said Greenville Central School 
District Superintendent Tammy 
Sutherland. “When the District 
receives additional guidance 
concerning the Governor’s Ex-
ecutive Order, we will be able 
to share more details and answer 
additional questions, including 
those surrounding spring break, 
grading, and other regulatory 
requirements. We recognize the 
diffi culties faced by our students 
and families and ask for patience 
during these unprecedented 
times.”

“Our teachers, staff, stu-
dents and families have done an 
amazing job working together to 
keep our students engaged while 
schools are closed. Our caring 
community inspires me with 
their dedication to our students 
and families,” Sutherland added.

“We understand the challeng-
es the school closure creates for 
families. Hopefully, this extend-
ed

closure will help keep our stu-
dents and community healthier as 
we look forward to getting past 
this pandemic and getting back 
to our normal routines,” said 
Cairo-Durham Superintendent of 
Schools Michael Wetherbee. 

“I am incredibly proud of 
our teachers, staff, students and 
parents who have done such an 
amazing job working together to 
keep educating our community’s 
children while school is closed,” 
Wetherbee added. “The innova-
tive ways teachers and staff have 
used to teach, the commitment 
our students have demonstrated 

See SCHOOLS, page 10

By Nora Mishanec
Courtesy of Columbia-Greene Media

GREENE COUNTY―A 
proposed budget amend-
ment that would cut local 
voices out of the solar per-
mitting process is moving 
forward despite pushback 
from Greene and Columbia 
county officials.

Negotiations are con-
tinuing on the proposed 
changes to siting solar and 
wind energy, known as the 
Accelerated Renewable 
Energy Growth and Com-
munity Benefit Act, said 
Jordan Levine, deputy com-
munications director for the 
energy and environment in 
the office of Gov. Andrew 

Cuomo.
“It is impossible to say 

if anything outside the 
normal will get done, but 
renewable energy siting is 
still on the table,” he said.

Since the budget amend-
ment was announced on 
Feb. 21, local officials have 
warned that changing so-
lar siting laws to abolish 
the existing review process 
would violate home rule 
and diminish local author-
ity over land use.

“We would be powerless 
against the state if it pass-
es,” said Coxsackie Town 
Supervisor Rick Hanse.

“We are at the mercy 
of the state whether they 
take it out of the budget, 

and should it pass, the state 
will have complete authori-
ty to override town zoning 
laws,” he said. “If you take 
away a town’s right to have 
charge of zoning, you have 
taken away a good portion 
of the town’s reason to ex-
ist.”

Hanse said local offi-
cials have been lobbying 
lawmakers to debate the 
proposed amendment sep-
arate from budget negotia-
tions, a move supported by 
state Sen. Daphne Jordan, 
R-43.

Changes to the solar sit-
ing process do not belong 
in the state budget, Jordan 

Act would abolish local voice 
in solar review process

Greenville Recycling Center reduces hours

Find the perfect color for any room in your 
home with Ben Moore’s tools! Get started at:
www.GNHlumber.com/PickColor

Greenville • Windham 
www.GNHlumber.com

“To keep our drivers and the community safe, we ask 
that households please make sure they are bagging all 

garbage so it makes it to its destination, and refrain from 
overfl owing your totes. As we know, the virus remains on 

household garbage for days, depending on the carrier 
material. For that reason, together we need to minimize 

the amount of ‘touch’ our drivers have on garbage.”
— CARMEN BARBATO JR., OWNER OF CARMEN BARBATO, INC.

O�  cials are 
concerned that the 
proposed changes 

could accelerate the 
development of solar 
farms across Greene 

and Columbia 
counties, including 

Hecate Energy’s 
proposed 700-acre 

facility in Copake and 
the Flint Mine solar 

project in Coxsackie.
See SOLAR, page 10
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Will wolves be 
howling in the 

Catskills?
See page 5

County asking all residents and businesses to complete survey
By Joanne E. McFadden
The Greenville Pioneer 

The message from Greene 
County is clear: In order to im-
prove broadband service, the coun-
ty needs residents to help by fi lling 
out a questionnaire about their in-
ternet service or lack thereof. The 
county legislature has launched 
the joint Broadband Availability & 
Adoption (BAAT) Campaign with 
Penfi eld, New York-based ECC 
Technologies Inc. which includes a 
short survey for residents and busi-
nesses to complete. 

Participation by individuals and 
businesses is critical. “It’s a broad-
band adoption and availability sur-
vey,” said Deputy County Admin-
istrator Warren Hart. “It’s not just if 
you have internet or don’t.” 

“We want everyone to fi ll out 
the survey, whether they now have 
or use broadband so that a complete 
picture of the need can be seen,” 
said District 8 legislator William 
Lawrence.

The survey addresses issues of 
Internet speed, accessibility, and 
affordability. For example, the sur-
vey has questions about internet 
availability, how the internet would 
be used, how much residents and 
businesses would be willing to pay, 

current download speeds for those 
who do have internet, and the im-
portance of internet access. 

The survey is available at 
GreeneBroadband.com and acces-
sible from desktop or mobile devic-

es. Those who do not have access 
to the Internet can request a paper 
copy by calling 518-719-3270.

The COVID-19 pandemic has 
highlighted the importance of ad-
equate broadband service and the 

need to improve it as quickly as 
possible. Just two examples of 
the need for better service are the 
remote learning that schools are 
using during the pandemic as well 
as medical care that is provided via 

telemedicine. 
“Pretty much everything that 

a person or a business does today 
requires getting information, and 
that is largely done by being able to 
access the internet,” Hart said.

In July 2020, the New York 
State legislature passed the Com-
prehensive Broadband Connectiv-
ity Act that orders a study of the 
affordability and availability of 
broadband throughout the state, 
deeming access to high-speed in-
ternet “a fundamental right.” The 
bill states that the lack of access 
to adequate internet services “has 
had substantial negative economic 
and social impact particularly in ru-
ral and other underserved and un-
served communities.”

Greene County government 
has set out to address the issue for 
county residents. The fi rst phase 
of the campaign is mapping out 
which households and businesses 
do not have access to fi ber or co-
axial broadband service and assess-
ing the quality and affordability of 
broadband service for those who do 
have access. 

“This project is important be-
cause there are areas such as in Cai-
ro that do not have access to even 

Greenville  |  Windham  |  Latham

Simple. Beautiful. Lasting.
Inspired by how you live.

See SURVEY, page 15

CONTRIBUTED PHOTO
The Greene County Government is asking all residents and businesses to answer its broadband survey, a critical piece in 
bringing improved broadband service at affordable prices to the county. 

SURVEY CRITICAL TO IMPROVING BROADBAND SERVICE 

CONTRIBUTED PHOTO
The Town of Greenville opened a skate park on May 31, with the assistance of a private donation of equipment, funding from the Rotary Club of 
Greenville, and volunteers to clean up the old tennis court and help to install equipment.

Greenville opens Greenville opens 
skate parkskate park

CHRIS KARLE/GREENVILLE PIONEER 
Adler Karle of Westerlo does a “board slide” on a rail at the new skate park.

CHRIS KARLE/GREENVILLE PIONEER 
Sean Aloisi attempts the skateboard trick nicknamed 
“disaster” on a quarter pipe.

CHRIS KARLE/GREENVILLE PIONEER 
Liam McMillan does an “olie” over a box at Greenville’s new 
skate park.

By Joanne E. McFadden
The Greenville Pioneer 

Often, skateboarders fi nd themselves at 
odds with municipalities when they take to 
the streets. That was the case in Greenville 
until the town teamed up with community 
members to create a skate park.

No longer will area youth who ride skate-
boards and BMX (bicycle motocross) bikes 
have to contend with the stares or even an-
gry voices of blatantly annoyed residents. 
On May 31, the Town of Greenville opened a 
skate park in the old tennis courts behind the 
A.J. Cunningham Funeral Home where youth 
and adults can skate and ride. 

“Originally, we just didn’t really have 
a place in town to go and ride,” said Mikey 
Euf, a 2020 Greenville High School graduate 
and BMX rider. “We were getting yelled at 
constantly.” 

The teens tried to solve the problem them-

See SKATE, page 14



2               The Greenville Pioneer • Friday, June 18, 2021

news@greenvillepioneer.com   •  www.greenvillepioneer.com
413-212-0130 

ADVERTISING - All advertising requests must be made one week in advance. 

NEWS DESK - News items must be received twelve days prior to publication.  
OBITUARIES - Obituaries must be con� rmed with a funeral home. 
LETTERS TO THE EDITOR - Letters to the editor must include the author’s name, 
address and daytime telephone number. Authors are limited to one letter every 30 days. 
Letters are published at the discretion of the editor and must be original content.  

POSTMASTER - � e Greenville Pioneer is published every other Friday by Capital 
Region Independent Media, 164 Main Street, Ravena, NY 12143. Periodicals postage paid 
at Greenville, NY 12083. Postmaster: Send address changes to � e Greenville Pioneer, 149 
Main Street, Ravena, NY 12143. � e cost for a subscription is $36 annually.
For Customer Service issues call 413-212-0130  or email Wdewsjr@gmail.com

Mark Vinciguerra
PRESIDENT

Warren Dews, Jr., 
PUBLISHER 

wdewsjr@gmail.com

2	 	 													The Greenville Pioneer • Friday, April 24, 2020

news@thegreenvillepioneer.com  •  www.greenvillepioneer.com 
413-212-0130

ADVERTISING - All advertising requests must be made one week in advance.  

NEWS DESK - News items must be received ten days prior to publication.   

OBITUARIES - Obituaries must be confirmed with a funeral home.  

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR - Letters to the editor must include the author’s name, 
address and daytime telephone number. Authors are limited to one letter every 30 days. 
Letters are published at the discretion of the editor and must be original content.  

POSTMASTER - The Greenville Pioneer is published every other Friday by Capital  
Region Independent Media, 164 Main Street, Ravena, NY 12143. Periodicals postage paid 
at Greenville, NY 12083. Postmaster: Send address changes to The Greenville Pioneer, 149 
Main Street, Ravena, NY 12143. The cost for a subscription is $30 annually.

Mark Vinciguerra
Publisher

Warren Dews, Jr., 
General ManaGer 

wdewsjr@gmail.com

CONTACT US 
WWaarrrreenn DDeewwss,, JJrr..,, GGeenneerraall MMaannaaggeerr
wdewsjr@gmail.com
news@thegreenvillepioneer.com  
www.greenvillepioneer.com
ADVERTISING - All advertising requests 
must be made one week in advance.
NEWS DESK - News items must be received 
five days prior to publication. 
OBITUARIES - Obituaries must be confirmed 
with a funeral home.
LETTERS TO THE EDITOR - Letters to the 
editor must include the author’s name, 
address and daytime telephone number. 
Authors are limited to one letter every 30 
days. Letters are published at the discretion 
of the editor and must be original content. 
POSTMASTER - The Greenville Pioneer is 
published every other Friday by Capital 
Region Independent Media, 149 Main Street, 
Ravena, NY 12143. Periodicals postage paid 
at Greenville, NY 12083. Postmaster: Send 
address changes to The Greenville Pioneer, 
149 Main Street, Ravena, NY 12143. The 
cost for a subscription is $30 annually. 

CONTACT US 
WWaarrrreenn DDeewwss,, JJrr..,, GGeenneerraall MMaannaaggeerr
wdewsjr@gmail.com
news@thegreenvillepioneer.com  
www.greenvillepioneer.com
ADVERTISING - All advertising requests 
must be made one week in advance.
NEWS DESK - News items must be received 
five days prior to publication. 
OBITUARIES - Obituaries must be confirmed 
with a funeral home.
LETTERS TO THE EDITOR - Letters to the 
editor must include the author’s name, 
address and daytime telephone number. 
Authors are limited to one letter every 30 
days. Letters are published at the discretion 
of the editor and must be original content. 
POSTMASTER - The Greenville Pioneer is 
published every other Friday by Capital 
Region Independent Media, 149 Main Street, 
Ravena, NY 12143. Periodicals postage paid 
at Greenville, NY 12083. Postmaster: Send 
address changes to The Greenville Pioneer, 
149 Main Street, Ravena, NY 12143. The 
cost for a subscription is $30 annually. 

Due to the COVID-19 pandemic there are no upcoming 
events or public meetings. Please stay safe and stay home.

CONTACT US 
WWaarrrreenn DDeewwss,, JJrr..,, GGeenneerraall MMaannaaggeerr
wdewsjr@gmail.com
news@thegreenvillepioneer.com  
www.greenvillepioneer.com
ADVERTISING - All advertising requests 
must be made one week in advance.
NEWS DESK - News items must be received 
five days prior to publication. 
OBITUARIES - Obituaries must be confirmed 
with a funeral home.
LETTERS TO THE EDITOR - Letters to the 
editor must include the author’s name, 
address and daytime telephone number. 
Authors are limited to one letter every 30 
days. Letters are published at the discretion 
of the editor and must be original content. 
POSTMASTER - The Greenville Pioneer is 
published every other Friday by Capital 
Region Independent Media, 149 Main Street, 
Ravena, NY 12143. Periodicals postage paid 
at Greenville, NY 12083. Postmaster: Send 
address changes to The Greenville Pioneer, 
149 Main Street, Ravena, NY 12143. The 
cost for a subscription is $30 annually. 

CONTACT US 
WWaarrrreenn DDeewwss,, JJrr..,, GGeenneerraall MMaannaaggeerr
wdewsjr@gmail.com
news@thegreenvillepioneer.com  
www.greenvillepioneer.com
ADVERTISING - All advertising requests 
must be made one week in advance.
NEWS DESK - News items must be received 
five days prior to publication. 
OBITUARIES - Obituaries must be confirmed 
with a funeral home.
LETTERS TO THE EDITOR - Letters to the 
editor must include the author’s name, 
address and daytime telephone number. 
Authors are limited to one letter every 30 
days. Letters are published at the discretion 
of the editor and must be original content. 
POSTMASTER - The Greenville Pioneer is 
published every other Friday by Capital 
Region Independent Media, 149 Main Street, 
Ravena, NY 12143. Periodicals postage paid 
at Greenville, NY 12083. Postmaster: Send 
address changes to The Greenville Pioneer, 
149 Main Street, Ravena, NY 12143. The 
cost for a subscription is $30 annually. 

For over 30 years, the Carver Company’s Core Competencies 
consist of General & Marine Construction, Sand and Gravel 

Mining, Property Management, Port, Stevedoring, Terminal & 
Warehouse Management, Maritime and Logistics, and Tug and 

Barge Marine Towing. 

We strive to inspire our diverse, well-rounded work force and 
management team to always perform at the highest levels of 
safety and professionalism. We deliver service by maintaining 
a reputation where our unquestionable Values of honesty and 

integrity drive our actions on and off the job.

494 Western Turnpike  
Altamont, NY

Phone: 518.355.6034 
www.carvercompanies.com

CONTACT US 
WWaarrrreenn DDeewwss,, JJrr..,, GGeenneerraall MMaannaaggeerr
wdewsjr@gmail.com
news@thegreenvillepioneer.com  
www.greenvillepioneer.com
ADVERTISING - All advertising requests 
must be made one week in advance.
NEWS DESK - News items must be received 
five days prior to publication. 
OBITUARIES - Obituaries must be confirmed 
with a funeral home.
LETTERS TO THE EDITOR - Letters to the 
editor must include the author’s name, 
address and daytime telephone number. 
Authors are limited to one letter every 30 
days. Letters are published at the discretion 
of the editor and must be original content. 
POSTMASTER - The Greenville Pioneer is 
published every other Friday by Capital 
Region Independent Media, 149 Main Street, 
Ravena, NY 12143. Periodicals postage paid 
at Greenville, NY 12083. Postmaster: Send 
address changes to The Greenville Pioneer, 
149 Main Street, Ravena, NY 12143. The 
cost for a subscription is $30 annually. 

CONTACT US 
WWaarrrreenn DDeewwss,, JJrr..,, GGeenneerraall MMaannaaggeerr
wdewsjr@gmail.com
news@thegreenvillepioneer.com  
www.greenvillepioneer.com
ADVERTISING - All advertising requests 
must be made one week in advance.
NEWS DESK - News items must be received 
five days prior to publication. 
OBITUARIES - Obituaries must be confirmed 
with a funeral home.
LETTERS TO THE EDITOR - Letters to the 
editor must include the author’s name, 
address and daytime telephone number. 
Authors are limited to one letter every 30 
days. Letters are published at the discretion 
of the editor and must be original content. 
POSTMASTER - The Greenville Pioneer is 
published every other Friday by Capital 
Region Independent Media, 149 Main Street, 
Ravena, NY 12143. Periodicals postage paid 
at Greenville, NY 12083. Postmaster: Send 
address changes to The Greenville Pioneer, 
149 Main Street, Ravena, NY 12143. The 
cost for a subscription is $30 annually. 

By Sarah Trafton
Courtesy of Columbia-Greene Media

PRATTSVILLE—Amid the 
public health crisis wrought by 
COVID-19, the county’s fifth fly-
car joined the system Monday.

Adding the paramedic vehicle, 
which preps patients for transport 
prior to the arrival of an ambu-
lance, was a hotly debated topic in 
the Greene County Legislature in 
2019.

Catskill lawmakers Michael 
Bulich and Matthew Luvera op-
posed the budget amendment be-
cause they did not agree with the 
county footing the bill instead of 
the towns. Catskill has its own Ad-
vanced Life Support ambulance 
system.

Mountaintop officials, includ-
ing Hunter Town Supervisor Daryl 
Legg and Legislator Larry Gardner, 
D-Hunter, argued that the moun-
taintop community was under-
served and that lives on the moun-
tain should be just as important as 
those in the valley towns.

The flycar was added to the 
budget prior to its approval in No-
vember.

“The most important asset 
is not the truck, but our highly 
trained and skilled paramedics led 
by Chief Steve Brucato,” Greene 
County EMS Paramedics President 
Mark Evans said in a statement. 
“Our medics are among the highest 
trained in the region; only the flight 
medics have more training.”

Evans also commended the 
paramedics for continuing to work 
and provide life-saving care to resi-
dents during the pandemic.

“Being a paramedic is stressful 
enough without the added poten-
tial exposure and precautions now 
mandated,” he said.

“Medic 8” is based at the Pratts-

ville Firehouse through an agree-
ment with the fire district.

“It’s a great add to the town, a 
service to the town, mountaintop 
and the county,” Prattsville Deputy 
Town Supervisor Greg Cross said. 
“It was a little bit of an uphill battle 
to get it. There were many people 
involved in making it happen.

“Daryl Legg was instrumental 
in not taking no for an answer. And 
of course we had to have help from 
the county administrator and coun-
ty legislature to make it happen.”

Cross said he believes the new 
flycar will make medical care more 
accessible for the community.

“It’s a win for the mountain-
top,” he said. “There’s not a lot of 
EMS assets up here. This bridges 
the gap from crisis to hospital care. 
We’re happy to have it.”

The flycar is a 2020 Chev-
rolet Tahoe, which cost $45,000 
equipped with lights, siren and 
striping and another $50,000 in 
life-saving equipment. The truck 
carries a cardiac monitor/defibril-
lator, airway/intubation kit, IV kit, 
CPR machine and drug bag with 
nearly all the emergency drugs of 
an emergency room, according to 
Evans.

Cost estimates requested by the 
Legislature showed that the price 
of a new flycar would be around 
$403,000.

The flycar will be paid for in 
2020 by a $60,000 contribution 
from Greene County Emergency 
Medical Services and a $50,000 
State and Municipal Facilities Pro-
gram Grant from the state Assem-
bly. The remaining $303,203 will 
come from the county, according to 
the resolution passed in November.

“We are very pleased that the 
mountaintop towns worked to-
gether to request this truck and the 
Greene County Legislature agreed 

to the additional funding to place 
another medic truck in service,” 
Evans said. “Having this truck 
based in Prattsville helps to provide 
a vital medical asset in an under-
served area.”

The truck will be staffed 24/7, 
365 days per year and has a prima-
ry response area of Prattsville, Lex-
ington and Ashland.

“Greene County EMS uses 
System Status Management, so as 
medic trucks are sent on calls, the 
other available trucks move posi-
tion to be best located for addition-
al calls,” Evans said. “This truck, 
as with any of the medic trucks, 
despite their home base position, 
could end up at any location in the 
county depending on the need.”

Legg and other mountaintop 
officials including Hunter Town 
Councilman Dolph Semenza, 
Lexington Town Supervisor John 
Berger and former Windham Town 
Supervisor Robert Pelham ap-
proached the Legislature in Febru-
ary 2019 about the issue, requesting 
that the current flycar on the moun-
tain be relocated from Windham to 
Hunter and that a second vehicle be 
added.

The officials cited response 
times as the reason for their request.

The response time for the three 
vehicles stationed in the valley 
is nine minutes, Evans said at a 
March 2019 meeting, while the 
mountaintop vehicle’s response 
time is 14 minutes.

In August, Evans confirmed 
that a new location for Medic 9, the 
existing vehicle, had been found in 
the village of Hunter.

The building, at the corner of 
Bridge Street and Route 23A, re-
quired some renovating and Evans 
expects the flycar will be relocated 
by June 1, he said.

Mountaintop gets a second fly car

PHOTO CONTRIBUTED
Pictured from left, Steve Brucato, chief of Greene County Paramedics; Mark Evans, president of Greene County Paramedics; Greg 
Cross, Prattsville town supervisor; and Greene County Paramedics Board members Prattsville Fire Chief Jim Dymond and Prattsville 
Hose Company President Dave Rikard.
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18 – No school, Cairo-Durham CSD, returned un-
used snow day
21 – Court, Town of Durham, 3:30 p.m.
22 – Poetry Group Online, 6:30–8 p.m., Rensselaer-
ville Library, meets the second and fourth Tues-
day of each month. For more information about 
the group and invitations to the online meetings, 
visit https://www.rensselaervillelibrary.org/poet-
ry-group.html 
22 – Living Environment Regents Exam, Greenville 
Central School District
23 – Algebra I Regents Exam, Greenville Central 
School District
23 – 5th Grade Advancement , 9-10 a.m., Greenville 
Central School District, Ellis Auditorium
24 – Physical Setting/Earth Science Regents Exam, 
Greenville Central School District

24 -- Drawing Using Live Model, from  4:30 a.m. to  
7:30 p.m., Cairo Public Library, with Ruth Leonard. 
For teens/adults. Register at 518-622-9864.
24 – 8th Grade Moving Up Ceremony, 9-10 a.m., 
Greenville Central School District, HS/MS Audito-
rium
25 -- No school, Cairo-Durham CSD, returned un-
used snow day
25 – HS Graduation, 6-7 p.m., Greenville Central 
School District
25 – Graduation, 6:30-7:30 p.m., Cairo-Durham CSD
26 – HS Graduation, Rain date, 9-10 a.m., Greenville 
Central School District, HS/MS Auditorium
28 – Court, Town of Durham, 3:30 p.m.
28 – Board of Education Business Meeting, Green-
ville Central School District, MS/HS Library

For over 30 years, the Carver Company’s Core Competencies consist of General & Marine Construction, Sand and Gravel Mining, Property Management, Port, Stevedoring, Termi-
nal & Warehouse Management, Maritime and Logistics, and Tug and Barge Marine Towing. 

We strive to inspire our diverse, well-rounded work force and management team to always perform at the highest levels of safety and professionalism. We deliver service by main-
taining a reputation where our unquestionable Values of honesty and integrity drive our actions on and o�  the job.

494 Western Turnpike, Altamont, NY  •  Phone: 518.355.6034 • www.carvercompanies.com

JUNE 2021

Route 23  |  Hudson, NY  |  518-828-4181  |  SUNYcgcc.edu  |  

GO
  BIG

Let’s Go Together, #CoGreene!

Randy Dunham ‘19
Social Science - Psychology Major 
Haines Falls, N.Y.

ARE THE FIRST IN THEIR FAMILIES TO 
ATTEND COLLEGE.

400current 
C-GCC 
Students

MORE THAN

By Melanie Lekocevic 
Courtesy of Columbia-Greene Media 

CATSKILL — A Saugerties woman 
pleaded not guilty Friday to second-degree 
murder following the stabbing death of a 
Cairo woman.

 Amber C. Akins, 40, of Saugerties, was 
arraigned Friday in Greene County Court be-

fore Judge Terry J. Wilhelm and pleaded not 
guilty to second-degree murder, a class A-1 
felony, Greene County District Attorney Jo-
seph Stanzione said in a statement. 

Akins was arrested May 14 by state po-
lice in connection with the stabbing death of 
Crystal L. Borne, 39, of Cairo. 

State police responded to the Lake Mills 
Apartments, 53 Lake Mills Road, Cairo, af-

ter receiving a report that a woman had been 
stabbed, Troop F Public Information Offi cer 
Trooper Steven Nevel said May 14. 

Akins and Borne knew each other, Nevel 
said following the arrest. 

Bail was set Friday at $500,000 cash or 
$1 million bond or $1.5 million with a par-
tially secured bond at 10 percent, Stanzione 
said Friday. 

“This crime amounts to a senseless, bru-
tal and violent act which took the life of an-
other individual,” Stanzione said. 

Akins faces a maximum sentence of 15 
years to life in prison if convicted. The case 
has been rescheduled for a conference June 
21, Stanzione said.

Woman pleads not guilty to murder charge

The Greenville Pioneer wants to 
hear from you. Send information 

about upcoming events and news to 
news@greenvillepioneer.com. 

For information and questions, 
please call 518-366-9918. 

WE WANT TO HEAR 
FROM YOU!

This week, winners from the 
Greene County Rural Health 
Network’s 9th Annual Biggest 
Loser contest were announced.  
The FREE contest began 16 
weeks ago with participants 
weighing in at different loca-
tions throughout Greene Coun-
ty.  Over the course of the con-
test participants were provided 
with healthy tips on nutrition, 
exercise, stress reduction and 

much more.  Virtual clinics, 
ZOOM exercise classes and a 
Facebook community provided 
participants with the support 
they needed to reach their goals.  
Despite the additional challeng-
es COVID presented, the con-
test concluded with over 150 
fi nishers losing a cumulative 
total of over 1600lbs.

As a registered dietician 
working at Hannaford super-

markets and promoting it’s 
Healthy Living Program, Pa-
tricia Wukitsch is one of the 
experts involved with Biggest 
Loser “I educate shoppers that 
weight loss is a journey, not a 
destination and it’s never too 
late to get on track.  We have 
been pleased to partner with 
Biggest Loser and congratulate 
all of this year’s participants!”  
Jeremy Newkirk of Leeds was 
one of the contest’s big winners.  
Of the contest he says, “When 
I started this in February, I was 
as heavy as I had ever been 

and was losing the ability to do 
things that everyone takes for 
granted like tying your shoes…
this competition has jumpstart-
ed my drive and the results have 
made me want it more.  The re-
sults work so I’m sticking with 
it…My goal is 170lbs.  And I 
will achieve my goal.”

The contest awards cash 
prizes to the top three winners 
in two different categories, To-
tal Pounds lost and Highest Per-
centage.  Those winners were…

Total LBS Lost
Jeremy Newkirk of Leeds

Michael Riley of Coxsackie
Makenzie Higgins of Leeds

Highest Percentage Lost 
Jackie Reese of Catskill
Chris Reiker of Catskill

Stephen Mancuso of Cairo

The Biggest Loser con-
test is in line with the Greene 
County Rural Health Network’s 
(GCRHN) Healthy Weight Ini-
tiative that aims to promote 
healthy weight among Greene 
County residents through exer-
cise opportunities and healthier 
food options. 

GREENE COUNTY RESIDENTS LOSE OVER 1600LBS DESPITE COVID’S CHALLENGES
Over 150 Greene County Residents complete 

the 2021 Biggest Loser Contest
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Police Blotter
Editor’s Note: A charge is not a con-
viction. All persons listed are innocent 
until proven guilty in a court of law. 
Charges can be amended or dismissed.

STATE POLICE
■ Steven R. Gogger, 44, of Ath-

ens, was arrested at 3:02 p.m. May 
26, in Coxsackie and charged with 
third-degree rape, a class E felony; 
fi rst-degree rape, a class B felony; 
two counts of third-degree crim-
inal sexual act, a class E felony; 
two counts of fi rst-degree criminal 
sexual act, a class B felony; and 
fi rst-degree sexual abuse, a class 
D felony. His arrestee status is un-
known. 

■ Melissa Saccoccie, 40, of 
Coxsackie, was arrested at 11:43 
a.m. May 26 in Cairo and charged 
with seventh-degree criminal pos-
session of a controlled substance, 
a class A misdemeanor; second-de-

gree criminal use of drug parapher-
nalia, a class A misdemeanor; and 
driving while intoxicated, an un-
classifi ed misdemeanor. She was 
issued an appearance ticket. 

■ John T. Nolty, 63, of Westkill, 
was arrested at 10:14 a.m. May 26, 
in Lexington, and charged with 
second-degree criminal tampering, 
a class A misdemeanor; third-de-
gree grand larceny, a class D felo-
ny; and theft of services, a class A 
misdemeanor. He was issued an 
appearance ticket. 

■ Robert G. Fortunato, 51, of 
Albany, was arrested at 8:26 p.m. 
May 26, in Coxsackie, and charged 
with two counts of seventh-degree 
criminal possession of a controlled 
substance, a class A misdemeanor, 
and driving while ability impaired 
by drugs, an unclassifi ed misde-
meanor. He was issued an appear-

ance ticket. 
■ David Graham, 36, of Alba-

ny, was arrested at 9:54 a.m. May 
28 in Cairo and charged with, three 
counts of third-degree criminal pos-
session of a controlled substance, 
and three counts of third-degree 
criminal sale of a controlled sub-
stance, both are class B felonies. 
He was held.

■ Von E. Flierl, 31, of Hanna-
croix was arrested at 9 p.m. May 
28 in New Baltimore and charged 
with driving while intoxicated, an 
unclassifi ed misdemeanor. He was 
issued an appearance ticket. 

n Angel Ramos, 30, of Round 
Top was arrested at 4:15 p.m. May 
29 in Catskill, and charged with 
second-degree criminal possession 
of a forged instrument, a class D 
felony. He was issued an appear-
ance ticket. 

