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COVID-19 death toll 
could reach 240,000

See page 9

We hope you and your fami-
ly are staying healthy and well. 
News about COVID-19 is chang-
ing every day. We do our best to 
ensure that what you read here 
in our print edition is the most 
current information available. 
Please understand that some 
news, particularly the number 
of people affected, has undoubt-
ably changed since we sent this 
paper to the printing presses. We 
encourage you, if possible, to 
visit our Facebook page at www.
facebook.com/greenvillepioneer 
where we are sharing breaking 
news, closings and cancelations. 

To our readers,

Thank you, 
The Greenville Pioneer

By Melanie Lekocevic
Courtesy Columbia-Greene Media

GREENE COUNTY―
Everyone is aware by now 
of mandates to practice so-
cial distancing, hand hygiene 
and other ways of preventing 
transmission of the coronavi-
rus, but here’s a possible dan-
ger you may not have thought 
of — spreading the virus 
through your trash.

Trash disposal was deemed 
an “essential” service by Gov. 
Andrew Cuomo when he put 
strict regulations in place in 
the battle against COVID-19. 
But waste-disposal experts say 
there are risks if garbage is not 
handled and packaged proper-
ly — and that is a concern for 
them.

In Greenville, the town 
recycling center is open, but 
with limited hours. Town res-
idents needing to dispose of 
trash or recyclables can stop 
by the center from 8 a.m. to 
noon on Wednesday and Sat-
urday only.

Mary Barbato, vice presi-
dent of marketing and commu-

nications for Carmen Barbato, 
Inc., a waste disposal company 
serving Greene, Columbia and 
Berkshire counties, said there 
are things everyone should be 
doing to prevent the spread of 
the coronavirus through the 
trash.

People who are infected, or 
may be, are asked to take ex-
tra precautions to protect both 
sanitation workers and the 
community at large, Barbato 
said.

“If you have the corona-
virus or suspect you do, we 
ask that you don’t put your 
garbage out until a week after 

you have been cleared by your 
doctor,” she said.

But everyone is asked to 
take steps to prevent possible 
transmission, infected or not.

“To keep our drivers and 
the community safe, we ask 
that households please make 

sure they are bagging all 
garbage so it makes it to its 
destination, and refrain from 
overfl owing your totes,” said 
company owner Carmen Bar-
bato Jr. “As we know, the virus 
remains on household garbage 
for days, depending on the 
carrier material. For that rea-
son, together we need to mini-

mize the amount of ‘touch’ our 
drivers have on garbage.”

When putting your trash to-
gether for disposal, you should 
double bag it and make sure it 
fi ts securely in your trash can. 
There should be no loose gar-
bage, no loose tissues or paper 
towels included with recycla-
bles, and trash cans should not 
be overfl owing. Drivers will 
only collect trash that is stored 
in the tote, Carmen Barbato 
said.

All recyclables should also 
be rinsed clean, and all liq-
uids should be emptied before 
being placed in the garbage. 
Customers are asked to wear 
gloves when handling their 
trash cans, and sanitize them 
regularly.

“People are not bagging 
their garbage — there are loose 
things like tissues and paper 
towels in with recyclables,” 
Mary Barbato said. “That is 
not sanitary, and it doesn’t be-
long with recyclables. People 
are overstuffi ng their totes — 
please refrain from doing that, 

PHOTO CONTRIBUTED
Trash is a possible danger when it comes to spreading COVID-19.

Trash can pose 
COVID-19 risk

See TRASH, page 10

Schools 
remain 
closed

By Andrea Macko
Greenville Pioneer

GREENVILLE—Schoo l s 
will remain closed statewide 
through mid-April and the state’s 
fi rst temporary hospital was 
completed in New York City on 
Friday as New York remains the 
nation’s epicenter for the novel 
coronavirus, or COVID-19.

Schools will now remain 
closed statewide through April 
15. Schools across New York 
were ordered closed March 18 
through April 1 to be reassessed 
every two weeks. The state’s 
waiver was extended for school 
districts to receive state aid with-
out holding physical classes for 
180 days. 

During this time, schools are 
still required to provide continu-
ity of instruction, meals for stu-
dents and information on avail-
able childcare resources

“We understand the challeng-
es the school closure creates for 
families. Hopefully, this extend-
ed closure will help keep our stu-
dents and community healthier,” 
said Greenville Central School 
District Superintendent Tammy 
Sutherland. “When the District 
receives additional guidance 
concerning the Governor’s Ex-
ecutive Order, we will be able 
to share more details and answer 
additional questions, including 
those surrounding spring break, 
grading, and other regulatory 
requirements. We recognize the 
diffi culties faced by our students 
and families and ask for patience 
during these unprecedented 
times.”

“Our teachers, staff, stu-
dents and families have done an 
amazing job working together to 
keep our students engaged while 
schools are closed. Our caring 
community inspires me with 
their dedication to our students 
and families,” Sutherland added.

“We understand the challeng-
es the school closure creates for 
families. Hopefully, this extend-
ed

closure will help keep our stu-
dents and community healthier as 
we look forward to getting past 
this pandemic and getting back 
to our normal routines,” said 
Cairo-Durham Superintendent of 
Schools Michael Wetherbee. 

“I am incredibly proud of 
our teachers, staff, students and 
parents who have done such an 
amazing job working together to 
keep educating our community’s 
children while school is closed,” 
Wetherbee added. “The innova-
tive ways teachers and staff have 
used to teach, the commitment 
our students have demonstrated 

See SCHOOLS, page 10

By Nora Mishanec
Courtesy of Columbia-Greene Media

GREENE COUNTY―A 
proposed budget amend-
ment that would cut local 
voices out of the solar per-
mitting process is moving 
forward despite pushback 
from Greene and Columbia 
county officials.

Negotiations are con-
tinuing on the proposed 
changes to siting solar and 
wind energy, known as the 
Accelerated Renewable 
Energy Growth and Com-
munity Benefit Act, said 
Jordan Levine, deputy com-
munications director for the 
energy and environment in 
the office of Gov. Andrew 

Cuomo.
“It is impossible to say 

if anything outside the 
normal will get done, but 
renewable energy siting is 
still on the table,” he said.

Since the budget amend-
ment was announced on 
Feb. 21, local officials have 
warned that changing so-
lar siting laws to abolish 
the existing review process 
would violate home rule 
and diminish local author-
ity over land use.

“We would be powerless 
against the state if it pass-
es,” said Coxsackie Town 
Supervisor Rick Hanse.

“We are at the mercy 
of the state whether they 
take it out of the budget, 

and should it pass, the state 
will have complete authori-
ty to override town zoning 
laws,” he said. “If you take 
away a town’s right to have 
charge of zoning, you have 
taken away a good portion 
of the town’s reason to ex-
ist.”

Hanse said local offi-
cials have been lobbying 
lawmakers to debate the 
proposed amendment sep-
arate from budget negotia-
tions, a move supported by 
state Sen. Daphne Jordan, 
R-43.

Changes to the solar sit-
ing process do not belong 
in the state budget, Jordan 

Act would abolish local voice 
in solar review process

Greenville Recycling Center reduces hours

Find the perfect color for any room in your 
home with Ben Moore’s tools! Get started at:
www.GNHlumber.com/PickColor

Greenville • Windham 
www.GNHlumber.com

“To keep our drivers and the community safe, we ask 
that households please make sure they are bagging all 

garbage so it makes it to its destination, and refrain from 
overfl owing your totes. As we know, the virus remains on 

household garbage for days, depending on the carrier 
material. For that reason, together we need to minimize 

the amount of ‘touch’ our drivers have on garbage.”
— CARMEN BARBATO JR., OWNER OF CARMEN BARBATO, INC.

O�  cials are 
concerned that the 
proposed changes 

could accelerate the 
development of solar 
farms across Greene 

and Columbia 
counties, including 

Hecate Energy’s 
proposed 700-acre 

facility in Copake and 
the Flint Mine solar 

project in Coxsackie.
See SOLAR, page 10

‘Feed Your Mind, Feed a Family’ offers helping hand
By Melanie Lekocevic
Capital Region Independent Media

GREENVILLE — Twenty turkey 
meals with all the fi xin’s were handed 
out to families in need during a holiday 
food giveaway organized by Capital 
Region Independent Media.

The company, which publishes the 
Greenville Pioneer, pulled together 
sponsors and local not-for-profi t groups 
that serve those in need for the “Feed 
Your Mind, Feed a Family” program 
to make the Thanksgiving holiday a bit 
brighter.

The program is the brainchild of 
Warren Dews Jr., publisher of Capital 
Region Independent Media.

“Every time somebody bought a sub-
scription for the newspaper, we bought 
food for a family in need,” Dews Jr. 
explained during the food giveaway at 
Tops Supermarket, 11573 State Route 
32. “We partnered with these organiza-

tions that are here today — we couldn’t 
have done it without our sponsors.”

The program is one Dews Jr. has 
brought to other communities, and this 
was the fi rst year it was done in Green-
ville.

“The concept of ‘Feed Your Mind’ 
that Warren (Dews Jr.) brought to 
these communities really personifi es 
what community media is all about,” 
said Mark Vinciguerra, president and 
owner of Capital Region Independent 
Media. “We are ingrained in the his-
tory, the fabric of the areas we serve. 
We tell their stories and attempt to fi x 
their shortcomings and make the com-
munities better places to live in part be-
cause of community media. ‘Feed Your 
Mind’s’ success is one shining example 
of our mission come to life.”

For some families, a helping hand 
during the holidays is most welcome, 
said Mike Caprio from Coldwell Bank-

Greenville  |  Windham  |  Latham

The Power to Work Anywhere

Visit GNHlumber.com for Exclusive December Sales.

The Power of Corded with the Freedom of Cordless.    
DeWALT 60V MAX tools now feature added power and long runtime. 

In other words, some of their most powerful tools just got better.    

Tools at GNH.

See FEED, page 14

By Melanie Lekocevic
Capital Region Independent Media

DURHAM — The fi rst of two public 
hearings on the Bosque residential subdivi-
sion and site plan application drew a crowd 
of residents opposed to the project.

The hearing was held at the former 
Durham Elementary School and will be 
followed by a second public hearing at the 
same location Dec. 11.

“The purpose of this hearing is to give 
all of you a chance to be heard, for you to 
speak to the board about your concerns, 
both positives and negatives,” Town Su-
pervisor Shawn Marriott said to open the 
hearing. “The board, attorney, engineers 
and all of the parties will listen and take 
notes. There will be no comments or an-
swers from the board. We are here to listen 
to you.”

Issues raised during the hearing would 
be addressed at a later date, Marriott added.

Representatives from the Bosque de-
velopment were given time at the begin-
ning of the hearing to present details of the 

project.
“The applicant is proposing to develop 

a 13-lot residential subdivision for 12 sin-

gle-family lots,” the developer’s attorney, 
Taylor Palmer, said. “The approximately 
95-acre property is divided into two ex-

isting tax lots. The collective property has 
frontage on Cornwallville Road and Strong 
Road.”

The developer looked to mitigate im-
pacts on the surrounding community, 
Palmer said.

“The Bosque project is designed to re-
duce the impacts on land to ensure a ru-
ral aesthetic and the Bosque community 
is consciously modeled around creativity, 
exploration and a deeper connection to 
nature. The proposal has an emphasis on 
sustainable, natural building materials,” 
Palmer added.

Principal engineer Darrin Elsom from 
Kaaterskill Associates said the project 
seeks to retain a signifi cant portion of land 
as wooded.

“Approximately 75% of the acreage is 
going to remain as wooded, and of the 95 
acres, something like 71 acres are woods 
that we will leave in its existing condition,” 
Elsom said. “The houses are generally not 
going to be visible from the road.”

See BOSQUE, page 14

Residents oppose Bosque project at first public hearing

WARREN DEWS JR./CAPITAL REGION INDEPENDENT MEDIA    
Sponsors of the “Feed Your Mind, Feed a Family” program at the holiday meal giveaway outside Tops 
supermarket on Route 32, Greenville.

MELANIE LEKOCEVIC/CAPITAL REGION INDEPENDENT MEDIA    
Dan Clifton, one of the leading opponents to the proposed Bosque housing development, speaks 
at the first of two public hearings about the project.
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Town eyes 
cameras over 

park safety 
concerns

See page 15

By Joanne E. McFadden 
For Capital Region Independent Media

GREENVILLE — Stanley Maltzman of 
Greenville remembers being in the kitchen 
of his parents’ New York City home paint-
ing when news of the Japanese attack on 
Pearl Harbor came over the radio. 

At 7:55 a.m. on Sunday, Dec. 7, 1941, 
the Japanese launched 353 aircraft from 
four aircraft carriers with bombs targeted 
for American ships, aircraft and military 
bases on the Hawaiian island of Oahu. In 
addition, 61 ships of the Japanese fl eet sup-
ported the surprise attack. 

“My mother came out of the kitchen cry-
ing because she fi gured I was going to go,” 
Maltzman said. 

Like many other young men around the 
nation, Maltzman did indeed want to en-

CONTRIBUTED PHOTO    
Stanley Maltzman in New York City as 
a young Coast Guardsman. He went 
to the recruiter’s office to enlist the 
day after the Japanese attack on Pearl 
Harbor.

CREDIT:: U.S. COAST GUARD PHOTO
Maltzman’s ship, USS Centaurus (AKA-17). 

Veteran recalls Pearl Harbor 
service on attack’s 80th anniversary

See VETERAN, page 15



2	 	 													The Greenville Pioneer • Friday,  December 3, 2021

news@greenvillepioneer.com   •  www.greenvillepioneer.com
413-212-0130 

ADVERTISING - All advertising requests must be made one week in advance. 

NEWS DESK - News items must be received twelve days prior to publication.  

OBITUARIES - Obituaries must be confirmed with a funeral home. 

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR - Letters to the editor must include the author’s name, 
address and daytime telephone number. Authors are limited to one letter every 30 days. 
Letters are published at the discretion of the editor and must be original content.  

POSTMASTER - The Greenville Pioneer is published every other Friday by Capital 
Region Independent Media, 164 Main Street, Ravena, NY 12143. Periodicals postage paid 
at Greenville, NY 12083. Postmaster: Send address changes to The Greenville Pioneer, 149 
Main Street, Ravena, NY 12143. The cost for a subscription is $36 annually.
For Customer Service issues call 413-212-0130  or email Wdewsjr@gmail.com

Mark Vinciguerra
PRESIDENT

Keith W. Valentine, CIC, LUTCF and his team are ready to serve all 
of your insurance needs with more companies, more choices, and 
more experience which all lead to BIG Savings for you!

Take advantage of Valentine Insurance Agency’s affiliation with 
SAN group and SIAA, the largest alliance of independent Insurance 
Agencies in the Northeast and Continental U.S., with over 3500 
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For over 30 years, the Carver 
Company’s Core Competencies 

consist of General & Marine 
Construction, Sand and Gravel 
Mining, Property Management, 
Port, Stevedoring, Terminal & 

Warehouse Management, 
Maritime and Logistics, and Tug 

and Barge Marine Towing. 

We strive to inspire our diverse, 
well-rounded work force and 
management team to always 

perform at the highest levels of 
safety and professionalism. We 
deliver service by maintaining 

a reputation where our 
unquestionable Values of honesty 
and integrity drive our actions on 

and off the job.

494 Western Turnpike
Altamont, NY

Phone: 518.355.6034
www.carvercompanies.com

DECEMBER 2021
3-5 - Thomas Cole Historic Main House 
and Old Studio tours, 10 a.m. to 4 p.m., 218 
Spring Street, Catskill. Cost is $16 for stu-
dents, seniors, military and veterans, and 
$18 for adults; children 15 and under are 
free. Call 518-943-7465 ext. 102 or email 
tickets@thomascole.org for more informa-
tion.
4 - Greene’s Candy Cane Christmas Festi-
val, 1 p.m., Angelo Canna Town Park, Cairo. 
Free admission. 
4 - Performance of “The Nutcracker” ballet 
at The Orpheum Film & Performing Arts 
Center, 6050, Main Street, Tannersville, at 2 
p.m. and 7:30 p.m. Tickets purchased ahead 
of the event are $25. Visit catskillmtn.org to 
purchase tickets or call 518-263-2063.
4 - CANCELED: The Bates Church Christmas 
program has been canceled after much 
discussion and due to an abundance of 
caution over concerns of COVID-19. 
5 - Performance of “The Nutcracker” ballet 
at The Orpheum Film & Performing Arts 
Center, 6050, Main Street, Tannersville, at 2 
p.m. Tickets purchased ahead of the event 
are $25. Visit catskillmtn.org to purchase 
tickets or call 518-263-2063.
6 - Cairo Town Board meeting, 7 p.m., Town 
Hall, 512 Main Street, Cairo.
6 - Durham Town Court, 3:30 p.m., 7309 
Route 81, East Durham.
7 - Durham Town Board workshop meet-
ing, 7:30 p.m., 7309 Route 81, East Durham.
10-12 - Thomas Cole Historic Main House 
and Old Studio tours, 10 a.m. to 4 p.m., 218 
Spring Street, Catskill. Cost is $16 for stu-
dents, seniors, military and veterans, and 

$18 for adults; children 15 and under are 
free. Call 518-943-7465 ext. 102 or email 
tickets@thomascole.org for more informa-
tion.
11 - TGM American Legion Post 187 Craft 
Fair, 12-4:30 p.m., 94 Second Street, Ath-
ens. Vendors welcome.
11 - Performance of “The Nutcracker” bal-
let at The Orpheum Film & Performing Arts 
Center, 6050, Main Street, Tannersville, at 2 
p.m. and 7:30 p.m. Tickets purchased ahead 
of the event are $25. Visit catskillmtn.org to 
purchase tickets or call 518-263-2063.
11 - Athens Annual Victorian Stroll, 1-5 
p.m., Second Street, Athens Riverfront Park 
and throughout the village of Athens. Free 
admission and activities, including a  fam-
ily ice skating rink; bring your own skates. 
Visit athensculturalcenter.org or call 518-
945-2136 for details. 
11 - Durham public hearing on Bosque Ma-
jor Residential Subdivision, 6 p.m., BOCES 
Educational Building (formerly Durham 
Elementary School), 4099 State Route 145, 
Durham.
12 - Performance of “The Nutcracker” bal-
let at The Orpheum Film & Performing Arts 
Center, 6050, Main Street, Tannersville, at 2 
p.m. Tickets purchased ahead of the event 
are $25. Visit catskillmtn.org to purchase 
tickets or call 518-263-2063.
13 - Village of Catskill Planning Board 
meeting, 7 p.m., 422 Main Street, Catskill.
13 - Durham Town Court, 3:30 p.m., 7309 
Route 81, East Durham.
14 - Greenville Town Zoning Board meet-
ing, 7 p.m., Pioneer Building, 11159 Route 
32, Greenville.

15 - Cairo Town Board and Library meeting, 
6:30 p.m., Town Hall, 512 Main Street, Cairo.
15 - Catskill Village Board meeting, 6:30 
p.m., 422 Main Street, Catskill.
17-19 - Thomas Cole Historic Main House 
and Old Studio tours, 10 a.m. to 4 p.m., 218 
Spring Street, Catskill. Cost is $16 for stu-
dents, seniors, military and veterans, and 
$18 for adults; children 15 and under are 
free. Call 518-943-7465 ext. 102 or email 
tickets@thomascole.org for more informa-
tion.
18 - Workshop: Holiday Centerpieces with 
Natural Materials, 10-11:30 a.m., Mountain 
Top Arboretum, 4 Maude Adams Road, 
Tannersville. Suggested donation of $10 
for non-members. Advanced reservations 
are not necessary.
20 - Greenville Town Board meeting, 7 
p.m., Pioneer Building, 11159 Route 32, 
Greenville.
20 - Durham Town Court, 3:30 p.m., 7309 
Route 81, East Durham.
21 - Cultivate Catskill’s First Annual Solstice 
Stroll, 5-7 p.m., along Main Street. Hot cider 
and more available at Howard Street Park. 
For more information visit www.cultivate-
catskill.org.
21 - Durham Town Board meeting, 7:30 
p.m., 7309 Route 81, East Durham.
27 - Village of Catskill Planning Board 
meeting, 7 p.m., 422 Main Street, Catskill.
27 - Durham Town Court, 3:30 p.m., 7309 
Route 81, East Durham.
31 - New Year’s Eve Fireworks, 8 p.m., Wind-
ham Mountain at the Lodge, 19 Resort 
Drive, Windham.
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To have your organiza-
tion’s events added to our 

calendar, please enter them 
online at www.greenvillepi-

oneer.com

“Everyone is entitled to his own opinion, but not to his own facts.”

#SupportRealNews
- Daniel Patrick Moynihan
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Wallit, a state-of-the-art soft-
ware fi rm based in Milwaukee, 
which provides paywall services to 
dozens of publishers throughout the 
United States, has sold a majority 
stake to MvWd Enterprises, a me-
dia group based in the Berkshires 
(western Massachusetts) and New 
York’s Capital Region. MvWd 
Enterprises is headed by Warren 
Dews, Jr. and Mark Vinciguerra.

Terms of the sale were not dis-
closed. Mike Gehl, the founder of 
Wallit, said the transaction symbol-
ized a pivotal moment for the com-
pany and its future.

“Wallit is well-positioned for 
continued growth and I’m excited 
to work with Mark and Warren to 
advance the company to the next 
level. As industry leaders they have 
the knowledge, passion and drive 
to foster innovative and creative 
solutions that will support Wallit’s 
future success,” Gehl said.

Dews, Jr., who serves as pub-
lisher of two weekly newspapers 
and several community guides 
across the Berkshires and the Capi-
tal Region and is also the Vice-Pres-

ident of Capital Region Indepen-
dent Media, celebrated the sale. 

“I’m excited to add this dy-
namic service to our portfolio of 
resources which can help media 
companies, as well as businesses in 
a wide range of industries, advance 
to the next frontier of success,” said 
Dews, Jr., who has worked in the 
media and music industry for close 
to three decades.

To be clear, Wallit is ready and 
able to meet the needs of business-
es ranging from mom-and-pop 
outfi ts to corporations. With our 
cutting-edge technology and expe-
rience, we can help any business 
- media, music and beyond. We 
know what you are going through 
because we are you!”

Vinciguerra is the owner of 
Capital Regional Independent Me-
dia and the National Press Institute 
for Audience Growth, a consulting 
fi rm which works with various 
publishers to grow audience and 
revenue.

 “We are delighted to be able 
to offer state-of-the-art technology, 
with a model that is cost-effective 

for small-to mid-sized publishers 
and journalists.  We are confi dent 
the offerings from Wallit will allow 
these publishers to create a digital 
subscription strategy that is on par 
with much larger publishers at a 
zero-cost entry point,” Vinciguerra 
said. 

 Vinciguerra and Dews, Jr. have 
also announced they will be adding 
John Harrison, a veteran technol-
ogist in the media space. He will 
serve as Vice President of Product 
Services, ensuring consumers and 
publishers maximize the technolo-
gy.  Harrison most recently served 
as Director of Business Develop-
ment at Tecnavia and previously as 
WW Product Marketing Director at 
Agfa. 

Gehl founded Wallit in  2013. 
The company was a fi nalist in the 
Newspaper Association of Amer-
ica’s (now News Media Alliance)  
“Shark Tank” competition in 2015 
as one of the best new ideas in the 
publishing industry.

 For more information, please 
contact Dews, Jr. at 413-212-0130.

MvWd Enterprises acquires 
Wallit, a Wisconsin–based 

software fi rm
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Police Blotter
Editor’s Note: A charge is not a 
conviction. All persons listed are 
innocent until proven guilty in 
a court of law. Charges can be 
amended or dismissed.

STATE POLICE
■ An unidentified 15-year-

old female, of Catskill, was 
arrested Nov. 8 at 4:48 p.m. 
in Catskill and charged with 
fourth-degree grand larceny. 
She was issued an appearance 
ticket.

■ Matthew Elsbree, 23, of 
Greenville, was arrested Nov. 
9 at 2:05 p.m. in Cairo and 
charged with criminal mischief/
intent to damage property, a 
class A misdemeanor. He was 
released on his own recogni-
zance.

■ LaToya Houser, 35, of 
Catskill, was arrested Nov. 10 
at 11:20 a.m. in Catskill and 
charged with third-degree crim-
inal mischief, a class E felony. 
She was issued an appearance 
ticket.

■ Robert Valls, 52, of Mid-
dleburgh, was arrested Nov. 10 
at 10:44 p.m. in Durham and 
charged with operating a mo-
tor vehicle with a blood-alco-
hol content of 0.08 and driving 
while intoxicated, both class E 
felonies. He was issued an ap-
pearance ticket.

■ Frank Dianda, 42, of 
Catskill, was arrested Nov. 11 
at 1:05 a.m. in Catskill and 
charged with aggravated unli-
censed operation/alcohol, op-
erating a motor vehicle with 
blood-alcohol content over 0.08 

and driving while intoxicated 
with a previous conviction in 
10 years, all class E felonies. 
He was issued an appearance 
ticket.

■ Nathaniel Picardi, 30, 
of Catskill, was arrested Nov. 
12 at 1:01 a.m. in Catskill and 
charged with manufacture of 
drug-related paraphernalia and 
seventh-degree criminal posses-
sion of a controlled substance, 
both class A misdemeanors, and 
fourth-degree criminal posses-
sion of a narcotic drug, a class 
C felony. His arrestee status 
was unknown.

■ Diego Nunez, 34, of 
Ridgewood, was arrested Nov. 
12 at 5:05 a.m. in Catskill and 
charged with fourth-degree 
criminal mischief and petty lar-
ceny, both class A misdemean-
ors. He was issued an appear-
ance ticket.

■ John Cervantes, 29, of 
Brooklyn, was arrested Nov. 
12 at 5:05 a.m. in Catskill and 
charged with fourth-degree 
criminal mischief and petty lar-
ceny, both class A misdemean-
ors. He was issued an appear-
ance ticket.

■ Gabriel Agosto, 31, of 
Prattsville, was arrested Nov. 
11 at 3:05 p.m. in Hunter and 
charged with first-degree opera-
tion of a motor vehicle impaired 
by drugs and driving while abil-
ity impaired combined drugs/
alcohol, both unclassified mis-
demeanors. He was issued an 
appearance ticket.

n Jean Pomeroy, 51, of Cai-

ro, was arrested Nov. 11 at 
11:05 p.m. in Cairo and charged 
with first-degree aggravated 
unlicensed operation of a motor 
vehicle and driving while in-
toxicated with a previous con-
viction in 10 years, both class 
E felonies, and use of a vehicle 
without an interlock device, a 
class A misdemeanor. She was 
released on her own recogni-
zance.

■ Joseph Heisinger, 34, of 
Ashland, was arrested Nov. 
13 at 2:12 p.m. in Ashland are 
charged with first-degree op-
eration of a motor vehicle im-
paired by drugs, an unclassified 
misdemeanor. He was issued an 
appearance ticket.

■ Shelbi Frangello, 27, of 
Palenville, was arrested Nov. 
14 at 3:42 p.m. in Ulster and 
charged with seventh-degree 
criminal possession of a con-
trolled substance, a class A 
misdemeanor, and driving with 
suspended registration, an un-
classified misdemeanor. She 
was issued an appearance tick-
et.

■ Kaitlyn Scott, 22, of Cai-
ro, was arrested Nov. 14 at 9:59 
a.m. in Cairo and charged with 
petty larceny and third-degree 
identity theft, both class A mis-
demeanors. She was issued an 
appearance ticket.

