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COVID-19 death toll 
could reach 240,000

See page 9

We hope you and your fami-
ly are staying healthy and well. 
News about COVID-19 is chang-
ing every day. We do our best to 
ensure that what you read here 
in our print edition is the most 
current information available. 
Please understand that some 
news, particularly the number 
of people affected, has undoubt-
ably changed since we sent this 
paper to the printing presses. We 
encourage you, if possible, to 
visit our Facebook page at www.
facebook.com/greenvillepioneer 
where we are sharing breaking 
news, closings and cancelations. 

To our readers,

Thank you, 
The Greenville Pioneer

By Melanie Lekocevic
Courtesy Columbia-Greene Media

GREENE COUNTY―
Everyone is aware by now 
of mandates to practice so-
cial distancing, hand hygiene 
and other ways of preventing 
transmission of the coronavi-
rus, but here’s a possible dan-
ger you may not have thought 
of — spreading the virus 
through your trash.

Trash disposal was deemed 
an “essential” service by Gov. 
Andrew Cuomo when he put 
strict regulations in place in 
the battle against COVID-19. 
But waste-disposal experts say 
there are risks if garbage is not 
handled and packaged proper-
ly — and that is a concern for 
them.

In Greenville, the town 
recycling center is open, but 
with limited hours. Town res-
idents needing to dispose of 
trash or recyclables can stop 
by the center from 8 a.m. to 
noon on Wednesday and Sat-
urday only.

Mary Barbato, vice presi-
dent of marketing and commu-

nications for Carmen Barbato, 
Inc., a waste disposal company 
serving Greene, Columbia and 
Berkshire counties, said there 
are things everyone should be 
doing to prevent the spread of 
the coronavirus through the 
trash.

People who are infected, or 
may be, are asked to take ex-
tra precautions to protect both 
sanitation workers and the 
community at large, Barbato 
said.

“If you have the corona-
virus or suspect you do, we 
ask that you don’t put your 
garbage out until a week after 

you have been cleared by your 
doctor,” she said.

But everyone is asked to 
take steps to prevent possible 
transmission, infected or not.

“To keep our drivers and 
the community safe, we ask 
that households please make 

sure they are bagging all 
garbage so it makes it to its 
destination, and refrain from 
overfl owing your totes,” said 
company owner Carmen Bar-
bato Jr. “As we know, the virus 
remains on household garbage 
for days, depending on the 
carrier material. For that rea-
son, together we need to mini-

mize the amount of ‘touch’ our 
drivers have on garbage.”

When putting your trash to-
gether for disposal, you should 
double bag it and make sure it 
fi ts securely in your trash can. 
There should be no loose gar-
bage, no loose tissues or paper 
towels included with recycla-
bles, and trash cans should not 
be overfl owing. Drivers will 
only collect trash that is stored 
in the tote, Carmen Barbato 
said.

All recyclables should also 
be rinsed clean, and all liq-
uids should be emptied before 
being placed in the garbage. 
Customers are asked to wear 
gloves when handling their 
trash cans, and sanitize them 
regularly.

“People are not bagging 
their garbage — there are loose 
things like tissues and paper 
towels in with recyclables,” 
Mary Barbato said. “That is 
not sanitary, and it doesn’t be-
long with recyclables. People 
are overstuffi ng their totes — 
please refrain from doing that, 

PHOTO CONTRIBUTED
Trash is a possible danger when it comes to spreading COVID-19.

Trash can pose Trash can pose 
COVID-19 riskCOVID-19 risk

See TRASH, page 10

Schools 
remain 
closed

By Andrea Macko
Greenville Pioneer

GREENVILLE—Schoo l s 
will remain closed statewide 
through mid-April and the state’s 
fi rst temporary hospital was 
completed in New York City on 
Friday as New York remains the 
nation’s epicenter for the novel 
coronavirus, or COVID-19.

Schools will now remain 
closed statewide through April 
15. Schools across New York 
were ordered closed March 18 
through April 1 to be reassessed 
every two weeks. The state’s 
waiver was extended for school 
districts to receive state aid with-
out holding physical classes for 
180 days. 

During this time, schools are 
still required to provide continu-
ity of instruction, meals for stu-
dents and information on avail-
able childcare resources

“We understand the challeng-
es the school closure creates for 
families. Hopefully, this extend-
ed closure will help keep our stu-
dents and community healthier,” 
said Greenville Central School 
District Superintendent Tammy 
Sutherland. “When the District 
receives additional guidance 
concerning the Governor’s Ex-
ecutive Order, we will be able 
to share more details and answer 
additional questions, including 
those surrounding spring break, 
grading, and other regulatory 
requirements. We recognize the 
diffi culties faced by our students 
and families and ask for patience 
during these unprecedented 
times.”

“Our teachers, staff, stu-
dents and families have done an 
amazing job working together to 
keep our students engaged while 
schools are closed. Our caring 
community inspires me with 
their dedication to our students 
and families,” Sutherland added.

“We understand the challeng-
es the school closure creates for 
families. Hopefully, this extend-
ed

closure will help keep our stu-
dents and community healthier as 
we look forward to getting past 
this pandemic and getting back 
to our normal routines,” said 
Cairo-Durham Superintendent of 
Schools Michael Wetherbee. 

“I am incredibly proud of 
our teachers, staff, students and 
parents who have done such an 
amazing job working together to 
keep educating our community’s 
children while school is closed,” 
Wetherbee added. “The innova-
tive ways teachers and staff have 
used to teach, the commitment 
our students have demonstrated 

See SCHOOLS, page 10

By Nora Mishanec
Courtesy of Columbia-Greene Media

GREENE COUNTY―A 
proposed budget amend-
ment that would cut local 
voices out of the solar per-
mitting process is moving 
forward despite pushback 
from Greene and Columbia 
county officials.

Negotiations are con-
tinuing on the proposed 
changes to siting solar and 
wind energy, known as the 
Accelerated Renewable 
Energy Growth and Com-
munity Benefit Act, said 
Jordan Levine, deputy com-
munications director for the 
energy and environment in 
the office of Gov. Andrew 

Cuomo.
“It is impossible to say 

if anything outside the 
normal will get done, but 
renewable energy siting is 
still on the table,” he said.

Since the budget amend-
ment was announced on 
Feb. 21, local officials have 
warned that changing so-
lar siting laws to abolish 
the existing review process 
would violate home rule 
and diminish local author-
ity over land use.

“We would be powerless 
against the state if it pass-
es,” said Coxsackie Town 
Supervisor Rick Hanse.

“We are at the mercy 
of the state whether they 
take it out of the budget, 

and should it pass, the state 
will have complete authori-
ty to override town zoning 
laws,” he said. “If you take 
away a town’s right to have 
charge of zoning, you have 
taken away a good portion 
of the town’s reason to ex-
ist.”

Hanse said local offi-
cials have been lobbying 
lawmakers to debate the 
proposed amendment sep-
arate from budget negotia-
tions, a move supported by 
state Sen. Daphne Jordan, 
R-43.

Changes to the solar sit-
ing process do not belong 
in the state budget, Jordan 

Act would abolish local voice 
in solar review process

Greenville Recycling Center reduces hours

Find the perfect color for any room in your 
home with Ben Moore’s tools! Get started at:
www.GNHlumber.com/PickColor

Greenville • Windham 
www.GNHlumber.com

“To keep our drivers and the community safe, we ask 
that households please make sure they are bagging all 

garbage so it makes it to its destination, and refrain from 
overfl owing your totes. As we know, the virus remains on 

household garbage for days, depending on the carrier 
material. For that reason, together we need to minimize 

the amount of ‘touch’ our drivers have on garbage.”
— CARMEN BARBATO JR., OWNER OF CARMEN BARBATO, INC.

O�  cials are 
concerned that the 
proposed changes 

could accelerate the 
development of solar 
farms across Greene 

and Columbia 
counties, including 

Hecate Energy’s 
proposed 700-acre 

facility in Copake and 
the Flint Mine solar 

project in Coxsackie.
See SOLAR, page 10
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Greenville shows 
its colors

See page 6

Seal of Biliteracy comes to Greene County
By Joanne E. McFadden
The Greenville Pioneer 

Two Cairo-Durham seniors, Aniston 
Keff and Xxaria Makely, made history 
by becoming the first two students at 
their high school to earn the New York 
State Seal of Biliteracy (NYSSB). 

The NYS Legislature established the 
program in 2012 with the goal of en-
couraging and emphasizing the value of 
language study and helping to identify 
multilingual students to colleges and fu-
ture employers. 

To earn the distinction, students have 
to complete upper-level coursework in 
English and a world language with an 
average of 85 percent or better, earn high 
scores on Regents, Advanced Place-
ment, or other accredited “Checkpoint 
C” exams, and complete and present a 
culminating project that demonstrates 
their proficiency in speaking, listening, 
reading, and writing in English and their 
world language. 

The 2015 to 2016 academic year was 
the first year that students in New York 
State earned the Seal. That year, the state 
awarded the Seal to 284 students at 14 
schools for the study of nine different 
world languages. Each year, the program 
has grown. In the 2019 to 2020 school 
year, 4,609 students earned the Seal at 
292 schools in 58 languages. 

Greene County’s Cairo-Durham Cen-
tral School District will be included in 

future statistics. 
The program was one that Cai-

ro-Durham Spanish teacher Lori Miner 
had wanted to institute in the school for 
a few years. She worked in tandem with 
Michelle Reed, Executive Director of 
Learning for the Cairo-Durham Central 
School District, and the pair were able 
to inaugurate the NYSSB program at the 
school this year.

“Figuring out which path would work 
for our students was the first piece,” Min-
er said. Fortunately, Reed had brought 
the program to another school district 
before she came to Cairo-Durham. She 
worked behind the scenes, researching 
and compiling information to show that 
students had the required coursework 
and making sure that the school was fol-
lowing all the protocols required by the 
state so that students could earn the Seal. 

Miner worked directly with students, 
having begun preparing them for the 
program when she became their Span-
ish teacher five years ago. She men-
tored them so that they would be able to 
achieve a high level of mastery in speak-
ing, listening, reading, and writing. The 
students even earned college credit, tak-
ing advanced classes through a program 
with Columbia Greene Community Col-
lege. 

A large part of the program was 
producing and presenting a cultural re-
search project. In fact, deciding what 

Greenville  |  Windham  |  Latham

Simple. Beautiful. Lasting.
Inspired by how you live.

See SEAL, page 15

By Joanne E. McFadden 
The Greenville Pioneer

Clem Hoovler of Freehold was 
just seven years old living in Mer-
rick Long Island old during World 
War II. He started spending week-
ends with his uncle, an old broth-
er to his mother, in the family’s 
backyard, restoring an old Thom-
as-Morse scout plane from World 
War I. “That’s where I learned the 
maintenance of all these airplanes,” 
Hoovler said. “I was eight- or nine-
years old scraping wood longerons 
on these old antique airplanes.” 

When the war ended and avi-
ation returned to everyday life, no 
longer reserved exclusively for mil-
itary use, the pair started fl ying the 
plane in local air shows. “It was an 
interesting time in aviation,” Hoov-
ler said. “After World War II, avia-
tion was bustling all over, and there 
were a lot of airplanes that were left 
over war surplus. I was able to get a 
lot of experience,” he said. 

Along the way, when he was 
just 13, he met his future wife, Rita. 
He was out riding his bike when 

See FLIGHT, page 14

CONTRIBUTED PHOTO
Xxaria Makely (left) and Aniston Keff are the fi rst two students at Cairo-Durham High School to earn the 
New York State Seal of Biliteracy. 

BILINGUAL CAIRO-DURHAM STUDENTS MAKE HISTORY

MORGAN MCFADDEN/GREENVILLE PIONEER 
Clem Hoovler with a plane at the Freehold Airport. Hoovler started working at the 
airport in the early 1960s and purchased it a few years later.

Freehold man recalls Freehold man recalls 
airport’s early daysairport’s early days

HIS LIFE TOOK FLIGHT

Virgil Phinney started Iroquois Aviation 
and the Freehold Airport.

MORGAN MCFADDEN/GREENVILLE PIONEER 
Linda Matthews with Clem Hoovler. Matthews’ father, Virgil Phinney, started the airport and Iroquois Aviation. He 
was killed in a plane crash in 1963.
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By Sarah Trafton
Courtesy of Columbia-Greene Media

PRATTSVILLE—Amid the 
public health crisis wrought by 
COVID-19, the county’s fifth fly-
car joined the system Monday.

Adding the paramedic vehicle, 
which preps patients for transport 
prior to the arrival of an ambu-
lance, was a hotly debated topic in 
the Greene County Legislature in 
2019.

Catskill lawmakers Michael 
Bulich and Matthew Luvera op-
posed the budget amendment be-
cause they did not agree with the 
county footing the bill instead of 
the towns. Catskill has its own Ad-
vanced Life Support ambulance 
system.

Mountaintop officials, includ-
ing Hunter Town Supervisor Daryl 
Legg and Legislator Larry Gardner, 
D-Hunter, argued that the moun-
taintop community was under-
served and that lives on the moun-
tain should be just as important as 
those in the valley towns.

The flycar was added to the 
budget prior to its approval in No-
vember.

“The most important asset 
is not the truck, but our highly 
trained and skilled paramedics led 
by Chief Steve Brucato,” Greene 
County EMS Paramedics President 
Mark Evans said in a statement. 
“Our medics are among the highest 
trained in the region; only the flight 
medics have more training.”

Evans also commended the 
paramedics for continuing to work 
and provide life-saving care to resi-
dents during the pandemic.

“Being a paramedic is stressful 
enough without the added poten-
tial exposure and precautions now 
mandated,” he said.

“Medic 8” is based at the Pratts-

ville Firehouse through an agree-
ment with the fire district.

“It’s a great add to the town, a 
service to the town, mountaintop 
and the county,” Prattsville Deputy 
Town Supervisor Greg Cross said. 
“It was a little bit of an uphill battle 
to get it. There were many people 
involved in making it happen.

“Daryl Legg was instrumental 
in not taking no for an answer. And 
of course we had to have help from 
the county administrator and coun-
ty legislature to make it happen.”

Cross said he believes the new 
flycar will make medical care more 
accessible for the community.

“It’s a win for the mountain-
top,” he said. “There’s not a lot of 
EMS assets up here. This bridges 
the gap from crisis to hospital care. 
We’re happy to have it.”

The flycar is a 2020 Chev-
rolet Tahoe, which cost $45,000 
equipped with lights, siren and 
striping and another $50,000 in 
life-saving equipment. The truck 
carries a cardiac monitor/defibril-
lator, airway/intubation kit, IV kit, 
CPR machine and drug bag with 
nearly all the emergency drugs of 
an emergency room, according to 
Evans.

Cost estimates requested by the 
Legislature showed that the price 
of a new flycar would be around 
$403,000.

The flycar will be paid for in 
2020 by a $60,000 contribution 
from Greene County Emergency 
Medical Services and a $50,000 
State and Municipal Facilities Pro-
gram Grant from the state Assem-
bly. The remaining $303,203 will 
come from the county, according to 
the resolution passed in November.

“We are very pleased that the 
mountaintop towns worked to-
gether to request this truck and the 
Greene County Legislature agreed 

to the additional funding to place 
another medic truck in service,” 
Evans said. “Having this truck 
based in Prattsville helps to provide 
a vital medical asset in an under-
served area.”

The truck will be staffed 24/7, 
365 days per year and has a prima-
ry response area of Prattsville, Lex-
ington and Ashland.

“Greene County EMS uses 
System Status Management, so as 
medic trucks are sent on calls, the 
other available trucks move posi-
tion to be best located for addition-
al calls,” Evans said. “This truck, 
as with any of the medic trucks, 
despite their home base position, 
could end up at any location in the 
county depending on the need.”

Legg and other mountaintop 
officials including Hunter Town 
Councilman Dolph Semenza, 
Lexington Town Supervisor John 
Berger and former Windham Town 
Supervisor Robert Pelham ap-
proached the Legislature in Febru-
ary 2019 about the issue, requesting 
that the current flycar on the moun-
tain be relocated from Windham to 
Hunter and that a second vehicle be 
added.

The officials cited response 
times as the reason for their request.

The response time for the three 
vehicles stationed in the valley 
is nine minutes, Evans said at a 
March 2019 meeting, while the 
mountaintop vehicle’s response 
time is 14 minutes.

In August, Evans confirmed 
that a new location for Medic 9, the 
existing vehicle, had been found in 
the village of Hunter.

The building, at the corner of 
Bridge Street and Route 23A, re-
quired some renovating and Evans 
expects the flycar will be relocated 
by June 1, he said.

Mountaintop gets a second fly car

PHOTO CONTRIBUTED
Pictured from left, Steve Brucato, chief of Greene County Paramedics; Mark Evans, president of Greene County Paramedics; Greg 
Cross, Prattsville town supervisor; and Greene County Paramedics Board members Prattsville Fire Chief Jim Dymond and Prattsville 
Hose Company President Dave Rikard.
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5 —  Junior Prom, Greenville Central School Dis-
trict, Greenville High School Campus
5 — Plant Sale and Flea Market, Clematis Garden 
Club, 9 a.m. to 12 p.m. Perennials, annuals, shrubs, 
crafts and antiques...reasonable prices! GNH Park-
ing Lot, Greenville
ay, June  5 from 10 a.m. to  1 p.m.
5  — Durham Town Annual Meeting, Town of 
Durham, 10:30 a.m., Brandow Park
7 — Town Board Meeting, Town of Cairo, 7 p.m., 
Cairo Town Hall
8 — 8 Library Board of Trustees Meeting, Cairo Pub-
lic Library, 11 a.m. to noon, open to public. 
10 — Drawing Using Live Model, Cairo Public Li-
brary, 4:30-7:30 p.m., w/ Ruth Leonard. For teens/
adults Please register at 518-622-986
10 — Book Discussion  “We Were The Lucky Ones” 
Georgia Hunter, 1 p.m, Middleburgh Library
Inspired by the incredible true story of one Jewish 
family separated at the start of World War II, deter-
mined to survive—and to reunite—”We Were the 
Lucky Ones” is a tribute to the triumph of hope and 
love against all odds.  Registration: http://engaged-
patrons.org/EventsRegister.cfm?SiteID=8615&Bra

nchID=1000002782&Branch=Middleburgh%20Li-
brary&EventID=426119&PK=
10  —  Board of Education Meeting, Cairo-Durham 
CSD, 6 p.m. to  7 p.m.
14 & 21 —  Acrylic Painting Workshop, 4 p.m. to  6 
p.m., Heermance Memorial Library. This Workshop 
is a series of 2 classes. Instructor Anne D’Arcangelis  

For adults All materials included. Class for begin-
ners. Students will work with acrylics on stretched 
canvas. Learning basic theory in mixing colors, 
placement, and brush strokes will be given while 
encouraging students to develop their own style. 
Subject matter will be a rustic barn scene. Due to 
Covid-19 safety concerns, the class will be limited 
to a small number of participants. Everyone will be 
socially distanced and required to wear a mask at 
all times. Hand sanitizer will be available. Sharing 
of materials will be limited as much as possible.  
14  —  Board of Education Business Meeting, 
Greenville Central School District, 6 p.m. to  7 p.m., 
MS/HS Library
14  —  Middleburgh Library Board of Trustees 
Meeting, Middleburgh Library, 6-7 p.m., Please join 
us!  The public is welcome to attend.
16  —  June Rabies Clinic, Town of Cairo, 5 p.m. to  7 
p.m., Angelo Canna Town Park
16  —  Tow Board Meeting and Library Meeting, 
Town of Cairo, 6:30 p.m. to  7:00 p.m.
16  —  Town Board Workshop, Town of Cairo, 7 p.m.

For over 30 years, the Carver Company’s Core Competencies consist of General & Marine Construction, Sand and Gravel Mining, Property Management, Port, Stevedoring, Termi-
nal & Warehouse Management, Maritime and Logistics, and Tug and Barge Marine Towing. 

We strive to inspire our diverse, well-rounded work force and management team to always perform at the highest levels of safety and professionalism. We deliver service by main-
taining a reputation where our unquestionable Values of honesty and integrity drive our actions on and o�  the job.

494 Western Turnpike, Altamont, NY  •  Phone: 518.355.6034 • www.carvercompanies.com
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MORE THAN

By Bill Williams
Courtesy of Columbia-Greene Media 

EAST DURHAM — Seven animals 
died in a fi re that authorities said May 20 
was intentionally set. 

Walter L. Clickman, 48, of East 
Durham, faces an array of arson and an-
imal cruelty charges, said Beau Duffy, 
state police director of public informa-
tion. 

Clickman was charged with third-de-
gree arson, a class C felony, and seven 
counts of torturing and injuring animals 
under New York state’s Agriculture and 
Markets laws, all class A misdemeanors, 
Duffy said. 

Firefi ghters pour water on a Durham 
home after the owner allegedly set it on 

fi re the morning of May 20, police said. 
Bill Williams/Colum Greene Media The 
Greene County Fire Investigation Team 
and state police ruled the fi re was inten-
tionally set, Duffy said. But police did 
not say what was used to start the blaze.

The remains of three pigs and four 
chickens were discovered inside the 
home after the fi re was extinguished, 
Duffy said. 

At about 8:06 a.m., Greene County 
911 sent Oak Hill-Durham Fire Compa-
ny to 266 Brown Road, after a neighbor 
reported a possible house on fi re, with 
smoke coming from the residence. 

When the fi rst fi refi ghters arrived on 
the scene, they reported the one-story, 
wood-frame house was fully engulfed in 
fl ames and requested mutual-aid assis-

tance from neighboring fi re companies. 
East Durham and Tri-Village Fire Com-
panies responded with additional man-
power. 

Crews went to work extinguishing the 
stubborn blaze. A site was set up to fi ll 
tankers on Shady Glen Road, about half 
a mile away. 

Central Hudson Gas and Electric 
was requested to the scene to disconnect 
power to the home.

The fi re was declared out after 10 
a.m., but Oak Hill-Durham fi refi ghters 
were called back to the scene about three 
hours later when the fi re rekindled. 

Clickman was arraigned in Durham 
Town Court and released on his own 
recognizance pending a future court ap-
pearance. 

There were no reported injuries to 
fi refi ghters, Duffy said. 

Assisting at the fi re were Durham 
Ambulance, state police, Greene County 
Sheriff’s Offi ce, Town of Durham Police 
and the Greene County Fire Coordina-
tor’s Offi ce. 

Under New York Penal Law, a person 
is guilty of third-degree arson when he 
intentionally damages a building or mo-
tor vehicle by starting a fi re or causing an 
explosion. Third-degree arson carries a 
maximum sentence of 15 years in prison. 

The maximum sentence for torturing 
and injuring animals, under state Agri-
culture and Markets law, is two years in 
prison, Ron Perez, president/CEO of the 
Columbia Greene Humane Society, said 
Thursday.

Police: Durham man intentionally set fi re 
that killed 7 animals

The Greenville Pioneer wants to 
hear from you. Send information 

about upcoming events and news to 
news@greenvillepioneer.com. 

For information and questions, 
please call 518-366-9918. 

WE WANT TO HEAR 
FROM YOU!
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Police Blotter
Editor’s Note: A charge is not a 
conviction. All persons listed are in-
nocent until proven guilty in a court 
of law. Charges can be amended or 
dismissed.

■ Julie B. Jacobs, 63, of 
Wallkill was arrested at 2:06 p.m. 
May 11 in Lloyd and charged 
with second-degree criminal 
contempt, a class A misdemean-
or. She was issued an appearance 
ticket. 

■ Christopher Vantassell, 
28, of Accord was arrested at 
5:55 p.m. May 11 in Wawarsing 
and charged with third-degree 
criminal mischief, a class E felo-
ny. He was issued an appearance 
ticket. 

■ Benjamin Z. Frenkel, 
37, of Brooklyn was arrested at 
4:30 p.m. May 11 in Wawarsing 
and charged with third-degree 
criminal possession of a forged 
instrument, a class A misde-
meanor. He was issued an ap-
pearance ticket. 

■ Lizandra Gonzalez, 
28, of Catskill was arrested at 
10 p.m. May 11 in the Village 
of Catskill and charged with 
fi rst-degree identity theft, a class 
D felony. She was released on 
her own recognizance. 

■ Mark A. Agosto, 40, 
of Tannersville was arrested at 
8:50 a.m. May 11 in the Village 
of Tannersville and charged with 
second-degree menacing, a class 
A misdemeanor, second-degree 
criminal trespassing, a class A 
misdemeanor, third-degree crim-
inal mischief, a class E felony, 
petit larceny, a class A misde-
meanor, and fourth-degree crim-
inal possession of a weapon, a 
class A misdemeanor. He was 
issued an appearance ticket.

■ Darin M. Byrne, 56, 
of Palenville was arrested at 
8:26 p.m. May 12 in the Town 
of Catskill and charged with 
fi rst-degree aggravated unli-
censed operation of a motor ve-
hicle, a class E felony, and driv-
ing while intoxicated a class D 
Felony and aggravated driving 
while intoxicated; per-se a class 
D felony. He was held. 

■ Tanya G. Youmans, 37, 
of Wallkill was arrested at 12:45 
p.m. May 13 in the Town of Plat-
tekill and charged with criminal 
mischief with intent to damage 
property, a class A misdemeanor. 
She was released on her own re-
cognizance. 

■ James B. Brown, 55, 
of Durham was arrested at 7:40 
a.m. on May 13 in the Town of 
Cairo and charged with aggravat-
ed driving while intoxicated; per 
se an unclassifi ed misdemeanor, 
and driving while intoxicated an 
unclassifi ed misdemeanor. He 
was issued an appearance ticket. 

■ Christopher J. Stokes, 

45, of Kingston was arrested 
at 10:24 p.m. on May 13 in the 
Town of Kingston and charged 
with the manufacturing of 
drug-related paraphernalia, a 
class A misdemeanor, and sev-
enth-degree criminal possession 
of a controlled substance, a class 
A misdemeanor. He was issued 
an appearance ticket. 

■ Marcus D. Diduch, 64, 
of Medusa was arrested at 8:31 
p.m. on May 13 in the Town of 
Greenville and charged with 
second-degree criminal imper-
sonation a class A misdemeanor, 
second-degree obstructing gov-
ernmental administration, a class 
A misdemeanor, fi rst-degree ag-
gravated Unlicensed Operation a 
class E felony, aggravated driv-
ing while intoxicated; per se an 
unclassifi ed misdemeanor and 
driving while intoxicated an un-
classifi ed misdemeanor. He was 
held. 

■ Unique E. Carter, 45, of 
Albany was arrested at 1:53 a.m. 
on May 14 in The Town of New 
Baltimore and charged with and 
charged with the manufacturing 
of drug-related paraphernalia, a 
class A misdemeanor, and sev-
enth-degree criminal possession 
of a controlled substance, a class 
A misdemeanor. She was issued 
an appearance ticket. 

■ Miguela A. Vasquez, 
22, of the Bronx was arrested at 
2:57 a.m. on May 15 in the vil-
lage of New Paltz, and charged 
with driving while intoxicated; 
per se a class A misdemeanor 
and driving while intoxicated, a 
class A misdemeanor. He was is-
sued an appearance ticket. 

■ Ayala C. Guttman, 22, 
of Brooklyn was arrested at 1:45 
a.m. on May 15 in the Town of 
Wawarsing and charged with 
seventh-degree criminal posses-
sion of a controlled substance, 
a class A misdemeanor, and 
fourth-degree criminal posses-
sion of a weapon, a class A mis-
demeanor, and operating a motor 
vehicle while impaired by drugs, 
an unclassifi ed misdemeanor. 
She was issued an appearance 
ticket. 

■ Yekusiel D. Adler, 21, 
of Brooklyn was arrested at 1:45 
a.m. on May 15, in the Town of 
Wawarsing, and charged with 
two counts of seventh-degree 
criminal possession of a con-
trolled substance, a class A mis-
demeanor and fourth-degree 
criminal possession of a con-
trolled substance, a class C felo-
ny. He was issued an appearance 
ticket. 

■ Amber C. Akins, 40 of 
Saugerties was arrested at 2:30 
a.m. May 15 in the Town of 
Cairo and charged with second 
degree murder, a class A felony. 

She was held.
■ Kyle R. Stratton, 30, 

of Gansevoort was arrested at 
12:44 a.m. May 15 in the Town 
of Catskill, and charged with 
manufacturing of drug-related 
paraphernalia, a class A misde-
meanor, and two counts of sev-
enth degree criminal possession 
of a controlled substance, a class 
A misdemeanor. He was issued 
an appearance ticket. 

■ Shannon Kipp, 29, of 
Hudson was arrested at 12:44 
a.m. May 15 in the Town of 
Catskill, and charged with man-
ufacturing of drug-related para-
phernalia, a class A misdemean-
or, and seventh-degree criminal 
possession of a controlled sub-
stance, a class A misdemeanor, 
and tampering with physical 
evidence, a class E felony, and 
fi fth-degree criminal possession 
of a controlled substance, a class 
D felony. She was issued an ap-
pearance ticket. 

■ Helena Tenorio, 54, of 
Ulster Park was arrested at 6:44 
p.m. on May 15 in the Town 
of Esopus and charged with 
third-degree unauthorized use of 
a vehicle, a class A misdemean-
or, and driving while intoxicat-
ed, an unclassifi ed misdemeanor. 
She was issued an appearance 
ticket. 

