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Johnson’s Preface to his Edition of Shakespeare’s
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Notes

Questions with Answers
(1) What are the grounds of Johnson’s admiration for

(2)

Shakespeare as a dramatist and how far does his
reasoning convince you ?

Or
What, according to Johnson, are the merits of
Shakespeare’s plays? To what extent do you agree
with his observations in this respect ?

Or

How does Johnson reply to the following question
posed by him ? “It 1s proper o inquire by what
peculiarities of excellence Shakespeare has gained
and kept the favour of his countrymen.” How far
is Johnson justified in his reply ?
What, according to Johnson, are tht faults of
Shakespeare ? To what extent do you agree with him

in this respect ?
Or
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137
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ulﬂw does ) l’lhl?:iﬂn delend Shakespeare's mixing of
TN :.Illd comic elements and how far do yo
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| Or
Elsc:l;ss Juhn:‘»:nn‘:: defence of Shakespeare against
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I?m uss Johnson's view regarding the “three uni
Ues™ m drama wih speciai reference o

Shakes 's di 1t '
. peare's disregard of the unitics of ume and

Or

What it meant by the “three unities” relating to the
construction of a dramatic plot ? How does Johnson
comment on Shakespeare’s practice in this regard

and how far do you agree with him 2 145
Bring outthe salient points of Johnson’s Judgment of
Shakespeare as stated in the Preface, adding your
comments on each,

Or
Write a critical note on Johnson's views on
Shakespeare's dramatic works. 149
Discuss the¢ contribut.on of Johnson to Shakes-
pearean criticism.

Or
Wirite a note on the merits and dements of Johnson’s
Preface to Shakespeare. 153

I - Scanned by TapScanner
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(7)  Whatopmion have you formed of Johnson ag 4 Critic
| of Shakespeare ?
Or
Discuss Johnson's critical estimate of Shakespeare
and the principles that guided him in his cditing of
Shakespeare’s plays.
(8) Write a bricf ¢ssay an Johnson's norms of critical
evaluation in the lightof your reading of his Preface
to Shakespeare.

Or

Consider Johnson's Preface to Shakespeare as an
illustraton of the nco-classical tencts of Iilcrury
criticism to which Johnson subscribed.

Or

What is the critical position and attitude adopted
by Johnson in his approach to Shakespeare’s plays
as stated in his Preface to Shakespeare. ... 162
(9) Towhatextentis Johnson’s Shakespearcan criticism
distortcd by the ethical assumpuions of the age of
which he was one of the main spokesmen ?
Or

“He sacrifices virtue to convenience.” Examine

this dictum of Johnsonregarding Shakespeare, com-

menting on the validity of the criterion here implied.
Or

Discuss the didactic note in Johnson’s approach to
Shakespeare’s plays in his Preface. 166

(10) Discuss Johnson's editorial methods in respect of
Shakespeare’s plays.
Or
What docs Johnson tell us about his procedure
in cditing Shakespeare's plays ?
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