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through various sources of history

» broad historical trends in the medieval
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Analysing

» On what
atsamudrasya himadredcava daksingem

alive forus

mes history L
hat brings | y all o
basis 18 ustory Jivided mto thﬂu‘l P—
A 0 The aoostlar
pmods‘.‘ | hese and othet hich wuunnfud(»hdmlmnm)muhh,u.,“ yatra santatih
o in this chapter wht
: < apswered in (s ch "
questons shall be '“l.“‘“l Indian history. The country (varsam) that lies north of the ocean 4y
EREes o mediers o - southof the snowy mountali in called Hlmml.nn,!ln-n.
i { dwell the descendants of Bharata!
/ IN HISTORY
N IN
PER]ODISAT[O i wrees Vishnu Purana, 2,341
' e study of evenis of the pasty I8 Sot A
o divided he ancient, medieval and e How was India described inthe Vishnu Purang?
Connnonl.\‘ dl\’ld‘:d lnto " ‘ M

modern periods on the basis of changes in social,

political and cconomic organisation, and shifts in - YARIOUS TERMS FOR THE INDIAN
3 & oy sy e distt ishe ALY r ~ rgn
ideas and beliets. Fach period 18 distinguished by SUBCONTINEN1
specific characteristics and developments. ‘ | | _
L . . vari [ndia has been known by varied names throug), i,
from region to region. ‘
« In the ancient period, India was refered

« While the medicval period in Europe lasted
f ‘ to by names such as Bharatavarsha ang

between 600 and 1400 ¢k, the medieval Jambudvipa., Bhat ' |
period in India roughly extended from about ‘- L - “p‘ff ElAEhn £ Edi
e o 1‘n yoth th‘c Vishnu Purana and the Rig Veda,
. South Asia was also called Jambudyipa or
dieval perioc I 1 study is ‘the k ‘ | |
T e ! period in ndia under study is the Tand of the rose apple tree” in Puranic and
ither sub-divided mto: B '
I uddhist texts,
. the early mediey: i '
\ val period (¢, 700- Yatanjali |
o (¢. 70( * Patanjali used the term *Arvavarta™ or land ol
’ the Aryas (literally, the good and the nobk
men) to denote the northern part of India lying

-3 :Ilz:)ate)nledie\'al period (¢. 1200
19U CE). - .
between the Himalayas and the Vindhvas.
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st esd book of ithe .‘ o aq
-
Parseces, PRI g
/ Sapta Nindhuo oy . .
’f ‘the land of seven - .
“‘ rivers’ as the name
]
f tor Indha
/ . The ancient (;IL’('L', MERTE R . l‘. " - ¥
. f o
referred to the | — r
Indians  as  Indoi | » .
or ‘people of I T wa— &
I‘ I the | 5 o A
Indus”, { e Loy
. J ’_:r'.’i-‘:l 42 ""'
* During the medicval | .
period, the name that
. ‘PN EFE "-._'7_|| e
gamned  popularity ks g T
:
was Hindustan,
along with the term VIJAYAN AR
. . L I ]
Hind. These names
arc  still  used in 4
present-day  India 33 c-
(VN5
and therefore, it is - Mo
‘ | — )
important to know | e
1 GEOGRAPHY SKILLBUILDER: Interpreting ‘th';J\
how  they  came _ . . -
@ Pick out five medieval cities and name the rivers OCE 4N
about. on the banks of which these cities are located g S ol
I.  The rulers of 5. Thus ‘the land of river Hindu™ became
Hindustan.

Delhi Sultanate and the Mughals called

their Indian empire Hindustan.

2. The term came to be used for the region
of India lying between the rivers Indus
and Brahmaputra and the Himalayan and

Vindhyan mountain ranges.

3. The river Indus or Sindhu formed the
western frontier of India. The ‘S’ of
Sindhu became ‘H’ in the languages of the
visitors or invaders from the north-west.

4. The people living on the castern side of
the river Hindu or Sindhu came to be
called Hindus in medieval India.

» India’s present name :

1 !
g Balgey lovmi
Y a0 GV GG

river Indus.

N
i

While the name Hindustan conty
popular throughout the medieval penod. i
geographical area which was covered by th
name varied widely. For example

I. In the ecarly medieval period, the name
denoted the land lving between the niver
Indus and its tributaries and the land
between rivers Ganga and Yamuna.