■ John E. Devoll, 48, of 
Kingston was arrested at 6:44 
p.m. on May 15 in the Town 
of Esopus, and charged with 
third-degree unauthorized use of 
a vehicle, a class A misdemean-
or, and driving while intoxicated, 
an unclassifi ed misdemeanor. He 

was issued an appearance ticket. 
■ Donna L. Howell, 59, 

of Durham was arrested at 10:55 
a.m. May 15 in the Town of Cai-
ro and charged with seventh-de-
gree criminal possession of a 
controlled substance, a class A 
misdemeanor. She was issued an 
appearance ticket. 

■ Dustin B. Hager, 39, of 
Athens was arrested at 6:58 p.m. 
May 15 in the Town of Catskill 
and charged with; fourth-degree 
criminal possession of stolen 
property, a class E felony, four 
counts of seventh-degree crim-
inal possession of a controlled 
substance, a class A misdemean-
or, fi rst-degree aggravated unli-
censed operation of a motor ve-
hicle a class E felony and driving 
while intoxicated, and unclassi-
fi ed misdemeanor. He was issued 
an appearance ticket. 

■ Brian S. Gammons, 35, 
of Catskill was arrested at 10:05 
p.m. May 15 in the Village of 
Coxsackie and charged with the 
manufacturing of drug-related 
paraphernalia, a class A misde-
meanor, and two counts of sev-
enth-degree criminal possession 
of a controlled substance, a class 
A misdemeanor. He was issued 
an appearance ticket. 

■ Ethel M. Bagley, 51, 
of Ravena was arrested at 10:05 
p.m. May 15 in the Village of 
Coxsackie and charged with 
charged with the manufacturing 
of drug-related paraphernalia, a 
class A misdemeanor, and two 
counts of seventh-degree crim-
inal possession of a controlled 
substance, a class A misdemean-

or and second-degree criminal 
use of drug paraphernalia, a class 
A misdemeanor. She was issued 
an appearance ticket. 

■ Jennifer R. Pascuzzi, 
36, of Coxsackie was arrested at 
9:50 p.m. May 15 in the Village 
of Coxsackie and charged with 
two counts of seventh-degree 
criminal possession of a con-
trolled substance, a class A mis-
demeanor, and fi fth-degree crim-
inal possession of a controlled 
substance, a class D felony. She 
was issued an appearance ticket. 

■ Joseph P. Casholle, 22, 
of Cairo was arrested at 2:43 
a.m. May 16 in the Town of Cox-
sackie, and charged with driving 
while intoxicated; per se, and 
driving while intoxicated, both 
unclassifi ed misdemeanors. He 
was issued an appearance ticket. 

■ Thomas J. Blyden, 24, 
of Romulus was arrested at 5:38 
p.m. May 17 in the Town of Wa-
terloo and charged with aggra-
vated harassment of an employ-
ee by an inmate, a class E felony. 
He was held. 

■ Jimmy L. Scott, 56, of 
Wappingers Falls was arrested at 
2:10 a.m. May 18 in the Village 
of Monticello and charged with 
criminal possession of a con-
trolled substance in the seventh 
degree, a class A misdemeanor, 
driving while intoxicated; per 
se, an unclassifi ed misdemeanor, 
and driving while intoxicated, an 
unclassifi ed misdemeanor. He 
was issued an appearance ticket.
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Police Blotter
Editor’s Note: A charge is not a 
conviction. All persons listed are 
innocent until proven guilty in 
a court of law. Charges can be 
amended or dismissed.

n James Rancourt, 37, of 
Acra was arrested April 30 and 
charged with second-degree 
burglary, a felony, fifth degree 
criminal possession of stolen 
property, a misdemeanor, and 
fourth degree criminal posses-
sion of a weapon, a misdemean-
or. He is scheduled to appear in 
Cairo Town Court.
n Matthew D. Rinaldo, 25, 

of Freehold, was arrested April 
19 in Catskill and charged with 
operating a motor vehicle with 
a blood-alcohol content greater 
than 0.08% and driving while 
intoxicated, both unclassified 
misdemeanors. He was issued 
an appearance ticket.
n Robert E. Lambert, 31, of 

Cairo, was arrested April 21 in 
Cairo and charged with first-de-
gree criminal contempt and ag-
gravated family offense, both 
class E felonies. He was held.
n Connie M. Akersloot, 61, 

of Leeds, was arrested April 16 
in Cairo and charged with vio-
lating environmental conserva-
tion laws, an unclassified mis-
demeanor. She was issued an 
appearance ticket.
n Danielle S. McKenna, 38, 

of Cairo, was arrested April 22 
in Cairo and charged with sev-
enth-degree criminal posses-
sion of a controlled substance, 
a class A misdemeanor. She was 
issued an appearance ticket.
n Katie S. Stein, 28, of West 

Coxsackie, was arrested April 
22 in Athens and charged with 
driving while ability impaired 
by alcohol and driving while 
intoxicated, both unclassified 
misdemeanors. She was issued 
an appearance ticket.
n Melissa A. Moon, 42, of 

Cairo, was arrested April 17 in 
Cairo and charged with aggra-
vated unlicensed operation of a 
motor vehicle, an unclassified 
misdemeanor; failure to obey a 
traffic device, an equipment vio-
lation, and using her turn signal 
less than 100 feet from a turn, 
all infractions. She was issued 

an appearance ticket.
n Michael Manchur, Jr., 54, 

of Freehold, was arrested April 
22 in Freehold and charged with 
third-degree criminal mischief, 
a class E felony; resisting arrest 
and second-degree obstruction 
of governmental administration, 
both class A misdemeanors; and 
disorderly conduct, a violation. 
He was issued an appearance 
ticket.
n Rhett B. Butler, 36, of 

Albany, was arrested April 22 
in New Baltimore and charged 
with petty larceny, a class A 
misdemeanor and third-degree 
criminal trespass, a class B mis-
demeanor. He was issued an ap-
pearance ticket.
n Laurent Danthine, 47, 

of Sloansville, was arrested 
April 22 in New Baltimore 
and charged with petty larce-
ny, a class A misdemeanor, and 
third-degree criminal trespass, 
a class B misdemeanor. He was 
issued an appearance ticket.
n Robert E. Lambert, 31, of 

Cairo, was arrested April 25 in 
Cairo and charged with first-de-
gree criminal contempt and ag-
gravated family offense, both 
class E felonies. He was issued 
an appearance ticket.
n Anthony J. Beaudoin, 45, 

of Coxsackie, was arrested April 
25 in Coxsackie and charged 
with operating a motor vehicle 
with a blood-alcohol content 
greater than 0.08% with a prior 
conviction, a class E felony, and 
driving while intoxicated, an 
unclassified misdemeanor. He 
was issued an appearance ticket.
n Austin T. Hollister, 21, of 

Purling, was arrested at 3:30 
a.m. April 27 in Saugerties and 
charged with operation of a mo-
tor vehicle while impaired by 
drugs, an unclassified misde-
meanor. He was issued an ap-
pearance ticket.

AMERIPRISE FINANCIAL SERVICES, INC.
5 Palisades Dr. Ste.320  |  Albany, NY 12205

Not all financial companies are the same.
Ameriprise financial advisors have access to a wide selection of products 

and services including investment products, insurance, brokerage services 
and other solutions to help you meet your needs for education savings, 

protection, estate planning, retirement and more.

RECOGNIZED INDUSTRY LEADER

www.Ameripriseadvisors.com/team/sm-miller-associates/resources

O: 518.458.7200 x 109  |  F: 518.458.7201  |  M: 518.337.0898

UNITED
WITH YOU
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Better TV  
Our Promise to You

Offer expires 7/15/20. Restrictions apply. Call for details.

Smart HD DVR included.

AMERICA’S TOP 120

Great entertainment 
with a local touch.

190 $5999/mo.
Channels

HI-TECH ADVISERS
(888) 729-4907
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Police Blotter
Editor’s Note: A charge is not a 
conviction. All persons listed are 
innocent until proven guilty in 
a court of law. Charges can be 
amended or dismissed.

n James Rancourt, 37, of 
Acra was arrested April 30 and 
charged with second-degree 
burglary, a felony, fifth degree 
criminal possession of stolen 
property, a misdemeanor, and 
fourth degree criminal posses-
sion of a weapon, a misdemean-
or. He is scheduled to appear in 
Cairo Town Court.
n Matthew D. Rinaldo, 25, 

of Freehold, was arrested April 
19 in Catskill and charged with 
operating a motor vehicle with 
a blood-alcohol content greater 
than 0.08% and driving while 
intoxicated, both unclassified 
misdemeanors. He was issued 
an appearance ticket.
n Robert E. Lambert, 31, of 

Cairo, was arrested April 21 in 
Cairo and charged with first-de-
gree criminal contempt and ag-
gravated family offense, both 
class E felonies. He was held.
n Connie M. Akersloot, 61, 

of Leeds, was arrested April 16 
in Cairo and charged with vio-
lating environmental conserva-
tion laws, an unclassified mis-
demeanor. She was issued an 
appearance ticket.
n Danielle S. McKenna, 38, 

of Cairo, was arrested April 22 
in Cairo and charged with sev-
enth-degree criminal posses-
sion of a controlled substance, 
a class A misdemeanor. She was 
issued an appearance ticket.
n Katie S. Stein, 28, of West 

Coxsackie, was arrested April 
22 in Athens and charged with 
driving while ability impaired 
by alcohol and driving while 
intoxicated, both unclassified 
misdemeanors. She was issued 
an appearance ticket.
n Melissa A. Moon, 42, of 

Cairo, was arrested April 17 in 
Cairo and charged with aggra-
vated unlicensed operation of a 
motor vehicle, an unclassified 
misdemeanor; failure to obey a 
traffic device, an equipment vio-
lation, and using her turn signal 
less than 100 feet from a turn, 
all infractions. She was issued 

an appearance ticket.
n Michael Manchur, Jr., 54, 

of Freehold, was arrested April 
22 in Freehold and charged with 
third-degree criminal mischief, 
a class E felony; resisting arrest 
and second-degree obstruction 
of governmental administration, 
both class A misdemeanors; and 
disorderly conduct, a violation. 
He was issued an appearance 
ticket.
n Rhett B. Butler, 36, of 

Albany, was arrested April 22 
in New Baltimore and charged 
with petty larceny, a class A 
misdemeanor and third-degree 
criminal trespass, a class B mis-
demeanor. He was issued an ap-
pearance ticket.
n Laurent Danthine, 47, 

of Sloansville, was arrested 
April 22 in New Baltimore 
and charged with petty larce-
ny, a class A misdemeanor, and 
third-degree criminal trespass, 
a class B misdemeanor. He was 
issued an appearance ticket.
n Robert E. Lambert, 31, of 

Cairo, was arrested April 25 in 
Cairo and charged with first-de-
gree criminal contempt and ag-
gravated family offense, both 
class E felonies. He was issued 
an appearance ticket.
n Anthony J. Beaudoin, 45, 

of Coxsackie, was arrested April 
25 in Coxsackie and charged 
with operating a motor vehicle 
with a blood-alcohol content 
greater than 0.08% with a prior 
conviction, a class E felony, and 
driving while intoxicated, an 
unclassified misdemeanor. He 
was issued an appearance ticket.
n Austin T. Hollister, 21, of 

Purling, was arrested at 3:30 
a.m. April 27 in Saugerties and 
charged with operation of a mo-
tor vehicle while impaired by 
drugs, an unclassified misde-
meanor. He was issued an ap-
pearance ticket.
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Send us your church listing!
news@greenville

pioneer.com

TCB Energy, LLC
FUEL OIL, DIESEL & KEROSENE

Joseph DeGennaro, Owner 
WESTERLO, NY

Call us for pricing 
and delivery schedule

Family Owned & Operated

QUALITY FUELS AT 
AFFORDABLE PRICES

518-708-4820518-708-4820
OR OR 518-470-8334518-470-8334

24 HOUR BURNER SERVICE
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Come and meet Janice, Lynn, Gail and Vickie
And welcome new stylist, Brittney Blake to our team.

4841 State Route 81, Greenville, NY  12083
518-966-8349

Jan’s Country Cuts

Grand Opening

Thursday, November 14TH

9:30am-5:00pm

Janice Mahoney, new owner of 
Jan’s Country Cuts, in Greenville

would like to invite you to their grand opening!

Normal hours Wednesday-Saturdays  Opens at 9:30am

REFRESHMENTS WILL BE SERVED — ALL ARE WELCOME!
Come and meet Janice, Lynn, Gail and Vickie!

4841 State Route 81, Greenville, NY  12083
518-966-8349
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HAIRCUTS • HIGHLIGHTING • WAXING • COLOR 
PERM/BODY WAVE • SPECIAL OCCASIONS

The future of our country depends 
on the ability of journalists to 
provide the public with 
investigative journalism.

Help show your support for quality,
investigative journalism:

Donate to the International
Consortium of Investigative
Journalists today

https://donate.icij.org/

Real, Reputable, 
Trusted. Your News 
Media.

www.newsmediaalliance.org 

THIS PUBLICATION 
SUPPORTS REAL 
NEWS.

THE PUBLIC NEEDS THE TRUTH;
NOT SOCIAL MEDIA HEADLINES & FAKE NEWS.

#SupportRealNews

www.franciscoequipment.com      518-756-2116
2154 Rt. 9W / P.O. Box 279 • Ravena, NY  12143-0279

We Carry Chippewa Boots &
 Georgia Steel Toe Work Boots

Construction and 
Industrial Equipment

Come and meet Janice, Lynn, Gail and Vickie
And welcome new stylist, Brittney Blake to our team.
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Thursday, November 14TH

9:30am-5:00pm

Janice Mahoney, new owner of 
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REFRESHMENTS WILL BE SERVED — ALL ARE WELCOME!
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Grand Opening

Thursday, November 14TH
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EFRESHMENTS WILL BE SERVED LL ARE WELCOME
Dr. Dorothy Urschel

HUDSON – Columbia Memo-
rial Health last week announced 
the selection of Dorothy M. Ur-
schel as its new chief operating 
officer. 

Dr. Urschel is an experienced 
health care executive who has 
held senior clinical and admin-
istrative leadership posts in nu-
merous health care organizations, 
most recently at St. Peter’s Health 
Partners as vice president of oper-
ations and chief nursing officer at 
Albany Memorial Hospital, and 
vice president of Cardiac and Vas-
cular Services.

An accomplished clinician, 
administrator and academic, Ur-
schel is an acute care and family 
nurse practitioner. She also holds 
a master’s degree in business ad-
ministration. She replaces Karen 
Tassey, who retired after serving 
as CMH’s chief operating officer 
for the past seven years. 

“Dorothy Urschel is a dynam-
ic leader and highly experienced 
caregiver who has consistently 
demonstrated an ability to lead 
and succeed with a ‘patient first’ 
perspective,” said CMH Presi-
dent and CEO Jay P. Cahalan. 
“The complexities of health care 
system operations are numerous, 
but the imperative remains that 
all of our efforts are centered on 
delivering high-quality and com-
passionate care to our patients. 
Dorothy will be a key player in 
our commitment to that mission.”

In addition to her clinical and 

administrative leadership posts 
at St. Peter’s, Dr. Urschel has 
held leadership positions at West-
chester Medical Center, Kaleida 
Health and Roswell Park Cancer 
Institute, among others. An aca-
demic leader and teacher, she has 
served as an associate professor, 
adjunct faculty member and clin-
ical speaker at leading schools of 
nursing.

“Columbia Memorial Health 
has evolved to become a compre-
hensive health care provider for 
Columbia and Greene Counties,” 
Urschel said. “And being a part 
of the Albany Med Health System 
provides unparalleled access to an 
expansive array of specialty care 
services. I’m very excited to be 
part of a caring and highly experi-
enced team of professionals.” 

Columbia Memorial 
Health announces  

new COO
Dorothy Urschel to join executive 

leadership team
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AUTO & 
TIRE SERVICE

Proudly Serving Our Community For Four Generations

518-756-3127
(Fax) 518-756-2900
info@CA-Albright.com 
www.ca-albright.com

GARAGE LOCATION: 

13640 Route 9W 
(Corner of 9W & 144) 

Hannacroix, NY 12087

Monday - Friday: 8am - 5pm • Saturday: 8am - Noon

• Full service Garage
• Alignment, Brakes, 
     Shocks, Transmision, 
     Diagnostics
• Firefi ghters “Thank You” 
     discount — 10% off 
     auto service

Buy 4 Continental
or General Tires

Get FREE Rotation
for ONE YEAR when 
you come in for an 

Oil Change

HEATING 
&  COOLING 

SYSTEMS
• Upgrading to energy-
     effi cient systems can save 
     you up to 30% on your 
     utility bills’
• Boiler, Hot Air, A/C 
     & Heat Pump Systems
• Service support 
     unparalleled in area
• The latest, greatest 
     Greenest technology 
     available
• Rebates available on 
     select systems
• Both York and Trio have 
     quiet, effi cient burners

FUEL OIL
• Consistently Low Prices
• 24-Hour Emergency 
     Service
• Flexible Budget Plans
• Automatic Delivery - Worry 
     and hassle free!
• Professional, Dependable 
     and courteous drivers
• Clean and Effi cient 
     High-Grade Heating Oil

Formula for success 
is very simple!  

Low Prices + Quality Fuel Oil
+ Great Service = 

HAPPY CUSTOMERS!

Facebook.com/CAAlbrights • Convenient Online Bill Pay
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WE ACCEPT

BUY 2
GET 1
FREE

and

Infrared 
FIT Bodywrap® 

Benefits can include weight loss, 
cellulite reduction, pain relief, 
relaxation, skin rejuvenation, 

and detoxification!

Tanning
One Month Package

Tanning made 
easy and hassle-free. 

We have both a 
tanning bed and a booth.

BUY 2
GET 1
FREE

and

(518) 731-2559

Salon 255 LTD is a state of the art salon offering a full menu of services 
in a warm and luxurious atmosphere. Our professional, friendly staff 
are trained in the latest trends and are always advancing their 
education. In an industry that is forever changing, it is our priority to 
always provide a superior experience!

With a variety of offerings and services to choose from, we’re sure you 
will be happy working with us. We are looking forward to working with 
you and helping you look fabulous!

TUESDAY-FRIDAY 10am-6pm
SATURDAY 9am-2pm

SUNDAY Closed
MONDAY Closed

You look fabulous!
SALON 255 LTD

salon255ltd.com

255 Mansion Street
Coxsackie, NY

Specials

“Journalism keeps you planted in the earth.”

#SupportRealNews

- Ray Bradbury

LITTLE THINGS BECOME

GREATER

RIVER MOUNTAIN VALLEY

Think you can order takeout from the dozens of local 
restaurants participating in Takeout Month this February in 
Greene County? Support local businesses and get mouth-
watering specials from your favorite places.

February is Takeout Month 
in Greene County!

Find a list of participating restaurants at 
www.greatnortherncatskills.com/takeout-month-catskills

www.facebook.com/GreenvillePioneer

Help us out with a future story. Are 
you thinking of  taking a vacation? 

Where are you going? Are you trav-
eling to a COVID-postponed destina-
tion or a new one? Share your plans 

by sending an email to 
news@greenvillepioneer.com. Be 

sure to include your phone number. 

For information and questions, 
please call 518-366-9918. 

(We need to have announcements 
at least two weeks in advance.)

WE WANT TO HEAR 
FROM YOU!

Obituaries
Dolores Smith

CATSKILL - Dolores Smith 
passed away on Sunday May 
16, 2021 at Greene Meadows, 
Catskill at the age of 94. Dee 
was born in Catskill to the late 
Anna Oswald and James Burton 
Williams on June 24, 1926. 
Dolores had many nicknames. 
She was known as Dee, Mom, 
Gram, Nanny and most recent 
nickname was Momma Dee at 
Greene Meadows. She worked 
at Becker Electronics in East 
Durham for 36 years. 

Dolores is survived by son, 
Donald Smith (Linda); daughter 
in law Anna Smith; grandchildren 
Donald Smith, Jr. (Shannon), 
Rhonda Armour (Nicholas), 
Wayne (Kelly Sweeney) Smith, Mi-
chelle (Tony) Smith-Ferraro, Do-
lores Stislow (Frank); and great 

grandchildren Donald III (DJ) and 
Emma Smith, Wyatt Beaumont, 
Samantha Stislow, and Paul and 
Troy Armour. She is also survived 
by her sister Lorraine Bloom. 

She was predeceased by her 
Husband of 38 years Clayton, 

Sr., son Marvin, daughter in law 
Ralene, and son Clayton Jr. 

The family would like to thank 
everyone at Greene Meadows for 
the loving care given to Dolores 
(Momma Dee) while she was 
with them.

Visitation was held on Thurs-
day, May 20 from 11am to 
12:30pm with a funeral service 
at 12:30pm at A.J. Cunningham 
Funeral Home, 4898 State Route 
81, Greenville, NY 12083. Burial 
took place at Manorkill Cemetery 
following the service. In lieu of 
fl owers, donations can be made 
to either the Asbury United Meth-
odist Church, PO Box 599, Green-
ville, NY 12083 or to a charity of 
one’s choice. Condolences can 
be posted at ajcunninghamfh.
com.

Dolores Smith

Stanley T. Morby
FREEHOLD – Stanley T. Morby, 

80, passed away peacefully on 
Thursday, May 27, 2021 in the 
Community Hospice Inn at St. 
Peter’s Hospital.  Born on Febru-
ary 20, 1941 in Albany, he was 
a son of the late William and 
Jennie Dayter Morby.  Stan was 
a 60 year resident of Freehold, 
building his own home.  He was 
a self-employed building con-
tractor for many years, building 
many Dairy Queen restaurants.  
He later retired from Story’s 
Nursery in Freehold.  Stan 
was an avid antique car and 
truck enthusiast, and enjoyed 
attending car shows.  He loved 
to garden, and take care of his 
lawn.

Stan is survived by his son, 
Stanley T. (Larissa) Morby, and 
his beloved grand-daughter, 

the light of his life, Lorelei Hazel 
Morby; siblings, Patricia Harbeck 
and Raymond A. Morby; sisters-
in-law, Harriet Morby, Ila Mae 
Morby, and Jacqueline Morby; 
many nieces and nephews.  In 
addition to his parents, Stan was 

predeceased by his beloved wife, 
Hazel Bahr Morby on January 29, 
2009; and his siblings, Dolores 
Luck, James, Robert, John, 
Lawrence, Richard, and Gerald 
Morby, Mary Blaisdell, and Gloria 
Northrup.

Calling hours will be Saturday, 
June 5th from 9:30 until 11 
a.m. at A.J. Cunningham Funeral 
Home, 4898 State Route 81, 
Greenville.  A funeral service 
will be conducted at 11 a.m., 
followed by burial alongside his 
wife Hazel in Freehold Ceme-
tery.  In lieu of fl owers, memorial 
donations to Community Hospice 
of Albany-Inn at St. Peter’s, 
Gift Processing Center, 310 
South Manning Blvd., Albany, 
NY 12208 will be appreciated.  
Condolence page is available at 
ajcunninghamfh.com.

Stanley T. Morby

THE PUBLIC
NEEDS THE
TRUTH; NOT
SOCIAL MEDIA
HEADLINES &
FAKE NEWS.

#SupportRealNews
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By David Lee Drotar
The Greenville Pioneer 

At the Greek Orthodox Church 
of the Assumption in Windham, the 
congregation practices the ancient 
faith of their mother land. Indeed, 
throughout Greene County and 
the Catskills, the Greek-American 
community keeps other traditions, 
from food to music, alive. On a 
recent assignment to the Greek is-
lands, I learned fi rsthand about the 
rich legacy of Greek culture.

I could almost hear Hermes the 
trickster laughing heartily as my 
friends and I stood forlornly on the 
dock of Ios, Greece while the fer-
ry rumbled away and the sun sank 
to the horizon. Stray cats prowled 
around fi shermen’s empty bait 
buckets. 

Not to worry. A few cell phone 
exchanges later, our clever host, 
Angela appeared like a goddess 
and outwitted Zeus’ rebellious son 
who was having too much fun at 
our expense. There had been a 
communications mix-up and we 
weren’t expected until the next day, 
but she whisked us into a replace-
ment hotel at water’s edge. I started 
plotting my agenda while taking a 
brisk, fi fteen-minute knee-buster 
up the steep donkey path into the 
old town of Chora. Clusters of hot-
pink bougainvillea vines draped the 
tiny, white stucco homes stacked 
like blocks along the walk. I looked 
across the otherwise brown land-
scape toward the shoreline from 
which I had just climbed.

The shadows of a prehistoric 
settlement sat in a compact spiral 
in the fading light. From the Greek 
for snail, Skarkos was an active 
archaeological site estimated to 
date from approximately the third 
century B.C. It was mind numbing 
to think that the national poet, Ho-
mer might have lived on the island 
centuries before this, by some es-
timates as early as 1100 B.C. Per-
haps he walked along these same 
routes, singing his famous ballad, 
“The Odyssey,” which recounted 
the interventions of the deities guid-
ing the warrior Odysseus along his 
fabled ten-year journey on land and 
sea fi ghting pirates, storms and one-
eyed ogres.

That romanticized scenario was 
improbable, however. Whether Ho-
mer even wrote all parts of “The 
Odyssey” is suspect because schol-
ars of the classics say that it’s likely 
the epic poem was embellished as it 
was passed down orally from gener-
ation to generation. But as I hopped 
into the blue Prius the next morn-
ing, I got an intriguing perspective 
on the Greek literary celebrity.

Due to the scheduling mishap 
and limited time on Ios, the island 
mayor Mikhel Petropulous was per-
sonally driving me to the tomb of 
Homer. All students in Greece read 
“The Odyssey” as part of their edu-
cation, but Petropulous had studied 
it in the ancient Greek language.

“The original is the best,” he 
said as we climbed the winding 
two-lane highway out of the village 
and the fog lifted on nearby Santori-
ni Island. Two black goats munched 
dry leaves by the rocky roadside.

Offi cials representing seven 
different islands contend that Ho-
mer was born on their turf, so it 
was obvious that there was a pub-
lic relations advantage in attracting 
tourism attention. However, only 
Ios has claims of being the bard’s 
fi nal resting place. We arrived at a 
deserted parking area near the top 
of a treeless mountain. The mayor 
parked his car and we began trek-
king up the long walkway.

“There is some evidence that he 
died here,” Petropulous said. His 
shoulder-length, gray hair and affi n-
ity for ancient language invoked an 
image in my mind of Homer him-
self. “But it is not so easy to verify.”

“Have there been any DNA 
studies?” I asked.

“No, no, nothing like that,” he 

said without any hint of scholar-
ly condescension at the silliness 
of my question’s assumption that 
there might be intact 3,000-year-old 
bones lying around.

He went on to explain that it 
was documented that Homer’s 
mother, Klimene was living on Ios 
and died here. Despite his reputa-
tion as a traveling poet, Homer may 
have come to Ios to spend his fi nal 
years. Although his fame certainly 
wouldn’t have been as widespread 
as today, he may actually have been 
well known on Ios. Archaeologists 
have found silver coins with Ho-
mer’s image on other parts of the 
island.

Soon we stood at the alleged 
tomb, a barren but impressive group 
of rocks enclosing a small, fl at pla-
za. It was common in Greece to 
bury the dead on top of a hill so that 
they would have a nice view in the 
afterlife. The original grave would 
have been simpler, Petropulous ex-
plained. I scrambled over a short 
ledge to get a closer look at an array 
of rectangular, white boulder-sized 
stones that were clearly different 

than the rest. He pointed out that 
these stones came from the same 
building, and I did see that there 
were notches chiseled out where 
supporting timbers would have 
rested. Furthermore, the geology of 
the surrounding rocks is ancient, but 
not as old as Homer’s stones, giving 
credence to the theory that the ma-
terial was moved here and erected 
as some sort of gravesite marking.

A hawk fl ew overhead, perhaps 
a messenger sent from Apollo to 
tell me that I needed to move on. 
Whether or not Homer’s remains 
lay beneath my feet was not import-

ant. As a journalist and storyteller 
myself, it was simultaneously ex-
hilarating and humbling to stand on 
the ground that paid tribute to the 
fi rst known literature of Europe and 
the man who advanced civilization 
with this art form.

David Lee Drotar’s journalism 
and photography focuses on nature, 
environmental and cultural issues 
and his work has appeared in USA 
Today, New York Daily News, New 
York Post, Toronto Globe & Mail, 
New Orleans Times-Picayune and 
many other daily newspapers, mag-
azines and online venues. He is also 

the author of seven published books 
including Steep Passages: A World-
wide Eco-adventurer Unlocks Na-
ture’s Spiritual Truths.  His Mideast 
story “Nomadic Voices” appearing 
in “Perceptive Travel” was award-
ed the 2016 Excellence in Journal-
ism Award from the International 
Food, Wine & Travel Writers Asso-
ciation.

For information on travel to 
Ios, including the most recent 
COVID-19 protocols, see: https://
www.greeka.com/cyclades/ios/

FREE Complete Hearing Screening
�is audiometric screening will precisely show you

what you’ve been missing.

FREE Package of Hearing Aid Batteries
If you now wear a hearing aid, you will receive one free package of 

hearing aid batteries. If we test your hearing, you will receive 
another free package. (�is o�er good for one usage by hearing aid user only.)

FREE Hearing Aid Evaluation
FREE In-O�ce Repairs

All in-o�ce hearing aid repairs, regardless of make, will be free.

$800 OFF a Set of 
Advanced Digital Hearing Aids 

Valid during this event only.