■ Joshua Fikert, 22, of Cai-
ro, was arrested Nov. 14 at 4:22 
p.m. in Adams and charged with 
fourth-degree criminal pos-
session of a weapon, a class A 
misdemeanor. He was issued an 

appearance ticket.
■ Dilion Diegel, 22, of 

Durham, was arrested Nov. 14 
at 2:03 p.m. in Durham and 
charged with unauthorized use 
of a vehicle with the owner’s 
consent, a class A misdemean-
or. He was issued an appearance 
ticket.

■ An unidentified 15-year-
old female, of Catskill, was 
arrested Nov. 8 at 4:48 p.m. 
in Catskill and charged with 
fourth-degree grand larceny. 
She was issued an appearance 
ticket.

■ Gabriel Agosto, 31, of 
Prattsville, was arrested Nov. 
16 at 10:06 p.m. in Jewett 
and charged with seventh-de-
gree criminal possession of a 
controlled substance and sec-
ond-degree criminal use of drug 
paraphernalia, both class A mis-
demeanors. He was issued an 
appearance ticket.

■ Ashlynn Peck, 20, of 
Greenville, was arrested Nov. 
16 at 8:45 p.m. in Greenville 
and charged with second-de-
gree aggravated harassment, a 
class A misdemeanor. She was 
released on her own recogni-
zance.

■ Jonathan Langton, 31, of 
Canaan, was arrested Nov. 18 
at 3 p.m. in Cairo, and charged 
with petty larceny, a class A 
misdemeanor. He was issued an 
appearance ticket.

■ Abagail Robinson, 20, of 
Cairo, was arrested Nov. 20 at 
10:08 a.m. in Cairo and charged 
with two countes of fourth-de-

gree grand larceny, a class E 
felony. She was issued an ap-
pearance ticket.

■ Maria Espinosa, 26, of 
Catskill, was arrested Nov. 20 
at 11:11 p.m. in Catskill and 
charged with first-degree aggra-
vated unlicensed operation of a 
motor vehicle, a class E felony, 
and driving while intoxicated 
and aggravated driving while 
intoxicated, both unclassified 
misdemeanors. She was issued 
an appearance ticket.

■ Carlos Macancela, 32, of 
Elmsford, was arrested Nov. 
21 at 1:17 a.m. in Cairo and 
charged with operating a motor 
vehicle with a blood-alcohol 
content over 0.8% and driving 
while intoxicated, both unclas-
sified misdemeanors. He was 
issued an appearance ticket. 

■ Amanda Tayer, 31, of 
Hudson, was arrested Nov. 21 
at 2:41 a.m. in Catskill and 
charged with operating a motor 
vehicle with a blood-alcohol 
content over 0.08% and driving 
while intoxicated, both unclas-
sified misdemeanors. She was 
issued an appearance ticket.

■ Joseph Briccio, 29, of 
Hopewell Junction, was ar-
rested Nov. 20 at 11:03 p.m. 
in Durham and charged with 
operating a motor vehicle with 
a blood-alcohol content over 
0.08% and driving while intox-
icated, both unclassifed misde-
meanors. He was issued an ap-
pearance ticket.
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Police Blotter
Editor’s Note: A charge is not a 
conviction. All persons listed are 
innocent until proven guilty in 
a court of law. Charges can be 
amended or dismissed.

n James Rancourt, 37, of 
Acra was arrested April 30 and 
charged with second-degree 
burglary, a felony, fifth degree 
criminal possession of stolen 
property, a misdemeanor, and 
fourth degree criminal posses-
sion of a weapon, a misdemean-
or. He is scheduled to appear in 
Cairo Town Court.
n Matthew D. Rinaldo, 25, 

of Freehold, was arrested April 
19 in Catskill and charged with 
operating a motor vehicle with 
a blood-alcohol content greater 
than 0.08% and driving while 
intoxicated, both unclassified 
misdemeanors. He was issued 
an appearance ticket.
n Robert E. Lambert, 31, of 

Cairo, was arrested April 21 in 
Cairo and charged with first-de-
gree criminal contempt and ag-
gravated family offense, both 
class E felonies. He was held.
n Connie M. Akersloot, 61, 

of Leeds, was arrested April 16 
in Cairo and charged with vio-
lating environmental conserva-
tion laws, an unclassified mis-
demeanor. She was issued an 
appearance ticket.
n Danielle S. McKenna, 38, 

of Cairo, was arrested April 22 
in Cairo and charged with sev-
enth-degree criminal posses-
sion of a controlled substance, 
a class A misdemeanor. She was 
issued an appearance ticket.
n Katie S. Stein, 28, of West 

Coxsackie, was arrested April 
22 in Athens and charged with 
driving while ability impaired 
by alcohol and driving while 
intoxicated, both unclassified 
misdemeanors. She was issued 
an appearance ticket.
n Melissa A. Moon, 42, of 

Cairo, was arrested April 17 in 
Cairo and charged with aggra-
vated unlicensed operation of a 
motor vehicle, an unclassified 
misdemeanor; failure to obey a 
traffic device, an equipment vio-
lation, and using her turn signal 
less than 100 feet from a turn, 
all infractions. She was issued 

an appearance ticket.
n Michael Manchur, Jr., 54, 

of Freehold, was arrested April 
22 in Freehold and charged with 
third-degree criminal mischief, 
a class E felony; resisting arrest 
and second-degree obstruction 
of governmental administration, 
both class A misdemeanors; and 
disorderly conduct, a violation. 
He was issued an appearance 
ticket.
n Rhett B. Butler, 36, of 

Albany, was arrested April 22 
in New Baltimore and charged 
with petty larceny, a class A 
misdemeanor and third-degree 
criminal trespass, a class B mis-
demeanor. He was issued an ap-
pearance ticket.
n Laurent Danthine, 47, 

of Sloansville, was arrested 
April 22 in New Baltimore 
and charged with petty larce-
ny, a class A misdemeanor, and 
third-degree criminal trespass, 
a class B misdemeanor. He was 
issued an appearance ticket.
n Robert E. Lambert, 31, of 

Cairo, was arrested April 25 in 
Cairo and charged with first-de-
gree criminal contempt and ag-
gravated family offense, both 
class E felonies. He was issued 
an appearance ticket.
n Anthony J. Beaudoin, 45, 

of Coxsackie, was arrested April 
25 in Coxsackie and charged 
with operating a motor vehicle 
with a blood-alcohol content 
greater than 0.08% with a prior 
conviction, a class E felony, and 
driving while intoxicated, an 
unclassified misdemeanor. He 
was issued an appearance ticket.
n Austin T. Hollister, 21, of 

Purling, was arrested at 3:30 
a.m. April 27 in Saugerties and 
charged with operation of a mo-
tor vehicle while impaired by 
drugs, an unclassified misde-
meanor. He was issued an ap-
pearance ticket.

AMERIPRISE FINANCIAL SERVICES, INC.
5 Palisades Dr. Ste.320  |  Albany, NY 12205

Not all financial companies are the same.
Ameriprise financial advisors have access to a wide selection of products 

and services including investment products, insurance, brokerage services 
and other solutions to help you meet your needs for education savings, 

protection, estate planning, retirement and more.

RECOGNIZED INDUSTRY LEADER

www.Ameripriseadvisors.com/team/sm-miller-associates/resources

O: 518.458.7200 x 109  |  F: 518.458.7201  |  M: 518.337.0898

UNITED
WITH YOU

During these challenging 
times, you can rely on your 
newspaper to provide 
details about any resources 
that may be available 
to assist those who are 
vulnerable and in-need.

Together we help one another.
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Coxsackie, was arrested April 
22 in Athens and charged with 
driving while ability impaired 
by alcohol and driving while 
intoxicated, both unclassified 
misdemeanors. She was issued 
an appearance ticket.
n Melissa A. Moon, 42, of 

Cairo, was arrested April 17 in 
Cairo and charged with aggra-
vated unlicensed operation of a 
motor vehicle, an unclassified 
misdemeanor; failure to obey a 
traffic device, an equipment vio-
lation, and using her turn signal 
less than 100 feet from a turn, 
all infractions. She was issued 

an appearance ticket.
n Michael Manchur, Jr., 54, 

of Freehold, was arrested April 
22 in Freehold and charged with 
third-degree criminal mischief, 
a class E felony; resisting arrest 
and second-degree obstruction 
of governmental administration, 
both class A misdemeanors; and 
disorderly conduct, a violation. 
He was issued an appearance 
ticket.
n Rhett B. Butler, 36, of 

Albany, was arrested April 22 
in New Baltimore and charged 
with petty larceny, a class A 
misdemeanor and third-degree 
criminal trespass, a class B mis-
demeanor. He was issued an ap-
pearance ticket.
n Laurent Danthine, 47, 

of Sloansville, was arrested 
April 22 in New Baltimore 
and charged with petty larce-
ny, a class A misdemeanor, and 
third-degree criminal trespass, 
a class B misdemeanor. He was 
issued an appearance ticket.
n Robert E. Lambert, 31, of 

Cairo, was arrested April 25 in 
Cairo and charged with first-de-
gree criminal contempt and ag-
gravated family offense, both 
class E felonies. He was issued 
an appearance ticket.
n Anthony J. Beaudoin, 45, 

of Coxsackie, was arrested April 
25 in Coxsackie and charged 
with operating a motor vehicle 
with a blood-alcohol content 
greater than 0.08% with a prior 
conviction, a class E felony, and 
driving while intoxicated, an 
unclassified misdemeanor. He 
was issued an appearance ticket.
n Austin T. Hollister, 21, of 

Purling, was arrested at 3:30 
a.m. April 27 in Saugerties and 
charged with operation of a mo-
tor vehicle while impaired by 
drugs, an unclassified misde-
meanor. He was issued an ap-
pearance ticket.

AMERIPRISE FINANCIAL SERVICES, INC.
5 Palisades Dr. Ste.320  |  Albany, NY 12205

Not all financial companies are the same.
Ameriprise financial advisors have access to a wide selection of products 

and services including investment products, insurance, brokerage services 
and other solutions to help you meet your needs for education savings, 

protection, estate planning, retirement and more.

RECOGNIZED INDUSTRY LEADER

www.Ameripriseadvisors.com/team/sm-miller-associates/resources

O: 518.458.7200 x 109  |  F: 518.458.7201  |  M: 518.337.0898

UNITED
WITH YOU

During these challenging 
times, you can rely on your 
newspaper to provide 
details about any resources 
that may be available 
to assist those who are 
vulnerable and in-need.

Together we help one another.

Send us your church listing!
news@greenville 

pioneer.com

THE PUBLIC
NEEDS THE
TRUTH; NOT
SOCIAL MEDIA
HEADLINES &
FAKE NEWS.

#SupportRealNews

ALBANY — A new exhi-
bition, “Courage: The Black 
Struggle for Quality Educa-
tion,” is now open for the pub-
lic to view at the New York 
State Museum, State Education 
Commissioner Betty A. Rosa 
announced. 

The exhibition explores the 
visions and aspirations of cou-
rageous leaders and parents who 
have sought to equitably edu-
cate Black children. 

Developed by the Schom-
burg Center for Research in 
Black Culture in Harlem, and 
on loan to the State Museum, 
the exhibition will be on view 
in the Museum’s Photography 
Gallery through June 2022. The 
Adelaide L. Sanford Institute 
made the exhibition available 
to the museum in honor of Vice 
Chancellor Emerita Dr. Ade-
laide L. Sanford of the Board of 
Regents.

“This exhibition shines a 
light on generations of cou-
rageous leaders in New York 
City who fought for educa-
tional quality and equality for 
Black students,” said Chancel-
lor Lester W. Young. “For too 
long — centuries, in fact — the 
education system has failed our 
communities of color. This exhi-
bition gives voice to that injus-
tice, highlights the contributions 
of those who led the charge to 
right it, and demonstrates that 
we must continue to address 
systemic inequities in a system 
that puts our students at a disad-
vantage during critical develop-
mental years.”  

The exhibit is expected to 
increase awareness of the chal-
lenges community of color have 
faced in the educational setting, 
Rosa said.

“The department is proud 
to host the Schomburg Center’s 
‘Courage’ exhibition at the State 
Museum,” Rosa said. “Shar-
ing this story with the broader 
public and raising awareness of 
the history of unnecessary and 
unjust obstacles Black schools, 
students and teachers in New 
York City chronically face, 
aligns with our mission to raise 
the knowledge, skill and op-
portunity of all people in New 
York.”

“This exhibition provides 
an opportunity to both hon-
or and bring attention to those 
who have fought tirelessly for 
equitable education for Black 
children,” said Vice Chancellor 
Emerita Sanford. “We must ac-
knowledge and learn from the 
injustices faced by communities 
of color and celebrate those who 
have pushed for change while 
continuing to advocate for qual-
ity education for all.”

Before coming to the State 
Museum, ‘Courage,’ which was 
originally developed in 2009, 
was updated under the direction 
of the Schomburg Center’s for-
mer deputy director, Kara Tuci-
na Olidge, Ph.D., who is now 
executive director of the Amis-
tad Research Center at Tulane 
University in New Orleans.

The State Museum is a pro-
gram of the New York State 
Education Department’s Office 
of Cultural Education. Located 
at 222 Madison Ave. in Albany, 
the museum is open Tuesday 
through Sunday from 9:30 a.m. 
to 5 p.m. Admission is free. 

For information about 
COVID-19 safety and policies, 
visit the State Museum’s web-
site at nysm.nysed.gov/reopen.

Exhibit: ‘Courage: 
The Black  

Struggle for  
Quality Education’
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Jan’s 
Country Cuts

Walk-Ins Welcome
Call for an appointment

(518) 966-8349

4841 NY-81 Greenville, NY
WED - SAT: OPEN 9:30AM-5PM • SUN - TUE: CLOSED

unvaccinated individuals must wear a mask

BOOTH RENTERS CAN APPLY!
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GLASS        PLASTIC       CANS

2381 Rt. 9W, Ravena
Next to Family Dollar

WE ACCEPT ALL N.Y.STATE DEPOSITS
— Approaching 1 year in business July 9th, 2019 —

Drop Off Service
NO Waiting at Machines
We Count for You!
Want to Help with Raising Money — 
FUNDRAISERS
Will Assist with Picking Up 
for Fundraisers

We PAY the Extra Penny 
on All NY State Deposit 

Cans/Bottles
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GLASS        PLASTIC       CANS

2381 Rt. 9W, Ravena
Next to Family Dollar

WE ACCEPT ALL N.Y.STATE DEPOSITS
— Approaching 1 year in business July 9th, 2019 —

Drop Off Service
NO Waiting at Machines
We Count for You!
Want to Help with Raising Money — 
FUNDRAISERS
Will Assist with Picking Up 
for Fundraisers

We PAY the Extra Penny 
on All NY State Deposit 

Cans/Bottles

*Must place window order 
by October 30th, 2019! 

Invest in your 
home's energy 
efficiency this fall 
and save at GNH! 
For a limited time 
only, 2200 Series 
Smarter Windows
Double Hung 
Replacements are
ONLY $169.OO! 

Visit GNH to 
learn more.

Greenville · Windham · Latham
www.GNHlumber.com
0% financing to credit qualified

Invest in Energy Efficient Double 
Hung Windows This Fall and SAVE!

Open 7 days a week from 10am-5pm
(518) 731-6196  •  Cty Rt 26, Climax, NY  12042

Follow us
on Facebook(1/2 Mile on left off Rte. 81  —  Red Barns on Hill)

, LLC
Sweet Cider and Our Own Cider Donuts!
16 Varieties of Apples Still on the Stand!

Pies on the Weekends!
       Squash, Vegetables, 

Local Maple Syrup & Honey, 
Jams & Jellies.

ORDER YOUR
THANKSGIVING 

PIES
BY NOV. 24th

We Now Carry Local Grass Fed Beef!

On the 
stand:

Qualifi ed households may now 
apply for Home Energy Assistance 
Pro¬gram (HEAP) grants, a feder-
ally funded program that provides 
both reg¬ular and emergency fi -
nancial assistance to help pay heat-
ing and utility bills. 

The grants are available 
through local Department of So-
cial Services (DSS) offi ces and 
Offi ces for the Aging. Customers 
of Central Hudson Gas & Electric 
Corp. who receive a HEAP bene-
fi t toward their ac¬count will also 
be issued a monthly credit on their 
bill for a max¬imum of 12 months 
based on service type and amount 
of HEAP benefi t.

“We’re pleased to offer addi-
tional assistance to families who 
may be struggling and depend on 
HEAP benefi ts, and encourage all 
eligible households to apply,” said 
Anthony Campagiorni, Vice Pres-
ident of Customer Services and 
Regulatory Affairs.

Campagiorni explained that 
qualifi ed families using electric-
ity or natural gas as their primary 
heating source may receive a reg-
ular HEAP benefi t $350 or more, 
depending on family income and 
size guidelines, applied toward 
their Central Hudson account. 

“In addition to these grants, eli-
gible customers will also receive a 
credit on their utility bills that pro-
vide further assistance in lowering 
their energy costs,” said Campa-
giorni. 

The bill credit is based on the 
type of heating source and income 
level. 

He added that qualifi ed house-
holds receiving a HEAP benefi t for 
non-utility heating fuels such as 
oil, propane, wood/wood pellets, 
kero¬sene, coal or corn are also el-
igible for a monthly credit on their 
electric or non-heating gas bill. 

“We’re happy to provide bill 
discounts to customers who heat 
with these fuels, as well,” said 
Campagiorni. 

Customers should email their 
HEAP Notice of Decision Letter to 
Central Hudson at CareUnit@cen-
hud.com to be enrolled and receive 
the bill credit.

Regular HEAP grants for the 
fall and upcoming winter are avail-
able between now and Mar. 16, 
2020, or until funding is exhaust-
ed. Emergency HEAP grants will 
be available between Jan. 2 and 
Mar. 16, 2020. These benefi ts are 
designed to meet an eligible house-
hold’s immediate energy needs.

An additional benefi t, the 
Heating Equipment Repair or Re-
placement (HERR) program, is 
available to assist income quali-
fi ed homeowners in repairing or 
replacing their primary heating 
equipment when the systems are 
inoper¬able or unsafe. Appli-
cations for HERR are accepted 
through Sept. 30, 2020, or until the 
funding is ex¬hausted.

To apply for HEAP and HERR 
benefi ts, customers may contact 
their local DSS offi ce, call (800) 
342-3009, or visit www.mybene-
fi ts.ny.gov. In¬dividuals who are 
60 and older and do not receive 
Supplemental Nutrition Assistance 
Program (SNAP) benefi ts may 
contact their local Offi ce for the 
Aging to learn of the eligibil¬ity 
requirements by calling 800-342-
9871 or by visiting www.aging.
ny.gov.

For more information on 
HEAP eligibility requirements 
and benefi ts, visit www.Central-
Hudson.com/HEAP or http://otda.
ny.gov/programs/heap/program.
asp; and for more on all of Central 
Hudson’s assistance and billing 
programs, visit www.CentralHud-
son.com, and click on “My Ac-
count.” 

Home heating assistance 
grants now available

HUDSON — Medical and community leaders joined in Hudson 
recently to unveil state-of-the-art 3D breast biopsy technology that 
offi cials at Columbia Memorial Health say will signifi cantly improve 
the diagnosis, treatment and outcomes for breast cancer patients 
Greene and Columbia counties. 

The stereotactic 3D biopsy system, known as Affi rm, will pro-
vide more precise targeting of tissue abnormalities identifi ed through 
CMH’s 3D mammography capabilities, yielding earlier and more 
accurate detection of breast cancer. The technology was acquired 
through the generosity of community members who contributed to 
the Columbia Memorial Health Foundation.

“This life-saving 3D biopsy technology, paired with our 3D mam-
mography service, provides our patients with the most advanced diag-
nostic care available in locations that are comfortable, convenient and 
close to home,” said CMH President and CEO Jay P. Cahalan.

In addition to offering 3D mammography and 3D biopsy services, 
CMH has signifi cantly augmented its radiology and pathology exper-
tise through its affi liation with Albany Medical Center. The Albany 
Med and CMH radiology and pathology services are now fully inte-
grated, which means that mammograms, and all imaging and diagnos-
tic studies, are interpreted by the region’s leading experts.

 “Each year in the U.S. more than 268,000 women are diagnosed 
with breast cancer,” said Tariq Gill, M.D., chief of Radiology at CHM. 
“This technology, now available right here in our community, is a tre-
mendous step forward in our ability to detect and diagnose early stage 
breast cancer, signifi cantly improving the likelihood of successful 
treatment.” 

Columbia Memorial Health Foundation Vice Chair Anne Scho-
maker said: “This technology is truly a gift of life made possible 
through the tremendous generosity of our donors. We are grateful be-
yond words to our supporters who continue to rally around CMH to 
ensure its essential mission can continue and expand.”

CMH unveils 
3D biopsy technology

HANNACROIX — The Hannacroix Rural Cemetery, which is lo-
cated on Route 411 in Dormansville/Westerlo, is seeking donations for 
the 2020 mowing expense for the cemetery.  

Whether you have a loved one buried there or would just like to 
give a donation, it would be greatly appreciated, organizers said. They 
also thank all who have helped in the past. 

Organizers need your help to keep the cemetery maintained. Contri-
butions can be sent to: Hannacroix Rural Cemetery, C/O Linda Smith, 
Treasurer, 115 State Route 143, Westerlo, New York 12193.

Hannacroix Rural 
Cemetery seeks 2020 

mowing donations

By Melanie Lekocevic
Capital Region Independent Media

CAIRO — A resource fair held 
at the Cairo Public Library put the 
interests of area veterans front and 
center.

The event, held Nov. 16, was 
hosted by state Sen. Michelle 
Hinchey, D-46. The senator was 
unable to attend as she was quaran-
tining at the time after receiving a 
positive COVID-19 test.

“The senator is very sad to miss 
this, but unfortunately she is still 
home quarantining,” Hinchey’s 
chief of staff, Leah Goldman, said.

Hinchey reached out to Amer-
ican Legion Post 983 Commander 
Mike Adrian to put the resource fair 
together to make veterans aware of 
the programs and benefi ts that are 
available to them.

“Sen. Hinchey approached 
me and said she wanted to have 
a resource fair so we jumped on 
board,” Adrian said. “This is all 
about veterans, veterans’ benefi ts 
and resources they are allowed. It’s 

a nice program that Sen. Hinchey 
started.”

Representatives were on hand 
from a variety of organizations, 
from Columbia-Greene Commu-
nity College to utility company 
Central Hudson, Blue Star Mothers 
of Greene County, Albany Stratton 
VA Hospital, a therapeutic riding 
center, an agency that helps home-
less veterans, and assistance with 
fi nding employment, among oth-
ers.

A representative from U.S. Rep. 
Antonio Delgado, D-19, handed 
out a resource guide with informa-
tion on federal and other benefi ts 
and services available to veterans.

Greene County Sheriff Peter 
Kusmisky said the fair was a valu-
able resource for local veterans.

“I am glad veterans are here to-
day to avail themselves of services 
that are available in the communi-
ty,” Kusminsky said. “It’s great to 
see them out here.”

Blue Star Mothers First Vice 
President Karen Dudley said her 
group’s mission is to help veterans 
in any way they can.

“Blue Star Mothers is an orga-
nization that likes to fi ll the gaps 
in what veterans need,” Dudley 
said. “We have reached out to our 
veterans at the local nursing homes 
— we just replaced the fl ags for 

them — and we send them cards, 
we send packages overseas, wher-
ever we can help. We go ‘mom’ on 
whoever needs it.”

Veteran Chris Algozzine from 
American Legion Post 983 in Cairo 
shared ways the Legion can help 
those who have served.

“It’s important to be a member 
of the American Legion so that you 
can interact with people who have 
served, understand what is hap-
pening to you and your family as 
veterans, and to fi nd out all the pro-
grams that are available to you and 
get help if you need it with any of 
those programs,” Algozzine said. 
“It’s a great way for veterans to get 
together and help each other out.”

Greene County Legislator Har-
ry Lennon, D-Cairo, attended the 
resource fair and said it provided 
an important service for veterans.

“I am hoping veterans come not 
only from Cairo, but from all over 
Greene County to take advantage 
of this,” Lennon said. “I hope we 
can build on this in the years to 
come. This is the fi rst time it has 
been done in Cairo and everybody 
did a wonderful job putting this to-
gether — I hope we can continue it 
and make it bigger for all of the vet-
erans of Greene County and for all 
they have sacrifi ced for this coun-
try. We can’t thank them enough.”

Resource fair puts veterans front and center
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By Andrea Macko
Greenville Pioneer

NEW YORK―Unacast, an 
award-winning location data and 
analytics firm, has launched a So-
cial Distancing Scoreboard.

The Scorecard assigns a letter 
grade of A through F to all states 
and counties in relation to social 
distancing behavior during the 
COVID-19 pandemic. The tool 
does not rank response to the virus 
by public health officials but in-
stead focuses on public behavior.

Using the change in distance 
traveled prior to COVID-19 in 
comparison to present day, areas 
that observe at least a 40% de-
crease in average distance traveled 
are assigned a grade of A, while 
those that exhibit less than 10% de-
crease or increase are assigned an 
F. Letter grades are then compared 
to the number of new COVID-19 
cases reported in those areas to 
help users draw conclusions be-
tween social distancing behavior 
and virus spread over time.

So how do local counties rank?
Overall Greene County has 

received a grade of C-, as has 
Schohaire County. Albany Coun-
ty received a grade of C. The best 
scores in New York State were 
four counties in the North Coun-
try. The overwhelming majority of 

New York State counties received 
a C or D grade, giving the county 
an average C grade. As of press 
time, no county had received an F.

Overall, the United States av-
erage grade was a C. Nevada, Col-
orado, Hawaii, Michigan and Wis-
consin earned B grades. Louisiana 

was the only state to earn an F.
Unacast is developing the 

technology with public datasets, 
as well as aggregate mobility and 
anonymous device data from tens 
of millions of devices. Unacast’s 
proprietary technology then ex-
trapolates the results to show 
trends by county and by state.

Unacast created this pro bono 
offering, powered by its Real 
World Graph data engine, to 
help public health experts, policy 
makers, academics, community 
leaders and businesses in retail 
and real estate gain accurate in-
sights into current public behav-
ior and unearth trends for future 
scenarios related to the spread of 
COVID-19. 

In the wake of the global pan-
demic, the World Health Organi-
zation and the Centers for Disease 
Control have advised social dis-
tancing as a containment method 
to slow the spread of the disease. 

“COVID-19 spreads mainly 

among people who are in close 
contact (within about 6 feet) for a 
prolonged period. Spread happens 
when an infected person coughs, 
sneezes, or talks, and droplets from 
their mouth or nose are launched 
into the air and land in the mouths 
or noses of people nearby. The 
droplets can also be inhaled into 
the lungs. Recent studies indi-
cate that people who are infected 
but do not have symptoms likely 
also play a role in the spread of 
COVID-19,” the CDC reports. 
“It may be possible that a person 
can get COVID-19 by touching a 
surface or object that has the virus 
on it and then touching their own 
mouth, nose, or eyes. However, 
this is not thought to be the main 
way the virus spreads. COVID-19 
can live for hours or days on a sur-
face, depending on factors such 
as sun light and humidity. Social 
distancing helps limit contact with 
infected people and contaminated 
surfaces.”

Unacast applied geospatial 
human mobility insights with its 
proprietary tools to create an in-
teractive map showing mobility 
trends by county or by state as a 
way to raise awareness of and re-
inforce the importance of social 
distancing in relation to slowing 
the spread of COVID-19. 

“Our goal in developing this 
and our COVID-19 Toolkit is to 
empower organizations to un-
earth reliable and valuable infor-
mation to guide critical decision 
making and planning in relation 
to COVID-19 containment,” 
said Thomas Walle, CEO and 
Co-founder at Unacast. “We are 
updating the Scorecard and en-
hancing this COVID-19 Toolkit to 
provide the most timely and accu-
rate information possible, with the 
hope of ultimately saving lives.”