In the late medieval period. the name
came to denote much of what 1s today
modern India, including south India.

m
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Monuments and Buildings Q":

- These structures can be Ing or s‘mnll N Size $0me o ]‘
intact and others are in ruins. Forts, Palaces 4, e

er
mosques, clock towers, gardens an 0 0n, are

Ty
in cripunn

lnscriptionc are writings engraved op
' metals, rocks, pillars and stone structy

The
study of history
through the material
remains of human life 4
is known as archacology. ——
Such sources may include
monuments, paintings,
sculptures, inscriptions
and coins.

olid SUrface, =
res, ey

{1 Coins in the medieval period were mainly Made of .
/,/ metals such as silver, gold and s0me nlloys. These
~ had different scripts and figures inscribed op them

Sculptures
The sculptures were made
depicted figures of gods
For example, the

of bronze, woq
and goddesses,
Nataraja or the dancin

dor Stone and

and Ueens ang
8 Shiva.

ki“,’g\.

VG o)
Faintings

Paintings can be found in the form ofmur;\h‘ Oltraj 3
miniature paintings on scroljs and pieces of Pape
as books. Different styles inti

parts of India,

—_— Mahabharata,

and the g5 in
dohas form a

YIngs of sajnys Such ,
part of thijs litera ~

TY source,
Autobiographies

ese are life storje A
such as kings and emperors. They were Writte
by the individug] |

limself or by scholars
residing at hig court,

sources are found
/' inthe written form. They
" were written in many languages

such as Persjap, Sanskrit, Arabic,
Urdu, regiona] languages and 5o on.

Court Chronicles

Several scholars wrote about the history of
e oty .. pesiod, DB ons ) dynastieg of the perioq. These texqs were
till not used i India. The Mmaterials SISy e
ed for writing includeg palm [eaves, Writings of Foreign Travellers
ik of birch trees and animal skips,
In the Jate medieva] period,

Many foreign traye]]
royal ambassadors
> Medieval perjod 4

their journey and
Royal Decrees

s Govemment documents or archives in the

orm of royal decrees or farmans issued by
rulers form 4 part of this literary source.

Paper became the chief

ers, scholars, pilgrims and
Writing Materia]

visited India during the ‘
nd left behind an account of
experiences.
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Literary Sources of Medieval Indian History

Prithvira; Raso by bi ' ) ; h Ll Chacbinsts veia
Chand Bardai NOETapeYy an account of the Rajput ruler Prithvira; Chauhans reign
Humavunnama by
Gulbadan Begum
Babwrnama (also known
as Tuzuk-i-Babri)

o of the
witly excerpts fromn somee

-
v
~
1
[~
=
-
»
=
-
=
’.l
A
-
s
>
x
-

biography tells us about the reign of the Mughal emperor Humayun
{ fauna

R : , ; he £ .
reveals the detailed attention Babur paid to the fiora an

autobiographv
grap) of Hindustan
provides a fascinating insight into the court politics of the

Tuzuk-i-Jahangiri autobiography ;eriod and provides details of Jahangir's personal life
Futuhat-i-Firoz Shahi autobiography  written by sultan Firoz Shah Tughlaq

Abd al-Qadir Badauni’s

Muntakhab-ut-Tawarikh  court chronicle  deals with the reign of Babur, Humayun and Akbar

or Selection of Chronicles
Barani’s Tarikh- i-Firoz
Shahi or Firoz Shahs History
Rajatarangini by Kalhana  court chronicle
Abul Fazl’s Akbarnama court chronicle

court chronicle  describes the history of the Delhi Sultanate

deals with the history of the rulers of Kashmir
record of Akbar’s reign by a court historian
third volume of Akbarnama; describes the administration under

Ain-i-Akbari court chroni _e : :
nicle Akbar and includes statistical reports of his empire

account by a traveller and scholar from Morocco; visited India during the

ihla by :
) o8 Dattuta foreign traveller Tughlaq rule; tells us about the geography of India
account by a Al Biruni accompanied Mahmud Ghazni on his campaigns into

Al Biruni's Tarikh al-Hind foreign traveller northern India and left an account.

B Beyond acco.unt oy an account of Athanasius Nikitin's trip to India

Three Seas foreign traveller

Mirat ul-Memalik or The ~ account by a Sidi Ali Reis was an Ottoman admiral whose travels to India
Mirror of Countries foreign traveller and other countries are recorded in this book.

a Sanskrit prashasti royal decree in praise of the Delhi Sultan Balban

e

Calligraphy
® Calligraphy orthe art of writing alphabets in an artistic manner
was a common feature of the manuscripts written during the ; &

medieval period of Indian history.
@ Floral and geometric motifs were used to decorate books and
monuments of the period.