5 Days Only
May 24-28, 2021

Appointments are limited.
Please RSVP now for reservations.

May is Better Hearing Month 
Have questions about your hearing?

Feeling isolated from people you love?

We are here to help.

Our Guests will Receive

Reservations

Glenmont Plaza
398 Feura Bush Rd.

Glenmont, NY 12077
(518) 629-1050

26 Hope Plaza
Coxackie, NY 12051
(518) 244-8258

Robert J. LaCosta, BC-HIS
Board Certi�ed Hearing Instrument Specialist

18662

Hiking to Homer CONTRIBUTED PHOTOS
Although some rocks appear jumbled, an array of rectangular, white boulder-sized stones enclose a plaza that may be the resting 
place for the remains of Greek poet Homer.

Ios mayor and Homer afi cionado, Mikhel Petropulous escorted the author to the tomb 
of Homer.

An array of rectangular, white boulder-sized stones enclose a plaza that may be the 
resting place for the remains of Greek poet Homer.

The old town of Chora lends views of the blue waters of the Mediterranean Sea sur-
rounding the island of Ios.

Santorini island lies a short distance across the sea from Ios.
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By Joanne E. McFadden 
The Greenville Pioneer 

No one driving through Green-
ville these days could question the 
town’s patriotism. Between a fi eld 
of red, white, and blue on the front 
lawn of Scott M. Ellis Elementary 
School to the annual fl ag disposal 
ceremony at the American Legion, 
the Greenville community honors 
Old Glory and shows its pride in 
the country the fl ag represents.

The Field of Flags was an 
idea that American Legion past 
commander Stephen Mataraza of 
Medusa brought to town. He had 
seen an article in the Legion’s na-
tional magazine about a post in 
Tennessee that erected a Field of 
Flags around Veterans Day, and he 
suggested to the Greenville post 
members that they do a similar 
project. 

With the post’s approval, he 
purchased 100 fl agpoles. His 
daughter Amy Mataraza, a mem-
ber of the American Legion Aux-
iliary, pitched in to help, making 
signs with the name of each veter-
an for whom a family member or 
friend sponsored a fl ag. The Boy 
Scouts pitched in to help also. “As 
soon as we put it up, the support 
just started rolling in after that,” 
said Mataraza, who serves as the 
post’s Americanism chair. 

The Legion assembled the fi rst 
Field of Flags in 2016 in the fi eld 
at the entrance to the town park. 
People took note, and post mem-
bers began to hear comments from 
friends and neighbors about how 
much they enjoyed the patriotic 
display. Every year, it has gotten 
bigger and bigger, Mataraza said. 

Last year, the display moved to 
the front lawn of Ellis Elementary 
School. With the COVID-19 pan-
demic, there were no students on 
campus. “The fl ags were like the 
sign of life when they appeared 
on the lawn,” said principal Peter 
Mahan, noting that the only peo-
ple on campus were teachers, sit-
ting alone in their classrooms at 
the computer conducting virtual 
classes with students on lockdown 
at home. 

Last year’s fi eld consisted of 
306 fl ags. This year, post mem-
bers set up 300 fl ags on May 8 and 
plotted out space for 35 more that 
have yet to be sponsored. The cost 
of sponsorship for each fl ag is $25. 
A fl ag is set up in honor or mem-
ory of the specifi ed veteran, and 
after the fl ag comes down on July 
10, the sponsor can keep the fl ag or 
donate it back to the American Le-
gion. “They are not all completely 
sold yet,” Mataraza said. Those 
interested in sponsoring a fl ag can 
fi nd an order form at American 
Legion Post 291’s Facebook page, 
or call the post’s commander, Skip 
Spinner at 518-819-1317. 
PASSING ON PATRIOTISM

For at least a decade, the Amer-
ican Legion has been partnering 
with Ellis Elementary School for a 
Flag Day celebration. “It has be-
come a deeply entrenched annual 
tradition,” Mahan said. 

The legion’s Color Guard 
marches up the front sidewalk to 
the fl agpole and replaces the fl ag 
with a brand new one each year 
while students watch. “When they 
see the color guard, it’s an oppor-
tunity for them to see the fl ag treat-
ed with respect and connect with 
our community partners,” Mahan 
said. 

Administrator Daniel Hash 
makes some remarks, and Legion 
members present students with 
small American fl ags to keep. 

Teachers then use the pocket-sized 
fl ags to teach fl ag etiquette, such 
as holding the fl ag upright and not 
letting it touch the ground. “It’s 
a great way to reinforce these re-
spectful behaviors,” Mahan said. 

This year, for the fi rst time, the 
Flag Day ceremony on June 11 
will take place amidst the Field of 
Flags. “We will use this as a way 
to go outside and socially distance 
ourselves on the front lawn so that 
our kids can watch the color guard 
present the colors,” Mahan said. 
Some of the school’s virtual stu-
dents may also attend the special 
event. 

“We love our Flag Day celebra-
tion,” Mahan said. “It’s reminding 
us of our values of community 
and taking care of each other as a 
country.” 

PROPER DISPOSAL
While new fl ags go up at the 

Field of Flags, old and tattered 
fl ags no longer fi t to be fl own are 
disposed of in a special ceremony 
each year. This year’s ceremony 
takes place on June 13 at 10 a.m. 

at the American Legion Post 291 
at 54 Maple Avenue in Greenville. 

The ceremony had gotten very 
small several years ago before 
Mataraza began involving the Cub 
Scouts from Pack 42 which the 
Legion sponsors. The ceremony 
went from fi ve to six participants 
to now over 100 people who come 
to watch the proper disposal of 
hundreds of old fl ags. 

The fourth grade second-year 
Webelos who will move up to Boy 
Scouts in February bring the fl ags 
to be inspected by Legion vice 
commanders, and then the post 
commander gives the order for 
the fl ags to be destroyed. They are 
placed in a fi re, and the chaplain 
reads a prayer. 

The American Legion has a 
collection bin at its post where 
community members can depos-
it old fl ags year-round. “We end 
up burning hundreds of fl ags,” 
Mataraza said. “We probably did 
close to 1,000 fl ags last year.”

CONTRIBUTED PHOTOS
Mr. Kiefer’s third grade class at Ellis Elementary School looks forward to the fl ag day presentation by the American Legion on 
June 11.

Greenville shows its colors
HONORING THE RED, WHITE AND BLUE

MORGAN MCFADDEN/GREENVILLE PIONEER 
Community members sponsored over 300 fl ags which the American Legion Post 
291 put up at Scott M. Ellis Elementary School to honor veterans. 

The American Legion and Cub Scout Pack 42 will conduct a fl ag disposal ceremony 
at the American Legion on June 13 at 10 a.m.
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For more information and to book your ad please contact:
Warren Dews Jr. 413-212-0130 or wdewsjr@gmail.com

This is a way a business 
can speak to readers. 
Talk about their team and 
how important the local 
community is to them. Tell 
readers about some key 
points they might not know 
about them. Reconnect 
with their customers and/or 
connect with new ones.

Get To Know
This is a 5-10 minute 
segment on a specific topic 
that can help our readers. 

For example:
What is the best way to
save money? How to
grow vegetables indoors?
How to keep out the cold?

Ask the Expert

We will interview people 
throughout the year
to get to know each other.
We will also use this for key
leaders in the market so
people can know the real
person behind the desk.

Meet Your 
Neighbor

Community 
Conversations

presents
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GLASS        PLASTIC       CANS

2381 Rt. 9W, Ravena
Next to Family Dollar

WE ACCEPT ALL N.Y.STATE DEPOSITS
— Approaching 1 year in business July 9th, 2019 —

Drop Off Service
NO Waiting at Machines
We Count for You!
Want to Help with Raising Money — 
FUNDRAISERS
Will Assist with Picking Up 
for Fundraisers

We PAY the Extra Penny 
on All NY State Deposit 

Cans/Bottles
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GLASS        PLASTIC       CANS

2381 Rt. 9W, Ravena
Next to Family Dollar

WE ACCEPT ALL N.Y.STATE DEPOSITS
— Approaching 1 year in business July 9th, 2019 —

Drop Off Service
NO Waiting at Machines
We Count for You!
Want to Help with Raising Money — 
FUNDRAISERS
Will Assist with Picking Up 
for Fundraisers

We PAY the Extra Penny 
on All NY State Deposit 

Cans/Bottles

*Must place window order 
by October 30th, 2019! 

Invest in your 
home's energy 
efficiency this fall 
and save at GNH! 
For a limited time 
only, 2200 Series 
Smarter Windows
Double Hung 
Replacements are
ONLY $169.OO! 

Visit GNH to 
learn more.

Greenville · Windham · Latham
www.GNHlumber.com
0% financing to credit qualified

Invest in Energy Efficient Double 
Hung Windows This Fall and SAVE!

Open 7 days a week from 10am-5pm
(518) 731-6196  •  Cty Rt 26, Climax, NY  12042

Follow us
on Facebook(1/2 Mile on left off Rte. 81  —  Red Barns on Hill)

, LLC
Sweet Cider and Our Own Cider Donuts!
16 Varieties of Apples Still on the Stand!

Pies on the Weekends!
       Squash, Vegetables, 

Local Maple Syrup & Honey, 
Jams & Jellies.

ORDER YOUR
THANKSGIVING 

PIES
BY NOV. 24th

We Now Carry Local Grass Fed Beef!

On the 
stand:

Qualifi ed households may now 
apply for Home Energy Assistance 
Pro¬gram (HEAP) grants, a feder-
ally funded program that provides 
both reg¬ular and emergency fi -
nancial assistance to help pay heat-
ing and utility bills. 

The grants are available 
through local Department of So-
cial Services (DSS) offi ces and 
Offi ces for the Aging. Customers 
of Central Hudson Gas & Electric 
Corp. who receive a HEAP bene-
fi t toward their ac¬count will also 
be issued a monthly credit on their 
bill for a max¬imum of 12 months 
based on service type and amount 
of HEAP benefi t.

“We’re pleased to offer addi-
tional assistance to families who 
may be struggling and depend on 
HEAP benefi ts, and encourage all 
eligible households to apply,” said 
Anthony Campagiorni, Vice Pres-
ident of Customer Services and 
Regulatory Affairs.

Campagiorni explained that 
qualifi ed families using electric-
ity or natural gas as their primary 
heating source may receive a reg-
ular HEAP benefi t $350 or more, 
depending on family income and 
size guidelines, applied toward 
their Central Hudson account. 

“In addition to these grants, eli-
gible customers will also receive a 
credit on their utility bills that pro-
vide further assistance in lowering 
their energy costs,” said Campa-
giorni. 

The bill credit is based on the 
type of heating source and income 
level. 

He added that qualifi ed house-
holds receiving a HEAP benefi t for 
non-utility heating fuels such as 
oil, propane, wood/wood pellets, 
kero¬sene, coal or corn are also el-
igible for a monthly credit on their 
electric or non-heating gas bill. 

“We’re happy to provide bill 
discounts to customers who heat 
with these fuels, as well,” said 
Campagiorni. 

Customers should email their 
HEAP Notice of Decision Letter to 
Central Hudson at CareUnit@cen-
hud.com to be enrolled and receive 
the bill credit.

Regular HEAP grants for the 
fall and upcoming winter are avail-
able between now and Mar. 16, 
2020, or until funding is exhaust-
ed. Emergency HEAP grants will 
be available between Jan. 2 and 
Mar. 16, 2020. These benefi ts are 
designed to meet an eligible house-
hold’s immediate energy needs.

An additional benefi t, the 
Heating Equipment Repair or Re-
placement (HERR) program, is 
available to assist income quali-
fi ed homeowners in repairing or 
replacing their primary heating 
equipment when the systems are 
inoper¬able or unsafe. Appli-
cations for HERR are accepted 
through Sept. 30, 2020, or until the 
funding is ex¬hausted.

To apply for HEAP and HERR 
benefi ts, customers may contact 
their local DSS offi ce, call (800) 
342-3009, or visit www.mybene-
fi ts.ny.gov. In¬dividuals who are 
60 and older and do not receive 
Supplemental Nutrition Assistance 
Program (SNAP) benefi ts may 
contact their local Offi ce for the 
Aging to learn of the eligibil¬ity 
requirements by calling 800-342-
9871 or by visiting www.aging.
ny.gov.

For more information on 
HEAP eligibility requirements 
and benefi ts, visit www.Central-
Hudson.com/HEAP or http://otda.
ny.gov/programs/heap/program.
asp; and for more on all of Central 
Hudson’s assistance and billing 
programs, visit www.CentralHud-
son.com, and click on “My Ac-
count.” 

Home heating assistance 
grants now available

HUDSON — Medical and community leaders joined in Hudson 
recently to unveil state-of-the-art 3D breast biopsy technology that 
offi cials at Columbia Memorial Health say will signifi cantly improve 
the diagnosis, treatment and outcomes for breast cancer patients 
Greene and Columbia counties. 

The stereotactic 3D biopsy system, known as Affi rm, will pro-
vide more precise targeting of tissue abnormalities identifi ed through 
CMH’s 3D mammography capabilities, yielding earlier and more 
accurate detection of breast cancer. The technology was acquired 
through the generosity of community members who contributed to 
the Columbia Memorial Health Foundation.

“This life-saving 3D biopsy technology, paired with our 3D mam-
mography service, provides our patients with the most advanced diag-
nostic care available in locations that are comfortable, convenient and 
close to home,” said CMH President and CEO Jay P. Cahalan.

In addition to offering 3D mammography and 3D biopsy services, 
CMH has signifi cantly augmented its radiology and pathology exper-
tise through its affi liation with Albany Medical Center. The Albany 
Med and CMH radiology and pathology services are now fully inte-
grated, which means that mammograms, and all imaging and diagnos-
tic studies, are interpreted by the region’s leading experts.

 “Each year in the U.S. more than 268,000 women are diagnosed 
with breast cancer,” said Tariq Gill, M.D., chief of Radiology at CHM. 
“This technology, now available right here in our community, is a tre-
mendous step forward in our ability to detect and diagnose early stage 
breast cancer, signifi cantly improving the likelihood of successful 
treatment.” 

Columbia Memorial Health Foundation Vice Chair Anne Scho-
maker said: “This technology is truly a gift of life made possible 
through the tremendous generosity of our donors. We are grateful be-
yond words to our supporters who continue to rally around CMH to 
ensure its essential mission can continue and expand.”

CMH unveils 
3D biopsy technology

HANNACROIX — The Hannacroix Rural Cemetery, which is lo-
cated on Route 411 in Dormansville/Westerlo, is seeking donations for 
the 2020 mowing expense for the cemetery.  

Whether you have a loved one buried there or would just like to 
give a donation, it would be greatly appreciated, organizers said. They 
also thank all who have helped in the past. 

Organizers need your help to keep the cemetery maintained. Contri-
butions can be sent to: Hannacroix Rural Cemetery, C/O Linda Smith, 
Treasurer, 115 State Route 143, Westerlo, New York 12193.

Hannacroix Rural 
Cemetery seeks 2020 

mowing donations

We’ll Style - You’ll Smile

$10 off coloring service

$17 for men’s 
grooming package

(Haircut, wash, ear & nose hair removal)

WALK-INS WELCOME
MEN • WOMEN • CHILDREN

OPEN: MON & TUES 9AM-6PM
THU & FRI 9AM-6PM & SAT 9AM-2PM

FOLLOW US

518-444-3191 / bluebirdfarmweddings.com

a new wedding venue
Elegance with a Gorgeous View

Historic barn situated on 100 acres with views  
of the Catskill Mountains in Medusa, NY. 
Family owned by the Sikule’s since 1945.  

Come create and share your wedding memories with us!
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Let Us Look Into Your Hearing

LIMITED TIME OFFER
Receive up to 

  50% 
OFF

Expires 12/31/19.

*This information is intended for the sole purpose of fitting or selecting a 
hearing aid and is not a medical examination or audiological evaluation.

11573 NY-32, Suite 4A • Greenville, NY 12083

518-662-0707

™

www.hearinghealthusa.com

• Free Hearing Screenings 
• Free Demonstrations

 • Free Clean & Checks  
• Latest Hearing Technology

• Tinnitus Relief  
• 0% Financing Available

on a new pair of
digital hearing aids! 

THE
ORIGINAL

5828 ST RT 32 • WESTERLO, NY 12193

CATERING 
FOR ALL 

OCASIONS!
Check us out on FB

Follow us on Instagram

www.silvercreekdeli.com

HAND-TOSSED BRICK OVEN PIZZA

FEATURING...
• Homemade 
    Fresh Sausage
• Handmade 
    ‘in house’ Mozzarella
• Boar’s Head Cold Cuts
• Cold Heros  
• Hot Heros  • Fish Fry
• Daily Specials  • Imported Cheeses
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By Mark Kane 
Capital Region Independent Media

After a week of rain and rain Saturday 
morning and into the afternoon, the Fon-
da Speedway track crew had their work 
cut out for them to get the track into race 
ready condition. Well that they did, and 
by race time, the track was ready to go.

A fine field of cars had assembled for 
the first of the Thunder on the Thruway 
Series between Fonda and Utica Rome 
Speedways. The old infield pits were 
graced by the Mohawk Valley Vintage 
Dirt Modified Series that truly was a 
great site to see. It was like time being 
turned back, the history of dirt racing 
coming alive with a wide variety of past 
race cars taking to the Historic Speed-
way. The old Grandstand had plenty of 
fans even with less than an optimistic 
weather report and they were treated 
to some very fast laps on a super tacky 
racing surface from the drop of the first 
green flag laps up to the finale checker.

Once again, the starting line ups were 
by luck of the draw for the final week as 
now the speedway will go to their hand-
icap system to set the lineups weekly. A 
fine field of SUNOCO Modifieds made 
their way to the pits with Alan Johnson, 
Stewart Friesen, Matt Sheppard and Tim 
Fuller returning for their second week 
with the Ravena Rocket Keith Flach 
making a rare Saturday night stop at the 
Track of Champions. 

The Fonda Modified field is just get-
ting stronger with the combination of 
veterans and young talent that weekly 
are putting on a show for the fans. 

With the luck of the draw, Bobby 
Varin and David Schilling brought the 
29 ground pounding SUNOCO Modi-
fieds to the line, with Varin getting the 
early lead. He quickly pulled away as 
Stewart Friesen moved into second as 
the two past Champions took command 
with veteran Alan Johnson holding down 
third. 

The track was in great shape, produc-
ing some great two- and three-wide rac-
ing as Ronnie Johnson, Matt DeLorenzo, 
Jack Lehner, and Matt Sheppard were on 
the charge after starting mid pack.

It did not take Varin long to get into 
lap traffic as Friesen was now closing in 
on the leader and closing fast. grabbing 
the lead on lap 10. 

With Friesen out front the racing in-
side the top five was heating up as Varin, 
Alan Johnson, Mike Mahaney, Craig 
Hanson, Ronnie Johnson who started 
thirteenth, and Sheppard were just out-
side the top five and looking for racing 
room. 

Out front, Friesen was pulling away 
as Hanson who has shown early sea-
son speed with great runs and Mahaney 
raced hard as Hanson worked his way to 
third. The caution flew on lap 2eight as 
Week 2 winner Rocky Warner went up in 
smoke down the back stretch and headed 
pit side. 

Once back to green, Friesen quick-
ly pulled away from the field as Varin 
would hold down second with Hanson 
and Mahaney battling for third with Ma-
haney getting the spot. At the checkers 
it was Friesen in for his seventieth Fon-
da win and the $four000 paycheck and 
a lead in the Thunder on the Thruway 
Series. Rounding out the top five was 
Varin, Mahaney, Hanson, and Ronnie 
Johnson. Once again 2020 Champion 
Mike Maresca was done early heading 
to the pits during the feature.

The Swagger Factory Apparel Crate 
602 Sportsman found Chip Constantino 
using his upfront starting spot to his ad-
vantage, taking command early, a lead 
he would hold until a late race caution 
tightened up the field. 

On the restart, it was Jason Greco 
who would be the new leader as Tim 
Hartman Jr. was on the move to the front 
but ran out of time as Greco can now add 
his name to the Sportsman win list, pick-
ing up his first career win. 

Behind the leaders, after a great bat-
tle, were Constantino, Cody Clark, and 
Tucker O’Connor rounding out the top 
five. So far during the early part of the 
season the 602 Sportsman have been 
highly competitive with great side by 
side racing throughout the field.

Start Nick Stone on the front row on a 
tacky racetrack, and it might just become 

a one-horse race, and that is what it was. 
This new creation of Stone’s was spot on 
as he pulled away from the field leaving 
behind him another great Algonkin Pro 
Stock battle. Behind the leader All Time 
win leader Kenny Gates battled hard 
with Chuck Dumblewski for second. 
Further back in the field Josh Coonradt 
was on a charge to the front. Using his 
patented low groove Gates worked the 
bottom to move to second but had noth-
ing for the high-flying Stone. Teammate 
to Stone and in a conventional Pro Stock 
Ivan Joslin worked his way into the top 
three with Devon Camenga having an-
other great run up front and Josh Coon-

radt rounded out the top five after start-
ing deep in the field of tough division. 

In other racing action, Kyle Ding-
man went green to checker to pick up 
his first career Limited Sportsman win 
with a dominating performance. But as 
they say, they run best before they go 
and that may have been the case as Kyle 
blew the power plant on the last lap. In 
the four Cyl, it was Ken Hollenback and 
Slappy White picking up wins. In the 
MVVDMS features John Flach was the 
Modified winner. Curtis Condon won 
the Late Models, Stephen Denton was 
the Sportsman winner, and Bryon Sco-
field won the Antique feature.

Tuesday, I made my way down to the 
Short Track Super Series (STSS) “Bat-
tle of the Bullring eight” at the Accord 
Speedway. Last year, Accord Speedway 
was one of the tracks that did not open 
due to the restrictions.

If you have never been to Accord, 
Bullring fits it perfect and you have to 
make the short ride down 209 for an ac-
tion packed night. A fine field of five0 
sail paneled STSS Modifieds made their 
way to the pits from up and down the 
East Coast as well as Mat Williamson 
from Canada. This was another of those 
STSS stacked with talent fields ready to 
do battle with many past feature winners 
and Champions in the star-studded field. 

In addition to that, it was Accord 
Speedway, and I knew I was in for a 
good night of racing, and that it was. 
With five0 cars in the pits and only 27 
making the feature, the heat races had 
some good hard short-track racing, 
hard racing that would take out Stewart 
Friesen for the rest of the night on the 

first lap of heat three, doing heavy dam-
age to the front end of the Halmar 44. 

Heat wins went to Bobby Hackel, Mat 
Williamson, Danny Tyler, Anthony Per-
rego, Shane Jablonka, with Brian Mal-
colm, Billy Decker and Danny Creeden 
picking up the three consolation events 
to set the starting field. 

Before the race even got started, 
Andy Bachetti unloaded his backup ride 
and gave up the outside pole. Matt Shep-
pard picked up a ride in the Derrick Mc-
Grew Jr. #26 ride, as both Bachetti and 
Sheppard would have a view of the field 
form the back of the pack. 

At the drop of the green. it was Alba-
ny Saratoga and Lebanon Valley Speed-
ways young gun Bobby Hackel grabbing 
the early lead. Lap four found a multi car 
tangle in turn one. Once back to green, 
the yellow was right back out again for 
a three-car tangle in turn one. Again the 
green was out, but this time it was Tyler 
Dipple getting the jump only again to 
have the yellow back out. So they tried 
once again, and Dipple will be the new 
leader with Hackle on his bumper and 
Danny Tyler looking for racing room as 
Anthony Perrago was on the move and 
into the top five. The yellow again is 
out on lap eight as Dipple, Hackle, Ty-
ler, Jablonka, and Perrago are in the top 
five. Back to green with Dipple still out 
front as Scott Ferrier worked past Perra-
go to take over fifth as Hackle was hold-
ing his own in second as a series of yel-
low flags would keep the racing close. 
Back to green once again and Dipple re-
mained the leader, but behind the leader 
things were starting to heat up as Mike 
Mahaney, Mat Williamson, and Andy 
Bachetti were working their way to the 
front and just outside the top five. 

Getting in some green flag laps, 
things were changing fast up front as 
Dipple continued to lead. Lap 43 saw 
the fine ride of Shane Jablonka come to 
an end after contact with a slower car. 
Now Dipple had Perrago, Williamson, 
Ferrier, and Bachetti who had driven 
from the back of the pack to run in the 
top five. Quickly it was Perrago with 
the lead with Williamson, and Dipple on 
his rear deck and the racing behind the 
leaders found everyone looking for rac-
ing room. The final caution would once 
again tighten up the field with 47 down 
and three to go. Back to green and Per-
rago continued to lead as Mike Mahaney 
put on a late race charge. 

What’s better than winning a STSS 
event, winning when the race is a tribute 
to your late father? That is what Antony 
Perrago did as he picked up the win. For 
Perrago, it was his third “Battle of the 
Bullring” win and the most emotional 
as he held the large check over his head 
that had a picture of himself and his dad 
Tom who suddenly passed away last 
fall. Following Perrago to the line was 
Williamson, Mahaney, Dipple, and Scott 
Ferrier rounding out the top five. 

In the 602 Sportsman feature, Joey 
Bruning picked up the win after Kreg 
Crooker could not make his way through 
tech; for Bruning it was his first STSS 
win. Following Bruning to the line was 
Kyle Rohner, Tim Hartman Jr., and Pay-
ton Talbot, with Tyler Johnston rounding 
out the top five.

Other racing action found Keith 
Flach pick up the Modified win at the 
“Great Race Place” Albany Saratoga 
Speedway with Anthony Perrago, Larry 
Wight, Jack Lehner, Demetrios Drellos, 
and Don Ronca rounding out the top 
five. 

Other action found Jim Nagle in for 
the Sportsman win and Chad Jeseo pick-
ing off the Pro Stock win. Dylan Madsen 
was the Limited Sportsman winner.

Last Sunday after getting rained out 
for its Friday night opener, Utica Rome 
Speedway turned some laps after losing 
the three other dates to rain. 

In the Modifieds, it was Rocky War-
ner in the Simmons 98 that he will have 
under him at Utica. He had a fast time 
in the Modifieds, and Matt Janczuk 
was fastest in the 602 Sportsman. For 
those who were not aware, Utica Rome 
has been taken over by Brett Deyo and 
has made the switch to Friday nights in 
hopes to fool Mother Nature. Well, so far 
that has not worked out as planned. 

At the Valley of Speed, Lebanon Val-
ley. it was Mother Nature in for the win. 

Well, it looks like the racing season 
is now into full swing-fans back in the 
stands, the smell of race fuel in the air, 
and dust on your fries--there is nothing 
better. Please support those who support 
our teams and Speedways, stay safe and 
get out to your local dirt track and see 
what all the hype is about.

Chasin’ Racin’

CHASIN RACIN PHOTOS
Long time veteran Alan Johnson made a rare appearance at the Battle of the Bullring 8 at Accord Speed-
way.

Anthony Perrego picks up his 3rd Battle of the Bullring win at the Accord Speedway on the night they 
paid tribute to his dad, Tom during the STSS event.

Tight heat race action at the Battle of the Bullring, Short Track Super Series event at Accord Speedway 
with Andy Bachetti and Danny Tyler.

Rocky Warner set fast time at the Utica Rome Speedway practice. 

NYVT Media is in search of Part-time Sales Assistant 
for data/order entry & weekly social media posts. 

Assist sales team with reports, sales materials & monthly goals. 
Assist in managing digital projects and giveaways. 

Work with the Ad Director and Production Manager on special 
content, monthly calendars and deadlines. $14 / hour. 

In person work in Granville, NY & remote work. 
Internet and personal computer required.

PART-TIME SALES ASSISTANT

APPLY AT: www.NYVTmedia.com/job-opportunities
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Let Us Look Into Your Hearing

LIMITED TIME OFFER
Receive up to 

  50% 
OFF

Expires 12/31/19.

*This information is intended for the sole purpose of fitting or selecting a 
hearing aid and is not a medical examination or audiological evaluation.

11573 NY-32, Suite 4A • Greenville, NY 12083

518-662-0707

™

www.hearinghealthusa.com

• Free Hearing Screenings 
• Free Demonstrations

 • Free Clean & Checks  
• Latest Hearing Technology

• Tinnitus Relief  
• 0% Financing Available

on a new pair of
digital hearing aids! 

THE
ORIGINAL

5828 ST RT 32 • WESTERLO, NY 12193

CATERING 
FOR ALL 

OCASIONS!
Check us out on FB

Follow us on Instagram

www.silvercreekdeli.com

HAND-TOSSED BRICK OVEN PIZZA

FEATURING...
• Homemade 
    Fresh Sausage
• Handmade 
    ‘in house’ Mozzarella
• Boar’s Head Cold Cuts
• Cold Heros  
• Hot Heros  • Fish Fry
• Daily Specials  • Imported Cheeses

YOUR LOCAL OUTDOOR 
POWER EQUIPMENT
HEADQUARTERS

CALL OR TEXT 
518-966-4002

SALES • SERVICE • PARTS

YOUR LOCAL OUTDOOR 
POWER EQUIPMENT
HEADQUARTERS

CALL OR TEXT 
518-966-4002

 SERVICE • PARTS

WWW.GREENECOUNTYPOWER.COM

10756 Route 32 
Greenville, NY
M-F 8:30-5:30
Sat. 8:30-1

STIHL • YANMAR • CUB CADET

Janine’s Janine’s 
Floral CreationsFloral Creations

2447 Rte 9 W • 518.756.3767 • Ravena, NY  12143

We are your one stop shop for amazing 

Floral Arrangments & GiftsFloral Arrangments & Gifts  
for that special someone in your life!