■ Deborah A. Cox, 52, of Mas-
peth was arrested at 12:35 a.m. 
May 30 in Durham, and charged 
with driving while intoxicated and 
driving while intoxicated per se; 
both unclassifi ed misdemeanors. 
She was issued an appearance tick-
et. 

■ Michael R. Harris, 33 of 
Catskill was arrested at 1:07 a.m. 
May 31 in Coxsackie, and charged 
with seventh-degree criminal pos-
session of a controlled substance, 
a class A misdemeanor. He was is-
sued an appearance ticket 

■ Joseph M. Sloyan, 30, of 
Catskill was arrested at 2:36 a.m. 
June 1 in Catskill, and charged with 
two counts of seventh-degree crim-
inal possession of a controlled sub-
stance, a class A misdemeanor, and 
third-degree criminal possession of 

a weapon, a class D felony. He was 
issued an appearance ticket. 

■ Alexandra R. Maben, 28, of 
Freehold, was arrested at 8:25 p.m. 
May 31 in Greenville and charged 
with fi rst-degree aggravated unli-
censed operation, a class E felony, 
operating vehicle while registration 
suspended or revoked an unclassi-
fi ed misdemeanor, driving while 
intoxicated, an unclassifi ed misde-
meanor, aggravated driving while 
intoxicated per se, and unclassifi ed 
misdemeanor. She was issued an 
appearance ticket. 

■ Shannon C. Elberth, 48, of 
Coxsackie, was arrested at 11:57 
p.m. May 31 in Athens and charged 
with seventh-degree criminal pos-
session of a controlled substance, 
a class A misdemeanor, and sec-
ond-degree criminal use of drug 
paraphernalia, a class A misde-
meanor. She was issued an appear-
ance ticket. 

■ Kimberly Lynn Ridel, 50, of 
Cairo, was arrested at 9:16 p.m. 
June 1 in Preston Hollow, and 
charged with the manufacturing of 
drug-related paraphernalia, a class 
A misdemeanor, two counts of sev-
enth-degree criminal possession of 
a controlled substance, a class A 
misdemeanor, fi rst-degree aggra-
vated unlicensed operation a class 
E felony, driving while ability im-
paired by drugs, a class E felony 
and using a vehicle without ignition 
interlock, a class A misdemeanor. 
She was issued an appearance tick-
et

■ Frankly Lambe, 27, of Cox-
sackie was arrested at 1:32 p.m. 
June 2 in Coxsackie, and charged 
with fi rst-degree promoting prison 

contraband, a class D felony. He 
was held. 

■ Dominick C. Forezzi, 26, of 
Valatie was arrested at 3:21 p.m. 
June 2 in Coxsackie and charged 
with, two counts of seventh-degree 
criminal possession of a controlled 
substance, a class A misdemeanor. 
He was issued an appearance tick-
et. 

■ David K. Laux, 43, of West 
Coxsackie was arrested at 9:42 p.m. 
June 3 in Coxsackie, and charged 
with driving while intoxicated and 
driving while intoxicated per se, 
both unclassifi ed misdemeanors. 
He was issued an appearance ticket 

■ Joshua N. Lambert, 22, of 
West Coxsackie was arrested at 
12:43 a.m. June 4 in New Balti-
more and charged with driving 
while intoxicated and driving while 
intoxicated per se, both unclassifi ed 
misdemeanors. He was issued an 
appearance ticket. 

CATSKILL POLICE
■ Eliexer Sanchez, 47, of 

Catskill was arrested at 9:15 p.m. 
May 31 in Catskill and charged 
with third-degree aggravated un-
licensed operation, an unclassifi ed 
misdemeanor. 

■ Trevor R. Sisson, 19, of East 
Berne, was arrested at 1:45 p.m. 
May 29 in Greenville and charged 
with resisting arrest, a class A mis-
demeanor, second-degree obstruct-
ing governmental administration, a 
class A misdemeanor, and third-de-
gree aggravated unlicensed opera-
tion unclassifi ed misdemeanor.
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Police Blotter
Editor’s Note: A charge is not a 
conviction. All persons listed are 
innocent until proven guilty in 
a court of law. Charges can be 
amended or dismissed.

n James Rancourt, 37, of 
Acra was arrested April 30 and 
charged with second-degree 
burglary, a felony, fifth degree 
criminal possession of stolen 
property, a misdemeanor, and 
fourth degree criminal posses-
sion of a weapon, a misdemean-
or. He is scheduled to appear in 
Cairo Town Court.
n Matthew D. Rinaldo, 25, 

of Freehold, was arrested April 
19 in Catskill and charged with 
operating a motor vehicle with 
a blood-alcohol content greater 
than 0.08% and driving while 
intoxicated, both unclassified 
misdemeanors. He was issued 
an appearance ticket.
n Robert E. Lambert, 31, of 

Cairo, was arrested April 21 in 
Cairo and charged with first-de-
gree criminal contempt and ag-
gravated family offense, both 
class E felonies. He was held.
n Connie M. Akersloot, 61, 

of Leeds, was arrested April 16 
in Cairo and charged with vio-
lating environmental conserva-
tion laws, an unclassified mis-
demeanor. She was issued an 
appearance ticket.
n Danielle S. McKenna, 38, 

of Cairo, was arrested April 22 
in Cairo and charged with sev-
enth-degree criminal posses-
sion of a controlled substance, 
a class A misdemeanor. She was 
issued an appearance ticket.
n Katie S. Stein, 28, of West 

Coxsackie, was arrested April 
22 in Athens and charged with 
driving while ability impaired 
by alcohol and driving while 
intoxicated, both unclassified 
misdemeanors. She was issued 
an appearance ticket.
n Melissa A. Moon, 42, of 

Cairo, was arrested April 17 in 
Cairo and charged with aggra-
vated unlicensed operation of a 
motor vehicle, an unclassified 
misdemeanor; failure to obey a 
traffic device, an equipment vio-
lation, and using her turn signal 
less than 100 feet from a turn, 
all infractions. She was issued 

an appearance ticket.
n Michael Manchur, Jr., 54, 

of Freehold, was arrested April 
22 in Freehold and charged with 
third-degree criminal mischief, 
a class E felony; resisting arrest 
and second-degree obstruction 
of governmental administration, 
both class A misdemeanors; and 
disorderly conduct, a violation. 
He was issued an appearance 
ticket.
n Rhett B. Butler, 36, of 

Albany, was arrested April 22 
in New Baltimore and charged 
with petty larceny, a class A 
misdemeanor and third-degree 
criminal trespass, a class B mis-
demeanor. He was issued an ap-
pearance ticket.
n Laurent Danthine, 47, 

of Sloansville, was arrested 
April 22 in New Baltimore 
and charged with petty larce-
ny, a class A misdemeanor, and 
third-degree criminal trespass, 
a class B misdemeanor. He was 
issued an appearance ticket.
n Robert E. Lambert, 31, of 

Cairo, was arrested April 25 in 
Cairo and charged with first-de-
gree criminal contempt and ag-
gravated family offense, both 
class E felonies. He was issued 
an appearance ticket.
n Anthony J. Beaudoin, 45, 

of Coxsackie, was arrested April 
25 in Coxsackie and charged 
with operating a motor vehicle 
with a blood-alcohol content 
greater than 0.08% with a prior 
conviction, a class E felony, and 
driving while intoxicated, an 
unclassified misdemeanor. He 
was issued an appearance ticket.
n Austin T. Hollister, 21, of 

Purling, was arrested at 3:30 
a.m. April 27 in Saugerties and 
charged with operation of a mo-
tor vehicle while impaired by 
drugs, an unclassified misde-
meanor. He was issued an ap-
pearance ticket.

AMERIPRISE FINANCIAL SERVICES, INC.
5 Palisades Dr. Ste.320  |  Albany, NY 12205

Not all financial companies are the same.
Ameriprise financial advisors have access to a wide selection of products 

and services including investment products, insurance, brokerage services 
and other solutions to help you meet your needs for education savings, 

protection, estate planning, retirement and more.

RECOGNIZED INDUSTRY LEADER

www.Ameripriseadvisors.com/team/sm-miller-associates/resources

O: 518.458.7200 x 109  |  F: 518.458.7201  |  M: 518.337.0898

UNITED
WITH YOU

During these challenging 
times, you can rely on your 
newspaper to provide 
details about any resources 
that may be available 
to assist those who are 
vulnerable and in-need.

Together we help one another.
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Better TV  
Our Promise to You

Offer expires 7/15/20. Restrictions apply. Call for details.

Smart HD DVR included.

AMERICA’S TOP 120

Great entertainment 
with a local touch.

190 $5999/mo.
Channels

HI-TECH ADVISERS
(888) 729-4907
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Police Blotter
Editor’s Note: A charge is not a 
conviction. All persons listed are 
innocent until proven guilty in 
a court of law. Charges can be 
amended or dismissed.

n James Rancourt, 37, of 
Acra was arrested April 30 and 
charged with second-degree 
burglary, a felony, fifth degree 
criminal possession of stolen 
property, a misdemeanor, and 
fourth degree criminal posses-
sion of a weapon, a misdemean-
or. He is scheduled to appear in 
Cairo Town Court.
n Matthew D. Rinaldo, 25, 

of Freehold, was arrested April 
19 in Catskill and charged with 
operating a motor vehicle with 
a blood-alcohol content greater 
than 0.08% and driving while 
intoxicated, both unclassified 
misdemeanors. He was issued 
an appearance ticket.
n Robert E. Lambert, 31, of 

Cairo, was arrested April 21 in 
Cairo and charged with first-de-
gree criminal contempt and ag-
gravated family offense, both 
class E felonies. He was held.
n Connie M. Akersloot, 61, 

of Leeds, was arrested April 16 
in Cairo and charged with vio-
lating environmental conserva-
tion laws, an unclassified mis-
demeanor. She was issued an 
appearance ticket.
n Danielle S. McKenna, 38, 

of Cairo, was arrested April 22 
in Cairo and charged with sev-
enth-degree criminal posses-
sion of a controlled substance, 
a class A misdemeanor. She was 
issued an appearance ticket.
n Katie S. Stein, 28, of West 

Coxsackie, was arrested April 
22 in Athens and charged with 
driving while ability impaired 
by alcohol and driving while 
intoxicated, both unclassified 
misdemeanors. She was issued 
an appearance ticket.
n Melissa A. Moon, 42, of 

Cairo, was arrested April 17 in 
Cairo and charged with aggra-
vated unlicensed operation of a 
motor vehicle, an unclassified 
misdemeanor; failure to obey a 
traffic device, an equipment vio-
lation, and using her turn signal 
less than 100 feet from a turn, 
all infractions. She was issued 

an appearance ticket.
n Michael Manchur, Jr., 54, 

of Freehold, was arrested April 
22 in Freehold and charged with 
third-degree criminal mischief, 
a class E felony; resisting arrest 
and second-degree obstruction 
of governmental administration, 
both class A misdemeanors; and 
disorderly conduct, a violation. 
He was issued an appearance 
ticket.
n Rhett B. Butler, 36, of 

Albany, was arrested April 22 
in New Baltimore and charged 
with petty larceny, a class A 
misdemeanor and third-degree 
criminal trespass, a class B mis-
demeanor. He was issued an ap-
pearance ticket.
n Laurent Danthine, 47, 

of Sloansville, was arrested 
April 22 in New Baltimore 
and charged with petty larce-
ny, a class A misdemeanor, and 
third-degree criminal trespass, 
a class B misdemeanor. He was 
issued an appearance ticket.
n Robert E. Lambert, 31, of 

Cairo, was arrested April 25 in 
Cairo and charged with first-de-
gree criminal contempt and ag-
gravated family offense, both 
class E felonies. He was issued 
an appearance ticket.
n Anthony J. Beaudoin, 45, 

of Coxsackie, was arrested April 
25 in Coxsackie and charged 
with operating a motor vehicle 
with a blood-alcohol content 
greater than 0.08% with a prior 
conviction, a class E felony, and 
driving while intoxicated, an 
unclassified misdemeanor. He 
was issued an appearance ticket.
n Austin T. Hollister, 21, of 

Purling, was arrested at 3:30 
a.m. April 27 in Saugerties and 
charged with operation of a mo-
tor vehicle while impaired by 
drugs, an unclassified misde-
meanor. He was issued an ap-
pearance ticket.

AMERIPRISE FINANCIAL SERVICES, INC.
5 Palisades Dr. Ste.320  |  Albany, NY 12205

Not all financial companies are the same.
Ameriprise financial advisors have access to a wide selection of products 

and services including investment products, insurance, brokerage services 
and other solutions to help you meet your needs for education savings, 

protection, estate planning, retirement and more.

RECOGNIZED INDUSTRY LEADER

www.Ameripriseadvisors.com/team/sm-miller-associates/resources
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UNITED
WITH YOU

During these challenging 
times, you can rely on your 
newspaper to provide 
details about any resources 
that may be available 
to assist those who are 
vulnerable and in-need.

Together we help one another.

Send us your church listing!
news@greenville

pioneer.com

TCB Energy, LLC
FUEL OIL, DIESEL & KEROSENE

Joseph DeGennaro, Owner 
WESTERLO, NY

Call us for pricing 
and delivery schedule

Family Owned & Operated

QUALITY FUELS AT 
AFFORDABLE PRICES

518-708-4820518-708-4820
OR OR 518-470-8334518-470-8334

24 HOUR BURNER SERVICE

Refreshments will be served!  
Be entered to win a flat-screenTV if you fill out 

an application and interview on the spot!

OPEN INTERVIEWS

Please use our visitors’ entrance facing Wicker Street

Wednesday, June 23, 4-7 pm
Thursday, June 24, 1-4 pm

Career opportunities for:
• CNA’s (Not certified? No problem. 

We provide FREE, paid on-site training - become a 
Support Aide and join our class!)

• Resident Care Assistants (Elderwood Village at Ticonderoga)
• Activities Leaders
• Dining Services Associates
• RN Unit Manager
• RN Staff Educator
• LPN’s
• Recreational Therapist

We offer:
• Competitive Wages
• Health / Dental/Vision Insurance
• Generous Paid Time Off
• Tuition Assistance (ask us about our STAR Program!)
• Robust Employee Referral Program
• Point-earning employee reward program - redeem for prizes
• A Team Focused Culture

Elderwood at Ticonderoga

Online applications available at 
www.elderwoodcareers.com

Immediate on-site interviews and conditional job offers

Elderwood at Ticonderoga 
(518) 585-6771

Join us for Coffee, Cookies 
and Conversation
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Come and meet Janice, Lynn, Gail and Vickie
And welcome new stylist, Brittney Blake to our team.

4841 State Route 81, Greenville, NY  12083
518-966-8349

Jan’s Country Cuts

Grand Opening

Thursday, November 14TH

9:30am-5:00pm

Janice Mahoney, new owner of 
Jan’s Country Cuts, in Greenville

would like to invite you to their grand opening!

Normal hours Wednesday-Saturdays  Opens at 9:30am

REFRESHMENTS WILL BE SERVED — ALL ARE WELCOME!
Come and meet Janice, Lynn, Gail and Vickie!

4841 State Route 81, Greenville, NY  12083
518-966-8349

Jan’s Country Cuts

Grand Opening

Thursday, November 14TH

9:30am-5:00pm

Janice Mahoney, new owner of 
Jan’s Country Cuts, in Greenville

would like to invite you to their grand opening!

Normal hours Wednesday-Saturdays  9:30am-5:00pm

EFRESHMENTS WILL BE SERVED LL ARE WELCOME

HAIRCUTS • HIGHLIGHTING • WAXING • COLOR 
PERM/BODY WAVE • SPECIAL OCCASIONS

The future of our country depends 
on the ability of journalists to 
provide the public with 
investigative journalism.

Help show your support for quality,
investigative journalism:

Donate to the International
Consortium of Investigative
Journalists today

https://donate.icij.org/

Real, Reputable, 
Trusted. Your News 
Media.

www.newsmediaalliance.org 

THIS PUBLICATION 
SUPPORTS REAL 
NEWS.

THE PUBLIC NEEDS THE TRUTH;
NOT SOCIAL MEDIA HEADLINES & FAKE NEWS.

#SupportRealNews

www.franciscoequipment.com      518-756-2116
2154 Rt. 9W / P.O. Box 279 • Ravena, NY  12143-0279

We Carry Chippewa Boots &
 Georgia Steel Toe Work Boots

Construction and 
Industrial Equipment

Come and meet Janice, Lynn, Gail and Vickie
And welcome new stylist, Brittney Blake to our team.

Grand Opening

Thursday, November 14TH

9:30am-5:00pm

Janice Mahoney, new owner of 
Jan’s Country Cuts, in Greenville

would like to invite you to their grand opening!

REFRESHMENTS WILL BE SERVED — ALL ARE WELCOME!

4841 State Route 81, Greenville, NY  12083
518-966-8349

Jan’s Country Cuts

Grand Opening

Thursday, November 14TH

9:30am-5:00pm

Janice Mahoney, new owner of 
Jan’s Country Cuts, in Greenville

would like to invite you to their grand opening!

Normal hours Wednesday-Saturdays  9:30am-5:00pm

EFRESHMENTS WILL BE SERVED LL ARE WELCOME
Dr. Dorothy Urschel

HUDSON – Columbia Memo-
rial Health last week announced 
the selection of Dorothy M. Ur-
schel as its new chief operating 
officer. 

Dr. Urschel is an experienced 
health care executive who has 
held senior clinical and admin-
istrative leadership posts in nu-
merous health care organizations, 
most recently at St. Peter’s Health 
Partners as vice president of oper-
ations and chief nursing officer at 
Albany Memorial Hospital, and 
vice president of Cardiac and Vas-
cular Services.

An accomplished clinician, 
administrator and academic, Ur-
schel is an acute care and family 
nurse practitioner. She also holds 
a master’s degree in business ad-
ministration. She replaces Karen 
Tassey, who retired after serving 
as CMH’s chief operating officer 
for the past seven years. 

“Dorothy Urschel is a dynam-
ic leader and highly experienced 
caregiver who has consistently 
demonstrated an ability to lead 
and succeed with a ‘patient first’ 
perspective,” said CMH Presi-
dent and CEO Jay P. Cahalan. 
“The complexities of health care 
system operations are numerous, 
but the imperative remains that 
all of our efforts are centered on 
delivering high-quality and com-
passionate care to our patients. 
Dorothy will be a key player in 
our commitment to that mission.”

In addition to her clinical and 

administrative leadership posts 
at St. Peter’s, Dr. Urschel has 
held leadership positions at West-
chester Medical Center, Kaleida 
Health and Roswell Park Cancer 
Institute, among others. An aca-
demic leader and teacher, she has 
served as an associate professor, 
adjunct faculty member and clin-
ical speaker at leading schools of 
nursing.

“Columbia Memorial Health 
has evolved to become a compre-
hensive health care provider for 
Columbia and Greene Counties,” 
Urschel said. “And being a part 
of the Albany Med Health System 
provides unparalleled access to an 
expansive array of specialty care 
services. I’m very excited to be 
part of a caring and highly experi-
enced team of professionals.” 

Columbia Memorial 
Health announces  

new COO
Dorothy Urschel to join executive 

leadership team
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AUTO & 
TIRE SERVICE

Proudly Serving Our Community For Four Generations

518-756-3127
(Fax) 518-756-2900
info@CA-Albright.com 
www.ca-albright.com

GARAGE LOCATION: 

13640 Route 9W 
(Corner of 9W & 144) 

Hannacroix, NY 12087

Monday - Friday: 8am - 5pm • Saturday: 8am - Noon

• Full service Garage
• Alignment, Brakes, 
     Shocks, Transmision, 
     Diagnostics
• Firefi ghters “Thank You” 
     discount — 10% off 
     auto service

Buy 4 Continental
or General Tires

Get FREE Rotation
for ONE YEAR when 
you come in for an 

Oil Change

HEATING 
&  COOLING 

SYSTEMS
• Upgrading to energy-
     effi cient systems can save 
     you up to 30% on your 
     utility bills’
• Boiler, Hot Air, A/C 
     & Heat Pump Systems
• Service support 
     unparalleled in area
• The latest, greatest 
     Greenest technology 
     available
• Rebates available on 
     select systems
• Both York and Trio have 
     quiet, effi cient burners

FUEL OIL
• Consistently Low Prices
• 24-Hour Emergency 
     Service
• Flexible Budget Plans
• Automatic Delivery - Worry 
     and hassle free!
• Professional, Dependable 
     and courteous drivers
• Clean and Effi cient 
     High-Grade Heating Oil

Formula for success 
is very simple!  

Low Prices + Quality Fuel Oil
+ Great Service = 

HAPPY CUSTOMERS!

Facebook.com/CAAlbrights • Convenient Online Bill Pay

HEATING &  COOLING SYSTEMS
• Upgrading to energy-e�  cient systems can save you up to 30% on your utility bills’ 
• Boiler, Hot Air, A/C & Heat Pump Systems
• Service support unparalleled in area
• The latest, greatest Greenest technology available
• Rebates available on select systems
• Both York and Trio have quiet, e�  cient burners

FUEL OIL
• Consistently Low Prices
• 24-Hour Emergency Service • Flexible Budget Plans
• Automatic Delivery - Worry and hassle free!
• Professional, Dependable and courteous drivers
• Clean and E�  cient High-Grade Heating Oil

AUTO & 
TIRE SERVICE

Proudly Serving Our Community For Four Generations

518-756-3127
(Fax) 518-756-2900
info@CA-Albright.com 
www.ca-albright.com

GARAGE LOCATION: 

13640 Route 9W 
(Corner of 9W & 144) 

Hannacroix, NY 12087

Monday - Friday: 8am - 5pm • Saturday: 8am - Noon

• Full service Garage
• Alignment, Brakes, 
     Shocks, Transmision, 
     Diagnostics
• Firefi ghters “Thank You” 
     discount — 10% off 
     auto service

Buy 4 Continental
or General Tires

Get FREE Rotation
for ONE YEAR when 
you come in for an 

Oil Change

HEATING 
&  COOLING 

SYSTEMS
• Upgrading to energy-
     effi cient systems can save 
     you up to 30% on your 
     utility bills’
• Boiler, Hot Air, A/C 
     & Heat Pump Systems
• Service support 
     unparalleled in area
• The latest, greatest 
     Greenest technology 
     available
• Rebates available on 
     select systems
• Both York and Trio have 
     quiet, effi cient burners

FUEL OIL
• Consistently Low Prices
• 24-Hour Emergency 
     Service
• Flexible Budget Plans
• Automatic Delivery - Worry 
     and hassle free!
• Professional, Dependable 
     and courteous drivers
• Clean and Effi cient 
     High-Grade Heating Oil

Formula for success 
is very simple!  

Low Prices + Quality Fuel Oil
+ Great Service = 

HAPPY CUSTOMERS!

Facebook.com/CAAlbrights • Convenient Online Bill Pay

AUTO & TIRE SERVICE
• Full service Garage
• Alignment, Brakes, Shocks, 
    Transmission, Diagnostics
• Fire� ghters “Thank You” discount — 
   10% o�  auto service

AUTO & 
TIRE SERVICE

Proudly Serving Our Community For Four Generations

518-756-3127
(Fax) 518-756-2900
info@CA-Albright.com 
www.ca-albright.com

GARAGE LOCATION: 

13640 Route 9W 
(Corner of 9W & 144) 

Hannacroix, NY 12087

Monday - Friday: 8am - 5pm • Saturday: 8am - Noon

• Full service Garage
• Alignment, Brakes, 
     Shocks, Transmision, 
     Diagnostics
• Firefi ghters “Thank You” 
     discount — 10% off 
     auto service

Buy 4 Continental
or General Tires

Get FREE Rotation
for ONE YEAR when 
you come in for an 

Oil Change

HEATING 
&  COOLING 

SYSTEMS
• Upgrading to energy-
     effi cient systems can save 
     you up to 30% on your 
     utility bills’
• Boiler, Hot Air, A/C 
     & Heat Pump Systems
• Service support 
     unparalleled in area
• The latest, greatest 
     Greenest technology 
     available
• Rebates available on 
     select systems
• Both York and Trio have 
     quiet, effi cient burners

FUEL OIL
• Consistently Low Prices
• 24-Hour Emergency 
     Service
• Flexible Budget Plans
• Automatic Delivery - Worry 
     and hassle free!
• Professional, Dependable 
     and courteous drivers
• Clean and Effi cient 
     High-Grade Heating Oil

Formula for success 
is very simple!  

Low Prices + Quality Fuel Oil
+ Great Service = 

HAPPY CUSTOMERS!

Facebook.com/CAAlbrights • Convenient Online Bill Pay

WE ACCEPT

BUY 2
GET 1
FREE

and

Infrared 
FIT Bodywrap® 

Benefits can include weight loss, 
cellulite reduction, pain relief, 
relaxation, skin rejuvenation, 

and detoxification!

Tanning
One Month Package

Tanning made 
easy and hassle-free. 

We have both a 
tanning bed and a booth.

BUY 2
GET 1
FREE

and

(518) 731-2559

Salon 255 LTD is a state of the art salon offering a full menu of services 
in a warm and luxurious atmosphere. Our professional, friendly staff 
are trained in the latest trends and are always advancing their 
education. In an industry that is forever changing, it is our priority to 
always provide a superior experience!

With a variety of offerings and services to choose from, we’re sure you 
will be happy working with us. We are looking forward to working with 
you and helping you look fabulous!

TUESDAY-FRIDAY 10am-6pm
SATURDAY 9am-2pm

SUNDAY Closed
MONDAY Closed

You look fabulous!
SALON 255 LTD

salon255ltd.com

255 Mansion Street
Coxsackie, NY

Specials

“Journalism keeps you planted in the earth.”

#SupportRealNews

- Ray Bradbury

Help us out with a future story. Are 
you thinking of  taking a vacation? 

Where are you going? Are you trav-
eling to a COVID-postponed destina-
tion or a new one? Share your plans 

by sending an email to 
news@greenvillepioneer.com. Be 

sure to include your phone number. 

For information and questions, 
please call 518-366-9918. 

(We need to have announcements 
at least two weeks in advance.)

WE WANT TO HEAR 
FROM YOU!

Obituaries
Margaret Johannesen

GREENVILLE - Margaret 
Johannesen, 94, passed away 
May 21st, 2021, peacefully 
at home, surrounded by her 
family. She was the daughter 
of the late Arne and Gerda 
(Haneberg) Brambo.

Margaret was born in Brook-
lyn, New York, June 3, 1926. 
During the Great Depression 
she returned to Norway with 
her mother and sister, re-
joining her father in Brooklyn 
several years later, speaking 
only Norwegian.

She married Morten Johan-
nesen on January 17, 1947, 
raising their three sons and 
eventually settled in Green-
ville, New York. There they 
joined Morten’s father and 
extended family, enjoying 
many years of parties, picnics, 
and trips. Family was central 
to Margaret. She was deeply 
involved in her children’s and 
grandchildren’s lives, never 
missing an opportunity to 
babysit or to lend a helping 
hand.

She had a deep apprecia-
tion of her Norwegian her-
itage, and was a founding 
member of the Greenville 
chapter of the Sons of Norway, 
the Fram Lodge. 

Margaret’s outgoing nature, 
her smile, and infectious 
laugh were greatly appreciat-
ed by many and will be sorely 
missed.

In addition to her parents, 
she was predeceased by her 
brother, Conrad, and her hus-
band Morten. She is survived 
by her sister, Dorothy Green of 
Simi Valley CA, her three sons 
Steven (the late Rose), Robert 

(Marianne), David (Jane); 
grandchildren Eric (Courtney), 
Christopher (partner Nicole), 
Andrew (Jessica), Alissa (part-
ner Lucas), and many nieces 
and nephews. 

In lieu of fl owers, memorial 
donations can be made to 
Community Hospice of Co-
lumbia/Greene, 47 Liberty 
Street, Catskill, NY 12414 
or at communityhospice.org, 
or to Resurrection Lutheran 
Church, P.O. Box 563, Cairo, 
NY, 12413 or at rlc.life, with 
great appreciation. 

There will be a private 
service at a later date. Con-
dolence page is available at 
ajcunninghamfh.com.

Margaret Johannesen

For more information and to book your ad please contact:
Warren Dews Jr. 413-212-0130 or wdewsjr@gmail.com

This is a way a business 
can speak to readers. 
Talk about their team and 
how important the local 
community is to them. Tell 
readers about some key 
points they might not know 
about them. Reconnect 
with their customers and/or 
connect with new ones.

Get To Know
This is a 5-10 minute 
segment on a specific topic 
that can help our readers. 

For example:
What is the best way to
save money? How to
grow vegetables indoors?
How to keep out the cold?

Ask the Expert

We will interview people 
throughout the year
to get to know each other.
We will also use this for key
leaders in the market so
people can know the real
person behind the desk.

Meet Your 
Neighbor

Community 
Conversations

presents

“Journalism keeps you planted in the earth.”

#SupportRealNews

- Ray Bradbury
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By David Lee Drotar
The Greenville Pioneer 

In his 1859 book “On the Or-
igin of Species,” Charles Darwin 
wrote, “There are two varieties 
of the wolf inhabiting the Catskill 
Mountains, in the United States, 
one with a light greyhound-like 
form, which pursues deer, and the 
other more bulky, with shorter legs, 
which more frequently attacks the 
shepherd’s fl ocks.”

Based on modern genetic stud-
ies, it now appears that Darwin 
may have been describing two 
subspecies of wolves, rather than 
different species. But wolves have 
not been seen or heard in the wild 
in New York for over one hundred 
years. If the trend of wildlife rein-
troduction carried out in other parts 
of the United States continues how-
ever, the animals may eventually 
roam through Northeastern forests.

Some New York lawmakers 
want to set the stage for that to hap-
pen. On January 5, 2021, one day 
after the wolf was delisted as an 
endangered species at the federal 
level, Long Island Senators Todd 
Kaminsky and Steve Englebright 
wrote a letter to state Environmen-
tal Commissioner Basil Seggos 
asking that wolves remain on the 
state’s endangered list in order to 
protect future habitat.