@ Although the knowledge of calligraphy already existed in India,
Persian influence led to the rise of a distinctive style.
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¢ a page from Baburnama

statistical: using a group of numbers to represent facts or describe a situation
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a page from Prithviraj Raso

BROAD HISTORICAL TRENDS IN
THE MEDIEVAL PERIOD IN INDIA

" divils ol
Hetore wedehve \'\‘i'l‘\'l o the s \‘l"l"( vk “”I '

medieval Tndian history, Tet s ey aned g ! |
. g " , i

anderstandimy of the politcil s il eeonomie | |

culiveal changes that ook plce during fhin pertol

||u|||'

; p vifse of
o The medieval period wis marhed by the e
replonnt Kingdomy thiouphout the connty

< Anomportant
prominence during this period, primanl
warriors and kings in northernand central Indha
Phese people were called the Rnjputs (derived
from *Rajaputra’ or “the son ola fuler’).

proup ol peoplerose o

VoI

. The Rajputs claimed Kshatriyin caste
status,

2. Four clans played an importantvole inthe
history of this period — the Pratiharas, the
Chauhans  (Chahamanas), the Solankis
and the Pawars (Paramaras), These clans
called themselves the Agni Kula beeause
they claimed to have originated direetly
from a sacrificial fire conducted by Sage
Vashishtha on Mount Abu,

« Establishment of the Delhi Sultanate afier
the arrival of the Turks from the north-west
and setting up of the Mughal empire were
important political events of the period.

« The custom of granting land to nobles by
the rulers in return for regular tributes and
military help, was a significant political trend
of the period.

* The important social trends of the medieval

age included the increase in the number of new
castes, the rise of tribal groups with their own

Sia ™ ' b T

phemtities i cnsnnggg

IR
P tween rorad and gy,

Jintinenon

t““‘ W
h m . . ‘\‘

yinngt ok tade g

it ol X "lnn",“

ptrodnetion ol 0oy,
K}

N A
wiih i .
S TR Al i
A\n-u"i‘ll”"“' ol l'”‘.l revenue werg e A m hl"l m
||\|‘ |

miv |u‘m|" of the medi vinl b

o gy ™
« 1he |wuml alwo withensed rew ‘
Vi
a
TITITLCCLRILE ‘ .
o Qtelypons e dorme i the Torm My
] | 1T
‘ AN 4
sull moyent nis Were major ih'w‘\lsl My
: N
ol the period, o
. Architecturntly, distinetive g
! X
(echnolopies HHose, which oy | -
\
and mapnthicence o y

’."-mult‘lll

i i Mgy,
[ndm Budldings, |

|

IESEARCIEARD iy Al

My Experlences in Hindustan by Sidi Al Ry,
ul-Memalik)

As s00n as Humayun heard of our ardival 1. -
Khanikhanan and other supedor officers, Wit ,“hh
clephants and some thousand men 1o meey |, {
out of respect and regard for our glorioys P.nn‘m‘l\‘:m.
we were accorded a brilliant reception, That I“‘«lh.
day the Khanikhanan prepared a great banquot i“:w
honor; and as itis the custom inIndio to give (““”l\‘-‘“,l
in the evening, T was that nightintroduced wiy, 'Hut:
pomp and ceremony into the lmperial hall, After m\’
presentation | offered the Emperor a small g, ~\n\{
a chronogram upon the conquest of India, also \\wt)
gazels, all of which pleased the Padishah greay.
Source: The Sacred Books and Early Literature of
the East, Charles F Horne, ed.

(Mi,m

® Which custom of India has been described by sig
Ali Reis?

® Find out what is a chronogram,

—
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A Badain b, thn Battuts . Al Biruni
1A by o painting a. Wataraja b, doho C.oniniature
A The foredgn traveller e Batiats halled from 4. France b, Italy ¢ WMot

Yo Aosignificart trend in the medieval ol vy the fise of this greasgs
a Fajpnits b, Brahitnanas C. Heputdican,
States whether the lollowing ttatemnents are true or falie and rewrite the incorredt tatements o
tarrect them,
Vo dnedia was calfed “apts Sindhg’ in the iedieval period

2 Barand veeete the Tarikhi i Flrer Shalil,

..

Manmmerds, paintinegs and coing are literary sources,

A The Akbarnarmia was wsitier by Chand Bardal

oo A Biruni accornpatiied Miharmrnad Ghorita lndia
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New Kings and Kingdoms
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Y L1 I
of ,”,.,'u \.I’ ’lll“: h.:'mnﬂ!’.qurmw in ln.k.“,,q
" ,)r‘.