• Large Inventory of Fresh Flowers
• Plants
• European/Dish Gardens
• Silk Arrangements
• Dried Floral Arrangements
• Extensive Gift Line
• Gourmet and Fruit Baskets
• Gift Baskets

• Greeting Cards
• Candles
• Primitive Gifts
• Large Selection of Gifts,  
 Cards, and Stuffed Animals

We also Deliver Locally
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494 Western Turnpike  |  Altamont, NY
Phone: 518.355.6034  |  www.carvercompanies.com

    » Aerial Pictures
    » Towing
    » Port-To-Port
    » Trucking
    » Warehousing
    » Crane Rentals
    » Stevedoring

For over 30 years, the Carver Company’s Core 
Competencies consist of General & Marine 
Construction, Sand and Gravel Mining, Property 
Management, Port, Stevedoring, Terminal & Warehouse 
Management, Maritime and Logistics, and Tug and 
Barge Marine Towing. 

We strive to inspire our diverse, well-rounded work 
force and management team to always perform at 
the highest levels of safety and professionalism. We 
deliver service by maintaining a reputation where our 
unquestionable Values of honesty and integrity drive 
our actions on and off the job.

FOR SALE — WOOD CHIP — PER 4” max, 3 pt hitch, 
18 HP min. Never used!! $1000. Call 518-573-9665

CLASSIFIEDS
jobs/homes/merchandise/vehicles/services

HELP WANTED — Employment Opportunity, Town of 
Greenville.  Part-time maintenance worker/meter read-
er.  Duties include:  cleaning, snow removal, mowing and 
trimming, light carpentry and plumbing and quarterly 
meter reading for the water district.  Driver’s License re-
quired.  For questions, please call 518-966-5055 x 2 (Su-
pervisor Paul Macko).  � e Town of Greenville is an equal 
opportunity employer.  

Rainbow Golf Club is now hiring full or part time:  One 
person for inside the clubhouse for all around job in the 
kitchen, bar and pro shop.  Must be a good multitasker 
and have good people skills.  Also people to work outside 
on the golf course, mowing etc.  Also looking for a me-
chanic to work on golf course equipment.  
Call Cookie at 518-966-5343 or email your resume to 
cookie@rainbogolfclub.com. www.rainbowgolfclub.com

ALBANY―St. Peter’s Health Part-
ners and Albany Med are suspending 
COVID-19 community testing, the hospi-
tals announced on March 20. Effective im-
mediately, St. Peter’s Health Partners will 
only be testing symptomatic health care 
providers at its Albany Memorial Campus, 
600 Northern Blvd. in Albany. 

Drive-up testing continued until 9 p.m. 
Friday, March 20 at the Albany Med test-
ing site adjacent to the Emergency Depart-
ment at 43 New Scotland Avenue, Albany. 
The Albany Med site will remain open 
only to examine and evaluate patients and 
will continue to be operated by emergency 
medical staff.

“Albany Med and St. Peter’s Health 
Partners understand this is a time of great 

anxiety for the community,” the hospitals 
stated. “We want to reassure everyone that 
we are continuing to work with all regional 
hospitals to face ongoing and developing 
challenges related to this pandemic.”

The diffi cult decision was made in or-
der to conserve testing resources for those 
at highest risk, including inpatients, symp-
tomatic direct care workers and those with 
high-risk exposure to the virus. This also 
will serve as a conservation measure for 
supplies to test the inpatient population at 
Albany Med and in SPHP hospitals under 
investigation for COVID-19.

People who are exhibiting symptoms of 
COVID-19, but have not been determined 
by a doctor to require hospital care, are ad-
vised to follow the recommended 14-day 

home quarantine and any treatment regi-
men recommended by their doctor.

“We are committed to doing all we can 
to provide the highest quality care possi-
ble to any hospitalized COVID-19 patient, 
should the situation arise,” the hospitals 
said in a statement.

If you suspect you are sick with 
COVID-19, follow the steps below to care 
for yourself and help prevent the disease 
from spreading to other people:
 Stay home except to get medical care 

and separate yourself from other people 
and animals in your home.
 Call your health care provider if your 

illness is worsening.
 Cover your coughs and sneezes.
 Clean your hands often.

Albany Med and St. Peter’s Health 
Partners continue to work with the CDC 
and other public health authorities to pro-
tect our colleagues and the people we serve 
during the COVID-19 pandemic. This in-
cludes the steps they are taking to ensure 
we protect patients and colleagues in all 
our care sites, including:
 Encouraging those who are ill with 

fever, cough or shortness of breath to call 
ahead to care sites;
 Following CDC guidelines for use of 

personal protective equipment;
 Restricting visitors;
 Signage at entry points; and
 Developing alternative locations for 

ill patients, among others.

St. Peter’s and Albany Med suspend 
COVID-19 community testing

By Liz Schaeffer 
Greenville Pioneer

CATSKILL―With fi rst responders 
among those on the forefront of the Coro-
navirus pandemic, police agencies are ad-
vising of a few changes.

“If you are experiencing an emergency, 
as always, call 911. When placing an emer-
gency call, please advise dispatchers if you 
or any members of your household are 
experiencing fl u-like symptoms,” advised 

State Police. “This information will ensure 
fi rst responders can prepare to prevent the 
spread of any illnesses.”

In addition, until further notice, the 
State Police are suspending employment 
fi ngerprinting, along with child safety seat 
checks.

“Public safety is a mission priority for 
our Troopers. While we understand that 
suspending these services is an inconve-
nience to the public, this is an extraordi-
nary circumstance,” Troopers states. “The 

State Police are committed to doing what 
we can to assist the State’s emergency re-
sponse to COVID-19.”

State Police will notify the public when 
these services, both employment fi nger-
printing and child safety seat checks, will 
once again be provided to the public.  

In Greene County, the Sheriff’s Offi ce 
has temporarily suspended all pistol permit 
offi ce hours due to “reassignment of per-
sonnel for Coronavirus related duties.”

The GCSO is also advising the public 

that deputies are being encouraged to prac-
tice social distancing and handle as many 
calls as possible over the telephone while 
still remaining effective.

“Please do not be alarmed if you see a 
member of the Sheriff’s Offi ce in protec-
tive gear as this only means they are taking 
suggested precautions,” the GCSO stated. 
“All members of the GCSO remain avail-
able and ready to help our community in 
any way possible.”

Police advise of changes due to Coronavirus

The future of our country depends 
on the ability of journalists to 
provide the public with 
investigative journalism.

Help show your support for quality,
investigative journalism:

Donate to the International
Consortium of Investigative
Journalists today

https://donate.icij.org/

Real, Reputable, 
Trusted. Your News 
Media.

www.newsmediaalliance.org 

THIS PUBLICATION 
SUPPORTS REAL 
NEWS.

REPORTERS, EDITORS AND PHOTOGRAPHERS
CREATE REAL NEWS. JOURNALISM YOU CAN TRUST.

#SupportRealNews
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By Gary W. Moore
For The Greenville Pioneer

I always try to make sure my 
column has a point to it. I want to 
share a life lesson and encourage 
readers to live an optimistic and 
positive life. As for this column, I 
really don’t know what the point 
is other than I’m missing my mom 
and dad now … and decided to 
write about them. I hope you’ll al-
low me just this once.

May I?
My dad grew up in the coal 

mining area of deep southern Il-
linois. If you asked my dad what 
nationality we were, he’d usually 
laugh, then respond, “Hillbilly.” 
My mom was from Sands Springs, 
Oklahoma.  When asked the same 
question, Mom would say, “Okie.”

As such, they lived their new-
ly married years bringing their 
culture with them to their new 
northern Illinois home. I remem-
ber early in my life, eating lots of 

squirrel, rabbit, and catfish. I re-
member a neighbor asking my dad 
in disbelief about eating squirrel, 
to which he answered, “When you 
catch a squirrel, it’s like being giv-
en a free chicken.”

I look back and realize two 
things. 1. It was part of my parents’ 
culture, and 2. It was an economic 
issue. My mom would fry squirrel 
just like chicken and it was deli-
cious. I loved it. The rabbit was 
usually made into a soup or stew 
and the catfish fried in cornmeal.

I realize many of you are 
grossed out while a few may have 
some of the same early memo-
ries. When you were born into the 
Great Depression as both of my 
parents were, I think you ate what 
was available and were grateful.

Today, I look at my kids, 
nieces, and nephews and realize 
they’ll be shocked to believe their 
dad and uncle ate squirrel ... and I 
did. Mom breaded the squirrel and 

fried it like chicken in an old cast 
iron skillet. After removing the 
squirrel, she’d make a milk gravy 
that we’d pour over the squirrel 
and fried potatoes. It was deli-
cious.

I guess if tuna can be labeled 
“Chicken of the Sea,” squirrel can 
be labeled “Chicken of the Tree’s.” 

And I’d choose fried squirrel over 
tuna anytime.

My mom and dad are both 
gone but their lives and culture 
still course through our veins. I 
was born in Kankakee County, 
but I still feel as though the little 
coal mining town of Sesser, Illi-
nois is home. There is a world of 
difference between where I live 
now in a growing suburban area, 
but when back in Sesser, I’m im-
mediately transported back, un-
consciously using the dialect and 
accent of the area.

While on a book tour a few 
years ago, the route took me near 
Sand Springs, Oklahoma and I 
stopped at the family cemetery to 
see my two oldest brothers. Once 
again, even though I had not been 
there in forty years, it immediate-
ly felt like home in ways my real 
birthplace never has.

The older I get, the more I 
yearn to relive my early days. To 
be scrambling up and down the 
streets of Sesser. To run past Cae-
sar Marlow’s Bar and hear the 
voice inside yell, “Hey, aren’t you 
Gene Moore’s boy?” I’d stop and 
walk in. Someone would buy me 
a kiddy cocktail and start telling 
me stories about my dad and his 
baseball career. Getting up before 
the sun with my grandfather to go 
to the barn and get a bucket of coal 
for the furnace was an early morn-
ing joy. And yes, eating squirrel. 
The son of a Hillbilly and Okie 
is who I am, and I could not be 
prouder.

Our family prospered in an 
adopted life in the suburban north 
and our cuisine changed along 
with it. One thing that never 
changed was country music on the 
weekends and WSM Radio and 
the Grand Ole Opry on Saturday 
nights.

I moved to Chicago and re-
ceived a degree in music educa-
tion. And for a while, I turned my 
nose up to the music of my youth, 
but now it’s back in my life and 
I love it. The food and music are 
permanent threads in the fabric of 
our family. Over Memorial Day 
weekend when we all get togeth-
er, just open your car window and 
follow the sounds of Merle Hag-
gard, George Jones, Ray Price 
and Dwight Yoakum ... and point 
your nose to the smell of Barbecue 
Ribs. There you’ll find the kids 
and grandkids of a Hillbilly and 
Okie, celebrating our family and 
heritage ... without the squirrel.

My mom and dad were far 
from perfect people. At times, I 
think I may have been unfairly 
critical of their lives and parenting 
skills. The truth is they loved us 
and did the best they knew how. 
I was never hungry or without 
clothes. Their children all turned 
out well and successful. Their 
grand kids and great grand kids are 
wonderful. I’d say all-in-all mom 
and dad raised a successful fami-
ly. They never left us and always 
loved us. I wish they were here so 
I could thank them.

As the saying goes, “What is 
remembered, lives.” I guess I not 
only want my parents remembered 
in our family, but I also wanted 
you to know them too.

And besides ... no one could 
fry squirrel like my mom.

Gary W. Moore is a free-
lance columnist, speaker, and 
author of three books including 
the award-winning, critically ac-
claimed, “Playing with the Ene-
my.” Follow Gary on Twitter @
GaryWMoore721 and at www.
garywmoore.com

The crossing from poor country to here

 

Gary W. Moore

Positively Speaking

THE PUBLIC
NEEDS THE
TRUTH; NOT
SOCIAL MEDIA
HEADLINES &
FAKE NEWS.

#SupportRealNews

Transcribed from her diary by  
Kathy Saurer Osborne

Sun, June 4 — Fair. Chuck & 
Joyce went to Mass & Joyce here to 
Church. Had dinner & Don & Adele 
went to the Hot Rod’s. Lite Philip 
& JoAnn came & we visited. Chuck 
here visiting Joyce in the evening.

Mon, June 5 — Fair. First nice 
Monday in a dogs age. Hung up 
washing & did every day work. Chil-
dren at the Ballgame after school & 
on to Gertrude’s for Birthday Tea. 
Don mowed lawn. Addie brought me 
Pinkster’s.

Tues, June 6 — Fair. Did ironing 
& mending, made pudding crocheted 
& repotted some plants. Got fertiliz-
er for the rose bushes etc. Don out.

Wed, June 7 — Fair & hot. ‘Lite 
came for me & I staid the day with 
her. I helped paper get dinner & we 
fixed Millards room. They brought 
me home later. 

Thurs, June 8 — Fair & hot, 
Cleaned bed-rooms. Man came & 
fixed the ‘phone. Ed Goff called & 
we visited. Girls & Don up to see 

Gertrude tonite. Chuck phoned for 
Joyce’s bathing suit. A picnic tomor-
row nite.

Fri, June 9 — Fair. Osee Kelsey 
died this A.M. Cleaned living-rooms 
& straightened up the cellar a little. 
Gene helped Tiny today. Chuck here 
for Joyce’s things. Don & I went to 
PH to see if the stone was there but 
it wasn’t. 

Sat, June 10 — Fair. Showers in 
the P.M. Did every day work & visit-
ed. Joyce & Chuck had a fine time at 
Tachovie Lake last Nite. They are out 
tonite with Buddy Verlander & Tony 
Petruin. Gene & Stubby & Carl & 
Laura at Rhinebeck at the races. Don 
has worked on his car all day. Osee’s 
funeral is Mon. At 2 at Oak Hill.

Sun, June 11	 Fair. Went to 
Church & got dinner. Went riding 
with Addie. Game Farm Palenville 
Windham Home a nice time. Philip 
Lite & Joann here while I was gone. 
Chuck here in the evening.

Mon, June 12 — Fair. Gedney 
didn’t go to Albany so Joyce took 
the day off. Is going in tonite I guess. 

Chuck is taking her. Washed & 
ironed some. Kelly came & took me 
to Osee’s funeral. 

Tues, June 13 — Cloudy. Didn’t 
feel good, but did the ironing & sat 
the rest of the day.

Wed, June 14 — Rain. Didn’t do 
much but feel better than yesterday. 
Children at school. Don at work.

Thurs, June 15 — Cloudy. 
Cleaned bed-rooms dusted etc. 
Cleaned fish aq. & did odd jobs.

Fri, June 16 — Fair. Cleaned & 
dusted living-rooms & baked a cake. 
Sold mirror to Mrs Lansing Hull. 
Anna Bailey & Kitt Bear White were 
here. Don doesn’t feel good tonite. 
Expect Joyce tonite sometime.

Sat, June 17 — Cold & windy 
today. Thunder shower in the nite. 
Made dessert & visited. Chuck came 
& took Joyce home with him. They 
came about 9.30 last nite. Don went 
to the Races at Rhinebeck tonite. 
Gene & Stubby went too. Later: 
Chuck came & brought Joyce home.

Grandma Mackey’s Diary
1950 life in Medusa

CONTRIBUTED PHOTO
Grandma and Grandpa (Harry) Mackey.
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One of the things I liked most about my 
former job as a Cooperative Extension agent 
in Greene County was the process of figuring 
out what was causing problems with garden 
plants, lawns, trees or shrubs. It is sort of like 
detective work without a cloak or dagger.

I used what I learned about this topic 
in public health as well, when we contract-
ed with the New York State Department of 
Health to conduct educational programs to 
combat Lyme disease. This week I will share 
some principles of disease and infection I 
learned, which are pretty relevant in these 
days of the COVID-19 pandemic.

In order to contract a disease, whether 
it is a plant or animal disease, three factors 
must occur simultaneously. If any of these 
three factors are not present, there can be no 
disease. First, before I discuss these specific 
factors, I need to talk about the things that 
cause disease.

In general, disease-causing organisms 
are fungi, bacteria or viruses. All may cause 
diseases with similar symptoms, but all are 
different in their mode of action or how they 
infect.

It seems to me that most plant diseases 
are caused by fungi. Fungi are organisms that 
generally require water to become infectious. 

Lacking chlorophyll, they need to get their 
“food” from other sources than sunlight by 
breaking down and absorbing organic matter. 
Sometimes in the process of feeding on plant 
material, they kill or damage their host. This 
distinguished pathogens from saprophytes.

Once a plant is infected with a fungal 
disease, it is generally difficult to “cure” the 
infection. The general strategy is to try to 
prevent the infection in the first place or keep 
it from spreading. Fungi are living organisms 
that can survive for a long time, either active-
ly causing infection, or in a dormant state that 
may last for 100 years or more. This longev-
ity allows them to re-occur when conditions 
are right. Some fungal diseases are ubiqui-
tous and must be dealt with every season.

Twenty years ago, almost all the garden 
seeds that were sold were treated with a 
pink-colored fungicide called “Captan.” This 
fungicide protected tender seedlings from 
getting “damping off,” which is a general 
term for similar diseases caused by several 
genera of fungi. The infected seedlings grow 
spindly and eventually keel over and die with 
a conspicuous shriveling or narrowing of the 
stem at soil level. It is highly contagious and 
usually fatal once contracted.

It is virtually impossible to cure a flat 

of seedlings once the disease occurs, so the 
emphasis is on prevention. In addition to pre-
ventive chemical fungicides there are cultur-
al practices than can also be utilized, much to 
the satisfaction of gardeners who don’t want 
to use chemical fungicides.

Another major cause of disease in plants 
and animals are bacteria. Bacteria are also 
living organisms that can exhibit long-term 
dormancy. Like fungi, they can damage their 
hosts by “feeding” on the tissue of the host 
and using the host’s cells to grow and multi-
ply. Of course, not all bacteria are pathogenic 
and neither are all fungi.

Our bodies contain millions of foreign 
bacteria and fungi that do us no harm what-
soever. In fact, many of these organisms are 
responsible for keeping us healthy. Bacteria, 
like fungi, usually require water to become 
infectious.

One of the most common bacterial dis-
ease of pears and apples is called “fireblight.” 
This disease most often occurs when rain or 
hail hits flower blossoms. Splashing water 
spreads the disease. Most, but not all, fun-
gicides are ineffective in treating bacterial 
disease. Commercial fruit growers often use 
antibiotics, such as streptomycin, to try to kill 
bacteria.

A third major infectious agent is viruses. 
Viruses, like the COVID-19 virus, are very 
different than bacteria or fungi in the sense 
that they are not living organisms, per se. 
They can only survive and reproduce inside 
living cells. They have a very short life ex-
pectancy, unlike bacteria or fungi, and they 
don’t necessarily need water to infect. Think 
of them as renegade hunks of DNA or RNA 
that get into the genes of plants or animals, 
and direct the cells to make more viruses. 
They are also very tiny compared to fungi 
and bacteria.

Viral infections in plants are far less com-
mon than bacterial or fungal infections be-
cause they generally cannot get inside a plant 
without help from another living organism. 
Leafhopper insects and aphids are usually 
involved in viral infections in plants. These 
insects inject the virus into the plant physi-
cally with their mouthparts and once inside 
the plant they can replicate.

Since all three of these types of patho-
gens cause disease in somewhat different 
manners, dealing with them requires differ-
ent strategies, but the principles of infection 
remain essentially the same. This is where I 
will pick up the story next week.

Reach Bob Beyfuss at rlb14@cornell.edu

Plant diseases
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GLASS        PLASTIC       CANS

2381 Rt. 9W, Ravena
Next to Family Dollar

WE ACCEPT ALL N.Y.STATE DEPOSITS
— Approaching 1 year in business July 9th, 2019 —

Drop Off Service
NO Waiting at Machines
We Count for You!
Want to Help with Raising Money — 
FUNDRAISERS
Will Assist with Picking Up 
for Fundraisers

We PAY the Extra Penny 
on All NY State Deposit 

Cans/Bottles
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GLASS        PLASTIC       CANS

2381 Rt. 9W, Ravena
Next to Family Dollar

WE ACCEPT ALL N.Y.STATE DEPOSITS
— Approaching 1 year in business July 9th, 2019 —

Drop Off Service
NO Waiting at Machines
We Count for You!
Want to Help with Raising Money — 
FUNDRAISERS
Will Assist with Picking Up 
for Fundraisers

We PAY the Extra Penny 
on All NY State Deposit 

Cans/Bottles

*Must place window order 
by October 30th, 2019! 

Invest in your 
home's energy 
efficiency this fall 
and save at GNH! 
For a limited time 
only, 2200 Series 
Smarter Windows
Double Hung 
Replacements are
ONLY $169.OO! 

Visit GNH to 
learn more.

Greenville · Windham · Latham
www.GNHlumber.com
0% financing to credit qualified

Invest in Energy Efficient Double 
Hung Windows This Fall and SAVE!

Open 7 days a week from 10am-5pm
(518) 731-6196  •  Cty Rt 26, Climax, NY  12042

Follow us
on Facebook(1/2 Mile on left off Rte. 81  —  Red Barns on Hill)

, LLC
Sweet Cider and Our Own Cider Donuts!
16 Varieties of Apples Still on the Stand!

Pies on the Weekends!
       Squash, Vegetables, 

Local Maple Syrup & Honey, 
Jams & Jellies.

ORDER YOUR
THANKSGIVING 

PIES
BY NOV. 24th

We Now Carry Local Grass Fed Beef!

On the 
stand:

Qualifi ed households may now 
apply for Home Energy Assistance 
Pro¬gram (HEAP) grants, a feder-
ally funded program that provides 
both reg¬ular and emergency fi -
nancial assistance to help pay heat-
ing and utility bills. 

The grants are available 
through local Department of So-
cial Services (DSS) offi ces and 
Offi ces for the Aging. Customers 
of Central Hudson Gas & Electric 
Corp. who receive a HEAP bene-
fi t toward their ac¬count will also 
be issued a monthly credit on their 
bill for a max¬imum of 12 months 
based on service type and amount 
of HEAP benefi t.

“We’re pleased to offer addi-
tional assistance to families who 
may be struggling and depend on 
HEAP benefi ts, and encourage all 
eligible households to apply,” said 
Anthony Campagiorni, Vice Pres-
ident of Customer Services and 
Regulatory Affairs.

Campagiorni explained that 
qualifi ed families using electric-
ity or natural gas as their primary 
heating source may receive a reg-
ular HEAP benefi t $350 or more, 
depending on family income and 
size guidelines, applied toward 
their Central Hudson account. 

“In addition to these grants, eli-
gible customers will also receive a 
credit on their utility bills that pro-
vide further assistance in lowering 
their energy costs,” said Campa-
giorni. 

The bill credit is based on the 
type of heating source and income 
level. 

He added that qualifi ed house-
holds receiving a HEAP benefi t for 
non-utility heating fuels such as 
oil, propane, wood/wood pellets, 
kero¬sene, coal or corn are also el-
igible for a monthly credit on their 
electric or non-heating gas bill. 

“We’re happy to provide bill 
discounts to customers who heat 
with these fuels, as well,” said 
Campagiorni. 

Customers should email their 
HEAP Notice of Decision Letter to 
Central Hudson at CareUnit@cen-
hud.com to be enrolled and receive 
the bill credit.

Regular HEAP grants for the 
fall and upcoming winter are avail-
able between now and Mar. 16, 
2020, or until funding is exhaust-
ed. Emergency HEAP grants will 
be available between Jan. 2 and 
Mar. 16, 2020. These benefi ts are 
designed to meet an eligible house-
hold’s immediate energy needs.

An additional benefi t, the 
Heating Equipment Repair or Re-
placement (HERR) program, is 
available to assist income quali-
fi ed homeowners in repairing or 
replacing their primary heating 
equipment when the systems are 
inoper¬able or unsafe. Appli-
cations for HERR are accepted 
through Sept. 30, 2020, or until the 
funding is ex¬hausted.

To apply for HEAP and HERR 
benefi ts, customers may contact 
their local DSS offi ce, call (800) 
342-3009, or visit www.mybene-
fi ts.ny.gov. In¬dividuals who are 
60 and older and do not receive 
Supplemental Nutrition Assistance 
Program (SNAP) benefi ts may 
contact their local Offi ce for the 
Aging to learn of the eligibil¬ity 
requirements by calling 800-342-
9871 or by visiting www.aging.
ny.gov.

For more information on 
HEAP eligibility requirements 
and benefi ts, visit www.Central-
Hudson.com/HEAP or http://otda.
ny.gov/programs/heap/program.
asp; and for more on all of Central 
Hudson’s assistance and billing 
programs, visit www.CentralHud-
son.com, and click on “My Ac-
count.” 

Home heating assistance 
grants now available

HUDSON — Medical and community leaders joined in Hudson 
recently to unveil state-of-the-art 3D breast biopsy technology that 
offi cials at Columbia Memorial Health say will signifi cantly improve 
the diagnosis, treatment and outcomes for breast cancer patients 
Greene and Columbia counties. 

The stereotactic 3D biopsy system, known as Affi rm, will pro-
vide more precise targeting of tissue abnormalities identifi ed through 
CMH’s 3D mammography capabilities, yielding earlier and more 
accurate detection of breast cancer. The technology was acquired 
through the generosity of community members who contributed to 
the Columbia Memorial Health Foundation.

“This life-saving 3D biopsy technology, paired with our 3D mam-
mography service, provides our patients with the most advanced diag-
nostic care available in locations that are comfortable, convenient and 
close to home,” said CMH President and CEO Jay P. Cahalan.

In addition to offering 3D mammography and 3D biopsy services, 
CMH has signifi cantly augmented its radiology and pathology exper-
tise through its affi liation with Albany Medical Center. The Albany 
Med and CMH radiology and pathology services are now fully inte-
grated, which means that mammograms, and all imaging and diagnos-
tic studies, are interpreted by the region’s leading experts.

 “Each year in the U.S. more than 268,000 women are diagnosed 
with breast cancer,” said Tariq Gill, M.D., chief of Radiology at CHM. 
“This technology, now available right here in our community, is a tre-
mendous step forward in our ability to detect and diagnose early stage 
breast cancer, signifi cantly improving the likelihood of successful 
treatment.” 

Columbia Memorial Health Foundation Vice Chair Anne Scho-
maker said: “This technology is truly a gift of life made possible 
through the tremendous generosity of our donors. We are grateful be-
yond words to our supporters who continue to rally around CMH to 
ensure its essential mission can continue and expand.”

CMH unveils 
3D biopsy technology

HANNACROIX — The Hannacroix Rural Cemetery, which is lo-
cated on Route 411 in Dormansville/Westerlo, is seeking donations for 
the 2020 mowing expense for the cemetery.  

Whether you have a loved one buried there or would just like to 
give a donation, it would be greatly appreciated, organizers said. They 
also thank all who have helped in the past. 

Organizers need your help to keep the cemetery maintained. Contri-
butions can be sent to: Hannacroix Rural Cemetery, C/O Linda Smith, 
Treasurer, 115 State Route 143, Westerlo, New York 12193.

Hannacroix Rural 
Cemetery seeks 2020 

mowing donations
The extended cool, wet, weath-

er continues as I write this column 
on May 12. I could use some sun-
shine and temperatures in the 70’s 
right now, instead of overnight tem-
peratures in the upper 30’s and low 
40’s. I have recorded more than 4 
inches of rain since May 1, as well. 
My garden soil is still much too 
cold and wet to plant or transplant 
anything right now and I have yet 
to harvest any asparagus. On the 
plus side, this weather, has extend-
ed the bloom period for our spring 
flowering trees and shrubs. Crabap-
ples, other wild fruit trees, pears and 
plums and cherries are putting out a 
spectacular display right now as are 
ornamental shrubs and early bloom-
ing perennials. It is a great season 
for lilacs, azaleas, redbud, and just 
about every other plant that flowers 
in April and May.

    Remember that most of these 
spring bloomers are best pruned 
immediately after the flowers fade. 
It is not necessary to “deadhead” 

(remove spent flowers) shrubs like 
Lilac and Rhododendrons, but this 
practice will often lead to more 
flowers next season. If your flow-
ering tree or shrub has gotten over-
grown, you can safely cut it back 
by about one third right now, but 
it might take two seasons to flow-
er again. Cutting lilacs back hard, 
right now will usually result in 
new shoots arising from the roots. 
If these shoots are topped at about 
3 feet in height, they will branch 
and within two seasons they should 
bloom nicely on those new shoots. 
Lilacs are best enjoyed when the 
flowers are produced at nose height! 
There are dwarf lilacs available that 
rarely exceed four or five feet tall. 

     Yesterday I visited a friend 
whose home was beautifully land-
scaped by Story’s nursery about 
25 years ago. Many of the origi-
nal plants still remain, but some 
of them have just outgrown their 
space, despite good pruning and 
maintenance. I see this often in sub-

urban landscapes where the foun-
dation plantings now obscure the 
doors and windows. At some point 
it is time to bite the bullet and yank 
the overgrown plants out. It may 
seem a shame to replace a heathy, 
beautiful, 7 foot tall evergreen or 
rhododendron, but if the shrub is 
blocking windows or doors, or if 
the roots are under the foundation, 
it may be time to replace it with a 
smaller specimen. 

