Neighborhood Monthly Meeting

April 11, 2023
Draft
McKnight Neighborhood Council Minutes
Meeting convened at 600 pm in-person & via ZOOM teleconference.

ZOOM Facilitator:  Rep Roberta Kilkenny
Board Members Present (7): Walter Kroll, Pres; James Johnson, Vice-Pres; Elizabeth Stevens, Sec/Clerk Roberta Kilkenny, Dee Brown, Ben Swan, Jr., Stephen Howard

Board Members Not Present (2):  Damien Pittola, Treas; Patty McFarlan
Administrative Staff:   Elizabeth Lederman 
Neighborhood Members & Guests: (3):  David Gaby, Ed Whitley, Ed Zuckerman
Speakers (1):  Denise Jordan, Springfield Housing Authority 
Guest Presentations

· Denise Jordan, Springfield Housing Authority, explained the services provided by the SHA.
· The SHA is a state regional agency not affiliated with the City of Springfield. It manages Section 8 housing vouchers that can be used in Springfield and elsewhere in the state.  It receives funding from the state and the federal government.  

· Housing vouchers are available for low income single-women with children, seniors, and individuals receiving SSI benefits.  Ths SHA maintains a list of qualified individuals who have applied, and housing is provided as units become available.
· The SHA manages two public housing sites, one on Florida and St James, and the other at Bay & Sherman, and has housing at 26 other scattered sites.  In total, the SHA manages 2,397 units.

· Applications can be made and more information is available at springfieldhousingathority.org.
· Catherine Ratte, Pioneer Valley Planning Commission—cancelled due to ZOOM connection problem.
OFFICER REPORTS 

· SECRETARY’S REPORT: (Elizabeth Stevens)     

The following minutes were submitted for review:

· Minutes of 03/14/23 Neighborhood Meeting 
· Minutes of 3/28/23 Executive Board Meeting
MOTION: (SH moved) to accept the minutes as submitted; (JJ seconded); (WK call for discussion); (WK called the question); Motion carried—Unanimous.

· TREASURER’S REPORT: (Damien Pittola)    

The March financial report was submitted for review.  

MOTION: (ES moved) to accept financial report as submitted; (JJ seconded); (WK call for discussion); (WK called the question); Motion carried—Unanimous.  
BOARD BUSINESS--General
· Old Hill Neighborhood Council – Request for Letter of Support
· CPA application to begin work on developing the portion of the old Highland railway bed that runs through their neighborhood as part of the city-wide rail trail.

MOTION: (ES moved) to support Old Hill application; (JJ seconded); (WK call for discussion); (WK called the question); Motion carried—Unanimous.  

· $100,000 Fund (Roberta Kilkenny) 

· Board review and approval on next actions on Committee recommendations. 23 proposals reviewed and voted on to table, advance, or eliminate:



	#
	PROPOSAL
	Status 03 12 23 Recommended Action by Committee
	Status 04 11 23  Board Action on Recommendation /Accept /Reject/Other Action

	#7 Traffic & Infrastructure
	Block off Worthington & Bowdoin Streets
	Table pending completion of traffic study
	Accepted--tabled.

	#8 Traffic & Infrastructure
	Make our streets each one way
	Table pending completion of traffic study
	Accepted--tabled.

	#9 Traffic & Infrastructure
	Speed bumps to reduce noise, speeding, etc
	Table pending completion of traffic study
	Accepted--tabled.

	#10 Traffic & Infrastructure
	Traffic Safety Study
	Walter to complete information for future Committee and Board review.
	Accepted--continue to develop.

	#11 Traffic & Infrastructure
	Driver feedback signs (aka radar speed signs) to slow traffic
	Table pending completion of traffic study
	Accepted--tabled.

	#12 Parks & Public Space
	Better lights in Thompson Triangle
	General Board discussion & decision about lighting need.  If the need is identified, refer to Park Committee to pursue thru Park and/or CPA funding.
	Discussion--Eliminate from proposal list

	#13 Parks & Public Space
	Outdoor roller skating park
	Refer to Park Committee to follow and support development.
	Accepted--referred to Park Committee.

	#14 Parks & Public Space
	Restore Glen Park.  It should have an appropriate historically correct sign, cleanup of overgrowth, security measures including cameras and soft historically correct lighting and an historically correct bench.
	Refer to Park Committee to pursue thru Park and/or CPA funding.
	Accepted--referred to Park Committee.

	#15 Parks & Public Space
	Litter cans placed throughout the neighborhood
	Elizabeth to complete cost information for future Committee and Board review.
	Accepted--continue to develop.

	#16 MNC
	Hybrid, online, and outdoor meetings
	Communications Committee should continue to identify needs and keep Board apprised of progress.  Submit costs for reimbursement to $100,000 Fund once all needs are identified and purchased.
	Accepted--continue to develop.

	#17 MNC
	MNC Promotional Materials
	Continue to identify needs and use $100,000 Fund as necessary and approved by Board once MVP funds are spent.
	Accepted--continue to develop.

	#18 MNC
	Office Equipment
	Table pending ARPA decision on interim office space and meeting house proposals.
	Accepted--tabled.

	#19 MNC
	Software/Apps
	Use $100,000 Fund for ZOOM license  once MVP grant is spent.   (Pending ARPA decision, other software as identified, from $100,000 Fund, as approved by Board.
	Accepted--tabled.

	#20 MNC
	Board members Meet & Greet MNC residents in neighborhood parks from May-September.
	Use $100,000 Fund for ZOOM license  once MVP grant is spent. 
	Accepted--tabled.

	#21 MNC
	12 month pilot program - providing refreshments at monthly meeting
	General Board discussion & decision about whether or not this is a good idea.
	Discussion--no consensus--tabled for further consideration. 

	#22 Misc
	Farmers Market twice a month alternating between Magazine Park and Thompson Triangle
	Table.
	Accepted--tabled.

	#23 Misc
	Free sports (e.g. baseball, basketball) for younger children
	Eliminate from proposal list.
	Accepted--eliminated from proposal list.

	#24 Misc
	Homeless Outreach
	Eliminate from proposal list.
	Accepted--eliminated from proposal list.

	#25 Misc
	Creation and distribution of a Neighborhood Business Directory
	General Board discussion and decision about usefulness of project.
	Discussion--may be useful for fundraising, networking, and outreach.  Continue to develop.  

	#26 Misc
	Creation and distribution of a Neighborhood Resource Directory
	As above.
	Consolidate with business directory proposal.

	#27 Misc
	Neighborhood Crime Watch
	General Board discussion and decision about viability of project.  Committee does not think funding from $100,000 fund should be used.
	Discussion--eliminated from proposal list.

	#28 Misc
	Seated Tai Chi & Yoga
	Table.
	Accepted--tabled.

	#29 Misc
	Yoga & meditation activities for children under 17
	Table.
	Accepted--tabled.

	#30 Misc
	Caribbean Cultural Enrichment Program--program for youth to design costumes and work with computer applications
	Eliminate from proposal list.
	Discussion--eliminated from proposal list.




· Board Planning Activities
· Keep Springfield Beautiful—April 22—Clean-up around Rebecca Johnson School and adjacent streets.

· Block Party Planning

· Apply for park permit – Elizabeth L

· Walter arranging for food trucks, Peter Pan bus, W&S participation, and police participation.

· Hospitality tent – Elizabeth L

· For vendors:  Raffle prize contribution instead of table fees.

ADJOURNMENT:  MOTION: (BS moved) to adjourn; (ES seconded); (WK call for discussion); (WK called the question); Motion unanimous.
Submitted by Elizabeth Lederman, Administrative Staff, 05/09/23
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