' he carly ,u'um' |
| s : ) !‘ Shtr
& ' | s tory was lll:lﬂu’(‘ b.\, e I:Hl’l.’ | s ‘ ,
lor power amony? the variots Inc .l,l” ‘; * |
s ' as also o period f |
' il FlEey

kingdoms i the north TEw

of political uncertainty caused by ﬁ'”(,‘”'.” o 712222l
invasions, which set the stage for the later ApETAN i A
events of Indian history as they evolved, : oy = S 4';;,‘,,'4" b frrne
It also saw the rise of the Cholas in the south, ‘....'-'.',.v.,,:::,' ""“ _"‘;:m}mm; N n,.,_,_l'_t:.::.';_'_:j.'r':_,.‘_""?t::l,‘,‘,.; )
which we shall look at closely through a ; - h,""'f:,':n ’ 'M-n-
case study in this chapter, ;.1 i :';::r":—::'::“":;;.::,6:.....’:‘,;::;-A Ml
| €., 1T TKAL A
EMERGENCE OF NEW f‘ g o
KINGDOMS IN NORTH, WEST B . Uk o T is
AND CENTRAL INDIA ’; T il ..., VENG
The 7th century saw the rise of chicfiaing f ...... H
or landlords known as samantas or | ' |
j subordinates in different parts of the Indian ; CHOLAS ¢
‘ subcontinent. In due course of time, they ',; g ' ——— ‘
acquired power and wealth and asserted XX 2 w (u.,; /
their independence  to  establish — their B S , IS ‘
own kingdoms. For instance, Dantidurga ”',,7
defeated the Chalukyas and  laid the SMAPPING —, R oy DT %
foundation of the Rashtrakuta dynasty. ’GF"““””SK"‘”’U'”’ER"”‘CrP'L'“”B Maps | Y=,
On the other hand, chicftains such as the @ x)“:vc:”::i)‘:':]ﬁj"““ of the medieval period are

Gurjara-Pratiharas pave up their traditional
occupation and successfully  established
their kingdom in Rajasthan,

The Tripartite Struggle THE GURJ ARA-PRATIH ARAS

* Kannauj had become the centre ofall political ~ The Gurjara-Pratiharag ruled over weste Ind;
developments in north India during the long i.c, in parts of western and centrg Rm' “h'ﬂ,
rCil { ‘ h . v . v ‘ ‘ ra aJaSt an

gn of king Harshavardhana. and parts of cengrg India. Their location made j;
. - ¢
possible for them to resist the Arab incursiong,

I-Iowcycr, the constant struggle weakened the three
dynasties and led (o their ultimate decline,

* Kannauj’s strategic position fostered trade
and e L » ! .I N y 1 (
cnco:(r)m'r?;r'cc, 'a.nd the high !cmh‘ty of soil * They had inilially been local officials but had

aged agricultural growh, Therefore, carved out principalitics for

all new kingdoms were cqually interested in themselyeg
Acquiring control gyer Kannauj, , D
The hepin: _ ‘ * The Gurjara-Pratiharas
7mkc((;g;)nnmg of medieyal Indian history wag had 3 li)ng line of
mrjm_’):: li;:' ’lnlng-.drawn struggle among  the powerful rulers such
D i e g g 1€ Rishiakutas o Nagabhata 1 (750
upremacy nvc: Kd 4 of Bengal o establish thejy 780 cx), the founder of
. AMNauj. This eyeny i ' o
o ) : S dC.' : . N *
Y historians as the Tripartite Strugﬂlc rerbed e cymasty, Vatsa e
: and Bhoja,

o Va(allq on a Guriars
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+ Mihiv Bhoja (%36 800 1) estabhished
the Targest cmpire i northern India, with
Kannauy as s capital. He ssued silver coins

Cord Vishnu, He was called Adivaraha
«  TheGurara-Pratiharas were also greatpatrons
ol learning and literature. Rajasckhara, the

Sanskrit poet, was patronised by the Pratihara
\ rulers.

THE PALAS

The Pala empire was founded by Gopala around
750 ce. His empire extended over the states of
present-day Bengal, Bihar, parts of Odisha and
Nepal.

V'V
By,
A

+ Later, under Dharmapala and his son
Devapala, the empire extended over present-
day Bengal, Kannauj, Odisha, Bihar. Assam,
northern India and Nepal.

-
NONY A,

b )£

o,

-1}
~ S

<oy

o
Vs

« The Tibetan chronicles inform us that the
Palas were patrons of Buddhist learning,
Iiterature and education, donating generously
to Nalanda University, a major centre of
Buddhist learning.

/4

* Dharmapala also established the famous
Vikramshila Buddhist University.

» They had close trade and cultural relations
with Southeast Asia, which added to their

prosperity.

* Much later, Mahipala was defeated by Rajendra
Chola of the Chola dynasty in 1023 CE.