Of course, you must be prepared 
to pay a whole lot more for these re-
placement shrubs than the previous 
ones cost! I have been un-pleasantly 
surprised at the prices of all sorts of 
plants this spring. Even annual herb 
garden plants like basil, thyme, 
rosemary and oregano are selling 
for almost double the prices of 
two years ago. I don’t think I will 
pay $7.00 for a 4 inch potted basil 
plant. I am pleased to see that seed 
packets have once again returned to 
the store shelves and I plan to start 
many more plants from seed, than I 

have in previous years.  Some things 
I will just grimace and buy since I 
don’t have time to grow them from 
seed. As my late friend, Lester, used 
to say, when we complained about 
the price of a six pack of beer, rising 
to $3 or so, “Let’s face if Bob, if it 
cost $10 a six pack, we would still 
buy it”.  He was right of course.

Most of you have had to mow 
your lawns at least twice, since 
northern turf grasses love this cool, 
wet weather and are growing ac-
cordingly.  Set your mower to 3 
inches and mow when the grass is 
about four inches tall. It is still too 
early to fertilize, or apply broad leaf 
weed killers right now, with the ex-
ception of crabgrass preventers. An 
organic, crabgrass preventer is corn 
gluten meal and that can be applied 
now. It will suppress these annual 
weeds next spring, as well as acting 
as a slow release fertilizer. Normal-
ly, crabgrass begins to grow when 
forsythia is in full bloom, but this 
year it seems like they are no longer 

on the same page, phenologically 
speaking. I have not seen any sign 
of crabgrass even in place where the 
forsythia has been done for weeks.       

Sharpen your lawnmower 
blades, clean and oil your hand tools 
and make sure you clean out your 
bird nesting boxes. Spray some 
disinfectant in the boxes to kill any 
mites that may remain. Bluebirds 
have already taken up residence in 
the south, but other songbirds are 
still looking for nest sites. If you 
still have bird feeders up, take them 
down every single night, or be pre-
pared for a visit by your local black 
bear.  Hummingbirds have retuned 
and once a bear has snacked on 
your bird seed, it may very well 
return to trash your hummingbird 
feeder as well.  

Reach Bob at rlb14@cornell.
edu.

Spring Chores
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EVERYONE SAYS EXPERIENCES MATTER.
WHAT ARE YOU WAITING FOR?

$4,399

ADVENTURES
STARTING AT

MSRP 
(Plus freight & setup)

EXPERIENCE MORE TOGETHER

We all know people love experiences. And you’ll have an experience like no other 
when you’re cruising down the trail on your very own machine from CFMOTO. 

Up and down our lineup there’s something for everyone. Whether you’re just 
getting into the sport, you like to hunt, or you want the baddest machine on 

the trail, we have what you’re looking for. And unlike our competitors, we 
load up our machines with great stuff without charging you for every little 

extra. With CFMOTO, you just plain 
get more so you can get out and 

experience more together.

WARNING: CFMOTO recreational vehicles are intended for off-road use only, and can be hazardous to operate. Read Owner’s Manual and all product labels before operating. 
Never operate on paved roads. Operators and passengers must wear a helmet, eye protection and protective clothing. Operators must be at least 16 years old with a valid driver’s 
license. Passengers, if permitted, must be at least 12 years old. Always use seat belts, cab netting and doors (if equipped). Never operate under the influence of alcohol or drugs. 
Avoid excessive speed and sharp turns, and never engage in stunt driving. Check state and local laws before operating on trails. Take a safety training course before operating. 
Contact your CFMOTO dealer for more information, call the ATV Safety Institute at 1-800-887-2887, or go to www.atvsafety.org. ©2020 Zhejiang CFMOTO Power Co., Ltd.
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By Andrea Macko
Greenville Pioneer

NEW YORK―Unacast, an
award-winning location data and
analytics firm, has launched a So-
cial Distancing Scoreboard.

The Scorecard assigns a letter
grade of A through F to all states
and counties in relation to social
distancing behavior during the
COVID-19 pandemic. The tool
does not rank response to the virus
by public health officials but in-
stead focuses on public behavior.

Using the change in distance
traveled prior to COVID-19 in
comparison to present day, areas
that observe at least a 40% de-
crease in average distance traveled
are assigned a grade of A, while
those that exhibit less than 10% de-
crease or increase are assigned an
F. Letter grades are then compared
to the number of new COVID-19
cases reported in those areas to
help users draw conclusions be-
tween social distancing behavior
and virus spread over time.

So how do local counties rank?
Overall Greene County has

received a grade of C-, as has
Schohaire County. Albany Coun-
ty received a grade of C. The best
scores in New York State were
four counties in the North Coun-
try. The overwhelming majority of

New York State counties received
a C or D grade, giving the county
an average C grade. As of press
time, no county had received an F.

Overall, the United States av-
erage grade was a C. Nevada, Col-
orado, Hawaii, Michigan and Wis-
consin earned B grades. Louisiana

was the only state to earn an F.
Unacast is developing the

technology with public datasets,
as well as aggregate mobility and
anonymous device data from tens
of millions of devices. Unacast’s
proprietary technology then ex-
trapolates the results to show
trends by county and by state.

Unacast created this pro bono
offering, powered by its Real
World Graph data engine, to
help public health experts, policy
makers, academics, community
leaders and businesses in retail
and real estate gain accurate in-
sights into current public behav-
ior and unearth trends for future
scenarios related to the spread of
COVID-19.

In the wake of the global pan-
demic, the World Health Organi-
zation and the Centers for Disease
Control have advised social dis-
tancing as a containment method
to slow the spread of the disease.

“COVID-19 spreads mainly

among people who are in close
contact (within about 6 feet) for a
prolonged period. Spread happens
when an infected person coughs,
sneezes, or talks, and droplets from
their mouth or nose are launched
into the air and land in the mouths
or noses of people nearby. The
droplets can also be inhaled into
the lungs. Recent studies indi-
cate that people who are infected
but do not have symptoms likely
also play a role in the spread of
COVID-19,” the CDC reports.
“It may be possible that a person
can get COVID-19 by touching a
surface or object that has the virus
on it and then touching their own
mouth, nose, or eyes. However,
this is not thought to be the main
way the virus spreads. COVID-19
can live for hours or days on a sur-
face, depending on factors such
as sun light and humidity. Social
distancing helps limit contact with
infected people and contaminated
surfaces.”

Unacast applied geospatial
human mobility insights with its
proprietary tools to create an in-
teractive map showing mobility
trends by county or by state as a
way to raise awareness of and re-
inforce the importance of social
distancing in relation to slowing
the spread of COVID-19.

“Our goal in developing this
and our COVID-19 Toolkit is to
empower organizations to un-
earth reliable and valuable infor-
mation to guide critical decision
making and planning in relation
to COVID-19 containment,”
said Thomas Walle, CEO and
Co-founder at Unacast. “We are
updating the Scorecard and en-
hancing this COVID-19 Toolkit to
provide the most timely and accu-
rate information possible, with the
hope of ultimately saving lives.”

Editor’s note: The grades in
the above article are based on
data from April 16. For more in-
formation or to see if a county’s
grade has changed, visit Unacast.
com.

PHOTO CONTRIBUTED
Unacast has given counties in each state a grade based on how the public maintains social distancing.

Data firm ranks counties on social
distancing behavior

Come and meet Janice, Lynn, Gail and Vickie
And welcome new stylist, Brittney Blake to our team.

Grand Opening

Thursday, November 14TH

9:30am-5:00pm

Janice Mahoney, new owner of 
Jan’s Country Cuts, in Greenville

would like to invite you to their grand opening!

REFRESHMENTS WILL BE SERVED — ALL ARE WELCOME!

4841 State Route 81, Greenville, NY  12083
518-966-8349

Jan’s Country Cuts

Grand Opening

Thursday, November 14TH

9:30am-5:00pm

Janice Mahoney, new owner of 
Jan’s Country Cuts, in Greenville

would like to invite you to their grand opening!

Normal hours Wednesday-Saturdays  9:30am-5:00pm

EFRESHMENTS WILL BE SERVED LL ARE WELCOME
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Obituaries
Maria K. Kammerer

CORNWALLVILLE―Maria K.
Kammerer, age 80, of Cornwall-
ville, NY passed away on March
25, 2020 in Catskill, NY.

Maria was born on July 31,
1939 in Romania and was the
daughter of the late Nikolaus and
Agatha (Wagner) Zimmermann.

In addition to her parents she
is predeceased by her husband
Richard Kammerer.

Survivors include her sister
Anneliese Hartman of Missouri,
her brother Walter Zimmermann
of North Carolina, and her
nephew Walter Zimmermann of
Texas. Also survived by her loving
English Shepherd Dog compan-
ion, Wizzard.

Maria was a former owner and
chef at the Mountain Brauhaus
where she enjoyed one of her
many passions of cooking. She
also worked many years as a
secretary with the Cairo-Durham
School District. She enjoyed
sewing, was an avid gardener,
painter and artist and will be
missed and forever cherished by
all who knew and loved her.

Due to the current Coronavirus
pandemic, a private burial will
take place at this time. A Cele-
bration of Maria’s Life will take
place at a later date. Maria’s
family thanks you for your under-
standing.

In lieu of flowers memorial
donations may be made to the
Columbia Greene Humane So-
ciety, 111 Humane Society Rd.,
Hudson, NY 12534.

Condolences may be made at
www.richardsfuneralhomeinc.
net.

Maria K. Kammerer
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Come and meet Janice, Lynn, Gail and Vickie
And welcome new stylist, Brittney Blake to our team.

4841 State Route 81, Greenville, NY  12083
518-966-8349

Jan’s Country Cuts

Grand Opening

Thursday, November 14TH

9:30am-5:00pm

Janice Mahoney, new owner of 
Jan’s Country Cuts, in Greenville

would like to invite you to their grand opening!

Normal hours Wednesday-Saturdays  Opens at 9:30am

REFRESHMENTS WILL BE SERVED — ALL ARE WELCOME!
Come and meet Janice, Lynn, Gail and Vickie!

4841 State Route 81, Greenville, NY  12083
518-966-8349

Jan’s Country Cuts

Grand Opening

Thursday, November 14TH

9:30am-5:00pm

Janice Mahoney, new owner of 
Jan’s Country Cuts, in Greenville

would like to invite you to their grand opening!

Normal hours Wednesday-Saturdays  9:30am-5:00pm

EFRESHMENTS WILL BE SERVED LL ARE WELCOME
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Dr. Dorothy Urschel

HUDSON – Columbia Memo-
rial Health last week announced
the selection of Dorothy M. Ur-
schel as its new chief operating
officer.

Dr. Urschel is an experienced
health care executive who has
held senior clinical and admin-
istrative leadership posts in nu-
merous health care organizations,
most recently at St. Peter’s Health
Partners as vice president of oper-
ations and chief nursing officer at
Albany Memorial Hospital, and
vice president of Cardiac and Vas-
cular Services.

An accomplished clinician,
administrator and academic, Ur-
schel is an acute care and family
nurse practitioner. She also holds
a master’s degree in business ad-
ministration. She replaces Karen
Tassey, who retired after serving
as CMH’s chief operating officer
for the past seven years.

“Dorothy Urschel is a dynam-
ic leader and highly experienced
caregiver who has consistently
demonstrated an ability to lead
and succeed with a ‘patient first’
perspective,” said CMH Presi-
dent and CEO Jay P. Cahalan.
“The complexities of health care
system operations are numerous,
but the imperative remains that
all of our efforts are centered on
delivering high-quality and com-
passionate care to our patients.
Dorothy will be a key player in
our commitment to that mission.”

In addition to her clinical and

administrative leadership posts
at St. Peter’s, Dr. Urschel has
held leadership positions at West-
chester Medical Center, Kaleida
Health and Roswell Park Cancer
Institute, among others. An aca-
demic leader and teacher, she has
served as an associate professor,
adjunct faculty member and clin-
ical speaker at leading schools of
nursing.

“Columbia Memorial Health
has evolved to become a compre-
hensive health care provider for
Columbia and Greene Counties,”
Urschel said. “And being a part
of the Albany Med Health System
provides unparalleled access to an
expansive array of specialty care
services. I’m very excited to be
part of a caring and highly experi-
enced team of professionals.”
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Shelva Jean Maynard
GREENVILLE―Shelva Jean

Maynard, 82, formerly of Green-
ville was led by angels to peace
on March 30, 2020.

Born Shelva J. Lane on March
7, 1938, in Endicott, to the late
Delbert and Josephine Lane.

Shelva was also predeceased
by siblings, Arthur, William and
Elizabeth Lane and daughter,
Tammy Zacchio, of Cairo.

She is survived by her children,
daughter, Deborah Ann Morris,
Chenango Forks, son, Barry Lane
White and wife, Robin, Lynnville
TN, daughter, Barbara Lynn
Hogan and husband, Joseph,
Greene;  sister, Beverly and hus-
band Clifford Wilcox, Zavalla TX;
grandchildren,  Amanda Pratt,
Jesse, Sarah, Adam and Clay
Morris, Gaetano Zacchio Jr and
wife Heather, Austin Zacchio and
wife Lisa, Natasha and Nicole
Zacchio, Chrissy (White) Arellano,
Matthew White, Jessica (White)

Fralick, Josie White, Elizabeth
White, Kelsey, Brandi and Jenna
Keathly; 16 great-grandchildren
as well as several nieces and
nephews.

Shelva graduated from Greene
Central School, attended nursing
school and was employed by the
Cadre Corporation and I.B.M.
in Owego.  Later employed by
the Conoco Corporation while in
Texas, manager for Cumberland
Farms while living in Greenville
and Eckerds Pharmacy in Greene
until her retirement.

To honor her request, there will
be no public services. A private
graveside service for family will
be held at a later date at the
Riverhurst Cemetery, Endwell.

Arrangements are under direc-
tion of Root Funeral Home, 23
N. Chenango Street, Greene, NY
13778 and condolences may be
sent to the family at www.rootfh.
com.
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Obituaries
Egeziaca ‘Jessica’ Rufa

WESTERLO―Egeziaca “Jes-
sica” Rufa, 106, passed away 
peacefully on Monday, March 
9, 2020 at the Community Hos-
pice Inn at St. Peter’s Hospital. 

She was born in Frosinone, 
Italy on November 20, 1913 
to the late Peter and Dominica 
Perciballi. 

She was raised in Italy and 
in 1929, she married Vincent 
Rufa. 

She raised her family in 
Italy before the family moved 
to America in 1954. They all 
settled in the Bronx, where she 
worked as a seamstress. 

In 1988, she moved to West-
erlo, where she joined St. John 
the Baptist Church and became 
a member of the Rosary Soci-
ety. Jessica enjoyed cooking, 
crocheting, and gardening. In 
addition to her parents, she is 
predeceased by her children, 
Maria Rufa, Josephine Cestra, 
and Benny Rufa; and her sib-
lings, Peter Cerquiddi and Nena 
Perciballi.

Egeziaca is survived by her 

children, Ida Pironi and Peter 
Rufa, fifteen grandchildren, and 
several great and great-great 
grandchildren. 

Calling hours were Thursday 
March 12 at the A.J. Cunning-
ham Funeral Home, 4898 State 
Route 81, Greenville. A Funeral 
Mass was March 13 at St. John 
the Baptist Church, 4987 State 
Route 81, Greenville, followed 
by burial in Greenville Ceme-
tery. Condolences can be post-
ed at ajcunninghamfh.com.

Egeziaca ‘Jessica’ Rufa
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EFRESHMENTS WILL BE SERVED LL ARE WELCOME
Dr. Dorothy Urschel

HUDSON – Columbia Memo-
rial Health last week announced
the selection of Dorothy M. Ur-
schel as its new chief operating
officer.

Dr. Urschel is an experienced
health care executive who has
held senior clinical and admin-
istrative leadership posts in nu-
merous health care organizations,
most recently at St. Peter’s Health
Partners as vice president of oper-
ations and chief nursing officer at
Albany Memorial Hospital, and
vice president of Cardiac and Vas-
cular Services.

An accomplished clinician,
administrator and academic, Ur-
schel is an acute care and family
nurse practitioner. She also holds
a master’s degree in business ad-
ministration. She replaces Karen
Tassey, who retired after serving
as CMH’s chief operating officer
for the past seven years.

“Dorothy Urschel is a dynam-
ic leader and highly experienced
caregiver who has consistently
demonstrated an ability to lead
and succeed with a ‘patient first’
perspective,” said CMH Presi-
dent and CEO Jay P. Cahalan.
“The complexities of health care
system operations are numerous,
but the imperative remains that
all of our efforts are centered on
delivering high-quality and com-
passionate care to our patients.
Dorothy will be a key player in
our commitment to that mission.”

In addition to her clinical and

administrative leadership posts
at St. Peter’s, Dr. Urschel has
held leadership positions at West-
chester Medical Center, Kaleida
Health and Roswell Park Cancer
Institute, among others. An aca-
demic leader and teacher, she has
served as an associate professor,
adjunct faculty member and clin-
ical speaker at leading schools of
nursing.

“Columbia Memorial Health
has evolved to become a compre-
hensive health care provider for
Columbia and Greene Counties,”
Urschel said. “And being a part
of the Albany Med Health System
provides unparalleled access to an
expansive array of specialty care
services. I’m very excited to be
part of a caring and highly experi-
enced team of professionals.”

Columbia Memorial 
Health announces  

new COO
Dorothy Urschel to join executive 

leadership team
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By Andrea Macko
Greenville Pioneer

NEW YORK―Unacast, an 
award-winning location data and 
analytics firm, has launched a So-
cial Distancing Scoreboard.

The Scorecard assigns a letter 
grade of A through F to all states 
and counties in relation to social 
distancing behavior during the 
COVID-19 pandemic. The tool 
does not rank response to the virus 
by public health officials but in-
stead focuses on public behavior.

Using the change in distance 
traveled prior to COVID-19 in 
comparison to present day, areas 
that observe at least a 40% de-
crease in average distance traveled 
are assigned a grade of A, while 
those that exhibit less than 10% de-
crease or increase are assigned an 
F. Letter grades are then compared 
to the number of new COVID-19 
cases reported in those areas to 
help users draw conclusions be-
tween social distancing behavior 
and virus spread over time.

So how do local counties rank?
Overall Greene County has 

received a grade of C-, as has 
Schohaire County. Albany Coun-
ty received a grade of C. The best 
scores in New York State were 
four counties in the North Coun-
try. The overwhelming majority of 

New York State counties received 
a C or D grade, giving the county 
an average C grade. As of press 
time, no county had received an F.

Overall, the United States av-
erage grade was a C. Nevada, Col-
orado, Hawaii, Michigan and Wis-
consin earned B grades. Louisiana 

was the only state to earn an F.
Unacast is developing the 

technology with public datasets, 
as well as aggregate mobility and 
anonymous device data from tens 
of millions of devices. Unacast’s 
proprietary technology then ex-
trapolates the results to show 
trends by county and by state.

Unacast created this pro bono 
offering, powered by its Real 
World Graph data engine, to 
help public health experts, policy 
makers, academics, community 
leaders and businesses in retail 
and real estate gain accurate in-
sights into current public behav-
ior and unearth trends for future 
scenarios related to the spread of 
COVID-19. 

In the wake of the global pan-
demic, the World Health Organi-
zation and the Centers for Disease 
Control have advised social dis-
tancing as a containment method 
to slow the spread of the disease. 

“COVID-19 spreads mainly 

among people who are in close 
contact (within about 6 feet) for a 
prolonged period. Spread happens 
when an infected person coughs, 
sneezes, or talks, and droplets from 
their mouth or nose are launched 
into the air and land in the mouths 
or noses of people nearby. The 
droplets can also be inhaled into 
the lungs. Recent studies indi-
cate that people who are infected 
but do not have symptoms likely 
also play a role in the spread of 
COVID-19,” the CDC reports. 
“It may be possible that a person 
can get COVID-19 by touching a 
surface or object that has the virus 
on it and then touching their own 
mouth, nose, or eyes. However, 
this is not thought to be the main 
way the virus spreads. COVID-19 
can live for hours or days on a sur-
face, depending on factors such 
as sun light and humidity. Social 
distancing helps limit contact with 
infected people and contaminated 
surfaces.”

Unacast applied geospatial 
human mobility insights with its 
proprietary tools to create an in-
teractive map showing mobility 
trends by county or by state as a 
way to raise awareness of and re-
inforce the importance of social 
distancing in relation to slowing 
the spread of COVID-19. 

“Our goal in developing this 
and our COVID-19 Toolkit is to 
empower organizations to un-
earth reliable and valuable infor-
mation to guide critical decision 
making and planning in relation 
to COVID-19 containment,” 
said Thomas Walle, CEO and 
Co-founder at Unacast. “We are 
updating the Scorecard and en-
hancing this COVID-19 Toolkit to 
provide the most timely and accu-
rate information possible, with the 
hope of ultimately saving lives.”

Editor’s note: The grades in 
the above article are based on 
data from April 16. For more in-
formation or to see if a county’s 
grade has changed, visit Unacast.
com.

PHOTO CONTRIBUTED
Unacast has given counties in each state a grade based on how the public maintains social distancing. 

Data firm ranks counties on social 
distancing behavior
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Obituaries
Maria K. Kammerer

CORNWALLVILLE―Maria K. 
Kammerer, age 80, of Cornwall-
ville, NY passed away on March 
25, 2020 in Catskill, NY. 

Maria was born on July 31, 
1939 in Romania and was the 
daughter of the late Nikolaus and 
Agatha (Wagner) Zimmermann. 

In addition to her parents she 
is predeceased by her husband 
Richard Kammerer. 

Survivors include her sister 
Anneliese Hartman of Missouri, 
her brother Walter Zimmermann 
of North Carolina, and her 
nephew Walter Zimmermann of 
Texas. Also survived by her loving 
English Shepherd Dog compan-
ion, Wizzard. 

Maria was a former owner and 
chef at the Mountain Brauhaus 
where she enjoyed one of her 
many passions of cooking. She 
also worked many years as a 
secretary with the Cairo-Durham 
School District. She enjoyed 
sewing, was an avid gardener, 
painter and artist and will be 
missed and forever cherished by 
all who knew and loved her. 

Due to the current Coronavirus 
pandemic, a private burial will 
take place at this time. A Cele-
bration of Maria’s Life will take 
place at a later date. Maria’s 
family thanks you for your under-
standing. 

In lieu of flowers memorial 
donations may be made to the 
Columbia Greene Humane So-
ciety, 111 Humane Society Rd., 
Hudson, NY 12534. 

Condolences may be made at 
www.richardsfuneralhomeinc.
net.

Maria K. Kammerer
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Dr. Dorothy Urschel

HUDSON – Columbia Memo-
rial Health last week announced 
the selection of Dorothy M. Ur-
schel as its new chief operating 
officer. 

Dr. Urschel is an experienced 
health care executive who has 
held senior clinical and admin-
istrative leadership posts in nu-
merous health care organizations, 
most recently at St. Peter’s Health 
Partners as vice president of oper-
ations and chief nursing officer at 
Albany Memorial Hospital, and 
vice president of Cardiac and Vas-
cular Services.

An accomplished clinician, 
administrator and academic, Ur-
schel is an acute care and family 
nurse practitioner. She also holds 
a master’s degree in business ad-
ministration. She replaces Karen 
Tassey, who retired after serving 
as CMH’s chief operating officer 
for the past seven years. 

“Dorothy Urschel is a dynam-
ic leader and highly experienced 
caregiver who has consistently 
demonstrated an ability to lead 
and succeed with a ‘patient first’ 
perspective,” said CMH Presi-
dent and CEO Jay P. Cahalan. 
“The complexities of health care 
system operations are numerous, 
but the imperative remains that 
all of our efforts are centered on 
delivering high-quality and com-
passionate care to our patients. 
Dorothy will be a key player in 
our commitment to that mission.”

In addition to her clinical and 

administrative leadership posts 
at St. Peter’s, Dr. Urschel has 
held leadership positions at West-
chester Medical Center, Kaleida 
Health and Roswell Park Cancer 
Institute, among others. An aca-
demic leader and teacher, she has 
served as an associate professor, 
adjunct faculty member and clin-
ical speaker at leading schools of 
nursing.

“Columbia Memorial Health 
has evolved to become a compre-
hensive health care provider for 
Columbia and Greene Counties,” 
Urschel said. “And being a part 
of the Albany Med Health System 
provides unparalleled access to an 
expansive array of specialty care 
services. I’m very excited to be 
part of a caring and highly experi-
enced team of professionals.” 

Columbia Memorial 
Health announces  

new COO
Dorothy Urschel to join executive 

leadership team
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Jan’s Country Cuts, in Greenville
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Grand Opening

Thursday, November 14TH

9:30am-5:00pm
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Shelva Jean Maynard
GREENVILLE―Shelva Jean 

Maynard, 82, formerly of Green-
ville was led by angels to peace 
on March 30, 2020. 

Born Shelva J. Lane on March 
7, 1938, in Endicott, to the late 
Delbert and Josephine Lane. 

Shelva was also predeceased 
by siblings, Arthur, William and 
Elizabeth Lane and daughter, 
Tammy Zacchio, of Cairo.  

She is survived by her children, 
daughter, Deborah Ann Morris, 
Chenango Forks, son, Barry Lane 
White and wife, Robin, Lynnville 
TN, daughter, Barbara Lynn 
Hogan and husband, Joseph, 
Greene;  sister, Beverly and hus-
band Clifford Wilcox, Zavalla TX;  
grandchildren,  Amanda Pratt, 
Jesse, Sarah, Adam and Clay 
Morris, Gaetano Zacchio Jr and 
wife Heather, Austin Zacchio and 
wife Lisa, Natasha and Nicole 
Zacchio, Chrissy (White) Arellano, 
Matthew White, Jessica (White) 

Fralick, Josie White, Elizabeth 
White, Kelsey, Brandi and Jenna 
Keathly; 16 great-grandchildren 
as well as several nieces and 
nephews. 

Shelva graduated from Greene 
Central School, attended nursing 
school and was employed by the 
Cadre Corporation and I.B.M. 
in Owego.  Later employed by 
the Conoco Corporation while in 
Texas, manager for Cumberland 
Farms while living in Greenville 
and Eckerds Pharmacy in Greene 
until her retirement. 

To honor her request, there will 
be no public services. A private 
graveside service for family will 
be held at a later date at the 
Riverhurst Cemetery, Endwell. 

Arrangements are under direc-
tion of Root Funeral Home, 23 
N. Chenango Street, Greene, NY 
13778 and condolences may be 
sent to the family at www.rootfh.
com.
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Obituaries
Egeziaca ‘Jessica’ Rufa

WESTERLO―Egeziaca “Jes-
sica” Rufa, 106, passed away 
peacefully on Monday, March 
9, 2020 at the Community Hos-
pice Inn at St. Peter’s Hospital. 

She was born in Frosinone, 
Italy on November 20, 1913 
to the late Peter and Dominica 
Perciballi. 

She was raised in Italy and 
in 1929, she married Vincent 
Rufa. 

She raised her family in 
Italy before the family moved 
to America in 1954. They all 
settled in the Bronx, where she 
worked as a seamstress. 

In 1988, she moved to West-
erlo, where she joined St. John 
the Baptist Church and became 
a member of the Rosary Soci-
ety. Jessica enjoyed cooking, 
crocheting, and gardening. In 
addition to her parents, she is 
predeceased by her children, 
Maria Rufa, Josephine Cestra, 
and Benny Rufa; and her sib-
lings, Peter Cerquiddi and Nena 
Perciballi.

Egeziaca is survived by her 

children, Ida Pironi and Peter 
Rufa, fifteen grandchildren, and 
several great and great-great 
grandchildren. 

Calling hours were Thursday 
March 12 at the A.J. Cunning-
ham Funeral Home, 4898 State 
Route 81, Greenville. A Funeral 
Mass was March 13 at St. John 
the Baptist Church, 4987 State 
Route 81, Greenville, followed 
by burial in Greenville Ceme-
tery. Condolences can be post-
ed at ajcunninghamfh.com.

Egeziaca ‘Jessica’ Rufa

The future of our country depends 
on the ability of journalists to 
provide the public with 
investigative journalism.
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investigative journalism:

Donate to the International
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#SupportRealNews
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Thursday, November 14TH

9:30am-5:00pm
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Jan’s Country Cuts, in Greenville
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Jan’s Country Cuts

Grand Opening

Thursday, November 14TH

9:30am-5:00pm

Janice Mahoney, new owner of 
Jan’s Country Cuts, in Greenville

would like to invite you to their grand opening!

Normal hours Wednesday-Saturdays  9:30am-5:00pm

EFRESHMENTS WILL BE SERVED LL ARE WELCOME
Dr. Dorothy Urschel

HUDSON – Columbia Memo-
rial Health last week announced 
the selection of Dorothy M. Ur-
schel as its new chief operating 
officer. 

Dr. Urschel is an experienced 
health care executive who has 
held senior clinical and admin-
istrative leadership posts in nu-
merous health care organizations, 
most recently at St. Peter’s Health 
Partners as vice president of oper-
ations and chief nursing officer at 
Albany Memorial Hospital, and 
vice president of Cardiac and Vas-
cular Services.

An accomplished clinician, 
administrator and academic, Ur-
schel is an acute care and family 
nurse practitioner. She also holds 
a master’s degree in business ad-
ministration. She replaces Karen 
Tassey, who retired after serving 
as CMH’s chief operating officer 
for the past seven years. 