Wolves once lived throughout 
the U.S., reigning as the top pred-
ator in forest ecosystems. They 
preyed upon deer and moose in the 
Northeast and primarily elk in the 
Rockies. Fearing wolves and not 
realizing the important role they 
played in nature, early European 
settlers hunted, trapped and poi-
soned the animal to near extinction. 
Bounty records show that the last 
Northeast wolf was killed in New 
York in 1897. By the 1930s, they 
were gone from all the lower 48 
states with small breeding popula-
tions surviving only in Canada and 
Alaska.

In 1995, a plan to return the 
gray wolf to Yellowstone National 
Park in Wyoming was undertaken. 
It was so successful that it has be-
come a model for other programs. 
Surprising even the biologists who 
never envisioned packs forming 
and breeding so early, the animals 
produced offspring the fi rst year, 
and have since spread. Currently, 
there are hundreds of wolves divid-
ed into different packs, each with a 
distinct territory in the greater Yel-
lowstone area.
LITTLE RED RIDING HOOD 

HAD NOTHING 
TO FEAR

Contrary to popular belief, 
wolves do not trick or ambush their 
prey. They walk right alongside it.

“Wolves are sifters and sorters,” 
according to Nathan Varley, a wild-
life biologist who grew up in the 
Yellowstone area. “They will sift 
through and identify vulnerable tar-
gets before attacking them.” Unlike 
coyotes who are very adaptable to 
civilization, wolves avoid contact 
with humans.

On a frosty January morning in 
2001, I had the opportunity to see 
several members of the Druid Peak 
pack (named for the geographic 
territory they inhabit) clustered 
around a fresh kill about 3/4 mile 
from the road. Through a scope 
and binoculars, our party watched 
the majestic animals devour their 
breakfast while ravens cruised 
overhead waiting for their turn to 
pick at the leftovers. However, 
the birds received little opportuni-
ty on this day. While most of the 
pack moved further up the valley, 
I watched two remaining wolves 
playfully chew and tug on each end 

of a bone.
Will such scenes soon be avail-

able to “wolf groupies” parked 
along Greene County highways? 
Ecologists believe that there is 
plenty of appropriate habitat and 
prey. In fact, a study from the 1990s 
calculated the number of wolves 
that the Northeast could support to 
be as many as 1,800. A 1978 U.S. 
government plan for restoration of 
the gray wolf identifi ed the Adiron-
dack region as a potential reintro-
duction point.  

Ironically, the Defenders of 
Wildlife, a nonprofi t environmental 
group with an active carnivore con-
servation agenda, was not the fi rst 
to call for a reintroduction program 
for New York due to taxonomy un-
certainties.

Meanwhile, it’s extremely dicey 
as to whether the gray wolf could 
ever return to New York, let alone 
the Catskills, on its own. Although 

some evidence of gray wolves has 
been reported in Maine and New 
Hampshire, the natural recoloniza-
tion into New York from existing 
populations in Canada has serious 
obstacles. The St. Lawrence River 
is kept open in winter for shipping, 
presenting a barricade to migration. 
Also, there is already a high mortal-
ity rate in Canada. The current pop-
ulation has little pressure to expand 
into new territories.

But the wolf is a very adapt-
able and highly intelligent animal. 
Whether it makes its way into 
New York and eventually into the 
Catskills on its own, or with as-
sistance from wildlife programs, 
seems to be only a matter of when 
and not if.

David Lee Drotar’s journalism 
and photography focuses on nature, 
environmental and cultural issues 
and his work has appeared in USA 
Today, New York Daily News, New 

York Post, Toronto Globe & Mail, 
New Orleans Times-Picayune and 
many other daily newspapers, 
magazines and online venues. He is 
also the author of seven published 
books including Steep Passages: 
A World-wide Eco-adventurer Un-

locks Nature’s Spiritual Truths.  His 
Mideast story “Nomadic Voices” 
appearing in Perceptive Travel 
was awarded the 2016 Excellence 
in Journalism Award from the In-
ternational Food, Wine & Travel 
Writers Association.

Will wolves be howling 
in the Catskills?

CONTRIBUTED PHOTOS
Contrary to popular belief, wolves do not trick or ambush their prey.

Wolves have not been seen or heard in the wild in New York for over one hundred years.

If wolves come back to the Catskills, scenes like this might be common. Wolves preyed primarily upon deer in the Northeast and elk in the Rockies.

Wolves were once the top predator in forest ecosystems in the U.S.  The last Northeast 
wolf was killed in New York in 1897. 

Might idyllic Catskill landscapes be punctuated by wolf howls in the future?

The Wolf Conservation Center aims to promote better understanding of wolves through education 
and encounters with live animals and advocates the reintroduction of wolves to wilderness areas. 
There are currently several wolves in captivity. Contact Wolf Conservation Center, 7 Buck Run, South 
Salem, NY 10590 or visit www.nywolf.org. 

WHERE TO LEARN MORE ABOUT WOLVES...

• The gray wolf, canis lupus, is the largest member of the canine family.
• Adult wolves weigh from 85 to 135 pounds.
• The gray wolf can actually be gray, tan, brown, black, white, or a mixture.
• Wolves live in social units called packs. There are two pack leaders, the alpha male and the alpha 
female.
• Within a pack, only the alpha female has pups. All adult pack members take care of the pups.
• Wolves communicate through body postures, facial expressions, scent markings and vocalizations.

FAST FACTS ABOUT WOLVES...

How is the reintroduction process actually carried out, and what 
could one expect if such a program were undertaken in New York? 
The wolves that introduced to Yellowstone came from a donor pop-
ulation in Canada. The goal was to obtain an entire pack so that a 
functioning social unit could be transplanted.

First, a single wolf was captured and radio tagged. Then it was 
released back to the same area.  his “Judas wolf” soon led the rein-
troduction team to its fellow pack members and ultimately to their 
capture as well.

Next, the team brought the wolves to Yellowstone and placed 
them in a holding pen where they remained captive for approxi-
mately two months. With a guide from the Yellowstone Association 
Institute, I made the one-mile snowshoe hike up a hillside to see 
where it all began.

Ice crystals shimmered in the morning sun, while howls of coy-
otes drifted across the valley. A herd of buffalo moved across the 
open meadow. By noon, we reached the deserted Rose Creek pen, 
a one-acre plot enclosed by chain-link fencing. We unhooked the 
latch and stepped in.

Standing inside the pen, I could easily imagine the wolves pac-
ing back and forth, gazing through the fence at the world beyond. 
There was a feeling of desolation, yet also one of joy, knowing that 
the animals left to claim their rightful place in nature.

“It’s steel and wire, but at the same time blood and sweat and a 
hell of a lot of passion,” the Institute’s Nancy Procter commented. 
“There’s a spirit that just hasn’t faded.”

WOLF MEETS WORLD...
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On what can only be described 
as a perfect day at the end of May, 
three of the four Sikule siblings 
stand together in their beautifully 
reconstructed barn in Medusa. They 
reminisce about bringing hay bales 
into what is now an open and pris-
tine space and stacking them high 
when they were children. It’s ev-
ident that they share a happy past, 
filled with work and play, and still 
enjoy each other’s company.

A BRIEF HISTORY OF 
BLUEBIRD FARM

In 1945, their father Michael 
Sikule Sr. moved from Brooklyn 
with his mother to an old farmhouse 
in Medusa. They converted it to a 
boarding house, as many did during 
that period of time, and they named 
the property Bluebird Farm. Mi-
chael met the love of his life, Julie, 
in 1953. They married and had four 
children: Carolyn, Michael, Susan, 
and Kathryn. Bluebird Farm then 
became a working farm.

In addition to working on the 
farm and as a plumber, Michael Sr. 
was a Rennselearville Town Justice 
throughout the 1960s and 1970s. He 
performed marriage ceremonies, 
often in front of the wishing well 
that still sits close to the family’s 
farmhouse. Mr. Sikule died over 38 
years ago, and Julie remained on 
the farm until she passed away on 
Thanksgiving Day 2017.

In separate phone conversations 
with each of the Sikule siblings, 
prior to our in-person meeting, one 
thing was clear: They are a family 
that values both hard work and their 
relationships with each other. They 
credit growing up on the farm with 
instilling in them both of those val-
ues. They also acknowledge that 
taking care of their mother through-
out her last years brought them to-
gether. “We worked unselfishly for 
mom’s benefit,” said Carolyn, the 
eldest. 

PRESERVING A LEGACY
The 2011 film “The Descen-

dants” tells the story of an extended 
family who jointly owns a large par-
cel of land in Hawaii, but has differ-
ing values. Their varying opinions 
as to what to do with the land set up 
the conflict in the film--money ver-
sus legacy, and expediency versus 
preservation. Their dilemma is not 
something anyone would consider 
unchallenging.

The difference between the 
characters in the film and the Siku-
le family is that the latter share the 
same underlying values. “It was a 
struggle at times, but we all want 
to keep the barn and the farm as a 
legacy,” Michael said.

All four of the siblings agree 
that after their mother’s death, it 
never occurred to any of them to 
sell the house, barn, and the more 
than100 acres. Though each of them 
had moved away from Medusa to 
pursue careers, they all knew that 
somehow the farm would be kept 
in the family and passed down from 
generation to future generations.

“So many properties get 
chopped up,” said Kathryn, the 
youngest of the siblings. “It’s our 
dream that the fields will remain 
fields...and the 100 acres will re-
main intact. Part of the property is 
designated wetlands, and there are 
lots of beautiful birds.” 

Though the Sikules all share an 
emotional attachment to Bluebird 
Farm, as with any property there is 
a monetary cost. The question arose 
as to how to pay for the upkeep 
and the taxes. For the better part 
of a year after their mother passed 
away, the siblings met periodically 
to discuss the financial future of the 
property. 

Enter David Sikule, Michael’s 
son. David and his fiancé Jessica 
had looked at several wedding ven-
ues and felt that not only were they 
unaffordable, but none had as mag-
nificent a view as the view from 
the barn up on the hill on Bluebird 
Farm. In late February of 2019, Da-
vid and Jessica made a pitch to have 
their wedding there. 

“We made a short presentation 
[in front of David’s father and three 
aunts during one of their meetings] 
about what we thought the barn 
could look like, what we wanted to 
do for our wedding as well as the 
timeframe we’d want it done in,” 
David said. “Luckily, this was over 
a year in advance so it wasn’t like 
we couldn’t find a place if they said 
no, but it was still stressful waiting 
to figure out where we would get 
married.”

Little did the elder Sikules know 
at that time that the couple’s request 
would set in motion a meaningful 
adventure. “We sought professional 

opinions and got estimates to deter-
mine what repairs would need to be 
done to the barn,” Susan, a veteri-
narian, said. “Our biggest concerns 
were cost and being able to have the 
barn completed in time for David 
and Jessica’s wedding,” she added.

Six weeks after their presenta-
tion, David and Jessica received a 
“yes” to their proposal. They would 
have their wedding at their ideal lo-
cation.

THE PROJECT: RECON-
STRUCTING THE BARN
Though all four siblings were 

very involved in the reconstruction 
project, Michael took the initial 
lead, acting as general contractor. “I 
got help [from professionals] when 
I needed it,” he said, crediting sev-
eral friends of the family for their 
work. “Having grown up with a fa-
ther who had to be handy, taught me 
a lot,” he remarked.

The original English style 
barn was built in 1885 by Lorenzo 
Hewitt and, not uncommonly, an 
addition had been added years later 
in what Micheal estimates to have 
been the 1920s or 1930s. The barn 
had been neglected for some time, 
and the section that had been add-
ed was in serious disrepair. It was 
pushing against the original section, 
impacting its stability.

The first step, however, was to 
clean out the space. Everyone par-
ticipated in that effort. “We have 
similar values, having grown up on 
a working farm where we worked 
and played together. That gave us 
a good work ethic,” Carolyn saidd.

The second step was to take 
down the newer section of the barn 
due to its condition. The siblings 
decided to preserve the original sec-
tion, though it had beams that need-
ed to be replaced.

Michael was able to buy old 
hand-hewn beams, and they were 

integrated into the old structure. At 
this point, the siblings enslited the 
help of friends and an excavator. 

“I enjoyed the work,” said Mi-
chael, a retired accountant. “I think I 
was a closeted builder,” he quipped.

MAKING DECISIONS  
TOGETHER

Very early on in the recon-
struction process, all four siblings 
realized that the project would be 
more extensive and more costly 
than originally thought. Creating a 
space for David’s wedding was the 
original goal, but it soon became 
apparent that the barn and beauti-
ful property could serve as a venue 
for others to enjoy. Thus, Bluebird 
Farm as a wedding venue/event 
space business was born. 

“If you’d ask anyone, they’d tell 
us we were crazy to pursue a family 
business because you always hear 
about the difficulties,” said Susan. 
“Yes, there are challenges for sure, 
but we have learned to communi-
cate and keep the family a priority,” 
she emphasized.

The siblings established regular 
meetings to allow for joint decision 
making about the redesign of the 
barn. “It was a group effort,” Kath-
ryn said. “Working together, we’ve 
learned a lot about each other and 
ourselves. I’ve learned to let go of 
what’s not important.”

The Sikules continued to meet 
and talk frequently about how to 
proceed with the project. They de-
cided to add a large addition to the 
original structure. After exploring 
several options, they hired a group 
of builders from an Amish commu-
nity in the small town of Fulton-
ville, New York. The six builders 
worked in January 2020, complet-
ing the exterior of the addition in 
just nine days.

Before the builders arrived, 
however, the Sikules needed to de-

cide on the barn’s design. Each had 
their own vision. A big hurdle was 
to determine what kind of windows 
to use and how they would look. All 
four siblings agree that this was the 
most challenging juncture in their 
building journey.

To help envision the windows, 
Michael made a model of the barn 
in poster board. They used re-
movable “sticky notes” as an easy 
way to play with different window 
placements and sizes. At last, they 
settled on a design with which they 
could all be happy.

Challenging though it was, 
“[That process] allowed us to bring 
different things to the table,” Susan 
said. “Caroline always centered us 
back around,” added Susan of the 
sometimes contentious discussions. 
All agree that their parents would be 
proud of how they worked and still 
work together.

Once the exterior of the large 
addition was completed, the inside 
of the barn was finished by all the 
siblings. “It’s been a cool opportu-
nity and a wonderful way to keep us 
together,” Susan said. 

DAVID AND JESSICA’S 
WEDDING

The day before the big day, the 
inside of the barn was not yet com-
pleted. Instead of panicking, the 
Sikules naturally called in friends 
and more family members to put 
the finishing touches on the space. 
The army of people finished just in 
time, and the wedding was held on 
August 1, 2020.

“We were glad we got married at 
Bluebird, as it holds such a special 
place in our hearts and our relation-
ship,” David remarked. Due to the 
COVID-19 pandemic, the wedding 
was downsized but, by all accounts, 
it was a lovely day of celebration 
of both the couple’s union and the 
family’s endeavor that spanned well 

over a year.
Standing in the new section of 

the barn, with its vaulted ceiling and 
airy atmosphere, Kathryn points out 
where the couple sat that day, where 
the D.J. was placed, and where peo-
ple danced. It’s clear that the mem-
ory of that day brings back warm 
feelings.

Walking outside from the barn 
to the lush lawn, there is a unique 
white birch structure where David 
and Jessica stood during their wed-
ding ceremony. The true showstop-
per, however, is the magnificent 
view of the Catskill Mountains--the 
breathtaking view David and Jes-
sica knew would make Bluebird 
Farm a perfect place to be married.

THE FUTURE
Since the wedding last summer, 

the Sikules have rented the prop-
erty for weddings, a baby shower, 
and various celebrations. Their de-
sire that others enjoy the beautiful 
open barn, the view, and the land 
continues to be realized. They reg-
ularly gather for family dinners in 
the barn, too. “Now that people are 
being vaccinated against COVID, 
even more of us will be together,” 
said Susan.

“We are so blessed. So bless-
ed to be a family and to have each 
other,” Carolyn said. “If COVID 
showed us anything, it’s that people 
are what is important.”

The Sikule siblings still have a 
weekly meeting to discuss business. 
They have had challenges, but each 
feels the hard work and occasional 
conflict have been more than worth 
it. 

“If people get anything from this 
[article] I hope they are encouraged 
to work together,” Susan said. “The 
common goal of making a business 
work drives us to improve our fam-
ily dynamics. It’s not easy, but the 
rewards are so much.” 

Treasured property transformed by hardworking siblings
FROM FARM TO EVENT VENUE

CONTRIBUTED PHOTOS
The barn at Bluebird Farm before renovation. 

The siblings used a diagram with removable sticky notes to figure out the window 
configuration they wanted in the restored barn.

The wishing well that sits near the farmhouse on the Medu-
sa property. 

Siblings (from left to right) Kathryn, Carolyn, Susan, and Michael Sikule renovated the barn at Bluebird 
Farm in Medusa, turning it into an event venue and keeping the property in the family. 

NATASHA SHAPIRO
BF 6: David Sikule and his fiancée Jessica wanted to be 
married at Bluebird Farm. They asked David’s father, 
Michael Silkule and his siblings if this could happen. The 
siblings restored the barn and the couple married there on 
August 1, 2020. The renovated barn at Bluebird Farm. 
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(518) 756-2877130 Main Street Suite 102, �Ravena, NY  12143 Johna@AnatrielloAgency.com AnatrielloAgency.com

Anatriello Agency
Insurance of course!

Anatriello Agency is a multi-generational, family-owned, 
insurance agency that has been trusted for over 60 years.

Whether you need�auto, homeowners or business insurance, 
weʼll take the time to listen to your needs and concerns, 

and find the perfect policy for you and your family.

Serving the insurance needs of individuals and businesses

A U T O   •   H O M E   •   B U S I N E S S

That’s the Anatriello Agency difference!

We can shop your auto, home or business insurance to find you the 
best coverage at the lowest possible price saving you time and money…

F O U N D E D  I N  1 9 5 8

We are locally based in 
 Ravena, and we are 
  always eager to support 
   our community.  
    Let us get you covered today.

I have had the privilege of working with Johna and the Anatriello Agency both professionally and personally. I am a retired insurance agent and underwriter and 
worked very closely with this agency for many years. I know how concerned they were to make sure they were providing the right coverage for their clients. 

When I retired I chose the Anatriello Agency as my personal agent because I knew that my insurance needs would be met.

Because they are a small Agency every client gets the personal care that is so lacking in larger agencies. You can talk with them and they will listen. 
I, for one, like to know that they are looking out for me and reviewing my coverage often. I donʼt feel like just another client. I feel like family.

          — Helen Michel

“
INSURANCE

LIKE US
756-2877

FACEBOOK
ON

OF COURSE!
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GLASS        PLASTIC       CANS

2381 Rt. 9W, Ravena
Next to Family Dollar

WE ACCEPT ALL N.Y.STATE DEPOSITS
— Approaching 1 year in business July 9th, 2019 —

Drop Off Service
NO Waiting at Machines
We Count for You!
Want to Help with Raising Money — 
FUNDRAISERS
Will Assist with Picking Up 
for Fundraisers

We PAY the Extra Penny 
on All NY State Deposit 

Cans/Bottles
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GLASS        PLASTIC       CANS

2381 Rt. 9W, Ravena
Next to Family Dollar

WE ACCEPT ALL N.Y.STATE DEPOSITS
— Approaching 1 year in business July 9th, 2019 —

Drop Off Service
NO Waiting at Machines
We Count for You!
Want to Help with Raising Money — 
FUNDRAISERS
Will Assist with Picking Up 
for Fundraisers

We PAY the Extra Penny 
on All NY State Deposit 

Cans/Bottles

*Must place window order 
by October 30th, 2019! 

Invest in your 
home's energy 
efficiency this fall 
and save at GNH! 
For a limited time 
only, 2200 Series 
Smarter Windows
Double Hung 
Replacements are
ONLY $169.OO! 

Visit GNH to 
learn more.

Greenville · Windham · Latham
www.GNHlumber.com
0% financing to credit qualified

Invest in Energy Efficient Double 
Hung Windows This Fall and SAVE!

Open 7 days a week from 10am-5pm
(518) 731-6196  •  Cty Rt 26, Climax, NY  12042

Follow us
on Facebook(1/2 Mile on left off Rte. 81  —  Red Barns on Hill)

, LLC
Sweet Cider and Our Own Cider Donuts!
16 Varieties of Apples Still on the Stand!

Pies on the Weekends!
       Squash, Vegetables, 

Local Maple Syrup & Honey, 
Jams & Jellies.

ORDER YOUR
THANKSGIVING 

PIES
BY NOV. 24th

We Now Carry Local Grass Fed Beef!

On the 
stand:

Qualifi ed households may now 
apply for Home Energy Assistance 
Pro¬gram (HEAP) grants, a feder-
ally funded program that provides 
both reg¬ular and emergency fi -
nancial assistance to help pay heat-
ing and utility bills. 

The grants are available 
through local Department of So-
cial Services (DSS) offi ces and 
Offi ces for the Aging. Customers 
of Central Hudson Gas & Electric 
Corp. who receive a HEAP bene-
fi t toward their ac¬count will also 
be issued a monthly credit on their 
bill for a max¬imum of 12 months 
based on service type and amount 
of HEAP benefi t.

“We’re pleased to offer addi-
tional assistance to families who 
may be struggling and depend on 
HEAP benefi ts, and encourage all 
eligible households to apply,” said 
Anthony Campagiorni, Vice Pres-
ident of Customer Services and 
Regulatory Affairs.

Campagiorni explained that 
qualifi ed families using electric-
ity or natural gas as their primary 
heating source may receive a reg-
ular HEAP benefi t $350 or more, 
depending on family income and 
size guidelines, applied toward 
their Central Hudson account. 

“In addition to these grants, eli-
gible customers will also receive a 
credit on their utility bills that pro-
vide further assistance in lowering 
their energy costs,” said Campa-
giorni. 

The bill credit is based on the 
type of heating source and income 
level. 

He added that qualifi ed house-
holds receiving a HEAP benefi t for 
non-utility heating fuels such as 
oil, propane, wood/wood pellets, 
kero¬sene, coal or corn are also el-
igible for a monthly credit on their 
electric or non-heating gas bill. 

“We’re happy to provide bill 
discounts to customers who heat 
with these fuels, as well,” said 
Campagiorni. 

Customers should email their 
HEAP Notice of Decision Letter to 
Central Hudson at CareUnit@cen-
hud.com to be enrolled and receive 
the bill credit.

Regular HEAP grants for the 
fall and upcoming winter are avail-
able between now and Mar. 16, 
2020, or until funding is exhaust-
ed. Emergency HEAP grants will 
be available between Jan. 2 and 
Mar. 16, 2020. These benefi ts are 
designed to meet an eligible house-
hold’s immediate energy needs.

An additional benefi t, the 
Heating Equipment Repair or Re-
placement (HERR) program, is 
available to assist income quali-
fi ed homeowners in repairing or 
replacing their primary heating 
equipment when the systems are 
inoper¬able or unsafe. Appli-
cations for HERR are accepted 
through Sept. 30, 2020, or until the 
funding is ex¬hausted.

To apply for HEAP and HERR 
benefi ts, customers may contact 
their local DSS offi ce, call (800) 
342-3009, or visit www.mybene-
fi ts.ny.gov. In¬dividuals who are 
60 and older and do not receive 
Supplemental Nutrition Assistance 
Program (SNAP) benefi ts may 
contact their local Offi ce for the 
Aging to learn of the eligibil¬ity 
requirements by calling 800-342-
9871 or by visiting www.aging.
ny.gov.

For more information on 
HEAP eligibility requirements 
and benefi ts, visit www.Central-
Hudson.com/HEAP or http://otda.
ny.gov/programs/heap/program.
asp; and for more on all of Central 
Hudson’s assistance and billing 
programs, visit www.CentralHud-
son.com, and click on “My Ac-
count.” 

Home heating assistance 
grants now available

HUDSON — Medical and community leaders joined in Hudson 
recently to unveil state-of-the-art 3D breast biopsy technology that 
offi cials at Columbia Memorial Health say will signifi cantly improve 
the diagnosis, treatment and outcomes for breast cancer patients 
Greene and Columbia counties. 

The stereotactic 3D biopsy system, known as Affi rm, will pro-
vide more precise targeting of tissue abnormalities identifi ed through 
CMH’s 3D mammography capabilities, yielding earlier and more 
accurate detection of breast cancer. The technology was acquired 
through the generosity of community members who contributed to 
the Columbia Memorial Health Foundation.

“This life-saving 3D biopsy technology, paired with our 3D mam-
mography service, provides our patients with the most advanced diag-
nostic care available in locations that are comfortable, convenient and 
close to home,” said CMH President and CEO Jay P. Cahalan.

In addition to offering 3D mammography and 3D biopsy services, 
CMH has signifi cantly augmented its radiology and pathology exper-
tise through its affi liation with Albany Medical Center. The Albany 
Med and CMH radiology and pathology services are now fully inte-
grated, which means that mammograms, and all imaging and diagnos-
tic studies, are interpreted by the region’s leading experts.

 “Each year in the U.S. more than 268,000 women are diagnosed 
with breast cancer,” said Tariq Gill, M.D., chief of Radiology at CHM. 
“This technology, now available right here in our community, is a tre-
mendous step forward in our ability to detect and diagnose early stage 
breast cancer, signifi cantly improving the likelihood of successful 
treatment.” 

Columbia Memorial Health Foundation Vice Chair Anne Scho-
maker said: “This technology is truly a gift of life made possible 
through the tremendous generosity of our donors. We are grateful be-
yond words to our supporters who continue to rally around CMH to 
ensure its essential mission can continue and expand.”

CMH unveils 
3D biopsy technology

HANNACROIX — The Hannacroix Rural Cemetery, which is lo-
cated on Route 411 in Dormansville/Westerlo, is seeking donations for 
the 2020 mowing expense for the cemetery.  

Whether you have a loved one buried there or would just like to 
give a donation, it would be greatly appreciated, organizers said. They 
also thank all who have helped in the past. 

Organizers need your help to keep the cemetery maintained. Contri-
butions can be sent to: Hannacroix Rural Cemetery, C/O Linda Smith, 
Treasurer, 115 State Route 143, Westerlo, New York 12193.

Hannacroix Rural 
Cemetery seeks 2020 

mowing donations

We’ll Style - You’ll Smile

$10 off coloring service

$17 for men’s 
grooming package

(Haircut, wash, ear & nose hair removal)

WALK-INS WELCOME
MEN • WOMEN • CHILDREN

OPEN: MON & TUES 9AM-6PM
THU & FRI 9AM-6PM & SAT 9AM-2PM

FOLLOW US

518-444-3191 / bluebirdfarmweddings.com

a new wedding & event venue
Elegance with a Gorgeous View

Historic barn situated on 100 acres with views  
of the Catskill Mountains in Medusa, NY. 
Family owned by the Sikule’s since 1945.  

Come create and share your memories with us!
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By Mark Kane 
Capital Region Independent Media

It had been since 2019 that the 2017 
Albany Saratoga Speedway Modified 
Champion Peter Britten had won a fea-
ture event and things so far in 2021 have 
not been going much better. 

Well, that all changed with an early 
race charge to the front, working through 
lap traffic, taking the lead, and holding 
on for the long overdue win, his 12th at 
the “Great Race Place”.  

There was another fine field of cars 
in all divisions in the pits along with 
fans in the stands enjoying a beautiful 
night for racing.  

Along with the regular weekly card, 
the Mohawk Valley Vintage Dirt Mod-
ifieds made their way to the speedway 
so fans both new and veterans of racing 
got to see the race cars of the past come 
alive on the track with some spirited rac-
ing.  

Once again, the fans were treated to 
some great racing on the ever-changing 
surface, and teams needed to keep up as 
the night went on. The action-packed 
heats had plenty of wheel-to-wheel ac-
tion in all divisions with plenty of two- 
and three-wide racing using the entire 
racing surface and more in some cases. 

Come feature time, the track had seen 
many laps on a racing surface that has 
seen little rain and plenty of sun, great 
for flowers; racing surface not so much. 
As the track changed through the night, 
it remained fast and smooth. 

With the aid of a very fast race car 
that went wherever he pointed it, Brit-
ten was on the move early from the 13th 
starting position in a very tough Modi-
fied field that went green to checker. 

At the drop of the green, it was Rich 
Ronca taking the early lead with Todd 
Stone on his rear bumper until mak-
ing the move to the lead as the Ravena 
Rocket Keith Flach was racing third. 
Once out front, Stone pulled away from 
the field until he started to get into lap 
traffic. In the middle of the pack, it was 
nerf bar to nerf bar racing as many of 
the top runners found themselves start-
ing mid pack and finding it hard to move 
forward, as well as other than “Batman” 
Peter Britten who was quickly in the top 
five and still looking for more. 

It was Stone having a great race and 
remained out front, but now in heavy 
traffic Ronca and Flach worked their 
way back to the rear deck of Stone as 
Britten was coming and coming fast. 
Finding the high side to his liking, An-
thony Perrago started to work his way 
into the top ten, tiptoeing the outside and 
continuing the charge to finish sixth. 

Using the low groove, Britten worked 
his way past Flach and set his sights on 
Ronca as the Stone was dealing with 
lap traffic, and his lead was going away 
quick. Using a great move and a lapped 
car, Britten would be the new second 
place car and reeled in the leader Stone. 
As the two raced hard for the win, Brit-
ten made the power move for the lead 
down the back stretch and would hold on 
for the win with the impressive drive. 

Having a great ride was Todd Stone 
who held on for second with Keith Flach 
with another solid run at third. Also with 
strong runs were Jeremy Pitts and Neil 
Stratton who rounding out the top five.  

In other action, Josh Coonradt is 
hooked up as he cruised to his second 
straight win in the Pro Stocks over a 
strong contingent of Jason Meltz, Chad 
Jeseo, Jay Casey and Rob Yetman round-
ed out the top five. 

The Sportsman found a first-time 
winner, Drew Cormie, who grabbed the 
early lead and never looked back with a 
strong performance in the action-packed 
feature. Once out front, Cormie was the 
class of the field, hitting his marks lap 
after lap. 

There is one thing for sure: there is no 
lack of young talent in the tough Sports-
man division who are giving the veterans 
a run for their money. Following Corm-
ie, to the line was Michael Wagner-Fitz-

gerald, Nick Lussier, Dan Grignon, and 
Andrew Buff holding down the top five. 