. I3 2 7 « . “
with the mark of Varaha, an incarnation of

e Ramapala (1082 1124 cr) was the last
known king of the dynasty
« The Khalp invasions eventually led o the

decline of the Pala dynasty

THE RASHTRAKUTAS

The Rashtrakuta dynasty was
Dantidurga or Dantivarman in the Deccan region
specifically in the area of present-day Maharashira,
It later included Maharashtra, Gujarat and Malwa

founded hy

«  The word rashtrain Sanskritmeans ‘ternitory”
while kuta means ‘chieftain’.  Belore
acquiring the status of a ruling dynasty in the
Deccan, the Rashtrakutas were chieftains in
central India.

+ The capital of the empirec was at Malkhed
or Manyakhet necar modern Sholapur in
Maharashtra.

« Apart from the Tripartite Struggle, they
were in constant conflict with the Chalukyas
of Vengi, the Pallavas of Kanchi and the
Pandyas of Madurai.

¢ The Rashtrakuta ruled for almost 200 year
till the end of the 10th century.

» The greatest Rashtrakuta rulers were Govind
IIT (793—-814 ce), Amoghavarsha (814-%°
cE) and Krishna III (939-968 cE).

» The rock-cut cave temples at Ellora a
Elephanta in modern-day Maharashtra
the legacy of the Rashtrakuta rulers.

S MmecEm e v
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THE CHA UHANS

T'he Chauhan or Chahamana dynasty of Ajmer
WS established in the 11eh century r. Before
Cstablishing their dynasty, the Chauhans were
Vassals of the (mq.nr.n-thfmnu

One of the freatest milers of the Chauhan
dynasty  was \'igrlhlrnj, who  captured
Chitror

* ”"“"“ﬂl} Chauhan, the  most  famous

( h.ﬂ:hm ruler, as A
roascended the throne of Armer . ™
m 177 ¢ ‘ ¢ atemple made by 3 Chauhan ruter ne
Banas River in Rajasthan

A ad, M

* He mi!m;m 4 Vigoerous policy of cxpansion
wheren his moxg famous expedition was against the Chandellas of Bundelkhand.

gn have also been described in Prithviray Raso, compose

e 5 s i
B Cvents of Prithvi irar’s req d h}, hiy 0w

COuUrt poet, Chand Barda;.
Prithyiray ¢ ‘hauhan wag engaged in the First and Second Battles of Tarain against \\hlh:m”n :

Ghori in 1191 ¢ ang 1192 cx, respectively.

* He was et feated and imprisoned after the Second Battle of Taramn,
A Snapshot of Socio-Political and Fconomic Set-up during the Period
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1 ® Infantey, cavaley and a large nuiphs 89 dst 8550 s jacs
i maintained.

MILITARY N

The Palas had the largest nnbier id wss 2l6is w00

ORGANISATION

& The Gurjara-Pratilhyaras had thie fige seials)

®  The Rashtrakutas had a large it (A 00 gassisnsd wy
special troops.

R O N R I~ P08 P 2 L 0 T VEE iy i ANt <t o ek Aol

e

The Village:
& The village was the hasic unit of adiminisis et fasind by
the gramapatl, who was also the acconi s
VILLAGE AND TOWN ’ ®  Along with him, village commitiees logkes sfies s s
ADMINISTRATION @ schools, roads, water tanks, temples, ane o, o

The Towns:

® Law and order issues were addressed by the ketursd

® Town committees and head of trade gullss ooe part o tre
\ administration.
S

s e A -tk b 3 e Vo A e S S W . -

/' The Society:
® The caste system was the basis of sociz! life.

® The brahmanas and Rajputs (kshatriyas) hac the = grec
position.

# The vaishyas (traders and merchants) tock part = ‘ocz
administration.

The Economy:

SOCIAL AND

ECONOMIC LIFE _ ® Agriculture was the main occupation.
® Trade relations with China, Southeast Asiz and the Wester=
world flourished.

® The main items of export were spices, textiles and precous stomes
® The main imports comprised horses, precious meta's 278 cores.
® Merchants operated through guilds known as shrenis

® The chiefs of the guilds, called shrestins, occupied mpomta:

posts in city administration.

Agnhara or Brahmadeya

The brahmanas and the learned men were often given the land, as well as the right to coliect t"vmﬁmm

: land. Such grants were called agrahara or brahmadeya. The brahmanas had no firthe: abligation to the king They |
. and their families could live comfortably off the revenue o( the land.

