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B-E Collection 
Los Angeles’Margaret Elfering
and her spouse Dianne Barrett.
(May Dianne Rest in Power
December 2023) contributed
their expertise to assembling a
series of oral history interviews
of lesbians and their careers. 

The interviews are known as The B-E Collection: Lesbians and Their Careers.

The “B-E” part of the name is a shorthand for their last names (Barrett – Elfering). However, Margaret and
Dianne wanted to attach another reason for the collection’s title so they shared another definition for the verb
“be” as “to exist” or “to occur or take place”. Since many women of their generation had the “don’t talk –
say nothing – you are wrong” experience, the interviewers’ mission was their means of bearing witness to the
incredible true stories of lesbians of different generations, walks of life and careers. The B-E Collection shows
that their objective was met!
The collection of videos is securely stored and archived on the B-E Collection website 
http://www.b-eCollection.org which also includes links to the collection at the Gerth Archives and Special 
Collection at California State University Dominguez Hills and the June L. Mazer Lesbian Archives. 
Pride and a Paycheck is honored to share the information about this important and herstoric collection of videos.
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