Editor’s note: The grades in 
the above article are based on 
data from April 16. For more in-
formation or to see if a county’s 
grade has changed, visit Unacast.
com.

PHOTO CONTRIBUTED
Unacast has given counties in each state a grade based on how the public maintains social distancing. 

Data firm ranks counties on social 
distancing behavior
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Come and meet Janice, Lynn, Gail and Vickie
And welcome new stylist, Brittney Blake to our team.

Grand Opening

Thursday, November 14TH

9:30am-5:00pm

Janice Mahoney, new owner of 
Jan’s Country Cuts, in Greenville
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Obituaries
Maria K. Kammerer

CORNWALLVILLE―Maria K. 
Kammerer, age 80, of Cornwall-
ville, NY passed away on March 
25, 2020 in Catskill, NY. 

Maria was born on July 31, 
1939 in Romania and was the 
daughter of the late Nikolaus and 
Agatha (Wagner) Zimmermann. 

In addition to her parents she 
is predeceased by her husband 
Richard Kammerer. 

Survivors include her sister 
Anneliese Hartman of Missouri, 
her brother Walter Zimmermann 
of North Carolina, and her 
nephew Walter Zimmermann of 
Texas. Also survived by her loving 
English Shepherd Dog compan-
ion, Wizzard. 

Maria was a former owner and 
chef at the Mountain Brauhaus 
where she enjoyed one of her 
many passions of cooking. She 
also worked many years as a 
secretary with the Cairo-Durham 
School District. She enjoyed 
sewing, was an avid gardener, 
painter and artist and will be 
missed and forever cherished by 
all who knew and loved her. 

Due to the current Coronavirus 
pandemic, a private burial will 
take place at this time. A Cele-
bration of Maria’s Life will take 
place at a later date. Maria’s 
family thanks you for your under-
standing. 

In lieu of flowers memorial 
donations may be made to the 
Columbia Greene Humane So-
ciety, 111 Humane Society Rd., 
Hudson, NY 12534. 

Condolences may be made at 
www.richardsfuneralhomeinc.
net.

Maria K. Kammerer
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on the ability of journalists to 
provide the public with 
investigative journalism.

Help show your support for quality,
investigative journalism:

Donate to the International
Consortium of Investigative
Journalists today

https://donate.icij.org/
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Dr. Dorothy Urschel

HUDSON – Columbia Memo-
rial Health last week announced 
the selection of Dorothy M. Ur-
schel as its new chief operating 
officer. 

Dr. Urschel is an experienced 
health care executive who has 
held senior clinical and admin-
istrative leadership posts in nu-
merous health care organizations, 
most recently at St. Peter’s Health 
Partners as vice president of oper-
ations and chief nursing officer at 
Albany Memorial Hospital, and 
vice president of Cardiac and Vas-
cular Services.

An accomplished clinician, 
administrator and academic, Ur-
schel is an acute care and family 
nurse practitioner. She also holds 
a master’s degree in business ad-
ministration. She replaces Karen 
Tassey, who retired after serving 
as CMH’s chief operating officer 
for the past seven years. 

“Dorothy Urschel is a dynam-
ic leader and highly experienced 
caregiver who has consistently 
demonstrated an ability to lead 
and succeed with a ‘patient first’ 
perspective,” said CMH Presi-
dent and CEO Jay P. Cahalan. 
“The complexities of health care 
system operations are numerous, 
but the imperative remains that 
all of our efforts are centered on 
delivering high-quality and com-
passionate care to our patients. 
Dorothy will be a key player in 
our commitment to that mission.”

In addition to her clinical and 

administrative leadership posts 
at St. Peter’s, Dr. Urschel has 
held leadership positions at West-
chester Medical Center, Kaleida 
Health and Roswell Park Cancer 
Institute, among others. An aca-
demic leader and teacher, she has 
served as an associate professor, 
adjunct faculty member and clin-
ical speaker at leading schools of 
nursing.

“Columbia Memorial Health 
has evolved to become a compre-
hensive health care provider for 
Columbia and Greene Counties,” 
Urschel said. “And being a part 
of the Albany Med Health System 
provides unparalleled access to an 
expansive array of specialty care 
services. I’m very excited to be 
part of a caring and highly experi-
enced team of professionals.” 

Columbia Memorial 
Health announces  

new COO
Dorothy Urschel to join executive 

leadership team
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Shelva Jean Maynard
GREENVILLE―Shelva Jean 

Maynard, 82, formerly of Green-
ville was led by angels to peace 
on March 30, 2020. 

Born Shelva J. Lane on March 
7, 1938, in Endicott, to the late 
Delbert and Josephine Lane. 

Shelva was also predeceased 
by siblings, Arthur, William and 
Elizabeth Lane and daughter, 
Tammy Zacchio, of Cairo.  

She is survived by her children, 
daughter, Deborah Ann Morris, 
Chenango Forks, son, Barry Lane 
White and wife, Robin, Lynnville 
TN, daughter, Barbara Lynn 
Hogan and husband, Joseph, 
Greene;  sister, Beverly and hus-
band Clifford Wilcox, Zavalla TX;  
grandchildren,  Amanda Pratt, 
Jesse, Sarah, Adam and Clay 
Morris, Gaetano Zacchio Jr and 
wife Heather, Austin Zacchio and 
wife Lisa, Natasha and Nicole 
Zacchio, Chrissy (White) Arellano, 
Matthew White, Jessica (White) 

Fralick, Josie White, Elizabeth 
White, Kelsey, Brandi and Jenna 
Keathly; 16 great-grandchildren 
as well as several nieces and 
nephews. 

Shelva graduated from Greene 
Central School, attended nursing 
school and was employed by the 
Cadre Corporation and I.B.M. 
in Owego.  Later employed by 
the Conoco Corporation while in 
Texas, manager for Cumberland 
Farms while living in Greenville 
and Eckerds Pharmacy in Greene 
until her retirement. 

To honor her request, there will 
be no public services. A private 
graveside service for family will 
be held at a later date at the 
Riverhurst Cemetery, Endwell. 

Arrangements are under direc-
tion of Root Funeral Home, 23 
N. Chenango Street, Greene, NY 
13778 and condolences may be 
sent to the family at www.rootfh.
com.
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Egeziaca ‘Jessica’ Rufa

WESTERLO―Egeziaca “Jes-
sica” Rufa, 106, passed away 
peacefully on Monday, March 
9, 2020 at the Community Hos-
pice Inn at St. Peter’s Hospital. 

She was born in Frosinone, 
Italy on November 20, 1913 
to the late Peter and Dominica 
Perciballi. 

She was raised in Italy and 
in 1929, she married Vincent 
Rufa. 

She raised her family in 
Italy before the family moved 
to America in 1954. They all 
settled in the Bronx, where she 
worked as a seamstress. 

In 1988, she moved to West-
erlo, where she joined St. John 
the Baptist Church and became 
a member of the Rosary Soci-
ety. Jessica enjoyed cooking, 
crocheting, and gardening. In 
addition to her parents, she is 
predeceased by her children, 
Maria Rufa, Josephine Cestra, 
and Benny Rufa; and her sib-
lings, Peter Cerquiddi and Nena 
Perciballi.

Egeziaca is survived by her 

children, Ida Pironi and Peter 
Rufa, fifteen grandchildren, and 
several great and great-great 
grandchildren. 

Calling hours were Thursday 
March 12 at the A.J. Cunning-
ham Funeral Home, 4898 State 
Route 81, Greenville. A Funeral 
Mass was March 13 at St. John 
the Baptist Church, 4987 State 
Route 81, Greenville, followed 
by burial in Greenville Ceme-
tery. Condolences can be post-
ed at ajcunninghamfh.com.

Egeziaca ‘Jessica’ Rufa
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Dr. Dorothy Urschel

HUDSON – Columbia Memo-
rial Health last week announced 
the selection of Dorothy M. Ur-
schel as its new chief operating 
officer. 

Dr. Urschel is an experienced 
health care executive who has 
held senior clinical and admin-
istrative leadership posts in nu-
merous health care organizations, 
most recently at St. Peter’s Health 
Partners as vice president of oper-
ations and chief nursing officer at 
Albany Memorial Hospital, and 
vice president of Cardiac and Vas-
cular Services.

An accomplished clinician, 
administrator and academic, Ur-
schel is an acute care and family 
nurse practitioner. She also holds 
a master’s degree in business ad-
ministration. She replaces Karen 
Tassey, who retired after serving 
as CMH’s chief operating officer 
for the past seven years. 

“Dorothy Urschel is a dynam-
ic leader and highly experienced 
caregiver who has consistently 
demonstrated an ability to lead 
and succeed with a ‘patient first’ 
perspective,” said CMH Presi-
dent and CEO Jay P. Cahalan. 
“The complexities of health care 
system operations are numerous, 
but the imperative remains that 
all of our efforts are centered on 
delivering high-quality and com-
passionate care to our patients. 
Dorothy will be a key player in 
our commitment to that mission.”

In addition to her clinical and 

administrative leadership posts 
at St. Peter’s, Dr. Urschel has 
held leadership positions at West-
chester Medical Center, Kaleida 
Health and Roswell Park Cancer 
Institute, among others. An aca-
demic leader and teacher, she has 
served as an associate professor, 
adjunct faculty member and clin-
ical speaker at leading schools of 
nursing.

“Columbia Memorial Health 
has evolved to become a compre-
hensive health care provider for 
Columbia and Greene Counties,” 
Urschel said. “And being a part 
of the Albany Med Health System 
provides unparalleled access to an 
expansive array of specialty care 
services. I’m very excited to be 
part of a caring and highly experi-
enced team of professionals.” 

Columbia Memorial 
Health announces  

new COO
Dorothy Urschel to join executive 

leadership team

AMERIPRISE FINANCIAL SERVICES, INC.
5 Palisades Dr. Ste.320  |  Albany, NY 12205

Not all financial companies are the same.
Ameriprise financial advisors have access to a wide selection of products 

and services including investment products, insurance, brokerage services 
and other solutions to help you meet your needs for education savings, 

protection, estate planning, retirement and more.

RECOGNIZED INDUSTRY LEADER

www.Ameripriseadvisors.com/team/sm-miller-associates/resources

O: 518.458.7200 x 109  |  F: 518.458.7201  |  M: 518.337.0898

Come and meet Janice, Lynn, Gail and Vickie
And welcome new stylist, Brittney Blake to our team.

Grand Opening

Thursday, November 14TH

9:30am-5:00pm

Janice Mahoney, new owner of 
Jan’s Country Cuts, in Greenville

would like to invite you to their grand opening!

REFRESHMENTS WILL BE SERVED — ALL ARE WELCOME!

4841 State Route 81, Greenville, NY  12083
518-966-8349

Jan’s Country Cuts

Grand Opening

Thursday, November 14TH

9:30am-5:00pm

Janice Mahoney, new owner of 
Jan’s Country Cuts, in Greenville

would like to invite you to their grand opening!

Normal hours Wednesday-Saturdays  9:30am-5:00pm

EFRESHMENTS WILL BE SERVED LL ARE WELCOME

2166 US RT 9W, Ravena  |  felicianobodyworks@gmail.com

We deal with all 
insurance companies, 

and offer free
on the spot estimates.

Collision Repairs 
& Custom Designs

“Beep Beep, It’s A Hit”

(518) 530-6209

From Delmar to Coxsackie   518-466-1397   Dan Houghtaling

• Spring & Fall Cleanups
• Lawn Care
• Mulch Install / Bed Edging
• Tree & Hedge Pruning

• Yard Work
• Compact Tractor Work
• Stump Grinding
• Gutter Cleaning

• Handyman Work
• Pressure & Soft Washing
• Painting Indoor & Outdoor

Insured and Professional

D.H. Landscaping 
& Home Services, LLC.
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MELANIE LEKOCEVIC/CAPITAL REGION INDEPENDENT MEDIA    
The Veterans Resource Fair shared a wealth of information about programs 
and services available to those who have served.
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By Melanie Lekocevic
Capital Region Independent Media

ALBANY — Students ages 
5 to 11 who get the COVID-19 
vaccine have the chance to win a 
free college education.

Gov. Kathy Hochul on Nov. 
9 announced the “Vaccinate, 
Educate, Graduate” vaccine in-
centive to encourage families to 
vaccinate their children against 
the virus. Children who receive 
their first dose of the vaccine by 
Dec. 19 are entered into a ran-
dom drawing to win a full schol-
arship to a State University of 
New York or City University of 
New York institution.

Scholarships apply to both 
two- and four-year colleges, and 
cover tuition, room and board.

There will be 10 winners 
statewide each week beginning 
Nov. 24. The final 10 winners 
will be announced Dec. 22.

“Finally, the COVID-19 vac-
cine is here for young New York-
ers age 5 through 11,” Hochul 
said. “Our critical work to make 
the vaccine accessible and avail-
able to all eligible children and 
their families is underway — and 
we will creatively support and 
celebrate those who get vacci-
nated. The ‘Vaccinate, Educate, 
Graduate’ program is an extraor-
dinary opportunity for children 
to win free tuition to a SUNY or 
CUNY college or university, and 
I urge parents and guardians to 
help their children get vaccinat-
ed and enter into this once-in-a-
lifetime program.”

The U.S. Centers for Disease 
Control and Prevention recom-
mended Nov. 2 that children ages 
5-11 be vaccinated against the 
virus with the Pfizer-BioNTech 
pediatric vaccine. The CDC’s 
recommendation made about 28 
million children eligible for the 
vaccine, according to the agency.

“Together, with science lead-
ing the charge, we have taken 
another important step forward 
in our nation’s fight against the 
virus that causes COVID-19,” 
CDC Director Rochelle Wal-
ensky, M.D., M.P.H., said in a 
statement Nov. 2. “We know 
millions of parents are eager to 
get their children vaccinated 
and with this decision, we now 
have recommended that about 
28 million children receive a 
COVID-19 vaccine. As a mom, 
I encourage parents with ques-
tions to talk to their pediatrician, 
school nurse or local pharmacist 
to learn more about the vaccine 
and the importance of getting 
their children vaccinated.”

Winners of the SUNY or 
CUNY scholarships will receive 
full in-state tuition and non-tu-
ition costs including room and 
board, books, supplies and trans-
portation. If on-campus housing 
is not available at the school the 
student attends, they will receive 
the same allowance as students 
living on campus.

Meanwhile, the goal of the 
“Vaccinate, Educate, Graduate” 
program is to incentivize fam-
ilies to have their children vac-

cinated against COVID-19 now 
that the Pfizer vaccine has been 
approved for children ages 5-11.

“Expanding vaccine eligi-
bility to children as young as 5 
years old gives us even greater 
confidence that we will effec-
tively subdue COVID-19 and put 
the conditions in place for New 
York’s full economic recovery,” 
CUNY Chancellor Felix Matos 
Rodriguez said in a statement. 
“The ‘Vaccinate, Educate, Grad-
uate’ program will further incen-
tivize parents and guardians to 
get their children protected, and 
we strongly encourage them to 
do so.”

The option to vaccinate 
younger children is another step 
toward normalcy, particularly in 
the classroom, SUNY Chancel-
lor Jim Malatras said.

“Vaccinations were the key 
to a more normal academic and 
campus experience throughout 
SUNY,” Malatras said. “Now 
that even younger individuals 
have an approved vaccine op-
tion, this is another huge step to 
seeing the finish line of this pan-
demic, and we must continue to 
do all we can to encourage ev-
eryone to get their shot.”

Incentives have been used 

throughout the pandemic to en-
courage vaccinations among oth-
er age groups statewide, includ-
ing free tickets to attractions and 
sporting events, and even pre-
paid debit cards.

To be eligible to be entered 
into the scholarship drawing, 
children must be between the 
ages of 5 and 11, be residents 
of New York state and lawful 
permanent residents or U.S. citi-
zens, according to the governor’s 
website.

Federal COVID-19 relief and 
outreach funds are being used to 
cover the cost of the vaccination 
incentive program, according to 
the governor’s website.

New Yorkers looking to 
schedule a vaccine appoint-
ment for their child should call 
their child’s pediatrician, family 
physician, county health depart-
ment, pharmacy or other health 
care facility. You can also visit 
vaccines.gov or call 1-800-232-
0233 for more information.

For more information about 
the COVID-19 vaccine for chil-
dren, visit ny.gov/vaxforkids.

Hochul: Vaccinate for a chance 
at free college education

By Melanie Lekocevic
Capital Region Independent Media

CAIRO — Cairo resident 
and combat veteran Michael 
Adrian will be inducted into 
the New York State Senate Vet-
erans Hall of Fame, state Sen. 
Michelle Hinchey, D-46, an-
nounced.

Adrian served in the United 
States Army and the National 
Guard for 23 years, earning the 
rank of Sergeant First Class.

He is now commander of 
American Legion Mohican Post 
983 in Cairo, a post he has held 
for more than 10 years.

“His recognitions and hon-
ors include Army Achievement 
Awards, State Defense Awards 
and the Presidential Award,” 
Hinchey said in a video state-
ment.

Hinchey has been diagnosed 
with COVID-19 and remained 
in quarantine at press time.

Adrian continues to work 
with local veterans, Hinchey 
said.

“Under his leadership, the 
first New York State Hometown 
Heroes banner event was creat-
ed, recognizing local veterans 
in their communities,” Hinchey 
said.

The Hometown Heroes Ban-

ner program posts banners atop 
poles in communities, each with 
a photo, name and other details 
about military veterans. Cairo 
was the first community in New 
York state to participate in the 
program in 2013.

Adrian was born in the 
Bronx and moved with his fam-
ily to Coxsackie. He graduated 
from Coxsackie-Athens High 
School in 1983 and enlisted in 
the U.S. Army on Sept. 7, 1983.

He began his military ser-
vice as a cook, and rose to the 
rank of Battalion Mess Ser-
geant, according to Hinchey.

Adrian went on to serve with 
the National Guard until 2003, 
when he was called back to ac-
tive duty serving with the “Big 
Red One,” the 1st Infantry Di-
vision in Iraq.

He was honorably dis-
charged in September 2005.

During his military service, 
Adrian achieved the rank of 
Army Sergeant First Class with 
the 2nd Battalion, 108th Head-
quarters, Battalion First Food 
Service. 

His military honors include 
six Army Achievement Awards, 
seven Army Commendation 
Awards — the second highest 
Army award — in addition to 
State Defense Awards, civil and 

federal awards.
Adrian also earned the Pres-

idential Award and Overseas 
Awards for his dedication to the 
Armed Forces, Hinchey said.

In his work with the Ameri-
can Legion Post in Cairo, Adri-
an has spearheaded numerous 
projects, including sponsoring 
a floor at the Albany Stratton 
VA Medical Center, where the 
post donates items including 
televisions and blankets to as-
sist veterans in need. Adrian 
also organizes the annual Cairo 
Memorial Day Parade to honor 
fallen soldiers.

In September, Adrian 
worked with his employer at the 
Citgo gas station on Route 23 to 
set up a Table of Honor with 13 
empty coffee cups at the station 
to honor the 13 service mem-
bers who died Aug. 26 in the 
bombing at Kabul International 
Airport during the U.S. military 
withdrawal from Afghanistan. 
The Table of Honor remained 
for about a week.

“Through his work with 
American Legion Post 983, and 
his leadership in community 
outreach, Mr. Adrian contin-
ues to support the veterans of 
Greene County,” Hinchey said 
in a statement.

Adrian named to state Veterans Hall of Fame

By Charlene Marchand
For Capital Region Independent Media

For well over a decade, the American Kennel Club (AKC) 
advocated for legislation that would protect dog owners from 
being subject to homeowners’ insurance policy discrimination 
based solely on the breed of dog that was owned. 

“The amount of money paid by homeowners’ insurance 
claimants suing for dog bites went from $324.4 million in 
2003 to $853.7 million in 2020,” according to an editorial in 
Dog News.

As a result, companies began to refuse to write policies – 
some homeowners even facing cancellation when a “certain” 
breed was purchased or adopted from a shelter or private res-
cue group. 

As many of us can attest, breeds such as German shepherd 
dogs, Doberman pinschers, American Staffordshire terriers 
(“pitbulls”), huskies, boxers, cane corsos, akitas, mastiffs, 
Rottweilers, Belgian Malinois, giant Schnauzers – the list 
goes on – are targets of breed discrimination and restrictions.

Many of our canine family members are combinations 
of multiple breeds, i.e. mixed breeds. The increasing list of 
“crossbreds,” e.g. Golden and Labrador retriever mixes, Poo-
dle mixes, Bernese mountain dog mixes, Old English sheep-
dog mixes, husky mixes – this list is becoming endless – were 
previously not included in these “bans.” The purebred dog 
population “took the hit,” so to speak, as the ability to research 
and prove background and DNA would become a Herculean 
task, if not impossible.

We have reason to celebrate! On Oct. 30, 2021, New York 
Gov. Kathy Hochul signed Senate Bill 4254 (now Chapter 
545), which states, “No insurer shall refuse to issue or renew, 
cancel, or charge or impose an increased premium or rate for 
such policy or contract based solely upon harboring or owning 
any dog of a specific breed or mixture of breeds.” 

This law will be in effect as of January 2022. What an 
excellent, knowledgeable, pragmatic and effective move our 
new governor has taken. Let each canine be judged as an in-
dividual if it is declared dangerous as defined in New York 
state law.

Feel free to call us with any questions at 518-828-6044 or 
visit our website at www.cghs.org. Our Food Bank is open to 
any from the public in need of pet food or for those wishing to 
donate food from 11:30 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. daily. Spay/neuter 
clinics for cats are $86.00 male or female, including a rabies 
vaccination and a 5-in-1 feline distemper combination vac-
cination. Nail clipping services are available every Saturday 
from 10 to 11 a.m. at the shelter for a donation of $10 for cats 
and $15 for dogs (currently prepaid only). Charlene Marchand 
is the chairperson of the Columbia-Greene Humane Society/
SPCA Board of Directors. She may be contacted at cghsaar-
on@gmail.com.

New law bans 
canine  

discrimination

FILE PHOTO    
Combat veteran Michael Adrian, of Cairo, is being inducted into the New 
York State Senate Veterans Hall of Fame. Adrian is pictured next to the 
Table of Honor he created at the Citgo gas station in September to honor the 
13 troops who died at Kabul International Airport during the U.S. withdrawal 
from Afghanistan.

CONTRIBUTED PHOTO    
Chappie is a 4-year-old black and white domestic shorthaired 
cat, pictured with CGHS/SPCA Adoption Counselor Laura 
Isbell. He’s a very sweet boy who loves snuggles and pats. He 
seems to get along well with the other cats at the shelter, but 
it is unknown if he’s good with dogs. He will greet you at the 
door and climb right up on the couch with you! Chappie is the 
perfect lap cat!COURTESY OF GOV. KATHY HOCHUL’S OFFICE    

Gov. Kathy Hochul announces a new incentive program to 
encourage families to have their children ages 5-11 vaccinated 
against the COVID-19 virus.

COURTESY OF GOV. KATHY HOCHUL’S OFFICE    
Gov. Kathy Hochul with several youngsters following the an-
nouncement of the launch of the “Vaccinate, Educate, Gradu-
ate” incentive program.
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13640 US RT 9W
HANNACROIX, NY
WWW.CA-ALBRIGHT.COM

Fuel Oil with a 30 Mile Delivery Service & Competitive Pricing
OR Switch from Oil to LP/Natural Gas - same day in some cases!

OUR FORMULA FOR SUCCESS IS VERY SIMPLE:
Low Prices + Quality Products + Great Service = Happy Customers

HAPPINESS IS A WARM PUPPY
AND A WARM HEART

518-756-3127

CAIRO – Twenty-fi ve 
Cairo-Durham students were 
trained to be peer leaders for 
Sources of Strength (SOS), a 
student organization that fo-
cuses on mental health aware-
ness and support.

The group of peer leaders 
consists of students in grades 
8-12. They will work to fi nd 
ways to be mentors among 
their peers and help them fi nd 
their own sources of strength 
such as family support, posi-
tive friends, healthy activities, 
spirituality and more. 

The goal of SOS is to pre-
vent suicide, bullying and 
substance abuse through the 
power of these peer social net-
works. 

Cairo-Durham’s SOS peer 
leaders will give presentations 
at assemblies and their fi rst 

schoolwide campaign, “I Am 
Stronger,” will feature a com-
petition between grade levels. 

SOS was introduced at 
Cairo-Durham High School 
in 2016 after Participation in 

Government students went on 
a fi eld trip to the 2015 Men-
tal Health Matters Legislative 

Day in Albany.
“The students spoke with 

advocates about their concerns 
related to mental health issues 
and the need for more support-
ive services in schools,” said 
SOS advisor Karen Drossel. 
“The students did an excellent 
job representing our school 
and their concerns, and later 
we learned that Cairo-Durham 
was selected as one of the 
schools to be funded for the 
program. We’ve been working 
hard at it ever since.”

The fi rst SOS peer lead-
er training at CDHS occurred 
in the fall of 2016. It is in its 
fi fth year at Cairo-Durham and 
began including eighth grade 
students in the peer leader 
training last year.

Sources of Strength at Cairo-Durham

CONTRIBUTED PHOTO    
Twenty-five Cairo-Durham students were recently trained to be peer leaders for Sources of Strength, a bullying 
and suicide prevention program that focuses on mental health awareness and support.

ALBANY — The PBA of New York 
State announced the members of its 
board of directors and executive commit-
tee for the next three years. 

The union represents nearly 1,200 
state law enforcement offi cers from four 
member units including the New York 
State Park Police, New York State Uni-
versity Police, Department of Environ-
mental Conservation Offi cers and New 
York State Forest Rangers. 

For the past several years, the union 
has fought to secure fair compensation 
for its members including the standard 
20-year retirement, which 97% of po-
lice in New York state already receive. 
In doing so, the union aims to retain and 
attract diverse offi cers to better represent 
the communities they serve. 

Since late 2019, the union has also 
focused on preserving New York state’s 
oldest state law enforcement agency, 
the New York State Park Police, which 
former Gov. Andrew Cuomo sought to 
eliminate by fi rst transferring operation-
al control to the Division of State Police 

with eventual full integration and dis-
bandment, according to the organization. 

The executive board for the board of 
directors will consist of: 

• Manuel Vilar from Metro Long Is-
land – President and Park Police Ser-
geants Director.

• Aaron Gordon from the Department 
of Environmental Conservation Acade-
my – Vice 

President/Chief Administrative Offi -
cer and EnCon Police Superior Offi cers 
Director.

• Nancy Ganswindt from DEC Re-
gion 5 (Adirondacks) – Vice President/
Chief Communications Offi cer and For-
est Rangers Lieutenants Director.

• William Ricci from SUNY Purchase 
– Vice President/Chief Financial Offi cer 
and University Police Offi cers/Investiga-
tors Associate Director. 

• Troy Caupain from Metro Long Is-
land – Secretary and Park Police Offi cers 
Director.

• James McCartney from SUNY Mor-
risville – Treasurer and University Police 

Lieutenants Director. 
Additional members of the board of 

directors include: 
• Jason DeAngelis from DEC Region 

4 (Capital Region) – EnCon Police Lieu-
tenants Director.

• Matt Krug from DEC Region 5 (Ad-
irondacks) – Encon Police Offi cers Di-
rector.

• Adam Pickett DEC Region 4 (Cap-
ital Region) – Forest Rangers Superior 
Offi cers Director.

• Arthur Perryman DEC Region 5 
(Adirondacks) – Forest Rangers Direc-
tor.

• James Hy from Western NY Gene-
see Zone – Park Police Superior Offi cers 
Director.