5-----—-—-----*_---—----—o--- .. - .- -

MRl garrison: 2 group of soldiers residing inside a fort in order to defend i

* :
ek

Scanned with CamScanner



THE TURKISH INVASIONS £

The Gharnavids ﬂ

Mahmud of Ghazni (VOR 1030 ¢r) was

a Turhish congueror who established his

empire in Ghaznt (present-day Afghanistan).
He raided India 17 times between 10071 and
1027 ¢r at places like Punjab. Mathura,
Multan and Thaneshwar,

His most darning raids were at Kannauj in
1018 ¢r and Somnath m 1025 cr.

*  Mahmud did not wish
to rule over India, He
plundered India and
carried away wealth,
artisans  and  learned
men.

« Mahmud was closely
assoctated  with  the
rebirth  of  Iranian
culture.  With  the
wealth  taken from
India, he decorated
the palaces, mosques
and tombs in Ghazni.
Many scholars resided
at his court. Among
them Firdausi, the
author of Shahnama
(the biography of

¢ apagefromthe Mahmud), was the
Shahnama most famous.

Mahmud’s attacks were devastating in nature
as they showed the weakness of the existing

kingdoms and paved the way for future invasions.

Muhammad Ghori and Prithviraj
Chauhan

Shihabuddin Muhammad Ghori, ascended the
throne of Ghazni in 1173 cE. He conquered
Multan en route to Delhi and the Gangetic Valley
and made Punjab his base.

{STORY

« Around this  time,
ascended the throne of

( handellas and occupied Delk,

o Muhammad Ghorr came into
Prithviray Chaubhan, both de;, :
DR FE 44 N

of the Gangetic Valley ang Punjag e

- II]L lllﬁf n '"ll of T: ”-“n in )‘
won by Prithvira) Chauhan

« The Second Battle of Tary, .
led to Muhammad Ghori’s v,

control over Delhi, Bihar, ”L'w;
Ganga-Yamuna Doab. A

After the Battles of Tarain, Muhgy,, N
returned to Ghazni leaving the m“ |
Indian territory in the hands of " \.\
slave, Qutbuddin Aibak. > iy,

-J

¢ the tomb of Muhammad Ghori in Sohawa, ps:.

CASE STUDY

THE CHOLAS

The Cholas ruled in South India between 800 ¢
and 1200 ce. The founder of the empire w:
Vijayalaya who was initially a feudatory of th
Pallavas. Vijayalaya built the capital town o
Thanjavur, a beautiful city of temples. The gloryo
the Chola dynasty is, in large measure, attribu
to Rajaraja Chola I and Rajendra Chola I.

Rajaraja Chola I

The expansionist policies of Rajaraja Chola Ik

“him to defeat the Cheras, the Pandyvas. the Gang
' Dynasty in Karnataka and Chalukyas of Vengl
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He annexed the
northern part of Sri
Lanka and the Maldives
islands to his empire.

. : V" "
2 -
ﬂ’f
A
¥ i

* His kingdom was
organised on the lines of
efficiency—both
and military,

a mural showing Rajaraja
Chola T with his guru at
Brihadeshwara

cconomic

Rajendra Chola |
(1012-1044 ck)
Rajendra I continued with his father Rajaraja
Chola’s expansionist policies.

* He defeated the Chalukyas in the west and

the Pala rulers of Bengal and completed the
conquest of Sri Lanka.

* Rajendra I also defeated the ruler of the
Sri Vijaya empire, which extended over
the Malay peninsula, Sumatra, Java and
neighbouring islands. He developed a navy
for these expeditions.

Socio-Political and Economic Set-up
during the Chola Period

Administration of the Empire
« The Chola empire was headed by the king
and a council of ministers to aid and advise
him.
« The Cholas maintained a large army
comprising cavalry, infantry, clephants and a
strong navy.

He marched across Kalinga

.=
f'*}‘.‘.’-’
o 4 /J of R
to Bengal, crossing the ) S i The Chola Kingdom
Ganga and defeated the £ o /
e
local rulers and assumed the I = N
i . u’“"“j}_ o ¥ j\ 4
title of Gangaikondachola L / W Ny X
or the Chola conqueror of | / ‘/w‘ 5 Sty NN
. o o2 / .5 -/ 4 ¥ ) e
Gangaandbuiltanew capital )/, 1 £ oS Yty Domgpo
. 3 g ) Jd il
near the river Kaveri called FAy RN { etz .
; g ! AN 3 S A H
Gangaikondacholapuram ;o AN Ml (GRS
€ e al 'f “.\\ “\‘"\ '\.“ o 'I,- W [\v‘hﬂ‘
or the ‘city of the Chola |- *, " M M
) \ ' ’ oy 4 !
conqueror of the Ganga’. ‘;/DJ. f it | A
' 2 L ! s s | \
\) b) '.“ \"1 {)f"‘, 4 y..‘ I
M ,m,nl ) A ,1’ \'", E '“I\ ‘ ]| \ 4‘
J;/N," ' l N u‘.!..,n.,_.l( WS 'l‘ l
D e /( ) ’\, N
[ oo iy
4 N My, i % S
SCHALUKYAS o33 :: 4 ."
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a depiction of Rajendra

Chola 1 in battle
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Village and Town Administration

The Chola local self-government included two

assemblics- - the ur and the sabha or mahasabha.