“Dorothy Urschel is a dynam-
ic leader and highly experienced 
caregiver who has consistently 
demonstrated an ability to lead 
and succeed with a ‘patient first’ 
perspective,” said CMH Presi-
dent and CEO Jay P. Cahalan. 
“The complexities of health care 
system operations are numerous, 
but the imperative remains that 
all of our efforts are centered on 
delivering high-quality and com-
passionate care to our patients. 
Dorothy will be a key player in 
our commitment to that mission.”

In addition to her clinical and 

administrative leadership posts 
at St. Peter’s, Dr. Urschel has 
held leadership positions at West-
chester Medical Center, Kaleida 
Health and Roswell Park Cancer 
Institute, among others. An aca-
demic leader and teacher, she has 
served as an associate professor, 
adjunct faculty member and clin-
ical speaker at leading schools of 
nursing.

“Columbia Memorial Health 
has evolved to become a compre-
hensive health care provider for 
Columbia and Greene Counties,” 
Urschel said. “And being a part 
of the Albany Med Health System 
provides unparalleled access to an 
expansive array of specialty care 
services. I’m very excited to be 
part of a caring and highly experi-
enced team of professionals.” 

Columbia Memorial 
Health announces  

new COO
Dorothy Urschel to join executive 

leadership team
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Thursday, November 14TH
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Janice Mahoney, new owner of 
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2166 US RT 9W, Ravena  |  felicianobodyworks@gmail.com

We deal with all 
insurance companies, 

and offer free
on the spot estimates.

Collision Repairs 
& Custom Designs

“Beep Beep, It’s A Hit”

(518) 530-6209

From Delmar to Coxsackie   518-466-1397   Dan Houghtaling

• Spring & Fall Cleanups
• Lawn Care
• Mulch Install / Bed Edging
• Tree & Hedge Pruning

• Yard Work
• Compact Tractor Work
• Stump Grinding
• Gutter Cleaning

• Handyman Work
• Pressure & Soft Washing
• Painting Indoor & Outdoor

Insured and Professional

D.H. Landscaping 
& Home Services, LLC.
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GLASS        PLASTIC       CANS
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WE ACCEPT ALL N.Y.STATE DEPOSITS
— Approaching 1 year in business July 9th, 2019 —

Drop Off Service
NO Waiting at Machines
We Count for You!
Want to Help with Raising Money — 
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on All NY State Deposit 
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*Must place window order 
by October 30th, 2019! 

Invest in your 
home's energy 
efficiency this fall 
and save at GNH! 
For a limited time 
only, 2200 Series 
Smarter Windows
Double Hung 
Replacements are
ONLY $169.OO! 

Visit GNH to 
learn more.

Greenville · Windham · Latham
www.GNHlumber.com
0% financing to credit qualified

Invest in Energy Efficient Double 
Hung Windows This Fall and SAVE!

Open 7 days a week from 10am-5pm
(518) 731-6196  •  Cty Rt 26, Climax, NY  12042

Follow us
on Facebook(1/2 Mile on left off Rte. 81  —  Red Barns on Hill)

, LLC
Sweet Cider and Our Own Cider Donuts!
16 Varieties of Apples Still on the Stand!

Pies on the Weekends!
       Squash, Vegetables, 

Local Maple Syrup & Honey, 
Jams & Jellies.

ORDER YOUR
THANKSGIVING 

PIES
BY NOV. 24th

We Now Carry Local Grass Fed Beef!

On the 
stand:

Qualifi ed households may now 
apply for Home Energy Assistance 
Pro¬gram (HEAP) grants, a feder-
ally funded program that provides 
both reg¬ular and emergency fi -
nancial assistance to help pay heat-
ing and utility bills. 

The grants are available 
through local Department of So-
cial Services (DSS) offi ces and 
Offi ces for the Aging. Customers 
of Central Hudson Gas & Electric 
Corp. who receive a HEAP bene-
fi t toward their ac¬count will also 
be issued a monthly credit on their 
bill for a max¬imum of 12 months 
based on service type and amount 
of HEAP benefi t.

“We’re pleased to offer addi-
tional assistance to families who 
may be struggling and depend on 
HEAP benefi ts, and encourage all 
eligible households to apply,” said 
Anthony Campagiorni, Vice Pres-
ident of Customer Services and 
Regulatory Affairs.

Campagiorni explained that 
qualifi ed families using electric-
ity or natural gas as their primary 
heating source may receive a reg-
ular HEAP benefi t $350 or more, 
depending on family income and 
size guidelines, applied toward 
their Central Hudson account. 

“In addition to these grants, eli-
gible customers will also receive a 
credit on their utility bills that pro-
vide further assistance in lowering 
their energy costs,” said Campa-
giorni. 

The bill credit is based on the 
type of heating source and income 
level. 

He added that qualifi ed house-
holds receiving a HEAP benefi t for 
non-utility heating fuels such as 
oil, propane, wood/wood pellets, 
kero¬sene, coal or corn are also el-
igible for a monthly credit on their 
electric or non-heating gas bill. 

“We’re happy to provide bill 
discounts to customers who heat 
with these fuels, as well,” said 
Campagiorni. 

Customers should email their 
HEAP Notice of Decision Letter to 
Central Hudson at CareUnit@cen-
hud.com to be enrolled and receive 
the bill credit.

Regular HEAP grants for the 
fall and upcoming winter are avail-
able between now and Mar. 16, 
2020, or until funding is exhaust-
ed. Emergency HEAP grants will 
be available between Jan. 2 and 
Mar. 16, 2020. These benefi ts are 
designed to meet an eligible house-
hold’s immediate energy needs.

An additional benefi t, the 
Heating Equipment Repair or Re-
placement (HERR) program, is 
available to assist income quali-
fi ed homeowners in repairing or 
replacing their primary heating 
equipment when the systems are 
inoper¬able or unsafe. Appli-
cations for HERR are accepted 
through Sept. 30, 2020, or until the 
funding is ex¬hausted.

To apply for HEAP and HERR 
benefi ts, customers may contact 
their local DSS offi ce, call (800) 
342-3009, or visit www.mybene-
fi ts.ny.gov. In¬dividuals who are 
60 and older and do not receive 
Supplemental Nutrition Assistance 
Program (SNAP) benefi ts may 
contact their local Offi ce for the 
Aging to learn of the eligibil¬ity 
requirements by calling 800-342-
9871 or by visiting www.aging.
ny.gov.

For more information on 
HEAP eligibility requirements 
and benefi ts, visit www.Central-
Hudson.com/HEAP or http://otda.
ny.gov/programs/heap/program.
asp; and for more on all of Central 
Hudson’s assistance and billing 
programs, visit www.CentralHud-
son.com, and click on “My Ac-
count.” 

Home heating assistance 
grants now available

HUDSON — Medical and community leaders joined in Hudson 
recently to unveil state-of-the-art 3D breast biopsy technology that 
offi cials at Columbia Memorial Health say will signifi cantly improve 
the diagnosis, treatment and outcomes for breast cancer patients 
Greene and Columbia counties. 

The stereotactic 3D biopsy system, known as Affi rm, will pro-
vide more precise targeting of tissue abnormalities identifi ed through 
CMH’s 3D mammography capabilities, yielding earlier and more 
accurate detection of breast cancer. The technology was acquired 
through the generosity of community members who contributed to 
the Columbia Memorial Health Foundation.

“This life-saving 3D biopsy technology, paired with our 3D mam-
mography service, provides our patients with the most advanced diag-
nostic care available in locations that are comfortable, convenient and 
close to home,” said CMH President and CEO Jay P. Cahalan.

In addition to offering 3D mammography and 3D biopsy services, 
CMH has signifi cantly augmented its radiology and pathology exper-
tise through its affi liation with Albany Medical Center. The Albany 
Med and CMH radiology and pathology services are now fully inte-
grated, which means that mammograms, and all imaging and diagnos-
tic studies, are interpreted by the region’s leading experts.

 “Each year in the U.S. more than 268,000 women are diagnosed 
with breast cancer,” said Tariq Gill, M.D., chief of Radiology at CHM. 
“This technology, now available right here in our community, is a tre-
mendous step forward in our ability to detect and diagnose early stage 
breast cancer, signifi cantly improving the likelihood of successful 
treatment.” 

Columbia Memorial Health Foundation Vice Chair Anne Scho-
maker said: “This technology is truly a gift of life made possible 
through the tremendous generosity of our donors. We are grateful be-
yond words to our supporters who continue to rally around CMH to 
ensure its essential mission can continue and expand.”

CMH unveils 
3D biopsy technology

HANNACROIX — The Hannacroix Rural Cemetery, which is lo-
cated on Route 411 in Dormansville/Westerlo, is seeking donations for 
the 2020 mowing expense for the cemetery.  

Whether you have a loved one buried there or would just like to 
give a donation, it would be greatly appreciated, organizers said. They 
also thank all who have helped in the past. 

Organizers need your help to keep the cemetery maintained. Contri-
butions can be sent to: Hannacroix Rural Cemetery, C/O Linda Smith, 
Treasurer, 115 State Route 143, Westerlo, New York 12193.

Hannacroix Rural 
Cemetery seeks 2020 

mowing donations
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*Must place window order 
by October 30th, 2019! 

Invest in your 
home's energy 
efficiency this fall 
and save at GNH! 
For a limited time 
only, 2200 Series 
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Double Hung 
Replacements are
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learn more.
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0% financing to credit qualified
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, LLC
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THANKSGIVING 
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BY NOV. 24th

We Now Carry Local Grass Fed Beef!

On the 
stand:

Qualifi ed households may now 
apply for Home Energy Assistance 
Pro¬gram (HEAP) grants, a feder-
ally funded program that provides 
both reg¬ular and emergency fi -
nancial assistance to help pay heat-
ing and utility bills. 

The grants are available 
through local Department of So-
cial Services (DSS) offi ces and 
Offi ces for the Aging. Customers 
of Central Hudson Gas & Electric 
Corp. who receive a HEAP bene-
fi t toward their ac¬count will also 
be issued a monthly credit on their 
bill for a max¬imum of 12 months 
based on service type and amount 
of HEAP benefi t.

“We’re pleased to offer addi-
tional assistance to families who 
may be struggling and depend on 
HEAP benefi ts, and encourage all 
eligible households to apply,” said 
Anthony Campagiorni, Vice Pres-
ident of Customer Services and 
Regulatory Affairs.

Campagiorni explained that 
qualifi ed families using electric-
ity or natural gas as their primary 
heating source may receive a reg-
ular HEAP benefi t $350 or more, 
depending on family income and 
size guidelines, applied toward 
their Central Hudson account. 

“In addition to these grants, eli-
gible customers will also receive a 
credit on their utility bills that pro-
vide further assistance in lowering 
their energy costs,” said Campa-
giorni. 

The bill credit is based on the 
type of heating source and income 
level. 

He added that qualifi ed house-
holds receiving a HEAP benefi t for 
non-utility heating fuels such as 
oil, propane, wood/wood pellets, 
kero¬sene, coal or corn are also el-
igible for a monthly credit on their 
electric or non-heating gas bill. 

“We’re happy to provide bill 
discounts to customers who heat 
with these fuels, as well,” said 
Campagiorni. 

Customers should email their 
HEAP Notice of Decision Letter to 
Central Hudson at CareUnit@cen-
hud.com to be enrolled and receive 
the bill credit.

Regular HEAP grants for the 
fall and upcoming winter are avail-
able between now and Mar. 16, 
2020, or until funding is exhaust-
ed. Emergency HEAP grants will 
be available between Jan. 2 and 
Mar. 16, 2020. These benefi ts are 
designed to meet an eligible house-
hold’s immediate energy needs.

An additional benefi t, the 
Heating Equipment Repair or Re-
placement (HERR) program, is 
available to assist income quali-
fi ed homeowners in repairing or 
replacing their primary heating 
equipment when the systems are 
inoper¬able or unsafe. Appli-
cations for HERR are accepted 
through Sept. 30, 2020, or until the 
funding is ex¬hausted.

To apply for HEAP and HERR 
benefi ts, customers may contact 
their local DSS offi ce, call (800) 
342-3009, or visit www.mybene-
fi ts.ny.gov. In¬dividuals who are 
60 and older and do not receive 
Supplemental Nutrition Assistance 
Program (SNAP) benefi ts may 
contact their local Offi ce for the 
Aging to learn of the eligibil¬ity 
requirements by calling 800-342-
9871 or by visiting www.aging.
ny.gov.

For more information on 
HEAP eligibility requirements 
and benefi ts, visit www.Central-
Hudson.com/HEAP or http://otda.
ny.gov/programs/heap/program.
asp; and for more on all of Central 
Hudson’s assistance and billing 
programs, visit www.CentralHud-
son.com, and click on “My Ac-
count.” 

Home heating assistance 
grants now available

HUDSON — Medical and community leaders joined in Hudson 
recently to unveil state-of-the-art 3D breast biopsy technology that 
offi cials at Columbia Memorial Health say will signifi cantly improve 
the diagnosis, treatment and outcomes for breast cancer patients 
Greene and Columbia counties. 

The stereotactic 3D biopsy system, known as Affi rm, will pro-
vide more precise targeting of tissue abnormalities identifi ed through 
CMH’s 3D mammography capabilities, yielding earlier and more 
accurate detection of breast cancer. The technology was acquired 
through the generosity of community members who contributed to 
the Columbia Memorial Health Foundation.

“This life-saving 3D biopsy technology, paired with our 3D mam-
mography service, provides our patients with the most advanced diag-
nostic care available in locations that are comfortable, convenient and 
close to home,” said CMH President and CEO Jay P. Cahalan.

In addition to offering 3D mammography and 3D biopsy services, 
CMH has signifi cantly augmented its radiology and pathology exper-
tise through its affi liation with Albany Medical Center. The Albany 
Med and CMH radiology and pathology services are now fully inte-
grated, which means that mammograms, and all imaging and diagnos-
tic studies, are interpreted by the region’s leading experts.

 “Each year in the U.S. more than 268,000 women are diagnosed 
with breast cancer,” said Tariq Gill, M.D., chief of Radiology at CHM. 
“This technology, now available right here in our community, is a tre-
mendous step forward in our ability to detect and diagnose early stage 
breast cancer, signifi cantly improving the likelihood of successful 
treatment.” 

Columbia Memorial Health Foundation Vice Chair Anne Scho-
maker said: “This technology is truly a gift of life made possible 
through the tremendous generosity of our donors. We are grateful be-
yond words to our supporters who continue to rally around CMH to 
ensure its essential mission can continue and expand.”

CMH unveils 
3D biopsy technology

HANNACROIX — The Hannacroix Rural Cemetery, which is lo-
cated on Route 411 in Dormansville/Westerlo, is seeking donations for 
the 2020 mowing expense for the cemetery.  

Whether you have a loved one buried there or would just like to 
give a donation, it would be greatly appreciated, organizers said. They 
also thank all who have helped in the past. 

Organizers need your help to keep the cemetery maintained. Contri-
butions can be sent to: Hannacroix Rural Cemetery, C/O Linda Smith, 
Treasurer, 115 State Route 143, Westerlo, New York 12193.

Hannacroix Rural 
Cemetery seeks 2020 

mowing donations
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Many people, both men and 
women, kept diaries in the past. 
I have a small collection of local 
diaries and would love to have 
more because they illustrate the 
daily lives people were leading 
and what and who was import-
ant to them. Most people started 
diary keeping on January 1 of 
a given year. While they may 
not have continued recording 
until the end of the year, the di-
aries usually tell what their au-
thors were doing on New Year’s 
Day. Since this edition of “The 
Greenville Pioneer” is coming 
out on January 1, I thought I 
would share with you how some 
people spent that day in the past. 
I don’t even know the names of 
all those who kept the diaries. 
Often, they didn’t put their 
names in the books. Perhaps you 
can guess who the authors might 
have been. If you do fi nd a clue, 
please let me know.

 Helen Tripp was one of the 
daughters of Alfred and Maria 
Utter Tripp. She was born Jan-
uary 26,1853, and she lived un-
til January 27, 1917. She lived 
in the brick house on the main 
street of Oak Hill with her fam-
ily. On January 1, 1874, she 
started a diary: 

Thursday, Weather very 
pleasant. I worked around the 
house until noon. In the after-
noon sewed on my dress. Did 
not go anywhere nor was there 
any one in here till evening. Mrs. 
Eliza Flower called. Received a 
letter from Libbie Russell.

Friday, January 2: Weather 
very pleasant, thawed all day. 
I sewed on my dress nearly all 
day. Aunt Mary Utter and Jim-
mie came down this evening to 
go to the donation. [I can imag-
ine what the donation was, but 
can anyone share more informa-
tion?] Aunt Mary invited us to 
go with her. The coal fi re went 
out last night. I had to make it 
up this morning. Aunt Mary had 
a very nice time; they cleared 
$104.

Saturday, January.3: Weath-
er very pleasant; thawed all day 
again today. I had to make the 
coal fi re again today. Father, 
Mother, Hattie and Carrie [her 
two youngest sisters] went over 
to Uncle Briggs today. [Uncle 
Briggs was a Tripp and lived in 
Medusa or Westerlo]. I fi nished 
my dress, all but the buttons and 
pockets.

Sunday, January 4:  Weather 
very nice and pleasant. Went to 
Durham to church this morn-
ing. Did not get back in time 
for Sunday School. Did not go 
to church this afternoon. [The 
Tripps lived next to the Oak Hill 
Methodist Church and were al-
ways very involved there.]  Or-
ville preached. I wrote a letter 
to Libbie Russell this evening. 
Did not go to church. [It sounds 
like there were opportunities to 
spend the whole day and eve-
ning at church.]

Chauncey B Day from Al-
cove recorded on January 
1,1887: Thurs. Went to Al-
cove—got 3 gal. kerosene.

The diary of another anon-
ymous person recorded: Jan 1, 
1888 Rained all day. Hugh here 
in evening. 

A. M. Cowles recorded in 
his diary: January 1, 1898: The 
snow that fell yesterday has 
been piled in heaps last night 
and the wind is still blowing. 
I could not get home last night 
for the snow was drifted.  Mr. 
Whitehead and myself played 5 
games of dominoes this morn-
ing.  In the evening played with 
Mr. Mackey. Mr. Cook and 
brother drove them to the house 
to break out the roads.

Jan. 1, 1918:  A diary from 
the Wade family recorded: Mary 
is with us. We stay in all day. 
Big Fire in Catskill 2:20 a.m.

Mrs. Mary D. Mattice from 
Catskill wrote: Wednesday, Jan 
1,1919: We stayed home. Made 
head cheese and hockeye [a pig 
product].

For years many Oak Hill and 
Vicinity families have gone to 
Florida in the winter; the Tripps, 
the Fords, and the Wades all had 
houses in the Bradenton area. 
For these folks, the New Year 
was a time to go south. A series 
of diaries written by the Wade 
family give an idea of what the 
New York folks did in Florida:

Gainesville Fla Jan 1, 1925. 

Mr. and Mrs. Bates, Nelson and 
I ate our New Year’s dinner to-
gether outside our tents plac-
ing our tables together. (Menu:  
fricasseed chicken, sweet and 
white potatoes, cucumber pick-
les, chili sauce, creamed onions, 
green peas, sweet corn, celery, 
cranberries sauce.  Coffee Lem-
on pies.) The men washed the 
dishes for us. Mrs. Bates and 
I called on Mrs. Harder from 
Hudson on this camp.

Jan 1, 1928: Spend the day a 
home. Bates are away the week 
end. Mr. and Mrs. Lasher called 
this afternoon. We spend our 
spare time writing letters. Nel-
son goes to church.

Deland Fla:  Jan 1, 1930 A 
very lovely day. Need no fi re. 
Wash this am; take a nap this af-
ternoon. And go with the Lash-
ers to see the Glorifi ed Ameri-
can Girl.

1934:  Deland, Fla. We go out 
for dinner and go to the movies 
in afternoon. Mr. and Mrs. Kipp 
from Orange City call in the 
evening. Tooldie seems some 
better today. 80 in the shade.

Jan 1, 1935: A lovely day. 
We call on Mr. and Mrs. Vincent 
and the Hacks. Have our din-
ner at home. Spend our evening 
with Mr. and Mrs. Luke

Jan 2.  Three callers. Nice 
day. Our anniversary. Hacks for 
the evening.

Jan. 1, 1938: A lovely day. 

Had dinner at home. Junior with 
us. There was a dinner at the CC 
[country club?] Building for the 
Tourists but we did not go. The 
holidays passed off very pleas-
antly. Thunder showers later 
evening.

Jan 1, 1939:  callers this af-
ternoon.

Jan 2 this is our 56th wedding 
anniversary. Quite a change be-
tween then and now

Jan 1, 1940:  Mr. and Mrs. 
Palmer, Mrs. Lasher, Nelson 
and I had our dinner at the Tour-
ist Club Rooms. A very nice 
turkey dinner gotten on purpose 
for the club about 230 were 
there.  Price 80 cents. The busi-
ness meeting at 7:00, then an 
entertainment and refreshments 
and card playing. Mr. and Mrs. 
Howards came this afternoon. 

You can see the New York 
folks had a wide circle of 
friends, lots of activities, and 
warm weather. Some of them 
stayed a few months and then 
returned north. Others made 
Florida their permanent home. 

Another diary which has 
no name identifying its owner, 
written in an O-K Seal Theme 
Tablet is one of my favorites. It 
is titled “My Diary for 1936.”

Wed. Jan 1 --1936:  Geils, 
John and I were to Flossies & 
Harris. A beautiful day. Came 
back and stopped at Golda’s, 
they were sawing ice.

Thurs. Jan 2. John went on 
the road I did chores, washed, 
another lovely day starting to 
rain at night. Reggie Fowler 
broke his leg at Newells.

Friday, Jan 3. Johns home, it 
rained all day. John went with 
Floyd Nickerson after hay.  I 
went to Helens.

Saturday Jan 4:  Lovely 
day just like spring. Helen and 
I went to Middleburg got our 
money from Clarence, came 
back by way of Potter Hollow. 
Stopped at Ethel Bates got home 
about 4 oclock had a hay ride 
through the woods.

Sunday Jan 5: Just a perfect 
day Very icy rained last night.  
John walked to Elmers. Geil, 
K.O. and Cecile was down after 
milk.

Mary Wade, wife of Leslie 
Wade, lived in the Green Re-
vival house in Oak Hill. She 
became the Durham Town Clerk 
January 1, 1946 and record-
ed in her diary: We have Town 
Clerk’s offi ce and had the safe 
etc. moved to our house.  Wrote 
a few licenses.  Stayed home for 
New Year’s Day.

Jan. 2:  got desk ready for 
Town Papers, etc.  Had to get 
new battery for car. Pop [Leslie] 
got all the Town Clerk material 
in order for me. Not much busi-
ness yet. 

Brooks Atkinson, the dra-

ma critic for the “New York 
Times,” and Pulitzer Prize-win-
ning author who had a house in 
Durham on the Susquehanna 
Turnpike for many years, pub-
lished a book in 1951 called 
“Once Around the Sun.” It is 
presented in diary form in that 
there is an essay for every day 
of the year. 

Some essays describe local 
residents, but today I want to 
share his philosophical com-
ments on January 1, 1951. He 
was in New York City that day. 
His musings seem relevant for 
today: “New Year’s Day. The 
new year comes in with a sting. 
New York is alarmed. Rain fall-
ing at a freezing temperature 
has covered the sidewalks with 
a hard glaze. Speaking over the 
city radio the mayor personally 
warns motorists to keep off the 
icy streets. The Weather Bu-
reau forecasts a heavy snow-
storm tonight. At the moment, 
the year looks bright…. we are 
warm and we begin the new 
year triumphantly. The worst 
can happen; occasionally it 
does. Not many of us in Ameri-
ca are prepared for it, for we do 
not believe it in our bones. We 
cheerfully assume that in some 
mystic way love conquers all, 
the good outweighs evil in the 
just balances of the universe and 
that at the eleventh hour some-
thing gloriously triumphant 
will prevent the worst before 
it happens. In the austere light 
of the world’s experience our 
optimism is naïve. When wars 
and depressions strike us down, 
we are shocked, incredulous, 
and unprepared. But cautious 
calculations bore us; they have 
such a dismal appearance and 
sound. To Americans optimism 
is a more congenial attitude. It 
may be even more than that: it 
may be creative. For all that I 
know at the moment, ‘Happy 
New Year’ may be nothing less 
than prophecy as the world be-
gins one more journey around 
the sun.”

Columnist Mary Lou Nahas 
is the Town of Durham Histori-
an. She lives in Oak Hill, thus 
the name of her column. 

Greenville Auto & Truck Parts 
4979 Route 81, Greenville · 518-966-5344 

Mon-Fri 7:30-6 · Sat 8-5 · Sun 9-2 

OVERBAUGH
DUMPSTERS 

15-Yard Dumpsters Available 
Mark Overbaugh - Greenville 

518-947-9981

Spring Cleaning?? 
Want to Get Rid of Old Metal? 
All Metals Picked up FREE!! 

All appliances - Air Conditioners 
Outdoor Grills - Metal Swimming Pools 

Call Today! 
John at 518-756-3056 

Many people kept diaries in the past

The front of the “Once Around the Sun” dust jacket is typical of illustration in 1951 
when it was published. The book sold for $4.

The dress Helen Tripp wrote about in her diary would likely have been similar to those worn by the Tripp ladies in this picture. 
They prided themselves on their fashionable attire, made mostly at home. At that period of time, the local stores sold yard 
good and notions. Some ladies in town had a dressmaker come to stay for a week or so to make their new gowns.

The Tripps had a house in Bradenton, where the whole family visited.  I U was in 
fact living there when he died, but his body was returned to Oak Hill for burial in 
the Oak Hill Cemetery. They were members of the Bradenton Country Club.

Mary Wade of Oak Hill was one of the many area people who went to Florida each 
winter. Some visited; others retired there. Most people drove from the Catskills to 
Florida, and there are numerous accounts of their trips which took several days 
and possibly car repairs along the way. 

CONTRIBUTED PHOTOS
The back of the dustjacket of Brooks Atkinson’s book pictures him and tells about 
his many achievements.

Durham history 
questions

I recently received an interest-
ing email from Bernard Rivers ask-
ing the following questions:

“It would be great if you could 
do an article focusing on one, two 
or three of the following relat-
ed questions: (a) Which Durham 
lived-in residence is the oldest? (b) 
Which family living in Durham 
has, over the generations, lived in 
Durham for the longest unbroken 
number of years, even if not always 
in the same house? And (c) Which 
residence in Durham has been lived 
in for the most years by the same 
multi-generation family?”

I agree with Bernard that those 
are very interesting questions and 
started thinking and researching. 
Of course, I and no one I have come 
across knows the answers but to get 
input from others interested in lo-
cal history I posted on the Greene 
County History Facebook page and 
as always, got some great help.

First, let’s consider some im-
portant points. No one knows the 
exact date when the area we now 
call the Town of Durham was set-
tled. As Borthwick said, the early 
settlers were too busy working to 
stay alive to write it all down. But 
the earliest reliable information 
concerning the early settlers of this 
town is found in several ancient 
leases and deeds, given by agents 
of the patrons to the settlers: Mait-
land Patent, Stewart’s Patent, and 
Baker Patent, in fact there are eight 
patents which have been identifi ed 
for lands that were in or partly in 
the Town of Durham. The Jen-
nings-Partridge Farm, the Hedges 
Homestead, in East Durham on 
Stone Bridge Extension has been in 
the same family for 200 years. The 
original purchase of 125 acres was 
made by Henry Hedges in 1825 
from a part of the Baker patent. 
Unfortunately, I do not currently 
know about any house that might 
have been on the site when he pur-
chased it, but as suggested by sev-
eral, it might be the candidate. The 
farm is still running today by fi fth 
generation owners Eric and Janet 
Partridge and their son, Cole.

Second, the Town was made 
up of a number of hamlets be-
yond the four we think of today 
(Oak Hill, Durham, Cornwallville, 
East Durham). There was Meeting 
House Hill, Sunside, Wright Street, 
Winansville, Saybrook, Hamburg, 
Hervey Street, Centerville, East 
Windham, South Durham which 
had early houses and families, all 
of which could be candidates.

Most seem to agree that the 
fi rst actual settlement commenced 
within the town was made at Oak 
Hill by Lucas DeWitt, John Plank, 
and Hendrick Plank. The exact date 
of settlement is not known, but it 
was certain that it was several years 
before the Revolution—probably 
about 1770 or 1772. Lucas Dewitt 
Jr took possession of the farm now 

owned by the Twelve Tribes. Lucas 
DeWitt’s fi rst house (a log building) 
occupied the plot of ground now 
used as a garden by his descen-
dants in the 1880s. The settlement 
was generally abandoned during 
the Revolutionary War. “After the 
war settlers returned; the log house 
was removed and the present one, 
now occupied by Israel Dewitt was 
built. It had a long roof on the front 
side extending over a wide stoop, 
as was the fashion in those days”, J. 
G. Borthwick writing in 1884 said. 
He goes on to mention other fami-
lies but says they and their descen-
dants no longer live in the town; so, 
for the purpose of answering the 
question they are not considered.

The next settlement which was 
made in this town was on Meet-
ing-house Hill. The exact date of 
the commencement of this settle-
ment cannot be given but probably 
about 1784. Names associated with 
that settlement include Daniel Mer-
win, Selah Strong, Jonathan Bald-
win, Augustus Pratt, Jarius Critten-
den, Adijah Dewey and of course 
John Hull. No one currently lives 
on Meeting House Hill. The ear-
liest houses were reported to have 
been log cabins and while some 
frames may have been moved off 
the hill, I am not aware they exist 
today.  Janet Nelson Hull, who had 
extensive information on the Hull 
family, notes that the original house 
at Hull-O-Farms may be close but 
was not in the form of the house 
there today. 