• Christopher Lacosse from SUNY 
Albany – University Police Offi cers/In-
vestigators Director

Manuel Vilar, PBA president and 
Park Police sergeants director, said, “We 
are blessed to have a board of directors 
that encompasses a range of experience 
from founders of the PBA to newer of-

fi cers that bring a fresh perspective. To 
fl ourish as an organization, it is critical 
that we not only leverage the various and 
diverse experiences of our members but 
also seek to expand upon them.” 

“There are a number of challenges 
facing law enforcement not only as a 
profession but as a vital 

component of the communities we 
serve and live in,” Vilar added. “To this 
end the PBA of New York State will al-
ways strive for the highest standards of 
professionalism to promote strength and 
safety in these communities while simul-
taneously promoting the interests of our 
members. PBANYS offi cers share the 
same concerns as their friends, family 
and neighbors. They want to contribute 
to the communities they serve and pro-
vide a better future for their families. 
To attract and retain the best, brightest 
and most capable we must ensure that 
the compensation our members receive 
is commensurate with the sacrifi ces they 
make daily to protect us all.”

PBA of New York State welcomes new board of directors
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(518) 756-2877130 Main Street Suite 102, �Ravena, NY  12143 Johna@AnatrielloAgency.com AnatrielloAgency.com

Anatriello Agency
Insurance of course!

Anatriello Agency is a multi-generational, family-owned, 
insurance agency that has been trusted for over 60 years.

Whether you need�auto, homeowners or business insurance, 
weʼll take the time to listen to your needs and concerns, 

and find the perfect policy for you and your family.

Serving the insurance needs of individuals and businesses

A U T O   •   H O M E   •   B U S I N E S S

That’s the Anatriello Agency difference!

We can shop your auto, home or business insurance to find you the 
best coverage at the lowest possible price saving you time and money…

F O U N D E D  I N  1 9 5 8

We are locally based in 
 Ravena, and we are 
  always eager to support 
   our community.  
    Let us get you covered today.

I have had the privilege of working with Johna and the Anatriello Agency both professionally and personally. I am a retired insurance agent and underwriter and 
worked very closely with this agency for many years. I know how concerned they were to make sure they were providing the right coverage for their clients. 

When I retired I chose the Anatriello Agency as my personal agent because I knew that my insurance needs would be met.

Because they are a small Agency every client gets the personal care that is so lacking in larger agencies. You can talk with them and they will listen. 
I, for one, like to know that they are looking out for me and reviewing my coverage often. I donʼt feel like just another client. I feel like family.

          — Helen Michel

“
INSURANCE

LIKE US
756-2877

FACEBOOK
ON

OF COURSE!
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GLASS        PLASTIC       CANS

2381 Rt. 9W, Ravena
Next to Family Dollar

WE ACCEPT ALL N.Y.STATE DEPOSITS
— Approaching 1 year in business July 9th, 2019 —

Drop Off Service
NO Waiting at Machines
We Count for You!
Want to Help with Raising Money — 
FUNDRAISERS
Will Assist with Picking Up 
for Fundraisers

We PAY the Extra Penny 
on All NY State Deposit 

Cans/Bottles
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We Count for You!
Want to Help with Raising Money — 
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on All NY State Deposit 
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*Must place window order 
by October 30th, 2019! 

Invest in your 
home's energy 
efficiency this fall 
and save at GNH! 
For a limited time 
only, 2200 Series 
Smarter Windows
Double Hung 
Replacements are
ONLY $169.OO! 

Visit GNH to 
learn more.

Greenville · Windham · Latham
www.GNHlumber.com
0% financing to credit qualified

Invest in Energy Efficient Double 
Hung Windows This Fall and SAVE!

Open 7 days a week from 10am-5pm
(518) 731-6196  •  Cty Rt 26, Climax, NY  12042

Follow us
on Facebook(1/2 Mile on left off Rte. 81  —  Red Barns on Hill)

, LLC
Sweet Cider and Our Own Cider Donuts!
16 Varieties of Apples Still on the Stand!

Pies on the Weekends!
       Squash, Vegetables, 

Local Maple Syrup & Honey, 
Jams & Jellies.

ORDER YOUR
THANKSGIVING 

PIES
BY NOV. 24th

We Now Carry Local Grass Fed Beef!

On the 
stand:

Qualifi ed households may now 
apply for Home Energy Assistance 
Pro¬gram (HEAP) grants, a feder-
ally funded program that provides 
both reg¬ular and emergency fi -
nancial assistance to help pay heat-
ing and utility bills. 

The grants are available 
through local Department of So-
cial Services (DSS) offi ces and 
Offi ces for the Aging. Customers 
of Central Hudson Gas & Electric 
Corp. who receive a HEAP bene-
fi t toward their ac¬count will also 
be issued a monthly credit on their 
bill for a max¬imum of 12 months 
based on service type and amount 
of HEAP benefi t.

“We’re pleased to offer addi-
tional assistance to families who 
may be struggling and depend on 
HEAP benefi ts, and encourage all 
eligible households to apply,” said 
Anthony Campagiorni, Vice Pres-
ident of Customer Services and 
Regulatory Affairs.

Campagiorni explained that 
qualifi ed families using electric-
ity or natural gas as their primary 
heating source may receive a reg-
ular HEAP benefi t $350 or more, 
depending on family income and 
size guidelines, applied toward 
their Central Hudson account. 

“In addition to these grants, eli-
gible customers will also receive a 
credit on their utility bills that pro-
vide further assistance in lowering 
their energy costs,” said Campa-
giorni. 

The bill credit is based on the 
type of heating source and income 
level. 

He added that qualifi ed house-
holds receiving a HEAP benefi t for 
non-utility heating fuels such as 
oil, propane, wood/wood pellets, 
kero¬sene, coal or corn are also el-
igible for a monthly credit on their 
electric or non-heating gas bill. 

“We’re happy to provide bill 
discounts to customers who heat 
with these fuels, as well,” said 
Campagiorni. 

Customers should email their 
HEAP Notice of Decision Letter to 
Central Hudson at CareUnit@cen-
hud.com to be enrolled and receive 
the bill credit.

Regular HEAP grants for the 
fall and upcoming winter are avail-
able between now and Mar. 16, 
2020, or until funding is exhaust-
ed. Emergency HEAP grants will 
be available between Jan. 2 and 
Mar. 16, 2020. These benefi ts are 
designed to meet an eligible house-
hold’s immediate energy needs.

An additional benefi t, the 
Heating Equipment Repair or Re-
placement (HERR) program, is 
available to assist income quali-
fi ed homeowners in repairing or 
replacing their primary heating 
equipment when the systems are 
inoper¬able or unsafe. Appli-
cations for HERR are accepted 
through Sept. 30, 2020, or until the 
funding is ex¬hausted.

To apply for HEAP and HERR 
benefi ts, customers may contact 
their local DSS offi ce, call (800) 
342-3009, or visit www.mybene-
fi ts.ny.gov. In¬dividuals who are 
60 and older and do not receive 
Supplemental Nutrition Assistance 
Program (SNAP) benefi ts may 
contact their local Offi ce for the 
Aging to learn of the eligibil¬ity 
requirements by calling 800-342-
9871 or by visiting www.aging.
ny.gov.

For more information on 
HEAP eligibility requirements 
and benefi ts, visit www.Central-
Hudson.com/HEAP or http://otda.
ny.gov/programs/heap/program.
asp; and for more on all of Central 
Hudson’s assistance and billing 
programs, visit www.CentralHud-
son.com, and click on “My Ac-
count.” 

Home heating assistance 
grants now available

HUDSON — Medical and community leaders joined in Hudson 
recently to unveil state-of-the-art 3D breast biopsy technology that 
offi cials at Columbia Memorial Health say will signifi cantly improve 
the diagnosis, treatment and outcomes for breast cancer patients 
Greene and Columbia counties. 

The stereotactic 3D biopsy system, known as Affi rm, will pro-
vide more precise targeting of tissue abnormalities identifi ed through 
CMH’s 3D mammography capabilities, yielding earlier and more 
accurate detection of breast cancer. The technology was acquired 
through the generosity of community members who contributed to 
the Columbia Memorial Health Foundation.

“This life-saving 3D biopsy technology, paired with our 3D mam-
mography service, provides our patients with the most advanced diag-
nostic care available in locations that are comfortable, convenient and 
close to home,” said CMH President and CEO Jay P. Cahalan.

In addition to offering 3D mammography and 3D biopsy services, 
CMH has signifi cantly augmented its radiology and pathology exper-
tise through its affi liation with Albany Medical Center. The Albany 
Med and CMH radiology and pathology services are now fully inte-
grated, which means that mammograms, and all imaging and diagnos-
tic studies, are interpreted by the region’s leading experts.

 “Each year in the U.S. more than 268,000 women are diagnosed 
with breast cancer,” said Tariq Gill, M.D., chief of Radiology at CHM. 
“This technology, now available right here in our community, is a tre-
mendous step forward in our ability to detect and diagnose early stage 
breast cancer, signifi cantly improving the likelihood of successful 
treatment.” 

Columbia Memorial Health Foundation Vice Chair Anne Scho-
maker said: “This technology is truly a gift of life made possible 
through the tremendous generosity of our donors. We are grateful be-
yond words to our supporters who continue to rally around CMH to 
ensure its essential mission can continue and expand.”

CMH unveils 
3D biopsy technology

HANNACROIX — The Hannacroix Rural Cemetery, which is lo-
cated on Route 411 in Dormansville/Westerlo, is seeking donations for 
the 2020 mowing expense for the cemetery.  

Whether you have a loved one buried there or would just like to 
give a donation, it would be greatly appreciated, organizers said. They 
also thank all who have helped in the past. 

Organizers need your help to keep the cemetery maintained. Contri-
butions can be sent to: Hannacroix Rural Cemetery, C/O Linda Smith, 
Treasurer, 115 State Route 143, Westerlo, New York 12193.

Hannacroix Rural 
Cemetery seeks 2020 

mowing donations
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Let Us Look Into Your Hearing

LIMITED TIME OFFER
Receive up to 

  50% 
OFF

Expires 12/31/19.

*This information is intended for the sole purpose of fitting or selecting a 
hearing aid and is not a medical examination or audiological evaluation.

11573 NY-32, Suite 4A • Greenville, NY 12083

518-662-0707

™

www.hearinghealthusa.com

• Free Hearing Screenings 
• Free Demonstrations

 • Free Clean & Checks  
• Latest Hearing Technology

• Tinnitus Relief  
• 0% Financing Available

on a new pair of
digital hearing aids! 

THE
ORIGINAL

5828 ST RT 32 • WESTERLO, NY 12193

CATERING 
FOR ALL 

OCASIONS!
Check us out on FB

Follow us on Instagram

www.silvercreekdeli.com

HAND-TOSSED BRICK OVEN PIZZA

FEATURING...
• Homemade 
    Fresh Sausage
• Handmade 
    ‘in house’ Mozzarella
• Boar’s Head Cold Cuts
• Cold Heros  
• Hot Heros  • Fish Fry
• Daily Specials  • Imported Cheeses
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AUTO & 
TIRE SERVICE

Proudly Serving Our Community For Four Generations

518-756-3127
(Fax) 518-756-2900
info@CA-Albright.com 
www.ca-albright.com

GARAGE LOCATION: 

13640 Route 9W 
(Corner of 9W & 144) 

Hannacroix, NY 12087

Monday - Friday: 8am - 5pm • Saturday: 8am - Noon

• Full service Garage
• Alignment, Brakes, 
     Shocks, Transmision, 
     Diagnostics
• Firefi ghters “Thank You” 
     discount — 10% off 
     auto service

Buy 4 Continental
or General Tires

Get FREE Rotation
for ONE YEAR when 
you come in for an 

Oil Change

HEATING 
&  COOLING 

SYSTEMS
• Upgrading to energy-
     effi cient systems can save 
     you up to 30% on your 
     utility bills’
• Boiler, Hot Air, A/C 
     & Heat Pump Systems
• Service support 
     unparalleled in area
• The latest, greatest 
     Greenest technology 
     available
• Rebates available on 
     select systems
• Both York and Trio have 
     quiet, effi cient burners

FUEL OIL
• Consistently Low Prices
• 24-Hour Emergency 
     Service
• Flexible Budget Plans
• Automatic Delivery - Worry 
     and hassle free!
• Professional, Dependable 
     and courteous drivers
• Clean and Effi cient 
     High-Grade Heating Oil

Formula for success 
is very simple!  

Low Prices + Quality Fuel Oil
+ Great Service = 

HAPPY CUSTOMERS!

Facebook.com/CAAlbrights • Convenient Online Bill Pay
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WE ACCEPT

BUY 2
GET 1
FREE

and

Infrared 
FIT Bodywrap® 

Benefits can include weight loss, 
cellulite reduction, pain relief, 
relaxation, skin rejuvenation, 

and detoxification!

Tanning
One Month Package

Tanning made 
easy and hassle-free. 

We have both a 
tanning bed and a booth.

BUY 2
GET 1
FREE

and

(518) 731-2559

Salon 255 LTD is a state of the art salon offering a full menu of services 
in a warm and luxurious atmosphere. Our professional, friendly staff 
are trained in the latest trends and are always advancing their 
education. In an industry that is forever changing, it is our priority to 
always provide a superior experience!

With a variety of offerings and services to choose from, we’re sure you 
will be happy working with us. We are looking forward to working with 
you and helping you look fabulous!

TUESDAY-FRIDAY 10am-6pm
SATURDAY 9am-2pm

SUNDAY Closed
MONDAY Closed

You look fabulous!
SALON 255 LTD

salon255ltd.com

255 Mansion Street
Coxsackie, NY

Specials

“Journalism keeps you planted in the earth.”

#SupportRealNews

- Ray Bradbury

By Pat Larsen
For Capital Region Independent Media

First and foremost, yes, there is a title 
change to my column that will better refl ect 
the work I have begun doing in the communi-
ty to connect the body, mind and spirit to the 
everyday experience of being human. 

I look forward to sharing what I’ve learned 
from some very great teachers in my life and 
to learn from you as well, as we all navigate 
this new world together. I plan to share more 
parables, stories, lessons and helpful alterna-
tives to remain healthy and fi t under a broader 
umbrella than just exercise and diets. I hope 
you will enjoy what you read and share with 
those in our community, bringing us all that 
much closer. I plan on focusing our internal 
beam of light on more thought-provoking 
topics that help us regroup and move forward.

This time last year was like no other time 
in anyone’s experience. The isolation, insula-
tion and confusion was almost insurmount-

able. 
Here we are, one full year 

later, a renewed excitement in 
our hearts reconnecting us to 
the joys of the holidays. My 
heart is fi lled with an outpour-
ing of sheer emotion every 
day. We are indeed connecting 
to the very spirit of the holi-
days. Whether you celebrate 
Christmas, Hanukkah, Kwan-
zaa or another holiday, you’re 
starting to “feel” again what 
we thought was lost.

So how then is the mind 
and the body reacting to the spirit and joy 
we’ve begun to embrace?

In researching this topic, I came across a 
wonderful passage that gave me the words 
that I want to share with you now.

The passage was found in a wonderful 
book entitled, “Simple Abundance: A Day-
book of Comfort and Joy.” The author is Sar-

ah Ban Breathnach: 
“In the Bible, the angels 

who intervened in the lives 
of humans were most often 
strangers who appeared on the 
scene just once, gave assis-
tance, and then disappeared as 
mysteriously as they arrived. 
From all the published fi rst-
hand accounts, the appear-
ance of these angels hasn’t 
changed.”

That being said, I know 
we’ve all encountered the 
kindness of strangers, in sur-

prising ways, never more, though, than now it 
seems. Perhaps going unnoticed, but defi nite-
ly leaving the recipient curious. 

So this may be an excellent time to start 
being consciously aware of your encounters 
with strangers. You never know.

Be kind to strangers yourself, as you go 
about your holiday preparations as well. Nev-

er turn down the help of others if you can. 
Sometimes life is diffi cult because we don’t 
allow help from others or decline to ask for 
assistance when we really need a hand. 

As Sarah said in her passage, “Think of 
the kindness to or from strangers as a positive 
exchange of comfort and compassion in the 
circle of life.” 

Allow for the kindness of strangers in 
your life.

Your body and mind are soothed by this 
and remain open to giving as well. 

Pat Larsen is a licensed fi tness instruc-
tor/certifi ed hypnosis therapist. Instruction 
in acupressure techniques and simple guid-
ed meditation. Private readings and sessions 
available to unlock your focus on living your 
best life. Ongoing live fi tness classes and 
programs at The Shamrock House in East 
Durham. You can reach Pat at 518-275-8686 
or via email at Pelarsen5@aol.com.

The kindness of strangers
Body Mind and Spirit

Pat Larsen

BODY MIND AND SPIRIT

THE PUBLIC
NEEDS THE
TRUTH; NOT
SOCIAL MEDIA
HEADLINES &
FAKE NEWS.

#SupportRealNews

By Melanie Lekocevic
Capital Region Independent Media

GREENVILLE — Santa and 
Mrs. Claus made an early visit to 
Greenville the day after Thanks-
giving.

“Have a safe and happy hol-
iday,” Santa said to his young 
fans. “Merry Christmas!”

Dozens of families turned 
out for the annual Christmas tree 
lighting and visit with Santa, held 
each year at the gazebo at Veter-
ans Memorial Park. 

“Santa traveled all the way 
from the North Pole to come to 
Greenville,” said Bella Lanzelot-
ti, 5.

The event was canceled last 
year due to COVID-19, but fam-
ilies were happy to see its return 
this year.

“It’s our tradition,” said mom 
Katrina Lanzelotti, who brought 
her daughter Bella and son Noah, 
8. “We are so glad they are back.”

The event is sponsored each 
year by the Greenville Rotary 
Club.

“We took this over after the 
Greenville Area Chamber of 
Commerce closed down, so we 
have been doing this about 16 
or 17 years,” said Rotarian Deb 
Smith. “It’s for the kids — look 
at all of these kids and how happy 
they are.”

While the event did make its 
return this year, there were some 
changes. 

“This was canceled last year 
because of COVID,” said Rotar-
ian Lesley Smith. “This year we 
are just outside so the kids won’t 

sit on Santa’s lap. Usually, we are 
in Prevost Hall and they sit on 
Santa’s lap and do photos, so this 
year it is a little different just be-
ing outside.”

Elves handed out brightly 
wrapped gifts to all the kids af-
ter Santa and the Mrs. made their 
grand entrance on a Greenville 
fi re truck and then led the tree 
lighting.

Rotarian John Ingalls did 

much of the electrical work and 
installed posts for the trees, work-
ing with Bob Snyder from FPI 
Mechanical, Ingalls said. They 
installed 70 trees this year.

“I just want to give back to the 
town,” he said.

For Jeanette Ingalls’ three 
children, the visit from the Claus-
es was quite a thrill.

“The kids are super excited to 
see Santa,” she said.

MELANIE LEKOCEVIC/CAPITAL REGION INDEPENDENT MEDIA
Santa and Mrs. Claus made an early visit to Greenville for the annual tree 
lighting Friday at the gazebo

Santa makes early visit to 
Greenville
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By Isabel Kropp
For Capital Region Independent Media

GREENVILLE — On a windy, 
blue-sky day, Greenville Central 
School District high school stu-
dents and staff on Nov. 10 were 
once again able to hold an in-per-
son breakfast to honor local veter-
ans, yet another sign of normalcy 
for the community. 

The Veterans Day breakfast has 
been a tradition at Greenville High 
School for over 20 years. 

Last year, however, because 
of COVID-19, the school was un-
able to hold the event in the high 
school’s cafeteria or library. Rather 
than canceling the tradition, stu-
dents and staff changed the event 
to a “drive-thru” breakfast. Stu-
dents held up signs expressing their 
thanks and handed out breakfasts 
to go.

This year’s breakfast more 
closely resembled the event in pre-
COVID years. 

“Last year’s breakfast we sat 
outside, and this year we have more 
students involved than last year,” 
said Lola Fraim, president of the 
student council. 

This year people were able to sit 
together and chat, still outside, but 
closer to the type of breakfast host-
ed before the virus hit. 

“It’s been a tradition for a long 
time,” said Sara Statham, Green-
ville High School’s secretary. “It’s 
nice for the students to recognize 
and interact with our local veterans 
and say thank you to them.” 

There was a large turnout for 
the event. Most of the pavilion was 
fi lled with local heroes and middle 
and high school students thanking 
the veterans for their service. 

The American Legion asked 
Brody Shaver, 11, to sing the na-
tional anthem as they saluted the 
fl ag. 

Among the veterans present 
who attended past years’ breakfasts 
were Jack Kelly, U.S. Army, and 
Navy veterans Don Savino and Jim 
Goode, Jr. All three have attended 
the breakfast for many years. The 
veterans had the chance to share 
some of their experiences with stu-
dents during the breakfast. 

Savino, who served during the 
Vietnam era on the nuclear subma-
rine USS Skipjack, told students he 
had graduated high school and was 
not really doing much. 

“My father and brother both 
served, and I joined to fi nd a direc-
tion in life,” Savino said.

Jack Kelly worked in Washing-
ton, D.C. for the Army Map Ser-
vice from 1963 to 1965. 

“Most of my time, I was work-
ing on creating a map for the moon 
because the astronauts had not been 
there yet,” Kelly said. 

One fi rst-time veteran attendee, 
Lawrence Gardiner, attended with 
his granddaughter, Molly Gardin-
er, a freshman at Greenville High 
School. They both enjoyed their 
breakfast together even in the cold 

weather. He told students about his 
four years of Air Force service in 
Texas and Massachusetts. 

Veterans have turned year after 
year for this tradition that is both 
meaningful to students and veter-
ans, as Don Savino put it. 

“I attend the breakfast because 
it means a lot to me when young 
people understand and show re-
spect to veterans who have served 
our country,” he said. “The students 
welcomed us and gave us patriot-
ic placements that they had made. 
I look forward to attending their 
breakfast every year.”

Jaden Burke, vice president of 
the student council, was enthusi-
astic about the chance to thank the 
veterans and serve them breakfast. 

“It means a lot because I know a 

lot of times, they don’t get enough 
recognition as they should,” she 
said, “It makes them feel super spe-
cial. I love to mingle with them.”

The feeling is mutual. Goode 
looks forward to the event each 
year, and while he enjoys the food 
and décor, the interaction with stu-
dents is the most fulfi lling part of 
the event for him. 

“As a veteran, for our youth 
to take the time and want to know 
more about us and our country is 
a blessing,” he said. The students’ 
impact on us goes deeper than 
we can explain. We are lucky and 
grateful to be acknowledged by our 
youth.” 

Army veteran and former 

American Legion 291 Post Com-
mander Skip Spinner echoed sim-
ilar sentiments. 

“Each year I look forward to 
attending the veterans’ breakfast 
at the school,” he said. “I most 
enjoy and appreciate the students 
acknowledging our service. I must 
commend the Greenville Central 
School, its faculty, and especial-
ly the students for all they do for 
the veterans of our community. It 
is so great to see how respectful 
these students are and how much 
they make us feel welcomed. The 
school and the community should 
be proud of their students.”

Students salute veterans for their service

ADLER KARLE/FOR CAPITAL REGION INDEPENDENT MEDIA    
Air Force veteran Lawrence Gardiner with granddaughter Molly Gardiner, a 
freshman at Greenville High School.

ADLER KARLE/FOR CAPITAL REGION INDEPENDENT MEDIA    
Marine Corps veteran Alex Hamilton, left, enjoys breakfast with Army veteran 
Don Hamilton.

ADLER KARLE/FOR CAPITAL REGION INDEPENDENT MEDIA 
Greenville High School 9th grader Olivia Hughes with Army veteran Michael 
Hull.

ADLER KARLE/FOR CAPITAL REGION INDEPENDENT MEDIA     
Army veteran Jack Kelly talks with a student at the Greenville High School 
veterans breakfast on Nov. 10.

HAINES FALLS – State Sen. 
Michelle Hinchey, D-46, recently 
presented a New York State Senate 
Commendation Award to Barbara 
and Gary Slutzky for their lega-
cy of service to Greene County’s 
Mountain Top communities. 

Barbara, a former English 
teacher for the Hunter-Tannersville 
Central School District, and Gary, a 
long-serving member of the Hunt-
er Fire Company, have contributed 
their time, expertise and leadership 
to countless projects and organiza-
tions throughout the years, includ-
ing the Mountain Top Historical 
Society, Hunter Civic Association, 
Greene Room Players performing 
arts theatre, Rip Van Winkle Lions 
Club, and the Hunter Foundation, 
Hinchey said. 

“Husband and wife duo Gary 
and Barbara Slutzky have been 
a powerful force for good on the 
Mountain Top for decades. Their 
leadership to mold the next gener-
ation, preserve the rich history of 
the Catskills region, and bring arts, 
culture, and recreation to our rural 
communities goes unparalleled,” 
Hinchey said. “The epitome of 
hometown pride, the Slutzkys have 
had a hand in so many incredible 
acts of community service, and I 
was proud to present them with a 
Senate Commendation Award for 
their tireless work. It was deeply 
moving to see how many people 
came out to celebrate the occasion, 
which was a clear testament to the 
positive impact their leadership has 
had on the community at-large. 

I’m proud to call both Barbara and 
Gary friends.”

Over 70 community mem-
bers gathered at the Mountain Top 
Historical Society in Haines Falls 
on Oct. 19, to celebrate the award 
delivery, including President/Exec-
utive Director of the Greene Coun-
ty Chamber of Commerce Jeff 
Friedman, Hunter Fire Company 
President Gary Goodrich, Greene 
County Democratic Committee 
Chairwoman Carolyn Riggs, Hunt-
er Foundation Executive Director 
Sean Mahoney, Town of Lexington 
Supervisor JoEllen Schermerhorn, 
Tannersville Mayor Lee McGunni-
gle, and Linda Nicholls, director of 
Greene Room Players.

Slutzkys win state award for 
Outstanding Community Service

CONTRIBUTED PHOTO    
Gary Slutzky, state Sen. Michelle Hinchey and Barbara Slutzky at the award 
ceremony.

CONTRIBUTED PHOTO    
State Sen. Michelle Hinchey, D-46, and community members gather at the Mountain Top Historical Society in Haines 
Falls for the Senate Commendation award presentation.

Open sunrise to sunset daily until Dec. 25
849 CR 408 WESTERLO

Cooper’s 
         Trees

Fresh Cut or Cut Your Own

$25
518-797-3094
518-598-7322

“Everyone is entitled to his own opinion, but not to his own facts.”

#SupportRealNews
- Daniel Patrick Moynihan
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Let Us Look Into Your Hearing

LIMITED TIME OFFER
Receive up to 

  50% 
OFF

Expires 12/31/19.

*This information is intended for the sole purpose of fitting or selecting a 
hearing aid and is not a medical examination or audiological evaluation.

11573 NY-32, Suite 4A • Greenville, NY 12083

518-662-0707

™

www.hearinghealthusa.com

• Free Hearing Screenings 
• Free Demonstrations

 • Free Clean & Checks  
• Latest Hearing Technology

• Tinnitus Relief  
• 0% Financing Available

on a new pair of
digital hearing aids! 

THE
ORIGINAL

5828 ST RT 32 • WESTERLO, NY 12193

CATERING 
FOR ALL 

OCASIONS!
Check us out on FB
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www.silvercreekdeli.com

HAND-TOSSED BRICK OVEN PIZZA

FEATURING...
• Homemade 
    Fresh Sausage
• Handmade 
    ‘in house’ Mozzarella
• Boar’s Head Cold Cuts
• Cold Heros  
• Hot Heros  • Fish Fry
• Daily Specials  • Imported Cheeses

New York State Department of 
Environmental Conservation Com-
missioner Basil Seggos recently 
recognized “New York Recycles 
Day,” celebrating the state’s lead-
ership in promoting recycling and 
reducing waste. 