« The mscripuions (particularly the one at
Urtaramerur n Chingleput. Tamil Nadu)
J describe the village assemblies in great detail.
Thev tell us that the ur was a general
assembly of all classes of people, who
ownad land within the village. In
contrast, the sabha was an assembly
found in villages where brahmanas
owned ail the land as brahmadeya
grants.

* As the Chola rulers granted

Jand to a large number
of brahmanas, a number
of brahmana settlements

emerged in the Chola empire.

» The sabha operated through different
committees to look after various
aspects of local administration
including  temples, gardens,
imgation, assessment of land
revenue, maintenance of law
and order, and so on.

MRNIY Iracgers
merchants
and sometimes

artisans The

nagaram played
an ymportant role in

urhan admimistration

1 (.)u\‘_‘ tl""!«",’_ et

} oof
Phgs

Types of Land
vellanvagai il

| S @ & .

| Peasant proprietgpg

‘brahmadeya j land gified o hr"Ahml, -
S e e “‘_‘ b ”'.: ‘
shalabhoga land for the maim,. -
| 14 1 . he m.lmtcn;mtc
{ ol a school

'devadana, land gifted to kmp];\k

{tirunamanukkani

——

! . ,_ —
' pallichchhandam land donated 1o J;m?‘

| | - -
! 1 mstitutions

Economy

The Cholas encouraged trade ang commerce
the Coromande! and Malabar coasts were co
of India’s trade with Southeast Asia.

and
Nireg

* An elaborate land survey was carried oyt 1,
fix the government’s share of land revenue

* Taxes were also collected from tolls op
trade, professions and from the plunder of
neighbouring territories.

Temples

The resources and extent of the Chola empire
enabled the rulers to build great capitals and
temples.
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2 in the Cholg empire prom ¥ : e
wulpture of an elephant at the huh of econonric and s ‘ Chand e Parestmslis 1
Brih:l(ll'\hwa[a T('mp!(' v‘”('i.” ],{' VAR ain ‘[s-“". '\}._-«! m e TR ‘ E ! )
i o — U ttaramernr temple inscriphions di |
* The temple was a minigre city or palace and 921 0 |
ks §sz=a . : alace A 2 |
\Vllh hv‘ng rooms f()T Prl(_"\?‘.. e Some VW I'-V\_' ¢ s showgd the royal ; |
LHVIC (M ¥ . - L 4
« The lL‘mDIC\ UP\[I.’I”Y C”_ifl‘,’cd revenue-free the d.,‘ nasty Marks of masons an »
" . N . - | T sansoernptons
gmnls from rulers and d”ﬂfﬂmm from found on these msery |
wealthy merchants, e They also tell us about the conguests of ing
CYy .
Rajaraja Chola and the gifts made to

Did You Kinow? LS e

" \ ¢ The systematic way of @iving donatio
' The style of temple architectyre was known as .

i , informs  us about  the  orgamsatonad
| Dravida. The building of storey upon storey

above
i the chief deity room, called garbhagriha, was the

, main feature of the Dravida style of temple building.

..........................

capabilities of the ruler
* Land grants were given to the brabmanas

cither individually or collectively,

Analysing Sources of History

Hail! Prosperity! This (is) the edict (sasana) of Rajaraja (alias) Rajakesarivarman, which s cherished by the muitde
of the diadems of (i.e., which is obeyed by) the crowd of all princes. (3]

On the twentieth day of the twenty-sixth year (of the reign) of Ko-Rajakesarivarman, alia Sri-Rajarajadeva, who
- while (his) heart rejoiced, that, like the goddess of fortune, the goddess of the great earth had become his wifs,
— in his life of growing strength, during which, having been pleased to cut the vessal (kalamm) (in the ha'l s
Kandalur, [4] he conquered by his army, which was victorious in great battles, Vengainadu. Ganga-pad:, Tadigai-
padi, Nulamba-padi, Kudamalai-nadu, Kollam, Kalingam, Ira-mandalam, (the conquest of which) gave fame lie,
made (him) famous) (in) the eight directions, and the seven and a half lakshas of fratta padi, — deprived the
Seriyas (i.e., the Pandyas) of their splendour, while (he) was resplendent (to such a degree) that (he) was worthy
to be worshipped everywhere; — having been pleased to make gifts (in) the royal bathing-hall (tiru-manjana-
salai) to the east (of the hall) of [rumadi-Soran within the Tanjavur palace (koyil), the lord (udaiyar).