According to the “History of 
Greene County,” the fi rst settler in 
what is now Durham village was 
Adijah Dewey. He was called Ma-
jor Dewey and built a log home 
which is said to have been the fi rst 
hotel here.

Oriana Atkinson, wife of NY 
Times Drama Critic Bruce Atkin-
son, wrote quite a lot about Durham: 
“We found out that Durham was an 
old little town and had changed but 
slightly since it was settled about 
1784 by people from Connecticut. 

“It was through William Chit-
tenden that Durham, New York, 
came to be born. His ancestor Jai-
rus, at the age of 42, father of sev-
en children, with a wife already 
middle-aged, decided to follow the 
trend out of Connecticut. 

“It was becoming known that 
a great new road was going to be 
hacked out of the Western Wil-
derness for the use of people who 
were already thinking of Ohio and 
beyond.   Jairus decided he would 
combine business with pleasure 
and buy land along the route of the 
new road and also build a home on 
some of the acres.  

“In 1787, Jairus came alone to 
Durham. It was only a tiny cluster 
of houses but even that was too 
crowded for him.  He climbed the 
Hill late called Prink Hill, and about 
a half mile above the town took up 

a tract of about 400 acres, most of 
it along the probable route of the 
new Road. He hired labor to build 
a solid story and a half house and a 
great barn across the road from the 
house.” That house is currently list-
ed on the National Register. 

East Durham was settled most-
ly by families from places near 
New Haven, CT and some Dutch 
families from the Hudson valley. 
John Bagley built the fi rst grist-mill 
on Thorp Creek, about a mile west 
of East Durham and one-half mile 
north of his house. Cutting Bag-
ley settled on the adjoining farm.  
Daniel Merwin came in 1785, The 
old log house stood near the pres-
ent burying ground on that farm, 
Daniel built another in 1790 but 
moved it to its present location in 
1812. “This house was to be the 
fi rst two-story house that was built 

in the town of Durham. The frame 
is of white oak and will last for gen-
erations to come.  In 1808 he sold 
his farm and bought a smaller one.” 

John and David Cowles, broth-
ers, came about 1786. David lived 
at fi rst on Horace Mabey’s farm 
until fi nally he built a house still 
standing, about 60 rods east of 
George Pratt’s.  Borthwick com-
ments, “It is probably the oldest 
house in the town of Durham. 

James Utter a native of Say-
brook CT came here in the summer 
of 1783 and settled on Saybrook 
Hill. He cleared a piece of ground, 
built a hut, and sowed a little wheat. 
He spent the winter in CT and in 
the spring came back. And built 
a frame house which stood until 
1894 when it burned. His son, also 
James, built a house for himself in 
1806 where his grandson’s house is 
now standing.

The Pratt home on Saybrook 
Hill still stands but is no longer 
occupied by Pratts. The George 
Flower home in Oak Hill was in-
corporated into another house that 
is no longer standing. 

After a while the settlers came 
to the conclusion that log houses 
were not good enough for them; so, 
they needed saw-mills to prepare 
lumber for more stylish dwellings. 
It has been said that Jared Smith 
built the fi rst saw-mill in town on 
Post’s Creek very near and above 
the arch bridge on the turnpike near 
East Durham. There was a saw-
mill on Saybrook Creek as early 
as 1788, probably built by Joseph 
Wright.  Lucas Dewitt built a saw-
mill quite near the upper bridge in 
Oak and George Flower also built 
one on the same stream, one-half 
mile north of Oak Hill. There were 
a great many mills throughout the 

town and an immense quantity of 
lumber of all kinds was manufac-
tured and marketed.

The story of the Almerin Moore 
house in Hwy 81 near Wright 
streets, illustrated what happened 
with the older houses. Porter 
Wright was able to tell the story 
based on ledgers and diaries left by 
Almerin Moore, who kept meticu-
lous records about every expendi-
ture for every day of every year.

“Moore was born in 1842 about 
a mile from the farm that was to 
be the homestead and birthplace 
of his children. At the age of 14 
he became the sole support for 
his mother and himself. He had a 
yoke of oxen that he had raised, 
one cow, and ten fowls.” Moore 
was hard working and careful with 
money and by the spring of 1885 he 
had enough money to build a new 
house to replace the old house that 
had been built in 1800 on his farm.

So, I was not able to answer 
the questions, but I hope I got folks 
thinking and they will help me tell 
the rest of the story. In summary, it 
seems that settlers came in the late 
1770s; the fi rst houses were small 
log dwellings. If they still exist to-
day, they would be incorporated in-
side newer buildings. As people be-
came more prosperous, and sawed 
wood was more available even the 
second tier of houses was often re-
placed by newer homes. I have not 
considered all the house in all the 
hamlets but I’m working toward an 
answer. What do you think? You 
can email me or post on the Oak 
Hill and Vicinity Facebook page.

Columnist Mary Lou Nahas is 
the Town of Durham Historian. She 
lives in Oak Hill, thus the name of 
her column. 

CONTRIBUTED PHOTOS
This photo of the DeWitt farmhouse (yellow house on left) was long after the fi rst cabin or even the expanded log house. The 
property is now owned by the Twelve Tribes.

This photo of a Cornwallville house looks like a candidate for an early home.

The buildings on Meeting House Hill are long gone and only some of the gravestones remain. 

Earliest House in Oak Hill built in 1880 was the home of Calvin Adams—likely moderations had been made to it at the time of this 
picture. The Adams family moved away in early days.  The home is now rented as a bed and breakfast.

MAKE A CHANGE, EARN WHAT YOU’RE WORTH TODAY!
NYVT Media, the largest media outlet in Washington  

County is in search of a Sales Professional!  
Experience preferred in Print & Digital Sales.  

Be in charge of renewing and prospecting new customers in our 
VT territory. Must be a team player & self-motivated.  Position 

requires remote work and in-field sales calls. 
Access to the internet & a personal computer are necessary.
Future potential for Full Time position and expanded territory.

APPLY AT: www.NYVTmedia.com/job-opportunities



The Greenville Pioneer • Friday,  June 4, 2021                                                                                             13  The Greenville Pioneer • Friday, January 17, 2020                                                                                                           13  

GLASS        PLASTIC       CANS

2381 Rt. 9W, Ravena
Next to Family Dollar

WE ACCEPT ALL N.Y.STATE DEPOSITS
— Approaching 1 year in business July 9th, 2019 —

Drop Off Service
NO Waiting at Machines
We Count for You!
Want to Help with Raising Money — 
FUNDRAISERS
Will Assist with Picking Up 
for Fundraisers

We PAY the Extra Penny 
on All NY State Deposit 

Cans/Bottles
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GLASS        PLASTIC       CANS

2381 Rt. 9W, Ravena
Next to Family Dollar

WE ACCEPT ALL N.Y.STATE DEPOSITS
— Approaching 1 year in business July 9th, 2019 —

Drop Off Service
NO Waiting at Machines
We Count for You!
Want to Help with Raising Money — 
FUNDRAISERS
Will Assist with Picking Up 
for Fundraisers

We PAY the Extra Penny 
on All NY State Deposit 

Cans/Bottles

*Must place window order 
by October 30th, 2019! 

Invest in your 
home's energy 
efficiency this fall 
and save at GNH! 
For a limited time 
only, 2200 Series 
Smarter Windows
Double Hung 
Replacements are
ONLY $169.OO! 

Visit GNH to 
learn more.

Greenville · Windham · Latham
www.GNHlumber.com
0% financing to credit qualified

Invest in Energy Efficient Double 
Hung Windows This Fall and SAVE!

Open 7 days a week from 10am-5pm
(518) 731-6196  •  Cty Rt 26, Climax, NY  12042

Follow us
on Facebook(1/2 Mile on left off Rte. 81  —  Red Barns on Hill)

, LLC
Sweet Cider and Our Own Cider Donuts!
16 Varieties of Apples Still on the Stand!

Pies on the Weekends!
       Squash, Vegetables, 

Local Maple Syrup & Honey, 
Jams & Jellies.

ORDER YOUR
THANKSGIVING 

PIES
BY NOV. 24th

We Now Carry Local Grass Fed Beef!

On the 
stand:

Qualifi ed households may now 
apply for Home Energy Assistance 
Pro¬gram (HEAP) grants, a feder-
ally funded program that provides 
both reg¬ular and emergency fi -
nancial assistance to help pay heat-
ing and utility bills. 

The grants are available 
through local Department of So-
cial Services (DSS) offi ces and 
Offi ces for the Aging. Customers 
of Central Hudson Gas & Electric 
Corp. who receive a HEAP bene-
fi t toward their ac¬count will also 
be issued a monthly credit on their 
bill for a max¬imum of 12 months 
based on service type and amount 
of HEAP benefi t.

“We’re pleased to offer addi-
tional assistance to families who 
may be struggling and depend on 
HEAP benefi ts, and encourage all 
eligible households to apply,” said 
Anthony Campagiorni, Vice Pres-
ident of Customer Services and 
Regulatory Affairs.

Campagiorni explained that 
qualifi ed families using electric-
ity or natural gas as their primary 
heating source may receive a reg-
ular HEAP benefi t $350 or more, 
depending on family income and 
size guidelines, applied toward 
their Central Hudson account. 

“In addition to these grants, eli-
gible customers will also receive a 
credit on their utility bills that pro-
vide further assistance in lowering 
their energy costs,” said Campa-
giorni. 

The bill credit is based on the 
type of heating source and income 
level. 

He added that qualifi ed house-
holds receiving a HEAP benefi t for 
non-utility heating fuels such as 
oil, propane, wood/wood pellets, 
kero¬sene, coal or corn are also el-
igible for a monthly credit on their 
electric or non-heating gas bill. 

“We’re happy to provide bill 
discounts to customers who heat 
with these fuels, as well,” said 
Campagiorni. 

Customers should email their 
HEAP Notice of Decision Letter to 
Central Hudson at CareUnit@cen-
hud.com to be enrolled and receive 
the bill credit.

Regular HEAP grants for the 
fall and upcoming winter are avail-
able between now and Mar. 16, 
2020, or until funding is exhaust-
ed. Emergency HEAP grants will 
be available between Jan. 2 and 
Mar. 16, 2020. These benefi ts are 
designed to meet an eligible house-
hold’s immediate energy needs.

An additional benefi t, the 
Heating Equipment Repair or Re-
placement (HERR) program, is 
available to assist income quali-
fi ed homeowners in repairing or 
replacing their primary heating 
equipment when the systems are 
inoper¬able or unsafe. Appli-
cations for HERR are accepted 
through Sept. 30, 2020, or until the 
funding is ex¬hausted.

To apply for HEAP and HERR 
benefi ts, customers may contact 
their local DSS offi ce, call (800) 
342-3009, or visit www.mybene-
fi ts.ny.gov. In¬dividuals who are 
60 and older and do not receive 
Supplemental Nutrition Assistance 
Program (SNAP) benefi ts may 
contact their local Offi ce for the 
Aging to learn of the eligibil¬ity 
requirements by calling 800-342-
9871 or by visiting www.aging.
ny.gov.

For more information on 
HEAP eligibility requirements 
and benefi ts, visit www.Central-
Hudson.com/HEAP or http://otda.
ny.gov/programs/heap/program.
asp; and for more on all of Central 
Hudson’s assistance and billing 
programs, visit www.CentralHud-
son.com, and click on “My Ac-
count.” 

Home heating assistance 
grants now available

HUDSON — Medical and community leaders joined in Hudson 
recently to unveil state-of-the-art 3D breast biopsy technology that 
offi cials at Columbia Memorial Health say will signifi cantly improve 
the diagnosis, treatment and outcomes for breast cancer patients 
Greene and Columbia counties. 

The stereotactic 3D biopsy system, known as Affi rm, will pro-
vide more precise targeting of tissue abnormalities identifi ed through 
CMH’s 3D mammography capabilities, yielding earlier and more 
accurate detection of breast cancer. The technology was acquired 
through the generosity of community members who contributed to 
the Columbia Memorial Health Foundation.

“This life-saving 3D biopsy technology, paired with our 3D mam-
mography service, provides our patients with the most advanced diag-
nostic care available in locations that are comfortable, convenient and 
close to home,” said CMH President and CEO Jay P. Cahalan.

In addition to offering 3D mammography and 3D biopsy services, 
CMH has signifi cantly augmented its radiology and pathology exper-
tise through its affi liation with Albany Medical Center. The Albany 
Med and CMH radiology and pathology services are now fully inte-
grated, which means that mammograms, and all imaging and diagnos-
tic studies, are interpreted by the region’s leading experts.

 “Each year in the U.S. more than 268,000 women are diagnosed 
with breast cancer,” said Tariq Gill, M.D., chief of Radiology at CHM. 
“This technology, now available right here in our community, is a tre-
mendous step forward in our ability to detect and diagnose early stage 
breast cancer, signifi cantly improving the likelihood of successful 
treatment.” 

Columbia Memorial Health Foundation Vice Chair Anne Scho-
maker said: “This technology is truly a gift of life made possible 
through the tremendous generosity of our donors. We are grateful be-
yond words to our supporters who continue to rally around CMH to 
ensure its essential mission can continue and expand.”

CMH unveils 
3D biopsy technology

HANNACROIX — The Hannacroix Rural Cemetery, which is lo-
cated on Route 411 in Dormansville/Westerlo, is seeking donations for 
the 2020 mowing expense for the cemetery.  

Whether you have a loved one buried there or would just like to 
give a donation, it would be greatly appreciated, organizers said. They 
also thank all who have helped in the past. 

Organizers need your help to keep the cemetery maintained. Contri-
butions can be sent to: Hannacroix Rural Cemetery, C/O Linda Smith, 
Treasurer, 115 State Route 143, Westerlo, New York 12193.

Hannacroix Rural 
Cemetery seeks 2020 

mowing donations

 I wanted to thank everyone within the Ravena / Coeymans / 
Selkirk communities for their continued support over the last 
year. It has been difficult at times but we have managed to get 
through it and provide a helpful community service. We are back 
to regular business hours Mon - Fri 10am - 5pm / Sat 10am - 3pm 
/ Closed on Sundays
 Currently, with the volume of bottles and cans we are only 
taking drop offs - bring in your empties, place them in a designated 
area, we take your name and then give you the earliest time 
frame to come back or any time thereafter to collect your money.
Since opening in July 2018, we have helped raise approximately 
$52,500, which is almost 924,000 bottles/cans for 50 different 
organizations which anyone can donate to.
 We look forward to servicing the community in the future. 
If you have any questions regarding operation, donations or 
fundraisers please reach out....

Shane DeCrescenzo

Just Makes Cents
Bottle & Can Redemption Center

518-577-3084
Justmakescents6@gmail.com

PPE ESSENTIALS

413
PPE

A Fair Price to Save a Life!

Use Promo Code CRIM
For More Details Call: Warren 413.212.0130

Gowns

Face Sheild

Nitrile Gloves

KN95 Mask

Purrell 
Keychain
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Rita and a friend who knew Hoov-
ler were also out riding. “She told 
Rita about me, and I was doing cir-
cles and all sorts of tricks with my 
bicycle showing off,” he said, smil-
ing. The couple married in 1955 as 
soon as Hoolver graduated from 
high school. 

Hoovler also spent some of 
his teenage years as a competi-
tive speed skater, even making the 
United State Olympic team for 
the 1952 Olympic Games in Oslo, 
Norway, at age 16. Unfortunately, 
he was injured and not able to go to 
the games. 

His love of airplanes that he had 
developed as a young boy persist-
ed, so Hoolver attended Farming-
dale State College to earn his main-
tenance, air frame, and power plant 
mechanic maintenance licenses. 

He also earned his private pi-
lot’s license. “I went to Eastern 
Airlines and asked them for a job,” 
Hoovler said. They told the then 
19-year-old that they had too many 
experienced pilots from WWII, and 
there was no job for him. 

Instead, Hoovler took a job 
working for Grumman during the 
day. In the evenings and on week-
ends, he did airplane maintenance 
for private customers. “I worked 
out of the trunk of my car, putting 
the airplanes back together, ready 
for the weekend,” he said. 

A few years later, he and Rita 

decided that there was too much 
aviation on Long Island, so they 
looked for a place where Hoovler 
could have his own fl ight school. 

He purchased some land in South 
Cairo for this purpose and built a 
1,600-foot-long runway. In 1961, 
he went to work for Virgil Phinney 

who had opened Iroquois Aviation 
at an old farm in Freehold the pre-
vious year. “It was a real grassroots 
operation, but I had a lot of back-
ground and experience working in 
aviation, working for Grumman, 
that nobody had up here,” Hoovler 
said. 

At the time, Phinney was work-
ing on importing Jodel airplanes 
from France. Phinney’s daughter, 
Linda Matthews of Freehold, re-
members her father traveling to 
Spain, Germany, and France for 
the endeavor. She also remembered 
him delivering farm equipment by 
plane, dropping low enough over 
customers’ farms to supply goods. 

In one funny memory, Mat-
thews recounts how in October 
1957, her father helped to search 
for Siam, one of a trio of elephants 
who wandered away from Vid-
bel Farm in Windham after being 
spooked by some horses. Phinney 
went up in his plane, before the 
days of walkie talkies, to search 
for Siam. When he spotted the el-
ephant, he threw out a roll of toi-
let paper so that searchers on the 
ground would know where to look. 
“I went with dad to Lawyer’s in 
East Durham to buy the toilet pa-
per,” she said. 

Tragically, Phinney died in a 
plane crash in Hanover, New Jer-
sey. “It was nine days before my 
fourteenth birthday,” Matthews 
said. 

 “When he perished in an air-
plane accident in 1963, I was left 
without an airport to operate,” 
Hoovler said. “’My strip at home 
was too small to run a commer-
cial airport out of.” He moved his 
operation to Iroquois Aviation and 
purchased it. 

Over the next four decades, 
Hoovler operated several avia-
tion-related businesses from the 
small airport. He continued operat-
ing his fl ight school, training hun-
dreds of pilots on Cessna 150s and 
early Piper Cubs. He taught ground 
school classes in the evening and 
fl ying lessons during the daytime. 
The highlight of teaching was 
when a student did his solo fl ight. 
“I would look them in the eye and 
say, ‘You are ready to go,’” he said. 
Then the student would go up and 
make one circle, land, and confer 
with Hoovler. “Then I let them go 
three more times and break them 
in,” he said. Afterwards, he and his 
student would discuss what went 
wrong and what went right. When 
a pilot passed his or her solo fl ight, 
Hoovler would cut the pilot’s shirt-
tail off and hang it on the wall. “It 
was an interesting time. I enjoyed 
teaching.” 

From the get-go, one of Hoov-
ler’s main sources of business was 
giving scenic rides. The business 
came mainly from the area’s 50 
boarding houses. Resorts would 
bus customers to the airport, where 
Hoovler would take them up three 
at a time for a 15-minute ride. In the 
1970s, rides cost $7.50. 

On holiday weekends, Hoov-
ler’s son-in-law, Don Teator, re-
members seeing Hoovler working 
from 7 a.m. to 9 p.m. giving rides. 
In between rides, Rita would hand 
her husband a sandwich and a coke, 
and he would take off again with 
another few passengers.

Hoovler also bought and sold 
airplanes, operated an aircraft 
maintenance business, and restored 
aircraft. In the winters, he worked 
as a ski instructor. 

PRESERVING NY’S 
AVIATION HISTORY

One memorable restoration 
was that of a Fleet Model 8 biplane 
that Rita bought for his birthday in 
1974. It was New York State’s fi rst 
airplane, purchased in 1931 and 
used by the Conservation Depart-
ment to spot forest fi res. It had been 
sitting in pieces in someone’s ga-
rage in Newburgh. Hoovler drove 
down in his truck with a trailer at-
tached and hauled the parts back to 
Freehold. “It was just a bag of tubes 
and parts,” he said. 

He spent the next year restoring 
it. “I was in awe watching what he 
was doing,” Teator said. “He had 
boxes and boxes of stuff. There was 
not a part bigger than a box.” 

Hoovler fl ew the plane for the 
fi rst time for the country’s Bicen-
tennial celebration. Five years later, 
New York state wanted the plane 
back, recognizing its historical sig-
nifi cance. Hoovler sold the plane 
to the state, disassembled it, drove 
it to the New York State Museum 
in Albany, and reassembled it right 
in the museum. It still hangs there 
today near the carousel. 

MOTHER’S DAY FIRE
On Mother’s Day 2000, a se-

vere lightning storm hit the area, 
knocking out power and setting the 
bar that had served as the airport’s 
operation center on fi re. 

Hoovler’s daughter, Debra Te-
ator, noticed smoke coming from 
the direction of the airport. She and 
her husband, along with Matthews 
and Hoovler, hurried to the airport 
as quickly as they could. The op-
erations building, which had once 
been the horse and carriage barn 
for the property when it was a farm, 
was beyond saving, but the four 
went into the hangar and pushed 
all the aircraft out, getting drenched 
by the torrential rainfall in the pro-
cess. They managed to save all the 
planes, but the other building burnt 
to the ground. Rita had a small art 
gallery in the building. All the art-
work was lost in the fi re. 

“Clem and I both stood there 
crying,” Matthews said. 

Not long after the fi re, a crew of 
Hoovler’s former students came to 
the airport, and in two days in an 
effort reminiscent of an old-fash-
ioned barn-raising, they construct-
ed a brand new building. “It was a 
sign of loyalty,” Teator said. 

In 2002, Hoovler sold the air-
port to the Nutmeg Soaring Asso-
ciation (NSA), a glider club that 
formed in 1956 in Connecticut, 
which formed Freehold Airport, 
LLC to operate the airport. The 
club has fi ve gliders of its own. In 
addition to using the large hangar 
already at the airport, the club built 
10 new hangars, and put in show-
ers, bathrooms, a kitchen, and a 
bunk room where people can spend 
the night.

Today, the rural airport, bor-
dered by the Catskill Creek on 
the south, County Road 67 on the 
North, Burrough’s Creek on the 
east, and Story’s Nursery on the 
west, continues to be a training 
place for pilots. The NSA contin-
ues the airport’s long tradition of 
teaching, offering classes in fl ying 
sailplanes. 

Hoovler never looked at his 
business as work. “I was playing 
all the while; I wasn’t working,” he 
said. “I was fl ying airplanes. I was 
doing what I love to do.”

FLIGHT, from page 1
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Black Rocket Virtual Camps 
for Kids

Blast off into the future of Creative Tech with 
Columbia-Greene Community College and 

Black Rocket! Kids ages 6 to 14 can enroll now in 
live, online STEAM classes taught by top teachers, 

with sessions in June and July.

To view a full list of camps and to register, visit 
blackrocket.com/online/gre/.

Summer 2021 will include:
New! Young Authors

Virtual Reality: The Future is Now

New! ROBLOX® Coders and Entrepreneurs

New! Minecraft® Animators

YouTube Content Creators

Esports Apprentice – Streamers and Gamers

New! App. IO: Make Your First Multiplayer App!

New! Inventor’s League – Prototyping for the Future!

Rocket Kart Racers: Design a Mario Kart Style Game

YouTube FX Masters

…and many more!

Registration for each class closes at 7 pm ET three days 
before class starts.

UP,

UP,
AND 
AWAY!

Let’s Go Together, #CoGreene!

SUMMER@COGREENE

MORGAN MCFADDEN/GREENVILLE PIONEER 
Clem Hoovler came from Long Island to work with Virgil Phinney at the new airport.

CONTRIBUTED PHOTO
A young Clem Hoovler in front of the airport offi ce.

CONTRIBUTED PHOTO 
Rita and Clem Hoovler with one of the gliders they owned.

CONTRIBUTED PHOTO
Clem Hoovler with the former New York State plane that he restored. It was in parts 
when he purchased it.
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that project would be and how to 
execute it was the most challeng-
ing part of earning the Seal for both 
Makely and Keff. 

Makely chose a project based 
on the works of Latin American 
writer Jorge Luis Borges. “I had 
already loved Borges as an author, 
but with the Seal, I had an excuse to 
delve into his life and writing even 
more,” Makely said. “In creating 
my project, I had decided to write 
my own Borgesian-styled story. 
My goal was to leave the readers 
questioning reality, fate, and the 
limits of time and space.” Then she 
had to figure out a meaningful way 
to present her findings.

She decided to create a video 
that told her story, starring her fa-
ther. “My dad likes to be a funny 
guy, so he didn’t help the process 
move along fast, but it was still 
something I will remember forev-
er,” Makely said. 

Since Keff likes to paint, Miner 
suggested that she find a way to in-
corporate painting into her project, 
which centered around the impact 
of Colombian artist Fernando Bo-
tero. “For my project, I decided to 
create a painting that combined our 
two styles and make it political in 
nature, because many of his latest 
works are political,” she said. 

“She did a piece on what she 
thought was a very important issue 
in our community—the opioid cri-
sis,” Miner said. 

To earn the seal, on April 30, 
the students had to present their 
projects to a panel and then dis-
cuss the project with the panelists 
in Spanish as well as answer ques-
tions afterwards. The panel, which 
included modern language teachers 
Maria Misasi and Stefanie Molnar, 
assessed Keff’s and Aniston’s proj-
ects using a rubric.

Miner is very excited to have 
her first two students earn the Seal, 
and she wants to expand the pro-
gram to more students. Keff and 
Makely will have the seal on their 

high school diplomas and will also 
be recognized at graduation. “It’s 
recognition, but it also goes beyond 
high school, I think that’s the value 
of it,” Reed said. “You can carry it 
into the workforce, into the future.” 

Makely plans to major in psy-
chology with a minor in Spanish. 
“In our country, there is never a 
time when you’re in a public place 
and someone doesn’t speak anoth-
er language,” Makely said. “One 
element of psychology is commu-
nication, and being able to speak 
Spanish will only allow me to com-
municate with and help more peo-
ple.” 

Keff plans to become an attor-
ney with a specialty in family law. 
“Being proficient in a second lan-
guage is helpful in so many ways,” 
she said. “It means that I can help 
even more people without the 
struggle of a language barrier.” 

Miner emphasized how be-
ing multilingual is an important 
professional skill. “Developing 
that second language proficiency 
in Spanish is a huge boost in the 
workplace,” she said. Past students 
of Miner’s have gone on to study 
other languages. She said that once 
a person has figured out how to 
learn a language, that skill is eas-
ily transferred to learning other 
languages. Currently, one of her 
former students is learning Farsi 
at the Defense Language Institute 
in Monterey, California. “I think 
learning a language opens doors for 
students in the future and prepares 
them to meet the challenge—what-
ever it may be language-wise,” she 
said. 

Reed is glad to be able to 
help bring the program to Cai-
ro-Durham. “What I really want 
to emphasize is that this is a first 
for Cairo-Durham,” she said. “It’s 
wonderful that these kids who are 
in kind of a small district had the 
opportunity to be part of a bigger 
world. It’s just a wonderful history 
that we made. Xxaria and Aniston 
are the first two students ever in 
our district to have earned this.” 

SEAL, from page 1

CONTRIBUTED PHOTOS
Aniston Keff (left) and Xxaria Makely demonstrated their profi ciency in Spanish 
and English by earning the New York State Seal of Biliteracy in April. 

Cairo-Durham Spanish teacher Lori Miner (far left) mentored students Aniston Keff (2nd from left) and Xxaria Makely while 
they worked to earn the New York State Seal of Biliteracy. The three are pictured here with Michelle Reed, the Executive Direc-
tor of Learning who helped institute the program for the district.

Xxaria Makely (left and Aniston Keff are the fi rst two students at Cairo-Durham High School to earn the New York 
State Seal of Biliteracy.

By Bill Williams
Courtesy of Columbia-Greene Media

CATSKILL — For more than a 
year, emergency medical services 
personnel have been answering 
calls and treating the sick and in-
jured despite the high risk of coro-
navirus. They were honored during 
National EMS Week, May 16-22.

“The past 15 months have been 
unprecedented in the history of our 
agency,” said Stephen Brucato, 
Greene County Paramedics chief of 
operations. “Throughout this pan-
demic, the paramedics of Greene 
County have repeatedly stepped up 
to serve our community. Despite 
the threat of a new, deadly disease, 
and the daily dangers.” 

Seven ambulance services cov-
er Greene County from locations in 
Catskill, Cairo, Coxsackie, Green-
ville, Durham, Windham and Hunt-
er. 

Greene County Paramedics not 
only came to work every day, but 
helped to expand coverage in the 
county and innovate new methods 
of service delivery, Brucato said.

This is the 46th annual Nation-
al EMS Week. In 1974, President 
Gerald Ford authorized EMS Week 
to celebrate EMS practitioners and 
the important work they do in our 
nation’s communities, according to 

the National Association of Emer-
gency Medical Technicians. 

“Never was the theme for EMS 
Week a more appropriate one: 
Caring for our Communities. You 
exemplify that with all you do, ev-
ery day, to make this a safer place 
to live, work and visit,” Brucato 
said.

The original National Emer-
gency Medical Services Weeks 
were held in November. In 1992 
EMS Week was moved to the third 
week in May. The move was made 
to separate EMS Week from Fire 
Prevention Week, which is held in 
October.