New York’s efforts complement 
America Recycles Day, a national 
initiative to raise awareness of the 
economic, environmental and so-
cial benefi ts of recycling.

“New York continues to lead 
the nation in developing for-
ward-thinking recycling strategies, 
programs, and policies focused on 
reducing solid waste and protect-
ing the environment,” Seggos said. 
“As recycling markets continue to 
fl uctuate globally, DEC remains fo-
cused on streamlining the recycling 
process and helping communities 
reach recycling goals. On New 
York Recycles Day, I encourage all 
New Yorkers to commit to the core 
conservation principles of reduce, 
re-use, and recycle.”

New York Recycles Day was 
Nov. 15.

Across the state, individuals, 
community groups, businesses, 
schools and government agencies 
celebrate New York Recycles Day 
in a variety of ways, from encour-
aging others to reduce their waste 
by pledging to start an offi ce or 
school recycling program, partic-

ipating in the New York Recycles 
poster contest, hosting a reuse ex-
change, and improving awareness 
of local recycling requirements. 
These combined efforts help edu-
cate and inform New Yorkers about 
the advantages of recycling. Addi-
tional information about America 
Recycles Day events is available at 
the Keep America Beautiful Amer-
ica Recycles Day website.

New York state has a long his-
tory of implementing some of the 
nation’s strongest recycling initia-
tives, including the Solid Waste 
Management Act of 1988, which 
requires the separation of recy-
clable or reusable materials from 
solid waste and has inspired local 
source-separation programs across 
the state that have captured and di-
verted millions of tons of recyclable 
materials from disposal resulting in 
the reduction of CO2 emissions, 
energy usage, and the use of natural 
resources.

Over the last three decades, New 
York state has invested millions in 
recycling grants through the state’s 
Environmental Protection Fund to 
support municipal waste reduction 
and recycling programs with re-
cycling infrastructure, equipment, 
collection vehicles, local education 
and outreach programs, and munic-
ipal recycling coordinator salaries. 

Targeted funding and focus 

over the last several years include 
food recovery, food waste collec-
tion and organics recycling, as well 
as electronic waste recycling. Oth-
er programs designed to encour-
age waste diversion in New York 
include stewardship programs like 
the electronic waste reuse and recy-
cling act, the rechargeable battery 
recycling law, mercury thermostat 
collection act, and the drug take-
back law, as well as the lead-acid 
battery recycling law and the bottle 
bill.

In 2020, New York adopted the 
nation’s strongest statewide ban of 
expanded polystyrene, single-use 
foam food and beverage contain-
ers, and polystyrene loose fi ll pack-
aging materials, commonly known 
as packing peanuts. The ban will 
become effective Jan. 1.

Foam packaging is one of the 
top contributors of environmental 
litter, causing negative impacts to 
wildlife, waterways, and other nat-
ural resources, as well as littering 
our communities and natural areas. 
It is lightweight, breaks apart easi-
ly, and does not readily biodegrade. 

When polystyrene foam ends 
up as litter in the environment, it 
can persist for a long time and may 
also become microplastic pollu-
tion. In addition, foam containers 
and loose fi ll packaging, such as 
packing peanuts, are not accept-

ed in most recycling programs in 
New York State because the foam 
is diffi cult to recycle and has a low 
value. Proposed Part 353 Expanded 
Polystyrene Foam Container and 
Loose Fill Packaging Reduction 
regulations to implement the pro-
visions of the ban are available for 
public comment until Nov. 22.

To help achieve the state’s 
waste reduction goals and keep 
land and waterways clean, the New 
York State Bag Reduction Act took 
effect March 1, 2020. This act pro-
hibits the distribution of plastic car-
ryout bags by retailers in New York 
state and is signifi cantly reducing 
plastic bag waste, DEC offi cials 
said.

To decrease contamination in 
recyclables processed through sin-
gle-stream facilities and increase 
the marketability of those recy-
clables, DEC encourages all New 
Yorkers to “recycle right.” Each 
community has specifi c recycling 
rules and all New Yorkers should 
check with their municipality or 
waste hauler on the types of paper, 
metal, plastic, and glass items that 
can be recycled. Recyclables have 
the best marketing value when 
they are clean and dry before being 
placed in the collection bin.
TIPS TO RECYCLE RIGHT

• Keep recyclable items loose in 

the bin; do not use plastic bags (un-
less required by your municipality 
or waste hauler);

• Do not recycle single-use cups 
and plates, condiment packages, 
coffee pods, stirrers, straws, paper 
napkins, plastic cutlery;

• Return rechargeable batteries 
to retail recycling locations;

• Compost at home or send yard 
trimmings and food scraps to a lo-
cal or municipal composting pro-
gram;

• Donate dishware, mirrors, 
glassware and ceramics if in good 
condition;

• Donate textiles, even if they 
are no longer wearable or useable. 
As long as they are clean, they can 
be recycled;

• Do not put any type of rope, 
hose, or twine into your recycling 
bin; and,

• Return needles to appropriate 
collection locations. Visit DEC’s 
Household Sharps webpage for 
more information.

DEC urges the public to “keep 
it out when in doubt,” as contami-
nation in the recycling supply chain 
reduces the quality of recyclable 
materials. 

For more information contact 
your local recycling coordinator or 
visit the DEC website for informa-
tion and resources on the “Recycle 
Right NY” campaign.

Annual New York Recycles Day raises awareness 

From labor and product shortages to 
higher prices and shipping delays, this year’s 
holiday shopping season has the potential to 
be more stressful — and costly — than usual 
for consumers.

“Despite the uncertainty and added stress 
brought on by supply-chain and other pan-
demic-induced challenges, no doubt many 
people will get caught up in the spending 
spirit this holiday season,” said Michael 
Sullivan, a personal fi nancial consultant 
with Take Charge America, a nonprofi t cred-
it counseling agency. “But overextending 
yourself doesn’t help you, your family or 
friends. Smart budgeting and some shopping 
tricks can get you into the spirit without a fi -
nancial hangover.”

Sullivan shares six tips to ensure you 
don’t overspend this holiday season: 

• Stick to a budget: Before you start 
shopping, set your holiday budget, including 
spending ceilings for everyone on your nice 
list. Keep your budget realistic and aligned 
with what you can afford. Stick to the plan 
by avoiding unnecessary extras or acces-
sories that can add up and easily bust your 
budget.

• Buy last year’s model: From TVs to 
mobile phones, manufacturers introduce 
new models every year. But for most people, 
the latest and greatest features don’t justify 

the extra cost. Gift last year’s model to save 
on devices and gadgets.

• Look for online coupons: When shop-
ping online, take some time to search for 
promo codes on sites like Groupon, Retail-
MeNot and Honey. Many services also of-
fer browser plugins that automatically de-
tect discounts as you shop at various online 
stores.

• Use price comparison tools: When 
shopping online, use price comparison tools 
like Google Shopping, BizRate or NexTag. 
Some sites even allow you to set up alerts for 
when items hit a certain price. If shopping 
in-store, download apps like ShopSavvy or 
RedLaser that let you scan product barcodes 
to check prices on items at other retailers.

• Ask about price matching: Many stores 
will match competitor prices to keep from 
losing a sale. You just need to ask. Generally, 
you must provide proof of the lower price, 
usually in a newspaper fl ier or online deal.

• Consider non-traditional gifts: Rath-
er than spending money on a gift, consider 
offering your time or talent. Perhaps you’re 
crafty, love babysitting or would extend 
some manual labor.

For additional resources on how to save 
during the holidays and throughout the year, 
explore Take Charge America’s Budget Tools 
at takechargeamerica.org/budget-tools/

Tips to avoid a 
busted budget this 

holiday season

2480 US Route 9W, Faith Plaza, Ravena
518-756-9091 • www.HopeFullLifeCenter.org

Helping Harvest
Grocery store for 
families in need!

SNAP, Credit and 
Debit Cards Now Accepted!

OPEN: MON, TUES, 
THURS, SAT 10-2 • WED, FRI 2-6
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One of the things I liked most about my 
former job as a Cooperative Extension agent 
in Greene County was the process of figuring 
out what was causing problems with garden 
plants, lawns, trees or shrubs. It is sort of like 
detective work without a cloak or dagger.

I used what I learned about this topic 
in public health as well, when we contract-
ed with the New York State Department of 
Health to conduct educational programs to 
combat Lyme disease. This week I will share 
some principles of disease and infection I 
learned, which are pretty relevant in these 
days of the COVID-19 pandemic.

In order to contract a disease, whether 
it is a plant or animal disease, three factors 
must occur simultaneously. If any of these 
three factors are not present, there can be no 
disease. First, before I discuss these specific 
factors, I need to talk about the things that 
cause disease.

In general, disease-causing organisms 
are fungi, bacteria or viruses. All may cause 
diseases with similar symptoms, but all are 
different in their mode of action or how they 
infect.

It seems to me that most plant diseases 
are caused by fungi. Fungi are organisms that 
generally require water to become infectious. 

Lacking chlorophyll, they need to get their 
“food” from other sources than sunlight by 
breaking down and absorbing organic matter. 
Sometimes in the process of feeding on plant 
material, they kill or damage their host. This 
distinguished pathogens from saprophytes.

Once a plant is infected with a fungal 
disease, it is generally difficult to “cure” the 
infection. The general strategy is to try to 
prevent the infection in the first place or keep 
it from spreading. Fungi are living organisms 
that can survive for a long time, either active-
ly causing infection, or in a dormant state that 
may last for 100 years or more. This longev-
ity allows them to re-occur when conditions 
are right. Some fungal diseases are ubiqui-
tous and must be dealt with every season.

Twenty years ago, almost all the garden 
seeds that were sold were treated with a 
pink-colored fungicide called “Captan.” This 
fungicide protected tender seedlings from 
getting “damping off,” which is a general 
term for similar diseases caused by several 
genera of fungi. The infected seedlings grow 
spindly and eventually keel over and die with 
a conspicuous shriveling or narrowing of the 
stem at soil level. It is highly contagious and 
usually fatal once contracted.

It is virtually impossible to cure a flat 

of seedlings once the disease occurs, so the 
emphasis is on prevention. In addition to pre-
ventive chemical fungicides there are cultur-
al practices than can also be utilized, much to 
the satisfaction of gardeners who don’t want 
to use chemical fungicides.

Another major cause of disease in plants 
and animals are bacteria. Bacteria are also 
living organisms that can exhibit long-term 
dormancy. Like fungi, they can damage their 
hosts by “feeding” on the tissue of the host 
and using the host’s cells to grow and multi-
ply. Of course, not all bacteria are pathogenic 
and neither are all fungi.

Our bodies contain millions of foreign 
bacteria and fungi that do us no harm what-
soever. In fact, many of these organisms are 
responsible for keeping us healthy. Bacteria, 
like fungi, usually require water to become 
infectious.

One of the most common bacterial dis-
ease of pears and apples is called “fireblight.” 
This disease most often occurs when rain or 
hail hits flower blossoms. Splashing water 
spreads the disease. Most, but not all, fun-
gicides are ineffective in treating bacterial 
disease. Commercial fruit growers often use 
antibiotics, such as streptomycin, to try to kill 
bacteria.

A third major infectious agent is viruses. 
Viruses, like the COVID-19 virus, are very 
different than bacteria or fungi in the sense 
that they are not living organisms, per se. 
They can only survive and reproduce inside 
living cells. They have a very short life ex-
pectancy, unlike bacteria or fungi, and they 
don’t necessarily need water to infect. Think 
of them as renegade hunks of DNA or RNA 
that get into the genes of plants or animals, 
and direct the cells to make more viruses. 
They are also very tiny compared to fungi 
and bacteria.

Viral infections in plants are far less com-
mon than bacterial or fungal infections be-
cause they generally cannot get inside a plant 
without help from another living organism. 
Leafhopper insects and aphids are usually 
involved in viral infections in plants. These 
insects inject the virus into the plant physi-
cally with their mouthparts and once inside 
the plant they can replicate.

Since all three of these types of patho-
gens cause disease in somewhat different 
manners, dealing with them requires differ-
ent strategies, but the principles of infection 
remain essentially the same. This is where I 
will pick up the story next week.

Reach Bob Beyfuss at rlb14@cornell.edu

Plant diseases
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*Must place window order 
by October 30th, 2019! 

Invest in your 
home's energy 
efficiency this fall 
and save at GNH! 
For a limited time 
only, 2200 Series 
Smarter Windows
Double Hung 
Replacements are
ONLY $169.OO! 

Visit GNH to 
learn more.

Greenville · Windham · Latham
www.GNHlumber.com
0% financing to credit qualified

Invest in Energy Efficient Double 
Hung Windows This Fall and SAVE!

Open 7 days a week from 10am-5pm
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Follow us
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Sweet Cider and Our Own Cider Donuts!
16 Varieties of Apples Still on the Stand!

Pies on the Weekends!
       Squash, Vegetables, 

Local Maple Syrup & Honey, 
Jams & Jellies.

ORDER YOUR
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BY NOV. 24th

We Now Carry Local Grass Fed Beef!

On the 
stand:

Qualifi ed households may now 
apply for Home Energy Assistance 
Pro¬gram (HEAP) grants, a feder-
ally funded program that provides 
both reg¬ular and emergency fi -
nancial assistance to help pay heat-
ing and utility bills. 

The grants are available 
through local Department of So-
cial Services (DSS) offi ces and 
Offi ces for the Aging. Customers 
of Central Hudson Gas & Electric 
Corp. who receive a HEAP bene-
fi t toward their ac¬count will also 
be issued a monthly credit on their 
bill for a max¬imum of 12 months 
based on service type and amount 
of HEAP benefi t.

“We’re pleased to offer addi-
tional assistance to families who 
may be struggling and depend on 
HEAP benefi ts, and encourage all 
eligible households to apply,” said 
Anthony Campagiorni, Vice Pres-
ident of Customer Services and 
Regulatory Affairs.

Campagiorni explained that 
qualifi ed families using electric-
ity or natural gas as their primary 
heating source may receive a reg-
ular HEAP benefi t $350 or more, 
depending on family income and 
size guidelines, applied toward 
their Central Hudson account. 

“In addition to these grants, eli-
gible customers will also receive a 
credit on their utility bills that pro-
vide further assistance in lowering 
their energy costs,” said Campa-
giorni. 

The bill credit is based on the 
type of heating source and income 
level. 

He added that qualifi ed house-
holds receiving a HEAP benefi t for 
non-utility heating fuels such as 
oil, propane, wood/wood pellets, 
kero¬sene, coal or corn are also el-
igible for a monthly credit on their 
electric or non-heating gas bill. 

“We’re happy to provide bill 
discounts to customers who heat 
with these fuels, as well,” said 
Campagiorni. 

Customers should email their 
HEAP Notice of Decision Letter to 
Central Hudson at CareUnit@cen-
hud.com to be enrolled and receive 
the bill credit.

Regular HEAP grants for the 
fall and upcoming winter are avail-
able between now and Mar. 16, 
2020, or until funding is exhaust-
ed. Emergency HEAP grants will 
be available between Jan. 2 and 
Mar. 16, 2020. These benefi ts are 
designed to meet an eligible house-
hold’s immediate energy needs.

An additional benefi t, the 
Heating Equipment Repair or Re-
placement (HERR) program, is 
available to assist income quali-
fi ed homeowners in repairing or 
replacing their primary heating 
equipment when the systems are 
inoper¬able or unsafe. Appli-
cations for HERR are accepted 
through Sept. 30, 2020, or until the 
funding is ex¬hausted.

To apply for HEAP and HERR 
benefi ts, customers may contact 
their local DSS offi ce, call (800) 
342-3009, or visit www.mybene-
fi ts.ny.gov. In¬dividuals who are 
60 and older and do not receive 
Supplemental Nutrition Assistance 
Program (SNAP) benefi ts may 
contact their local Offi ce for the 
Aging to learn of the eligibil¬ity 
requirements by calling 800-342-
9871 or by visiting www.aging.
ny.gov.

For more information on 
HEAP eligibility requirements 
and benefi ts, visit www.Central-
Hudson.com/HEAP or http://otda.
ny.gov/programs/heap/program.
asp; and for more on all of Central 
Hudson’s assistance and billing 
programs, visit www.CentralHud-
son.com, and click on “My Ac-
count.” 

Home heating assistance 
grants now available

HUDSON — Medical and community leaders joined in Hudson 
recently to unveil state-of-the-art 3D breast biopsy technology that 
offi cials at Columbia Memorial Health say will signifi cantly improve 
the diagnosis, treatment and outcomes for breast cancer patients 
Greene and Columbia counties. 

The stereotactic 3D biopsy system, known as Affi rm, will pro-
vide more precise targeting of tissue abnormalities identifi ed through 
CMH’s 3D mammography capabilities, yielding earlier and more 
accurate detection of breast cancer. The technology was acquired 
through the generosity of community members who contributed to 
the Columbia Memorial Health Foundation.

“This life-saving 3D biopsy technology, paired with our 3D mam-
mography service, provides our patients with the most advanced diag-
nostic care available in locations that are comfortable, convenient and 
close to home,” said CMH President and CEO Jay P. Cahalan.

In addition to offering 3D mammography and 3D biopsy services, 
CMH has signifi cantly augmented its radiology and pathology exper-
tise through its affi liation with Albany Medical Center. The Albany 
Med and CMH radiology and pathology services are now fully inte-
grated, which means that mammograms, and all imaging and diagnos-
tic studies, are interpreted by the region’s leading experts.

 “Each year in the U.S. more than 268,000 women are diagnosed 
with breast cancer,” said Tariq Gill, M.D., chief of Radiology at CHM. 
“This technology, now available right here in our community, is a tre-
mendous step forward in our ability to detect and diagnose early stage 
breast cancer, signifi cantly improving the likelihood of successful 
treatment.” 

Columbia Memorial Health Foundation Vice Chair Anne Scho-
maker said: “This technology is truly a gift of life made possible 
through the tremendous generosity of our donors. We are grateful be-
yond words to our supporters who continue to rally around CMH to 
ensure its essential mission can continue and expand.”

CMH unveils 
3D biopsy technology

HANNACROIX — The Hannacroix Rural Cemetery, which is lo-
cated on Route 411 in Dormansville/Westerlo, is seeking donations for 
the 2020 mowing expense for the cemetery.  

Whether you have a loved one buried there or would just like to 
give a donation, it would be greatly appreciated, organizers said. They 
also thank all who have helped in the past. 

Organizers need your help to keep the cemetery maintained. Contri-
butions can be sent to: Hannacroix Rural Cemetery, C/O Linda Smith, 
Treasurer, 115 State Route 143, Westerlo, New York 12193.

Hannacroix Rural 
Cemetery seeks 2020 

mowing donations
By Bob Beyfuss
For Capital Region Independent Media

Most of our region finally 
had a hard freeze recently, put-
ting an end to a gardening sea-
son that lasted much longer than 
“normal.”

October 2021 was one of the 
wettest, as well as one of the 
warmest on record. As annoying 
as the rainy weather has been all 
summer long, it has been bene-
ficial for our forests. 

Prolonged droughts, such as 
we have experienced in the past 
few decades, contribute to long-
term declines in forest health 
that are hard to erase. Tree spe-
cies such as Eastern hemlock, 
which have been devastated by 
the hemlock wooly adelgid, can 
tolerate much more insect pres-
sure provided they have ade-
quate moisture. 

It is true that increased rain 
leads to increased fungal dis-
eases, particularly leaf-spot 
diseases, but these diseases are 
far less serious to the long-term 
health of the tree than drought. 
If your landscape trees or shrubs 
suffered from leaf-spot diseases 

this past season, make sure you 
rake up and dispose of fall-
en leaves this fall, since these 
leaves will serve as sources of 
infection next spring.

In order for any disease to 
occur, three things must happen 
simultaneously. First, there must 
be the presence of the pathogen 
in sufficient amounts to cause 
infection. Most fungal infec-
tions are spread by spores that 
overwinter in the fallen leaves. 
This will be the case with the 
fallen leaves next spring serving 
as inoculum.

Next, environmental condi-
tions, such as moisture and tem-
perature, must be favorable for 
the spores to germinate.

Finally, the host tree or shrub 
must be at a susceptible stage. 
Most leaf infections occur be-
fore the leaf forms its protec-
tive, waxy cuticle, so by the 
time you see symptoms, it is too 
late to do anything.

I think we can count on the 
latter two conditions occurring, 
so the only thing you can affect 
is to remove the fallen leaves 
and reduce the level of infec-
tious spores.

It is important to get rid of 
leaves in general that may be 
blanketing your lawn right now. 
It only takes about six weeks 
for lawn grasses to die if they 
are fully covered with leaves, 
as long as the grass is not fully 
dormant. They don’t suffocate 
so much as perish from lack of 
sunlight. 

You can rake up the leaves 
and dispose of them for curbside 
pickup, but I see this as a waste 
of a valuable resource, putting 
organic matter in a landfill that 
can be utilized elsewhere on 
your property. The best solu-
tion is to compost the leaves in 
a compost pile or bin, and then 
use the compost in your gardens 
next year.

Maple leaves, especially 
sugar maple leaves, compost 
quickly, but oak leaves often 
mat down and can ruin a com-
post pile if they are not either 
shredded or mixed with a coars-
er organic substance. Maple 
leaves by themselves make an 
excellent mulch for asparagus 
beds after the fern-like tops are 
removed. Wait until the aspar-
agus fern turns yellow before 

cutting them down to ground 
level and then you can cover the 
bed with up to 6 inches or even 
more with maple leaves.

You can use maple leaves as 
mulch in perennial beds as well 
once the perennial plant tops 
have been cut back.

Simply mowing the leaves 
on your lawn where they fall 
will allow their nutrient value 
to feed the trees. Even if the 
grass does not need to be cut, 
shredding the leaves by mowing 
is perhaps the best way to not 
waste this source of nutrients 
aside from a compost pile.

Make sure you dig up your 
summer bulbs such as canna, 
tuberous begonia, gladiolas and 
dahlias before the ground freez-
es. Store the bulbs, tubers or 
corms in the basement in paper 
bags filled with dry peat moss 
for the winter.

It is not too late to plant 
spring flowering bulbs in a loca-
tion that is clearly visible from 
your house windows. Only daf-
fodils, alliums and crown impe-
rial are pretty much immune to 
deer predation, whereas tulips 
are consumed like candy where 

deer are abundant.
Spray rhododendrons and 

other broad-leafed shrubs with 
an antidessicant right now to 
prevent winter burn. Make sure 
you coat the underside of the 
leaves with the spray, since that 
is where the stomates are locat-
ed. Be prepared to spray again 
in December on a warm day and 
perhaps once again in February.

Erect wooden cages to pro-
tect shrubs that deer eat or wrap 
the bushes with burlap. Don’t 
wrap them with plastic “burlap” 
since this material does not al-
low air exchange. 

Deer populations are down 
significantly this fall, with the 
onset of EHD disease in the 
Hudson Valley. This viral dis-
ease has killed hundreds of deer 
this past summer and fall, much 
to the dismay of deer hunters. 
When the population of any 
wild animal exceeds the carry-
ing capacity of the environment, 
nature often steps in to remedy 
the issue.

Reach Bob Beyfuss at 
rlb14@cornell.edu.

Getting gardens ready for winter

By Dick Brooks
For Capital Region Independent Media

To look at me, you’d never 
guess I had any problems. If you 
passed me on the street, you might 
say to yourself, “What a strikingly 
handsome, chubby old bald guy!” 
and never know I was challenged.

I shouldn’t have this problem. 
I used to be a good athlete with 
good coordination. Sure, the ballet 
lessons never took, but that’s an-
other story.

I’m still not doing too badly 
— I can eat by myself and seldom 
stick the fork into my forehead, 
and handle most of life’s foibles 
with a smile until I run into one of 
the few things that I will readily 
admit give me problems.

I have decided that I am “peel-
and-stick” challenged.

It was never a big problem, but 
the number of things that need to 
be peeled and stuck is growing by 
leaps and bounds. 

I started paying closer atten-
tion to this developing problem 
the other day when I went to a 
doctor’s office in a large hospital. 
I asked the receptionist to vali-
date my parking ticket. She used 
to whip out a stamp and give the 
ticket a thump and I was set to go. 
This time, she handed me a stick-
er. A peel-and-stick kind of stick-
er. She told me to just peel off the 
back and stick it onto the ticket. 

I tried — I picked and picked 
at the nearest corner. It shredded 
a little, but not enough for me to 
grab onto anything large enough to 
pull on. I went to the next corner 
and so on and so on and so on.

I have no fingernails. I fre-
quently have my hands in stuff 
that I don’t want under my nails, 
so I keep them cut short. I will also 
confess to having been a nail biter 
and keeping my nails short keeps 
me from chewing on them during 
times of stress, like scary movies 

and forgotten anniversaries.
I finally stuck the sticker be-

tween my teeth and bit some of 
the backing off. I grabbed the 
chunk of backing that was stick-
ing up and triumphantly peeled 
off the back. I now had a sticker 
clinging to my finger that I tried to 
stick straight onto the back of the 
ticket. It went on crooked. I think 
it’s static electricity or something, 
but every time I try to put one of 
these darned things on straight, 
it jumps off my finger and grabs 
onto whatever I’m trying to put 
it on. It always winds up crooked 
and wrinkled.

Peel-and-sticks are appearing 
everywhere. Have you tried put-
ting one of the vehicle registration 
stickers on yet? You only have to 
peel part of it, then trying to get 
it onto a curved windshield down 
near the bottom where your hand 
won’t fit anyway is next to impos-
sible.

The stamps at the post office 
— all peel-and-stick. I miss the old 
ones. I liked the taste of the glue 
they used to use. I admit it was an 
acquired taste but pleasant, kind of 
a cross between peppermint candy 
and Palmolive soap. 

The only problem I had with 
the old lick-type stamps was 
around Christmas when I walked 
around for a couple of days after 
card-writing time with my tongue 
stuck to the roof of my mouth. 
Being peel-and-stick challenged, 
it takes me longer now to get the 
stamps on the cards than it does to 
write them. If you get a Christmas 
card with a wrinkled and crooked 
stamp on it, it may be from me.

I believe one should face 
one’s handicaps head on. Being 
of a creative mind, I went out to 
my shop to solve this problem for 
both me and the good of all man-
kind. I found an old rubber finger, 
the kind folks used to use to count 

money. Not having enough cash to 
warrant owning such an object, I 
decided to put it to better use.

I stuck a common pin through 
the end of it, giving me a use-
ful tool to pick at the backing of 
the peel-and-sticks. I was excited 
because it worked well! Then I 
dropped it into my pocket and dis-
covered a design flaw when I next 
bent over. After discreetly pulling 
the pin out of my thigh, I discarded 
by new invention. 

I think I’m going to try one 
of those stick-on fingernails next. 
Maybe something in a soft pink.

Thought for the day — “If you 
had to identify, in one word, the 
reason why the human race has not 
achieved, and will never achieve, 
its full potential, that word would 
be ‘meetings.’” — Dave Barry

Reach Dick Brooks at Whit-
tle12124@yahoo.com.

Peel-and-stick not for the faint of heart
WHITTLING AWAY by Dick Brooks

Transcribed from her diary by  
Kathy Saurer Osborne

Sunday, Dec. 3:  Fair. Went to 
Church Gertrude Adrienne Gene 
& I. P.M. took a ride to Manork-
ill & Conesville. The water nearly 
wrecked things over there. Chuck 
came early & visited. Lite Philip & 
JoAnn here a few minutes on their 
way for Mrs Stewart at Oneonta. 
HB,CT

Monday, Dec. 4:  Rain. All day. 
Creek very high. Didn’t do much 
some odd jobs etc. Philip & Lite 
came from Cobleskill & had a bite 
to eat & visited a while. 