One of our local young guns, Garret 
Poland, had a solid night with a top 10 
in the feature finishing ninth that start-
ed off an up-and-down weekend for the 
team. 

On Saturday night, the New Day Mo-
tors 17G made the trip to Lebanon Valley 
where things did not turn out as well af-
ter a hard crash in the feature that found 
Garret in the wrong place at the wrong 
time that has the former Marc Johnson 
Troyer a write off. 

You know how kids are, come Sun-
day and where is Garret? Right back in 
the seat at Glen Ridge Motorsports Park 
in the backup car, finishing seventh. 
This team will bounce back as a new 
Bicknell is in the works for Garret, who 
has proven he has the talent behind the 
wheel along with a strong experienced 
team and great Sponsors making for a 
bright future for this well-spoken young 
man. 

The limited Sportsman were not go-
ing to be outdone by any Modified class 
as they, too, went green to checker with 
Taylor Wason, picking up the win as 
Matt Mosher was the Street Stock win-
ner. 

Picking up wins in the MVVDM 
classes were Jim Fugal- Vintage, Steve 
Denton- Sportsman, and Randy Delaney 
Modified. 

The fans were treated to how racing 
was in the past. Old fans sit back and re-
member how it was, the drivers, the bat-
tles, friends we have made at the track 
and those same friends we have lost over 
the years.  

Clubs like this are needed to preserve 
the history of the sport and the stories 

they have and are willing to share. You 
can you imagine some of the stories 
these old cars could tell if they could 
talk. This type of racing is growing,with 
many retired drivers now making their 
way back to the seat and having fun do-
ing what they love to do.

 It was back to Fonda Speedway for 
another night of racing at the “Track of 
Champions” that found another great 
night of racing. Mike Mahaney has tak-
en a liking to Fonda over the years and it 
seems has made the decision to call the 
Mohawk Valley half-mile home in 2021. 
No matter if it is the Short Track Super 
Series, or DIRTcar Series, Mahaney has 
been a force to deal with, and Saturday 
night at Fonda Mahaney found the right 
combination to pick up the win. No 
stranger to picking up wins as an invad-
er, Mahaney has proven in the past that 
he can win at Fonda with his first win 
coming in the Spring of 2012 during the 
Ice Jam Season opener. He would come 
back the same year and win the 112th 
lap Jack Johnson Tribute race for a cool 
$12,000 to win in the family-owned ride 
with his crew chief and former driver 
Jim Mahaney who ran in the Southern 
Tier as well as Central and Western NY 
throughout his career. By his side, Mike 
honed his skills behind the wheel turn-
ing left to become the highly competi-
tive and professional dirt Modified driv-
er he is today aboard the potent George 
Huttig owned Adirondack Auto #35.

At the drop of the SUNOCO Modi-
fied feature, it was JaMike Sowle who 
has struggled in the Alton and Carole 
Palmer ride with the early lead with 
George Foley who has become a regular 
for the season and is getting faster each 
week. Out front,Sowle started to pull 

away as the Palmer 76 was fast using 
the high side as Brian Pessolano and 
Foley battled for second with Pessola-
no getting the spot. 

Behind the leader, the racing was 
heating up as Mahaney was showing 
his power working his way through 
the pack and into the top five as was 
Ronnie Johnson who was in a battle 

mid pack along with Josh Hohenforst 
and Craig Hanson who came into the 
night tied for the lead in points. 

The field was brought back to the 
Sowle rear bumper as the caution was 
out for the first and last time and Dave 
Constantino. Once back to green, Sowle 
was out front, but it was Mahaney with 
a great move to be the new second place 
car and set his sights on Sowle who had 
nothing but green flag laps ahead of him. 
As Mahaney, who seemed to be able to 
run anywhere, found bite on the bot-
tom to close in on Sowle who was still 
pounding the top and all it took was one 
slip by Sowle in turn 4 and Mahaney was 
right there to pounce to be the new lead-
er, and would cruise to the win as Sowle 
held on for a strong second showing the 
Palmer team is heading in the direction 
battling for the win. Having another sol-
id run was 2020 Fonda Track Champion 
Mike Maresca who suffered early in the 
year with mechanical issues and now in 
the 247 ride was third followed by Ron-
nie Johnson with a good run from his 
sixth row starting spot, as George Foley 
held on for his best finish rounding out 
the top five.

Well, the Modifieds only had one 
caution, but the 602 Sportsman could 
not say the same. In all fairness, between 
the cautions there was some great racing 
action and some charges from the back 
of the pack as everyone was looking to 
work his way to the front. At the drop 
of the green, it was Nick Scavia taking 
the early lead, but behind the leader, 
they were quickly trading positions with 
Mark Mortensen and Chad Edwards 
moving quickly to the front and into the 
top three when the first of six cautions 
would fly. 

On the restart, we would have a new 
leader as Chad Edwards powered his 
John Kollar 10 percent to the front, a 
lead he would hold over the series of 
cautions. With Edwards out front, there 
was some great racing and drives behind 
the leader as Brian Calabrese and Pay-
ton Talbot both worked their way into 
the top five after starting outside the top 
twenty, and Addison Bowman could see 
the whole field at the green starting on 
the last row and working his way to sixth 
at the checkers. Also in the top five was 
Scavia, holding on for second with Tim 
Hartman Jr. in for third.

It did not take Luke Horning and 
Nick Stone long to make their way to the 
front of the Pro Stock feature after start-
ing 10th and 12th. Once out front, these 
two drivers put on a wheel to wheel bat-
tle swapping the lead back and forth. 
With all eyes up front all time win leader 
Kenny Gates was working his way into 
the top five after starting 8th and hot off 
his Friday night win Josh Coonradt was 
on the move from his 15th starting spot. 
The racing behind the leaders was good, 
but nothing like the battle that was still 
going on up front. With the white flag 
out, they still raced side by side through 
turn two and down the backstretch. It 
was now a side by side drag race, going 
through turns three and four, they were 
fender to fender as they came to the line 
with Luke Horning picking up the pop-
ular win by 0.043 seconds over Stone 
with Gates, Coonradt and Jason Mor-
rison rounded out the top five. That is 
what dirt racing is all about my friends, 
good hard racing from the drop of the 
green until the checker flags fly.

Limited Sportsman action found Jer-
emy Tyrrell go green to checker to pick 
up the win. In 4 Cyl action Ken Hollen-
back and Slappy White picked up the 
wins.

Other racing action had Andy Bachet-
ti picking up the win at Lebanon Valley 
over J.R. Heffner, L.J. Lombardo, Kolby 
Schroder, and Eddie Marshal rounded 
out the top five. The Sportsman feature 
had John Virgilio picking up the win as 
Jay Fitzgerald was the Pro Stock Winner.

Out at Utica Rome, Jessica Friesen 
picked up her first ever Modified fea-
ture win holding off Matt Sheppard. 
No stranger to Utica Rome, Jessica is 
a past Sportsman Champion. Following 
Friesen and Sheppard to the line was 
Andy Bachetti, Alan Johnson, and David 
Schilling rounding out the top five.

Chasin’ Racin’

CHASIN RACIN PHOTOS
Mike Mahaney picks up fi rst win at Fonda Speedway in 2021.

“Batman” Peter Britten picked up his fi rst win since 2019 at Albany Saratoga Speedway.

Jessica Friesen grabs fi rst ever history-making Modifi ed win of her career at Utica Rome.
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494 Western Turnpike  |  Altamont, NY
Phone: 518.355.6034  |  www.carvercompanies.com

    » Aerial Pictures
    » Towing
    » Port-To-Port
    » Trucking
    » Warehousing
    » Crane Rentals
    » Stevedoring

For over 30 years, the Carver Company’s Core 
Competencies consist of General & Marine 
Construction, Sand and Gravel Mining, Property 
Management, Port, Stevedoring, Terminal & Warehouse 
Management, Maritime and Logistics, and Tug and 
Barge Marine Towing. 

We strive to inspire our diverse, well-rounded work 
force and management team to always perform at 
the highest levels of safety and professionalism. We 
deliver service by maintaining a reputation where our 
unquestionable Values of honesty and integrity drive 
our actions on and off the job.

FOR SALE — WOOD CHIP — PER 4” max, 3 pt hitch, 
18 HP min. Never used!! $1000. Call 518-573-9665

CLASSIFIEDS
jobs/homes/merchandise/vehicles/services

HELP WANTED — Employment Opportunity, Town of 
Greenville.  Part-time maintenance worker/meter read-
er.  Duties include:  cleaning, snow removal, mowing and 
trimming, light carpentry and plumbing and quarterly 
meter reading for the water district.  Driver’s License re-
quired.  For questions, please call 518-966-5055 x 2 (Su-
pervisor Paul Macko).  � e Town of Greenville is an equal 
opportunity employer.  

Rainbow Golf Club is now hiring full or part time:  One 
person for inside the clubhouse for all around job in the 
kitchen, bar and pro shop.  Must be a good multitasker 
and have good people skills.  Also people to work outside 
on the golf course, mowing etc.  Also looking for a me-
chanic to work on golf course equipment.  
Call Cookie at 518-966-5343 or email your resume to 
cookie@rainbogolfclub.com. www.rainbowgolfclub.com

ALBANY―St. Peter’s Health Part-
ners and Albany Med are suspending 
COVID-19 community testing, the hospi-
tals announced on March 20. Effective im-
mediately, St. Peter’s Health Partners will 
only be testing symptomatic health care 
providers at its Albany Memorial Campus, 
600 Northern Blvd. in Albany. 

Drive-up testing continued until 9 p.m. 
Friday, March 20 at the Albany Med test-
ing site adjacent to the Emergency Depart-
ment at 43 New Scotland Avenue, Albany. 
The Albany Med site will remain open 
only to examine and evaluate patients and 
will continue to be operated by emergency 
medical staff.

“Albany Med and St. Peter’s Health 
Partners understand this is a time of great 

anxiety for the community,” the hospitals 
stated. “We want to reassure everyone that 
we are continuing to work with all regional 
hospitals to face ongoing and developing 
challenges related to this pandemic.”

The diffi cult decision was made in or-
der to conserve testing resources for those 
at highest risk, including inpatients, symp-
tomatic direct care workers and those with 
high-risk exposure to the virus. This also 
will serve as a conservation measure for 
supplies to test the inpatient population at 
Albany Med and in SPHP hospitals under 
investigation for COVID-19.

People who are exhibiting symptoms of 
COVID-19, but have not been determined 
by a doctor to require hospital care, are ad-
vised to follow the recommended 14-day 

home quarantine and any treatment regi-
men recommended by their doctor.

“We are committed to doing all we can 
to provide the highest quality care possi-
ble to any hospitalized COVID-19 patient, 
should the situation arise,” the hospitals 
said in a statement.

If you suspect you are sick with 
COVID-19, follow the steps below to care 
for yourself and help prevent the disease 
from spreading to other people:
 Stay home except to get medical care 

and separate yourself from other people 
and animals in your home.
 Call your health care provider if your 

illness is worsening.
 Cover your coughs and sneezes.
 Clean your hands often.

Albany Med and St. Peter’s Health 
Partners continue to work with the CDC 
and other public health authorities to pro-
tect our colleagues and the people we serve 
during the COVID-19 pandemic. This in-
cludes the steps they are taking to ensure 
we protect patients and colleagues in all 
our care sites, including:
 Encouraging those who are ill with 

fever, cough or shortness of breath to call 
ahead to care sites;
 Following CDC guidelines for use of 

personal protective equipment;
 Restricting visitors;
 Signage at entry points; and
 Developing alternative locations for 

ill patients, among others.

St. Peter’s and Albany Med suspend 
COVID-19 community testing

By Liz Schaeffer 
Greenville Pioneer

CATSKILL―With fi rst responders 
among those on the forefront of the Coro-
navirus pandemic, police agencies are ad-
vising of a few changes.

“If you are experiencing an emergency, 
as always, call 911. When placing an emer-
gency call, please advise dispatchers if you 
or any members of your household are 
experiencing fl u-like symptoms,” advised 

State Police. “This information will ensure 
fi rst responders can prepare to prevent the 
spread of any illnesses.”

In addition, until further notice, the 
State Police are suspending employment 
fi ngerprinting, along with child safety seat 
checks.

“Public safety is a mission priority for 
our Troopers. While we understand that 
suspending these services is an inconve-
nience to the public, this is an extraordi-
nary circumstance,” Troopers states. “The 

State Police are committed to doing what 
we can to assist the State’s emergency re-
sponse to COVID-19.”

State Police will notify the public when 
these services, both employment fi nger-
printing and child safety seat checks, will 
once again be provided to the public.  

In Greene County, the Sheriff’s Offi ce 
has temporarily suspended all pistol permit 
offi ce hours due to “reassignment of per-
sonnel for Coronavirus related duties.”

The GCSO is also advising the public 

that deputies are being encouraged to prac-
tice social distancing and handle as many 
calls as possible over the telephone while 
still remaining effective.

“Please do not be alarmed if you see a 
member of the Sheriff’s Offi ce in protec-
tive gear as this only means they are taking 
suggested precautions,” the GCSO stated. 
“All members of the GCSO remain avail-
able and ready to help our community in 
any way possible.”

Police advise of changes due to Coronavirus

The future of our country depends 
on the ability of journalists to 
provide the public with 
investigative journalism.

Help show your support for quality,
investigative journalism:

Donate to the International
Consortium of Investigative
Journalists today

https://donate.icij.org/

Real, Reputable, 
Trusted. Your News 
Media.

www.newsmediaalliance.org 

THIS PUBLICATION 
SUPPORTS REAL 
NEWS.

REPORTERS, EDITORS AND PHOTOGRAPHERS
CREATE REAL NEWS. JOURNALISM YOU CAN TRUST.

#SupportRealNews

NYVT Media is in search of Part-time Sales Assistant 
for data/order entry & weekly social media posts. 

Assist sales team with reports, sales materials & monthly goals. 
Assist in managing digital projects and giveaways. 

Work with the Ad Director and Production Manager on special 
content, monthly calendars and deadlines. $14 / hour. 

In person work in Granville, NY & remote work. 
Internet and personal computer required.

PART-TIME SALES ASSISTANT

APPLY AT: www.NYVTmedia.com/job-opportunities
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By Melanie Lekocevic 
Courtesy of Columbia-Greene Media 

CATSKILL — Greene Coun-
ty is considering creating an 
animal abuse registry aimed at 
reducing the number of crimes 
against animals. 

Jamie Mitchell, founder of 
Hyer Ground Rescue in Catskill, 
presented a proposal for a regis-
try at Wednesday’s meeting of 
the Public Safety Committee 
of the Greene County Legisla-
ture. Greene County is consid-
ering an animal abuse registry 
that would identify individuals 
convicted of crimes against an-
imals. 

The registry would identify 
county residents who have been 
convicted of crimes against an-
imals. 

“As leaders, as parents, as 
adults, we have an obligation to 
set the standard in our commu-
nity to our youth to protect the 
innocent, whether it is animals, 
elders, children or the infi rm,” 
Mitchell told the committee. 
“That is our obligation.” 

There are animal abuse reg-
istries in 19 counties in New 
York state: Albany, Bronx, 
Broome, Cattaraugus, Chau-
tauqua, Kings, Nassau, New 
York City, Niagara, Onondaga, 
Orange, Putnam, Queens, Rich-
mond, Rockland, Suffolk, Sulli-
van, Ulster and Westchester. 

Most animal abuse registries 
include the name, address, pho-
to and conviction date of the 
individual. “It would be a regis-
try of those who have been con-
victed of some type of violence 
against animals and it would 
be available to the public so if 
someone who was convicted 
wanted to adopt or buy an an-
imal, the group can check the 
registry,” Greene County Legis-
lature Chairman Patrick Linger, 
R-New Baltimore, said. 

The goal is to assist in reduc-
ing the number of animal cruel-
ty cases, he said. “Maybe it will 
prevent a future abuse case,” 
said Linger. 

The registry would also in-
clude information and resources 
for pet owners who may need 
help with feeding and caring for 
their animals. “If you feel you 
are having a problem or you 
know someone who is, there 
would be contact information 
on the registry so people could 
seek help,” Linger said. “In the 
worst case, if someone is con-
victed you can help stop it from 
happening again.” 

Holding people accountable 
for animal cruelty could have 
more far-reaching effects on 
public safety as a whole, Mitch-
ell said. There have been links 
between cruelty to animals, par-

ticularly among children, and 
future crimes against people, she 
said. “Cruelty against animals 
and violence towards people 
have something in common — 
both types of victims are living, 
sentient being that feel pain and 
distress and can die from their 
injuries,” Mitchell said, citing 
reports from the Animal Legal 
and Historical Center. Studies 
have shown links between an-
imal abuse and other crimes, 
including murders by convicted 
serial killers Ted Bundy, Jeffrey 
Dahmer and “Son of Sam” kill-
er David Berkowitz, according 
to the FBI website. “People who 
abuse animals as children are 
more likely to commit murder 
or violent crimes as adults,” 

Mitchell said. “It’s not just a 
sign of a personality fl aw, but 
a deep mental disturbance that 
needs intervention before it gets 
to the point where someone in 
our community gets hurt.” 

There is also a link between 
animal abuse and domestic vio-
lence and child abuse, according 
to the FBI. By posting a registry 
of convicted animal abusers, the 
county could potentially prevent 
those individuals from adopting 
or purchasing animals in the fu-
ture, Mitchell said. “It’s about 
identifying who in our commu-
nity is possibly a predator who 
we wouldn’t be able to identify 
if we didn’t have a registry in 
place,” Mitchell said. 

Recommendations for an an-

imal abuse registry in Greene 
County are not new — Mitch-
ell began lobbying for a regis-
try more than a year ago, but 
efforts were sidetracked by the 
COVID-19 pandemic, Linger 
said. 

A statewide registry would 
provide the most effective meth-
od of identifying animal abus-
ers, Linger said. “My suggestion 
was to link our registry to other 
registries in the state. We are 
kind of hoping this morphs into 
a statewide initiative because it 
would make it easier for people 
to do a comprehensive search,” 
Linger said. “Right now, coun-
ties are doing this on our own.” 

The concept of an ani-
mal abuse registry has been 

broached with the Greene Coun-
ty District Attorney’s Offi ce and 
the Greene County Sheriff’s Of-
fi ce, and both are on board, Lin-
ger said. The next step would 
be for the proposal to make its 
way through the legislative pro-
cess. “At this point we do have 
the local law and the resolution 
written up,” Linger said. “The 
district attorney has looked it 
over so I would imagine during 
this month’s meeting cycles [of 
the Legislature] we would set 
up a public hearing and do a 
local law for next month. Once 
that passes, we will establish an 
animal abuse registry in Greene 
County.”

 Animal abuse registry could be in county’s future

Ear Robert J. LaCosta
Glenmont Plaza

Coxsackie Hope Plaza

Hearing Aid Users Warning:
BE AWARE OF THE SELF-
REFERRING PRACTITIONERS!
If you are a user or in need of a hearing aid...
You Do Not have to go where your physician directs you to...
Whether they send you “down the hall” or down the block to 
their own hearing aid dispenser, it is called “self-referral” and 
usually not in your best interest. 
We don’t have 30 chains, we have 30 years experience. We 
are local. You can pull right up to our front door. You won’t be 
scheduled weeks ahead. See why we have positive reviews by 
your neighbors.

Skilled Practitioner • Speech Clarity • Background Noise Reduction
CDPHP, MVP, Blue Cross/Blue Shield, etc. through our Assurance Plan

A Hearing Aid Education:

518-435-1250

Pinching Pennies 
& Good Hearing Health…
Stay local. Stay safe. Stay small. Stay safer yet. I live in Coeymans 
and my offices are within minutes of my house.

Our practice doesn’t have 30 waiting room chairs, but I do have 
over 30 years of experience. That’s thousands upon 

thousands of successful hearing aid fittings.

One neuroscientist recently wrote that the 
role of the hearing dispenser is the critical 
component of successful hearing aid fittings. 
For those who have been frustrated by hearing 
loss or even hearing aids, it may be that you’re 
missing…US! 

So many of the hearing impaired and 
their families relationships have been 

seriously disrupted  and disturbed 
when they try to pinch pennies 
on their hearing. Our fees are fair, 
usually save you significantly as 
we are determined to stay small 
and keep overhead down and 
honor the insured (that’s you) 
with our Assurance Plan™ to 
include the role of your insurance 
company.

Robert J. LaCosta, BC-HIS
Proud Owner of a Local Practice

EMPIRE PLAN 
ENROLLEES:

NO Out-Of-Pocket
Hearing Aids
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By Gary W. Moore
For The Greenville Pioneer

I’ve been a percussionist 
since I was eight years old. For 
those who are unfamiliar with 
the term ... I’m a drummer.

A man named Levi Rock 
handed me a pair of Ludwig 3S 
laminated drumsticks. Although 
I didn’t know it at the time, the 
trajectory of my life was set. 
He then said, “Hey Bill ... strap 
a drum on this kid and take him 
outside and teach him to play 
Paradiddles, Triplets and Shave 
and a Hair Cut.” Bill Buck, still 
a dearest friend to this day, nod-
ded and I followed him into “the 
cage,” the equipment room for 
the Kankakee Challengers Drum 

& Bugle Corps. 
It was love at first grip as I 

held those sticks in hand and 
looked at that red, silver, and 
blue sparkle drum strapped to 
my right shoulder and resting on 
my left thigh. It felt natural ... as 
if I were born to wear it. 

Time passed, but every step of 
my life was guided or influenced 
by this pair of wooden sticks. My 
junior high and high school years 
were all dominated by concert 
band, jazz band, marching band, 
and drum & bugle corps at the 
American Legion. 

The sticks then took me to 
VanderCook College of Music 
for a degree in music education. 
I won a state NBTA Rudimental 
Drumming Solo Championship 

and two months later placed third 
in the nation. I performed and 
toured for a season with the Na-

tional/World Champion Chicago 
Cavaliers. Music never became 
my vocation but led, guided, and 
influenced my professional and 
personal life in profoundly pos-
itive ways.

Those sticks took me on a 
five-week tour as a drummer 
for Country Star Ray Price. All 
along the way, I couldn’t have 
ever imagined where my sticks 
would take me next.

Through the years, I’ve per-
formed off and on in my church 
with our praise and worship 
team, but life, health and profes-
sional travel brought me to the 
point where performing ended.

A few weeks ago, Pastor Matt 
Smith, arranged an opportuni-
ty for me to take those wooden 
sticks and make music one more 
time, and maybe for the last time. 
I was so rusty ... but the band 
pulled me along and allowed me 
the privilege to sit at those drums 
and play. I’m grateful.

What’s the point of this col-
umn? One point is to emphasize 
the importance of music educa-
tion, which I believe is tragically 
undervalued within our educa-
tional system. More importantly, 
the point is to highlight the im-
pact of doing what you love and 
finding your passion. The joy of 
taking those two pieces of wood 
into my hands and making a joy-
ful noise, for me, is priceless. 
It has enriched my life in inde-
scribable ways.

You just never know the pro-
found impact moments in time 
can have. Lightning may strike 
at any time. You must always be 
open to new experiences, as you 
never know where they will lead.

For my dad, I’m guessing it 
might be the first time someone 

handed him a baseball. For my 
daughter, a Pastor, the first time 
she was handed a Bible. For my 
wife, it’s gardening. Drumsticks, 
a baseball, a Bible, a few flow-
ers magically arranged to create 
beauty ... all unexpected but pro-
found moments that led to a life-
long passion.

We can’t choose those mo-
ments that lead to our passions. 
They just happen. We don’t plan 
them and usually are not even 
aware that they’ve happened 
at all until years later. A parent 
can’t choose for a child ... and 
I don’t think we choose at all. 
Maybe the passion chooses us ... 
seizing our emotions, creating a 
life-long love.

I think the best we can do is 
give ourselves and our children 
a wide variety of experiences un-
til they find what they love. And 
unfortunately, for some, maybe 
they never find that passion. It’s 
never too late. I know people 
who in the latter years of their 
life were struck by something 
they learned that they loved.

Be open. Let your mind and 
heart explore the possibilities. 

Did you have that moment in 
your life? If not, are you open to 
having it?

Gary W. Moore is a free-
lance columnist, speaker, and 
author of three books including 
the award-winning, critically ac-
claimed, “Playing with the Ene-
my.” Follow Gary on Twitter @
GaryWMoore721 and at www.
garywmoore.com

Two wooden sticks formed my world.

 
Gary W. Moore

Positively Speaking

THE PUBLIC
NEEDS THE
TRUTH; NOT
SOCIAL MEDIA
HEADLINES &
FAKE NEWS.

#SupportRealNews

Transcribed from her diary by  
Kathy Saurer Osborne

Sun, June 18 — Fair. Chuck & Joyce 
went to Church. He was here to dinner. 
They went to the Races in the P.M. Kids 
& Don went to see Gertrude. Adrienne 
Adele & I went to Children’s Day at 8 
P.M. Philip Lite & Joann here in P.M. Jr 
Losee got hurt at the Ball Game.

Mon, June 19 — Cloudy & cold. I 
took Joyce to Greenville with Don’s car. 
Couldn’t hang out clothes cold & damp. 
Jr Losee is getting along O.K. I made 
strawberry shortcake for supper. 

Tues, June 20 — Cloudy. A little 
warmer. Hung out clothes & brought 
them in. Did every day work. Adrienne 
& Adele at Greenville. Don planted 
the rest of the garden. Didn’t go to the 
Flower Show at Greenville. 

Wed, June 21 — Fair. Did the iron-
ing this A.M. Girls got up & did theirs. 
Addie asked me to go to Albany & I got 
my “shoes’ & a few little things. Talk-
ed to Joyce. Home 4.30 P.M. Adrienne 
mowed lawn & Don finished. They 
went to see Gertrude. 

Thurs, June 22 — Fair & cool. 

Cleaned bed rooms dusted & fixed 
Joyce’s new blue dress (hem). Adri-
enne at school this P.M. Pearl Abrams 
stopped & took me for a ride nearly to 
Middleburg this P.M. Nice time.

Fri, June 23 — Fair & warm. 
Cleaned living rooms etc. Chuck got 
Joyce & brought her home later. She’s 
home till next Wed (July 5). Tiny asked 
me to go to the Eastern Star Bazzar. Had 
a nice time.

Sat, June 24 — Fair. Showered in 
P.M. Did necessary work. Went to Cairo 
with the Radios with Don. Chuck here 
in the evening. Had cream & Pepsi.

Sun, June 25 — Fair. I went to 
Church. Adrienne, Joyce & Don went 
to the races. Chuck took us to the Ba-
cealaurete Sermon. Very warm. They 
went swimming at Lake Mysotis after.

Mon, June 26 — Fair. Hung out 
washing. It dried fine. Chuck & Joyce 
at school in A.M. & Albany in P.M. Don 
took us to Class nite & Chuck & Joyce 
brought us home. It was very good. Had 
a nice time.

Tues, June 27 — Shower this A.M. 
Fair this P.M. Ironed & mended. Cro-
cheted etc. Don & Adrienne & Julia 

Baitsholts to see Gertrude. Girls washed 
& ironed. Chuck phoned but didn’t 
come over.

Wed, June 28 — Fair. Did every day 
work. Ironed for Joyce. Chuck came & 
Joyce went there till 5 P.M. He brought 
her back. Lite Philip & JoAnn took us 
to Graduation & brought us back. And 
I am going there till tomorrow nite. 
Chuck & Joyce out for the nite.

Thurs, June 29 — Mended cleaned 
eggs ironed etc for Delite. JoAnn at a 
party this P.M. Had a nice time (I did). 
Joyce & Chuck made a nite of it. Had 
a grand time. He’s back here tonite & 
they are out. Don to see Gertrude tonite.

Fri, June 30 — Fair. Cleaned bed-
rooms & living-rooms & made 2 ap-
ple pies for the Conference kids. Joyce 
went to Albany to get her check today 
with Chuck & Ma Femia. Adrienne 
goes to work tomorrow for the week-
end. Addie called. 

Sat, July 1 — Fair. Did necessary 
work. Adrienne went to Greenville to 
work. I helped Mrs Howard Waldron 
get dinner for the Conference. Joyce & 
Gene riding to Livingstonville. 

Grandma Mackey’s Diary
1950 life in Medusa

CONTRIBUTED PHOTO
Grandma and Grandpa (Harry) Mackey.
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One of the things I liked most about my 
former job as a Cooperative Extension agent 
in Greene County was the process of figuring 
out what was causing problems with garden 
plants, lawns, trees or shrubs. It is sort of like 
detective work without a cloak or dagger.

I used what I learned about this topic 
in public health as well, when we contract-
ed with the New York State Department of 
Health to conduct educational programs to 
combat Lyme disease. This week I will share 
some principles of disease and infection I 
learned, which are pretty relevant in these 
days of the COVID-19 pandemic.

In order to contract a disease, whether 
it is a plant or animal disease, three factors 
must occur simultaneously. If any of these 
three factors are not present, there can be no 
disease. First, before I discuss these specific 
factors, I need to talk about the things that 
cause disease.

In general, disease-causing organisms 
are fungi, bacteria or viruses. All may cause 
diseases with similar symptoms, but all are 
different in their mode of action or how they 
infect.

It seems to me that most plant diseases 
are caused by fungi. Fungi are organisms that 
generally require water to become infectious. 

Lacking chlorophyll, they need to get their 
“food” from other sources than sunlight by 
breaking down and absorbing organic matter. 
Sometimes in the process of feeding on plant 
material, they kill or damage their host. This 
distinguished pathogens from saprophytes.

Once a plant is infected with a fungal 
disease, it is generally difficult to “cure” the 
infection. The general strategy is to try to 
prevent the infection in the first place or keep 
it from spreading. Fungi are living organisms 
that can survive for a long time, either active-
ly causing infection, or in a dormant state that 
may last for 100 years or more. This longev-
ity allows them to re-occur when conditions 
are right. Some fungal diseases are ubiqui-
tous and must be dealt with every season.

Twenty years ago, almost all the garden 
seeds that were sold were treated with a 
pink-colored fungicide called “Captan.” This 
fungicide protected tender seedlings from 
getting “damping off,” which is a general 
term for similar diseases caused by several 
genera of fungi. The infected seedlings grow 
spindly and eventually keel over and die with 
a conspicuous shriveling or narrowing of the 
stem at soil level. It is highly contagious and 
usually fatal once contracted.