Since March of 2020, Greene 
County Paramedics have added a 
fifth, full-time paramedic vehicle 
in Prattsville, opened a new station 
in Hunter, reduced mountaintop re-
sponse times by four minutes, im-
plemented a telemedicine program 
to bring a physician directly into 
the home, implemented a Commu-
nity Paramedicine Program to help 
deliver vaccines to homebound 
residents and community-based 
vaccine PODs and hired 10 new 
paramedics, Brucato said.

Greene County celebrates 
46th annual EMS Week
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There are signs that spring is 
really here. The fl ocks of birds 
chowing down in the back yard 

have changed from sparrows 
and chickadees to goldfi nch-
es and red winged blackbirds. 

The winter sleepers are up and 
about as evidenced by the fresh 
roadkill. Opossums and skunks 
now join the suicide squads of 
squirrels, increasing the high-
way carnage. 

The fl attened skunks sadden 
me. I like skunks. It may be 
because they remind me of the 
fi fth graders that I taught for so 
many years. They’re curious, 
absolutely fearless and cute in 
a smelly sort of way. Being a 
Disney sort of guy, whenever 
I come across one, an image 
of Flower, the cute little skunk 
in Bambi comes to mind and 
brings forth an automatic “Ah-
hhh.” Most of my encounters 
with the furry little scent buck-
ets have been pleasant. One did 
kill a batch of baby chicks I 
was attached to long years ago 
back in my distant childhood. I 
forgave him shortly after I shot 
him. The only other encounter 
that could have gotten me into 
trouble occurred a couple of 
years ago. 

There was a thaw that oc-
curred in January. Skunks aren’t 
deep sleepers and during a warm 
spell will often awake and wan-
der around looking for a snack. 
I was doing some cooking in 
the kitchen and looked out the 
window to see a cute black and 

white critter ambling down the 
walk leading to our back door. 
He branched off onto the path 
leading through the snow to 
the birdfeeders. He stood there 
blinking and eating sunfl ower 
seeds. 

I had some chicken skin that 
I had just stripped off the bird I 
had placed in the soup pot and 
thought that he might enjoy it. I 
went out the back door and said 
“Hi.” He wasn’t alarmed at all, 
still being half asleep. I moved 
slowly forward and put the skins 
down where he could see them 
and stepped back. He enjoyed 
them and we had a nice con-
versation then both went on our 
separate ways. The next day was 
also warm and my new friend 
appeared again, only this time 
he skipped the bird feeder and 
waddled up to the back door.

I gathered up some leftover 
chicken, went to the door, talk-
ed to him a bit then cautiously 
open the door and put his snack 
down. He enjoyed it as he had 
the day before, we chatted and 
he departed. The next day (also 
warm) saw me running around 
on errands so I returned home 
just before dark. 

My Queen met me at the door 
with big eyes and told me about 
her wild life adventure. It seems 

that when she came home from 
work, there was a skunk sitting 
on the back step in front of the 
door. She yelled at it, thinking 
to scare it away, it didn’t move. 
She went to the car and blew the 
horn, it didn’t move. She fi nally 
had to walk through knee-deep 
snow to the front door and pry 
it open to gain the safety of the 
house. The only reason she could 
come up with for this unortho-
dox behavior was rabies. She 
wanted to call in an air strike or 
at the very least a SWAT team of 
conservation department agents. 
I calmed her, pointed out that 
the wild, foaming at the mouth 
beasty was gone and that I was 
there to protect her. 

I never told her about my po-
tential pet, I haven’t lived to be 
this old by being stupid. 

Thought for the week — One 
of the great mysteries in life is 
how that idiot who married your 
daughter can be the father of the 
smartest grandchildren in the 
world. 

Until next week, may you 
and yours be happy and well.

Reach Dick Brooks at Whit-
tle12124@yahoo.com.

Springtime brings new furry friends
WHITTLING AWAY by Dick Brooks

Town Meeting Minutes
The regular monthly meeting of the Town 

Board of the Town of Greenville was held on 
Monday, May 17, 2021, at 7:00 pm in per-
son at Pioneer Town Hall.  Availability via an 
audio teleconference continued for any who 
wished to observe in that manner.  Full au-
dio fi le and uncorrected text transcription are 
available upon request, as well as all support-
ing documents referenced in these minutes.

Present: Supervisor Paul Macko
      Councilman Richard Bear
      Councilman John Bensen
      Councilman Joel Rauf
      Councilman Travis Richards
Recording Secretary: Clerk-Collector 

Jackie Park
Attorney: Tal Rappleyea via telephone
Department Heads: Highway Superinten-

dent Mike Dudley 
Maintenance Supervisor Renee Hamilton
Zoning and Code Enforcement Offi cer 

Mark Overbaugh
Water Superintendent P. Leroy Bear
Planning Board Chair and Historian Don 

Teator via telephone
Other: Greene County District #4 Legis-

lator Greg Davis and 10 guests.  (3 people 
were identifi ed as present via the audio con-
ference call.)  

Supervisor Macko opened the meeting 
with the Pledge of Allegiance.

Presenters from KathodeRay Media, Ms. 
Marlene McTigue & Mr. Mark Gustavson, 
were available to answer any questions the 
Board had regarding the proposal fi rst dis-
cussed at last month’s meeting.  The one-
time cost presented to update the Town of 
Greenville website, bring it into compliance 
with ADA standards, and make it responsive 
across all platforms (i.e. phone, comput-
er, smart TV etc.) is $9,500, plus an annu-
al hosting fee of $479 per year.  Additional 
web support as needed would be offered at 
a decreased rate of $100/hour.  It was agreed 
that competitive bids would be reviewed and 
grants would be looked into. 

Mr. Rauf moved, seconded by Mr. 
Bensen, to once again table this decision un-
til our meeting on June 7th. 

Carried 5 ayes
Mr. Bear moved, seconded by Mr. Rauf, 

to allow Grant Administrator Nicole Ambro-
sio to search for any available grants to aid in 
this website development process.   

Carried 5 ayes
Mr. Bensen moved, seconded by Mr. 

Rauf, to also allow Grant Administrator 
Nicole Ambrosio to search for broadband 
grants.

Carried 5 ayes
Mr. Rauf moved to accept the Clerk’s 

minutes of April 19, 2021, seconded by Mr. 
Bensen.

Carried 5 ayes                                    
Monthly department reports: 
Greenville Rescue Squad ~ Chief of 

Operations Matthew Marlow provided a 
written report.  

Highway Department ~ Superintendent 
Dudley provided an oral & written report; 
no motions made. CHIPS money is coming 
in 30% higher this year, and he expects that 
will be the new norm.  Our new plow truck 
should be here by Memorial Day.

Building and Grounds ~ Maintenance 

Supervisor Hamilton provided an oral and 
written report; no motions made.  Continued 
discussion occurred on the repeated vandal-
ism and graffi ti at our parks and properties.  
Police reports were recently fi led.

Code Enforcement ~ Oral and written 
reports received from CEO Mark Over-
baugh; no motions made. Noted there are a 
few people still hooking up to the town sewer 
line; also that construction is ongoing despite 
the increased cost of building supplies.  

Sewer ~ Supervisor Macko noted the 
plant was meeting its obligations; no motions 
made. 

Water ~ An oral report was offered by 
Water Superintendent Bear along with writ-
ten logs; no motions made.

Recycling ~ Supervisor Macko relayed 
the plant was back to a Monday, Wednesday, 
Saturday schedule from 8 am – 2 pm; no mo-
tions made.  

Assessing ~ no report received from this 
department nor has Mr. Bennett logged on to 
the call this evening.

Planning Board ~ Planning Board Chair 
Donald Teator provided an oral & written re-
port; no motions made.  

Dog Control ~ no report received from 
DCO Case nor has he logged on to the call 
this evening.  Supervisor Macko relayed the 
Ag and Markets Annual Inspection was done 
and found to be satisfactory.  Beautifi cation 
Committee ~ Supervisor Macko stated the 
ducks will be out soon!

Clerk/Tax ~Written reports provided by 
Clerk-Collector Park.

Greene County Legislature ~ Legisla-
tor Greg Davis provided an oral report.  The 
County is working on broadband service; a 
survey will be coming out next month.  A 
new plan is being developed for the County’s 
solid waste and recycling program; a com-
post site is planned.  The new jail is expect-
ed to be fully open as of July 1st.  A $2,000 
Wayne Speenburgh grant has been awarded 
to the Greenville Fire District for new lap-
tops.  Also discussed a bill in the NYS Sen-
ate and Assembly called the Climate and 
Community Investment Act, which he says 
will heavily tax heating oil and fuel (it will  
increase the tax on gasoline per gallon by an-
other 55 cents), which will in turn lead to a 
higher cost of food and many other products.  
Senator Hinchey is a co-sponsor of this bill 
and he urged people to call her to discuss it.  

New business discussed at 7:50 pm:
~ Supervisor Macko reported the Memo-

rial Day Parade will occur on Monday, May 
31st, and a yard-sale weekend will occur on 
June 11th – 13th.  Maps will be available all 
around town on June 7th.  

~ Supervisor Macko reported an insur-
ance quote had been received for the skate-
board park. An additional premium of $90.20 
would be required to include coverage of 
the skate park, bringing the annual cost to 
$279.40. 

Mr. Richards moved, seconded by Mr. 
Bear, to purchase this insurance effective im-
mediately.

Carried 5 ayes  
~ Supervisor Macko addressed the need 

to put the 2021 paving season bids out.  
Mr. Bear moved to bid for 3,650 U.S. 

tons of blacktop in place for the 2021 paving 

season, seconded by Mr. Rauf, to be opened 
at a special board meeting on June 7, 2021, at 
6:00 pm; also to vote upon the KathodeRay 
website proposal at that time.

Carried 5 ayes
~ Supervisor Macko readdressed the de-

sire to hire a mechanic at the highway garage.
Mr. Bensen moved, seconded by Mr. 

Bear, to advertise for this position in the Dai-
ly Mail.

Carried 5 ayes
~ Supervisor Macko would like to sur-

plus the Town’s Oshkosh equipment to the 
Greene County Highway Department and to 
Harry Albright as we no longer use Oshkosh 
snowplows.

Mr. Bensen moved, seconded by Mr. 
Bear, to surplus this excess equipment.  

Carried 5 ayes
~ It was brought to Supervisor Macko’s 

attention that the previously awarded roofi ng 
repair bid by Titan Roofi ng did not include 
removal of the old roof.  Attorney Rappleyea 
notifi ed Titan that their bid was therefore re-
jected.  Supervisor Macko recommends we 
award the job to Superior Roofi ng, another 
of the previously received bids, for $2,200 
more.  

Mr. Richards moved, seconded by Mr. 
Bensen, to rescind the motion to award to Ti-
tan Roofi ng, and now accept the bid made by 
Superior Roofi ng.

Carried 5 ayes
~ A resolution was received to put the wa-

ter and sewer project out to bid.
Mr. Bensen moved, seconded by Mr. 

Rauf, to approve this resolution and put the 
project out to bid, to be opened on Wednes-
day, June 8, 2021 at 2:00 pm. Resolution at-
tached.  

Roll call requested; 
Supervisor Macko aye
Councilman Bear aye
Councilman Bensen aye
Councilman Rauf aye
Councilman Richards aye;

Carried 5 ayes
*please note an error on the resolution 

was discovered after the meeting: that June 
8, 2021 is a Tuesday.  This was clarifi ed with 
Delaware Engineering and the Town Board.  
The opening of the bids will occur on TUES-
DAY, June 8th at 2:00 pm.  It will be noticed 
as such and the motion formally changed at 
the special meeting on June 7, 2021.  

~ Hillcrest Road resident Joan McKeon 
discussed ongoing concerns she had relating 
to the dangers of wood smoke.  Lengthy dis-
cussion followed; it was determined the best 
course of action for her would be to present 
her concerns to the NYSDEC, to hire an at-
torney, or to discuss her concerns with her 
neighbors directly and ask they add height to 
the stack.  There is nothing the Town can do 
to resolve her issues with these preexisting 
wood burning appliances surrounding her 
property.  

At 8:32 pm, this meeting was opened 
for public comments or questions:

Maintenance Supervisor Hamilton re-
layed the need for volunteers at Vanderbilt 
Park this coming Saturday for their clean-up 
day.

Councilman Richards noted the skate-
board park will open on May 29th, and a 

work day was scheduled for Friday May 
28th.

Councilman Richards also addressed his 
concerns with the new cannabis laws and 
noted that any place where cigarette smok-
ing is allowable will also allow for the use 
of cannabis.  He wants to declare all town-
owned property as smoke free. Supervisor 
Macko will reach out to the Rip Van Win-
kle Tobacco-Free Action of Columbia and 
Greene Counties for their assistance; this 
issue will be back on the agenda at the June 
meeting. 

Continuing on with that topic, Supervi-
sor Macko wants to establish a committee 
of 2 members of the Planning Board, ZBA, 
and Town Board to consider if a Dispensary 
should be allowed in Greenville.  He antici-
pates revenues at the town level, if allowed, 
to equal $30-40,000.  Legislator Davis of-
fered a “cold, hard fact, that all states that 
have legalized marijuana have increases in 
impaired drivers and of deaths on their high-
ways”.  No motions made at this time.

Councilman Rauf said he wanted an im-
mediate resolution to not allow smoking ~ 
Supervisor Macko stated he would put it on 
the agenda for June.

After audit of the monthly bills; 
Mr. Rauf moved, seconded by Mr. 

Bensen, to pay the following bills:
Bills 169 – 206 on General abstract #5 for 

$28,993.67
Bills 68 – 83 on Highway abstract #5 for 

$10,896.12 
Bills 44 – 53 on Sewer abstract #5 for 

$49,816.68
Bills 46 – 56 on Water abstract #5 for 

$49,222.37
Bill 1 on Locust Cemetery abstract #1 for 

$120.00 
Bills 1 – 3 on Red Mill Solar abstract #1 

for $3,837.50
Carried 5 ayes

After prior review, Mr. Bensen made a 
motion to accept the Supervisor’s report for 
April, 

seconded by Mr. Rauf.   
Carried 5 ayes

Maintenance Supervisor Hamilton re-
quested a motion to approve a $19.00 per 
month expenditure for video surveillance 
and Wi-Fi through a secure line, thru Ring.  
Discussion followed and the Board request-
ed she investigate if paying a year at a time 
would bring a discount; for follow up in June.

Mr. Rauf moved to enter executive ses-
sion at 8:44 pm, seconded by Mr. Richards, 
to discuss the medical, fi nancial, credit or em-
ployment history of a particular person/corp, 
or matters leading to said dismissal, removal, 
promotion, appointment, employment, dis-
cipline, demotion, or suspension.  Legislator 
Greg Davis was invited to participate.

Carried 5 ayes
They returned to regular session at 9:08 

pm; no motions were made in executive ses-
sion.

There being no further business, Mr. Bear 
moved to adjourn at 9:10 pm, seconded by 
Mr. Rauf. 

Carried 5 ayes

“Everyone is entitled to his own opinion, but not to his own facts.”

#SupportRealNews
- Daniel Patrick Moynihan

LITTLE THINGS BECOME

GREATER

RIVER MOUNTAIN VALLEY

Tired of doing the dishes? Don’t! Order takeout from 
one of Greene County’s participating restaurants and 
eateries during Takeout Month this February.

February is Takeout Month 
in Greene County!

Find a list of participating restaurants at 
www.greatnortherncatskills.com/takeout-month-catskills
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By Larry DiDonato
For The Greenville Pioneer

In last week’s column I discussed 
what was sent to me as an “Urgent Call 
to Action” to get sportsmen and women 
to contact their assembly member to urge 
them to vote against a harmful bill under 
the guise of protecting the environment. 
Specifically, to vote against A05728, a bill 
which would ban the use of ammunition 
containing lead on state-owned land and 
on land contributing surface water to the 
NYC water supply.

Given the expense and scarcity of this 
type of ammunition, it would effectively 
ban hunting on state land, NYC DEP land, 
and other many other properties.

It’s critical we all follow up and con-
tact our assembly member and state sena-
tor to stop this anti-hunting bill from be-
ing passed.

The bill is up for its third reading after 
which it can go to the assembly floor for 
an up or down vote. If passed it goes to 
the NYS Senate for consideration. 

So, as soon as you’re done contact-
ing your assembly member, think about 
urging your state senator not to support 
the anti-hunting senate companion bill 
S05058. Just in case it makes its way to 
the senate. 

In the 2020 election, several NYS As-
sembly and Senate seats in the Hudson 
Valley were won by just a few hundred or 
less votes. Whether you are a democrat, 
independent, or republican, your state sen-
ator needs to hear from you. They work 
for you even though the system seems to 
be favoring the elite at the expense of the 
little guy. 

Whether it’s a gun grabbing bill that 

requires gun owners to buy automobile 
style liability insurance for firearms, or 
restricting access to YOUR state lands, it 
seems those without substantial means are 
always getting the short end of it. 

How so? If you own 500 acres, belong 
to an expensive, well-funded landowning 
hunting club that may have purchased 
leases to various tracks of land for hunt-
ing, rules that restrict or ban activity on 
state land won’t affect you much. 

On the other hand, if you are of more 
modest means and rent or own a home 
on a lot with a little acreage, or live in an 
apartment, the only opportunity open to 
you to freely hunt or target shoot is state 
or other public land. 

Some types of state land like Wildlife 
Management Areas (WMAs), were creat-
ed specifically by your tax dollars for that 
purpose; to give the public access to state 
lands managed specifically for hunting 
and trapping.  

Now while DEC is by its nature 
pro-hunting, we need them to step up and 
show it by spending some political capi-
tal to defeat bills like A05728 and S05058 
that effectively ban hunting on state land. 

Currently DEC has proposed to change 
regulations governing WMAs to, 

“Prohibit the discharge of firearms 
other than for hunting or trapping, except 
when using paper targets at areas clearly 
posted as open to target shooting and with 
suitable backstops. In addition, the pro-
posed regulations prohibit breakable tar-
gets, such as clay pigeons, and paintballs 
and paintball guns.”

While it’s understandable DEC wishes 
to prevent litter and promote safety, espe-
cially in trouble spots on WMAs across 
the state, we must make sure they support 

target shooting on WMAs and other state 
land. 

One way DEC can accomplish that 
is to include in the proposed changes to 
WMA rules, a plan to create and fund 
unmanned shooting ranges on WMAs. 
This is not a new idea but one that needs 
to be acted upon and sufficiently funded 
if restrictions, no matter how beneficial, 
are placed within the current regulatory 
scheme. 

Where else can a non-landowner not 
affiliated with a club sight in or practice 
shooting if not on a WMA target shooting 
area? 

If there’s a litter problem on a WMA, 
send the ECOs to write tickets. That’s one 
of many things you pay them to do. 

The elite, the wealthy, and the power-
ful have all sorts of means to lobby gov-
ernment to provide them with what they 
want. Not so for the little guy. It’s time to 
keep your government officials  account-
able by telling them directly how you feel 
about bills to ban hunting, restrict access 
to YOUR hunting lands, or price out of 
existence your hobby of hunting, target 
shooting or just owning a firearm to sim-
ply defend hearth and home.

Happy Hunting, Fishing, and Trapping 
until next time.

News and Notes
On the Disparity Above and Below the 

G.W. Bridge: Recently, a reader wrote to 
huntfishreport@gmail.com; “I understand 
why the 18 to 28 in. limit on striped bass 
north of the G.W. bridge but I can’t wrap 
my head around the 35 in. rule south of 
G.W. Granted if a 35 in. fish is taken north 
she may have eggs, but if she is taken 
south of the G.W. she will never lay an-
other egg. So why doesn’t NY just take 

a lesson from Texas and issue 1 or 2 tags 
per person/per season for fish 30 in. and 
up? Or some slot limit for one trophy fish. 
I think most sportsmen would be willing 
to pay a reasonable fee for the tags as long 
as the money went back into striped bass 
research.”

Looks like a sound plan to me.
*Urgent Calls Needed NOW for NY 

A5728 and S2708 Ammo Ban Bills
The lead-free ammo ban bill, A5728, 

is on the Assembly’s calendar 321 sched-
ule for its third reading. After a bill is read 
for the third time, it will be voted on the 
assembly floor.

According to the NYS Conservation 
Council (NYSCC), 

“These bills would prohibit the use of 
lead ammunition in the taking of wildlife 
on state-owned land and on land contrib-
uting surface water to the NYC water sup-
ply.”

That’s a huge swath of the state. NY-
SCC and like-minded rank and file sports-
men view this action as an attack on hunt-
ing in NYS.

“...it will be seen as a victory for those 
that would like to ban hunting.”

Let’s contact ALL NYS Assembly 
members to let them know our stance on 
this critical, time-sensitive issue.

You can find your assembly member 
by going to: https://www.nyassembly.
gov/mem/search/

 Remember to report poaching viola-
tions by calling 1-844-DEC-ECOS.

You can share any comments with our 
sports desk at  sports@registerstar.com

*If you have a fishing or hunting re-
port, photo, or event you would like to 
be considered for publication, send it to:  
huntfishreport@gmail.com  

To have and have not
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BUYING
OR

SELLING?
CALL TODAY

FOR A
FREE CONSULTATION
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Crossroads Ford
We are locally-owned & operated & our staff is customer-friendly with no 

pressure, so you can make the best decision for your next vehicle purchase.

518-756-4000 • 2351 Rt. 9W Ravena, NY • (Just 10 miles South of Albany)

BUY NOW For: $44,755 or LEASE For: $299/mo.
$4,259 Total Due at Signing • 24 Months | 21,000 Total Miles

2021 FORD

F-150 XL STX SUPERCREW
MSRP $46,755

BUY NOW For: $36,529 or LEASE For: $199/mo.
$3,769 Total Due at Signing • 24 Months | 21,000 Total Miles

2021 FORD

EXPLORER XLT 4WD
MSRP $37,440

BRAND USED SPECIALS 

DEALS ON NEW VEHICLES 

2017 CHEVROLET SILVERADO 1500 LT
5.3L V8 , Auto., Full 

Power, Navigation, Blue-
tooth, EZ Lift Tailgate, 
Leather Heated Seats, 

22,275 Miles.

STK#U10856T$38,986

2.7L V6, Auto., Eco Boost, 
XLT Chrome Appear. 
Pkg., Hitch, 20 Wheels, 36 
Gal. Fuel Tank, XLT Power 
Equip. Pkg., 36,193 Miles.

STK# U10895T $37,900

2018 FORD F-150 XLT 4X4 SUPER CAB

2020 FORD EXPLORER XLT
2.3L ECOBOOST, 

18” Alloy Wheel Pkg., 
Heated/ Pwr. Mirrors, 
Back Up Camera, 3rd 

Row Seats, 12,378 Miles.
$35,995 STK# U10956PT

11
51

25
_4

4x4 SPORT 2.0 SP AWC 
SUV, SATT Radio, Rear 
Spoiler, 4 Cyl Gas Saver, 
Heated Mirrors, Cruise 
Control, 33,112 Miles.
$18,995

2019 MITSUBISHI OUTLANDER

STK#U10890T

By Russell Gloor
For Capital Region Independent Media

Dear Rusty: My sister and I have the 
same fi rst and last names but are dis-
tinguished by our “middle” names. Our 
last name consists of two family names, 
which gives us both four, with only our 
middle names unique. We received two 
Social Security cards with the same 
name (middle name excluded), each with 
a unique number, but with our last name 
misspelled. So, my questions are:

• Which card is mine, and which is 
my sisters?

• Is it okay that our last name is mis-
spelled?

I called Social Security and was told 
to make an appointment online, which I 
tried but could not because it wouldn’t 
accept my last name. I don’t know what 
to do now and hope you can advise me. 

Signed: Confused Sister
Dear Confused Sister: You haven’t 

shared your age, but unless you’re ready 
to apply for Social Security, you and 
your sister have time to correct your last 
name in your Social Security records. In 
any case, your Social Security Number is 
what is used to record your earnings for 
the purpose of future SS benefi ts, so you 

aren’t losing anything where your earn-
ings credits are concerned. You should, 
however, get your correct last name re-
fl ected in your Social Security records to 
be sure that your future benefi ts will be 
properly paid. 

For Social Security purposes, only 
fi rst names and last names (surnames) 
are considered your legal name. You can 
include a middle name if it will help dis-
tinguish you from another, but your legal 
name for Social Security purposes will 
be your fi rst and last name only. Thus, 
you should correct your Social Security 
profi le to refl ect your correct fi rst and 
last name and include your unique mid-
dle name for personal purposes to distin-
guish you from your sister. For addition-
al awareness, SS last names are limited 
to 13 characters. Also, it’s not uncom-
mon for many people to share the same 
fi rst and last name (e.g., John Smith) in 
Social Security’s records – it’s the SS 
number associated with that name that 
counts. 

Other factors might apply too, such as 
whether the SS cards and numbers you 
and your sister now have are new, or if 
either or both of you have been using 
those SS numbers for past employment 
purposes. In any case, those numbers 

have been assigned to you, so getting 
your profi le to refl ect your correct last 
name is important. It’s also important 
that each of you separately use only one 
SS card/number (you use one; your sister 
the other).

 To correct your name with Social 
Security, you should fi ll out and submit 
form SSA-5, which you can download/
print at this link: https://www.ssa.gov/
forms/ss-5.pdf. Note that the form is 
used to apply for a new card, get a re-
placement card, or to change informa-
tion for an existing SS number. The form 
includes complete instructions on how 
to fi ll it out, and you can submit it via 
the US Post Offi ce to your local Social 
Security offi ce, the mailing address for 
which you can fi nd at www.ssa.gov/loca-
tor. Take note of the form’s instructions 
for including additional documentation 
for identifi cation purposes. I suggest that 
you and your sister both do this separate-
ly, each of you taking ownership of one 
of the SS numbers. When Social Secu-
rity processes your name change, they 
will schedule an appointment to discuss 
any remaining questions they may have. 
They will notify you via U.S. mail of 
the date/time of the appointment and the 
next steps to be taken. 

Since all Social Security offi ces are 
temporarily closed to public access due 
to the pandemic, you can do this trans-
action entirely over the phone if you 
wish, but you will need to fi rst call for 
an appointment. If you choose the phone 
method over submitting form SSA-5, 
you should call 1.800.772.1213 and re-
quest an appointment to correct your 
name on Social Security’s records. They 
will send you an appointment notice, at 
which you will be able initiate the name 
change process (you’ll still need to pro-
vide them with identifi cation documents 
via the US mail).

This article is intended for informa-
tion purposes only and does not repre-
sent legal or fi nancial guidance. It pres-
ents the opinions and interpretations of 
the AMAC Foundation’s staff, trained 
and accredited by the National Social 
Security Association (NSSA). NSSA and 
the AMAC Foundation and its staff are 
not affi liated with or endorsed by the So-
cial Security Administration or any other 
governmental entity. To submit a ques-
tion, visit our website (amacfoundation.
org/programs/social-security-advisory) 
or email us at ssadvisor@amacfounda-
tion.org. 

My Social Security Card Is Incorrect – 
What Should I Do?

Social Security Matters
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DON’T HESITATE. 
VACCINATE.

CapitalRegionVAX.org

Together we can end the pandemic.

The Capital Region is pulling together to encourage 
everyone to receive the vaccine. Thank you especially to the 
following for underwriting a vaccine awareness campaign. 
They exemplify the region at its very best.

VACCINE NETWORK

Capital Region Visit CapitalRegionVax.org
to find out when and 
where you can get your 
free vaccination.

Albany County
Columbia County
Greene County
Rensselaer County
Saratoga County
Schenectady County
Warren County
Washington County

SIGNATURE PARTNERS SUSTAINING PARTNERS STEADFAST PARTNER

Together end the pandemic.

“The COVID-19 vaccine is 
safe. It’s authorized by the 
FDA. It can’t cause the 
virus, and it doesn’t alter 
your DNA.”
Dennis P. McKenna, MD
President and CEO
Albany Med

“Don’t be afraid. 
The vaccine 
is safe. I had it.”

Micky Jimenez            
Regional Director
Capital District Latinos

“The vaccine protects you 
and others from COVID-19. 
The more people who 
get the vaccine, the 
safer we all are.” 
Elizabeth F. Whalen, 

MD, MPH
Commissioner

Albany County 
Department 
of Health

“When it is 
your turn, 
don’t hesitate, 
vaccinate.”
Odo Butler, DLP   
Past President 
Schenectady NAACP

“We can recover from 
the pandemic if 
everyone is vaccinated.”
Bill Hart
Vice President 
of U.S. 
Business
Operations           
Irving Tissue

“No one will be left 
behind. Please, let’s 

join together 
and do it right.”
Ruth Mahoney
Market President 
and Regional 
Retail Leader
KeyBank

“Until enough people 
are vaccinated, please 
continue social distancing, 
wearing your mask and 
washing your hands.”

John D. Bennett, MD
President and CEO

CDPHP

“I encourage everyone to get 
the vaccine so we can feel safe 
again and start living our lives 
to the fullest.” 
Christopher Del Vecchio, RPh
President and CEO
MVP Health Care

“The vaccine is free; it 
doesn’t cost anything. 
Please, don’t hesitate, 
vaccinate.” 
Brenda Robinson, 
DNP, MSN, RN          
CEO and Founder
Black Nurses Coalition

“The vaccine will be 
available to everyone. 
Everyone who wants 

a vaccine will 
receive one.”
J. David Brown

President and CEO
Capital District YMCA

“Let’s end the pandemic so we 
can once again open our arms 
to family and friends.”
Ronald Pope, DO
Vice President of Medical Services
Columbia Memorial Health

              