Tuesday, Dec. 5:  A fine day. A 
light snow. Hung out the clothes, 
they dried & we ironed most of 

them. Mended some too. Made 
cake. Did other odd jobs. Gene 
Addie & I are going to Albany to-
morrow, I think. Gertrude has been 
asked up to Aunt Theresa’s.

Wednesday, Dec. 6:  Fair. Ger-
trude went to Aunt Theresa’s & 
Gene Addie & I to Albany. Got 
a new parlor suit & most of my 
Christmas shopping done. Joyce 
helped me pick out the parlor suit. 
Am very tired tonight. Adele Adri-
enne & Don were invited to Lewis’ 
for tea. 

Thursday, Dec. 7:  Grey day. All 
day. Cleaned bedrooms & finished 
ironing. Crocheted etc. Adrienne is 
sitting with Albert Bates this eve-
ning.

Friday, Dec. 8:  Rain most of the 
day. Cleaned 2 bedrooms 2 living-
rooms, dusted, cleaned hall closet 
& mopped the kitchen floor. Girls 
at BB game. Chuck brought Joyce, 
they’re gone out somewhere. Ger-
trude at Beulah’s today.

Saturday, Dec. 9:  Cloudy & 
cold. Did every day work. P.M. 
went to Delite’s a little while. Adri-
enne Joyce & I. Got chickens for 
Sunday dinner etc. Chuck & Joyce 
out. Addie & I went to the Card Par-
ty at Borthinick’s Rensselaerville.

Sunday, Dec. 10:  Fair. Did 
nothing all day. Lazy! Didn’t go to 
Church. Rested etc., in P.M. went to 
Spruce Swamp with Pearl Abrams. 
Got Greens. Chuck here in the eve-

ning. He isn’t feeling so well. Stom-
ach!

Monday, Dec. 11:  Cloudy & 
cold. Light snow. Couldn’t get out 
the garage, so Joyce staid home & 
is going tomorrow A.M. Gene did 
the washing, but didn’t hang it out.

Tuesday, Dec. 12:  Fair. Took 
Joyce to Greenville. Hung out wash 
& brought it in. It dried nicely. Billy 
& Dunham came for Grace’s Dav-
enport.

Wednesday, Dec. 13:  Fair. Did 
the ironing & mending. Crocheted 
etc. Addie & I are invited to Grace 
& Raymond (Hunt’s) to play cards 
tonite. Gene at Catskill this P.M.

Thursday, Dec. 14:  Fair. 
Cleaned bedrooms etc. The parlor 

set came late, no green chair. It’s to 
be here next week. Had a nice time 
at Hunt’s. The Christmas trees by 
the Church look very pretty.

Friday, Dec. 15:  Cloudy. Snow 
tonite. Cleaned livingrooms dusted. 
Crocheted on the Freeman’s table-
cloth. Am getting a few Christmas 
cards. Had one from Mr. & Mrs. 
Herbert Miller. Chuck brought 
Joyce. They have gone to the mov-
ies.

Saturday, Dec. 16:  About 12 
inches of snow. Don finally got 
the car on the road & we went to 
Catskill. Finished our shopping. 
Didn’t do much in the P.M. Chuck 
here tonite. Gene brought me a bou-
quet of red roses. Beautiful!!	

Grandma Mackey’s Diary
1950 life in Medusa

By Toby Moore
For Capital Region Independent Media

All of us have dreams that we 
would love to accomplish during 
our life. For some people, their 
dreams are merely fantasies and 
they do nothing to bring them to 
fruition; some take small steps but 
never fully commit; and then some 
transform their dreams into reality. 

Many techniques in the posi-
tive thinking world can help you 
accomplish your goals, but let’s not 
pretend that hard work and sacrifice 
won’t be required. If you’re going 
to achieve a big goal, hard work and 
sacrifice will become a daily activ-
ity. 

I believe in the power of posi-
tive thinking and if you’re optimis-
tic, you’ll always get closer to your 

goals than if you’re pessimistic. I’ve 
also learned positivity alone will 
not bring you to the life you want; 
you’ll also need to work. You’ll 
need to put in the time, and you’ll 
need to burn the midnight oil; you’ll 
have to work harder than expected. 

When you’re moving towards 
your goals, inevitably, obstacles will 
arise. You’ll find yourself working 
many hours doing things that seem-
ingly have nothing to do with your 
goals. Still, if you approach every 
activity that crosses your path by 
doing the best you can, you’ll be-
come a person of excellence, and a 
person of excellence will eventually 
get what they want. 

One of my favorite speakers, 
Jim Rohn, said something pro-
found: “ How hard should you 
work? As hard as you can. Whatev-

er your hand finds to do, do it with 
all your might. How high does a 
tree grow? As high as it can!” 

Working as hard as you can re-
quires motivation. Finding motiva-
tion requires a goal; you’ll have to 
know where you want to go with 
a clear, detailed plan on how to ac-
complish it. 

I haven’t always accomplished 
my goals. I’ve failed a lot, but in 
doing so, I’ve found a pattern in my 
successes and failures. 

When I have a clear goal written 
on a piece of paper and hanging on 
the wall in my bedroom, I almost 
always accomplish it. 

I wake up in the morning, and 
before I walk out of my room, I 
read the goals, and I’m reminded 
of where I’m headed and how I 
will get there. Before I go to sleep, 

I read them. It’s easy to get side-
tracked, and reminding yourself of 
your goals several times a day is 
necessary. 

Norman Vincent Peale wrote his 
goals on a card and put them in his 
shirt pocket over his heart. He read 
them several times a day. 

If you have a big goal, you’ll 
need to think about it several times 
a day. Empty your mind of negativ-
ity, believe with all your heart that 
you will turn your goal into reality. 
If you do this, you’ll find the de-
sire inside of you to do whatever it 
takes. You’ll wake up early, you’ll 
stay up late, you’ll show up early, 
and you’ll be the last to leave. You’ll 
excel in every area of your life. 

What if you don’t have the time? 
So many of us think that if we 

have a full-time job, a family to take 

care of and other obligations, we 
don’t have enough time to accom-
plish our goals. 

What if you only spend one 
hour a day working toward your 
goals? It may not seem like much, 
but if you commit yourself to one 
hour a day for an entire year, you’ll 
have spent 365 hours working on 
your dream! For some of us, that 
may be all that’s required. 

Try it out. Write your goal down 
with a plan to accomplish it, read it 
several times a day, work hard even 
if it’s just for an hour a day, stay 
committed and see what happens. 
I’m betting you’ll like the results. 

Toby Moore is a columnist, the 
star of Emmy-nominated “A Sepa-
rate Peace,” and the CEO of Cube-
stream Inc.

Accomplish your goals
Positively Speaking
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TOWN LINE MOTORSPORTS
6003 Rt. 32, Westerlo, NY 12193

(518) 797-3540 | www.townlinemotorsports.com
PARTS  | SERVICE  | SALES

We service all major brand motorcycles, dirt bikes, snowmobiles, and ATVs.
Call us at (518) 797-3540 to schedule your service.

TOWN LINE AUTO
Full Service Auto Repair |  Body Shop & Collision Repair

6501 Route 32, Greenville, NY 1208
(518) 966-8003 | www.townlineauto.com

TOWN LINE SELF-STORAGE
Safe, Secure & Convenient | Storage Units | Boat & RV Parking

6501 Route 32, Greenville, NY 1208
(518) 966-8003 | www.townlineself-storage.com

WARNING: CFMOTO recreational vehicles are intended for off-road use only, and can be hazardous to operate. Read Owner’s Manual and all product labels before operating. 
Never operate on paved roads. Operators and passengers must wear a helmet, eye protection and protective clothing. Operators must be at least 16 years old with a valid driver’s 
license. Passengers, if permitted, must be at least 12 years old. Always use seat belts, cab netting and doors (if equipped). Never operate under the influence of alcohol or drugs. 
Avoid excessive speed and sharp turns, and never engage in stunt driving. Check state and local laws before operating on trails. Take a safety training course before operating. 
Contact your CFMOTO dealer for more information, call the ATV Safety Institute at 1-800-887-2887, or go to www.atvsafety.org. ©2021 Zhejiang CFMOTO Power Co., Ltd.

$6,399
MSRP 

(Plus freight & setup)

CFORCE®

600
At CFMOTO, we’ve always held ourselves to high 

standards. But the difference between us and our 
competitors is that we don’t charge you extra for them. 

When you compare features to features with the big guys, 
the only place we’re not equal is the price. Our CFORCE 600 

has a powerful 580cc EFI engine. Standard features include durable composite-over-steel racks, 
Ridevision™ LED headlights and taillights, hand guards, winch—the 
list goes on. With CFMOTO, you get more so you can get out and 
experience more together.

WE HAVE 

   HIGH STANDARDS.
WE JUST DON’T CHARGE 
                  EXTRA FOR THEM.

EXPERIENCE MORE TOGETHER

T  STROPSROTOM ENIL NWO
6  23 .tR 300

W olretse , NY 1  3912
w  moc.stropsrotomenilnwot.ww
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$6,399
MSRP 

(Plus freight & setup)

CFORCE®

600
At CFMOTO, we’ve always held ourselves to high 

standards. But the difference between us and our 
competitors is that we don’t charge you extra for them. 

When you compare features to features with the big guys, 
the only place we’re not equal is the price. Our CFORCE 600 

has a powerful 580cc EFI engine. Standard features include durable composite-over-steel racks, 
Ridevision™ LED headlights and taillights, hand guards, winch—the 
list goes on. With CFMOTO, you get more so you can get out and 
experience more together.

WE HAVE 

   HIGH STANDARDS.
WE JUST DON’T CHARGE 
                  EXTRA FOR THEM.

EXPERIENCE MORE TOGETHER

T  STROPSROTOM ENIL NWO
6  23 .tR 300

W olretse , NY 1  3912
w  moc.stropsrotomenilnwot.ww

WINDHAM — On Tuesday, 
Nov. 16, students in grades 3-6 par-
ticipated in the second WAJ Sci-
ence Club program of the school 
year. 

The WAJ Science Club, coor-
dinated by Debbie Valerio, WAJ 
teacher, and Anna McGrew, 4-H 
educator for Cornell Cooperative 
Extension of Columbia and Greene 
Counties, is an after-school oppor-
tunity for students to explore the 
natural and environmental scienc-
es. The theme this year is birds. 

This most recent program fo-

cused on a fan favorite, owls and 
the dissection of owl pellets.

Students learned about owls 
commonly found in the Northeast 
and what makes owls unique in 
the bird taxonomy. Owl pellets are 
comprised of the indigestible re-
mains of whatever animal the owl 
has eaten, such as bones and fur. 
Each student then dissected their 
own barn owl pellet and worked to 
classify any bones they found. 

The WAJ Science Club would 
not be possible without the fi -
nancial support of The Windham 

Foundation. Their support has en-
abled Cornell Cooperative Exten-
sion’s (CCE) 4-H Youth Develop-
ment Program to create hands-on 
natural resources and environmen-
tal awareness programs, offering 
these elementary age students an 
opportunity to learn about the nat-
ural world right in their backyard. 

For further information on Cor-
nell Cooperative Extension of Co-
lumbia & Greene Counties and its 
programs, please visit ccecolum-
biagree.org. 

WAJ Science Club members 
dissect owl pellets

CONTRIBUTED PHOTO    
WAJ Science Club participants dissecting owl pellets in the classroom.

CHRISTMAS TREES
WREATHS, 

GARLAND & CRAFTS

ZACH’S 
WINTERLAND 

EMPORIUM

OPENS THE DAY AFTER THANKSGIVING!
898 SR 143 RAVENA, NY 12143

518.859.0569
LIKE US ON FACEBOOK!

FACEBOOK.COM/ZACHSWINTERLANDEMPORIUM

“Everyone is entitled to his own opinion, but not to his own facts.”

#SupportRealNews
- Daniel Patrick Moynihan
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Many people, both men and 
women, kept diaries in the past. 
I have a small collection of local 
diaries and would love to have 
more because they illustrate the 
daily lives people were leading 
and what and who was import-
ant to them. Most people started 
diary keeping on January 1 of 
a given year. While they may 
not have continued recording 
until the end of the year, the di-
aries usually tell what their au-
thors were doing on New Year’s 
Day. Since this edition of “The 
Greenville Pioneer” is coming 
out on January 1, I thought I 
would share with you how some 
people spent that day in the past. 
I don’t even know the names of 
all those who kept the diaries. 
Often, they didn’t put their 
names in the books. Perhaps you 
can guess who the authors might 
have been. If you do fi nd a clue, 
please let me know.

 Helen Tripp was one of the 
daughters of Alfred and Maria 
Utter Tripp. She was born Jan-
uary 26,1853, and she lived un-
til January 27, 1917. She lived 
in the brick house on the main 
street of Oak Hill with her fam-
ily. On January 1, 1874, she 
started a diary: 

Thursday, Weather very 
pleasant. I worked around the 
house until noon. In the after-
noon sewed on my dress. Did 
not go anywhere nor was there 
any one in here till evening. Mrs. 
Eliza Flower called. Received a 
letter from Libbie Russell.

Friday, January 2: Weather 
very pleasant, thawed all day. 
I sewed on my dress nearly all 
day. Aunt Mary Utter and Jim-
mie came down this evening to 
go to the donation. [I can imag-
ine what the donation was, but 
can anyone share more informa-
tion?] Aunt Mary invited us to 
go with her. The coal fi re went 
out last night. I had to make it 
up this morning. Aunt Mary had 
a very nice time; they cleared 
$104.

Saturday, January.3: Weath-
er very pleasant; thawed all day 
again today. I had to make the 
coal fi re again today. Father, 
Mother, Hattie and Carrie [her 
two youngest sisters] went over 
to Uncle Briggs today. [Uncle 
Briggs was a Tripp and lived in 
Medusa or Westerlo]. I fi nished 
my dress, all but the buttons and 
pockets.

Sunday, January 4:  Weather 
very nice and pleasant. Went to 
Durham to church this morn-
ing. Did not get back in time 
for Sunday School. Did not go 
to church this afternoon. [The 
Tripps lived next to the Oak Hill 
Methodist Church and were al-
ways very involved there.]  Or-
ville preached. I wrote a letter 
to Libbie Russell this evening. 
Did not go to church. [It sounds 
like there were opportunities to 
spend the whole day and eve-
ning at church.]

Chauncey B Day from Al-
cove recorded on January 
1,1887: Thurs. Went to Al-
cove—got 3 gal. kerosene.

The diary of another anon-
ymous person recorded: Jan 1, 
1888 Rained all day. Hugh here 
in evening. 

A. M. Cowles recorded in 
his diary: January 1, 1898: The 
snow that fell yesterday has 
been piled in heaps last night 
and the wind is still blowing. 
I could not get home last night 
for the snow was drifted.  Mr. 
Whitehead and myself played 5 
games of dominoes this morn-
ing.  In the evening played with 
Mr. Mackey. Mr. Cook and 
brother drove them to the house 
to break out the roads.

Jan. 1, 1918:  A diary from 
the Wade family recorded: Mary 
is with us. We stay in all day. 
Big Fire in Catskill 2:20 a.m.

Mrs. Mary D. Mattice from 
Catskill wrote: Wednesday, Jan 
1,1919: We stayed home. Made 
head cheese and hockeye [a pig 
product].

For years many Oak Hill and 
Vicinity families have gone to 
Florida in the winter; the Tripps, 
the Fords, and the Wades all had 
houses in the Bradenton area. 
For these folks, the New Year 
was a time to go south. A series 
of diaries written by the Wade 
family give an idea of what the 
New York folks did in Florida:

Gainesville Fla Jan 1, 1925. 

Mr. and Mrs. Bates, Nelson and 
I ate our New Year’s dinner to-
gether outside our tents plac-
ing our tables together. (Menu:  
fricasseed chicken, sweet and 
white potatoes, cucumber pick-
les, chili sauce, creamed onions, 
green peas, sweet corn, celery, 
cranberries sauce.  Coffee Lem-
on pies.) The men washed the 
dishes for us. Mrs. Bates and 
I called on Mrs. Harder from 
Hudson on this camp.

Jan 1, 1928: Spend the day a 
home. Bates are away the week 
end. Mr. and Mrs. Lasher called 
this afternoon. We spend our 
spare time writing letters. Nel-
son goes to church.

Deland Fla:  Jan 1, 1930 A 
very lovely day. Need no fi re. 
Wash this am; take a nap this af-
ternoon. And go with the Lash-
ers to see the Glorifi ed Ameri-
can Girl.

1934:  Deland, Fla. We go out 
for dinner and go to the movies 
in afternoon. Mr. and Mrs. Kipp 
from Orange City call in the 
evening. Tooldie seems some 
better today. 80 in the shade.

Jan 1, 1935: A lovely day. 
We call on Mr. and Mrs. Vincent 
and the Hacks. Have our din-
ner at home. Spend our evening 
with Mr. and Mrs. Luke

Jan 2.  Three callers. Nice 
day. Our anniversary. Hacks for 
the evening.

Jan. 1, 1938: A lovely day. 

Had dinner at home. Junior with 
us. There was a dinner at the CC 
[country club?] Building for the 
Tourists but we did not go. The 
holidays passed off very pleas-
antly. Thunder showers later 
evening.

Jan 1, 1939:  callers this af-
ternoon.

Jan 2 this is our 56th wedding 
anniversary. Quite a change be-
tween then and now

Jan 1, 1940:  Mr. and Mrs. 
Palmer, Mrs. Lasher, Nelson 
and I had our dinner at the Tour-
ist Club Rooms. A very nice 
turkey dinner gotten on purpose 
for the club about 230 were 
there.  Price 80 cents. The busi-
ness meeting at 7:00, then an 
entertainment and refreshments 
and card playing. Mr. and Mrs. 
Howards came this afternoon. 

You can see the New York 
folks had a wide circle of 
friends, lots of activities, and 
warm weather. Some of them 
stayed a few months and then 
returned north. Others made 
Florida their permanent home. 

Another diary which has 
no name identifying its owner, 
written in an O-K Seal Theme 
Tablet is one of my favorites. It 
is titled “My Diary for 1936.”

Wed. Jan 1 --1936:  Geils, 
John and I were to Flossies & 
Harris. A beautiful day. Came 
back and stopped at Golda’s, 
they were sawing ice.

Thurs. Jan 2. John went on 
the road I did chores, washed, 
another lovely day starting to 
rain at night. Reggie Fowler 
broke his leg at Newells.

Friday, Jan 3. Johns home, it 
rained all day. John went with 
Floyd Nickerson after hay.  I 
went to Helens.

Saturday Jan 4:  Lovely 
day just like spring. Helen and 
I went to Middleburg got our 
money from Clarence, came 
back by way of Potter Hollow. 
Stopped at Ethel Bates got home 
about 4 oclock had a hay ride 
through the woods.

Sunday Jan 5: Just a perfect 
day Very icy rained last night.  
John walked to Elmers. Geil, 
K.O. and Cecile was down after 
milk.

Mary Wade, wife of Leslie 
Wade, lived in the Green Re-
vival house in Oak Hill. She 
became the Durham Town Clerk 
January 1, 1946 and record-
ed in her diary: We have Town 
Clerk’s offi ce and had the safe 
etc. moved to our house.  Wrote 
a few licenses.  Stayed home for 
New Year’s Day.

Jan. 2:  got desk ready for 
Town Papers, etc.  Had to get 
new battery for car. Pop [Leslie] 
got all the Town Clerk material 
in order for me. Not much busi-
ness yet. 

Brooks Atkinson, the dra-

ma critic for the “New York 
Times,” and Pulitzer Prize-win-
ning author who had a house in 
Durham on the Susquehanna 
Turnpike for many years, pub-
lished a book in 1951 called 
“Once Around the Sun.” It is 
presented in diary form in that 
there is an essay for every day 
of the year. 

Some essays describe local 
residents, but today I want to 
share his philosophical com-
ments on January 1, 1951. He 
was in New York City that day. 
His musings seem relevant for 
today: “New Year’s Day. The 
new year comes in with a sting. 
New York is alarmed. Rain fall-
ing at a freezing temperature 
has covered the sidewalks with 
a hard glaze. Speaking over the 
city radio the mayor personally 
warns motorists to keep off the 
icy streets. The Weather Bu-
reau forecasts a heavy snow-
storm tonight. At the moment, 
the year looks bright…. we are 
warm and we begin the new 
year triumphantly. The worst 
can happen; occasionally it 
does. Not many of us in Ameri-
ca are prepared for it, for we do 
not believe it in our bones. We 
cheerfully assume that in some 
mystic way love conquers all, 
the good outweighs evil in the 
just balances of the universe and 
that at the eleventh hour some-
thing gloriously triumphant 
will prevent the worst before 
it happens. In the austere light 
of the world’s experience our 
optimism is naïve. When wars 
and depressions strike us down, 
we are shocked, incredulous, 
and unprepared. But cautious 
calculations bore us; they have 
such a dismal appearance and 
sound. To Americans optimism 
is a more congenial attitude. It 
may be even more than that: it 
may be creative. For all that I 
know at the moment, ‘Happy 
New Year’ may be nothing less 
than prophecy as the world be-
gins one more journey around 
the sun.”

Columnist Mary Lou Nahas 
is the Town of Durham Histori-
an. She lives in Oak Hill, thus 
the name of her column. 

Greenville Auto & Truck Parts 
4979 Route 81, Greenville · 518-966-5344 

Mon-Fri 7:30-6 · Sat 8-5 · Sun 9-2 

OVERBAUGH
DUMPSTERS 

15-Yard Dumpsters Available 
Mark Overbaugh - Greenville 

518-947-9981

Spring Cleaning?? 
Want to Get Rid of Old Metal? 
All Metals Picked up FREE!! 

All appliances - Air Conditioners 
Outdoor Grills - Metal Swimming Pools 

Call Today! 
John at 518-756-3056 

Many people kept diaries in the past

The front of the “Once Around the Sun” dust jacket is typical of illustration in 1951 
when it was published. The book sold for $4.

The dress Helen Tripp wrote about in her diary would likely have been similar to those worn by the Tripp ladies in this picture. 
They prided themselves on their fashionable attire, made mostly at home. At that period of time, the local stores sold yard 
good and notions. Some ladies in town had a dressmaker come to stay for a week or so to make their new gowns.

The Tripps had a house in Bradenton, where the whole family visited.  I U was in 
fact living there when he died, but his body was returned to Oak Hill for burial in 
the Oak Hill Cemetery. They were members of the Bradenton Country Club.

Mary Wade of Oak Hill was one of the many area people who went to Florida each 
winter. Some visited; others retired there. Most people drove from the Catskills to 
Florida, and there are numerous accounts of their trips which took several days 
and possibly car repairs along the way. 

CONTRIBUTED PHOTOS
The back of the dustjacket of Brooks Atkinson’s book pictures him and tells about 
his many achievements.

The Ridge Runners of Oak Hill

By Mary Lou Nahas
For Capital Region Independent Media

In the 1960s, a group of Oak 
Hill guys started working on their 
cars in Fred Searing’s garage down 
on Oak Hill Road. Fred had started 
racing at various tracks the 1940s. 
When Lebanon Valley Speedway 
was laid out in 1953 in a cornfi eld, 
Fred raced there. It was to become a 
regular venue for the group.

Fred was extremely likeable, 
popular and pleasant. He always 
had race cars in his garage, and 
you could learn a lot by just hang-
ing around, said Stan Wetmore, 
his stepson, who still lives on Oak 
Hill Road and has his own garage, 
which is cleaner than my kitchen.  

Stanley had his fi rst race car, a 
fl athead Ford, when he was in fi fth 
grade, at the age of 12 when he was 
too young to drive. Today he and 
his brother Donnie are legends in 
the stock car world.

Besides the guys with stock 
cars, there were always two or three 
local kids with their bomber cars; it 
was like one big happy family.  

Ethel, Fred’s wife and Stanley’s 
mother, was usually there. Ethel 
drove in Powder Puff races; when 
she was 80 she still went to Leba-
non Valley. Lou, Fred’s son, was 
there. 

Not everyone who hung around 
the garage owned cars; some were 
the pit crews or just worked on 
the cars. The cars were loud and 
the minister at St. Paul’s Lutheran 
Church down the road asked the 
guys to please not fi re them up 
during his Sunday sermon.

Without even trying, the Ridge 
Runners were born. The consensus 
is that John Flach Sr. came up with 
the name.  

“He said something about us 
being out in the hills, just a bunch 
of ridge runners from Oak Hill,” 
said Stanley.   

They raced under various num-
bers and color combinations, but 
made a trademark with solid white 
cars having a distinctive style of red 
numerals on the sides.

Alan Beechert was one of the 
youngest Ridge Runners with his 
Car #11. Alan, who no longer rac-
es, has been a member of the Oak 
Hill Fire Department for 40 years 
and was the Durham Highway Su-
perintendent.

Mert “Socks” Hulbert has been 
called the “winningest” Ridge 
Runner. Mert got involved with the 
group in 1959, helping Fred out for 
a couple of years before he got his 
own cars. Mert raced all over, tak-
ing his cars to many tracks in and 
out of New York. He often raced 
three to four nights a week.  

“Most of the time I drove for 
nothing,” Mert said. “I just enjoyed 
racing and meeting a lot of people.” 

In 1980, he suffered serious in-
juries in an accident and gave up 
regular racing. Wes Moore, who 
later served as the Durham high-
way superintendent, was part of 
Mert’s crew. Mert, called a cult 
hero, got his nickname when folks 
discovered he drove in his socks. 
Mert says he had been wearing 
engineer boots but they were too 
heavy to drive in, so he took them 
off and he won.

It was usual for them to race 
against each other. One Saturday 

in 1964 at the Onteora Speedway 
they captured the fi rst four spots 
in the feature run: Stan Wetmore 
was fi rst, Mert Hulbert was second, 
Fred Searing, third and Lou Searing 
fourth. The Daily Freeman report-
ed: “Stan Wetmore was the winner 
in the 25-lap stock car feature at On-
teora Speedway, a no holds barred 
race in which several holes in the 
retaining wall furnished evidence 
of the intensity of the competition.”

When Donnie Wetmore was se-
lected for induction into the North-
east Modifi ed Hall of Fame and 
Stock Car Museum in Weedsport, 
NY, Gary Rowe wrote that growing 
up around the tracks in the Capital 
District, Wetmore has deep roots in 
Modifi ed racing. His mother, Eth-
el, served many years as a scorer 
at Lebanon Valley Speedway. His 
older brother, Stan, was a long-time 
competitor at that track.

“Around 1973 or so my brother 
gave me an opportunity to try his 
car,” Wetmore told Rowe. “As time 
went on, I kept getting better rides.”  

He landed in a former Kenne-
dy Garage car that had been raced 
with success by Hall of Fame driver 
Mert “Socks” Hulbert.   

“In 1975, I started racing at Can 
Am Speedway on Saturday nights; 
then the next night, while on the 
way home, at Weedsport. Then 
Brewerton Speedway reopened its 
doors so I added that track to my 
schedule — so I now had a full 
weekend of racing,” Wetmore re-
counted.  

For a 15-year period, until his 
last full season in 1997, Wetmore 
was the man to beat on the Outlaw 
circuit, the king of the small-blocks.

Fred Searing was infl uential 
even after he no longer raced. 

“It appears that he was a racing 
father to at least fi ve young drivers, 
some of whom became extremely 
successful in the sport. Just being 
known as a popular and pleasant 
fi gure in a sport which had many 
guys who were not, is a great tribute 
to Fred. The Ridge Runner Racing 
Team of Oak Hill, New York, richly 
deserves its place in the history of 
the sport,” wrote Bill Ladabourhe.