Source: Translation of the Brihadeshwara Temple Inscription, Thanjavur, No. 1 & 2 on the north and west
walls, upper tier.

® What does this inscription tell us about the conquests of Rajaraja I?
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Fh"‘ Inca dynasty in the 13t century. The InCa rule began with t !
In Peru. Later, the Incas undet Tupac Yupanqui set out to conque
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. o e ‘
title ‘Pachacuti which meant destroyer and put the Inca ampiie < “XRé N0
4 i s ‘ ¥ Irs TR 3 R
and CCHQUQ_\(_ Mis conquests were continued t‘\, hix son and D, TORA QA | aCt e i,
were the largest native American civilisation that ever existed. R
e Incas are remembersd for their enormous fortresses which they DU on WoR OF steep TOUME
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SRR e

;hUS enabling then} to defend th:‘(Y‘.S’:‘Wt‘S J\};Nn-‘t cj—\&“'t ‘\“‘\\"?""\'4‘. ‘\‘I"i‘ QF the moxRe 15 .
ortresses is Sacasahuman located in Cuzco, the Inca copital h
Even though the Incas had no access to the wheel, they built 3 sophisticated road SVStem 1 copn. .

stead they used a record keeQing sygron.

thé villages. The Incas did not have a written language. Inste
using knots on ropes called Quipus.

Chapter Checklist

Tick (v) the concepts you have understood.

The early period of medieval Indian history led to the establishment of many small regional kingdoms
throughout India.

‘The Palas, Rashtrakutas and Gurjara-Pratiharas were en;tged m'at;w;r-t;?; sfl:ggheiamwe contra e
Kannauj. -
The First and Second Battles of Tarain were fought between Prithvirai Chauhan and Muhammad Ghor s <
1191 CE and 1192 CE, respectively.

" The rock-cut tempies of Ellora and Elephanta in modem-cay Maharashtre are the lagacy of the Rashrac s
, o

-~

The king was the head of the administration, commander-in-chief of the army and dispenser of justice ﬁ
: invaded many times in 11th and 12th centuries by Musim rulers such as Mahmud = B

Rajaraja | and Rajendra | were the two famous Chola rufers. '
x a . 3 . v -/'\\
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SR Creeration descrides the functions of focal selt government during the chala pettad!

3OWAO was The foundier of the Chada empire? Whete wan their capital?

LOANCD oficer addrensed the saue of faw and onder during the “th centuy?

S OWNRL s The meanng of Gangakondachala T Whao adoptad this title!?

Answer the following questions In brief,

T Decuss the Trpartte Struggte among the Palas Pratiharas and Rashtiakutas,

Who was Prvhvera Chavhan? Write a short note.

Why S Mahmad of Ghami raid India 17 times between 1001 andd 1027 Cem What was the fapiac b ol Tils

-

v

s
& Wride 2 mote on art and iterature dunng the Chola period
sow were the temples of the Chola period centres of socio-economi cultural lite?

Anpwer the following questions in detall.
_ Elaborate on the cfferences between the Turkish invaders—Ghazni and Ghoil

Winte 2 note on the Chola administration.

What co you know about 200 years of the Rashtrakuta reign?

Why can Rajendra (hola | be considerad a true suCCessor of his tather Rajaraja Chola 7

Sow are the (hola inscriptions useful in reconstructing the history of the period?
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VI. Look at the photograph i P; (luestlons-

Temple and answer the followln

1. Who attacked this temple?
2. Why did he attack parts of India during

e

; I
My History Corner
edieval |

Role-play: Imagine yourself as the kotwal of am ]
on the run. What steps will you take to restore the lostV

HOTS:

¥ Why was the construction of huge temples important

¥ What was the significance of the Nalanda and Vikrams

® Taxes from peasants and traders, as well as tributes fr
in north India during this period.’ Justify this statemen

of the period.

Jt-day Somnnt

this period?

om the
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ntrap,_,r_),
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own. There has been a robbery 5, i
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the empires of medieval India?
r

fo
es in Indian history?

hila universiti

local lords was the source of income oFthe,
socio-political and eConon b
lc ‘e “

Ses

t on the basis of the

a temple complex at Gangaikondacholap, ram
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