It is virtually impossible to cure a flat 

of seedlings once the disease occurs, so the 
emphasis is on prevention. In addition to pre-
ventive chemical fungicides there are cultur-
al practices than can also be utilized, much to 
the satisfaction of gardeners who don’t want 
to use chemical fungicides.

Another major cause of disease in plants 
and animals are bacteria. Bacteria are also 
living organisms that can exhibit long-term 
dormancy. Like fungi, they can damage their 
hosts by “feeding” on the tissue of the host 
and using the host’s cells to grow and multi-
ply. Of course, not all bacteria are pathogenic 
and neither are all fungi.

Our bodies contain millions of foreign 
bacteria and fungi that do us no harm what-
soever. In fact, many of these organisms are 
responsible for keeping us healthy. Bacteria, 
like fungi, usually require water to become 
infectious.

One of the most common bacterial dis-
ease of pears and apples is called “fireblight.” 
This disease most often occurs when rain or 
hail hits flower blossoms. Splashing water 
spreads the disease. Most, but not all, fun-
gicides are ineffective in treating bacterial 
disease. Commercial fruit growers often use 
antibiotics, such as streptomycin, to try to kill 
bacteria.

A third major infectious agent is viruses. 
Viruses, like the COVID-19 virus, are very 
different than bacteria or fungi in the sense 
that they are not living organisms, per se. 
They can only survive and reproduce inside 
living cells. They have a very short life ex-
pectancy, unlike bacteria or fungi, and they 
don’t necessarily need water to infect. Think 
of them as renegade hunks of DNA or RNA 
that get into the genes of plants or animals, 
and direct the cells to make more viruses. 
They are also very tiny compared to fungi 
and bacteria.

Viral infections in plants are far less com-
mon than bacterial or fungal infections be-
cause they generally cannot get inside a plant 
without help from another living organism. 
Leafhopper insects and aphids are usually 
involved in viral infections in plants. These 
insects inject the virus into the plant physi-
cally with their mouthparts and once inside 
the plant they can replicate.

Since all three of these types of patho-
gens cause disease in somewhat different 
manners, dealing with them requires differ-
ent strategies, but the principles of infection 
remain essentially the same. This is where I 
will pick up the story next week.

Reach Bob Beyfuss at rlb14@cornell.edu

Plant diseases
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GLASS        PLASTIC       CANS

2381 Rt. 9W, Ravena
Next to Family Dollar

WE ACCEPT ALL N.Y.STATE DEPOSITS
— Approaching 1 year in business July 9th, 2019 —

Drop Off Service
NO Waiting at Machines
We Count for You!
Want to Help with Raising Money — 
FUNDRAISERS
Will Assist with Picking Up 
for Fundraisers

We PAY the Extra Penny 
on All NY State Deposit 

Cans/Bottles
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GLASS        PLASTIC       CANS

2381 Rt. 9W, Ravena
Next to Family Dollar

WE ACCEPT ALL N.Y.STATE DEPOSITS
— Approaching 1 year in business July 9th, 2019 —

Drop Off Service
NO Waiting at Machines
We Count for You!
Want to Help with Raising Money — 
FUNDRAISERS
Will Assist with Picking Up 
for Fundraisers

We PAY the Extra Penny 
on All NY State Deposit 

Cans/Bottles

*Must place window order 
by October 30th, 2019! 

Invest in your 
home's energy 
efficiency this fall 
and save at GNH! 
For a limited time 
only, 2200 Series 
Smarter Windows
Double Hung 
Replacements are
ONLY $169.OO! 

Visit GNH to 
learn more.

Greenville · Windham · Latham
www.GNHlumber.com
0% financing to credit qualified

Invest in Energy Efficient Double 
Hung Windows This Fall and SAVE!

Open 7 days a week from 10am-5pm
(518) 731-6196  •  Cty Rt 26, Climax, NY  12042

Follow us
on Facebook(1/2 Mile on left off Rte. 81  —  Red Barns on Hill)

, LLC
Sweet Cider and Our Own Cider Donuts!
16 Varieties of Apples Still on the Stand!

Pies on the Weekends!
       Squash, Vegetables, 

Local Maple Syrup & Honey, 
Jams & Jellies.

ORDER YOUR
THANKSGIVING 

PIES
BY NOV. 24th

We Now Carry Local Grass Fed Beef!

On the 
stand:

Qualifi ed households may now 
apply for Home Energy Assistance 
Pro¬gram (HEAP) grants, a feder-
ally funded program that provides 
both reg¬ular and emergency fi -
nancial assistance to help pay heat-
ing and utility bills. 

The grants are available 
through local Department of So-
cial Services (DSS) offi ces and 
Offi ces for the Aging. Customers 
of Central Hudson Gas & Electric 
Corp. who receive a HEAP bene-
fi t toward their ac¬count will also 
be issued a monthly credit on their 
bill for a max¬imum of 12 months 
based on service type and amount 
of HEAP benefi t.

“We’re pleased to offer addi-
tional assistance to families who 
may be struggling and depend on 
HEAP benefi ts, and encourage all 
eligible households to apply,” said 
Anthony Campagiorni, Vice Pres-
ident of Customer Services and 
Regulatory Affairs.

Campagiorni explained that 
qualifi ed families using electric-
ity or natural gas as their primary 
heating source may receive a reg-
ular HEAP benefi t $350 or more, 
depending on family income and 
size guidelines, applied toward 
their Central Hudson account. 

“In addition to these grants, eli-
gible customers will also receive a 
credit on their utility bills that pro-
vide further assistance in lowering 
their energy costs,” said Campa-
giorni. 

The bill credit is based on the 
type of heating source and income 
level. 

He added that qualifi ed house-
holds receiving a HEAP benefi t for 
non-utility heating fuels such as 
oil, propane, wood/wood pellets, 
kero¬sene, coal or corn are also el-
igible for a monthly credit on their 
electric or non-heating gas bill. 

“We’re happy to provide bill 
discounts to customers who heat 
with these fuels, as well,” said 
Campagiorni. 

Customers should email their 
HEAP Notice of Decision Letter to 
Central Hudson at CareUnit@cen-
hud.com to be enrolled and receive 
the bill credit.

Regular HEAP grants for the 
fall and upcoming winter are avail-
able between now and Mar. 16, 
2020, or until funding is exhaust-
ed. Emergency HEAP grants will 
be available between Jan. 2 and 
Mar. 16, 2020. These benefi ts are 
designed to meet an eligible house-
hold’s immediate energy needs.

An additional benefi t, the 
Heating Equipment Repair or Re-
placement (HERR) program, is 
available to assist income quali-
fi ed homeowners in repairing or 
replacing their primary heating 
equipment when the systems are 
inoper¬able or unsafe. Appli-
cations for HERR are accepted 
through Sept. 30, 2020, or until the 
funding is ex¬hausted.

To apply for HEAP and HERR 
benefi ts, customers may contact 
their local DSS offi ce, call (800) 
342-3009, or visit www.mybene-
fi ts.ny.gov. In¬dividuals who are 
60 and older and do not receive 
Supplemental Nutrition Assistance 
Program (SNAP) benefi ts may 
contact their local Offi ce for the 
Aging to learn of the eligibil¬ity 
requirements by calling 800-342-
9871 or by visiting www.aging.
ny.gov.

For more information on 
HEAP eligibility requirements 
and benefi ts, visit www.Central-
Hudson.com/HEAP or http://otda.
ny.gov/programs/heap/program.
asp; and for more on all of Central 
Hudson’s assistance and billing 
programs, visit www.CentralHud-
son.com, and click on “My Ac-
count.” 

Home heating assistance 
grants now available

HUDSON — Medical and community leaders joined in Hudson 
recently to unveil state-of-the-art 3D breast biopsy technology that 
offi cials at Columbia Memorial Health say will signifi cantly improve 
the diagnosis, treatment and outcomes for breast cancer patients 
Greene and Columbia counties. 

The stereotactic 3D biopsy system, known as Affi rm, will pro-
vide more precise targeting of tissue abnormalities identifi ed through 
CMH’s 3D mammography capabilities, yielding earlier and more 
accurate detection of breast cancer. The technology was acquired 
through the generosity of community members who contributed to 
the Columbia Memorial Health Foundation.

“This life-saving 3D biopsy technology, paired with our 3D mam-
mography service, provides our patients with the most advanced diag-
nostic care available in locations that are comfortable, convenient and 
close to home,” said CMH President and CEO Jay P. Cahalan.

In addition to offering 3D mammography and 3D biopsy services, 
CMH has signifi cantly augmented its radiology and pathology exper-
tise through its affi liation with Albany Medical Center. The Albany 
Med and CMH radiology and pathology services are now fully inte-
grated, which means that mammograms, and all imaging and diagnos-
tic studies, are interpreted by the region’s leading experts.

 “Each year in the U.S. more than 268,000 women are diagnosed 
with breast cancer,” said Tariq Gill, M.D., chief of Radiology at CHM. 
“This technology, now available right here in our community, is a tre-
mendous step forward in our ability to detect and diagnose early stage 
breast cancer, signifi cantly improving the likelihood of successful 
treatment.” 

Columbia Memorial Health Foundation Vice Chair Anne Scho-
maker said: “This technology is truly a gift of life made possible 
through the tremendous generosity of our donors. We are grateful be-
yond words to our supporters who continue to rally around CMH to 
ensure its essential mission can continue and expand.”

CMH unveils 
3D biopsy technology

HANNACROIX — The Hannacroix Rural Cemetery, which is lo-
cated on Route 411 in Dormansville/Westerlo, is seeking donations for 
the 2020 mowing expense for the cemetery.  

Whether you have a loved one buried there or would just like to 
give a donation, it would be greatly appreciated, organizers said. They 
also thank all who have helped in the past. 

Organizers need your help to keep the cemetery maintained. Contri-
butions can be sent to: Hannacroix Rural Cemetery, C/O Linda Smith, 
Treasurer, 115 State Route 143, Westerlo, New York 12193.

Hannacroix Rural 
Cemetery seeks 2020 

mowing donations
I was pleased to be able to pur-

chase an Edelweiss plant at Story’s 
nursery last Friday. I have planted 
it in a sunny, well drained location 
and it is nicely budded up! The gar-
den center was packed when I was 
there despite it being a weekday. I 
picked up my “Big Beef” tomato 
transplants, although they will be 
very overgrown by the time I can 
safely transplant them into my gar-
den. The soil in my raised beds re-
mains at 50 degrees and that is too 
cold for good growth. Still, I worry 
that there will be none left to buy in 
a few weeks, so I am committed to 
taking good care of the transplants 
now, which means daily, if not twice 
a day, watering and fertilizing. 

I did plant my onion transplants 
and right now I am “curing” the 
seed potatoes that I cut up.  Seed 
potatoes are whole potatoes that 
are cut into smaller pieces, with 
each cut piece having at least one 
sprout on it. It helps to “cure” these 
pieces by allowing them to sit out 
in the sun a few days, which forms 

callous tissue over the cut sides and 
helps prevent them from rotting 
once planted.  

As has been the case the past 
week, no rain was predicted today 
except for some “spotty” showers. 
I guess I am in the unfortunate lo-
cation where these showers appear 
every single day! This is particu-
larly annoying today since I just 
sprayed my tomato cages and stakes 
with full strength household bleach 
to kill overwintering spores of the 
early blight disease.  I consider this 
the most important step to combat 
blight that you can take. Just about 
everyone who grows tomatoes will 
have early blight and some seasons 
it can defoliate the entire plant be-
fore the fruit ripens. I will also spray 
a fungicide at the time of transplant-
ing to delay the onset of disease. 
By the time the fruit begin to ripen, 
I don’t want to have to spray any-
thing at all!

I have been reading several “first 
person testimonials” about how 
wonderful Epsom salts, aka magne-

sium sulfate, is for enhancing plant 
growth, flowering and fruiting.  It is 
true that both magnesium and Sul-
phur are important micronutrients 
for good plant growth, but remem-
ber they are MICRONUTRIENTS 
and not MACRONUTRIENTS, 
as are Nitrogen, Phosphorus and 
Potassium. Indeed, adding Epsom 
salts to soils that are deficient in 
these elements can make a remark-
able difference, but the fact is that 
very, very few local soils are defi-
cient in either of these.  

Any garden soil that has had 
any organic fertilizer or organic 
mulch applied is unlikely to have 
such a deficiency. In the 30+ years 
I worked for Cornell Cooperative 
Extension, I looked at hundreds of 
soil test analysis and I don’t recall 
ever seeing either nutrient listed as 
“deficient”. Where they can be de-
ficient is in potting soils, or other 
artificial soils that are commonly 
used for growing bedding plants, 
perennials or other plants that will 
be transplanted. In those cases it is 

probably more effective to spray a 
very dilute solution on the leaves 
to allow direct absorption into the 
plant.  

Magnesium deficiency is also 
seen when transplants are put in 
cold soil, as evidenced by stunted, 
yellow or purple new growth. This 
has nothing to do with a soil defi-
ciency, just as blossom end rot is 
not caused by a lack of calcium in 
the soil, per say. It just indicates that 
the root system is not yet developed 
well enough to allow absorption of 
these micronutrients, due to cold 
soil and oversized transplants. The 
problem cures itself quite nicely 
when the soil warms up and the 
roots grow, whether Epsom salts are 
added or not. I think some of these 
claims reflect the observation that “I 
have this issue, I added Epsom salts 
and it went away, therefore Epsom 
salts cured my problem”.  That is 
a first person testimonial and not 
a scientific conclusion.  The other 
source of this claim is when some-
one does something almost exactly 

the same each year, but this time, 
after adding the Epsom salts, the 
results were much, much better. I 
can understand this if one is deal-
ing with hanging baskets or other 
container grown plants in artificial 
soil mixes, but in gardens growing 
in outdoor soil it is unlikely. 

Scientifically, in order to have 
a meaningful cause and effect, it is 
imperative to design an experiment 
that allows for untreated “controls” 
as well as test subjects. All other 
possible causes of the phenome-
na must be carefully controlled to 
see if the one change that has been 
made is perhaps the cause for dif-
ferent results. The good news is that 
adding Epsom salts to your soil, or 
watering your plants with it, is pret-
ty harmless and if you think it is 
beneficial, keep on doing it!  

Reach Bob at rlb14@cornell.
edu.

Edelweiss and Epsom Salt
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EVERYONE SAYS EXPERIENCES MATTER.
WHAT ARE YOU WAITING FOR?

$4,399

ADVENTURES
STARTING AT

MSRP 
(Plus freight & setup)

EXPERIENCE MORE TOGETHER

We all know people love experiences. And you’ll have an experience like no other 
when you’re cruising down the trail on your very own machine from CFMOTO. 

Up and down our lineup there’s something for everyone. Whether you’re just 
getting into the sport, you like to hunt, or you want the baddest machine on 

the trail, we have what you’re looking for. And unlike our competitors, we 
load up our machines with great stuff without charging you for every little 

extra. With CFMOTO, you just plain 
get more so you can get out and 

experience more together.

WARNING: CFMOTO recreational vehicles are intended for off-road use only, and can be hazardous to operate. Read Owner’s Manual and all product labels before operating. 
Never operate on paved roads. Operators and passengers must wear a helmet, eye protection and protective clothing. Operators must be at least 16 years old with a valid driver’s 
license. Passengers, if permitted, must be at least 12 years old. Always use seat belts, cab netting and doors (if equipped). Never operate under the influence of alcohol or drugs. 
Avoid excessive speed and sharp turns, and never engage in stunt driving. Check state and local laws before operating on trails. Take a safety training course before operating. 
Contact your CFMOTO dealer for more information, call the ATV Safety Institute at 1-800-887-2887, or go to www.atvsafety.org. ©2020 Zhejiang CFMOTO Power Co., Ltd.

T  STROPSROTOM ENIL NWO
6  23 .tR 300

W olretse , NY 1 3912
w  moc.stropsrotomenilnwot.ww
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By Andrea Macko
Greenville Pioneer

NEW YORK―Unacast, an
award-winning location data and
analytics firm, has launched a So-
cial Distancing Scoreboard.

The Scorecard assigns a letter
grade of A through F to all states
and counties in relation to social
distancing behavior during the
COVID-19 pandemic. The tool
does not rank response to the virus
by public health officials but in-
stead focuses on public behavior.

Using the change in distance
traveled prior to COVID-19 in
comparison to present day, areas
that observe at least a 40% de-
crease in average distance traveled
are assigned a grade of A, while
those that exhibit less than 10% de-
crease or increase are assigned an
F. Letter grades are then compared
to the number of new COVID-19
cases reported in those areas to
help users draw conclusions be-
tween social distancing behavior
and virus spread over time.

So how do local counties rank?
Overall Greene County has

received a grade of C-, as has
Schohaire County. Albany Coun-
ty received a grade of C. The best
scores in New York State were
four counties in the North Coun-
try. The overwhelming majority of

New York State counties received
a C or D grade, giving the county
an average C grade. As of press
time, no county had received an F.

Overall, the United States av-
erage grade was a C. Nevada, Col-
orado, Hawaii, Michigan and Wis-
consin earned B grades. Louisiana

was the only state to earn an F.
Unacast is developing the

technology with public datasets,
as well as aggregate mobility and
anonymous device data from tens
of millions of devices. Unacast’s
proprietary technology then ex-
trapolates the results to show
trends by county and by state.

Unacast created this pro bono
offering, powered by its Real
World Graph data engine, to
help public health experts, policy
makers, academics, community
leaders and businesses in retail
and real estate gain accurate in-
sights into current public behav-
ior and unearth trends for future
scenarios related to the spread of
COVID-19.

In the wake of the global pan-
demic, the World Health Organi-
zation and the Centers for Disease
Control have advised social dis-
tancing as a containment method
to slow the spread of the disease.

“COVID-19 spreads mainly

among people who are in close
contact (within about 6 feet) for a
prolonged period. Spread happens
when an infected person coughs,
sneezes, or talks, and droplets from
their mouth or nose are launched
into the air and land in the mouths
or noses of people nearby. The
droplets can also be inhaled into
the lungs. Recent studies indi-
cate that people who are infected
but do not have symptoms likely
also play a role in the spread of
COVID-19,” the CDC reports.
“It may be possible that a person
can get COVID-19 by touching a
surface or object that has the virus
on it and then touching their own
mouth, nose, or eyes. However,
this is not thought to be the main
way the virus spreads. COVID-19
can live for hours or days on a sur-
face, depending on factors such
as sun light and humidity. Social
distancing helps limit contact with
infected people and contaminated
surfaces.”

Unacast applied geospatial
human mobility insights with its
proprietary tools to create an in-
teractive map showing mobility
trends by county or by state as a
way to raise awareness of and re-
inforce the importance of social
distancing in relation to slowing
the spread of COVID-19.

“Our goal in developing this
and our COVID-19 Toolkit is to
empower organizations to un-
earth reliable and valuable infor-
mation to guide critical decision
making and planning in relation
to COVID-19 containment,”
said Thomas Walle, CEO and
Co-founder at Unacast. “We are
updating the Scorecard and en-
hancing this COVID-19 Toolkit to
provide the most timely and accu-
rate information possible, with the
hope of ultimately saving lives.”

Editor’s note: The grades in
the above article are based on
data from April 16. For more in-
formation or to see if a county’s
grade has changed, visit Unacast.
com.

PHOTO CONTRIBUTED
Unacast has given counties in each state a grade based on how the public maintains social distancing.

Data firm ranks counties on social
distancing behavior
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Obituaries
Maria K. Kammerer

CORNWALLVILLE―Maria K.
Kammerer, age 80, of Cornwall-
ville, NY passed away on March
25, 2020 in Catskill, NY.

Maria was born on July 31,
1939 in Romania and was the
daughter of the late Nikolaus and
Agatha (Wagner) Zimmermann.

In addition to her parents she
is predeceased by her husband
Richard Kammerer.

Survivors include her sister
Anneliese Hartman of Missouri,
her brother Walter Zimmermann
of North Carolina, and her
nephew Walter Zimmermann of
Texas. Also survived by her loving
English Shepherd Dog compan-
ion, Wizzard.

Maria was a former owner and
chef at the Mountain Brauhaus
where she enjoyed one of her
many passions of cooking. She
also worked many years as a
secretary with the Cairo-Durham
School District. She enjoyed
sewing, was an avid gardener,
painter and artist and will be
missed and forever cherished by
all who knew and loved her.

Due to the current Coronavirus
pandemic, a private burial will
take place at this time. A Cele-
bration of Maria’s Life will take
place at a later date. Maria’s
family thanks you for your under-
standing.

In lieu of flowers memorial
donations may be made to the
Columbia Greene Humane So-
ciety, 111 Humane Society Rd.,
Hudson, NY 12534.

Condolences may be made at
www.richardsfuneralhomeinc.
net.

Maria K. Kammerer
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Dr. Dorothy Urschel

HUDSON – Columbia Memo-
rial Health last week announced
the selection of Dorothy M. Ur-
schel as its new chief operating
officer.

Dr. Urschel is an experienced
health care executive who has
held senior clinical and admin-
istrative leadership posts in nu-
merous health care organizations,
most recently at St. Peter’s Health
Partners as vice president of oper-
ations and chief nursing officer at
Albany Memorial Hospital, and
vice president of Cardiac and Vas-
cular Services.

An accomplished clinician,
administrator and academic, Ur-
schel is an acute care and family
nurse practitioner. She also holds
a master’s degree in business ad-
ministration. She replaces Karen
Tassey, who retired after serving
as CMH’s chief operating officer
for the past seven years.

“Dorothy Urschel is a dynam-
ic leader and highly experienced
caregiver who has consistently
demonstrated an ability to lead
and succeed with a ‘patient first’
perspective,” said CMH Presi-
dent and CEO Jay P. Cahalan.
“The complexities of health care
system operations are numerous,
but the imperative remains that
all of our efforts are centered on
delivering high-quality and com-
passionate care to our patients.
Dorothy will be a key player in
our commitment to that mission.”

In addition to her clinical and

administrative leadership posts
at St. Peter’s, Dr. Urschel has
held leadership positions at West-
chester Medical Center, Kaleida
Health and Roswell Park Cancer
Institute, among others. An aca-
demic leader and teacher, she has
served as an associate professor,
adjunct faculty member and clin-
ical speaker at leading schools of
nursing.

“Columbia Memorial Health
has evolved to become a compre-
hensive health care provider for
Columbia and Greene Counties,”
Urschel said. “And being a part
of the Albany Med Health System
provides unparalleled access to an
expansive array of specialty care
services. I’m very excited to be
part of a caring and highly experi-
enced team of professionals.”

Columbia Memorial 
Health announces  

new COO
Dorothy Urschel to join executive 

leadership team
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Shelva Jean Maynard
GREENVILLE―Shelva Jean

Maynard, 82, formerly of Green-
ville was led by angels to peace
on March 30, 2020.

Born Shelva J. Lane on March
7, 1938, in Endicott, to the late
Delbert and Josephine Lane.

Shelva was also predeceased
by siblings, Arthur, William and
Elizabeth Lane and daughter,
Tammy Zacchio, of Cairo.

She is survived by her children,
daughter, Deborah Ann Morris,
Chenango Forks, son, Barry Lane
White and wife, Robin, Lynnville
TN, daughter, Barbara Lynn
Hogan and husband, Joseph,
Greene;  sister, Beverly and hus-
band Clifford Wilcox, Zavalla TX;
grandchildren,  Amanda Pratt,
Jesse, Sarah, Adam and Clay
Morris, Gaetano Zacchio Jr and
wife Heather, Austin Zacchio and
wife Lisa, Natasha and Nicole
Zacchio, Chrissy (White) Arellano,
Matthew White, Jessica (White)

Fralick, Josie White, Elizabeth
White, Kelsey, Brandi and Jenna
Keathly; 16 great-grandchildren
as well as several nieces and
nephews.

Shelva graduated from Greene
Central School, attended nursing
school and was employed by the
Cadre Corporation and I.B.M.
in Owego.  Later employed by
the Conoco Corporation while in
Texas, manager for Cumberland
Farms while living in Greenville
and Eckerds Pharmacy in Greene
until her retirement.

To honor her request, there will
be no public services. A private
graveside service for family will
be held at a later date at the
Riverhurst Cemetery, Endwell.

Arrangements are under direc-
tion of Root Funeral Home, 23
N. Chenango Street, Greene, NY
13778 and condolences may be
sent to the family at www.rootfh.
com.
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Obituaries
Egeziaca ‘Jessica’ Rufa

WESTERLO―Egeziaca “Jes-
sica” Rufa, 106, passed away 
peacefully on Monday, March 
9, 2020 at the Community Hos-
pice Inn at St. Peter’s Hospital. 

She was born in Frosinone, 
Italy on November 20, 1913 
to the late Peter and Dominica 
Perciballi. 

She was raised in Italy and 
in 1929, she married Vincent 
Rufa. 

She raised her family in 
Italy before the family moved 
to America in 1954. They all 
settled in the Bronx, where she 
worked as a seamstress. 

In 1988, she moved to West-
erlo, where she joined St. John 
the Baptist Church and became 
a member of the Rosary Soci-
ety. Jessica enjoyed cooking, 
crocheting, and gardening. In 
addition to her parents, she is 
predeceased by her children, 
Maria Rufa, Josephine Cestra, 
and Benny Rufa; and her sib-
lings, Peter Cerquiddi and Nena 
Perciballi.

Egeziaca is survived by her 

children, Ida Pironi and Peter 
Rufa, fifteen grandchildren, and 
several great and great-great 
grandchildren. 

Calling hours were Thursday 
March 12 at the A.J. Cunning-
ham Funeral Home, 4898 State 
Route 81, Greenville. A Funeral 
Mass was March 13 at St. John 
the Baptist Church, 4987 State 
Route 81, Greenville, followed 
by burial in Greenville Ceme-
tery. Condolences can be post-
ed at ajcunninghamfh.com.

Egeziaca ‘Jessica’ Rufa
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Dr. Dorothy Urschel

HUDSON – Columbia Memo-
rial Health last week announced
the selection of Dorothy M. Ur-
schel as its new chief operating
officer.

Dr. Urschel is an experienced
health care executive who has
held senior clinical and admin-
istrative leadership posts in nu-
merous health care organizations,
most recently at St. Peter’s Health
Partners as vice president of oper-
ations and chief nursing officer at
Albany Memorial Hospital, and
vice president of Cardiac and Vas-
cular Services.

An accomplished clinician,
administrator and academic, Ur-
schel is an acute care and family
nurse practitioner. She also holds
a master’s degree in business ad-
ministration. She replaces Karen
Tassey, who retired after serving
as CMH’s chief operating officer
for the past seven years.

“Dorothy Urschel is a dynam-
ic leader and highly experienced
caregiver who has consistently
demonstrated an ability to lead
and succeed with a ‘patient first’
perspective,” said CMH Presi-
dent and CEO Jay P. Cahalan.
“The complexities of health care
system operations are numerous,
but the imperative remains that
all of our efforts are centered on
delivering high-quality and com-
passionate care to our patients.
Dorothy will be a key player in
our commitment to that mission.”

In addition to her clinical and

administrative leadership posts
at St. Peter’s, Dr. Urschel has
held leadership positions at West-
chester Medical Center, Kaleida
Health and Roswell Park Cancer
Institute, among others. An aca-
demic leader and teacher, she has
served as an associate professor,
adjunct faculty member and clin-
ical speaker at leading schools of
nursing.

“Columbia Memorial Health
has evolved to become a compre-
hensive health care provider for
Columbia and Greene Counties,”
Urschel said. “And being a part
of the Albany Med Health System
provides unparalleled access to an
expansive array of specialty care
services. I’m very excited to be
part of a caring and highly experi-
enced team of professionals.”

Columbia Memorial 
Health announces  

new COO
Dorothy Urschel to join executive 

leadership team
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By Andrea Macko
Greenville Pioneer

NEW YORK―Unacast, an 
award-winning location data and 
analytics firm, has launched a So-
cial Distancing Scoreboard.

The Scorecard assigns a letter 
grade of A through F to all states 
and counties in relation to social 
distancing behavior during the 
COVID-19 pandemic. The tool 
does not rank response to the virus 
by public health officials but in-
stead focuses on public behavior.

Using the change in distance 
traveled prior to COVID-19 in 
comparison to present day, areas 
that observe at least a 40% de-
crease in average distance traveled 
are assigned a grade of A, while 
those that exhibit less than 10% de-
crease or increase are assigned an 
F. Letter grades are then compared 
to the number of new COVID-19 
cases reported in those areas to 
help users draw conclusions be-
tween social distancing behavior 
and virus spread over time.

So how do local counties rank?
Overall Greene County has 

received a grade of C-, as has 
Schohaire County. Albany Coun-
ty received a grade of C. The best 
scores in New York State were 
four counties in the North Coun-
try. The overwhelming majority of 

New York State counties received 
a C or D grade, giving the county 
an average C grade. As of press 
time, no county had received an F.

Overall, the United States av-
erage grade was a C. Nevada, Col-
orado, Hawaii, Michigan and Wis-
consin earned B grades. Louisiana 

was the only state to earn an F.
Unacast is developing the 

technology with public datasets, 
as well as aggregate mobility and 
anonymous device data from tens 
of millions of devices. Unacast’s 
proprietary technology then ex-
trapolates the results to show 
trends by county and by state.

Unacast created this pro bono 
offering, powered by its Real 
World Graph data engine, to 
help public health experts, policy 
makers, academics, community 
leaders and businesses in retail 
and real estate gain accurate in-
sights into current public behav-
ior and unearth trends for future 
scenarios related to the spread of 
COVID-19. 

In the wake of the global pan-
demic, the World Health Organi-
zation and the Centers for Disease 
Control have advised social dis-
tancing as a containment method 
to slow the spread of the disease. 