The Ridge Runners included 
Fred Searing, Mert Hulbert, John 
Flach, Sr., Stanley Wetmore, Lou 
Searing, Don Wetmore, Bill Filkins, 
Steve Driver, John Strumpf, John 
Lutes, Bob Smith, Alan Beechert, 
Tommy Corellis, Goober Scheidel, 
Gary Warner, Jim Warner and Joe 
Schlosse. Stanley has a plaque with 
all their names and the years they 
joined. Some are gone, some are 
still around. 

The Oak Hill Preservation As-
sociation made a Ridge Runners 
DVD produced by Drew McCabe 
to help preserve the local history. 
There are still some copies around 
for folks who didn’t get one. In fact, 
I have a few at my house. The DVD 
has a copy of Stan Wetmore’s win-
ning race in its entirety. It is defi -
nitely worth seeing.

You might run in to some of the 
guys at the Durham town building 
or the Oak Hill Post offi ce. I’ve 
recently seen Mert and Stanley in 
both places. If you are interested in 
cars and racing, you won’t want to 
miss talking to them. 

CONTRIBUTED PHOTO    
Mert Hulbert appears on the cover of the Ridge Runner video. The team 
made a trademark with solid white cars with a distinctive style of red num-
bers on the side

CONTRIBUTED PHOTO    
This is how a car might start before it became a race car. This picture is 
from Oak Hill, down by the current town building. Anybody recognize it?

CONTRIBUTED PHOTO    
Not all cars were white with red numbers. Notice the Knotty Pine Hotel 
stenciled on the side. One car had Cheryl’s Beauty Salon, Oak Hill, stenciled 
on it. Stan Wetmore has been called an elder statesman. He has been racing 
at Lebanon Valley for nearly 60 years. His brother Donnie is hailed as a 
superstar.

CONTRIBUTED PHOTO    
Mert Hulbert in 1969 with his car #78. He has been called a cult hero and the winningest of them all.  

CONTRIBUTED PHOTO    
Alan Beechert was said to have been  the youngest of the group. And Stan 
Wetmore owned his first car before he was old enough to drive it. 

CONTRIBUTED PHOTO    
Fred Searing has been called The Grand Ole Man of the Pits. Not a particu-
larly large man, but his legacy and effect is significant.  

Carver Companies fundamental belief has been to provide 
unparalleled service all while maintaining our values of honesty 
and integrity both on land and sea. We pride ourselves on our 
unmatched logistics services and superior products to our 
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CONTRIBUTED PHOTO    
Stan today. They all dress up well.
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 I wanted to thank everyone within the Ravena / Coeymans / 
Selkirk communities for their continued support over the last 
year. It has been difficult at times but we have managed to get 
through it and provide a helpful community service. We are back 
to regular business hours Mon - Fri 10am - 5pm / Sat 10am - 3pm 
/ Closed on Sundays
 Currently, with the volume of bottles and cans we are only 
taking drop offs - bring in your empties, place them in a designated 
area, we take your name and then give you the earliest time 
frame to come back or any time thereafter to collect your money.
Since opening in July 2018, we have helped raise approximately 
$52,500, which is almost 924,000 bottles/cans for 50 different 
organizations which anyone can donate to.
 We look forward to servicing the community in the future. 
If you have any questions regarding operation, donations or 
fundraisers please reach out....

Shane DeCrescenzo

Just Makes Cents
Bottle & Can Redemption Center

518-577-3084
Justmakescents6@gmail.com

The New York State Police, the 
state Department of Transportation, 
and the Thruway Authority have 
announced that state police and 
local law enforcement agencies 
issued a record number of tickets 
during 2021’s Operation Hardhat.

The joint initiative seeks to 
crack down on work-zone viola-
tions and highlights the importance 
of safe driving when encountering 
construction, maintenance and 
emergency operations along state 
highways. 

“We are committed to making 
sure our roadways are safe, not only 
for those who travel them, but also 
for those who work on them,” said 
New York State Police Superinten-
dent Kevin P. Bruen. “Each day, 
law enforcement and other emer-
gency responders, including high-
way workers, work in a dangerous 
environment and risk their lives to 
keep the traveling public safe. It is 
important that motorists are aware 
of their responsibility to follow the 
rules of the road and know that vio-
lations of the Move Over Law and 
work zone intrusions will not be 
tolerated.” 

A total of 2,336 tickets were 
issued during Operation Hard-
hat details this year, breaking the 
previous record of 2,018 tickets 
set during 2020. The new record 
comes as New York state continues 
to experience an alarming number 
of work-zone intrusions and further 
highlights the need for motorists 
to slow down and drive carefully 
through work zones.

“The safety of our DOT fami-
ly is always top priority, and I am 
so thankful to the women and men 
in law enforcement for the work 
they do to help keep our crews 
safe,” Department of Transporta-
tion Commissioner Marie Therese 
Dominguez said. “Day after day 
our highway crews work in danger-
ous conditions so that the rest of us 
can travel through our great state 
safely. It is on motorists to stay 
alert, put down their cell phones, 

obey speed limits and drive safely 
through these work zones so that 
our road crews can do their jobs 
and go home to their families.”

During Operation Hardhat, 
members of law enforcement pa-
trol Department of Transportation 
and Thruway Authority work zones 
to enforce work zone speed limits 
and ensure that motorists are obey-
ing fl agging personnel. 

Of the 2,336 tickets issued 
during 2021, 2,201 were issued 
by the state police, a signifi cant 
increase from the 1,803 issued by 
troopers in 2020. Another 135 tick-
ets were issued by local law en-
forcement agencies, including the 
Madison County Sheriff’s Offi ce, 
the Montgomery County Sheriff’s 
Offi ce, the Oneida County Sher-
iff’s Offi ce, the Utica Police De-
partment and the NYPD.

“It’s imperative that motorists 
obey posted speed limits and stay 
alert when driving through work 
zones,” Thruway Authority Exec-
utive Director Matthew J. Driscoll 
said. “As these results from Oper-
ation Hard Hat indicate, too many 
motorists are speeding and driving 
distracted when traveling through 
work zones and putting lives at 
risk. We thank our partners at New 
York State Police Troop T for keep-
ing the Thruway safe and protect-
ing the lives of motorists and our 
workers.”

Tickets issued in 2021 included 
the following violations: speeding 
– 855; cell phone – 434; seatbelts 
– 254; failure to move over – 167; 
failure to obey fl agger – 1; failure 
to obey traffi c control device – 4; 
and other violations – 621

Operation Hardhat details re-
sulted in violations in almost every 
region of the state, including: Hud-
son Valley – 326; Long Island – 
311; Capital Region – 263; Central 
New York – 196; Southern Tier – 
490; Mohawk Valley – 251; West-
ern New York – 99; North Country 
– 67; New York State Thruway – 
135; and New York City – 16. 

Record number of 
tickets issued in 

Operation Hardhat

HUDSON — Four medical practices op-
erated by Columbia Memorial Health have 
recently earned top honors from local and re-
gional organizations. 

Coxsackie Medical Care and Jefferson 
Heights Family Care both made it to the fi -
nals of this year’s Greene County Chamber of 
Commerce “Best of Greene County” awards, 
with Jefferson Heights Family Care winning 
the award. Finalists and winners of the award 
were selected by the public via an online sur-
vey. 

In addition, Callan Family Care in Copake 
and Kinderhook Medical Care were select-
ed for the 2021 Capital District Physician’s 

Health Plan (CDPHP) Top Ten Primary Care 
Practices. The award is earned only by those 
practices that meet the health plan’s “rigorous 
standards for high quality care and superior 
customer service,” according to CDPHP.

Dr. Ronald Pope, CMH’s vice president of 
Medical Practices, Care Centers, said: “Our 
medical team and staff work very hard to pro-
vide high quality and effective primary care 
in settings that help patients feel comfortable 
and welcome. We’re honored and grateful to 
be acknowledged for our success in meeting 
the highest standards for quality of care and 
overall patient satisfaction.”

CMH medical practices 
win local, regional honors

CONTRIBUTED PHOTO    
Four Columbia Memorial Health medical practices were recently recognized by local and regional organi-
zations for exceptional care and service, including Coxsackie Medical Care, Jefferson Heights Family Care, 
Callan Family Care (Copake) and Kinderhook Medical Care. Pictured are several members of the CMH 
clinical care and administrative team who received one of the recent awards. From left to right are: (front) 
Kelly Dougher, Susan Kern, Renee Stone, Ashley Bender; and (rear) Nadja Rogers, NP, Dr. Ronald Pope, Dr. 
Kenneth Yuan.

The future of our country depends 
on the ability of journalists to 
provide the public with 
investigative journalism.

Help show your support for quality,
investigative journalism:

Donate to the International
Consortium of Investigative
Journalists today

https://donate.icij.org/
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SUPPORTS REAL 
NEWS.
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er Prime Properties, one of the 
event’s sponsors, during the 
giveaway Nov. 18.

“These are tough times and 
there are a lot of families that 
just don’t have enough money 
to spread around to make the 
holidays something special, so 
a little bit of help with a turkey 
and the fi xin’s and the foods that 
are donated here are a big thing 
for some people,” Caprio said.

Deb Danner, also from Cold-
well Banker Prime Properties, 
said helping is especially grati-
fying during the holiday season.

“I just wanted to help,” Dan-
ner said. “People in the com-
munity support our business, so 
we wanted to help support peo-
ple who are less fortunate than 
others. It’s a good thing to do 
for the holidays and to help the 
community.”

John and Kathryn McAneny, 
from the Missions Committee 
at Asbury United Methodist 
Church, transported meals back 
to the church to distribute to 
those in need in the community.

“We are taking 10 meals for 
the church and we will be dis-
tributing them to people who 
need help,” Kathryn McAneny 
said. “Families are excited 
about this — we do it every year 
and this is a wonderful help to 
what we do and a great help for 
the community.”

Eclips Hair Studio on Route 
32 was another sponsor of the 
event and several representa-
tives from the salon were on 
hand to help distribute turkey 
meals.

“We just wanted to help out 
in the community,” Kiersten 
Bates from Eclips Hair Studio 
said.

FEED, from page 1

All but one local resident 
speaking at the public hearing 
was opposed to the project.

Resident Dan Clifton said 
maintaining the character of the 
community — including its ru-
ral nature — is one of his key 
reasons for opposing the devel-

opment. He spoke of the town 
board’s decision to fi nd that the 
project will not have a signifi cant 
impact on the environment as 
part of the mandated state Envi-

ronmental Assessment Form con-
ducted Aug. 31 and Oct. 5.

“I don’t believe that anyone 
can seriously say that the Bosque 
project will not have a moderate 
to large impact,” Clifton said. 
“The visual character — it is the 
difference between the rural char-
acter which we have now and a 
suburban character.”

The style of the homes is also 
an issue, he added.

“This would develop 12 hous-
es plus a barn residence, and no-
where else in the entire hamlet of 
Cornwallville is there a develop-
ment of this scale, much less in 
the historic district,” Clifton said. 
“They are planning for 12 con-
temporary houses — two build-
ing styles, just two in a commu-
nity where no two houses are the 
same.”

Resident Christine Nelson 
also raised questions about the 
construction style, along with the 
impact on wetlands and nighttime 
light pollution.

“I am opposed to the develop-
ment,” Nelson said. “The unique 
nature of our community, why I 
chose to live there — this does 
impact the historical nature with a 
subdivision of two house (styles), 
all looking the same. How will 
that comply with the historical 
nature, especially with contem-
porary houses?”

Speaker Margaret Doherty 
submitted to the board a petition 
opposing the proposal signed by 
271 local residents. 

“These signatures represent 
the concerns of area residents 
with regard to the signifi cant neg-
ative impacts the Bosque major 
housing development will impose 
on our land and on the land — the 
wells, traffi c, wildlife, noise, odor 
and light, aesthetic and historic 
value and resources, and the char-
acter of Cornwallville and the 
Durham community as a whole,” 
Doherty said. “Many of these 
Durham residents have written 
letters in great detail explaining 
the concerns about this potential-
ly disastrous construction project 
and the impact it will have on our 
community.”

Neighboring property own-
er Walter Grote fears water run-
off generated by the develop-
ment onto properties downhill, 

and questioned the feasibility of 
the developer’s business mod-
el, marketing pricey homes to 
“like-minded multimillionaires” 
who “have this heartfelt desire to 
live in a farm community.”

“Quite frankly, I don’t think 
the whole thing makes sense,” 
Grote said. “Multimillionaires 
are not going to be forced to pick 
from two styles of houses. They 
say they will modify the insides 
and that is great, but two styles?”

Resident Elizabeth Winslow 
called on the town board to 
change its stance on the project, 
specifi cally the negative decla-
ration on the Environmental As-
sessment Form.

“The board declared that the 
subdivision would have no im-
pact on our hamlet’s environment, 
noise, traffi c, forest or character. I 
fi nd this irresponsible to say the 
least,” Winslow said. “I implore 
the town to reconsider the nega-
tive assessment and evaluate po-
tential impacts more deeply while 
we still can because once we put 
a road in and start pouring foun-
dation, then it’s over.”

Patrick Ciccone, chairman of 
the town’s Historic Preservation 
Commission, said the project 
would be the largest of its kind in 
the town’s history.

“The Bosque development is 
the fi rst subdivision of this size 
ever proposed in Cornwallville 
— no housing development of 
this scale of identical homes has 
ever been built in Cornwallville’s 
nearly 250 years of existence,” 
Ciccone said.

Resident Jim Stone was the 
only speaker to come out in favor 
of the project.

“We’ve got somebody who is 
proposing to bring in something 
that will signifi cantly help this 
town. Are there problems with 
it? Yes, but there is a reason why 
both Cornwallville and Durham 
are dying, and it’s because of 
us — because we won’t allow 
change,” Stone said. “Places that 
don’t allow change, they die.”

The second public hearing on 
the proposed project will be held 
Dec. 11 at 6 p.m. at the BOCES 
Educational Building — the for-
mer Durham Elementary School 
— at 4099 Route 145, Durham.

BOSQUE, from page 1

CAIRO, NY – Cairo-Durham 
Middle School inducted 11 new 
members into its chapter of the 
National Junior Honor Society 
at the end of October. 

To be considered for NJHS 
membership, students must 
meet specifi c criteria related to 
the organization’s fi ve pillars. 

In addition to maintain-
ing a grade point average of at 
least 85, NJHS members must 
demonstrate qualities of com-

munity service, leadership, 
character and citizenship. 

Congratulations to the new-
est members of the NJHS chap-
ter at Cairo-Durham Middle 
School: Kingston Czajkowski, 
Addison Hall, Bridget Murphy, 
Nicholas Olivett, Nathaniel 
Porter, Kaylan Rennig, Sophia 
Rennig, Kaitlyn Russell, Jon-
athan Saad, Aishwarya Thakur 
and Grace VanGurp.

C-D Middle School inducts 11 students into NJHS

CONTRIBUTED PHOTO    
Cairo-Durham Middle School recently inducted the newest members of the National Junior Honor Society.

AUTO TECHNICIAN
FULL TIME - ESSENTIAL BUSINESS

We are looking for a responsible Auto Technician to perform all assigned vehicle repairs and 
maintenance work in accordance with dealership and factory standards.

General Auto Technician Qualifications
• Carrying out repairs and replacing damaged parts.
• Testing motor vehicles and equipment.
• Diagnosing the cause of any malfunctions.
• Carrying out inspections of completed repairs to ensure that the vehicle is safe to be driven.
• Returning a customer’s vehicle to them in clean condition.
• Road testing vehicles, inspecting, and testing mechanical units.
• Following a checklist to ensure that all key work has been done.
• Checking engine lights, air bag systems, transmission fluids and filters.
• Following safety policies and procedures
• Assisting in assembling cars and trucks.
• Maintaining an organized neat and safe bay.
• Must have a valid NYS License and clean record.

Key Skills and Competencies
• Capable of working on foreign and domestic vehicles.
• Experience operating all types of vehicles and transportation equipment.
• Able to use Snap-On diagnostic equipment.
• Performing work efficiently and effectively.
• Superb mechanical aptitude, manual dexterity, and attention to detail.

Job Overview 
C.A. Albright & Sons, LLC has been in operation for over 110 years. We have an immediate 
opening for a dynamic person to help us keep growing. 2020 was a big year for the company 
with the launch of a Propane division which has propelled the company into a new market and 
immediate new customer growth. If you are excited to be part of a winning team, C.A. Albright & 
Sons, LLC is a perfect place to get ahead and call home. Room for advancement!

To Apply 
After careful consideration of this position as described and required qualifications, if you feel 
that this job could be an excellent fit for you and are looking for a company to call home, please 
direct your resume and references to Randy@CA-Albright.com.

GENERAL LABORER
FULL TIME POSITION - ESSENTIAL BUSINESS 

We are looking for a General Laborer to take up manual labor tasks along with a variety of other 
tasks that are directed their way. One of the most important skills that the candidate should have 
is the ability to multi-task in a fast-paced multi-industry environment. 

General Labor Qualifications
• Cleaning: Ensure all waste containers are emptied, sweeping, mopping, dusting, bathrooms
• Loading and uploading materials and equipment, when needed
• Assist with Propane sets
• Assist HVAC
• Assist Automotive
• Must be able to lift and carry 20Ibs plus at times
• Performs various physical duties as assigned
• Moving tools, equipment, or other material as directed by management
• Ability to safely operate various vehicles and equipment, when needed
• Must have a valid driver’s license

Job Overview 
C.A. Albright & Sons, LLC has been in operation for over 110 years. We have an immediate 
opening for a dynamic person who will help us keep growing. 2020 was a big year for the 
company with the launch of the Propane division which has propelled the company into a new 
market and immediate new customer growth. If you are excited to be part of a winning team, 
C.A. Albright & Sons, LLC is a perfect place to get ahead and call home. Room for advancement!

To Apply 
After careful consideration of this position as described and required qualifications, if you feel 
that this job could be an excellent fit for you and are looking for a company to call home, please 
direct your resume and references to Randy@CA-Albright.com. 

13640 RT 9W • P.O. BOX 11 • HANNACROIX, NY 12087
PHONE: 518-756-3127 • FAX: 518-756-2900 • WWW.CA-ALBRIGHT.COM

MELANIE LEKOCEVIC/CAPITAL REGION INDEPENDENT MEDIA    
Thanksgiving turkey meals are handed to John and Kathryn McAneny, left, from the Missions Committee at Asbury 
United Methodist Church, for distribution to families in need during the holiday.

The Greenville Pioneer wants to hear 
from you. Send information about up-
coming events and news to news@

greenvillepioneer.com. 

(We need to have announcements 
at least two weeks in advance.)

WE WANT TO HEAR 
FROM YOU!
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By Melanie Lekocevic
Capital Region Independent Media

GREENVILLE — The town council 
is looking to purchase a pair of addition-
al video cameras at Vanderbilt Town Park 
following concerns about park safety.

“We have had some issues with some 
activity in the park and it seems to be go-
ing on where we don’t have cameras, like 
behind the South Barn, where the dog park 
is,” Town Supervisor Paul Macko said at 
the November meeting of the town board. 
“I would really like to buy some cameras 
and see if we can install them.”

One alleged incident took place less 
than a month ago, Macko said.

“We had somebody in a black SUV 
allegedly rob a kid up there about three 
or four weeks ago and the sheriff was in-
volved,” Macko said. “Our camera did 
show a vehicle leaving the park at a high 
rate of speed and we could hear the conver-
sation. Supposedly someone also got their 
envelope from the bank swiped, where 
somebody allegedly grabbed the money.”

Macko declined to provide further in-
formation about the incidents and would 

only state that they were currently under 
investigation.

To prevent further incidents, the town 
is looking to install two more cameras in 

the park.
Town Maintenance Supervisor Renee 

Hamilton said it is unclear whether the 
park’s Wi-fi would be able to reach all ar-
eas where the town is considering install-
ing the cameras.

There are already several cameras in 
the park and they appear to be effective for 
the areas they cover, Macko said.

“What we have up there right now 
seems to be working fairly well,” Macko 
said. “The sheriff’s department and the 
state police have pulled footage up and the 
cameras do a fairly good job.”

Town Councilman Travis Richards pre-
sented a resolution giving the town a cap 
of $500 to spend on the cameras and re-
lated equipment. Town Councilman John 
Bensen seconded the resolution and it was 
adopted unanimously by the board.

Macko said he hopes holiday bargains 
may cut the cost of the purchase.

“I am hoping that around the holidays 
there will be some buys and we can get the 
equipment we need, and then first thing in 
the spring we would get them installed,” 
Macko said.

MELANIE LEKOCEVIC/CAPITAL REGION INDEPENDENT MEDIA    
The town council is looking to purchase and install two additional video cameras in Vanderbilt 
Town Park following several alleged incidents.

Town eyes cameras over park safety concerns

list. He chose the United States 
Coast Guard because there was 
a neighbor who was in that ser-
vice. 

“He used to come home every 
other weekend, and he would tell 
us these stories,” Maltzman said. 
“As a kid, we would eat them 
up.” 

On Dec. 8, Maltzman went to 
the Coast Guard recruiter to sign 
up. When he did not hear any-
thing after two weeks, he went 
back. 

Meanwhile, Oahu’s civil-
ian and military population was 
reeling from the devastating at-
tack that killed 2,403 U.S. per-
sonnel, including 68 civilians, 
and wounded 1,178 others. The 
bombing destroyed or damaged 
19 vessels, including eight bat-
tleships. Fortunately for the 
Americans, the Navy’s aircraft 
carriers assigned to the U.S. Pa-
cific Fleet were out at sea on ma-
neuvers. 

When the Coast Guard called 
Maltzman up for service in 
March 1942, he packed a bag 
and said goodbye to his parents. 

“My father took me down to 
the trolley car and took me down 
to Third Avenue somewhere, and 
then I took the subway down-
town,” he said. 

Following boot camp at Man-
hattan Beach, the Coast Guard 
assigned Maltzman to Hoffman 
Island Signal School, where he 
learned visual communications, 
including blinker lights and 
signal flags. He did that job in 
Groton, Connecticut, signaling 
submarines as they returned to 
base, and he petitioned the Coast 
Guard to assign him to sea duty. 

It took six requests before 
Maltzman was assigned to the 
original crew of the USS Cen-
taurus (AKA-17), an Andromeda 
Class attack cargo ship commis-
sioned on Oct. 21, 1943, at the 
Brooklyn Navy Yard. An origi-
nal crewmember of any vessel is 
called a “plank owner.” 

After the ship’s commanding 
officer, Captain George Evans 
McCabe, trained his brand-new 
crew, the ship made its way south 
to the Panama Canal. The jour-
ney to the Asiatic-Pacific Theater 
had its difficult moments. 

“We had a pilot that came 
aboard to direct us,” Maltzman 
said. “He almost ran us aground 
crossing the equator. The captain 
threw him away and took over.” 

“We got into the Pacific 
Ocean,” Maltzman said. “We 
didn’t know what we were doing 
and where we were going yet. 
We had a hell of an ocean ride.” 

Centaurus made its way to 
Pearl Harbor where the military 
was still repairing the damage to 
its ships and aircraft. 

“It was kind of a thrill to be 
at Pearl Harbor and see all the 
ships,” Maltzman told inter-
viewers from the Veterans Oral 
History Project. “They were still 
getting mud and stuff out of the 
battle wagons [battleships], the 
few that they raised, and smoke 
was coming out and oil was com-
ing up from below the Arizona. 
It was kind of sad in a way, but 
yet it showed a determination 
the way that people were attack-
ing rebuilding the ships. It was a 
wonderful sight.” 

Of the eight battleships an-
chored at Pearl Harbor on the 
morning of the attack, the Navy 
was able to repair six, while two, 
the USS Arizona (BB-39) and 
USS Oklahoma (BB-37) were 
damaged beyond repair. The bat-

tleships were Japan’s main tar-
gets.

The USS Centaurus did not 
remain long at Pearl Harbor. 
From Hawaii, it sailed west to 
take part in the invasion of Kwa-
jalein in the Marshall Islands at 
the end of January 1944. Maltz-
man, then a Signalman 1/C, with 
a crew of six others, would take 
a position on the ship’s flying 
bridge near the smokestack using 
signal flags and blinking lights to 
communicate with other ships. 

“It was the highest part of the 
ship,” Maltzman said. “It was 
kind of nice to be up so high.”

As an attack cargo ship, Cen-
taurus had 12 landing barges 
aboard. As the U.S. Pacific Fleet 
made its way from island to is-
land, capturing them from the 
Japanese, Centaurus’ crew load-
ed soldiers and Marines, along 
with equipment and supplies, 
into its landing barges and de-
livered them to the islands, in-
cluding the Admiralty Islands, 
Guam, New Guinea, Peleliu, and 
Okinawa Gunto, among others. 

“We would land in the nearby 
vicinity of the island and low-
er the landing barges,” he said. 
“Then the marines or soldiers 
would climb overboard on rope 
and go down and aboard the 
landing barge.” 

Three or four of Centaurus’ 
crew members would then deliv-
er them to the island.

In total, Centaurus participat-
ed in six campaigns and received 
six battle stars for its World War 
II service. 

“I was lucky my ship never 
got hit,” Maltzman said. 

Maltzman has a keen memory 
of the Battle of Okinawa, which 
took place from April 1 to June 
14, 1945. 

“All the guys went ashore 
and everything, and it was very 
quiet because the Japanese had 
gone up over the mountain, away 
from the beach,” he said. “They 
had quite a fight. We were on 
duty 24 hours to watch for in-
vasions, the battles of the planes 
coming in to get us. That’s when 
we shot down two Japanese ka-
mikaze planes.” 

When all was quiet, Maltz-
man’s shipmates put him in the 
bosun’s chair and lowered him 
over the side of the ship to docu-
ment the events. 

“It was quite a thrill. They 
all knew I was an artist or trying 
to be an artist, so they got me to 
paint the Jap flags on the side of 
the ship,” he said.

Maltzman carried his sketch 
book and pencils with him during 
his service. 

“I wanted to be an artist, and I 
was drawing things — invasions 
and so forth,” Maltzman said.

At some point during its war-
time service, the crew nicknamed 
the ship “Centaurus-Maru.” 

“All the Japanese ships 
were called something ‘maru,’” 
Maltzman said. 

Japanese sailors often at-
tached the suffix “-maru,” which 
signifies “something beloved,” 
to its vessels.

When Centaurus took over 
a hundred Japanese prisoners 
of war aboard to transport them 
back to Pearl Harbor, Maltzman 
got permission to sketch one of 
the prisoners. 

“He signed my sketchbook,” 
Maltzman said. “He liked it, ex-
cept that I made the eyes a little 
too slanty.” 

He remembers that the pris-
oners liked being aboard the 
Centaurus. “They were very hap-
py with us, the Japanese,” Maltz-
man said. “We would allow them 
to come topside, on the main 

deck upstairs. They bathed every 
day. They washed with ocean 
water. It was nice in a way.” 

Maltzman left Centaurus 
when it arrived back at Pearl 
Harbor after the U.S. victory in 
Okinawa, but he wishes he could 
have remained on board. The 
ship continued to Japan for occu-
pation duty and then went on to 
serve in China. 

“I would have been tickled 
pink to go to China and draw 
pictures,” he said. “I’m sorry I 
missed it.”

Through ship reunions, 
Maltzman kept in touch with 
shipmates and got to know those 
he did not know well during his 
time in the Coast Guard.

The American Legion Post 
291 will be holding a Pearl Har-
bor Remembrance Ceremony at 
6 p.m. on Dec. 7 at its building at 
54 Maple Ave., Greenville. The 
public is invited to attend. 

VETERAN, from page 1
I wanted to write about the 80th anniversary of the attack 

on Pearl Harbor because it was the 50th anniversary that gave 
me my start in journalism. 

I had always been interested in military history, and I took 
the opportunity of the 50th anniversary of World War II to in-
terview veterans and write their stories. I began with sever-
al Naval Academy graduates who had been in Pearl Harbor 
during the time of the attack, articles which appeared in Ha-
waii Navy News and another newspaper, The Flagship. 

I listened as these former naval officers described what 
had happened for them that morning. Walter Stencil was offi-
cer of the deck on the battleship USS Tennessee (BB-43) when 
the attack hit. 

“The whole harbor was on fire,” he said. “Viewing that ship 
which was directly astern with her back broken, jack-knived, 
her foremast canted forward with men hanging over the rail-
ings of the various levels, dead at their posts, was a sobering 
sight.” 

The ship to which he referred was the USS Arizona (BB-39).
Moored inboard of the USS West Virginia (BB-48) on “Bat-

tleship Row,” the Tennessee could not leave the dock, as 
West Virginia had taken torpedo hits and sunk. One of Sten-
cil’s classmates, LTJG H.B. Stark, recalled how he could hear 
his shipmates, trapped below in the sunken ship, pounding 
on the hull to let their shipmates know they were alive. The 
sounds ceased before the crew could effect a rescue.

Stencil recalled his classmate, Herold Harveson, who had 
been serving on the USS Utah (BB-31) at the time of the at-
tack. Harveson was one of 58 crewmembers who died when 
the ship sunk in 12 minutes time. He remains entombed 
there. I found his name on the memorial plaque at Honolu-
lu’s Punchbowl Cemetery. The destroyer escort USS Harveson 
(DE-316), which saw distinguished service in World War II, is 
named for him. The United States built 563 destroyer escorts 
during the war. One, USS Slater (DE-766), remains a museum 
ship in Albany.

Others who were off-base recall as shipmates rushed to 
pick them up so they could head to Pearl Harbor to be greet-
ed by a horrific scene. Ralph Benson was stationed aboard the 
USS Shaw (DD-373), which was in dry dock when the attack 
occurred. The Navy assigned Benson to the somber task of 
identifying the dead. 

“It was a sight I’ll never forget,” he said. “Some just looked 
like they had gone to sleep, and others, you could tell, had 
been in terrible explosions.” 

Lawrence Julihn was aboard the submarine USS Thresh-
er (SS-200), which was returning from sea when the attack 
occurred. Mistaking it for an enemy sub, U.S. Army bombers 
attacked the vessel when it attempted to surface. After final-
ly making it safely into the then-chaotic port, Julihn learned 
from a friend who had been on board a destroyer that the ship 
had attempted unsuccessfully to fire a torpedo at Thresher, 
having mistaken it for a Japanese submarine. 

These first stories of my journalism career fostered a 
healthy respect for what had happened at Pearl Harbor and 
the subsequent U.S. war effort in all theaters, and I had the 
privilege of recording and preserving first-person accounts of 
that day.

The day after the 50th anniversary of the Pearl Harbor at-
tack, my father, a Navy veteran who was in Pearl Harbor many 
times during his own service, baptized my daughter on board 
my husband’s ship, USS Cushing (DD-985), using the ship’s 
bell as a baptismal fount. The backdrop for this ceremony was 
the USS Missouri (BB-63), the ship on which Japanese Foreign 
Minister Mamoru Shigemitsu, representing the Emperor of 
Japan, signed the instrument of surrender.

To this day, ships that sail past the USS Arizona Memori-
al still render honors to the fallen. “Attention” sounds, and all 
hands come topside to man the rails of the ship, saluting as 
they pass the memorial.

U.S. COAST GUARD PHOTO #2155 IN NATIONAL ARCHIVES
 USS Centaurus (AKA-17) unloads trucks and other supplies into its landing 
barges at Los Negros Island in the Admiralty Island Group. Centaurus took 
part in the Bismarch Archipelago Operation from April 5-9, 1944.

CONTRIBUTED PHOTO    
Maltzman at Pearl Harbor with shipmate John Hough, who died earlier this 
year.
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Your Mind,Feed
A FamilyFeed

The Greenville Pioneer will provide turkey dinners 
to families in need and you can help. From now until 

December 17th, we’ll donate one meal to families in need for 
every item purchased on the menu below.*

HOW TO HELP:

New Subscriber’s Menu
New Customers 2 years ($72) = 1 meal

Current Customer’s Menu
Renew and switch to EZ-Pay ($36 per year) = 1 meal

Renew for 2 years - ($72) = 1 meal
MEAL: 12 lb. turkey, 2 cans of corn, 1 box of stuffing, 1 bag of potatoes, 

1 can of cranberry sauce, a 12 pack of rolls, and a liter of soda*

THE FACTS: 
• 1 in 9 people in New York are facing hunger every day. 
• 1 in 6 children in New York are facing hunger every day. 
• 32.4% of households receiving SNAP benefits have children
• Charitable programs are unable to fully support those facing hunger. 
 The combination of charity and government assistance programs are 
 necessary to help bridge the meal gap.**

*Each meal will be hand delivered to a family in need and/or given to a vetted food pantry or organization that helps to feed our community. **https://www.feedingamerica.org/hunger-in-america/new-york

Participating Organizations:
Helping Harvest, St. Catherine’s Center of Children, The Albany Teen Challenge, 

Church of Saint Patrick and Trinity United Methodist Church
SPONSORS:

CALL TODAY 413-212-0130

DEB DANNER

https://gvpoffers.com/deal/feed/
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By Dr. Billy Holland
For Capital Region Independent Media

The Bible refers to a joy that is 
unspeakable and full of glory, but 
what does this mean? I believe one 
answer would be the contentment 
of the conscience for those who 
know God and have decided to live 
in the awareness of His presence. 

How can we do this? We can 
train our minds to think about God 
the same as we learn and become 
skilled to do anything else. Rep-
etition and commitment are the 
building blocks of being profi cient 
and in the Christian faith, self-dis-
cipline is the path to spiritual trans-
formation. 

It’s important to awaken each 
day with prayers of thanksgiving 
for having the opportunity to com-
municate with the one who loves 
us and created us. We can approach 
Him boldly in faith, asking and 
seeking His wisdom and under-
standing.

Entering into a deeper relation-
ship with Him requires, as the Bible 
mentions in I Thessalonians 5:17, 
to pray without ceasing. The previ-
ous verse encourages us to rejoice 
always as our human nature fi nds 
these demands to be somewhat 
unrealistic. However, the Lord is 
saying relationship has everything 
to do with staying focused on Him. 

Every moment can plead for 
spiritual sensitivity as we realize 
the moment we take our eyes away 
from the prize, we begin to fall 
away and become lukewarm. This 
sense of urgency is a vital compo-
nent for the mind to be renewed and 
conformed to the mind of Christ. 

Many have not taken the oppor-
tunity to ask for His divine appoint-
ments and His discernment that we 
might know His thoughts as we 
comprehend the critical importance 
of developing a higher level of spir-
itual sensitivity. Without this pas-
sionate craving to be close to God, 
we will be unable to walk in His 
Spirit. We must become one with 
Him for Him to move through us. 

Without this revelation, our 
hope for an intimate relationship 
with Him will not exist. Constantly 
reminding ourselves to concentrate 
on Christ is the path that leads to 
the secret place of the Most High. 
Within our free will, we must 
demonstrate a fi erce and fervent 
determination and relentless perse-
verance to absorb and be possessed 
by Him. 

“That he would grant you, ac-
cording to the riches of his glory, 
to be strengthened with might by 
his Spirit in the inner man; That 
Christ may dwell in your hearts 
by faith; that ye, being rooted and 
grounded in love, May be able to 
comprehend with all saints what is 
the breadth, and length, and depth, 
and height; And to know the love 
of Christ, which passes knowledge, 
that ye might be fi lled with all the 
fullness of God. Now unto him that 
is able to do exceeding abundantly 
above all that we ask or think, ac-
cording to the power that is at work 
in us” (Ephesians 3:16-20).

We realize this message is not 
for the casual religious person. It is 
for those who pant after God like 
the deer that pants for water. 

“As the deer pants after the wa-
ter brooks, so pants my soul after 

thee, O God. My soul thirst for 
God, for the living God: when shall 
I come and appear before God?” 
Psalm 42:1-2. 

This is the way of holiness for 
those who have a passion to be puri-
fi ed by the refi ner’s fi re. Those who 
have decided to take up their cross 
no matter what pain and rejection 
it will bring are the ones who are 
nauseated with their sin and have 
turned away from the temptations 
and love for the world. They have 
chosen the path of the overcomer 
and have become a member of a 
radical and extreme remnant. 

“I beseech you therefore, breth-
ren, by the mercies of God, that ye 
present your bodies a living sac-
rifi ce, holy, acceptable unto God, 
which is your reasonable service. 
And be not conformed to this 
world: but be ye transformed by 
the renewing of your mind, that 
ye may prove what is that good, 
and acceptable, and perfect, will of 
God.” (Romans 12:1-2).

So if spiritual joy is available, 
then why does it seem that very few 
have it? Because only a small num-
ber of individuals have allowed 
God to be their shepherd. Those 
who refuse to surrender the control 
of their decisions cannot enter into 
the deeper chambers of spiritual 
intimacy which is the foundation 
of our covenant relationship with 
Him. You see, whoever sits on the 
throne of our heart is the Lord our 
conscience. 

May the Lord continue to give 
you His wisdom and understand-
ing.

Learn more about the Christian 
life at billyhollandministries.com.

Choosing to become more aware of God
Living on Purpose

Because you care! 
Sometimes, things don’t always work out at home for a child.     
New  York’s Office of Children and Family Services estimates that 130,000 

children around the state live with a grandparent, an aunt or uncle, or other 
family member. Some even live with close family friends. When a family member 
or close family friend assumes the responsibility of caring for a child, that’s called 
Kinship Care.        

Perhaps you are a kinship care provider, or know someone who is. If you are, 
you do it for all the right reasons. Because you care.  But there’s good news.    
St. Catherine’s Center for Children has launched a new program to support    
kinship caregivers in Albany, Schenectady, Greene and Ulster Counties. The     
program connects caregivers like you to a variety of community and public     
support services, providing you with the tools you need to succeed. Want to learn 
more? Call us at the number below, or email kinshipcare@st-cath.org 

St. Catherine’s Center for Children 
40 North Main Avenue, Albany, NY 12203 

www.st-cath.org  •  518-453-6700

St-Cath_Kinship Care_6-21_Layout 1  6/30/2021  2:37 PM  Page 1
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The Greenville Pioneer wants to hear 
from you. Send information about up-
coming events and news to news@

greenvillepioneer.com.   

(We need to have announcements  
at least two weeks in advance.)

WE WANT TO HEAR 
FROM YOU!

By Thomas Christopher
For Capital Region Independent Media

What if, instead of being environmental 
offenders, lawns could be contributors to 
the well-being of our landscapes? That’s the 
question Dr. Eric Watkins has been address-
ing in his work at the University of Minneso-
ta, and he is coming up with some intriguing 
answers. 

For almost a decade now he’s been creat-
ing lawns that are not only more sustainable, 
requiring far less inputs to remain green and 
growing, but also hospitable to native bees 
and other pollinators.

The grasses on which Dr. Watkins has 
been basing his lawns are various mixtures 
of the species known as fine fescues. This 
group includes a number of different types: 
hard fescues, creeping red fescues, chewings 
fescues and sheep fescues. They have long 
been an important component of the “shady 
mixes” of grass seed you’ll find at the local 
garden center or big-box store, although they 
actually grow quite well in situations of full 
sun as well. As the name suggests, they are 
finer textured than most other turf grasses, 
with thin leaf blades. 

I’ve planted a few lawns composed of 
mixtures of these grasses and found them 
quite adaptable, though they won’t tolerate 
poorly drained, consistently damp soils. 

They have several advantages over other 
turf grasses. I was interested in them because 
they are naturally short and so need far less 
mowing – I mow my own fine fescue lawn 
about once a month, and a friend for whom 
I installed such a lawn, who doesn’t mind 
a somewhat tousled look, mows just twice 
a year, once in late spring and again in late 
summer.

A lawn’s need for fertilizer, as Dr. Wat-
kins points out, will vary with the soil on 
which it is growing, but he has found that a 
fine fescue lawn typically needs just a half to 
a quarter the amount of fertilizer as a Ken-
tucky bluegrass lawn would on the same site. 

The fine fescues – and Dr. Watkins likes to 

plant mixes of the different types to increase 
the genetic diversity and adaptability of the 
resulting turf – as a group are outstandingly 
drought tolerant once established, although 
they do require irrigation during periods of 
prolonged heat and dry weather. If you select 
fine fescue seed that contains endophytes, a 
beneficial fungus that lives within the grass, 
the lawn will also be naturally resistant to 
diseases and to many turf-eating insects.

An interesting characteristic of the fine 
fescues is that they are clump-forming, grow-
ing as a collection of discrete plants. As they 
establish themselves, they will fill in to make 

a solid and weed-resistant carpet, but they 
can coexist with sprinklings of low-growing 
flowering plants that make them hospitable 
to pollinators: “bee-friendly.” 

Dr. Watkins has been experimenting with 
including white clover, creeping thyme and 
self-heal (Prunella vulgaris). Increasing the 
biodiversity of the lawn in this fashion great-
ly increases its attractiveness to pollinators; 
the University of Minnesota researchers have 
found over 50 species of native bees visiting 
their bee lawns.

To maintain populations of the flowering 
plants, the bee lawn cultivator must avoid the 

use of broadleaf weedkillers, another advan-
tage from an environmentalist’s perspective. 
Applications of insecticides will kill polli-
nators, and so these too should be avoided. 
Added to these benefits is the fact that such 
bee-friendly lawns have a smaller carbon 
footprint because they require so much less 
mowing, fertilizer, and water.

The state of Minnesota has taken a hand 
in encouraging such plantings with a “Lawns 
to Legumes” program that offers grants to 
gardeners to convert conventional turf to 
such bee-friendly lawns. It offers a “Planting 
for Pollinators Habitat Guide” with compre-
hensive instructions on how to accomplish 
this, available for free download from its 
Board of Water and Soil Resources website 
that is most easily located by conducting a 
web search for “Lawns to Legumes.”

For more information, listen to a conver-
sation with Dr. Watkins about bee-friendly 
and sustainable lawns on the Berkshire Bo-
tanical Garden Growing Greener podcast at 
www.thomaschristophergardens.com/pod-
casts/bee-friendly-lawns

Be-a-Better-Gardener is a community 
service of Berkshire Botanical Garden, locat-
ed in Stockbridge, MA. Its mission, to provide 
knowledge of gardening and the environment 
through a diverse range of classes and pro-
grams, informs and inspires thousands of stu-
dents and visitors each year. Thomas Chris-
topher is a volunteer at Berkshire Botanical 
Garden and is the author or co-author of 
more than a dozen books, including Nature 
into Art and The Gardens of Wave Hill (Tim-
ber Press, 2019). He is the 2021 Garden 
Club of America’s National Medalist for Lit-
erature, a distinction reserved to recognize 
those who have left a profound and lasting 
impact on issues that are most important to 
the GCA. Tom’s companion broadcast to this 
column, Growing Greener, streams on WE-
SUFM.org, Pacifica Radio and NPR and is 
available at his website, https://www.thom-
aschristophergardens.com/podcast.

Bee-friendly lawns

CONTRIBUTED PHOTO    
Increasing the biodiversity of a lawn greatly increases its attractiveness to pollinators.

Be A Better Gardener
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GLASS        PLASTIC       CANS

2381 Rt. 9W, Ravena
Next to Family Dollar

WE ACCEPT ALL N.Y.STATE DEPOSITS
— Approaching 1 year in business July 9th, 2019 —

Drop Off Service
NO Waiting at Machines
We Count for You!
Want to Help with Raising Money — 
FUNDRAISERS
Will Assist with Picking Up 
for Fundraisers

We PAY the Extra Penny 
on All NY State Deposit 

Cans/Bottles
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GLASS        PLASTIC       CANS

2381 Rt. 9W, Ravena
Next to Family Dollar

WE ACCEPT ALL N.Y.STATE DEPOSITS
— Approaching 1 year in business July 9th, 2019 —

Drop Off Service
NO Waiting at Machines
We Count for You!
Want to Help with Raising Money — 
FUNDRAISERS
Will Assist with Picking Up 
for Fundraisers

We PAY the Extra Penny 
on All NY State Deposit 

Cans/Bottles

*Must place window order 
by October 30th, 2019! 

Invest in your 
home's energy 
efficiency this fall 
and save at GNH! 
For a limited time 
only, 2200 Series 
Smarter Windows
Double Hung 
Replacements are
ONLY $169.OO! 

Visit GNH to 
learn more.

Greenville · Windham · Latham
www.GNHlumber.com
0% financing to credit qualified

Invest in Energy Efficient Double 
Hung Windows This Fall and SAVE!

Open 7 days a week from 10am-5pm
(518) 731-6196  •  Cty Rt 26, Climax, NY  12042

Follow us
on Facebook(1/2 Mile on left off Rte. 81  —  Red Barns on Hill)

, LLC
Sweet Cider and Our Own Cider Donuts!
16 Varieties of Apples Still on the Stand!

Pies on the Weekends!
       Squash, Vegetables, 

Local Maple Syrup & Honey, 
Jams & Jellies.

ORDER YOUR
THANKSGIVING 

PIES
BY NOV. 24th

We Now Carry Local Grass Fed Beef!

On the 
stand:

Qualifi ed households may now 
apply for Home Energy Assistance 
Pro¬gram (HEAP) grants, a feder-
ally funded program that provides 
both reg¬ular and emergency fi -
nancial assistance to help pay heat-
ing and utility bills. 

The grants are available 
through local Department of So-
cial Services (DSS) offi ces and 
Offi ces for the Aging. Customers 
of Central Hudson Gas & Electric 
Corp. who receive a HEAP bene-
fi t toward their ac¬count will also 
be issued a monthly credit on their 
bill for a max¬imum of 12 months 
based on service type and amount 
of HEAP benefi t.

“We’re pleased to offer addi-
tional assistance to families who 
may be struggling and depend on 
HEAP benefi ts, and encourage all 
eligible households to apply,” said 
Anthony Campagiorni, Vice Pres-
ident of Customer Services and 
Regulatory Affairs.

Campagiorni explained that 
qualifi ed families using electric-
ity or natural gas as their primary 
heating source may receive a reg-
ular HEAP benefi t $350 or more, 
depending on family income and 
size guidelines, applied toward 
their Central Hudson account. 

“In addition to these grants, eli-
gible customers will also receive a 
credit on their utility bills that pro-
vide further assistance in lowering 
their energy costs,” said Campa-
giorni. 

The bill credit is based on the 
type of heating source and income 
level. 

He added that qualifi ed house-
holds receiving a HEAP benefi t for 
non-utility heating fuels such as 
oil, propane, wood/wood pellets, 
kero¬sene, coal or corn are also el-
igible for a monthly credit on their 
electric or non-heating gas bill. 

“We’re happy to provide bill 
discounts to customers who heat 
with these fuels, as well,” said 
Campagiorni. 

Customers should email their 
HEAP Notice of Decision Letter to 
Central Hudson at CareUnit@cen-
hud.com to be enrolled and receive 
the bill credit.

Regular HEAP grants for the 
fall and upcoming winter are avail-
able between now and Mar. 16, 
2020, or until funding is exhaust-
ed. Emergency HEAP grants will 
be available between Jan. 2 and 
Mar. 16, 2020. These benefi ts are 
designed to meet an eligible house-
hold’s immediate energy needs.

An additional benefi t, the 
Heating Equipment Repair or Re-
placement (HERR) program, is 
available to assist income quali-
fi ed homeowners in repairing or 
replacing their primary heating 
equipment when the systems are 
inoper¬able or unsafe. Appli-
cations for HERR are accepted 
through Sept. 30, 2020, or until the 
funding is ex¬hausted.

To apply for HEAP and HERR 
benefi ts, customers may contact 
their local DSS offi ce, call (800) 
342-3009, or visit www.mybene-
fi ts.ny.gov. In¬dividuals who are 
60 and older and do not receive 
Supplemental Nutrition Assistance 
Program (SNAP) benefi ts may 
contact their local Offi ce for the 
Aging to learn of the eligibil¬ity 
requirements by calling 800-342-
9871 or by visiting www.aging.
ny.gov.

For more information on 
HEAP eligibility requirements 
and benefi ts, visit www.Central-
Hudson.com/HEAP or http://otda.
ny.gov/programs/heap/program.
asp; and for more on all of Central 
Hudson’s assistance and billing 
programs, visit www.CentralHud-
son.com, and click on “My Ac-
count.” 

Home heating assistance 
grants now available

HUDSON — Medical and community leaders joined in Hudson 
recently to unveil state-of-the-art 3D breast biopsy technology that 
offi cials at Columbia Memorial Health say will signifi cantly improve 
the diagnosis, treatment and outcomes for breast cancer patients 
Greene and Columbia counties. 

The stereotactic 3D biopsy system, known as Affi rm, will pro-
vide more precise targeting of tissue abnormalities identifi ed through 
CMH’s 3D mammography capabilities, yielding earlier and more 
accurate detection of breast cancer. The technology was acquired 
through the generosity of community members who contributed to 
the Columbia Memorial Health Foundation.

“This life-saving 3D biopsy technology, paired with our 3D mam-
mography service, provides our patients with the most advanced diag-
nostic care available in locations that are comfortable, convenient and 
close to home,” said CMH President and CEO Jay P. Cahalan.

In addition to offering 3D mammography and 3D biopsy services, 
CMH has signifi cantly augmented its radiology and pathology exper-
tise through its affi liation with Albany Medical Center. The Albany 
Med and CMH radiology and pathology services are now fully inte-
grated, which means that mammograms, and all imaging and diagnos-
tic studies, are interpreted by the region’s leading experts.

 “Each year in the U.S. more than 268,000 women are diagnosed 
with breast cancer,” said Tariq Gill, M.D., chief of Radiology at CHM. 
“This technology, now available right here in our community, is a tre-
mendous step forward in our ability to detect and diagnose early stage 
breast cancer, signifi cantly improving the likelihood of successful 
treatment.” 

Columbia Memorial Health Foundation Vice Chair Anne Scho-
maker said: “This technology is truly a gift of life made possible 
through the tremendous generosity of our donors. We are grateful be-
yond words to our supporters who continue to rally around CMH to 
ensure its essential mission can continue and expand.”

CMH unveils 
3D biopsy technology

HANNACROIX — The Hannacroix Rural Cemetery, which is lo-
cated on Route 411 in Dormansville/Westerlo, is seeking donations for 
the 2020 mowing expense for the cemetery.  

Whether you have a loved one buried there or would just like to 
give a donation, it would be greatly appreciated, organizers said. They 
also thank all who have helped in the past. 

Organizers need your help to keep the cemetery maintained. Contri-
butions can be sent to: Hannacroix Rural Cemetery, C/O Linda Smith, 
Treasurer, 115 State Route 143, Westerlo, New York 12193.

Hannacroix Rural 
Cemetery seeks 2020 

mowing donations

The New York State Police 
are warning against a phone scam 
where callers are claiming to be 
state troopers.

During the calls, scammers say 
they are a member of the New York 
State Police and that charges are 
pending against the person. The 
scammers then request money or 
bank information.

Neither the state police, nor any 
agency authorized by it, will ever 
solicit for money or ask for per-
sonal information over the phone, 
according to state police.

The New York State Office of 
the Attorney General investigates 
illegal and questionable telemar-
keting operations in New York 
state.

Anyone who receives a solici-
tation by telephone, mail, email or 
in person, from someone seeking 
money and who claims to be a rep-
resentative or employee of the New 
York State Police, or suggests an 
affiliation with the New York State 
Police, is advised to get as many 
details as possible about the caller 
and to report this to the New York 

State Attorney Generals Charities 
Bureau or the nearest Attorney 
General’s Office.

As a matter of crime prevention, 
state police advise people should be 
wary of solicitors who:

• Do not provide an address or 
phone number;

• Demand immediate payment 
or payment in cash;

• Seem vague as to how contri-
butions will be spent;

• Refuse to provide financial 
information about a charitable or-
ganization; and,

• Appear angry or impatient 
when asked reasonable questions 
about the organization they rep-
resent or the programs for which 
contributions will be used.

State police warn of phone scam from fake state trooper
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By Russell Gloor
For Capital Region Independent Media

Dear Rusty: 
My wife started her Social Security at 62 

in March 2017 and I filed a Restricted Ap-
plication to collect a spouse benefit from her 
shortly thereafter. 

Our plan is for me to file for my own 
Social Security later this year when I turn 
70. Then my wife will file for her spousal 
benefit from me. Our life expectancy is 93 
and 96. 

Is this still the best plan for maximum 
payments? 

Signed: Planning Ahead 
Dear Planning: 
Yes, indeed. You’ve chosen an excellent 

strategy, and one which is no longer avail-
able to younger beneficiaries. The Restrict-
ed Application option you chose, to get only 
spouse benefits and let your own increase, 
was eliminated for anyone born after Jan. 1, 

1954.  
When you turn 70, you will be eligible 

for your maximum SS retirement benefit 
to start at that time. Social Security recom-
mends that you apply about three months 
before you wish benefits to begin (you will 
specify on the application when you want 
benefits to start), so you can apply before 
your birthday if you like but just be sure to 
be explicit that your benefit start-month is 
the month you turn 70. That way, you won’t 
lose any of the Delayed Retirement Cred-
its (DRCs) you’ve been accumulating since 
you reached your full retirement age (FRA) 
of 66. Your benefit at age 70 will be 32% 
more than it would have been at age 66.

Note that when you apply, Social Securi-
ty will probably offer to pay you six months 
of retroactive benefits. Although that lump 
sum can be quite tempting, accepting it will 
also reduce your Social Security benefit 
amount by 4% for the remainder of your 
life. With a life expectancy in your 90s, I 

suggest you choose wisely. 
After you have submitted your applica-

tion for Social Security retirement benefits 
your current spousal benefit will stop as 
soon as your higher benefit starts. After you 
apply for your age 70 benefit, your wife’s 
spousal benefit will be automatically award-
ed when your own benefit begins (automatic 
because she was born after January 1, 1954). 

For information, your wife’s spousal 
benefit will be based upon your full retire-
ment age benefit amount, not the increased 
amount you will receive because you de-
layed until age 70. You should also be aware 
that your wife’s benefit as your spouse 
will be less than 50% of your FRA benefit 
amount because she claimed her own bene-
fit at age 62 (claiming her own benefit early 
affects her spousal benefit amount). 

Nevertheless, with a life expectancy 
in your 90s, you have chosen an excellent 
strategy that will pay you the highest pos-
sible monthly amount and the most in life-

time cumulative benefits, while also provid-
ing the highest possible survivor benefit for 
your wife should you die first. 

Although waiting until age 70 to claim 
isn’t the right decision for everyone, in your 
specific case I congratulate you for making 
a very wise choice.

This article is intended for information 
purposes only and does not represent le-
gal or financial guidance. It presents the 
opinions and interpretations of the AMAC 
Foundation’s staff, trained and accredited 
by the National Social Security Associa-
tion (NSSA). NSSA and the AMAC Foun-
dation and its staff are not affiliated with 
or endorsed by the Social Security Admin-
istration or any other governmental enti-
ty. To submit a question, visit our website 
(amacfoundation.org/programs/social-se-
curity-advisory) or email us at ssadvisor@
amacfoundation.org. 

Is waiting until 70 still the best plan  
to maximize Social Security?

Social Security Matters
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