“COVID-19 spreads mainly 

among people who are in close 
contact (within about 6 feet) for a 
prolonged period. Spread happens 
when an infected person coughs, 
sneezes, or talks, and droplets from 
their mouth or nose are launched 
into the air and land in the mouths 
or noses of people nearby. The 
droplets can also be inhaled into 
the lungs. Recent studies indi-
cate that people who are infected 
but do not have symptoms likely 
also play a role in the spread of 
COVID-19,” the CDC reports. 
“It may be possible that a person 
can get COVID-19 by touching a 
surface or object that has the virus 
on it and then touching their own 
mouth, nose, or eyes. However, 
this is not thought to be the main 
way the virus spreads. COVID-19 
can live for hours or days on a sur-
face, depending on factors such 
as sun light and humidity. Social 
distancing helps limit contact with 
infected people and contaminated 
surfaces.”

Unacast applied geospatial 
human mobility insights with its 
proprietary tools to create an in-
teractive map showing mobility 
trends by county or by state as a 
way to raise awareness of and re-
inforce the importance of social 
distancing in relation to slowing 
the spread of COVID-19. 

“Our goal in developing this 
and our COVID-19 Toolkit is to 
empower organizations to un-
earth reliable and valuable infor-
mation to guide critical decision 
making and planning in relation 
to COVID-19 containment,” 
said Thomas Walle, CEO and 
Co-founder at Unacast. “We are 
updating the Scorecard and en-
hancing this COVID-19 Toolkit to 
provide the most timely and accu-
rate information possible, with the 
hope of ultimately saving lives.”

Editor’s note: The grades in 
the above article are based on 
data from April 16. For more in-
formation or to see if a county’s 
grade has changed, visit Unacast.
com.

PHOTO CONTRIBUTED
Unacast has given counties in each state a grade based on how the public maintains social distancing. 

Data firm ranks counties on social 
distancing behavior
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Obituaries
Maria K. Kammerer

CORNWALLVILLE―Maria K. 
Kammerer, age 80, of Cornwall-
ville, NY passed away on March 
25, 2020 in Catskill, NY. 

Maria was born on July 31, 
1939 in Romania and was the 
daughter of the late Nikolaus and 
Agatha (Wagner) Zimmermann. 

In addition to her parents she 
is predeceased by her husband 
Richard Kammerer. 

Survivors include her sister 
Anneliese Hartman of Missouri, 
her brother Walter Zimmermann 
of North Carolina, and her 
nephew Walter Zimmermann of 
Texas. Also survived by her loving 
English Shepherd Dog compan-
ion, Wizzard. 

Maria was a former owner and 
chef at the Mountain Brauhaus 
where she enjoyed one of her 
many passions of cooking. She 
also worked many years as a 
secretary with the Cairo-Durham 
School District. She enjoyed 
sewing, was an avid gardener, 
painter and artist and will be 
missed and forever cherished by 
all who knew and loved her. 

Due to the current Coronavirus 
pandemic, a private burial will 
take place at this time. A Cele-
bration of Maria’s Life will take 
place at a later date. Maria’s 
family thanks you for your under-
standing. 

In lieu of flowers memorial 
donations may be made to the 
Columbia Greene Humane So-
ciety, 111 Humane Society Rd., 
Hudson, NY 12534. 

Condolences may be made at 
www.richardsfuneralhomeinc.
net.

Maria K. Kammerer
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Dr. Dorothy Urschel

HUDSON – Columbia Memo-
rial Health last week announced 
the selection of Dorothy M. Ur-
schel as its new chief operating 
officer. 

Dr. Urschel is an experienced 
health care executive who has 
held senior clinical and admin-
istrative leadership posts in nu-
merous health care organizations, 
most recently at St. Peter’s Health 
Partners as vice president of oper-
ations and chief nursing officer at 
Albany Memorial Hospital, and 
vice president of Cardiac and Vas-
cular Services.

An accomplished clinician, 
administrator and academic, Ur-
schel is an acute care and family 
nurse practitioner. She also holds 
a master’s degree in business ad-
ministration. She replaces Karen 
Tassey, who retired after serving 
as CMH’s chief operating officer 
for the past seven years. 

“Dorothy Urschel is a dynam-
ic leader and highly experienced 
caregiver who has consistently 
demonstrated an ability to lead 
and succeed with a ‘patient first’ 
perspective,” said CMH Presi-
dent and CEO Jay P. Cahalan. 
“The complexities of health care 
system operations are numerous, 
but the imperative remains that 
all of our efforts are centered on 
delivering high-quality and com-
passionate care to our patients. 
Dorothy will be a key player in 
our commitment to that mission.”

In addition to her clinical and 

administrative leadership posts 
at St. Peter’s, Dr. Urschel has 
held leadership positions at West-
chester Medical Center, Kaleida 
Health and Roswell Park Cancer 
Institute, among others. An aca-
demic leader and teacher, she has 
served as an associate professor, 
adjunct faculty member and clin-
ical speaker at leading schools of 
nursing.

“Columbia Memorial Health 
has evolved to become a compre-
hensive health care provider for 
Columbia and Greene Counties,” 
Urschel said. “And being a part 
of the Albany Med Health System 
provides unparalleled access to an 
expansive array of specialty care 
services. I’m very excited to be 
part of a caring and highly experi-
enced team of professionals.” 

Columbia Memorial 
Health announces  

new COO
Dorothy Urschel to join executive 

leadership team
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Shelva Jean Maynard
GREENVILLE―Shelva Jean 

Maynard, 82, formerly of Green-
ville was led by angels to peace 
on March 30, 2020. 

Born Shelva J. Lane on March 
7, 1938, in Endicott, to the late 
Delbert and Josephine Lane. 

Shelva was also predeceased 
by siblings, Arthur, William and 
Elizabeth Lane and daughter, 
Tammy Zacchio, of Cairo.  

She is survived by her children, 
daughter, Deborah Ann Morris, 
Chenango Forks, son, Barry Lane 
White and wife, Robin, Lynnville 
TN, daughter, Barbara Lynn 
Hogan and husband, Joseph, 
Greene;  sister, Beverly and hus-
band Clifford Wilcox, Zavalla TX;  
grandchildren,  Amanda Pratt, 
Jesse, Sarah, Adam and Clay 
Morris, Gaetano Zacchio Jr and 
wife Heather, Austin Zacchio and 
wife Lisa, Natasha and Nicole 
Zacchio, Chrissy (White) Arellano, 
Matthew White, Jessica (White) 

Fralick, Josie White, Elizabeth 
White, Kelsey, Brandi and Jenna 
Keathly; 16 great-grandchildren 
as well as several nieces and 
nephews. 

Shelva graduated from Greene 
Central School, attended nursing 
school and was employed by the 
Cadre Corporation and I.B.M. 
in Owego.  Later employed by 
the Conoco Corporation while in 
Texas, manager for Cumberland 
Farms while living in Greenville 
and Eckerds Pharmacy in Greene 
until her retirement. 

To honor her request, there will 
be no public services. A private 
graveside service for family will 
be held at a later date at the 
Riverhurst Cemetery, Endwell. 

Arrangements are under direc-
tion of Root Funeral Home, 23 
N. Chenango Street, Greene, NY 
13778 and condolences may be 
sent to the family at www.rootfh.
com.
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Obituaries
Egeziaca ‘Jessica’ Rufa

WESTERLO―Egeziaca “Jes-
sica” Rufa, 106, passed away 
peacefully on Monday, March 
9, 2020 at the Community Hos-
pice Inn at St. Peter’s Hospital. 

She was born in Frosinone, 
Italy on November 20, 1913 
to the late Peter and Dominica 
Perciballi. 

She was raised in Italy and 
in 1929, she married Vincent 
Rufa. 

She raised her family in 
Italy before the family moved 
to America in 1954. They all 
settled in the Bronx, where she 
worked as a seamstress. 

In 1988, she moved to West-
erlo, where she joined St. John 
the Baptist Church and became 
a member of the Rosary Soci-
ety. Jessica enjoyed cooking, 
crocheting, and gardening. In 
addition to her parents, she is 
predeceased by her children, 
Maria Rufa, Josephine Cestra, 
and Benny Rufa; and her sib-
lings, Peter Cerquiddi and Nena 
Perciballi.

Egeziaca is survived by her 

children, Ida Pironi and Peter 
Rufa, fifteen grandchildren, and 
several great and great-great 
grandchildren. 

Calling hours were Thursday 
March 12 at the A.J. Cunning-
ham Funeral Home, 4898 State 
Route 81, Greenville. A Funeral 
Mass was March 13 at St. John 
the Baptist Church, 4987 State 
Route 81, Greenville, followed 
by burial in Greenville Ceme-
tery. Condolences can be post-
ed at ajcunninghamfh.com.

Egeziaca ‘Jessica’ Rufa
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Dr. Dorothy Urschel

HUDSON – Columbia Memo-
rial Health last week announced 
the selection of Dorothy M. Ur-
schel as its new chief operating 
officer. 

Dr. Urschel is an experienced 
health care executive who has 
held senior clinical and admin-
istrative leadership posts in nu-
merous health care organizations, 
most recently at St. Peter’s Health 
Partners as vice president of oper-
ations and chief nursing officer at 
Albany Memorial Hospital, and 
vice president of Cardiac and Vas-
cular Services.

An accomplished clinician, 
administrator and academic, Ur-
schel is an acute care and family 
nurse practitioner. She also holds 
a master’s degree in business ad-
ministration. She replaces Karen 
Tassey, who retired after serving 
as CMH’s chief operating officer 
for the past seven years. 

“Dorothy Urschel is a dynam-
ic leader and highly experienced 
caregiver who has consistently 
demonstrated an ability to lead 
and succeed with a ‘patient first’ 
perspective,” said CMH Presi-
dent and CEO Jay P. Cahalan. 
“The complexities of health care 
system operations are numerous, 
but the imperative remains that 
all of our efforts are centered on 
delivering high-quality and com-
passionate care to our patients. 
Dorothy will be a key player in 
our commitment to that mission.”

In addition to her clinical and 

administrative leadership posts 
at St. Peter’s, Dr. Urschel has 
held leadership positions at West-
chester Medical Center, Kaleida 
Health and Roswell Park Cancer 
Institute, among others. An aca-
demic leader and teacher, she has 
served as an associate professor, 
adjunct faculty member and clin-
ical speaker at leading schools of 
nursing.

“Columbia Memorial Health 
has evolved to become a compre-
hensive health care provider for 
Columbia and Greene Counties,” 
Urschel said. “And being a part 
of the Albany Med Health System 
provides unparalleled access to an 
expansive array of specialty care 
services. I’m very excited to be 
part of a caring and highly experi-
enced team of professionals.” 

Columbia Memorial 
Health announces  

new COO
Dorothy Urschel to join executive 

leadership team
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Sweet Cider and Our Own Cider Donuts!
16 Varieties of Apples Still on the Stand!

Pies on the Weekends!
       Squash, Vegetables, 

Local Maple Syrup & Honey, 
Jams & Jellies.

ORDER YOUR
THANKSGIVING 

PIES
BY NOV. 24th

We Now Carry Local Grass Fed Beef!

On the 
stand:

Qualifi ed households may now 
apply for Home Energy Assistance 
Pro¬gram (HEAP) grants, a feder-
ally funded program that provides 
both reg¬ular and emergency fi -
nancial assistance to help pay heat-
ing and utility bills. 

The grants are available 
through local Department of So-
cial Services (DSS) offi ces and 
Offi ces for the Aging. Customers 
of Central Hudson Gas & Electric 
Corp. who receive a HEAP bene-
fi t toward their ac¬count will also 
be issued a monthly credit on their 
bill for a max¬imum of 12 months 
based on service type and amount 
of HEAP benefi t.

“We’re pleased to offer addi-
tional assistance to families who 
may be struggling and depend on 
HEAP benefi ts, and encourage all 
eligible households to apply,” said 
Anthony Campagiorni, Vice Pres-
ident of Customer Services and 
Regulatory Affairs.

Campagiorni explained that 
qualifi ed families using electric-
ity or natural gas as their primary 
heating source may receive a reg-
ular HEAP benefi t $350 or more, 
depending on family income and 
size guidelines, applied toward 
their Central Hudson account. 

“In addition to these grants, eli-
gible customers will also receive a 
credit on their utility bills that pro-
vide further assistance in lowering 
their energy costs,” said Campa-
giorni. 

The bill credit is based on the 
type of heating source and income 
level. 

He added that qualifi ed house-
holds receiving a HEAP benefi t for 
non-utility heating fuels such as 
oil, propane, wood/wood pellets, 
kero¬sene, coal or corn are also el-
igible for a monthly credit on their 
electric or non-heating gas bill. 

“We’re happy to provide bill 
discounts to customers who heat 
with these fuels, as well,” said 
Campagiorni. 

Customers should email their 
HEAP Notice of Decision Letter to 
Central Hudson at CareUnit@cen-
hud.com to be enrolled and receive 
the bill credit.

Regular HEAP grants for the 
fall and upcoming winter are avail-
able between now and Mar. 16, 
2020, or until funding is exhaust-
ed. Emergency HEAP grants will 
be available between Jan. 2 and 
Mar. 16, 2020. These benefi ts are 
designed to meet an eligible house-
hold’s immediate energy needs.

An additional benefi t, the 
Heating Equipment Repair or Re-
placement (HERR) program, is 
available to assist income quali-
fi ed homeowners in repairing or 
replacing their primary heating 
equipment when the systems are 
inoper¬able or unsafe. Appli-
cations for HERR are accepted 
through Sept. 30, 2020, or until the 
funding is ex¬hausted.

To apply for HEAP and HERR 
benefi ts, customers may contact 
their local DSS offi ce, call (800) 
342-3009, or visit www.mybene-
fi ts.ny.gov. In¬dividuals who are 
60 and older and do not receive 
Supplemental Nutrition Assistance 
Program (SNAP) benefi ts may 
contact their local Offi ce for the 
Aging to learn of the eligibil¬ity 
requirements by calling 800-342-
9871 or by visiting www.aging.
ny.gov.

For more information on 
HEAP eligibility requirements 
and benefi ts, visit www.Central-
Hudson.com/HEAP or http://otda.
ny.gov/programs/heap/program.
asp; and for more on all of Central 
Hudson’s assistance and billing 
programs, visit www.CentralHud-
son.com, and click on “My Ac-
count.” 

Home heating assistance 
grants now available

HUDSON — Medical and community leaders joined in Hudson 
recently to unveil state-of-the-art 3D breast biopsy technology that 
offi cials at Columbia Memorial Health say will signifi cantly improve 
the diagnosis, treatment and outcomes for breast cancer patients 
Greene and Columbia counties. 

The stereotactic 3D biopsy system, known as Affi rm, will pro-
vide more precise targeting of tissue abnormalities identifi ed through 
CMH’s 3D mammography capabilities, yielding earlier and more 
accurate detection of breast cancer. The technology was acquired 
through the generosity of community members who contributed to 
the Columbia Memorial Health Foundation.

“This life-saving 3D biopsy technology, paired with our 3D mam-
mography service, provides our patients with the most advanced diag-
nostic care available in locations that are comfortable, convenient and 
close to home,” said CMH President and CEO Jay P. Cahalan.

In addition to offering 3D mammography and 3D biopsy services, 
CMH has signifi cantly augmented its radiology and pathology exper-
tise through its affi liation with Albany Medical Center. The Albany 
Med and CMH radiology and pathology services are now fully inte-
grated, which means that mammograms, and all imaging and diagnos-
tic studies, are interpreted by the region’s leading experts.

 “Each year in the U.S. more than 268,000 women are diagnosed 
with breast cancer,” said Tariq Gill, M.D., chief of Radiology at CHM. 
“This technology, now available right here in our community, is a tre-
mendous step forward in our ability to detect and diagnose early stage 
breast cancer, signifi cantly improving the likelihood of successful 
treatment.” 

Columbia Memorial Health Foundation Vice Chair Anne Scho-
maker said: “This technology is truly a gift of life made possible 
through the tremendous generosity of our donors. We are grateful be-
yond words to our supporters who continue to rally around CMH to 
ensure its essential mission can continue and expand.”

CMH unveils 
3D biopsy technology

HANNACROIX — The Hannacroix Rural Cemetery, which is lo-
cated on Route 411 in Dormansville/Westerlo, is seeking donations for 
the 2020 mowing expense for the cemetery.  

Whether you have a loved one buried there or would just like to 
give a donation, it would be greatly appreciated, organizers said. They 
also thank all who have helped in the past. 

Organizers need your help to keep the cemetery maintained. Contri-
butions can be sent to: Hannacroix Rural Cemetery, C/O Linda Smith, 
Treasurer, 115 State Route 143, Westerlo, New York 12193.

Hannacroix Rural 
Cemetery seeks 2020 

mowing donations
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GLASS        PLASTIC       CANS

2381 Rt. 9W, Ravena
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WE ACCEPT ALL N.Y.STATE DEPOSITS
— Approaching 1 year in business July 9th, 2019 —

Drop Off Service
NO Waiting at Machines
We Count for You!
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— Approaching 1 year in business July 9th, 2019 —

Drop Off Service
NO Waiting at Machines
We Count for You!
Want to Help with Raising Money — 
FUNDRAISERS
Will Assist with Picking Up 
for Fundraisers

We PAY the Extra Penny 
on All NY State Deposit 

Cans/Bottles

*Must place window order 
by October 30th, 2019! 

Invest in your 
home's energy 
efficiency this fall 
and save at GNH! 
For a limited time 
only, 2200 Series 
Smarter Windows
Double Hung 
Replacements are
ONLY $169.OO! 

Visit GNH to 
learn more.

Greenville · Windham · Latham
www.GNHlumber.com
0% financing to credit qualified

Invest in Energy Efficient Double 
Hung Windows This Fall and SAVE!

Open 7 days a week from 10am-5pm
(518) 731-6196  •  Cty Rt 26, Climax, NY  12042

Follow us
on Facebook(1/2 Mile on left off Rte. 81  —  Red Barns on Hill)

, LLC
Sweet Cider and Our Own Cider Donuts!
16 Varieties of Apples Still on the Stand!

Pies on the Weekends!
       Squash, Vegetables, 

Local Maple Syrup & Honey, 
Jams & Jellies.

ORDER YOUR
THANKSGIVING 

PIES
BY NOV. 24th

We Now Carry Local Grass Fed Beef!

On the 
stand:

Qualifi ed households may now 
apply for Home Energy Assistance 
Pro¬gram (HEAP) grants, a feder-
ally funded program that provides 
both reg¬ular and emergency fi -
nancial assistance to help pay heat-
ing and utility bills. 

The grants are available 
through local Department of So-
cial Services (DSS) offi ces and 
Offi ces for the Aging. Customers 
of Central Hudson Gas & Electric 
Corp. who receive a HEAP bene-
fi t toward their ac¬count will also 
be issued a monthly credit on their 
bill for a max¬imum of 12 months 
based on service type and amount 
of HEAP benefi t.

“We’re pleased to offer addi-
tional assistance to families who 
may be struggling and depend on 
HEAP benefi ts, and encourage all 
eligible households to apply,” said 
Anthony Campagiorni, Vice Pres-
ident of Customer Services and 
Regulatory Affairs.

Campagiorni explained that 
qualifi ed families using electric-
ity or natural gas as their primary 
heating source may receive a reg-
ular HEAP benefi t $350 or more, 
depending on family income and 
size guidelines, applied toward 
their Central Hudson account. 

“In addition to these grants, eli-
gible customers will also receive a 
credit on their utility bills that pro-
vide further assistance in lowering 
their energy costs,” said Campa-
giorni. 

The bill credit is based on the 
type of heating source and income 
level. 

He added that qualifi ed house-
holds receiving a HEAP benefi t for 
non-utility heating fuels such as 
oil, propane, wood/wood pellets, 
kero¬sene, coal or corn are also el-
igible for a monthly credit on their 
electric or non-heating gas bill. 

“We’re happy to provide bill 
discounts to customers who heat 
with these fuels, as well,” said 
Campagiorni. 

Customers should email their 
HEAP Notice of Decision Letter to 
Central Hudson at CareUnit@cen-
hud.com to be enrolled and receive 
the bill credit.

Regular HEAP grants for the 
fall and upcoming winter are avail-
able between now and Mar. 16, 
2020, or until funding is exhaust-
ed. Emergency HEAP grants will 
be available between Jan. 2 and 
Mar. 16, 2020. These benefi ts are 
designed to meet an eligible house-
hold’s immediate energy needs.

An additional benefi t, the 
Heating Equipment Repair or Re-
placement (HERR) program, is 
available to assist income quali-
fi ed homeowners in repairing or 
replacing their primary heating 
equipment when the systems are 
inoper¬able or unsafe. Appli-
cations for HERR are accepted 
through Sept. 30, 2020, or until the 
funding is ex¬hausted.

To apply for HEAP and HERR 
benefi ts, customers may contact 
their local DSS offi ce, call (800) 
342-3009, or visit www.mybene-
fi ts.ny.gov. In¬dividuals who are 
60 and older and do not receive 
Supplemental Nutrition Assistance 
Program (SNAP) benefi ts may 
contact their local Offi ce for the 
Aging to learn of the eligibil¬ity 
requirements by calling 800-342-
9871 or by visiting www.aging.
ny.gov.

For more information on 
HEAP eligibility requirements 
and benefi ts, visit www.Central-
Hudson.com/HEAP or http://otda.
ny.gov/programs/heap/program.
asp; and for more on all of Central 
Hudson’s assistance and billing 
programs, visit www.CentralHud-
son.com, and click on “My Ac-
count.” 

Home heating assistance 
grants now available

HUDSON — Medical and community leaders joined in Hudson 
recently to unveil state-of-the-art 3D breast biopsy technology that 
offi cials at Columbia Memorial Health say will signifi cantly improve 
the diagnosis, treatment and outcomes for breast cancer patients 
Greene and Columbia counties. 

The stereotactic 3D biopsy system, known as Affi rm, will pro-
vide more precise targeting of tissue abnormalities identifi ed through 
CMH’s 3D mammography capabilities, yielding earlier and more 
accurate detection of breast cancer. The technology was acquired 
through the generosity of community members who contributed to 
the Columbia Memorial Health Foundation.

“This life-saving 3D biopsy technology, paired with our 3D mam-
mography service, provides our patients with the most advanced diag-
nostic care available in locations that are comfortable, convenient and 
close to home,” said CMH President and CEO Jay P. Cahalan.

In addition to offering 3D mammography and 3D biopsy services, 
CMH has signifi cantly augmented its radiology and pathology exper-
tise through its affi liation with Albany Medical Center. The Albany 
Med and CMH radiology and pathology services are now fully inte-
grated, which means that mammograms, and all imaging and diagnos-
tic studies, are interpreted by the region’s leading experts.

 “Each year in the U.S. more than 268,000 women are diagnosed 
with breast cancer,” said Tariq Gill, M.D., chief of Radiology at CHM. 
“This technology, now available right here in our community, is a tre-
mendous step forward in our ability to detect and diagnose early stage 
breast cancer, signifi cantly improving the likelihood of successful 
treatment.” 

Columbia Memorial Health Foundation Vice Chair Anne Scho-
maker said: “This technology is truly a gift of life made possible 
through the tremendous generosity of our donors. We are grateful be-
yond words to our supporters who continue to rally around CMH to 
ensure its essential mission can continue and expand.”

CMH unveils 
3D biopsy technology

HANNACROIX — The Hannacroix Rural Cemetery, which is lo-
cated on Route 411 in Dormansville/Westerlo, is seeking donations for 
the 2020 mowing expense for the cemetery.  

Whether you have a loved one buried there or would just like to 
give a donation, it would be greatly appreciated, organizers said. They 
also thank all who have helped in the past. 

Organizers need your help to keep the cemetery maintained. Contri-
butions can be sent to: Hannacroix Rural Cemetery, C/O Linda Smith, 
Treasurer, 115 State Route 143, Westerlo, New York 12193.

Hannacroix Rural 
Cemetery seeks 2020 

mowing donations
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Many people, both men and 
women, kept diaries in the past. 
I have a small collection of local 
diaries and would love to have 
more because they illustrate the 
daily lives people were leading 
and what and who was import-
ant to them. Most people started 
diary keeping on January 1 of 
a given year. While they may 
not have continued recording 
until the end of the year, the di-
aries usually tell what their au-
thors were doing on New Year’s 
Day. Since this edition of “The 
Greenville Pioneer” is coming 
out on January 1, I thought I 
would share with you how some 
people spent that day in the past. 
I don’t even know the names of 
all those who kept the diaries. 
Often, they didn’t put their 
names in the books. Perhaps you 
can guess who the authors might 
have been. If you do fi nd a clue, 
please let me know.

 Helen Tripp was one of the 
daughters of Alfred and Maria 
Utter Tripp. She was born Jan-
uary 26,1853, and she lived un-
til January 27, 1917. She lived 
in the brick house on the main 
street of Oak Hill with her fam-
ily. On January 1, 1874, she 
started a diary: 

Thursday, Weather very 
pleasant. I worked around the 
house until noon. In the after-
noon sewed on my dress. Did 
not go anywhere nor was there 
any one in here till evening. Mrs. 
Eliza Flower called. Received a 
letter from Libbie Russell.

Friday, January 2: Weather 
very pleasant, thawed all day. 
I sewed on my dress nearly all 
day. Aunt Mary Utter and Jim-
mie came down this evening to 
go to the donation. [I can imag-
ine what the donation was, but 
can anyone share more informa-
tion?] Aunt Mary invited us to 
go with her. The coal fi re went 
out last night. I had to make it 
up this morning. Aunt Mary had 
a very nice time; they cleared 
$104.

Saturday, January.3: Weath-
er very pleasant; thawed all day 
again today. I had to make the 
coal fi re again today. Father, 
Mother, Hattie and Carrie [her 
two youngest sisters] went over 
to Uncle Briggs today. [Uncle 
Briggs was a Tripp and lived in 
Medusa or Westerlo]. I fi nished 
my dress, all but the buttons and 
pockets.

Sunday, January 4:  Weather 
very nice and pleasant. Went to 
Durham to church this morn-
ing. Did not get back in time 
for Sunday School. Did not go 
to church this afternoon. [The 
Tripps lived next to the Oak Hill 
Methodist Church and were al-
ways very involved there.]  Or-
ville preached. I wrote a letter 
to Libbie Russell this evening. 
Did not go to church. [It sounds 
like there were opportunities to 
spend the whole day and eve-
ning at church.]

Chauncey B Day from Al-
cove recorded on January 
1,1887: Thurs. Went to Al-
cove—got 3 gal. kerosene.

The diary of another anon-
ymous person recorded: Jan 1, 
1888 Rained all day. Hugh here 
in evening. 

A. M. Cowles recorded in 
his diary: January 1, 1898: The 
snow that fell yesterday has 
been piled in heaps last night 
and the wind is still blowing. 
I could not get home last night 
for the snow was drifted.  Mr. 
Whitehead and myself played 5 
games of dominoes this morn-
ing.  In the evening played with 
Mr. Mackey. Mr. Cook and 
brother drove them to the house 
to break out the roads.

Jan. 1, 1918:  A diary from 
the Wade family recorded: Mary 
is with us. We stay in all day. 
Big Fire in Catskill 2:20 a.m.

Mrs. Mary D. Mattice from 
Catskill wrote: Wednesday, Jan 
1,1919: We stayed home. Made 
head cheese and hockeye [a pig 
product].

For years many Oak Hill and 
Vicinity families have gone to 
Florida in the winter; the Tripps, 
the Fords, and the Wades all had 
houses in the Bradenton area. 
For these folks, the New Year 
was a time to go south. A series 
of diaries written by the Wade 
family give an idea of what the 
New York folks did in Florida:

Gainesville Fla Jan 1, 1925. 

Mr. and Mrs. Bates, Nelson and 
I ate our New Year’s dinner to-
gether outside our tents plac-
ing our tables together. (Menu:  
fricasseed chicken, sweet and 
white potatoes, cucumber pick-
les, chili sauce, creamed onions, 
green peas, sweet corn, celery, 
cranberries sauce.  Coffee Lem-
on pies.) The men washed the 
dishes for us. Mrs. Bates and 
I called on Mrs. Harder from 
Hudson on this camp.

Jan 1, 1928: Spend the day a 
home. Bates are away the week 
end. Mr. and Mrs. Lasher called 
this afternoon. We spend our 
spare time writing letters. Nel-
son goes to church.

Deland Fla:  Jan 1, 1930 A 
very lovely day. Need no fi re. 
Wash this am; take a nap this af-
ternoon. And go with the Lash-
ers to see the Glorifi ed Ameri-
can Girl.

1934:  Deland, Fla. We go out 
for dinner and go to the movies 
in afternoon. Mr. and Mrs. Kipp 
from Orange City call in the 
evening. Tooldie seems some 
better today. 80 in the shade.

Jan 1, 1935: A lovely day. 
We call on Mr. and Mrs. Vincent 
and the Hacks. Have our din-
ner at home. Spend our evening 
with Mr. and Mrs. Luke

Jan 2.  Three callers. Nice 
day. Our anniversary. Hacks for 
the evening.

Jan. 1, 1938: A lovely day. 

Had dinner at home. Junior with 
us. There was a dinner at the CC 
[country club?] Building for the 
Tourists but we did not go. The 
holidays passed off very pleas-
antly. Thunder showers later 
evening.

Jan 1, 1939:  callers this af-
ternoon.

Jan 2 this is our 56th wedding 
anniversary. Quite a change be-
tween then and now

Jan 1, 1940:  Mr. and Mrs. 
Palmer, Mrs. Lasher, Nelson 
and I had our dinner at the Tour-
ist Club Rooms. A very nice 
turkey dinner gotten on purpose 
for the club about 230 were 
there.  Price 80 cents. The busi-
ness meeting at 7:00, then an 
entertainment and refreshments 
and card playing. Mr. and Mrs. 
Howards came this afternoon. 

You can see the New York 
folks had a wide circle of 
friends, lots of activities, and 
warm weather. Some of them 
stayed a few months and then 
returned north. Others made 
Florida their permanent home. 

Another diary which has 
no name identifying its owner, 
written in an O-K Seal Theme 
Tablet is one of my favorites. It 
is titled “My Diary for 1936.”

Wed. Jan 1 --1936:  Geils, 
John and I were to Flossies & 
Harris. A beautiful day. Came 
back and stopped at Golda’s, 
they were sawing ice.

Thurs. Jan 2. John went on 
the road I did chores, washed, 
another lovely day starting to 
rain at night. Reggie Fowler 
broke his leg at Newells.

Friday, Jan 3. Johns home, it 
rained all day. John went with 
Floyd Nickerson after hay.  I 
went to Helens.

Saturday Jan 4:  Lovely 
day just like spring. Helen and 
I went to Middleburg got our 
money from Clarence, came 
back by way of Potter Hollow. 
Stopped at Ethel Bates got home 
about 4 oclock had a hay ride 
through the woods.

Sunday Jan 5: Just a perfect 
day Very icy rained last night.  
John walked to Elmers. Geil, 
K.O. and Cecile was down after 
milk.

Mary Wade, wife of Leslie 
Wade, lived in the Green Re-
vival house in Oak Hill. She 
became the Durham Town Clerk 
January 1, 1946 and record-
ed in her diary: We have Town 
Clerk’s offi ce and had the safe 
etc. moved to our house.  Wrote 
a few licenses.  Stayed home for 
New Year’s Day.

Jan. 2:  got desk ready for 
Town Papers, etc.  Had to get 
new battery for car. Pop [Leslie] 
got all the Town Clerk material 
in order for me. Not much busi-
ness yet. 

Brooks Atkinson, the dra-

ma critic for the “New York 
Times,” and Pulitzer Prize-win-
ning author who had a house in 
Durham on the Susquehanna 
Turnpike for many years, pub-
lished a book in 1951 called 
“Once Around the Sun.” It is 
presented in diary form in that 
there is an essay for every day 
of the year. 

Some essays describe local 
residents, but today I want to 
share his philosophical com-
ments on January 1, 1951. He 
was in New York City that day. 
His musings seem relevant for 
today: “New Year’s Day. The 
new year comes in with a sting. 
New York is alarmed. Rain fall-
ing at a freezing temperature 
has covered the sidewalks with 
a hard glaze. Speaking over the 
city radio the mayor personally 
warns motorists to keep off the 
icy streets. The Weather Bu-
reau forecasts a heavy snow-
storm tonight. At the moment, 
the year looks bright…. we are 
warm and we begin the new 
year triumphantly. The worst 
can happen; occasionally it 
does. Not many of us in Ameri-
ca are prepared for it, for we do 
not believe it in our bones. We 
cheerfully assume that in some 
mystic way love conquers all, 
the good outweighs evil in the 
just balances of the universe and 
that at the eleventh hour some-
thing gloriously triumphant 
will prevent the worst before 
it happens. In the austere light 
of the world’s experience our 
optimism is naïve. When wars 
and depressions strike us down, 
we are shocked, incredulous, 
and unprepared. But cautious 
calculations bore us; they have 
such a dismal appearance and 
sound. To Americans optimism 
is a more congenial attitude. It 
may be even more than that: it 
may be creative. For all that I 
know at the moment, ‘Happy 
New Year’ may be nothing less 
than prophecy as the world be-
gins one more journey around 
the sun.”

Columnist Mary Lou Nahas 
is the Town of Durham Histori-
an. She lives in Oak Hill, thus 
the name of her column. 

Greenville Auto & Truck Parts 
4979 Route 81, Greenville · 518-966-5344 

Mon-Fri 7:30-6 · Sat 8-5 · Sun 9-2 

OVERBAUGH
DUMPSTERS 

15-Yard Dumpsters Available 
Mark Overbaugh - Greenville 

518-947-9981

Spring Cleaning?? 
Want to Get Rid of Old Metal? 
All Metals Picked up FREE!! 

All appliances - Air Conditioners 
Outdoor Grills - Metal Swimming Pools 

Call Today! 
John at 518-756-3056 

Many people kept diaries in the past

The front of the “Once Around the Sun” dust jacket is typical of illustration in 1951 
when it was published. The book sold for $4.

The dress Helen Tripp wrote about in her diary would likely have been similar to those worn by the Tripp ladies in this picture. 
They prided themselves on their fashionable attire, made mostly at home. At that period of time, the local stores sold yard 
good and notions. Some ladies in town had a dressmaker come to stay for a week or so to make their new gowns.

The Tripps had a house in Bradenton, where the whole family visited.  I U was in 
fact living there when he died, but his body was returned to Oak Hill for burial in 
the Oak Hill Cemetery. They were members of the Bradenton Country Club.

Mary Wade of Oak Hill was one of the many area people who went to Florida each 
winter. Some visited; others retired there. Most people drove from the Catskills to 
Florida, and there are numerous accounts of their trips which took several days 
and possibly car repairs along the way. 

CONTRIBUTED PHOTOS
The back of the dustjacket of Brooks Atkinson’s book pictures him and tells about 
his many achievements.

Fulling Mills: once a 
thriving business in 
upstate New York

I have long been intrigued by 
JG Borthwick’s comments on the 
Mills of Old Durham, p36, “His-
tory of Greene County.” It states, 
“The next want of settlers was 
clothing: they could go barefoot, 
but clothing was a necessity. They 
raised fl ax and kept sheep; and 
their good wives spun and wove 
linen and fl annel, and linsey-wool-
sey; but they became a little proud, 
and wanted fulled cloth. To meet 
this felt want, George Flowers, 
Esq., built a large carding and full-
ing-mill with dye-works, attached 
near his sawmill at Oak Hill.”  
Borthwick had earlier written, “Lu-
cas DeWitt built a sawmill quite 
near the upper bridge in Oak Hill; 
and George Flower also built one 
on the same stream, one-half mile 
north of Oak Hill.”

Why was I intrigued by the 
comments about a large carding 
and fulling mill with dye works? I 
believe that today I own the prop-
erty where it was located. I look 
out at it every day. There is no sign 
of any large building or group of 
buildings along the creek today.  
There is some remnant of a dam, 
but that’s all. Legend has it that the 
cottage behind the Tripp barn was 
a dye house and the building was 
later moved to its present location. 
There are no early photos (to my 
knowledge) and no real proof that 
the story is true. I can verify that the 
cottage was once a chicken house 
and later an artist’s studio and today 
a garden cottage which has been 
pictured in several magazines, but 
a large carding and fulling mill with 
dye-work? In fact, for a long time, 
I didn’t even know what a fulling 
mill was.

Borthwick went on to write: 
“Joseph and John Wright had a sim-
ilar establishment near Schenek’s 
Bridge, north side of the stream. 
This bridge fell down with a drove 
of cattle on it, causing the death of 
three of them. The bridge and the 
road connected with it were then 
abandoned. Simeon and Asa Jones, 
and John Jerome, also built full-

ing-mills on Thorp Creek. There 
was also a fulling-mill on Saybrook 
Creek. But the last carding and full-
ing machine was the one which 
was built and occupied by Israel 
Brown, near Brown’s Mill. He, at 
one time carried on a large business 
there, but since his death in 1881, it 
has not been used.”

Seems every town had fulling 
mills at one time. Hiram Bogar-
dus, in Beers History of Greene 
County, wrote about Greenville 
“The fi rst grist-mill in the town 
was built by Augustine Prevost. 
It stood on a small stream known 
as Prevost Creek, a short distance 
above where it empties into the 
Basic, and on the farm afterward 
owned by Josiah Rundle. This mill 
was standing, within the memory 
of many now living, although it 
did not continue in use many years. 
Several saw-mills and fulling-mills 
were built at an early day on the up-
per Basic, although but little can be 
said of them at present, except that 
the Hicock family had a saw-mill 
above the Scripture Bridge, and 
also a share in a fulling-mill nearby. 
Interestingly enough, two Hicock 
brothers owned the brick house in 
Oak Hill in the 1830s.

There were also a number of 
fulling mills in the town of Rens-
selaerville. The book People Made 
It Happen Here, has a section on 
carding-fulling: It tells us that in 
Medusa in 1814 Daniel Doolitell 
and Elihu Wetmore had a Fulling 
and Carding Mill.

Porter Wright recounted that 
before Squire Tanner owned the 
mill, the present Leslie Moore 
house was a fulling mill. The full-
ing mill processed cloth from hand-
spun materials. The purpose of this 
process was to give body to the 
cloth, raise the nap, remove the oil 
from the wool and shrink the mate-
rial, Wright explained.

Listed in Rensselaerville in 
1801: Wm and Urial King erected a 
mill (for fulling, dressing and dye-
ing cloths) a little below the grist-
mill on about the site that was later 

occupied by a sawmill fi rst owned 
by Jon Shultes and then Burt War-
ner: Hollister and Miner erected 
carding machinery in this mill.

Listed in the 1850 Industri-
al Census is Lewis Dietz—cloth 
manufacturing; 1813 in Town of 
Rensselaerville –3 fulling mills; 
1824 6 fulling mills in town; 1820 
J H Nowell & Tenney record that 
there were 3 carding machines in 
Rensselaerville.

Further away the Haskell & 
Smith’s Gazetteer recorded that in 
1840 Schenectady County had 7 
fulling mills, 2 woollen factories, 
1 cotton factory.  Schoharie County 
had 30 fulling mills and 1 woollen 
factory. 

I’ve also learned about fulling. 
Seems it is an ancient craft, men-
tioned in Greek literature and the 
Bible. Old Sturbridge Village has 
published material on the process:

A fulling mill generally consist-
ed of heavy wooden mallets which 
were mechanically made to contin-
ually rise and fall on the cloth in a 
water-fi lled trough. The device was 
run by a waterwheel. The loosely 
woven cloth was placed in the full-
ing trough, together with hot water 
and some form of detergent. 

In Dobson’s Dictionary of Art, 
Science and Miscellaneous Liter-
ature in 1798, we learn that cloth 
was “laid in urine, then in fuller’s 
earth, and water and lastly in soap 
dissolved in hot water. Soap alone 
would do very well, but this is 
expensive. After being fulled and 
dyed, the cloth was suspended in 
open fi elds for stretching, so that it 
would dry evenly and square. Full-
ing mills were located in open coun-
try with plenty of fi eld space upon 
which the tenter frames could be set 
up and fabric dried in the sun and 

air. The cloth then passed through 
a furler who removed knots, rough 
spots and loose threads. The cloth 
was napped by teasels, or fuller’s 
thistles, which raised a fi ne nap and 
resulted in a material that felt soft-
er. Teasels, a tall herbaceous bien-
nial plant, were not planted in this 
country until 1833, before which 
they were imported from Europe. 
The fulling operation took from 48 
to 65 hours. The practice died out 
with the modernization of the in-
dustrial revolution.

But back to Oak Hill and Vicin-
ity: George Flower who owned the 
property and the mills in Oak Hill 
referenced in Beers was a Revolu-
tionary War veteran who came to 
Oak Hill from Connecticut with 
his wife. They had a number of 
children. He farmed and was en-
terprising, being a member of the 
church and serving in positions of 
leadership in town.  I don’t know 
how he would have learned about 
the process, but he is often referred 
to as a clothier. I also do not know 
when he closed the mills here.

One son, Nathan Monroe Flow-
er, who was born at Oak Hill in 
1796, learned the wool-carding 
and cloth-dressing trade in his fa-
ther’s mill here. As an adult Nathan 
moved to Cherry Valley where he 
married Mary Ann Boyle. In 1822, 
he and his wife moved to the re-
mote settlement of Theresa, where 
he established a wool-carding and 
cloth-making business which were 
later destroyed by fi re. Roswell 
Pettibone Flower, who became the 
30th Governor of New York from 
1892 to 1894, was their fourth son 
and sixth child.  

Columnist Mary Lou Nahas is 
the Town of Durham Historian. She 
lives in Oak Hill, thus the name of 
her column. 

CONTRIBUTED PHOTOS
There is no indication of the early mills today. But George, who would have lived approximately where the picture is taken from, 
could have looked out at his establishment down the hill along the creek. Today teasel can be found growing in that area. I 
have no idea if it could have been planted back in Flower’s day, and used in the fulling process, but maybe.

Could this cottage have been part of Flower’s operation and moved down the creek to 
its present location? Several people have said it was a dye house for the cloth making 
process. Possibly.

The Miner Walden Carding and Fulling Mill in nearby Berne  was built shortly after 
1797. It was also used to produce wooden shoe pegs before becoming part of Simmons 
Axe Factory in 1825.

This 1867 map is much later than the early fulling mill. But Flowers lived where H.O. 
Graham is shown on the map and his mill would have been on Kelsey Creek. Since water 
was necessary for the fulling process it would have been a good location.

I wish I had a photo of George Flower but 
the only family photo I currently have is 
that of his grandson Roswell.

By Melanie Lekocevic 
Courtesy of Columbia-Greene Media 

CAIRO-DURHAM — A Cai-
ro-Durham School District kinder-

garten teacher was arrested on drug 
charges during her lunch break this 
week in connection with an ongo-
ing police investigation into the 
distribution of narcotic drugs in the 

county, Greene County District At-
torney Joseph Stanzione said in a 
statement Friday afternoon. 

Melissa Eising Saccoccie, 40, 
of Coxsackie, was charged with 

seventh-degree criminal possession 
of controlled substances and driv-
ing while ability impaired by drugs, 
Stanzione said. 

“It is alleged that the arrest oc-
curred while Ms. Saccoccie was on 
her work lunch break,” Stanzione 
said. 

The Cairo-Durham school dis-
trict released a statement stating a 
faculty member was arrested by 
state police in connection with an 
incident that allegedly took place 
off school property, but did not 
identify the faculty member. “We 
do not believe that student or staff 
safety was jeopardized by this fac-
ulty member,” according to the 
statement. “As always, the district is 
committed to cooperating with law 
enforcement and will be conducting 
its own investigation to determine if 
the faculty member’s conduct was 
school related.” 

Saccoccie was arrested as a re-
sult of a continuing investigation 
by New York State Police and the 
Greene County District Attorney’s 
Offi ce into fi ve people arrested 
Monday in connection with the dis-

tribution of narcotics in the county, 
Stanzione said. Stanzione did not 
identify the link between Saccoccie 
and the fi ve individuals. 

Timothy Reese, 33, of Earl-
ton, was charged with third-degree 
criminal possession of a controlled 
substance, a class B felony, and sec-
ond-degree criminal possession of 
a weapon, a class C felony. Jarrod 
Reese, 31, of Selkirk, was charged 
with fi rst-degree criminal posses-
sion of a controlled substance, a 
class A felony, and second-degree 
criminal possession of a weapon, a 
class C felony. Dwayne Brown, 38, 
of Ballston Spa, was charged with 
fi rst-degree criminal sale of a con-
trolled substance, a class A felony. 
Cassandra Garza, 30, of Catskill, 
was charged with fi rst-degree 
criminal possession of a controlled 
substance, a class A felony. Cheryl 
Medert, 55, of Earlton, was charged 
with third-degree criminal pos-
session of a controlled substance, 
a class B felony. Saccoccie was 
issued an appearance ticket and is 
scheduled to appear in Cairo Town 
Court at a future date.

C-D kindergarten teacher faces drug charges

MAKE A CHANGE, EARN WHAT YOU’RE WORTH TODAY!
NYVT Media, the largest media outlet in Washington  

County is in search of a Sales Professional!  
Experience preferred in Print & Digital Sales.  

Be in charge of renewing and prospecting new customers in our 
VT territory. Must be a team player & self-motivated.  Position 

requires remote work and in-field sales calls. 
Access to the internet & a personal computer are necessary.
Future potential for Full Time position and expanded territory.

APPLY AT: www.NYVTmedia.com/job-opportunities
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GLASS        PLASTIC       CANS

2381 Rt. 9W, Ravena
Next to Family Dollar

WE ACCEPT ALL N.Y.STATE DEPOSITS
— Approaching 1 year in business July 9th, 2019 —

Drop Off Service
NO Waiting at Machines
We Count for You!
Want to Help with Raising Money — 
FUNDRAISERS
Will Assist with Picking Up 
for Fundraisers

We PAY the Extra Penny 
on All NY State Deposit 

Cans/Bottles
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GLASS        PLASTIC       CANS

2381 Rt. 9W, Ravena
Next to Family Dollar

WE ACCEPT ALL N.Y.STATE DEPOSITS
— Approaching 1 year in business July 9th, 2019 —

Drop Off Service
NO Waiting at Machines
We Count for You!
Want to Help with Raising Money — 
FUNDRAISERS
Will Assist with Picking Up 
for Fundraisers

We PAY the Extra Penny 
on All NY State Deposit 

Cans/Bottles

*Must place window order 
by October 30th, 2019! 

Invest in your 
home's energy 
efficiency this fall 
and save at GNH! 
For a limited time 
only, 2200 Series 
Smarter Windows
Double Hung 
Replacements are
ONLY $169.OO! 

Visit GNH to 
learn more.

Greenville · Windham · Latham
www.GNHlumber.com
0% financing to credit qualified

Invest in Energy Efficient Double 
Hung Windows This Fall and SAVE!

Open 7 days a week from 10am-5pm
(518) 731-6196  •  Cty Rt 26, Climax, NY  12042

Follow us
on Facebook(1/2 Mile on left off Rte. 81  —  Red Barns on Hill)

, LLC
Sweet Cider and Our Own Cider Donuts!
16 Varieties of Apples Still on the Stand!

Pies on the Weekends!
       Squash, Vegetables, 

Local Maple Syrup & Honey, 
Jams & Jellies.

ORDER YOUR
THANKSGIVING 

PIES
BY NOV. 24th

We Now Carry Local Grass Fed Beef!

On the 
stand:

Qualifi ed households may now 
apply for Home Energy Assistance 
Pro¬gram (HEAP) grants, a feder-
ally funded program that provides 
both reg¬ular and emergency fi -
nancial assistance to help pay heat-
ing and utility bills. 

The grants are available 
through local Department of So-
cial Services (DSS) offi ces and 
Offi ces for the Aging. Customers 
of Central Hudson Gas & Electric 
Corp. who receive a HEAP bene-
fi t toward their ac¬count will also 
be issued a monthly credit on their 
bill for a max¬imum of 12 months 
based on service type and amount 
of HEAP benefi t.

“We’re pleased to offer addi-
tional assistance to families who 
may be struggling and depend on 
HEAP benefi ts, and encourage all 
eligible households to apply,” said 
Anthony Campagiorni, Vice Pres-
ident of Customer Services and 
Regulatory Affairs.

Campagiorni explained that 
qualifi ed families using electric-
ity or natural gas as their primary 
heating source may receive a reg-
ular HEAP benefi t $350 or more, 
depending on family income and 
size guidelines, applied toward 
their Central Hudson account. 

“In addition to these grants, eli-
gible customers will also receive a 
credit on their utility bills that pro-
vide further assistance in lowering 
their energy costs,” said Campa-
giorni. 

The bill credit is based on the 
type of heating source and income 
level. 

He added that qualifi ed house-
holds receiving a HEAP benefi t for 
non-utility heating fuels such as 
oil, propane, wood/wood pellets, 
kero¬sene, coal or corn are also el-
igible for a monthly credit on their 
electric or non-heating gas bill. 

“We’re happy to provide bill 
discounts to customers who heat 
with these fuels, as well,” said 
Campagiorni. 

Customers should email their 
HEAP Notice of Decision Letter to 
Central Hudson at CareUnit@cen-
hud.com to be enrolled and receive 
the bill credit.

Regular HEAP grants for the 
fall and upcoming winter are avail-
able between now and Mar. 16, 
2020, or until funding is exhaust-
ed. Emergency HEAP grants will 
be available between Jan. 2 and 
Mar. 16, 2020. These benefi ts are 
designed to meet an eligible house-
hold’s immediate energy needs.

An additional benefi t, the 
Heating Equipment Repair or Re-
placement (HERR) program, is 
available to assist income quali-
fi ed homeowners in repairing or 
replacing their primary heating 
equipment when the systems are 
inoper¬able or unsafe. Appli-
cations for HERR are accepted 
through Sept. 30, 2020, or until the 
funding is ex¬hausted.

To apply for HEAP and HERR 
benefi ts, customers may contact 
their local DSS offi ce, call (800) 
342-3009, or visit www.mybene-
fi ts.ny.gov. In¬dividuals who are 
60 and older and do not receive 
Supplemental Nutrition Assistance 
Program (SNAP) benefi ts may 
contact their local Offi ce for the 
Aging to learn of the eligibil¬ity 
requirements by calling 800-342-
9871 or by visiting www.aging.
ny.gov.

For more information on 
HEAP eligibility requirements 
and benefi ts, visit www.Central-
Hudson.com/HEAP or http://otda.
ny.gov/programs/heap/program.
asp; and for more on all of Central 
Hudson’s assistance and billing 
programs, visit www.CentralHud-
son.com, and click on “My Ac-
count.” 

Home heating assistance 
grants now available

HUDSON — Medical and community leaders joined in Hudson 
recently to unveil state-of-the-art 3D breast biopsy technology that 
offi cials at Columbia Memorial Health say will signifi cantly improve 
the diagnosis, treatment and outcomes for breast cancer patients 
Greene and Columbia counties. 

The stereotactic 3D biopsy system, known as Affi rm, will pro-
vide more precise targeting of tissue abnormalities identifi ed through 
CMH’s 3D mammography capabilities, yielding earlier and more 
accurate detection of breast cancer. The technology was acquired 
through the generosity of community members who contributed to 
the Columbia Memorial Health Foundation.

“This life-saving 3D biopsy technology, paired with our 3D mam-
mography service, provides our patients with the most advanced diag-
nostic care available in locations that are comfortable, convenient and 
close to home,” said CMH President and CEO Jay P. Cahalan.

In addition to offering 3D mammography and 3D biopsy services, 
CMH has signifi cantly augmented its radiology and pathology exper-
tise through its affi liation with Albany Medical Center. The Albany 
Med and CMH radiology and pathology services are now fully inte-
grated, which means that mammograms, and all imaging and diagnos-
tic studies, are interpreted by the region’s leading experts.

 “Each year in the U.S. more than 268,000 women are diagnosed 
with breast cancer,” said Tariq Gill, M.D., chief of Radiology at CHM. 
“This technology, now available right here in our community, is a tre-
mendous step forward in our ability to detect and diagnose early stage 
breast cancer, signifi cantly improving the likelihood of successful 
treatment.” 

Columbia Memorial Health Foundation Vice Chair Anne Scho-
maker said: “This technology is truly a gift of life made possible 
through the tremendous generosity of our donors. We are grateful be-
yond words to our supporters who continue to rally around CMH to 
ensure its essential mission can continue and expand.”

CMH unveils 
3D biopsy technology

HANNACROIX — The Hannacroix Rural Cemetery, which is lo-
cated on Route 411 in Dormansville/Westerlo, is seeking donations for 
the 2020 mowing expense for the cemetery.  

Whether you have a loved one buried there or would just like to 
give a donation, it would be greatly appreciated, organizers said. They 
also thank all who have helped in the past. 

Organizers need your help to keep the cemetery maintained. Contri-
butions can be sent to: Hannacroix Rural Cemetery, C/O Linda Smith, 
Treasurer, 115 State Route 143, Westerlo, New York 12193.

Hannacroix Rural 
Cemetery seeks 2020 

mowing donations

 I wanted to thank everyone within the Ravena / Coeymans / 
Selkirk communities for their continued support over the last 
year. It has been difficult at times but we have managed to get 
through it and provide a helpful community service. We are back 
to regular business hours Mon - Fri 10am - 5pm / Sat 10am - 3pm 
/ Closed on Sundays
 Currently, with the volume of bottles and cans we are only 
taking drop offs - bring in your empties, place them in a designated 
area, we take your name and then give you the earliest time 
frame to come back or any time thereafter to collect your money.
Since opening in July 2018, we have helped raise approximately 
$52,500, which is almost 924,000 bottles/cans for 50 different 
organizations which anyone can donate to.
 We look forward to servicing the community in the future. 
If you have any questions regarding operation, donations or 
fundraisers please reach out....

Shane DeCrescenzo

Just Makes Cents
Bottle & Can Redemption Center

518-577-3084
Justmakescents6@gmail.com

Janine’s Janine’s 
Floral CreationsFloral Creations

2447 Rte 9 W • 518.756.3767 • Ravena, NY  12143

We are your one stop shop for amazing 

Floral Arrangments & GiftsFloral Arrangments & Gifts  
for that special someone in your life!

• Large Inventory of Fresh Flowers
• Plants
• European/Dish Gardens
• Silk Arrangements
• Dried Floral Arrangements
• Extensive Gift Line
• Gourmet and Fruit Baskets
• Gift Baskets

• Greeting Cards
• Candles
• Primitive Gifts
• Large Selection of Gifts,  
 Cards, and Stuffed Animals

We also Deliver Locally
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selves. One day, on their way 
to the Cumberland Farms a few 
years ago, Euf and his friends 
spotted the empty tennis court 
no longer in use. They found a 
bunch of discarded fi ling cab-
inets in a dumpster, and after 
cleaning off the tennis court, 
they brought in the fi ling cabi-
nets to create ledges for doing 
grind tricks on their bikes. 

Their makeshift skate park 
did not last long. Soon, they 
found the gate locked and im-
provised equipment gone. 

Area youth persisted in the 
effort to have a place to do their 
sport. At Vanderbilt Town Park, 
some youth brought in rails 
and ramps to use. The Town of 
Greenville, noting a lack of in-
surance, banned the activity in 
May 2019. 

At the June 17, 2019 town 
board meeting, members dis-
cussed building a skate park in 
town, having obtained estimates 
for insurance coverage. A local 
resident donated ramps and oth-
er equipment for this purpose. 

When Freehold resident Tra-
cy Young found out about the 
effort, she volunteered to help, 
organizing a group of about 30 
people to clean off tennis court 
with the assistance of the town’s 
building and grounds employ-
ees. “We cleaned all the stuff 
out, and people were excited,” 
she said. The plan was to open 
the park in the spring of 2020.

Rotarian John Ingalls invit-
ed Greenville town councilman 
Travis Richards to a Rotary 
meeting to explain the project 
and enlist the club’s support. 
The Rotary decided to donate 
$1,800 for the purchase of 
quarter pipes, ramps, and other 
equipment from Camp Pinna-
cle, a religious retreat center in 
Voorheesville, to augment the 
donated equipment.

When COVID-19 hit, the 

project, as so many others 
during the pandemic, was put 
on hold, but the plans to build 
a skate park began moving for-
ward this spring. The town in-
stalled the equipment and on 
May 31, opened the park for use 
from dawn to dusk.

Adler Karle, who has been 
skateboarding for about six 
months, and a group of friends 
had an opportunity to try out the 
park after it opened, skating up 
and down the ramp and doing 
tricks on the rails. “It was pret-
ty good—fun,” Karle said. “It 
brought all my friends together 
again,” he said. 

For Karle and others in the 
skating community, the sport 
is largely about community and 
connection, something that was 

a challenge during the pandem-
ic. “It’s a community you’re a 
part of—it’s not just you getting 
on your skateboard and doing 
tricks—but you have friends 
that motivate you to keep go-
ing,” he said. 

Karle has learned how to 
ride from his friends as well 
as watching YouTube videos. 
“A big part of skating is what 
tricks I can do and how I can 
build off of those and do those 
same tricks and make them look 
cooler, or put them all together,” 
he said. Making “lines” is when 
skateboarders link a series of 
tricks together in a sequence.

Euf said that the park is more 
geared towards skateboarding 
than BMX, because the equip-
ment is too close together. Now 

that he drives and works in 
Colonie, he heads to Albany’s 
Washington Skate Park after 
work. “I pretty much go to work 
in the morning with my bike in 
the car and then stay until the 
lights go out,” he said. 

In Greenville, Karle plans 
to spend a great deal of his free 
time using the park. “I defi nite-
ly will be spending the majority 
of my days after school there or 
weekends and during the sum-
mertime,” he said. “I would 
never have thought that Green-
ville would have a skate park or 
build one. It shows that Green-
ville cares about their communi-
ty. Kids who skateboard usually 
get a bad rap. Greenville gave 
kids a chance to redeem them-
selves and show that they care 
about everybody in the commu-
nity.” 

Greenville’s timing is appro-
priate given what is happening 
in the Olympic sporting commu-
nity. The International Olympic 
Committee (IOC) added BMX 
to the Olympic Games in 2008, 
and skateboarding debuts as an 
Olympic sport in Tokyo this 
summer, with provisional ap-
proval for inclusion in the 2024 
Paris games. 

“It has really been wonderful 
to see how the entire community 
has come together,” said Young 
of the skate park’s creation. 
Both parents and their kids are 
enthusiastic.

I think it’s going to be a great 
thing for the kids in town,” Rich-
ards said. “It gives them some-
thing to do, and it’s a good focal 
point for kids to be involved in 
outside of school and outside of 
school sporting events.” 

SKATE, from page 1

JOY IAFALLO
Associate Real Estate Broker

Joy has over 18 years of industry and 
remodeling experience in the Capital Region. 

She brought her vast local knowledge and 
vibrant, kind personality to Gabler Realty in 
April 2018. Whether you’re buying or selling, 

Joy’s experience and guidance can 
help you succeed in your real estate move!

Let Joy be your personal real estate guide. 
You won’t be disappointed!

Joy@GablerRealty.com
321 Delaware Avenue, Delmar, NY 12054

Let Joy Iafallo Be Your 
Personal Real Estate Guide!

518-928-1825

CHRIS KARLE/GREENVILLE PIONEER
Simon Uht of Greenville does a “K grind” on a quarter pipe.

CHRIS KARLE/GREENVILLE PIONEER
Sean Aloisi attempts the skateboard trick nicknamed “disaster” on a quarter pipe.

CHRIS KARLE/GREENVILLE PIONEER
Simon Uht of Greenville does a “stall” on a ramp

CHRIS KARLE/GREENVILLE PIONEER
Liam McMillan does a “truck grind” on a quarter pipe.
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the internet. We hope to ultimately 
improve this starting with this sur-
vey,” said Harry Lennon, legislator 
for District 8. 

District 4’s legislator Greg Da-
vis agrees. “It’s very important, and 
approximately 25 percent of the 
citizens of Greenville do not have 
good access to broadband,” he said. 

The campaign will address ac-
cessibility as well as affordability. 
“I have had constituents wanting 
to have broadband available to 
their house for a business use, who 
would have to pay for the installa-
tion of the lines which can amount 
to thousands of dollars per mile 
from the existing connections,” 
Lawrence said. The county has 
plans to change that, beginning 
with this survey.

The survey results will help the 
county to identify areas with no 
or slow internet service and deter-
mine the barriers to providing that 
service. With this information, the 
county can move onto Phase 2 of 
the effort, which is completing 
grant applications to receive state 
and federal funds for improving 
broadband access. 

Funding is a major challenge 
in improving the county’s Internet 
service. “We need to have the data 
down to the street level to be able 
to communicate to state and feder-
al grant sources,” Hart said. “You 
have to do a deep dive into assess-
ing the gaps in order to put together 
a competitive application.”

This is why completion of the 
survey by residents and business 

owners is a critical piece of the pro-
cess, and the county is asking all 
residents to participate. “I encour-
age residents to complete the online 
survey or the paper survey if they 
don’t have access to online and re-
turn it to the county offi ce of plan-
ning and economic development,” 
Lennon said. “The more residents 
that complete the survey, the better 
opportunity we will have for addi-
tional funds to eventually go into 
the project.”

Internet providers are also 
working with the county to map 
out the current network of Internet 
access. 

One goal of the campaign to 
improve broadband service is to in-
crease competitiveness in the mar-
ket, Hart said, noting that in rural 
counties, including Greene Coun-
ty, there are not currently multiple 
Internet service providers. Having 
competition will help to address In-
ternet affordability. 

Improving broadband service 
will also fuel economic develop-
ment in the county. “In the end, it 
will provide a vehicle that will ex-
pand our local economy in Greene 
County,” Lennon said.

Improving Internet access re-
quires a collaborative effort. “It 
takes a lot of commitment by busi-
nesses and municipalities and our 
local providers and our residents to 
really put together a solution to the 
problem,” Hart said. “It is a contin-
ued priority of the county legisla-
ture.”

To access the survey online, 
visit www.GreeneBroadband.com.

SURVEY, from page 1

By Joanne E. McFadden 
The Greenville Pioneer 

This summer there will be yet 
another opportunity for people to 
get back to “normal life,” with the 
worst of the COVID-19 pandemic 
behind us. The Cairo Chamber of 
Commerce will be sponsoring a 
bimonthly farmers market on the 
fi rst and third Fridays of the month 
beginning July 2. 

The market will provide an 
opportunity to purchase locally 
grown produce and support local 
small business owners, as well as 
a chance to chat with other people 
and enjoy some free entertainment. 

“The market was a thought 
about trying to catch people who 
are traveling through the area and 
providing people locally with some 
healthy options,” said Cairo Cham-
ber Director Mike Esslie. He hopes 
to capitalize on the town’s central 
location by attracting those trav-
eling through as well as area resi-
dents. “Realistically, all the major 
roads come through Cairo,” Essie 
said. “They can stop and grab stuff 
as they’re passing through the town 
and heading up to a resort in Round 
Top or whatever their travel plans 
are.” 

The chamber approached the 
Cairo Town Board about the project 
and met with unanimous approval. 
The market will take place on the 
lawn of the Town Hall Building 
at 512 Main Street from 5 to 7:30 
p.m. 

This market is a boon for poten-
tial vendors, as there is no charge to 
participate. Vendors will be provid-
ed a 12’X12’ space, but they have 
to provide their own tables or pop-
up tents. 

In addition to produce, there 
will be other vendors selling crafts 
and other products. “We’re trying 
to keep it away from anything too 
commercialized,” Esslie said. 

Jo Ann Rodriquez launched her 
home-based business, Jo’s Jewels 
in February. She sells Paparazzi 
jewelry via Facebook and also at 
local markets and fairs, so she was 
excited to have the opportunity to 
be at the new market in Cairo. “I 
wanted to make myself a part of 
any market that I was able to,” Ro-
driquez said. 

She will have a booth with 
necklaces, several styles of brace-
lets, rings, and earrings, with prod-
ucts for women, men, and children. 
All jewelry for adults is $5 and 

children’s items are $1. 
Rodriquez plans to make a do-

nation to the chamber, as there is 
no fee for her to set up shop at the 
farmers market.  

In addition to vendors, the 
chamber is bringing in live musi-
cians to perform during the market. 

Kyle Thompson and his band, 
made up of singer Carmela Bucci 
and Aiden Pagan, who plays the 
guitar and cajón, a box-shaped per-
cussion instrument originally from 
Peru, are on the schedule. The trio 
has been performing street music 
out in front of Horizon Christian 
Fellowship and is now excited to 
be a part of the new farmers mar-
ket. “We want to create a nice at-
mosphere,” Thompson said. 

The band set a goal of writing a 
song a week, and the group plans to 
perform some of their original mu-
sic as well as pop music. 

“It’s a great opportunity that 
Mr. Esslie has given us,” said 
Thompson, the band’s lead singer 
and guitarist.

Also performing this summer 
will be the Dani Dae Duo, made 
up of singer and songwriter Dani 
McIntosh of East Durham and gui-
tarist Reggie Normandin of John-
stown. The duo performs in a wide 
range of musical styles, both their 
own original songs and popular 
music, all over the state. 

The market will operate through 
mid-September. 

“There’s a lot of towns in the 
area that are doing farmers markets 
as well,” Esslie said. “We’re work-
ing towards establishing a long-
term annual market.” 

Route 23  |  Hudson, NY  |  518-828-4181  |  SUNYcgcc.edu  |  

Black Rocket Virtual Camps 
for Kids

Blast off into the future of Creative Tech with 
Columbia-Greene Community College and 

Black Rocket! Kids ages 6 to 14 can enroll now in 
live, online STEAM classes taught by top teachers, 

with sessions in June and July.

To view a full list of camps and to register, visit 
blackrocket.com/online/gre/.

Summer 2021 will include:
New! Young Authors

Virtual Reality: The Future is Now

New! ROBLOX® Coders and Entrepreneurs

New! Minecraft® Animators

YouTube Content Creators

Esports Apprentice – Streamers and Gamers

New! App. IO: Make Your First Multiplayer App!

New! Inventor’s League – Prototyping for the Future!

Rocket Kart Racers: Design a Mario Kart Style Game

YouTube FX Masters

…and many more!

Registration for each class closes at 7 pm ET three days 
before class starts.

UP,

UP,
AND 
AWAY!

Let’s Go Together, #CoGreene!

SUMMER@COGREENE

Farmers market comes to Cairo

CONTRIBUTED PHOTOS
Aiden Pagan, Kyle Thompson, and Carmela Bucci will be performing at the Cairo 
Farmers Market this summer.

Jo Ann Rodriquez brings her business, Jo’s Jewels, to the Cairo Farmers Market 
this summer. 
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“We believe people are our 
most important asset.  We are a 
family-owned business committed 
to our employees and our commu-
nity.  We provide a positive work 
environment, good jobs with bene-
fits, worked based learning oppor-
tunities for students, and the oppor-
tunity for people to advance.”   

Brian Hemlock, President, 
TCI of NY

When you talk with the gradu-
ates and current students from RCS 
who are working at TCI there is a 
common theme that runs through 
them.  These young men and wom-
en get it.  It’s a strong work ethic.  
They understand hard work and 
discipline.  The importance of fam-
ily.  The value of money.   They are 
intelligent and respectful.

“I just bought an engine for my 
car from the money saved by work-
ing at TCI,” said Megan Keir.  “In 
July, I’m taking my mom to Flor-
ida for a week.  She has done so 
much for me.  This definitely is a 
place to be if you want to get far.  
When I came here, I really didn’t 
have much and now I’m working 
towards a lot so if that’s something 
someone wants to achieve, I’d defi-
nitely apply here.”

Brett Margiasso started three 
years ago at TCI.  He was TCI’s 
first paid intern.  “This place gives 
you the option to have benefits at 
a young age.  I learned about the 
401k plan.  At first, I was like ‘what 
you want to take my money from 
me’ but I researched it and talked 
to people. Saw what they’re match-
ing.  I started saving for retire-
ment.”

Brett now supervises the off-
loading of trucks.

“When I started, I was taking 
apart the transformers and working 
inside the big green pad mounts 
you see at places like the mall.  It 
was very physical,” said Brett.  
“My section now is offloading the 
trucks.  We need to write up every 
piece of equipment that comes in, 

record the gallons of oil and weight.  
Note the manufacturer.  My writing 
has improved.  It requires good 
judgement.  What needs to be in-
stantly scrapped or put aside to be 
refurbished and put up for sale.  It’s 
a lot.  It’s more mental now than 
physical.”

John Barr says, “It is a lot of 
responsibility.  Making decisions 
where this equipment goes.  He 
runs the section at 20 years old.  
One thing we preach here is we 
promote from within.  I see great 
things for Brett.”

TCI employs a reverse manu-
facturing process that prepares mill 
ready materials that are refined ac-
cording to stringent specifications 
from the mills.  The materials need 
to be at the same high standards as 
other manufacturing suppliers to 
the mills that are producing mate-
rials.

Caleb Foronda started out as an 
intern on the assembly line show-
ing up for work at 5 am until head-

ing off to school.  Then Covid hit 
and he was unable to continue his 
internship.  Then around July 2020 
he came back and was able to take 
his online courses at TCI.   He now 
works full time in surplus operating 
a 5-ton crane that takes the trans-
formers off trucks and puts them on 
the assembly line.

“I’m proud that this material is 
either re-purposed or recycled,” he 
says.  “I’m not planning to go to 
college and see opportunities for 
advancement here.  Brett already 
runs his own section at 20 years 
old.  The pay and benefits are great.  
I’m working on getting a new car.  
Going on vacation.  Before I had a 
cell phone and couldn’t pay the bill.  
Now I can.”

John Barr, “Caleb was the first 
intern to take his online classes at 
TCI.  He would come in at 5 am to 
work and then do his classes.  He 
graduated 6 months early.”

TCI goes to the utilities with 
specialized trailers to pick up trans-
formers and then off loads them at 
the plant where they go onto the 
highly modernized production line 
to separate the materials and pre-
pare them to be mill ready. 

Brett goes on to say, “If you 
genuinely pay attention and want 
to grow and build with this com-
pany, there is no reason you can’t.  
It is truly a great place to work.  I 
wake up every day and enjoy com-
ing to work.  I’ve learned a lot with 
engines and maintenance.  It’s cool 
there are opportunities for growth 
and advancement here.  I was one 
of the youngest to be certified on 
the forklift.  Sometimes, I’ll stick 
around and hang out with the truck 
drivers.  I learn a lot from them.  
Who knows maybe I’ll get my 
CDL license some day and drive a 

truck.”
Kameron Gonzalez adds, “I en-

joy working with the people here.  
It is a fun environment.  Every 
job here is important.  Constant-
ly learning how to problem solve.  
The transformers are all different.  I 
would like to drive the bigger ma-
chines someday and believe there 
is the opportunity to grow.  I plan 
on coming here full time.”

All materials from the trans-
formers are separated according to 
different categories based on what 
is reusable or scrap.  The reusable 
parts are prepared according to 
specifications for sale to the mills.  
Materials are transported through-
out the plant on forklifts operated 
by trained and certified employees.  
Truck operators are certified com-
mercial.

Roberto Gonzalez, Jr. says, “We 
take apart the transformer starting 
with the top.  Then drain all the oil 
out of it.  Dry it up and bring it out 
to disassemble and crush.  I am su-
per glad to be able to have this paid 
internship that has allowed me to 
help my mom and help pay for my 
truck that always has problems.”

Lisa Patierne, Principal at RCS, 
said, “Not every student will go 
onto college.  TCI provides stu-
dents with paid worked based 
learning opportunities that can lead 
to a promising career.  I’m comfort-
able with sending students to TCI 
because they really are a family or-
ganization with a positive culture.  
The students that work there love 
it.” 

Brett says, “I definitely would 
recommend this place for people 
with a good work ethic.  It is hard 
work and you really do need to 
work.  But every year we are work-
ing to make it safer and more effi-

cient.  Finding ways to protect the 
guys.  I’ve seen the investment into 
making it safer.”

“I’m studying welding at 
BOCES,” says Nate Cary. “I go 
to the Albany campus every other 
day.  TCI is a good place to start.  
They offer flexible hours to work 
around my schedule.  I’m happy 
with the pay.  Everybody is cool.  
Work keeps me busy.  I like it.  I’m 
putting some money away to buy a 
new car.”

Megan says, “You have to 
know what you are doing.  Weigh-
ing trucks in, doing paperwork, 
sending paperwork to buyers, run-
ning paperwork out to drivers.  It’s 
a busy department.  I like bigger 
responsibilities and can take on a 
lot.”

Not all the interns will go to 
work at TCI after graduation.  
Hunter Pike says, “Overall, it’s just 
fun, but I do want to go to college 
and looking at Hudson Valley, but 
for now, I’m happy working here.  
I’m going on vacation in two weeks 
with my family and the money I 
make here is going to pay for it.”

“This private-public partner-
ship between TCI and RCS is a 
perfect example of career explo-
ration and readiness that is par-
amount to developing a skilled 
workforce” states Brian Williams, 
Executive Director of the Capital 
Region Workforce Development 
Board.  “Exposing youth to differ-
ent careers allows them to develop 
the workforce skills they need to be 
successful.”

Brian Hemlock says, “This is a 
great group of young folks who are 
doing a great job.  The partnership 
with RSC has been outstanding.  
We couldn’t be happier with the 
work they are doing.”

TCI’s first plant in Coeyman’s 
was built in 2014.  Last August TCI 
opened their new expansion facility 
a 35,000 square foot, state of the art 
addition that added new capabil-
ity to the existing plant.  This ex-
panded services to their customers 
the power companies and utilities 
throughout the Northeast.  New 
jobs were created.  Jobs that used 
to go out of state were brought to 
Coeymans.

TCI of NY is one of eight mem-
bers of the G&S Family of Com-
panies with 600 employees across 
America, all devoted to the envi-
ronmentally safe processing, re-
cycling and repair of transformers 
and other oil-filled electrical equip-
ment, and the safe processing and 
re-use of electrical oils.  The com-
pany recycles and repurposes 99 
percent of the material in the trans-
formers received, providing a great 
environmental benefit as just a few 
decades ago, this material was put 
into landfills.

RCS STUDENTS DEMONSTRATE STRONG WORK ETHIC
TCI’s paid internships lead to promising careers

John Barr, Operations Manager (standing by the ded-
ication plaque to Gaby Newmark, TCI’s co-founder) 
“We can teach skills, but if you come with the work 
ethic that is the key.  At TCI we are not only teaching 
work skills but life skills.”

Brett Margiasso, Truck Unloading Supervisor, Class 
of 2019 
“My senior year, BOCES brought me down for a tour.  
I was fascinated and started my internship.  It was 
the best decision ever.  I moved into a full-time job 
and have been lovin’ it ever since.  I learn something 
new every day.” 

Megan Keir, Administrative Assistant Intern, Class 
of 2021 
“I’m training in the transportation and oil depart-
ments.  I like the variety, multiple responsibilities, 
learning new tasks and just like the environment.  I 
will be working here full time after graduation.”

Kameron Gonzalez, Production line intern, Class of 
2021 
“My paid internship couldn’t be better.  I’m decon-
structing transformers.  It’s fun because of the 
variety of things I’m doing.  I put the money into my 
savings account.  Pay for gas.  Occasionally go out 
to eat.”  

Caleb Foronda, Truck Unloading Specialist, Class of 
2021, Started January 2020 
“I like the people.  Everyone is nice and friendly.  The 
hours are flexible.  Sometimes I come in at 5 am and 
sometimes at 7 am.  What they care about is getting 
the job done.”

Hunter Pike, Production line intern, Class of 2021, 
Started October last year 
“I started as an Intern working half the day.  Learned 
a lot.  Responsibility.  Showing up on time.  Now I’m 
full time.  There are a lot of things you can do here.  
Hours are good and I’m making good pay.”  

Nate Cary, Paid intern in phase 3 (pad mount sec-
tion), Class of 2021 
“I’m taking the transformers apart and I like what 
I’m doing now.  There are also opportunities to grow.  
I hope to get certified in forklift.  After graduation I’m 
looking to go to work full time here.”  

Roberto Gonzalez, Jr. Production line intern, Class 
of 2022 
“I started 3 months ago and do a little bit of every-
thing.  I got certified and can drive the forklift.  I will 
work at TCI full time this summer, but I want to join 
the union for electrical through the BOCES program 
to be an electrician.”

CONTRIBUTED PHOTO
The TCI – RCS Team:  Becky O’Neil, Kameron Gonzalez, Nate Cary, Megan Keir, Roberto Gonzalez, Jr.,  Brett Margiasso, Hunter Pike, 
Caleb Foronda, Sam Kostue, John Barr, Brian Hemlock

 

Senior Project Manager 
 

Holcim (US) Inc. seeks Senior Project Manager 
in Ravena, NY to define, plan, & execute capital 
projects for large cement plant with crushing 
plant, vertical roller mill, preheater / precalciner 
burning system, 3 finish mills & truck/barge 
loading systems. Apply engineering & 
construction principles/practices to project 
engineering; make decisions regarding plant 
operations. Requires up to 10% travel. Apply 
online @ https://uscareers-lafargeholcim-
na.icims.com/jobs (Search for Keyword: 2021-
10827) 
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By Thomas Christopher 
I’m investing in a new water 

system for my garden in the Berk-
shires this spring.  Our well, al-
though it furnishes a perfectly ad-
equate supply for our household 
needs, does not produce enough 
flow to support garden irrigation. 
With the increasing frequency of 
droughts – a feature of our chang-
ing climate in the Northeast – I’m 
finding that just depending on the 
rain that falls on the garden is no 
longer enough. Instead, I’m in-
stalling a 500-gallon cistern that 
will be fed by run-off from the 
roof of our house. Coupled with a 
gravity-fed drip irrigation system, 
this should be enough to substan-
tially help our complex of raised 
bed vegetable gardens through at 
least the shorter spells of rainless 
weather.

Such a “water-harvesting” 
system is still a novelty in the 
Northeast. It shouldn’t be. Water 
is an irreplaceable resource, and 
clean water is in limited supply 
even in areas such as ours that 
are blessed with ample amounts 
of precipitation. We should not be 
using precious potable water on 
landscape irrigation, especially 
while squandering the moisture 
that falls naturally on our site. It 
makes no sense to arrange our 
landscaping so that we pump 
thousands of gallons of the for-
mer to satisfy our lawns and gar-
dens, while we allow the latter to 
escape as run-off that then over-
loads our water treatment systems 
or pollutes the local waterways.

I first encountered water har-
vesting during trips to the south-
western states thirty years ago, 
when I was researching a book 
about water-wise gardening. Re-

cently, I reconnected to that re-
gion when I consulted with Greg 
Peterson, founder of The Urban 
Farm in Phoenix, Arizona.

Greg is a passionate gardener, 
the creator of “The Urban Farm”, 
a 1/3-acre permaculture food 
forest that he has created around 
his home in a residential neigh-
borhood of the city. He believes 
that current aspirations for sus-
tainability don’t go far enough, 
that we need to re-invigorate and 
restore nature rather than just 
perpetuating it in its current dam-
aged state.  Living in a desert lo-
cale, a key part of re-invigorating 
his yard has been to manage wa-
ter wisely. He told me about how 
he has done this, while suggesting 
how I might apply his experience 
to my very different situation.

Greg says that to control the 
cost of his gardening, he likes 

to keep the water harvesting as 
simple as possible. That is, most 
of the water that falls on his site 
he collects in channels that feed 
a series of shallow basins which 
he has filled with wood chips.  
Around each of these basins he 
has planted fruit trees, some 70 
in all. The water from the occa-
sional rainstorm fills the basins 
and sinks into the soil at their 
bottoms, moistening it deeply. 
The roots of the trees (and po-
tentially other plants) can then 
tap this subterranean moisture, 
substantially reducing their need 
for irrigation. Of course, had he 
chosen to landscape with native 
desert plants instead of edibles, 
as Greg points out, he wouldn’t 
need to supplement the harvested 
water at all.

A key to making such a pas-
sive rain harvesting system work, 

Greg explains, is improving the 
permeability of the soil by add-
ing organic matter. He regularly 
top-dresses garden areas with a 
couple of inches of compost and 
mulches around trees and shrubs 
6-inches-deep with wood chips.

Greg has also installed a 
750-gallon cistern that he feeds 
with rain that falls on the roof 
of his house. He has re-plumbed 
a bathroom so that the so-called 
“gray water,” everything except 
the water from the toilet, is deliv-
ered to ornamental landscaping 
outdoors.  He even collects the 
water discharged from the system 
that cools his house in summer-
time to send it to the garden as 
well.  In short, no water is wasted.

I very much doubt that I’ll 
reach that degree of water con-
servation, but I do intend to re-
gard the various producers of 

water in my landscape as poten-
tial resources and not just wastes 
in the future. Thrift, after all, is 
supposed to be a Yankee virtue.  
Likewise, my observation when I 
was researching that book about 
water-wise gardening is that 
bringing the landscape into bal-
ance with the natural level of the 
water resources tends to produce 
much more interesting as well as 
more efficient display.

For more information about 
Greg Peterson’s water harvesting 
techniques, listen to our conver-
sation on the Berkshire Botanical 
Garden’s Growing Greener pod-
cast at thomaschristophergardens.
com/podcast.

Be-a-Better-Gardener is a 
community service of Berkshire 
Botanical Garden, located in 
Stockbridge, MA. Its mission, to 
provide knowledge of garden-
ing and the environment through 
a diverse range of classes and 
programs, informs and inspires 
thousands of students and visitors 
each year. Thomas Christopher is 
a volunteer at Berkshire Botani-
cal Garden and is the author or 
co-author of more than a dozen 
books, including Nature into Art 
and The Gardens of Wave Hill 
(Timber Press, 2019). He is the 
2021 Garden Club of America’s 
National Medalist for Literature, 
a distinction reserved to recognize 
those who have left a profound 
and lasting impact on issues that 
are most important to the GCA. 
Tom’s companion broadcast to 
this column, Growing Greener, 
streams on WESUFM.org, Paci-
fica Radio and NPR and is avail-
able at his website, https://www.
thomaschristophergardens.com/
podcast.

Harvesting H2O

CONTRIBUTED PHOTO
The building that once housed Mountain T-Shirts has been razed to make way for a new Stewart’s.
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BUYING
OR

SELLING?
CALL TODAY

FOR A
FREE CONSULTATION
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The future of our country depends 
on the ability of journalists to 
provide the public with 
investigative journalism.

Help show your support for quality,
investigative journalism:

Donate to the International
Consortium of Investigative
Journalists today

https://donate.icij.org/

Real, Reputable, 
Trusted. Your News 
Media.

www.newsmediaalliance.org 

THIS PUBLICATION 
SUPPORTS REAL 
NEWS.

THE PUBLIC NEEDS THE TRUTH;
NOT SOCIAL MEDIA HEADLINES & FAKE NEWS.

#SupportRealNews

Crossroads Ford
We are locally-owned & operated & our staff is customer-friendly with no 

pressure, so you can make the best decision for your next vehicle purchase.

518-756-4000 • 2351 Rt. 9W Ravena, NY • (Just 10 miles South of Albany)

BUY NOW For: $44,755 or LEASE For: $299/mo.
$4,259 Total Due at Signing • 24 Months | 21,000 Total Miles

2021 FORD

F-150 XL STX SUPERCREW
MSRP $46,755

BUY NOW For: $36,529 or LEASE For: $199/mo.
$3,769 Total Due at Signing • 24 Months | 21,000 Total Miles

2021 FORD

EXPLORER XLT 4WD
MSRP $37,440

BRAND USED SPECIALS 

DEALS ON NEW VEHICLES 

2017 CHEVROLET SILVERADO 1500 LT
5.3L V8 , Auto., Full 

Power, Navigation, Blue-
tooth, EZ Lift Tailgate, 
Leather Heated Seats, 

22,275 Miles.

STK#U10856T$38,986

2.7L V6, Auto., Eco Boost, 
XLT Chrome Appear. 
Pkg., Hitch, 20 Wheels, 36 
Gal. Fuel Tank, XLT Power 
Equip. Pkg., 36,193 Miles.

STK# U10895T $37,900

2018 FORD F-150 XLT 4X4 SUPER CAB

2020 FORD EXPLORER XLT
2.3L ECOBOOST, 

18” Alloy Wheel Pkg., 
Heated/ Pwr. Mirrors, 
Back Up Camera, 3rd 

Row Seats, 12,378 Miles.
$35,995 STK# U10956PT

11
51

25
_4

4x4 SPORT 2.0 SP AWC 
SUV, SATT Radio, Rear 
Spoiler, 4 Cyl Gas Saver, 
Heated Mirrors, Cruise 
Control, 33,112 Miles.
$18,995

2019 MITSUBISHI OUTLANDER

STK#U10890T

By Russell Gloor
For Capital Region Independent Media

Dear Rusty: My husband turns 65 
later this month. He has started having 
health issues - so much so that we are 
thinking about talking to his doctor about 
Social Security Disability. How would 
this affect him in applying for his Social 
Security benefi ts? Should we exhaust 
disability efforts before applying for his 
retirement benefi ts? 

Signed: Concerned Wife

Dear Concerned Wife: In order 
to qualify for SS Disability Insurance 
(SSDI) benefi ts, your husband’s disabil-
ity must be considered total and must 
be expected to last for at least one year. 
And that will need to be substantiated by 
medical evidence from his doctor. So, 
having a discussion with his doctor is the 

right fi rst step. 
Since SSDI benefi ts are based upon 

your husband’s full retirement age 
(FRA) benefi t amount, if he is awarded 
SS disability it would have no effect on 
his FRA benefi t amount. In fact, if he is 
awarded SSDI benefi ts, they will auto-
matically convert to his regular SS retire-
ment benefi t (at the same amount) when 
he reaches his FRA. SSDI benefi ts are 
replaced by SS retirement benefi ts once 
FRA is attained. 

So, should your husband exhaust dis-
ability efforts before applying for his 
SS retirement benefi t? Provided that his 
doctor will support that he is totally dis-
abled and expected to remain so for at 
least a year, your husband should apply 
for SSDI online at www.ssa.gov/apply-
fordisability. This will establish a base 
date which will be used to establish a 

disability onset date, which is what his 
SSDI benefi t will be based upon if lat-
er awarded. You should be aware that it 
takes several months to receive an ini-
tial SSDI determination, and that about 
2/3rds of all SSDI applications are de-
nied. But there is an appeals process in 
place which can be used in the event of 
an initial denial and if he believes that is 
an unfair decision. 

It is also possible for your husband 
to claim his personal early SS retirement 
benefi t at the same time he applies for 
SSDI, so he can get some early SS in-
come fl owing while his SSDI application 
is being considered. Then, if his SSDI is 
later awarded, his smaller SS retirement 
benefi t (reduced for claiming before his 
FRA) will be replaced by his higher SSDI 
benefi t, and his higher SSDI amount 
will automatically become his SS retire-

ment amount when he reaches his FRA. 
However, if your husband’s SSDI is not 
awarded, his reduced SS retirement ben-
efi t will be his permanent benefi t amount 
(except, of course, for annual Cost of 
Living Adjustments).

This article is intended for informa-
tion purposes only and does not repre-
sent legal or fi nancial guidance. It pres-
ents the opinions and interpretations of 
the AMAC Foundation’s staff, trained 
and accredited by the National Social 
Security Association (NSSA). NSSA and 
the AMAC Foundation and its staff are 
not affi liated with or endorsed by the So-
cial Security Administration or any other 
governmental entity. To submit a ques-
tion, visit our website (amacfoundation.
org/programs/social-security-advisory) 
or email us at ssadvisor@amacfounda-
tion.org. 

Will Applying for SS Disability Hurt 
SS Retirement Benefi t?

Social Security Matters
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DON’T HESITATE. 
VACCINATE.

CapitalRegionVAX.org

Together we can end the pandemic.

The Capital Region is pulling together to encourage 
everyone to receive the vaccine. Thank you especially to the 
following for underwriting a vaccine awareness campaign. 
They exemplify the region at its very best.

VACCINE NETWORK

Capital Region Visit CapitalRegionVax.org
to find out when and 
where you can get your 
free vaccination.

Albany County
Columbia County
Greene County
Rensselaer County
Saratoga County
Schenectady County
Warren County
Washington County

SIGNATURE PARTNERS SUSTAINING PARTNERS STEADFAST PARTNER

Together end the pandemic.

“The COVID-19 vaccine is 
safe. It’s authorized by the 
FDA. It can’t cause the 
virus, and it doesn’t alter 
your DNA.”
Dennis P. McKenna, MD
President and CEO
Albany Med

“Don’t be afraid. 
The vaccine 
is safe. I had it.”

Micky Jimenez            
Regional Director
Capital District Latinos

“The vaccine protects you 
and others from COVID-19. 
The more people who 
get the vaccine, the 
safer we all are.” 
Elizabeth F. Whalen, 

MD, MPH
Commissioner

Albany County 
Department 
of Health

“When it is 
your turn, 
don’t hesitate, 
vaccinate.”
Odo Butler, DLP   
Past President 
Schenectady NAACP

“We can recover from 
the pandemic if 
everyone is vaccinated.”
Bill Hart
Vice President 
of U.S. 
Business
Operations           
Irving Tissue

“No one will be left 
behind. Please, let’s 

join together 
and do it right.”
Ruth Mahoney
Market President 
and Regional 
Retail Leader
KeyBank

“Until enough people 
are vaccinated, please 
continue social distancing, 
wearing your mask and 
washing your hands.”

John D. Bennett, MD
President and CEO

CDPHP

“I encourage everyone to get 
the vaccine so we can feel safe 
again and start living our lives 
to the fullest.” 
Christopher Del Vecchio, RPh
President and CEO
MVP Health Care

“The vaccine is free; it 
doesn’t cost anything. 
Please, don’t hesitate, 
vaccinate.” 
Brenda Robinson, 
DNP, MSN, RN          
CEO and Founder
Black Nurses Coalition

“The vaccine will be 
available to everyone. 
Everyone who wants 

a vaccine will 
receive one.”
J. David Brown

President and CEO
Capital District YMCA

“Let’s end the pandemic so we 
can once again open our arms 
to family and friends.”
Ronald Pope, DO
Vice President of Medical Services
Columbia Memorial Health

              


